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seller	In	the	winter	of	1976-77,	my	brother	and	I	were	obsessed	with	a	dictionary-sized	book	published	by	the	Readers	Digest	Association.	(At	that	time,	at	age	9,	I	thought	the	magazine	was	pronounced	Readers	Diggest,	meaning	it	was	packed	with	articles	that	readers	really	dug,	man.	What	can	I	say?	The	seventies	were	hard	on	all	of	us.)The	book
had	a	red	marbled	cover	and	sober	blue	binding,	with	the	title	embossed	in	bold	gilt	lettering:	Strange	Stories,	Amazing	Facts.	There	was	no	subtitle.	There	was	no	need	for	one	the	title	promised	everything	we	wanted,	and	lucky	for	us,	the	book	delivered.On	long	car	trips,	wed	sit	in	the	back	seat	fighting	over	whose	turn	it	was	to	explore	chapters
such	as	Strange	customs	and	superstitions,	Hoaxes,	frauds	and	forgeries,	and	Eccentrics	and	prophecies.	We	thrilled	to	photographs	of	the	Loch	Ness	Monster,	Sri	Lankan	fire	walkers	and	O-Kee-Pa,	The	Torture	Test,	wherein	young	men	of	the	Mandan	tribe	of	Indians	endured	a	brutal	and	horrific	rite	of	passage	that	culminated	in	chopping	off	their
own	pinky	fingers.We	learned	that	people	sometimes	spontaneously	combust,	and	that	an	Italian	monk	named	Padre	Pio	suffered	Christlike	wounds	in	his	hands	called	stigmata.	We	discovered	that	pigs	were	flogged	in	medieval	France	for	breaking	the	law,	and	that	the	entire	crew	of	the	Mary	Celeste	disappeared	one	day,	leaving	the	ship	to	float
empty	around	the	Atlantic.	We	became	acquainted	with	Anastasia,	the	supposed	Romanov	survivor;	and	Spring-Heeled	Jack,	a	demon	who	leapt	about	London	in	the	19th	century,	spitting	blue	fames	in	the	faces	of	young	women.	We	never	wanted	to	read	anything	else,	ever.Not	long	ago,	I	bought	a	copy	of	Strange	Stories,	Amazing	Facts	on	Ebay,	and
its	just	as	riveting	today	as	it	was	when	I	was	9.	But	now	the	best	part	to	read	is	the	final	chapter:	The	World	of	Tomorrow.	Cutting	edge	predictions	from	1976:By	the	end	of	this	century,	giant	tugs	may	be	plying	the	South	Atlantic,	towing	icebergs	seven	miles	long	to	water	the	green	fields	of	the	Sahara.It	looks	as	if	the	day	of	the	wheel	is	over.
(illustrated	by	a	photo	of	an	experimental	monorail	system)Robot	trucks	could	end	road	chaosPilots	may	soon	be	able	to	fly	simply	by	thinkingAnd	my	favorite:With	concentrated,	well-funded	research,	within	a	decade,	the	United	States	could	have	a	solar	industry	that	would	supply	a	good	proportion	of	our	power	needs.	Posted	on	Tuesday,	February
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