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James 5:16 describes the great power of a righteous persons prayer. What is this power, and where does it come from? Today, Burk Parsons clears up several misconceptions about the power and efficacy of prayer.TranscriptNATHAN W. BINGHAM: This week on the Ask Ligonier podcast, were joined by Dr. Burk Parsons. He serves as the senior
pastor at Saint Andrews Chapel in Sanford, Florida and is also a teaching fellow with Ligonier Ministries. Dr. Parsons, what is effectual prayer?’DR. BURK PARSONS: Well, when we talk about effectual prayer, we first have to define our terms. We need to understand what the word effectual means, and simply put, effectual is power. It speaks of
working.Prayer, fundamentally, is not powerful in and of itself. It is God who is powerful. We hear Christians all the time talk about believing in the power of prayer, but we really dont believe in the power of prayer; we believe in the power of God. And thats why we pray. We believe that prayer is powerful because God is powerful. God is the One who
is working. God is the One who, in His sovereignty, is answering prayers.And, you know, we speak in terms of God answering prayers. Even the Bible speaks of God hearing and answering prayers. And we understand that dynamic that God hears, God responds, and God does answer prayer. But we have to understand that even when God doesnt
answer prayers according to what we are asking for, Hes always answering them. Sometimes He says, Yes, sometimes He says, No, sometimes He says, Wait, be patient. Sometimes God in answering our prayers wants us to keep coming to Him, keep communing with Him, keep fellowshipping with Him, keep asking of Him.But God ultimately does
always answer prayer, even when His answer to our prayers is different or contrary to what weve been praying because, thankfully, our prayers do not change Gods mind. If they did, we should stop praying because we dont want to change Gods mind. We want, ultimately, what God wants. We want His perfect will to be done in our lives and in the
lives of our loved ones and in the world in all events. We want His perfect will to be done because we know that ultimately His perfect will is what gives Him glory.And so, when we pray and when we pray fervently, as James speaks of in James 5:16, he says, The prayer of a righteous person has great power as it is working. And the whole context of
James 5 is very important for understanding what he means there. There is an element of this qualification that James uses: For a righteous man. Now, we could define that in terms of someone who is a Christian, someone who is a child of God, someone who has the imputed righteousness of Christ. But I think theres also an element there in James 5
wherein he is speaking of our own individual righteousness and our own holiness, that when we go to the Lord, we must go humbly, and we must go trusting Him, and we must go with a repentant and broken and contrite heart.If someone is living in continual sin without repentance, without confessing that sinhim going to God and asking God to hear
his prayerGod may be saying: You need to get right. You need to repent. You need to get right with your brother. You need to confess your sin. And so, theres an element there that we dont want to forsake, but we also need to make sure that we are not making the opposite mistake, the opposite error.We need to make sure that we dont think that
prayer is somehow rooted in our own righteousness, that if we are not praying enough, or if we are not praying just the right way, or were not praying with just the right words, or if were not praying repeatedly enough, that God is not hearing us. And I think sometimes we can fall into that sin, really, because its a lack of trusting God.Theres also a
misconception out there about prayer because many people, in coming to understand that God is sovereign, that God is powerful, that He is the One ultimately who is working, He is the One who is effectiveoften people can make the assumption, Well, if God is sovereign, if Hes the One who is powerful, then why do we really even need to pray? And
what we need to remember is that God not only ordains the ends of all things, He also ordains the means of all ends. And prayer is one of the means that He has ordained for fulfilling His ultimate, sovereign ends. And so, when we pray that is part of Gods plan in fulfilling and bringing about what His perfect will has ordained.And so, we pray because
we cant help but pray. The Holy Spirit gave us the desire to pray. Thats why, as Christians, we want to pray. And thats why we as Christians often feel that we fall short in praying to the Lord, because the Spirit is constantly at work within us, communing with God, the Father, the Son, and we feel that constant need and that constant desire to pray.
And so, when were not praying as much as we want to or as much as were led to, we feel bad about it. Its because the Spirit is in us crying out. The Spirit is within us saying: Go to the Lord. Go to Him. But I think many Christians dont pray, or they fear prayer, or they feel constantly guilty about prayer because they really misunderstand prayer.
Prayer is communion with our Lord. Prayer is fellowship with our Lord.A lot of people think they have to pray for a certain amount of time in order for God to hear them, or they have to pray a certain pattern in order for their prayers to be right or to unlock the secret of prayer. There is no secret of prayer. Theres no secret of effectual prayer. The
secret is God. He is the effectual One. He is the powerful One. And we are going to Him, and fellowshipping with Him, and commuting with Him, and God hears our prayers. We cast all our cares upon Him because He cares for us. And what we need to do is we need to be able to go to Him at any time of day, for any length of time, with any pattern,
and to go to the Lord and pray that God would hear us, that God would answer our prayers. And we also need never to give up.A lot of times in our lives, we stop praying because we think Gods just not going to answerpraying for a loved one, praying for a son or a daughter, praying for our spouse, praying for a friendwe just give up. And we must
never give up. I think this is part of what James is talking about, that fervency in prayer, that continual nature of prayer, as Paul says, praying on every occasion or praying without ceasing (1 Thess. 5:17). Lets not cease to go to the Lord in prayer. And when we see it as fellowship and communion, well more want to pray rather than seeing it as sort of
a works-based legalism, whereas we really have to pray, and we have to pray for this length of time, and we have to pray in this particular posture, and we have to pray with these particular words or this particular pattern. That doesnt make me want to pray. That doesnt make me want to fellowship and commune with my Lord.And one of the other
reasons that prayer is always effectual is because prayer is not just a means to an end. Its also an end in and of itself because when we pray, were worshiping God. When we pray, were communing with our Lord. And thats why God created us, that He would have a people for Himself to commune with Him throughout eternity. Home Prayer
InsightsThe effectual fervent prayer is characterized by a deep, heartfelt, and passionate appeal to God. Unlike routine prayers, it involves a sincere longing for Gods intervention. James 5:16 (K]JV) says:The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much.This emphasizes that prayers offered earnestly by a righteous person are powerful and
produce significant results.Effectual: Refers to prayers that align with Gods will and are made in faith. Such prayers have a specific purpose and aim to bring about desired outcomes.Fervent: Denotes prayers that are intense and sincere, reflecting a deep emotional commitment and urgency in seeking Gods help.E.M. Bounds, a renowned Christian
author, emphasizes several elements that make prayer powerful:Faith: Essential for prayers effectiveness. Hebrews 11:6 (NIV) declares:Without faith, it is impossible to please God, because anyone who comes to Him must believe that He exists and that He rewards those who earnestly seek Him.Desire: Genuine longing for what is being asked for,
showing that prayer is not just routine but stems from a deep need.Persistence: Consistency in prayer, even when answers seem delayed. Jesus highlights this in Luke 18:1 (NIV):Then Jesus told His disciples a parable to show them that they should always pray and not give up.Righteousness: The effectiveness of fervent prayer is linked to the
righteousness of the one praying, as explained in the next section.ALSO READ: Pray Without Ceasing: Understanding the Call to Constant PrayerImputed righteousness refers to the righteousness of Christ credited to believers when they put their faith in Him. It is a divine gift that cannot be earned through personal merit. 2 Corinthians 5:21 (NIV)
illustrates this:God made Him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in Him we might become the righteousness of God.This form of righteousness gives believers a right standing before God, based on Christs sacrifice rather than their actions.Practical righteousness involves living out the righteousness received through Christ by obeying Gods
commands and striving for a holy life. 1 Peter 1:15 (NIV) exhorts:Be holy, because I am holy.While imputed righteousness is foundational for a relationship with God, practical righteousness reflects how that relationship influences daily conduct.Elijahs Prayer for Rain to Cease and ReturnJames 5:17-18 (NIV): Elijah was a human being, even as we are.
He prayed earnestly that it would not rain, and it did not rain on the land for three and a half years. Again he prayed, and the heavens gave rain, and the earth produced its crops.Context: Elijahs fervent prayer resulted in both drought and rain, showing the power of earnest prayer aligned with Gods will. Hannahs Prayer for a Sonl Samuel 1:10-11
(NIV): In her deep anguish, Hannah prayed to the Lord, weeping bitterly. And she made a vow, saying, Lord Almighty, if you will only look on your servants misery and remember me, and not forget your servant but give her a son, then I will give him to the Lord for all the days of his life.Context: Hannahs heartfelt prayer led to the birth of Samuel, a
significant answer from God in response to her fervency.Jesus Prayer in GethsemaneLuke 22:44 (NIV): And being in anguish, He prayed more earnestly, and His sweat was like drops of blood falling to the ground.Context: Jesus prayer before His crucifixion was marked by deep emotional intensity, setting an example of fervency in seeking Gods
will.Moses Intercession for IsraelExodus 32:11-14 (NIV): After the Israelites worshiped the golden calf, Moses interceded earnestly with God, and God relented from destroying the people.Context: Moses fervent prayer spared the Israelites from Gods wrath, demonstrating the power of earnest intercession.The Early Church Praying for Peters
ReleaseActs 12:5 (NIV): So Peter was kept in prison, but the church was earnestly praying to God for him.Context: The churchs fervent prayer led to Peters miraculous release, showing the effectiveness of united and fervent prayer. (Image credit: JbKlutse / Prayer Prompt)Effectual fervent prayer carries power not because of the words themselves but
because of the sincere faith and persistence behind them. When such prayers are grounded in both imputed and practical righteousness, they align with Gods will, and His power is released.Reflect on areas of your life where fervent prayer is needed. Approach God with faith, persistence, and a heart aligned with His will. Share this article with others
seeking to deepen their prayer life, and commit to praying earnestly. May this guide inspire you to pursue a powerful prayer life, knowing that the effectual fervent prayer of a righteous person avails much. Question AnswerThe term fervent prayer comes from James 5:16 in the King James Version: The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man
availeth much. The English word fervent simply means impassioned, forceful, passionate, heartfelt, powerful, or wholehearted. The verse, as translated in the King James Version, seems to indicate that a passionate, wholehearted prayer will accomplish much, implying that a half-hearted prayer will not be as effective.Most modern versions translate
James 5:16 differently, so that the fervency or forcefulness applies to the outcome of the prayer, not the earnestness of the prayer: The prayer of a righteous person has great power as it is working (ESV); The prayer of a righteous person is powerful and effective (NIV); The effective prayer of a righteous man can accomplish much (NASB). These
translations simply say that prayer is powerful, without differentiating between fervent prayer and some other kind.This expanded paraphrase may illustrate the difference: The forceful, earnest, heartfelt prayer of a righteous man will accomplish much vs. The prayer of a righteous man will yield forceful, powerful results.The difference in translation
seems to center on the proper placement of the term translated fervent or powerful or effective. The KJV and NK]JV translate the verse so that the term applies to the kind of prayera fervent, forceful, or powerful prayer can accomplish much. The other versions apply the modifier not to the prayer but to the outcome of the prayerit will have a forceful
or powerful result. So the KJV and NK]JV encourage one to pray fervently so that the prayer will be answered, and the other versions simply encourage one to pray because the results can be powerful.The context helps to shed light on the intended meaning. The immediate context speaks of praying for healing and says that the prayer of faith (prayer
offered in faith) will be answered. The first part of James 5:16 says that we should confess our sins to each other and pray for each other to be healed. The second part of the verse seems to summarize the thought. Then verses 1718 give an example of the kind of prayer that is encouraged. Elijah was a human being, even as we are. He prayed
earnestly that it would not rain, and it did not rain on the land for three and a half years. Again he prayed, and the heavens gave rain, and the earth produced its crops.James refers to 1 Kings 17:1, where Elijah told Ahab that it would not rain for the next few years. This drought was punishment for Israels worship of Baal. After three and a half years
of drought, Elijah defeated the prophets of Baal in a showdown on Mt. Carmel (1 Kings 18:1640), and then Elijah told King Ahab that it was going to rain (verse 41).So Ahab went off to eat and drink, but Elijah climbed to the top of Carmel, bent down to the ground and put his face between his knees.Go and look toward the sea, he told his servant. And
he went up and looked.There is nothing there, he said.Seven times Elijah said, Go back.The seventh time the servant reported, A cloud as small as a mans hand is rising from the sea.So Elijah said, Go and tell Ahab, Hitch up your chariot and go down before the rain stops you.Meanwhile, the sky grew black with clouds, the wind rose, a heavy rain
started falling and Ahab rode off to Jezreel (1 Kings 18:4245).0n Mt. Carmel, Elijah made a pronouncement that it would rain and then prayed that it would. He prayed for rain seven times. After each prayer, he sent his servant to see if the sky looked like rain. When it did not, he would pray again. Finally, after the seventh time, a small cloud was
visible, which Elijah interpreted to be the answer to his prayerand it was. He had prayed bent down to the ground with his face between his knees. This could be interpreted as an expression of earnest supplication.Taking all the evidence into consideration, fervency may not be the most important issue in prayer. Certainly, Elijah prayed earnestly.
However, the point of James seems to focus more on the efficacy of prayer and the aspect of righteousness in the one praying. The admonition to prayer is prefaced with the command to confess sins. James also makes a point that the prayer comes from a righteous person. Elijah was a righteous man, and the results of his prayer were beyond
incredible.The point of James 5:1318 is that prayer is important and God answers prayer, so we must make it a priority. We dont have to be super Christians. We might be tempted to think of Elijah as some sort of super saint, but James says he was an ordinary man and that God answered his prayer. However, sin in the life of the one praying can
block prayers effectiveness. Certainly, earnest prayer is important, and the prayer of faith is important, but this passage does not seem to indicate that the forcefulness with which one prays determines effectiveness. Rather, the prayer of a righteous person is powerful (forceful) and effective.We should confess our sins and pray, expecting God to
answer. Of course, the prayer should not be half-hearted or nonchalant, and other passages encourage us to pray with persistence (Matthew 7:78, Luke 11:59; 18:18). Return to:Questions about PrayerWhat is fervent prayer (James 5:16)?In James 5:16, we read, The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much. The words effectual fervent
are translated from one Greek word (energoumen) from which we get the English word energy. Here it denotes an energetic, operative prayer.As Gods children, we must not be contented with weak prayers. We must desire to have an enthusiastic, effective prayer life. The church, being known as the house of prayer, must be exuding with effective
prayer of Gods saints. We may be short on financial resources, or weak in our physical strength, or despised and ridiculed by those who are hostile toward the biblical doctrines that we hold on to, but the power of prayer belongs to us.The key to effective prayers is not that very large group of people get together to pray or that a particular pattern or
style of prayer meeting is followed, or that we hold very lengthy prayer meetings. Though some of those aspects of prayer are good and desirable, the effectiveness of our prayer is connected to the sanctity of our lives.According to James 5:16, the energetic, effective prayer comes from a righteous man. In the context of our verse, the righteous man is
the one who confesses his sins to the one whom he has offended in order that they may be reconciled and pray together. He is a man who seeks to live a life of purity, peace and prayer. It is to such who are dedicated to living a holy, amicable and prayerful life that effectual prayer belongs.Weak, ineffectual prayers proceed from spiritually and morally
weak people. As Christians, we must seek to possess a life of effective prayers. If we would pursue holiness, fellowship and joint-prayers with Gods people, we will soon be heirs of a powerful life of prayer. If we were to be blessed with a powerful prayer life, we must cease from all sins and offences, and live a devout and dedicated life of Christian
fellowship.The success of prayer is intimately connected with our Christian character. The prayer of the righteous is sincere; it does not proceed from insincere lips nor a hypocritical heart. The Lord is pleased to hear those who obey His Word sincerely and hence, He will answer their prayers.Proverbs 15:8 tells us that the prayer of the upright is his
delight. Proverbs 15:29 says, The LORD is far from the wicked: but he heareth the prayer of the righteous. Psalm 34:15-17 reminds us that The eyes of the LORD are upon the righteous, and his ears are open unto their cry. The face of the LORD is against them that do evil, to cut off the remembrance of them from the earth. The righteous cry, and the
LORD heareth, and delivereth them out of all their troubles. Likewise, Jesus said in John 9:31, Now we know that God heareth not sinners: but if any man be a worshipper of God, and doeth his will, him he heareth.Hence, prayer is more than a mere good spiritual discipline; it moves the Hand of the Almighty to bless the praying man with His most
wonderful providence. Let us therefore pursue a life of purity, peace and prayer, and be blessed with a life of effectual fervent prayer that availeth much.My Short Stint at the Church Resource CentreZacharias TanAfter finishing my National Service, I had a 6-month break before I start my university studies. I tried to look for a job but to no avail.
Disappointed and bored, I spent most of my time playing computer games and going out with friends. My mother could not bear to see me waste my time; so she approached Pastor Koshy to encourage me to help out at the Church Resource Centre in any area that is needful. Pastor then contacted me and I agreed without much hesitation, as I felt I
should not waste any more time.Under the instruction of Dn Lok, I helped to archive the Bible Witness magazines by packing, labelling and placing them in assigned bookshelves. This was no mean task as it took altogether two weeks to complete. I was also given the task of getting the Bible Witness Retreat files ready. Needless to say, I took the
opportunity to attend the retreat.During the retreat, Pastor preached on the topic: I Have Somewhat Against Thee, taken from Revelation 2:1- 7. I realized that eventually everyone must stand before Christ to give an account of what he has done in his life. I understood that Christ my Saviour will not be happy if I while away my time by just playing or
getting involved in worldly things. I resolved in my heart to be more active in our church activities and fellowship meetings, and to render my help in the church as the Lord gives me opportunity and ability. Serving the Lord is the best way to spend my time and avoid worldly stuff and temptations that are not beneficial to my spiritual
life.Subsequently, Pastor asked if I could try transcribing some of his preached messages, which would help him in publishing them as articles and Bible-study notes. To begin with, I transcribed Pastors closing prayers at the end of each of his Daily Devotions through our church website. In the process, I became curious as to how Pastor produced the
daily devotions. Pastor explained that he would write the article a few days in advance, then wake up every morning around 5 a.m. to record the devotion. He would then send the sound clip to Bro Eric who would upload it to the church website promptly. This would ensure that hearers can either read or listen in to the devotions daily. After knowing
all the hard work that had gone into producing these devotions, I felt pricked in my conscience and decided to make an effort myself to read the devotions every day.As my transcribing skills improved, I took on the challenge to transcribe Pastors Tuesday night prayer meeting devotions on Marys Magnificat (Luke 1:38- 52). I would get the recording
from Bro Arnold and then transcribe from scratch. Although it was tedious work, I felt privileged because I could understand the content more clearly as I typed. It reminded me afresh of things that I have learned in the prayer meetings, especially the great importance of seeking and doing Gods will, as well as keeping ourselves humble before God.I
praise God for helping me to complete transcribing the series of messages on Marys Magnificat. I am also thankful that I could help out in several other areas, such as folding church bulletins and prayer lists, packing Gospel tracts for evangelism, collating and binding the church directories, etc.Above all, I praise God for the fellowship I had with
Pastor, preachers and the church staff. During this period, the Lord has drawn me to a closer walk with Him. However, the battle with sin has not ended and I continue to pray that the Lord will protect me from sin and its temptations, until he calls me home. What is "fervent prayer"? The word "fervent" means to have intense feeling and enthusiasm
for something. We come across this word in the book of James, when the writer uses it in the context of effective prayer - "The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much." (James 5:16, AKJV). James is making the point that praying with passion and intensity is an important part of seeing our prayers answered - we are not to just simply
go through the motions of prayer. It should also be noted that this is not the only element - for it is the prayers of a righteous person that are effective. In the previous sentence James has urged the believers to confess their sins to each other "so that you can live together whole and healed." (James 5:16 MSG) So being open about our weaknesses with
one another and God will have an influence on how effective our prayer life will be. Jesus, You are our saviour Taking all the sin, hatred, illness and death To the cross. Rising from the grave, victorious over all the earth. We receive your healing, Believing that your power carries ultimate authority. We leave this illness at the cross, And walk freely
healed and restored by Your amazing grace.Amen. (a sample fervent prayer for healing from www.lords-prayer-words.com) click here for prayers for physical and mental healing, including a short article on the accounts of some of the remarkable healings in the Acts of the Apostles. I arise today Through a mighty strength: God's power to guide me,
God's might to uphold me, God's eyes to watch over me; God's ear to hear me, God's word to give me speech, God's hand to guard me, God's way to lie before me, God's shield to shelter me, God's host to secure me. Brigid of Gael, (c.451525) a famous prayer recorded in the Old Testament that God answered:- If we are to pray with passion, it's
important that this is real and from the heart. Indeed, Jesus cautions about praying just to look impressive. Here's five ideas that will lead to an increased passion in your prayer life:- remind yourself of answered prayers. Recalling God's faithfulness to you will increase your level of faith and expectation. remind yourself of God's promises for you.
There are over fifty of them in the bible! Read them and recall them when you are praying. make friends with people who are passionate about Christ! Their enthusiasm for their faith will have an infectious effect:- "As iron sharpens iron, so one person sharpens another." (Proverbs 27:17, NIV) spend time in worship and adoration of the living Lord.
When we adore God we see the worries and cares of this life through a different perspective. spend time alone with God. If it was important for Jesus - how much more important is it for us? pray in the Spirit. In Paul's letter to the Romans, he reminds the believers that the Holy Spirit prays with them: "...the Spirit helps us in our weakness. We do not
know what we ought to pray for, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us through wordless groans." (Rom 8:26, NIV) Notice here that the Spirit prays with "wordless groans". Fervent prayer does not necessarily involve elequent words. It is about our feelings and passions for the situation we are praying into, just as God is deeply passionate about it.
Here is a very short prayer you might find useful for inviting the Holy Spirit to be a part of your prayer life:Prayer to the Holy Spirit for Guidance Holy Spirit, Come! Dwell in my heart. Illuminate my mind. Direct my footsteps. Be my guide. Amen.(a prayer from www.lords-prayer-words.com) Confess your faults one to another, and pray one for another,
that ye may be healed. The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much. James 5:16, (AKJV) A cry from the heart for the awakening of lives to the living God, useful for intercessor prayer times:- Have you ever felt overwhelmed by your circumstances or a loved ones circumstances? An illness, a loss, or a spiritual crisis can leave us feeling
helpless, but these are the times when fervent prayer can connect us to a source of unlimited power. Fervent prayer is a focused and earnest petition to God that has the potential to change circumstances as well as the person who prays, but only if we choose to step forward in faith.Fervent prayer isnt about a ritual or grand speeches. It is about
falling to our knees, physically or metaphorically speaking, in front of God the Father. Sometimes we have no words, only tears of a broken heart. God knows what we need even when we dont know what to say because God is omniscient and hears the cry of our hearts. So, if God already knows the situation, why must we pray? What is the point of
fervent prayer?Should We Use Fervent Prayer if God Already Knows What We Need?Prayer is communication with God, which means it is a two-way street. We share our needs and fears with God; if we listen, He will speak to us through the Word of God and the Holy Spirit. If you are new to prayers of this kind, a beginners guide may help. In the end,
the Holy Spirit is all you need to pray fervently.James 5:16 says, The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much. Availeth means to have power or to be a force. When a righteous man prays a fervent prayer, he has access to power that can change things. However, there are a few things to keep in mind:1. You must be righteous before
God.Righteous means to be in a right relationship with God through accepting Christ as Lord. Even if we are savid, sin can block the lines of communication with God because He is a holy God who will not ignore sin. So, the first step is to ensure no unconfessed sins are standing between us and the throne of God. In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus
warned His followers that if any trespasses needed forgiveness, they should take care of it before bringing offerings to the altar. We need to ensure there is nothing between God and us so that the lines of communication are open.2. You must ask.Matthew 7:8 says, For every one that asketh receiveth; and he that seeketh findeth; and to him that
knocketh it shall be opened. To receive, you need to ask first. Why? God wants us to ask so that we may realize our need for Him. If He just met our needs without us having to ask, then our human nature would be prone to take credit for positive results. For example, how often have we thought our needs are met because we are hard workers? The
process of asking causes us to realize our needs and realize the one who provides for our needs.3. You must ask according to his will. We often forget this little but important caveat: And this is the confidence that we have in him, that, if we ask any thing according to his will, he heareth us (1 John 5:14). God will give us anything that is in His will, but
not everything that we ask is in His will. As a good father, God will sometimes say no to things we want, but He will always give us what we need. The trick is in knowing the difference between the two.How can we apply these points to our actual prayers? Looking at a few specific times when people are moved to fervent prayer can give us models to
follow.How Can We Use Fervent Prayers for Recovering from IllnessJames 5:14-15 says, Is any sick among you? Let him call for the elders of the church; and let them pray over him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord: And the prayer of faith shall save the sick.Oil was medicine and a symbol of the Spirit of God, so anointing a sick person
could help physically and spiritually. As a church, we are commanded to pray for each other, especially the sick. However, Paul also explained in 2 Corinthians 12 that he had asked God to remove a thorn in the flesh, but God refused. The explanation was that it kept Paul from exalting himself and was a way for Gods grace to work in His life.
Sometimes it takes an illness to help us to remember our need for God, and it can be used to glorify God.If we ask for Gods will to be done, we know it will be done, but we must be prepared to accept His answer. Still, he tells us to ask. Here are a few examples of healing prayers if you dont know how.How Can We Use Fervent Prayers for Grieving a
Loss?One of the hardest situations to deal with is the loss of a loved one, but it is also hard to know how to comfort and pray for someone elses loss. Romans 12:15 says, Rejoice with them that do rejoice, and weep with them that weep. Jesus himself gave us an example. He wept when he saw Mary and Marthas brokenness over their brother Lazaruss
death. He knew he would resurrect Lazarus but still wept for their pain.It is hard to know what to say or do in this situation, but sometimes it is about being a listening ear and a praying heart. Knowing that someone sees their distress and cares enough to intercede on their behalf will bring consolation. If you need a starting place, here are a few
examples of prayers for grief.How Can We Use Fervent Prayers for a Spiritual Crisis?We all will find ourselves in times of crisis. Jesus told his disciples that tribulations and trials would come. What do we do when a crisis comes? James 5:13 says, Is any among you afflicted? Let him pray. Prayer is the answer to all of lifes issues.Jesus is our model
because He took everything to the Father in prayer. One of the greatest examples of fervent prayer during a crisis was in the Garden of Gethsemane. Jesus prayed so hard he sweated drops of blood. His closing words were an acceptance of Gods will, even to the death on the cross. So, we have a high priest who knows suffering. We can go to him in
times of crisis and know we have One who will intercede for us.We also have a Heavenly Father who wants what is best for us. Proverbs 3:5-6 tell us to Trust in the Lord with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own understanding. In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths.When we ask for guidance and trust His leadership, we
know He will show us the way.If you are struggling to find the right words to pray for yourself or others, here are some examples of prayers for relief in times of crisis.Whatever our struggle or situation, the answer to everything is always prayer. Philippians 4:6-7 tells us not to be anxious but to pray about everything. Sometimes the greatest prayer
we can pray has no words because our Father in Heaven hears our hearts fervent prayer. We know He will answer.Photo Credit: Getty Images/doidam10Linda Lyle is a writer, teacher, knitter, and unintentional collector of cats. She has written articles for the Alabama Baptist, Open Windows,Refresh, as well as multiple novels and novellas. Her
newest book,5-Minute Prayer Plan for When Life Is Overwhelming, is set to release in October. She spins yarns on her blog The End of My Yarn atlindalyle.com.This article is part of our prayer resources meant to inspire and encourage your prayer life when you face uncertain times.Remember, the Holy Spirit intercedes for us, and God knows your
heart even if you can't find the words to pray.Prayers for HealingMorning PrayersPrayers for FamilyPrayers for SurgeryPrayers for StrengthNight Prayers Before BedPrayers for ProtectionThe Lord's Prayer: Our Father The Bible highlights two essential spiritual practices: studying Gods word and prayer.When God became human, prayer was a
central part of His earthly ministry.In fact, the disciples were so impressed by Jesus prayer life that they specifically asked Him to teach them how to pray, resulting in the famous Lords Prayer.Throughout the New Testament, the Apostles emphasized prayer. In the Book of Acts and the Epistles, believers were consistently encouraged to pray without
ceasing.Today, well explore a powerful verse in James 5:16 that reveals the transformative power of prayer which is, the meaning of the effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man.Many believers struggle with prayer, feeling that God doesnt listen or responds too slowly.Some even view answered prayers as mere coincidence. But dont give up hope.
Through Gods grace, we all have direct access to Him.This message will renew your faith in Gods responsiveness and help you understand the incredible potential of fervent prayer.By the end of this sermon, youll see prayer not as a hit-or-miss activity, but as a powerful connection with a loving, listening God who is eager to respond to the prayers of
the righteous.Ive experienced numerous miracles through prayer, but two stand out vividly.Four years ago, a colleague was struggling to pay his rent. During my visit, I felt compelled to pray for just five minutes.Remarkably, the very next day, he received a contract that not only covered his rent but provided extra financial blessing.Another
incredible incident involved an electrical engineer working on a complex installation in my neighborhood.Before his arrival, I was moved to pray over the upcoming job. During the repair, something unexpected happened he fell from a height that naturally would have caused severe loss of life.To my amazement, he didnt suffer any injury, which I
believe was a direct result of prayer.These experiences confirm a profound truth: prayer releases tremendous power. But where does this power originate, and who can access it?Prayer isnt just a religious ritual; its a powerful connection that can transform circumstances, protect lives, and bring unexpected solutions.Our opening text is taken from
James 5 vs 16:Confess your faults one to another, and pray one for another, that ye may be healed. The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much.What does the effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much mean? Lets break it down by looking at the Greek translation;Effectual in Greek is energoumen which means:
working, operative, or effective, Implies active, dynamic power in operation or suggests prayer that is purposeful and producing real results.Fervent in Greek is ektens, which translates to intense, stretched out, or earnest It conveys passionate, persistent prayer and Indicates prayer offered with strong emotion and commitment.Availeth much in
Greek is ischyei pol, which means has great strength/power, suggests prayer that produces substantial, significant results and Indicates prayers ability to effect meaningful change.We all want to effect meaningful change in our lives and see results when we pray but how? Read James 5 vs 16 carefully again and slowly.The verse didnt say Prayer alone
makes tremendous power available but the PRAYER of a RIGHTEOUS MAN makes tremendous Power available.Prayer on its own is not the power, but RIGHTEOUSNESS in a man is the POWER!So, what makes prayer powerful at all is because the man is RIGHTEOUS or the man has RIGHTEOUSNESS (Jesus) in him.Halleluiah!Jesus is the POWER!
Hes in you. Never see yourself as useless or powerless again. You have POWER inside of you no matter how you feel.Lets see the book of Ephesians, where Apostle Paul was praying for the Church Ephesians 1 vs 19 21.Verse 19: And so that you can know and understand what is the immeasurable and unlimited and surpassing greatness of His power
in and for us who believe, as demonstrated in the working of His might strength,Verse 20: Which he exerted in Christ when he raised Him from the dead and seated Him at His own right hand in the heavenly placesVerse 21: Far above all rule and authority and power and dominion and every name that is named, above every title that can be
conferred, not only in this world, but also in the age and the world which are to come.Here, Apostle Paul was praying that we understand the unlimited, immeasurable, and surpassing greatness of His power that is IN us and FOR us.This POWER that is IN us and FOR us is the SAME POWER that raised Christ Jesus from the Dead, it is this POWER
that changes circumstances.Ephesians 3 vs 16 and 20:Verse 16: May he grant you out of his rich treasury of His glory to be strengthened and reinforced with mighty power in the inner man by the Holy Spirit Himself indwelling your innermost being and personality.Verse 20: Now to Him who by in consequence of the action of His power that is at
work within us, is able to carry out His purpose and do superabundantly, far over and above all that we dare ask or think infinitely beyond our highest prayers, desires, thoughts, hopes, or dreams.From Ephesians 3 vs 20, you can see that this same POWER is at WORK within us already, gone are the days when we say; I will look upon the hills from
whence cometh my help, my help cometh from the Lord.Rather, we know that HELP is from the inside. We have HELP within us. POWER to cause change comes from WITHIN US. Glory!!I Corinthians 1 vs 24: But to those who are called, whether Jew or Greek (Gentile), Christ is the POWER of God and the WISDOM of God.Prayer only activates the
power within according to I Corinthians 1 vs 24.Did you know that the Believer doesnt have a faith problem but a knowledge problem, thats why in all my writings I emphasize why we should study Gods word always.Lets continue this teaching as we look at the phrase a righteous manWho is a righteous man?Lets see 1 Corinthians 1 vs 30:But of him
are ye in CHRIST JESUS, who of God is MADE UNTO US WISDOM, AND RIGHTEOUSNESS, and sanctification, and redemption:Jesus is righteousness personified. Jesus is our righteousness. Jesus is the righteous man.Therefore, a man who has Jesus in him is righteous. This same Jesus who is righteousness personified is also called THE POWER OF
GOD as seen in I Corinthians 1 vs 24.Prayer without righteousness (Jesus) is a waste of time and saliva. Prayer without a focus on Jesus who is both RIGHTEOUSNESS and POWER, is powerless!Sadly, many believers because of wrong teachings have been made to focus so much on prayer leaving out the knowledge of who Jesus is, for when we see
Jesus, we know ourselves.Again, wrong teaching is the reason why many believers pray for hours every day without results because they pray amiss.Your subscription could not be saved. Please try again.Your subscription has been successful.A good example of fervent prayer is in James 5 vs 17 18, where Elijah prayed for rain to stop and prayed
again for the heavens to send down rain (1 Kings 17 vs1 and 1 Kings 18 vs 42 45)That means Elijah was an example of a righteous man. But when and how did Elijah become righteous? Does it mean that Elijah believed the Gospel? Well, that is a sermon for another day.Elijahs prayer was fervent, continuous, and persistent for we see him asking his
servant to go and check if it was raining several times with his head in between his knees.What Is True Prayer?Prayer isnt about begging God or bringing Him a list of complaints. Its not about performing religious rituals.Effective, biblical prayer, the kind that gets results 100% of the time, is communicating with God based on the FINISHED WORK
OF CHRIST!Its like having a conversation while standing on solid ground, and that ground is Christs finished work.Why is this important? Because Jesus sacrifice perfectly satisfied God the Father, for all time.We see this clearly in two powerful moments: First at the Jordan River, and later on the mountain of transfiguration, where God declared, This
is my beloved Son, who brings me great joy. Listen to Him (Matthew 3:17; 17:5).Heres the beautiful truth: You dont need to struggle to please God through your efforts. By being in Christ, youre already accepted and loved.Think of it this way youre in Christ, and Christ is in you, so the Fathers love for Jesus extends to you too.This understanding
should shape how we approach God in prayer. Instead of focusing on our worthiness, we come to God presenting what Jesus is and what He has done.As 2 Peter 1:3 tells us, God has already given us everything we need for life and godliness through our relationship with Jesus.Remember, when you pray, youre not starting from zero youre starting
from victory, because of Jesus.Stay Blessed! Evangelism Co-Ordinator at Church of God Mission International IncorporatedAs a devoted member of the Church of God Mission International Incorporated, I've served in various roles including Youth Prayer Leader, Secretary, and Evangelism Coordinator. My passion lies in reaching out to young adults
in communities and schools, witnessing the transformative power of faith in their lives.This blog extends my ministry, sharing insights, encouraging believers, and exploring Christ's teachings in daily life. Welcome, Brother James.Latest posts by Brother James (see all) Confess your faults one to another, and pray one for another, that ye may be
healed. The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much. (James 5:16 KJV) . The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much. (KJV) . The effective, fervent prayer of a righteous man avails much. (NKJV) . The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous one avails much. (MK]JV) . The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man
avails much. (KJV 2000) First of all, lets get to understand a few keywords in this biblical saying. We know that prayer is a form of communication with a higher power or deity. Prayer can take various forms such as supplication, thanksgiving, intercession, or worship. A righteous person is someone who lives according to moral principles and seeks to
do what is right in the eyes of God. An effectual prayer is sincere, heartfelt, and backed by faith; such a prayer is not just words spoken without intention or belief. A prayer is fervent when it is passionate, intense, and zealous. A fervent prayer is one that comes from the depths of ones soul, showing genuine emotion and commitment. Lastly, if
something Availeth much, it produces or result in a benefit or advantage. In all, the effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much means that the effectual fervent prayer of a righteous individual has great power and significance and produces the desired outcome. It can bring about meaningful results, blessings, healing, guidance, or
intervention from above. This verse of Scripture encourages believers to pray with earnestness, faithfulness, and purity of heart knowing that their prayers have the potential to bring about significant outcomes in accordance with divine will. The fervent prayer of the righteous is not in vain. The righteous man is nothing like the prophets of Baal who
called upon Baal and prayed to him in vain, for Baal never heard them nor answered them. The God of the righteous is the only true God, He lives, and hears the prayer of the righteous when they call upon Him. Hence our confidence is that whatever we earnestly ask in prayer He hears us and will do it. We can find quite a lot of examples in the Bible
that confirm that the prayer of the righteous is powerful and produces results. There was a good and generous Christian woman in Joppa called Tabitha. She became ill and died, and when they had washed her, they laid her in an upper room. Since Lydda was near Joppa, the disciples, hearing that Peter was there, sent two men to call him. And he
came with them to Joppa without delay. And when he arrived, they took him to the upper room. There, all the widows came to him weeping and showing him the coats and other clothes that Dorcas made while she was alive. Then Peter put all of them outside, knelt, and prayed fervently; and turning to the body he said, Tabitha, arise. And she opened
her eyes, and when she saw Peter she sat up. And he gave her his hand and helped her up. Then, calling the believers, he presented her to them alive. Reference Acts 9:36-43. Indeed, the effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much. Elijah the prophet was living with a certain widow and her son. Along the line, the son of the widow
became ill. And his illness got worse and he died. The woman said to Elijah, What have you against me, O man of God? You have come to me to bring my sin to remembrance and to cause the death of my son! Elijah took the child from the womans arms and carried him up into the upper chamber where he lodged, and laid him on his own bed. And he
prayed to the Lord, O Lord my God, have you brought calamity even upon the widow with whom I sojourn, by killing her son? Then he stretched himself upon the child three times and cried to the Lord, O Lord my God, let this childs life come into him again. And the Lord listened to the prayer of Elijah. And the life of the child came into him again and
he came back to life. Elijah took the child and brought him down from the upper chamber into the house and delivered him to his mother. And the woman said to Elijah, Now I know that you are a man of God, and that the word of the Lord in your mouth is truth. 1 Kings 17:17-24. Indeed, the prayer of the righteous man is powerful and effective.
Ahithophel was one of Davids counselors. He was a Gilonite and lived in Giloh. At that time, Absalom had hatched a conspiracy against his father David and he sent for Ahithophel from Giloh and talked him into joining his conspiracy (2Sa 15:12). With the likes of Ahithophel on Absaloms side, Absalom had become a powerful force to reckon with. The
Bible testified that the advice of Ahithophel was like the advice you would get if you had enquired of the Lord (2Sa 16:23). When David heard that Ahithophel his counselor had joined Absalom, he prayed to the Lord and said, O LORD, I pray thee, turn the counsel of Ahithophel into foolishness. (2Sa 15:31). Davids prayer worked. Though all along
Absalom listened to Ahithophel, after Davids prayer, there was a critical moment when Ahithophel advised Absalom to pursue and attack David with twelve thousand soldiers (2Sa 17:1-4). Had Absalom done that, he would have successfully killed David and usurped the throne for himself for good. But he did not listen to Ahithophel (2Sa 17:5-14) and
that marked the beginning of his fall. (2 Samuel 17). Indeed the prayer of a righteous man availeth much. The message that is carried in the wording, The prayer of fervent and effectual especially of the righteous man avails much have a lesson of how much of importance prayer is if it is sincere and passionate coming from the upright one. The truth
is that prayers made from the heart of those who live a good life and have genuine passion and faith can have a tremendous impact since they are not regarded as ordinary, but rather associated with divine intervention. Apart from reminding the person how they can please God, this saying from the Bible also brings to the fore the idea that the
character and the spirit of the person can play a part in the efficacy of prayer. One of the most powerful tools a Christian has is prayer. It is the most direct way to speak to God, to thank Him, to ask Him for things, or just to connect with the Creator about what is going on in life and in the world. When studying the Bible, the importance of prayer is
clear. Individuals in both the Old and New Testaments - before and after the life, death, and resurrection of Christ - prayed passionately, intensely, and sincerely.In the King James Version of the Bible, the book of James has a word to describe this kind of prayer: fervent. Confess your faults one to another, and pray one for another, that ye may be
healed. The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much (James 5:16).Fervent prayer is that model of passionate and sincere calling out to God, whether out of thankfulness, repentance, or need. Understanding the way that word was used, how it is translated in other versions, and seeing examples of that kind of prayer in the Bible can
teach a believer today about how to pray fervently.What Does Fervent Mean?Fervent is a word that has fallen out of fashion over time, but it is still used in some contexts and can appropriately describe a kind of interaction. Fervent means having or displaying a passionate intensity; archaic use: hot, burning, or glowing. Essentially, to do something
fervently is to do something with passion, and an older use of the word was to do something like a burning fire.To pray fervently is to pray with intensity, fueled by the Holy Spirit. It can be any kind of prayer. Someone can be intensely thankful, deeply in need, or embroiled in spiritual warfare. The prayer can be outward, and often fervent prayer does
manifest itself physically in movement, words, and sometimes tears. Some people pray inwardly, but with a burning in their spirit that is just as powerful as the prayer of someone saying their words out loud.Someone can be seen to be praying fervently, but can be insincere, doing it for attention or because they feel peer pressure to pray with passion.
Some pastors, healers, and charismatic leaders are caught being insincere in their false prayers. That is not a fervent prayer, just because it looks like one. God knows the intentions of their hearts.It is also important to look at the idea of fervent prayer in context:Is any among you afflicted? Let him pray. Is any merry? Let him sing psalms. Is any sick
among you? Let him call for the elders of the church; and let them pray over him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord: And the prayer of faith shall save the sick, and the Lord shall raise him up; and if he have committed sins, they shall be forgiven him. Confess your faults one to another, and pray one for another, that ye may be healed. The
effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much. Elias was a man subject to like passions as we are, and he prayed earnestly that it might not rain: and it rained not on the earth by the space of three years and six months. And he prayed again, and the heaven gave rain, and the earth brought forth her fruit (James 5:13-18, KJV).In context,
fervent prayer can be for oneself or others. This passage in James is about how Christians should behave and can support one another, particularly during difficult times. They should pray when they are sick, they should rejoice when good things happen, and fervent prayer sincere prayer fueled by the Holy Spirit can bend the ear of God. James, the
writer of this epistles and historically believed to be the half-brother of Jesus Christ, then gives the example of Elijah - Elias in the King James Version - whose fervent prayer had God hold back rain for 3.5 years. That prayer availed much, because it was sincere and in accordance with Gods will. Why Does Fervent Prayer "Availeth Much"?During the
early 17th century during which the King James Version was first published, the verb avail was used with regularity. It is not an entirely extinct word in the English language, often working its way into academic, scientific, and legal papers. But it is no longer used in the common vernacular, particularly in the United States.The definition of avail is,
help or benefit, use or take advantage of (an opportunity or available resource), use or benefit. When the translators of the Bible said that fervent prayer availeth much, they meant that it can lead to God intervening in many ways. It could be one big miracle, like when Elijah prayed for the rain to stop, or simply God intervening in a situation in the
favor of a Christian, or even God answering a series of prayers. Fervent prayer also helps strengthen the relationship between the individual with the Lord, as it is a long and deep conversation with the Creator.What fervent prayer does not guarantee is that if a Christian prays really, really hard, that they will get whatever they want. The Psalmist
wrote, If I had cherished iniquity in my heart, the Lord would not have listened (Psalm 66:18). Earlier in his letter, James wrote, You ask and do not receive, because you ask wrongly, to spend it on your passions (James 4:3). The Apostle John said, And this is the confidence that we have toward him, that if we ask anything according to his will he hears
us (1 John 5:14). Prayer that is driven by a sinful desire, that leads to worldly gain that does not glorify God, or that is not according to Gods will may not be answered in the affirmative.What Else Does the Bible Say about the Power of Prayer?When looking for a model for fervent, powerful prayer, 1 Samuel contains one of the best examples in the
Bible.A man named Elkanah had two wives, one of whom bore him children, while the other, Hannah, could not. Because of her infertility, Hannah felt great sorrow, so when they went to the Temple, she went and prayed. The Bible records, She was deeply distressed and prayed to the Lord and wept bitterly. And she vowed a vow and said, O Lord of
hosts, if you will indeed look on the affliction of your servant and remember me and not forget your servant, but will give to your servant a son, then I will give him to the Lord all the days of his life, and no razor shall touch his head. As she continued praying before the Lord, Eli observed her mouth. Hannah was speaking in her heart; only her lips
moved, and her voice was not heard. Therefore Eli took her to be a drunken woman (1 Samuel 1:10-13).She was paying with such passion, so fervently, that she was visibly distraught so much so the High Priest thought she had come to the Temple drunk. Her prayer was sincere and came from a place of great sorrow, and God heeded her



prayer.Another person in the Bible who was known for his powerful prayers was the prophet Daniel. He got in trouble with the authorities in Babylon because of his prayer. During the chapters of prophecy, written in the first person by Daniel, he records a prayer asking for forgiveness for the sins of the people.The Bible records the prayer, given here
in part:And I set my face unto the Lord God, to seek by prayer and supplications, with fasting, and sackcloth, and ashes: And I prayed unto the Lord my God, and made my confession, and said, O Lord, the great and dreadful God, keeping the covenant and mercy to them that love him, and to them that keep his commandments; We have sinned, and
have committed iniquity, and have done wickedly, and have rebelled, even by departing from thy precepts and from thy judgments: Neither have we hearkened unto thy servants the prophets, which spake in thy name to our kings, our princes, and our fathers, and to all the people of the land.O Lord, to us belongeth confusion of face, to our kings, to
our princes, and to our fathers, because we have sinned against thee (Daniel 9:3-6, 8, KV]).Daniels prayers helped protect him in the lions den, where God shut the mouth of the large cats to preserve the life of his faithful servant. This prayer reflects the anguish of someone sincerely reflecting on their own wickedness, and of the people they
represent, and coming humbly before God for forgiveness, which He granted. Eventually, the exile to Babylon was ended.How Can We Pray Fervently for Each Other?Part of the Christian life is praying for brothers and sisters in Christ. The Apostle Paul encouraged believers, Be kindly affectioned one to another with brotherly love; in honour
preferring one anotherRejoicing in hope; patient in tribulation; continuing instant in prayer; ... Rejoice with them that do rejoice, and weep with them that weep (Romans 12:10, 12, 15). Taking this to heart, Christians should be as passionate about the blessings, trials, and temptations of their brothers and sisters as they are for their own.Fervent
prayer is not just praying loudly or with great emotion, though that can be a part of it. It is a prayer that is sincere, striving to be conformed to the will of God, and that glorifies Him. Reaching out to the Lord, fueled by the Spirit of God, is a cornerstone of a strong walk that can help a Christian finish the race well. It can also be a part of Gods plan for

action, and lead to an answer to that prayer.SourcesJohnson, Owen. The Passioante Praying of the Effectual Fervent Prayer.Xulon Press, 2012.0xenden, Ashton. Fervent Prayer. London: Hatchard & Co., 1861.Sayler, Mary Harwell. The Book of Bible Prayers. Amazon Digital Services, 2019.Photo credit: Unsplash/Luis Alberto Sanchez TerronesBethany
Verrett is a freelance writer who uses her passion for God, reading, and writing to glorify God. She and her husband have lived all over the country serving their Lord and Savior in ministry. She has a blog on graceandgrowing.com.
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