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Lessons	for	phonemic	awareness

6.	Teach	them	that	there	are	two	steps	to	reading:	(1)	learning	sounds,	and	(2)	learning	letters.	They	also	let	kids	blend	spoken	sounds	together	to	be	ready	to	read	words.	Reading	Research	Quarterly,	36,	250–287.	Microphone	Sounds	Say	the	sounds	in	a	word	into	a	fun	microphone	for	kids	to	blend.	Buy	it:	Wireless	microphone	on	Amazon	20.	24.
The	nature	of	phonological	processing	and	its	causal	role	in	the	acquisition	of	reading	skills.	Speech-Language-Development.	^	a	b	Stahl,	S.	Click	here	to	check	out	my	Print-&-Teach	Phonemic	Awareness	Intervention	Binder!	Print,	slip	into	a	binder,	and	do	a	happy	dance	because	this	Phonemic	Awareness	Binder	is	as	easy	as	it	gets.	Richmond,	VA:
Author.	Segmentation,	not	rhyming,	predicts	early	progress	in	learning	to	read.	Expand	on	this	game	with	Jack	Hartmann’s	Make	a	Rhyme,	Make	a	Move	song.	J.,	Driscoll,	K.,	Phillips,	B.	^	Catts,	H.,	&	Kamhi,	A.	Have	kids	go	to	something	in	the	classroom	that	has	that	sound	(e.g.,	go	to	“door”	for	“starts	with	the	/d/	sound”	or	go	to	“sink”	for	“ends
with	the	/k/	sound”).	^	Mattingly,	I.	Use	them	on	their	own,	OR	add	playdough.	T.	Phonological	awareness	is	technically	only	about	sounds	and	students	do	not	need	to	know	the	letters	of	the	alphabet	to	be	able	to	develop	phonological	awareness.	H.,	Roth,	F.	The	contribution	of	oral	language	skills	to	the	development	of	phonological	awareness.
ShareAlike	—	If	you	remix,	transform,	or	build	upon	the	material,	you	must	distribute	your	contributions	under	the	same	license	as	the	original.	L.	Knowledge	of	the	alphabet	and	explicit	awareness	of	phonemes	in	pre-readers:	The	nature	of	the	relationship.	Treiman	(Eds.),	Reading	acquisition.	Vary	the	game	with	different	movements.	^	Treiman,	R.,
&	Zukowsky,	A.	Syllable	Clap,	Tap,	or	Stomp	Use	any	percussion	instrument,	like	rhythm	sticks,	homemade	drums,	or	shakers,	or	just	kids’	hands	or	feet.	(pp.	Although	the	tasks	vary,	they	share	the	basic	requirement	that	some	operation	(e.g.,	identifying,	comparing,	separating,	combining,	generating)	be	performed	on	the	sounds.	(1993).	Robot	Talk
Make	a	simple	robot	puppet.	^	a	b	c	Muter,	V.,	Hulme,	C.,	&	Snowling,	M.	Therefore,	different	strategies	must	be	implemented	to	aid	students	in	becoming	alert	to	sounds	instead.	(2002).	(ex:	dog)	Say	the	sounds	in	the	word	out	loud.	(1994).	Psychological	Review,	100(4),	589-608.	“Eggplant”	gets	chopped	in	two	parts,	“Asparagus”	gets	chopped	in
four	parts,	etc.	16.	1.	Phonological	awareness	is	the	ability	to	hear	and	work	with	word	parts	and	sounds	in	spoken	language.	27.	Rhymes	Say	or	show	pictures	of	a	set	of	rhyming	words	with	one	non-rhyme.	Psychological	Bulletin,	101,	192-212.	Plus,	there	is	a	kinesthetic	movement	for	each	letter.	Longitudinal	studies	of	phonological	processing	and
reading.	Resourcing	speech	and	language	needs	in	Special	Education:	Database	and	best	practice	validation.	Shankweiler	&	I.	Say	each	child’s	name	one	syllable	at	a	time	with	a	clap,	tap,	or	stomp.	For	example,	“Your	word	rhymes	with	red”	for	“bed.”	13.	In	both	encoding	and	decoding,	phonological	awareness	is	needed	because	the	child	must	know
the	sounds	in	the	words	in	order	to	relate	them	to	the	letter	sounds.	[citation	needed]	A	number	of	scholars	have	been	working	on	this	approach.[citation	needed]	Auditory	processing	disorder	Dyslexia	Phonological	Awareness	for	Literacy	Phonological	deficit	hypothesis	^	a	b	c	d	Gillon,	G.	What	is	phonological	awareness?	25.	Attribution	—	You	must
give	appropriate	credit	,	provide	a	link	to	the	license,	and	indicate	if	changes	were	made	.	At	the	very	core	of	orthographic	mapping	is	phonemic	awareness.	(1992).Language	development,	metalinguistic	skills,	and	print	awareness	in	3-year-old	children.	^	Coltheart,	M.,	Curtis,	B.,	Atkins,	P,	&	Haller,	M.	Just	print,	slip	into	page	protectors,	stick	in	a
binder,	and	you	have	ready-to-go	phonemic	awareness	practice.	^	Cisero,	C.	You	can	get	these	mini	poppers	I	like	to	use	on	Amazon	for	a	good	price!	Segmenting	with	Poppers:	Say	a	word	“Pop”	a	bubble	for	each	sound	in	the	word	Go	back	and	count	how	many	bubbles	are	popped	to	see	how	many	sounds	are	in	the	word	Poppers	are	also	great	for
word	mapping	practice,	like	I	show	you	in	this	blog	post!	Put	your	feet	up	and	let	the	binder	do	the	work	for	you.	The	relation	between	speech	perception	and	phonemic	awareness:	Evidence	from	low-SES	children	and	children	with	chronic	otitis	media.	The	next	person	says	a	word	that	rhymes	with	that	word.	(2010).	L.,	&	Schatschneider,	C.	Word,
syllable,	and	sound	awareness	in	language-disordered	children.	Scandinavian	Journal	of	Psychology,	21,	159-173.		It	can	be	so	easy!	7	phonemic	awareness	activities	to	help	your	students	enjoy	learning!	The	Best	Phonemic	Awareness	Activities	So,	let’s	dive	into	some	super	fun	and	engaging	phonemic	awareness	activities!	All	of	these	activities	use
science-backed	strategies	that	will	boost	your	students’	reading	skills.	(1999).Early	reading	achievement	with	expressive	phonological	disorders.	L.,	Lonigan,	C.	M.,	Snowling,	M.	If	you	work	with	pre-readers	or	early	readers,	you	know	that	phonological	awareness	activities	(and	in	particular,	phonemic	awareness	activities)	are	essential	for	kids’
literacy	success.	Mattingly	(	Eds.),	Language	by	ear	and	by	eye:	The	relationships	between	speech	and	reading	(pp.	^	Gibbs,	Simon;	Bodman,	Sue	(2014).	S.	36.	Studies	show	that	in	9	out	of	10	cases	of	reading	difficulties,	a	phonological	core	deficit	is	the	main	culprit.	Words	might	also	have	different	letters	but	the	same	sounds	when	spoken	(e.g.,	car
and	kitten	start	with	the	same	/c/	sound).	Keep	these	phonemic	awareness	task	cards	on	hand	for	the	next	time	your	dog	eats	your	lesson	plans.	Phonological	awareness	activities,	including	phonemic	awareness	activities,	don’t	involve	letters.	Body	Part	Sound	Positions	Have	students	touch	a	body	part	to	show	whether	a	sound	is	at	the	beginning,
middle,	or	end	of	a	word.	Austin,	Texas:	PRO-ED	^	Dodd,	B.,	&	Gillon,	G.	29.	The	effect	of	oral	and	written	language	input	on	children's	phonological	awareness:	a	cross-linguistic	study.	Awareness	of	these	sounds	is	demonstrated	through	a	variety	of	tasks	(see	below).	R.	No	warranties	are	given.	Have	kids	help	chop	up	a	sentence	strip	to	create	a
piece	for	each	word.	11.	9.	Let	us	know	in	the	comments!	Looking	for	more	great	idea	lists?	37.	^	a	b	Anthony,	J.	Development	of	young	reader's	phonological	processing	abilities:	New	evidence	in	bi-directional	causality	from	a	latent	variable	longitudinal	study.	Psychological	Review,	96(4),	523-568.	^	Liberman,	I.	Psychological	Bulletin,	123(1),	71-99.
Xylophone	Sounds	Say	a	word	and	have	students	tap	a	xylophone	key	for	each	sound,	then	sweep	across	the	keys	to	say	the	whole	word.	^	Lonigan,	C.	^	Torgesen,	J.,	Wagner,	R.,	&	Rashotte,	C.	C.,	&	Hughes,	C.	Boston:	Allyn	&	Bacon.	P.,	Speece,	D.	Bounce	and	Roll	Segmenting	Give	each	student	a	soft	ball.	C,	Metsala,	J.	Development	of	emergent
literacy	and	early	reading	skills	in	preschool	children:	Evidence	from	a	latent-variable	longitudinal	study.	Buy	it:	Slinky	on	Amazon	31.	Then	tell	the	students	to	make	one	change	to	the	word	(adding,	taking	away,	or	changing	a	sound)	and	say	the	new	word.	Journal	of	Educational	Psychology,	86(2),	221-234.	Phonological	skills	and	reading
comprehension.	Reconceptualizing	the	development	of	sight	word	reading	and	its	relationship	to	recoding.	(For	example,	take	off	the	/p/	to	say	“at”	and	put	a	new	brick	for	/m/	to	change	the	word	to	“mat.”)	What	are	your	go-to	phonological	awareness	and	phonemic	awareness	activities?	39.	It	is	awesome	for	practicing	blending	and	segmenting	skills.
(2006).	5.	Hillsdale,	NJ:	Lawrence	Erlbaum.	In	D.	28	(4):	377–396.	Specific	activities	that	involve	students	in	attending	to	and	demonstrating	recognition	of	the	sounds	of	language	include	waving	hands	when	rhymes	are	heard,	stomping	feet	along	with	alliterations,	clapping	the	syllables	in	names,	and	slowly	stretching	out	arms	when	segmenting
words.	These	phonological	awareness	lesson	plans	are	available	in	a	daily	and	also,	weekly	format.	3.	Blend	and	Draw	Say	the	segmented	sounds	in	a	word	to	kids.	It	does	wonders!	(especially	when	paired	with	phonics)	Phonemic	awareness	is	the	missing	link	for	so	many	struggling	readers.	Journal	of	Experimental	Psychology,	55,	1-30.	(2001).
(1989).	^	Caravolas,	M.,	&	Bruck,	M.	(Grab	it	here–	Phonemic	Awareness	Intervention	Binder)	7.	26.	The	last	person	to	think	of	a	rhyme	wins!	Let	your	kiddos	squish	their	little	fingers	into	some	playdough–	it	will	make	learning	even	more	powerful!	4.	Contemporary	Educational	Psychology,	20,	275-303.	Liberman	(pp.	American	Journal	of	Speech–
Language	Pathology,	12,	463–471.	(2005).	Reading	words	is	exciting.	Phonological	sensitivity:	A	quasi-parallel	progression	of	word	structure	units	and	cognitive	operations.	^	a	b	Rvachew,	S.	PhAB2.	Have	them	give	each	other	clues	about	the	sounds	in	a	word	to	guess	their	picture.	Phoneme	Segmentation	Bracelets	Have	students	move	one	bead	per
sound	as	they	segment	words.	Effects	of	phonological	impairment	on	word,	syllable,	and	phoneme	segmentation	and	reading.	Nonsense	Word	Change	Say	a	nonsense	word	and	ask	students	how	to	change	it	to	a	real	word.	^	Kurtz,	R.	Phonological	awareness	is	one	component	of	a	larger	phonological	processing	system	used	for	speaking	and	listening.
[8][9][10]	Phonological	awareness	is	different	from	other	phonological	abilities	in	that	it	is	a	metalinguistic	skill,	requiring	conscious	awareness	and	reflection	on	the	structure	of	language.[1][11]	Other	phonological	abilities:	such	as	attending	to	speech,	discriminating	between	sounds,	holding	sounds	in	memory:	can	be	performed	without	conscious
reflection.	Headband	Pictures:	Sound	Clues	Clip	picture	cards	to	student	headbands.	Through	these	phonemic	and	phonological	awareness	skills	lesson	plans,	students	will	become	confident	readers	and	writers	who	can	decode	and	spell	words.	…	This	Phonemic	Awareness	Lesson	Plans	bundle	includes	40	weeks	of	pre-made,	done-for-you	lessons	that
are	perfect	for	Kindergarten	and	First	Grade.	Phonological	awareness:	from	research	to	practice.	Together,	count	how	many	times	the	puppet’s	mouth	opens	as	a	way	to	notice	syllables.	Gillon	(20	November	2017).	Phonological	awareness	is	an	auditory	skill	that	is	developed	through	a	variety	of	activities	that	expose	students	to	the	sound	structure	of
the	language	and	teach	them	to	recognize,	identify	and	manipulate	it.	(1996).	Rhyme	War	One	more	zero-prep	game	idea!	It’s	a	great	way	to	get	students	to	practice	getting	a	feel	for	rhyming	words.	Metalinguistic	awareness	in	normal	and	language-disordered	children.	Models	of	reading	aloud;	Dual-route	and	parallel-distributed-processing
approaches.	Research	Monograph	Series.	^	Webster,	P.	(1992).	Developmental	Psychology,	30,	73-87.	You	may	do	so	in	any	reasonable	manner,	but	not	in	any	way	that	suggests	the	licensor	endorses	you	or	your	use.	How	Many	Syllables?	These	lessons	take	about	10	minutes.	Think	of	a	word.	By	playing	with	sounds	using	their	voices,	bodies,	objects,
toys,	and	picture	cards,	kids	learn	to	hear	the	parts	and	sounds	that	make	up	spoken	language.	The	development	and	cross-language	transfer	of	phonological	awareness.	^	Hazan,	Valerie;	Barrett	(2000).	Reading	and	Writing:	An	Interdisciplinary	Journal,	15(7-8),	613-631.	American	Journal	of	Speech-Language	Pathology,15,	165–176.	Syllable	Puppet
Talk	Puppets	are	awesome	for	making	phonological	awareness	activities	fun!	Use	a	hand	puppet	to	say	words	(or	have	kids	try).	WikEd's	Phonemic	Awareness	Page	Retrieved	from	"	this	blog,	explore	engaging	phonemic	awareness	activities	and	games	for	skills	like	blending,	segmenting,	and	isolation.	Especially	in	the	early	stages	of	reading,
decoding	involves	mapping	letters	in	the	word	to	their	corresponding	sounds,	and	then	combining	those	sounds	to	form	a	verbal	word.	Kids	getting	rowdy	standing	in	line?	^	Carroll,	J.	(1980).	Reading	and	Writing,	8(3)	,	217-234.	(If	you	model	writing	or	write	the	message	together,	that’s	phonics—but	still	great!)	3.	(2004).	By	adding	movement	to
each	letter,	students	are	able	to	make	a	connection	and	remember	the	letter	name	and	sound.	Have	students	call	out	the	one	that	doesn’t	belong.	Body	Part	Segmenting	Have	students	touch	body	parts	from	top	to	bottom	to	segment	a	word.	Journal	of	Educational	Psychology,	95,	465–481.	Have	them	make	the	animal	jump	for	the	sounds	in	words	you
say	and	then	slide	or	“run”	to	blend	the	whole	word.	While	exposure	to	different	sound	patterns	in	songs	and	rhymes	is	a	start	towards	developing	phonological	awareness,	exposure	in	itself	is	not	enough,	because	the	traditional	actions	that	go	along	with	songs	and	nursery	rhymes	typically	focus	on	helping	students	to	understand	the	meanings	of
words,	not	attend	to	the	sounds.	107–143).	and	Heyding,	J.	133–147).	Learn	more:	@droppinknowledgewithheidi	10.	Lay	out	number	cards	1	through	4	on	the	floor	and	have	kids	clap	each	word,	count	the	syllables,	and	put	the	item	in	the	right	pile.	Nursery	rhymes,	phonological	skills	and	reading.	The	development	of	phonological	awareness	in
preschool	children.	(ex:	/d/	/o/	/g/)	Let	the	child	guess	what	word	it	is.	^	Larivee,	L.	^	Troia,	G.	How	do	I	get	them	to	WANT	to	practice?	University	of	Queensland,	Australia:	Department	of	Speech	Pathology	and	Audiology.	Roll	balls	of	playdough	&	place	them	on	the	dots.	Jumping	Jack	Words	Call	out	words	and	have	students	do	a	jumping	jack	for
each	sound.	Washington,	DC:	U.S.	Government	Printing	Office.	When	you	get	tired	of	class	names,	use	characters	from	books	you	read,	or	content	words	from	a	curriculum	unit.	Vocabulary	size,	as	well	as	other	measures	of	receptive	and	expressive	semantics,	syntax,	and	morphology,	are	consistent	concurrent	and	longitudinal	predictors	of
phonological	awareness.[20][30][24][31][32][33][34][35][36]	Consistent	with	this	finding,	children	with	communication	disorders	often	have	poor	phonological	awareness.[37][38][39]	Phonological	development	and	articulatory	accuracy	is	often	correlated	to	phonological	awareness	skills,	both	for	children	with	typical	speech[40][41]	and	those	with
disordered	speech.[2][42][43]	In	addition	to	milestones	of	speech	and	language	development,	speech	and	language	processing	abilities	are	also	related	to	phonological	awareness:	both	speech	perception[33][44][45][46]	and	verbal	short-term	memory[44]	have	been	concurrently	and	predicatively	correlated	with	phonological	awareness	abilities.	The
terms	phonemic	awareness	and	phonics	are	often	used	interchangeably	with	phonological	awareness.	A.	(1995).	^	Lundberg,	I.,	Olofsson,	A.,	&	Wall,	S.	Journal	of	Experimental	Child	Psychology,	65,	370-396.	Then	keep	going	with	nonsense	words!	For	instance:	goat,	coat,	moat,	throat,	boat,	zoat,	yoat,	loat!	15.	Phonemic	awareness	affects	speech	and
literacy.	Buy	it:	Xylophone	for	kids	on	Amazon	32.	M.	Students	say	each	sound	they	hear	in	the	word,	but	smash	the	playdough	ball	as	they	say	the	target	sound.	Baltimore:	Paul	H.	Journal	of	Child	Language,	16,	407-428.	For	example:	“My	word	has	the	sounds	/b/	/u/	/g/.	New	York:	Guilford	Press.	They	Need	Phonemic	Awareness	People	used	to	think
that	you	only	need	to	know	letter	sounds	or	memorize	sight	words	to	read.	Instead,	bust	out	these	phonemic	awareness	activities	and	games	to	get	them	back	on	the	road	to	reading.	J.,	Hulme,	C.,	&	Stevenson,	J.	Shankweiler	(Eds.),	Phonological	processes	in	literacy:	A	tribute	to	Isabelle	Y.	Journal	of	Educational	Psychology,	90	(2),	294-311.	Advances
in	Speech	Language	Pathology,	3(2)	,	139-147.	^	Bryant,	P.,	Bradley,	L.,	Maclean,	M.,	&	Crossland,	J.	7	Super	Easy	Phonemic	Awareness	Activities	Your	Students	Will	Love	These	7	easy	but	effective	phonemic	awareness	activities	and	games	are	must-haves	in	your	reading	instruction!	Building	phonemic	awareness	skills	is	essential,	but	it’s	hard	to
find	engaging	phonological	awareness	activities	that	actually	work.	W.	(Just	a	heads	up,	WeAreTeachers	may	collect	a	share	of	sales	from	the	links	on	this	page.	Reading,	the	linguistic	process,	and	linguistic	awareness.	Bonus:	because	phonemic	awareness	deals	only	with	spoken	sounds,	it’s	an	opportunity	to	do	some	easy	no-prep	activities	(without
creating	or	printing	anything).	Phonological	awareness	and	early	reading:	A	meta-analysis	of	experimental	training	studies.	Brady	&	D.	Check	out	this	fun	list.	^	Dickinson,	D.	Retrieved	from	^	a	b	c	d	e	Dodd,	B.,	Holm,	A.,	Oerlemans,	M.,	&	McCormick,	M.	Road	to	the	code	:	a	phonological	awareness	program	for	young	children.	Kavanagh	&	I.	Stuffy
Syllable	Sort	Grab	a	pile	of	stuffed	toys	(or	any	character	toy	kids	like).	22.	Have	kids	“feed”	picture	cards	to	the	monster	or	just	pretend	to	throw	imaginary	items	its	way.	Smoosh,	swap,	or	take	away	the	playdough	balls	as	you	do	the	activities!	Enjoy	a	little	nostalgia	with	this	classic	game–	turned	phonemic	awareness	style.	W,	&	Seidenberg,	M.	So,
you	just	print	and	teach	phonemic	and	phonological	awareness	skills	easily!	Or,	eliminate	the	prep	work	altogether	and	use	digital	resources!	Students,	of	course,	love	using	technology!	It	can	make	learning	so	much	more	exciting!	This	program	is	full	of	resources	and	lessons	for	the	whole	year!	There	is	also	a	higher-level	scope	and	sequence
available	that	covers	vowel	teams.	^	Perfetti,	C.	Sound	Hunt	Call	out	a	beginning	or	ending	sound.	Metalinguistic	awareness	and	language	development.	Practice	touching	each	piece	and	saying	the	word	it	represents.	^	Stanovich,	K.,	Cunningham,	A.,	&	Cramer	(1984).	S.,	&	Poe,	M.	We	only	recommend	items	our	team	loves!)	1.	Phonemic	knowledge
and	learning	to	read	are	reciprocal:	A	longitudinal	study	of	first	grade	children.	Journal	of	Phonetics.	Can	you	finish	the	word	ra_____?"[14]	Syllable	identity:	e.g.,	"Which	part	of	complete	and	compare	sound	the	same?"[13]	Syllable	deletion:	e.g.,	"Say	finish.	Guess	My	Word:	Sound	Clues	Give	students	clues	about	a	secret	word,	like	“It	starts	with	/m/
and	ends	in	/k/	and	some	of	you	drank	it	for	lunch”	for	“milk.”	38.	See	how	different	you	can	make	the	final	word	from	the	original	word!	Counting	phonemes	is	so	much	more	fun	with	these	cute	poppers	you	can	grab	on	Amazon!	6.	Talk	about	the	words	in	each	tongue	twister	that	start	with	the	same	sound.	Awareness	of	the	sound	structure	of	words
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an	important	and	reliable	predictor	of	later	reading	ability	and	has,	therefore,	been	the	focus	of	much	research.[4][5][6]	Phonological	awareness	involves	the	detection	and	manipulation	of	sounds	at	three	levels	of	sound	structure:	(1)	syllables,	(2)	onsets	and	rimes,	and	(3)	phonemes.	18.	Reading	Research	Quarterly,	34,	28–52.	Which	Word	Doesn’t
Belong?	Assessing	phonological	awareness	in	kindegarten	children:	Issues	of	task	comparability.	(For	example,	link	three	bricks	to	represent	the	sounds	in	“pat.”)	Then	take	off	or	add	bricks	to	change	the	sounds	into	new	words.	(2003).	Guess	My	Word	Segmenting	This	is	another	great	time-filler	game	with	no	prep	involved.	In	J.	Retrieved	from	^
Blachman,	Benita	(2000).	Can	you	guess	what	word	it	is?”	Students	guess	the	word	“bug”	When	students	get	good	at	this,	you	can	switch	roles	and	have	them	choose	a	word	and	give	you	the	sounds	for	you	to	guess!	Great	for	practicing	blending	AND	segmenting!	Harness	the	power	of	competition	to	get	your	kids	pumped	for	phonemic	awareness
practice.	Solid	phonemic	awareness	is	a	key	predictor	of	reading	success.	Try	using	longer	and	longer	words.	Finish	the	word	for	me:	wa_____	"[14]	Phoneme	blending	with	words	or	non-words:	e.g.,	"What	word	do	these	sounds	make:	m...oo...n?"	[10]	Phoneme	deletion,	also	referred	to	as	phoneme	elision:	e.g.,	"Say	coat.	Liberman	(Eds.),	Phonology
and	Reading	Disability:	Solving	the	Reading	Puzzle.	Syllable	Food	Chop	Show	kids	pictures	of	food	items	or	dig	through	a	bin	of	play	food	and	have	them	pretend	to	“chop	the	food”	into	syllable	pieces.	(1997).	^	Boudreau,	D.,	&	Hedberg,	N.	Analyzing	spoken	language	into	words,	syllables	and	phonemes:	A	developmental	study.	^	a	b	c	d	Wagner,	R.,
Torgesen,	J.,	Laughon,	P.,	Simmons,	K.,	&	Rashotte,	C.	Sounds	Say	a	collection	of	words	or	show	a	set	of	picture	cards	that	have	the	same	beginning,	ending,	or	middle	sound,	with	one	extra.	R.,	&	Anthony,	J.	Sound	Smash	Give	students	balls	of	dough	or	clay	to	smash	as	they	say	each	sound	in	a	word.	You	can	snag	the	updated	curriculum	map	at	the
end	of	this	post!	Take	a	look	at	our	Engaging	Readers	Curriculum:	Engaging	Readers	for	Kindergarten	and	First	Grade	Start	using	these	Phonological	Awareness	lesson	plans	to	start	seeing	reading	and	writing	success!	Phonological	&	Phonemic	Awareness	Program	for	Reading	&	Writing	Success	Read	more	about	phonemic	and	phonological
awareness	lesson	plans:	SAVE	THIS	IMAGE	FOR	LATER!	Curriculum	Map	Free	File	Add	your	email	to	the	box	below	and	our	updated	curriculum	map	will	be	sent	directly	to	your	inbox.	Dramatically	pull	an	item	out,	talk	about	the	word,	and	clap	how	many	syllables	it	has.	Bidirectional	relations	of	phonological	sensitivity	and	prereading	abilities:
Evidence	from	a	preschool	sample.	Pop-it	Sounds	Have	students	pop	bubbles	on	a	small	Pop-it	as	they	say	each	sound	in	a	word.	Reading	Research	Quarterly,	38,	470–487.	Applied	Psycholinguistics,	23,	399–416.	^	a	b	c	Virginia	Department	of	Education	(1998).	Phoneme	Manipulation	Telephone	Pass	Often	the	higher	phonemic	awareness	skill	of
phoneme	manipulation	(addition,	deletion,	substitution)	gets	overlooked	and	skipped–but	it	is	just	as	essential!	This	game	is	great	for	identifying	and	manipulating	sounds	in	words.	The	alphabetic	principle	and	learning	to	read.	Have	them	smash	a	ball	for	each	syllable	in	a	spoken	word.	Place	1	ball	of	playdough	under	the	sound	you	are	isolating
(under	the	first	dot	if	you	are	practicing	beginning	sounds,	middle	dot	for	middle	sounds,	and	the	last	dot	for	ending	sounds).	In	S.	A	distributed,	developmental	model	of	word	recognition	and	naming.	If	they	are	listening	for	the	/p/	sound,	they’d	touch	their	heads	for	“pickle,”	their	waist	for	“apple,”	and	their	toes	for	“slurp.”	Learn	more:	@kinderkish
30.	Comparatively,	phonemic	awareness	focuses	on	identifying,	manipulating,	and	blending	individual	sounds	to	make	words.	(2000a).	Reading	and	spelling	skills	in	the	first	years	predicted	from	phonemic	awareness	skills	in	kindergarten.	(For	example,	to	make	“zookie”	real,	change	the	/z/	to	/c/	to	make	“cookie.”)	40.	Use	it	to	say	words	segmented
into	individual	sounds	for	kids	to	blend.	Nature,	301,	419-421	^	a	b	Torgesen,	J.,	&	Bryant,	B.	A.,	&	Royer,	J.	Slinky	Segmenting	Have	kids	stretch	a	Slinky	as	they	say	the	sounds	in	a	word	and	then	release	it	to	say	the	whole	word.	^	Engen,	N.,	&	Hoien,	T.	Journal	of	Psycholinguistic	Research,	4,	331-342.	I'll	say	the	first	part	of	the	word.	^	Maclean,
M.,	Bryant,	P.,	&	Bradley,	L.	^	Gillon,	G.T.,	&	Schwarz,	I.,	E	(1999).	(1987).	Hillsdale,	NJ:	Erlbaum.	Kamhi,	A.,	Lee,	R.,	&	Nelson,	L.	Phonological	awareness	is	an	important	determiner	of	success	in	learning	to	read	and	spell.	G.,	&	Mann,	V.	Report	of	the	National	Reading	Panel.	Real	and	Nonsense	Rhymes	Start	with	a	real	word	and	brainstorm	as
many	real	rhyming	words	as	you	can.	14.	^	a	b	Ehri,	L.,	Nunes,	S.,	Willows,	D.,	Schuster,	B.,	Yaghoub-Zadeh,	Z.,	&	Shanahan,	T.	Levels	of	phonological	awareness.	Psychological	Review,	106(3),	491-528.	Learn	more:	@taryns_unique_learning	33.	Correlates	of	phonological	awareness	in	preschoolers	with	speech-sound	disorders.	Have	kids	identify	the
one	that	doesn’t	belong.	Hearing	rhyming	words,	breaking	words	into	syllables,	and	comparing	the	beginning	or	ending	sounds	in	words	are	all	examples	of	phonological	awareness.	A.,	&	Murray,	B.	^	a	b	c	Rosner,	J.	Applied	Psycholinguistics,	22,	301–325.	Mystery	Object	Put	an	item	in	a	box	or	fancy	bag.	 	Hot	Tip:	Phonemic	Awareness	Task	Card
Activities	This	one	goes	along	with	the	playdough	smash!	These	phonemic	awareness	task	cards	are	perfect	for	identifying	beginning,	middle,	and	ending	sounds	(plus	ALL	of	the	other	essential	phonemic	awareness	skills).	Journal	of	Communication	Disorders,	38,	29–63.	Applied	Psycholinguistics,	13(4),	485-514.	^	Wagner,	R.	The	comprehensive
language	approach	to	early	literacy:	The	interrelationships	among	vocabulary,	phonological	sensitivity,	and	print	knowledge	among	preschool-aged	children.	Encoding:	a	process	used	in	spelling:	is	similar,	although	the	process	goes	in	the	opposite	direction,	with	the	word's	verbal	representation	is	encoded	in	a	written	form.	Test	of	Phonological
Awareness.	Task	Cards	+	Playdough:	Print	and	laminate	the	task	cards.	Gough,	L.	Catts	&	A.Kamhi	(Eds.),	Language	and	reading	disabilities	(2nd	ed.,	pp.	Count	Words	With	Objects	Give	kids	blocks,	LEGO	bricks,	interlocking	cubes,	or	other	items.	We’ve	pulled	together	a	huge	list	of	activities,	routines,	and	resources	for	you	to	have	at	your	fingertips.
Listening	skills	are	an	important	foundation	for	the	development	of	phonological	awareness	and	they	generally	develop	first.[12][63]	Therefore,	the	scope	and	sequence	of	instruction	in	early	childhood	literacy	curriculum	typically	begins	with	a	focus	on	listening,	as	teachers	instruct	children	to	attend	to	and	distinguish	sounds,	including
environmental	sounds	and	the	sounds	of	speech.	^	Seidenberg,	M.,	&	McClelland,	J.	It	is	the	first	building	block	of	reading	and	without	it,	students	will	never	learn	sight	words	efficiently.	67-83).	Developmental	Psychology,	36,	596–613.	Have	them	blend	the	sounds	and	sketch	the	word	on	a	small	dry-erase	board.	Counting	Sounds	on	Poppers	These
fun	little	gadgets	are	super	satisfying	to	play	with	and	are	a	great	way	to	add	multisensory	learning	into	your	phonemic	awareness	practice.	I’m	so	excited	for	you	to	try	them	out!	(find	more	strategies	for	practicing	phonemic	awareness	here!).	doi:10.1006/jpho.2000.0121.	M.,	&	Burgess,	S.	Austin,	Texas:	PRO-ED.	Phonemic	awareness	is	a
subcategory	of	phonological	awareness—and	it’s	a	biggie!	These	skills	allow	kids	to	hear	individual	sounds	in	words	to	be	ready	to	write	them.	Keep	taking	turns	telling	the	other	person	what	sounds	to	change.	Phonemic	awareness	relates	only	to	speech	sounds,	not	to	alphabet	letters	or	sound-spellings,	so	it	is	not	necessary	for	students	to	have
alphabet	knowledge	in	order	to	develop	a	basic	phonemic	awareness	of	language.	(1991).	Journal	of	Learning	Disabilities,	27,	276–286.	Fill	In	the	Rhyme	Read	aloud	rhyming	books	and	pause	to	have	students	chime	in	the	rhyming	word.	London:	Psychological	Corporation.	^
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