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The	13th	century	BC	is	a	period	of	rapid	change	in	arms	and	armour	and,	therefore,	warfare	in	the	Aegean	and	Middle	East.	Types	of	armour	and	weapons	from	Central	Europe	and	the	Balkans	are	starting	to	replace	the	earlier	styles	that	we	know	most	about	from	Late	Bronze	Age	Aegean	art	(and	which	most	people	will	think	of	when	imagining	this
period).	The	Iliad	itself	reflects	a	mix	of	cultural	assumptions	from	earlier	and	later	oral	traditions.	We	see	what	seem	to	be	Bronze	Age	styles	of	helmets	and	shields	mentioned	while	some	of	the	equipment	seem	more	like	the	Iron	Age.	In	Troy:	Fall	of	a	City,	we	sometimes	mix	older	and	later	in	the	same	way,	as	Homer	did,	but	the	primary	inspiration
is	the	Late	Bronze	Age.	Despite	the	world	changing	rapidly,	in	Greece	and	elsewhere,	everything,	even	society	itself,	is	still	based	around	the	chariot	and	chariot	warriors.	Despite	the	world	changing	rapidly,	in	Greece	and	elsewhere,	everything,	even	society	itself,	is	still	based	around	the	chariot	and	chariot	warriors.	The	standard	written	greeting
between	kings	of	equal	standing	in	the	Late	Bronze	Age	world	of	the	Middle	East	and	Aegean,	in	diplomatic	letters	accompanying	rich	gifts	(reflecting	trade)	begins	by	reporting	that	the	king’s	house,	horses,	chariots	and	land	are	well	and	hopes	the	same	is	true	for	his	brother	king.	Horses	were	only	just	beginning	to	be	ridden	more	widely,	and	at	this
time	the	first	horsemen,	scouts	mainly,	are	known	in	battle,	but	hard	stirrups	and	saddles	were	unknown	and	most	mounted	warriors	rode	in	chariots.	Charioteers	could	dismount	to	fight	before	this	period,	in	certain	circumstances,	but	this	is	what	Homer	assumes	is	natural	in	battle.	It	was	less	common	in	the	Middle	East,	but	it	did	occur,	especially
at	sieges,	and	chariot	crew	are	usually	shown	fully	equipped	for	both	roles:	infantry	and	mounted	warrior,	heavily	armoured,	with	shields	carried	in	the	chariots	or	by	special	shield	bearers.	Homer’s	Iliad	envisages	the	heroes	with	spears	that	can	be	thrown	or	kept	to	thrust	with.	Combats	are	a	mix	of	both.	In	the	7th	century	BC,	Greek	art	shows	early
“hoplites”	with	a	pair	of	spears,	one	for	throwing	and	one	for	fighting	with	hand	to	hand.	Later,	it	was	a	single	spear	alone	for	close	fighting.	Siege	warfare,	not	well	developed	in	Greece,	was	highly	advanced	In	the	Middle	East	with	its	many	strongly-fortified	towns.	Large	siege	engines	designed	to	batter	the	walls,	or	pry	away	bricks	or	stones,	were
in	the	Iron	Age	often	designed	to	look	like	powerful	animals:	elephants,	boar,	crocodiles.	The	ploy	of	the	Trojan	Horse	can	be	understood	this	way,	perhaps	misunderstood,	perhaps	playfully	re-invented,	as	well	as	simply	a	cunning	trick.	For	other	uses,	see	Troy	(disambiguation).	Troy	(Hittite:	,	romanized:	Truwiša/Taruiša;	Ancient	Greek:	Τροία,
romanized:	Troíā;	Latin:	Troia)	or	Ilion	(Hittite:	฀฀฀฀,	romanized:	Wiluša;	Ancient	Greek:	Ἴλιον,	romanized:	ĪElion)[1][2][3][4]	was	an	ancient	city	located	in	present-day	Hisarlik,	Turkey.	It	is	best	known	as	the	setting	for	the	Greek	myth	of	the	Trojan	War.	The	archaeological	site	is	open	to	the	public	as	a	tourist	destination,	and	was	added	to	the	UNESCO
World	Heritage	list	in	1998.	TroyἼλιον	(Wiluša)Walls	of	Late	Bronze	Age	TroyShown	within	MarmaraShow	map	of	MarmaraTroy	(Turkey)Show	map	of	TurkeyTroy	(Greece)Show	map	of	GreeceLocationHisarlık,	Çanakkale	Province,	TurkeyRegionTroadCoordinates39°57′27″N	26°14′20″E​	/	​39.95750°N	26.23889°E​	/	39.95750;	26.23889Part	ofHistorical
National	Park	of	TroiaSite	notesArchaeologistsFrank	Calvert,	Heinrich	Schliemann	[8]Website	UNESCO	World	Heritage	SiteTypeCulturalDesignated1998	(22nd	session)Reference	no.849UNESCO	RegionEurope	and	North	America	This	article	contains	cuneiform	script.	Without	proper	rendering	support,	you	may	see	question	marks,	boxes,	or	other
symbols	instead	of	cuneiform	script.	Troy	was	repeatedly	destroyed	and	rebuilt	during	its	4000	years	of	occupation.	As	a	result,	the	site	is	divided	into	nine	archaeological	layers,	each	corresponding	to	a	city	built	on	the	ruins	of	the	previous.	Archaeologists	refer	to	these	layers	using	Roman	numerals,	Troy	I	being	the	earliest	and	Troy	IX	being	the
latest.	Troy	was	first	settled	around	3600	BC	and	grew	into	a	small	fortified	city	around	3000	BC	(Troy	I).	Among	the	early	layers,	Troy	II	is	notable	for	its	wealth	and	imposing	architecture.	During	the	Late	Bronze	Age,	Troy	was	called	Wilusa	and	was	a	vassal	of	the	Hittite	Empire.	The	final	layers	(Troy	VIII-IX)	were	Greek	and	Roman	cities	which
served	as	tourist	attractions	and	religious	centers	because	of	their	link	to	mythic	tradition.	The	site	was	excavated	by	Heinrich	Schliemann	and	Frank	Calvert	starting	in	1871.	Under	the	ruins	of	the	classical	city,	they	found	the	remains	of	numerous	earlier	settlements.	Several	of	these	layers	resemble	literary	depictions	of	Troy,	leading	some	scholars
to	conclude	that	there	is	a	kernel	of	truth	underlying	the	legends.	Subsequent	excavations	by	others	have	added	to	the	modern	understanding	of	the	site,	though	the	exact	relationship	between	myth	and	reality	remains	unclear	and	there	is	no	definitive	evidence	for	a	Greek	attack	on	the	city.[5][6](ppxiv, 180–812)	In	Classical	Greek,	the	city	was
referred	to	as	both	Troia	(Τροία)	and	Ilion	(Ἴλιον)	or	Ilios	(Ἴλιος).	Metrical	evidence	from	the	Iliad	and	the	Odyssey	suggests	that	the	latter	was	originally	pronounced	Wilios.	These	names	seem	to	date	back	to	the	Bronze	Age,	as	suggested	by	Hittite	records	which	refer	to	a	city	in	northwest	Anatolia	called	Wilusa	()	or	Truwisa	()	which	is	generally
identified	with	the	site	of	Hisarlık,	near	Tevfikiye.[1][a][2][3][4]	In	Greek	myth,	these	names	were	held	to	originate	from	the	names	of	the	kingdom's	founders,	Tros	and	his	son	Ilus.[7][8]	In	Latin,	the	city	was	referred	to	as	Troia	or	Ilium.	In	Turkish,	it	is	generally	known	as	Troya	or	Truva.		Schematic	of	the	site.[9][b]	The	archaeological	site	of	Troy
consists	of	the	hill	of	Hisarlık	and	the	fields	below	it	to	the	south.	The	hill	is	a	tell,	composed	of	strata	containing	the	remains	left	behind	by	more	than	three	millennia	of	human	occupation.	The	primary	divisions	among	layers	are	designated	with	Roman	numerals,	Troy	I	representing	the	oldest	layer	and	Troy	IX	representing	the	most	recent.	Sublayers
are	distinguished	with	lowercase	letters	(e.g.	VIIa	and	VIIb)	and	further	subdivisions	with	numbers	(e.g.	VIIb1	and	VIIb2).	An	additional	major	layer	known	as	Troy	0	predates	the	layers	which	were	initially	given	Roman	numeral	designations.	The	layers	have	been	given	relative	dates	by	comparing	artefacts	found	in	them	to	those	found	at	other	sites.
However,	precise	absolute	dates	are	not	always	possible	due	to	limitations	in	the	accuracy	of	C14	dating.[10]	Layer	Dates	Period[c]	Troy	0	3600–3000	BC	Neolithic	and	Early	Bronze	Age	Troy	I	3000–2550	BC	Early	Bronze	Age	Troy	II	2500–2300	BC	Early	Bronze	Age	Troy	III	2300–2200	BC	Early	Bronze	Age	Troy	IV	2200–2000	BC	Early	Bronze	Age
Troy	V	2000–1750	BC	Early	Bronze	Age	Troy	VI	1750–1300	BC	Middle	Bronze	Age	and	Late	Bronze	Age	Troy	VIIa	1300–1180	BC	Late	Bronze	Age	Troy	VIIb	1180–950	BC	Late	Bronze	Age	and	Dark	Age	Troy	VIII	950–85	BC	Classical	and	Hellenistic	Troy	IX	85	BC–500	AD	Roman	Troy	0	is	a	pre-Bronze	Age	layer	known	from	limited	finds	of	pottery
shards	and	wooden	beams.	It	is	tentatively	dated	to	c. 3600–3500	BC	but	little	is	known	about	it.[11][12][better	source	needed]		Troy	I's	fortifications	were	the	most	elaborate	in	northwestern	Anatolia	at	the	time.[13][14](pp9–12)	Troy	I	was	founded	around	3000	BC	on	what	was	then	the	eastern	shore	of	a	shallow	lagoon.	It	was	significantly	smaller
than	later	settlements	at	the	site,	with	a	citadel	covering	less	than	1	ha.	However,	it	stood	out	from	its	neighbours	in	particular	for	its	massive	limestone	fortifications	which	were	regularly	renovated	and	strengthened.	Defensive	architecture	would	continue	to	be	a	distinctive	characteristic	in	later	periods,	reflecting	perennial	security	concerns	at	the
vulnerable	coastal	site.[15][14](pp9–12)	Residents	lived	in	attached	houses	made	of	stone	and	mudbrick.	Some	houses	had	a	megaron	layout,	among	which	one	room	is	notably	larger	than	the	others.	Although	the	city	plan	is	not	entirely	clear	from	its	limited	remains,	the	houses	appear	to	have	been	oriented	in	parallel	to	the	southern	walls.	Artifacts
from	this	era	include	dark	coloured	handmade	pottery,	objects	made	of	copper,	as	well	as	a	monumental	stone	stele	with	a	relief	depicting	an	armed	warrior.[15][14]	Troy	I	was	founded	as	part	of	a	consolidation	of	settlement	in	the	area.	Its	founders	came	from	nearby	towns	such	as	Kumtepe	and	Gülpınar,	which	had	been	part	of	an	earlier	network
that	had	cultural	and	economic	ties	to	the	eastern	Aegean	and	southeastern	Europe.	Troy	itself	appears	to	have	maintained	these	connections,	showing	similarities	to	sites	in	Thessaly	and	southeastern	Europe,	as	well	as	Aegean	sites	such	as	Poliochni	in	Lemnos	and	Thermi	in	Lesbos.	Despite	some	connections	to	Anatolian	sites	including	Bademağacı,
it	did	not	yet	have	the	close	ties	with	central	Anatolia	seen	later.[15][14]	Troy	I	was	destroyed	by	fire	around	2550	BC.[15][14]	Troy	II	was	built	around	2550	BC.	Although	there	is	no	evidence	of	a	cultural	break	after	the	previous	settlement,	the	new	city	had	a	very	different	character.	It	was	twice	the	size	of	the	preceding	city,	featuring	a	lower	town
as	well	as	an	expanded	citadel	divided	into	two	precincts.	These	precincts,	divided	by	colonnades,	suggest	growing	socio-political	stratification	in	Trojan	society.	At	the	center	were	large	megaron-style	buildings	around	a	courtyard	which	was	likely	used	for	public	events.	One	of	these	buildings,	Megaron	IIA,	is	the	biggest	known	building	of	its	kind	in
the	Aegean-Anatolian	region.[15][14](pp11–19)	The	citadel	was	protected	by	massive	stone	walls	and	towers	topped	with	mudbrick	superstructures.	It	was	accessed	through	two	ramps,	one	of	which	is	well	preserved	and	attracts	attention	from	modern	day	tourists.	Because	the	city	was	not	large	enough	to	require	two	gates	for	practical	purposes,
some	archaeologists	have	speculated	that	one	of	the	gates	was	intended	for	ceremonial	processions.	The	lower	city	was	protected	by	a	wooden	palisade	unlike	any	other	known	in	that	era.	It	was	a	complex	structure	nearly	3	metres	wide,	with	interior	buttresses	and	columns	and	beams	secured	in	notches	cut	into	the	bedrock.[15][14](pp11–19)	Wheel-
made	pottery	appears	at	the	site	for	the	first	time,	along	with	caches	of	treasures	that	attest	to	Trojan	participation	in	networks	of	aristocratic	competition.	These	items	were	made	from	amber	imported	from	the	Baltic	region,	carnelian	imported	from	India,	and	lapis	imported	from	Afghanistan.	Some	of	these	items	are	strikingly	similar	to	those	found
at	sites	such	as	Poliochni	and	Ur,	leading	some	scholars	to	speculate	that	they	may	have	been	made	by	itinerant	jewellers	who	worked	routes	covering	much	of	the	Ancient	Near	East.[15][14](pp11–19)	Troy	II	was	destroyed	twice.	After	the	first	destruction,	the	citadel	was	rebuilt	with	a	dense	cluster	of	small	houses	on	an	irregular	plan.	The	final
destruction	took	place	around	2300	BC.	While	some	scholars	have	linked	this	destruction	to	a	broader	crisis	that	affected	other	Near	Eastern	sites,	there	is	no	definitive	evidence	for	the	city	having	been	destroyed	by	an	attack.[15][16][14]	Troy	II	is	notable	for	having	been	misidentified	as	Homeric	Troy,	during	initial	excavations,	because	of	its
massive	architecture,	treasure	hoards,	and	catastrophic	destruction.	In	particular	Schliemann	saw	Homer's	description	of	Troy's	Scaean	Gate	reflected	in	Troy	II's	imposing	western	gate.	However,	later	excavations	demonstrated	that	the	site	was	a	thousand	years	too	old	to	have	coexisted	with	Mycenaean	Greeks.[15][16][17][18]	Troy	II			Southwest
ramp	of	Troy	II.			Side	view	of	southwest	ramp.			Troy	II	walls	with	modern	reconstructed	mudbrick[19]			Troy	II	fortifications	with	modern	reconstructed	mudbrick		"Schliemann's	Trench".	Layers	are	marked	with	Roman	numerals.	Troy	continued	to	be	occupied	between	2300	BC	and	1750	BC.	However,	little	is	known	about	these	several	layers	due	to
Schliemann's	careless	excavation	practices.	In	order	to	fully	excavate	the	citadel	of	Troy	II,	he	destroyed	most	remains	from	this	period	without	first	documenting	them.	These	settlements	appear	to	have	been	smaller	and	poorer	than	previous	ones,	though	this	interpretation	could	be	merely	the	result	of	gaps	in	the	surviving	evidence.	The	settlements
included	a	dense	residential	neighbourhood	in	the	citadel.	Walls	from	Troy	II	may	have	been	reused	as	part	of	Troy	III	(c.	2350/2300-2200/2150	BC).	Troy	IV	(c.	2000-1820	BC)	sees	the	introduction	of	domed	ovens.	By	the	period	of	Troy	V	(c.	1820-1750	BC),	the	city	had	once	again	expanded	outside	the	citadel	to	the	west.	In	Troy	V,	artefacts	include
Anatolian-style	"red-cross	bowls"	as	well	as	imported	Minoan	objects.[15]	They	would	trade	with	other	cities	around	them.	Main	article:	Late	Bronze	Age	Troy	Troy	VI–VII	was	a	major	Late	Bronze	Age	city	consisting	of	a	steep	fortified	citadel	and	a	sprawling	lower	town	below	it.	It	was	a	thriving	coastal	city	with	a	considerable	population,	equal	in
size	to	second-tier	Hittite	settlements.	It	had	a	distinct	Northwest	Anatolian	culture	and	extensive	foreign	contacts,	including	with	Mycenaean	Greece,	and	its	position	at	the	mouth	of	the	Dardanelles	has	been	argued	to	have	given	it	the	function	of	regional	capital,	its	status	protected	by	treaties.[20]	Aspects	of	its	architecture	are	consistent	with	the
Iliad's	description	of	mythic	Troy,	and	several	of	its	sublayers	(VIh	and	VIIa)	show	potential	signs	of	violent	destruction.	Thus,	these	sublayers	are	among	the	candidates	for	a	potential	historical	setting	of	those	myths.[6](p59)	Troy	VI	and	VII	were	given	separate	labels	by	early	excavators,	but	current	research	has	shown	that	the	first	several	sublayers
of	Troy	VII	were	in	fact	continuations	of	the	earlier	city.	Although	some	scholars	have	proposed	revising	the	nomenclature	to	reflect	this	consensus,	the	original	terms	are	typically	used	to	avoid	confusion.[21][5][6](p198)	Troy	VI	existed	from	around	1750	BC	to	1300	BC.	Its	citadel	was	divided	into	a	series	of	rising	terraces,	of	which	only	the
outermost	is	reasonably	well-preserved.	On	this	terrace,	archaeologists	have	found	the	remains	of	freestanding	multistory	houses	where	Trojan	elites	would	have	lived.	These	houses	lacked	ground-floor	windows,	and	their	stone	exterior	walls	mirrored	the	architecture	of	the	citadel	fortifications.	However,	they	otherwise	display	an	eclectic	mix	of
architectural	styles,	some	following	the	classic	megaron	design,	others	even	having	irregular	floorplans.	Some	of	these	houses	show	potential	Aegean	influence,	one	in	particular	resembling	the	megaron	at	Midea	in	the	Argolid.	Archaeologists	believe	there	may	have	been	a	royal	palace	on	the	highest	terrace,	but	most	Bronze	Age	remains	from	the
top	of	the	hill	were	cleared	away	by	classical	era	building	projects.[6](pp 58–59)[5][14](pp20, 24)		Artist's	representation	of	House	VI	M,	part	of	the	palatial	complex	The	citadel	was	enclosed	by	a	massive	wall	whose	limestone	base	is	visible	to	modern	day	visitors.	These	walls	were	periodically	renovated,	expanding	from	an	initial	width	of	1.2	to	5
metres	(3.9	to	16.4	ft)	around	1400	BC.	During	the	Bronze	Age	they	would	have	been	overlaid	with	wood	and	mudbrick	superstructures,	reaching	a	height	over	9	metres	(30	ft).	The	walls	were	built	in	a	"sawtooth"	style	made	of	7–10	metres	(23–33	ft)	segments	which	joined	at	shallow	angles.	This	characteristic	is	common	in	the	walls	of	Mycenaean
citadels,	though	at	Troy	it	is	also	found	in	other	buildings,	suggesting	that	it	may	have	been	decorative.	The	walls	also	have	a	notable	slope,	similar	to	those	at	other	sites	including	Hattusa.	However,	the	walls	differ	from	contemporary	Aegean	and	Anatolian	sites	both	in	their	lack	of	figural	sculpture	and	in	their	masonry.	While	Troy	VI's	walls	were
made	entirely	of	close-fitting	ashlars,	contemporary	sites	typically	used	ashlars	around	a	rubble	core.[6](pp 58–59)[5][15][14](pp20–21)	Troy	VI's	walls	were	overlooked	by	several	rectangular	watchtowers,	which	would	also	have	provided	a	clear	view	of	Trojan	plain	and	the	sea	beyond	it.	The	citadel	was	accessed	by	five	gates,	which	led	into	paved
and	drained	cobblestone	streets.	Some	of	these	gates	featured	enormous	pillars	which	serve	no	structural	purpose	and	have	been	interpreted	as	religious	symbols.	The	halls	were	built	in	megaron	style,	resembling	Mycenaean	architecture.[6](pp 58–59)[5][22][15][14](pp20–21, 24)	The	lower	town	was	built	to	the	south	of	the	citadel,	covering	an	area
of	roughly	30	hectares.	Remains	of	a	dense	neighbourhood	have	been	found	just	outside	the	citadel	walls,	and	traces	of	Bronze	Age	occupation	have	been	found	further	away.	These	include	huts,	stone	paving,	threshing	floors,	pithoi,	and	waste	left	behind	by	Bronze	Age	industry	such	as	murex	shells	associated	with	the	manufacture	of	purple	dye.	The
extent	of	the	lower	town	is	evidenced	by	a	defensive	ditch	cut	1-2	into	the	bedrock.	A	wall	or	palisade	may	have	stood	several	meters	behind	the	ditch,	as	in	the	outer	defences	of	other	cities	such	as	Qadesh	and	Carchemish.	However,	material	evidence	for	such	a	wall	is	limited	to	postholes	and	cuts	in	the	bedrock.[5][23][14](pp22–23)	The	lower	city
was	only	discovered	in	the	late	1980s,	earlier	excavators	having	assumed	that	Troy	VI	occupied	only	the	hill	of	Hisarlık.	Its	discovery	led	to	a	dramatic	reassessment	of	Troy	VI,	showing	that	it	was	over	16	times	larger	than	had	been	assumed,	and	thus	a	major	city	with	a	large	population	rather	than	a	mere	aristocratic	residence.	However,	only	2–3%
of	the	lower	city	had	been	excavated	as	of	2013,	and	few	architectural	features	are	likely	to	exist.	Almost	2m	of	the	surface	has	eroded,	likely	removing	much	of	the	evidence	that	hadn't	already	decomposed,	been	built	over,	or	reused	in	later	construction.[5][23][6](pp 61–64)[14](pp22–23)	The	material	culture	of	Troy	VI	appears	to	belong	to	a	distinct
Northwest	Anatolian	cultural	group,	with	influences	from	the	Aegean	and	the	Balkans.	The	primary	local	pottery	styles	were	wheel-made	Tan	Ware	and	Anatolian	Gray	Ware.	Both	styles	were	offshoots	of	an	earlier	Middle	Helladic	tradition	related	to	Minyan	Ware.	The	earliest	grey	ware	at	Troy	was	made	in	Aegean	shapes,	though	by	1700	BC	it	had
been	replaced	by	Anatolian	shapes.	Foreign	pottery	found	at	the	site	includes	Minoan,	Mycenaean,	Cypriot,	and	Levantine	items.	Local	potters	also	made	their	own	imitations	of	foreign	styles,	including	Gray	Ware	and	Tan	Ware	pots	made	in	Mycenaean-style	shapes,	particularly	after	1500	BC.	Although	the	city	appears	to	have	been	within	the	Hittite
sphere	of	influence,	no	Hittite	artefacts	have	been	found	in	Troy	VI.	Also	notably	absent	are	sculptures	and	wall	paintings,	otherwise	common	features	of	Bronze	Age	cities.	Troy	VI	is	also	notable	for	its	architectural	innovations	as	well	as	its	cultural	developments,	which	included	the	first	evidence	of	horses	at	the	site.[24][15][14](pp25)[5][23]	The
language	spoken	in	Troy	VI	is	unknown.	One	candidate	is	Luwian,	an	Anatolian	language	believed	to	have	been	spoken	in	the	general	area.	Potential	evidence	comes	from	a	biconvex	seal	inscribed	with	the	name	of	a	person	using	Anatolian	hieroglyphs	often	used	to	write	Luwian.	However,	available	evidence	is	not	sufficient	to	establish	that	Luwian
was	actually	spoken	by	the	city's	population,	and	a	number	of	alternatives,	such	as	Greek	and	Lemnian-Etruscan,	have	been	proposed.	Hittite	documents	found	at	Hattusa	suggest	that	literacy	existed	at	Troy	and	that	the	city	may	have	had	a	written	archive.	The	Alaksandu	Treaty	required	King	Alaksandu	to	read	its	text	publicly	three	times	a	year,
while	the	Milawata	letter	mentions	that	the	deposed	King	Walmu	was	still	in	possession	of	wooden	investiture	tablets.	The	archive	would	likely	have	been	housed	in	the	citadel's	innermost	precinct,	whose	remains	were	pushed	over	the	northern	side	of	the	hill	during	3rd	century	construction.	Despite	attempts	to	sift	through	the	rubble,	no	documents
have	been	found.[6](pp 117–122)[25][26][14](pp34–35)	Troy	VI	was	destroyed	around	1300	BC,	corresponding	with	the	sublayer	known	as	Troy	VIh.	Damage	in	the	Troy	VIh	layer	includes	extensive	collapsed	masonry	and	subsidence	in	the	southeast	of	the	citadel,	indicative	of	an	earthquake.	Alternative	hypotheses	include	an	internal	uprising	as	well
as	a	foreign	attack,	though	the	city	was	not	burned	and	no	victims	were	found	in	the	debris.[5][6](pp 64–66)[14](p30)	Troy	VI–VII	citadel	walls			Troy	VI	East	Gate	and	Troy	VI	houses	on	the	terrace	immediately	above.			Tower	at	the	East	Gate	Complex			East	Gate	cul	de	sac	(Troy	IX	walls	on	the	right)			Wall	segment	near	the	East	Gate			Side	view	of
wall			South	Gate			Non-structural	pillar	at	the	South	Gate	Troy	VIIa	was	the	final	layer	of	the	Late	Bronze	Age	city.	It	was	built	soon	after	the	destruction	of	Troy	VI,	seemingly	by	its	previous	inhabitants.	The	builders	reused	many	of	the	earlier	city's	surviving	structures,	notably	its	citadel	wall,	which	they	renovated	with	additional	stone	towers	and
mudbrick	breastworks.	Numerous	small	houses	were	added	inside	the	citadel,	filling	in	formerly	open	areas.	New	houses	were	also	built	in	the	lower	city,	whose	area	appears	to	have	been	greater	in	Troy	VIIa	than	in	Troy	VI.	In	many	of	these	houses,	archaeologists	found	enormous	storage	jars	called	pithoi	buried	in	the	ground.	Troy	VIIa	seems	to
have	been	built	by	survivors	of	Troy	VI's	destruction,	as	evidenced	by	continuity	in	material	culture.	However,	the	character	of	the	city	appears	to	have	changed,	the	citadel	growing	crowded	and	foreign	imports	declining.[5][6](p 59)	The	city	was	destroyed	around	1180	BC,	roughly	contemporary	with	the	Late	Bronze	Age	collapse	but	subsequent	to
the	destruction	of	the	Mycenaean	palaces.	The	destruction	layer	shows	evidence	of	enemy	attack,	including	scorch	marks.[5][15][6](p 59)		Anatolian	Grey	Ware	After	the	destruction	of	Troy	VIIa	around	1180	BC,	the	city	was	rebuilt	as	Troy	VIIb.	Older	structures	were	again	reused,	including	Troy	VI's	citadel	walls.	Its	first	phase,	Troy	VIIb1,	appears	to
be	largely	a	continuation	of	Troy	VIIa.	Residents	continued	using	wheel-made	Grey	Ware	pottery	alongside	a	new	handmade	style	sometimes	known	as	"barbarian	ware".	Imported	Mycenaean-style	pottery	attests	to	some	continuing	foreign	trade.	However,	the	city's	population	appears	to	have	dropped,	and	rebuilding	seems	to	be	confined	to	the
citadel.[5][15][6](pp 66–67)	One	of	the	most	striking	finds	from	Troy	VIIb1	is	a	bronze	biconvex	hieroglyphic	Luwian	seal	giving	the	name	of	a	woman	on	one	side	and	the	name	of	a	man	who	worked	as	a	scribe	on	the	other.[27]	The	seal	is	important	since	it	is	the	only	example	of	preclassical	writing	found	at	the	site,	and	provides	potential	evidence
that	Troy	VIIb1	had	a	Luwian-speaking	population.	However,	the	find	is	puzzling	since	palace	bureaucracies	had	largely	disappeared	by	this	era.	Proposed	explanations	include	the	possibility	that	it	belonged	to	an	itinerant	freelance	scribe	and	alternatively	that	it	dates	from	an	earlier	era	than	its	find	context	would	suggest.[5][15][6](p 118)	Troy	VIIb2
is	marked	by	dramatic	cultural	changes	including	walls	made	of	upright	stones	and	a	handmade	knobbed	pottery	style	known	as	Buckelkeramik.	These	practices,	which	existed	alongside	older	local	traditions,	have	been	argued	to	reflect	immigrant	populations	arriving	from	southwest	Europe.	These	newcomers	may	have	shared	an	origin	with	the
Phrygians	who	initiated	similar	cultural	shifts	at	sites	such	as	Gordion.	This	layer	was	destroyed	around	1050	BC	after	an	apparent	earthquake.[5][15][6](pp 66–67)[14](pp38–40)	Troy	VIIb3	dates	from	the	Protogeometric	era.	No	new	builds	were	constructed,	so	its	existence	is	known	primarily	from	artefacts	found	in	the	West	Sanctuary	and	terraces
on	south	side	of	mound.	These	areas	were	excavated	in	the	1990s,	surprising	the	archaeologists	who	had	assumed	that	the	site	was	abandoned	until	the	Archaic	Era.	Locally	made	neck-handled	amphoras	shows	that	Troy	still	had	a	pottery	industry,	possibly	associated	with	a	wine	or	oil	industry.	The	style	of	these	pots	shows	stylistic	similarities	to
other	North	Aegean	sites,	suggesting	cultural	contact.	(Because	other	artefacts	do	not	show	these	links,	archaeologists	believe	that	Greek	settlement	of	Troy	did	not	begin	until	later.)	Both	the	Troy	VI	walls	and	the	Troy	VIIa	Terrace	House	were	reused	for	worship	and	communal	feasting,	as	evidenced	by	animal	bones,	pottery	assemblages,	and	traces
of	burned	incense.	Strikingly,	the	Terrace	House	was	not	renovated	when	it	was	adopted	as	a	cult	center	and	thus	must	have	been	used	in	a	ruined	state,	potentially	suggesting	that	the	occupants	of	Troy	VIIb3	were	deliberately	re-engaging	with	their	past.[5][15][6](pp 66–67)[14](pp45–50)	Troy	VIIb	was	destroyed	by	fire	around	950	BC.	However,
some	houses	in	the	citadel	were	left	intact	and	the	site	continued	to	be	occupied,	if	only	sparsely.[5][15]	Troy	VIII	was	founded	during	the	Greek	Dark	Ages	and	lasted	until	the	Roman	era.	Though	the	site	had	never	been	entirely	abandoned,	its	redevelopment	as	a	major	city	was	spurred	by	Greek	immigrants	who	began	building	around	700	BC.
During	the	Archaic	period,	the	city's	defences	once	again	included	the	reused	citadel	wall	of	Troy	VI.	Later	on,	the	walls	became	tourist	attractions	and	sites	of	worship.	Other	remains	of	the	Bronze	Age	city	were	destroyed	by	the	Greeks'	building	projects,	notably	the	peak	of	the	citadel	where	the	Troy	VI	palace	is	likely	to	have	stood.	By	the	classical
era,	the	city	had	numerous	temples,	a	theatre,	among	other	public	buildings,	and	was	once	again	expanding	to	the	south	of	the	citadel.	Troy	VIII	was	destroyed	in	85	BC,	and	subsequently	rebuilt	as	Troy	IX.	A	series	of	earthquakes	devastated	the	city	around	500	AD,	though	finds	from	the	Late	Byzantine	era	attest	to	continued	habitation	at	a	small
scale.[5][15]	Troy	VIII–IX			Troy	VIII	Temple	of	Athena,	built	over	the	ruins	of	the	Bronze	Age	palatial	complex			Troy	IX	Odeon[28]			Troy	IX	Roman	bath[29]		Alexandria	Troas	Early	modern	travellers	in	the	16th	and	17th	centuries,	including	Pierre	Belon	and	Pietro	Della	Valle,	had	mistakenly	identified	Troy	with	Alexandria	Troas,	a	ruined	Hellenistic
town	approximately	20	kilometres	(12	mi)	south	of	Hisarlık.[30]	In	the	late	18th	century,	Jean	Baptiste	LeChevalier	identified	a	location	near	the	village	of	Pınarbaşı,	Ezine,	a	mound	approximately	5	kilometres	(3.1	mi)	south	of	the	currently	accepted	location.	Published	in	his	Voyage	de	la	Troade,	it	was	the	most	commonly	proposed	location	for	almost
a	century.[31]	In	1822,	the	Scottish	journalist	Charles	Maclaren	was	the	first	to	identify	with	confidence	the	position	of	the	city	as	it	is	now	known.[32][33]	The	first	excavations	at	the	site	were	trenches	by	British	civil	engineer	John	Brunton	in	1855.[34]	The	next	excavation	at	Hisarlık	was	conducted	in	1865	by	Frank	Calvert,	a	Turkish	Levantine	man
of	English	descent	who	owned	a	farm	nearby.	Calvert	made	extensive	surveys	of	the	site	and	correctly	identified	it	with	classical-era	Ilion.[35]	This	identification	convinced	Heinrich	Schliemann	that	Homeric	Troy	should	be	sought	beneath	the	classical-era	remains	and	led	to	their	subsequent	partnership.[d][37]		Heinrich	Schliemann	In	1868,	German
businessman	Heinrich	Schliemann	visited	Calvert,	and	secured	permission	to	excavate	Hisarlık.	At	this	point	in	time,	the	mound	was	about	200	meters	long	and	somewhat	less	than	150	meters	wide.	It	rose	31.2	meters	above	the	plain	and	38.5	meters	above	sea	level.	As	with	Calvert	and	others,	in	April	1870	Schliemann	began	by	excavating	a	trench
across	the	mound	of	Hisarlık	to	the	depth	of	the	settlements,	today	called	"Schliemann's	Trench".[38]	In	1871–1873	and	1878–1879,	1882	and	1890	(the	later	two	joined	by	Wilhelm	Dörpfeld),	he	discovered	the	ruins	of	a	series	of	ancient	cities	dating	from	the	Bronze	Age	to	the	Roman	period.[39][40]	Schliemann	was	planning	for	another	excavation
season	in	1891	when	he	died	in	December	1890.	He	proposed	that	the	second	layer,	Troy	II,	corresponded	to	the	city	of	legend,	though	later	research	has	shown	that	it	predated	the	Mycenaean	era	by	several	hundred	years.	Significant	finds	included	many	"owl-headed	idols"	and	stone	axes	from	the	lower	levels.[41][42]		Golden	bottle	and	goblets
from	Priam's	Treasure.	Pushkin	Museum	Some	of	the	most	notable	artefacts	found	by	Schliemann	are	known	as	Priam's	Treasure,	after	the	legendary	Trojan	king.	Many	of	these	ended	up	in	the	Istanbul	Archaeology	Museum.	Almost	all	the	precious	metal	objects	that	went	to	Berlin	were	confiscated	by	the	Soviet	Union	in	1945	and	are	now	in	Pushkin
Museum	in	Moscow.[43]	Even	in	his	own	time	Schliemann's	legacy	was	controversial	because	of	his	excavation	methods	which	included	removing	features	he	considered	insignificant	without	first	studying	and	documenting	them.[38]		Artifacts	which	Schliemann	dubbed	Priam's	Treasure		Hisarlık,	pictured	in	1880.	The	notch	at	the	top	is
"Schliemann's	Trench".	Wilhelm	Dörpfeld	(1893–1894)	began	working	the	site	alongside	Schliemann	and	later	inherited	excavation	at	the	site	and	published	his	own	independent	work.[44]	His	chief	contributions	were	to	the	study	of	Troy	VI	and	VII,	which	Schliemann	had	overlooked	due	to	his	focus	on	Troy	II.	Dörpfeld's	interest	in	these	layers	was
triggered	by	the	need	to	close	a	hole	in	the	initial	excavators'	chronology	known	as	"Calvert's	Thousand	Year	Gap".[45]	During	his	excavation,	Dörpfeld	came	across	a	section	of	the	Troy	VI	wall	which	was	weaker	than	the	rest.	Since	the	mythic	city	had	likewise	had	a	weak	section	of	its	walls,	Dörpfeld	became	convinced	that	this	layer	corresponded	to
Homeric	Troy.[46]	Schliemann	himself	privately	agreed	that	Troy	VI	was	more	likely	to	be	the	Homeric	city,	but	he	never	published	anything	stating	so.[47]	Carl	Blegen,	professor	at	the	University	of	Cincinnati,	managed	the	site	1932–38.	Wilhelm	Dörpfeld	collaborated	with	Blegen.[48]	These	archaeologists,	though	following	Schliemann's	lead,	added
a	professional	approach	not	available	to	Schliemann.	He	showed	that	there	were	at	least	nine	cities.	In	his	research,	Blegen	came	to	a	conclusion	that	Troy's	nine	levels	could	be	further	divided	into	forty-six	sublevels,[49]	which	he	published	in	his	main	report.[50]	A	post	hoc	Correspondence	Analysis	of	Blegen's	pottery	sequence	showed	a	100-year
gap	between	Troy	III	and	Troy	IV.	Combined	with	a	similar	analysis	of	the	pottery	sequences	of	Korfmann	and	Schliemann	this	suggests	that	for	a	time	in	the	late	Early	Bronze	Age	occupation	contracted	to	the	western	end	of	the	citadel	mound.[51]	From	1988	to	2005,	excavations	were	conducted	by	a	team	from	the	University	of	Tübingen	and	the
University	of	Cincinnati	under	the	direction	of	Professor	Manfred	Korfmann,	with	Professor	Brian	Rose	overseeing	Post-Bronze	Age	(Greek,	Roman,	Byzantine)	excavation	along	the	coast	of	the	Aegean	Sea	at	the	Bay	of	Troy.	Possible	evidence	of	a	battle	was	found	in	the	form	of	bronze	arrowheads	and	fire-damaged	human	remains	buried	in	layers
dated	to	the	early	12th	century	BC.	The	question	of	Troy	VI's	status	in	the	Bronze-Age	world	was	the	subject	of	a	sometimes	acerbic	debate	between	Korfmann	and	the	Tübingen	historian	Frank	Kolb	in	2001–2002.[52][53][54]	One	of	the	major	discoveries	of	these	excavations	was	the	Troy	VI–VII	lower	city.	This	lower	town	had	a	wide	anti-chariot
defensive	ditch	backed	by	a	wooden	palisade.	Added	to	the	citadel	this	lower	town	would	have	brought	Troy	up	to	an	area	of	around	200,000	square	meters.	This	discovery	led	to	a	major	reinterpretation	of	the	site,	which	had	previously	been	regarded	as	a	small	aristocratic	residence	rather	than	a	major	settlement.[55]	A	number	of	radiocarbon	dates,
from	charcoal	samples,	were	obtained	from	various	phases	of	the	Troy	I	level.[56]	From	2006	until	2012,	these	excavations	continued	under	the	direction	of	Korfmann's	colleague	Ernst	Pernicka,	with	a	new	digging	permit.[57][58]	In	2013,	an	international	team	made	up	of	cross-disciplinary	experts	led	by	William	Aylward,	an	archaeologist	at	the
University	of	Wisconsin-Madison,	was	to	carry	out	new	excavations.	This	activity	was	to	be	conducted	under	the	auspices	of	Çanakkale	Onsekiz	Mart	University	and	was	to	use	the	new	technique	of	"molecular	archaeology".[59]	A	few	days	before	the	Wisconsin	team	was	to	leave,	the	Turkish	government	cancelled	about	100	excavation	permits
throughout	Turkey,	including	Wisconsin's.[60]	Since	2014	excavations	have	been	conducted	by	a	Çanakkale	Onsekiz	Mart	University	team	led	by	Rüstem	Aslan.[61]	The	excavators	claim	to	have	found	a	"Level	0"	at	Troy	near	the	entrance	of	Troy-II	with	the	new	level	pushing	the	city's	history	back	600	years.[62][63]	Since	2016	the	University	of
Amsterdam	has	conducted	a	project	to	examine	the	150-year	history	of	excavation	at	the	site.[64]	Troy	I–V	predate	writing	and	thus	are	known	entirely	from	their	archaeological	remains.	However,	written	records	about	the	city	appear	starting	with	the	Late	Bronze	Age	Troy	VI	and	continuing	into	the	Greek	and	Roman	era	Troy	VIII-IX.	Further
information:	Wilusa	and	Ahhiyawa	Troy	VI–VII	is	believed	to	be	the	city	referred	to	as	Wilusa	and	Taruisa	in	Hittite	records.	These	correspondences	were	first	proposed	in	1924	by	E.	Forrer	on	the	basis	of	linguistic	similarities,	since	"Taruisa"	is	a	plausible	correspondent	of	the	Greek	name	"Troia"	and	"Wilusa"	likewise	for	the	Greek	"Wilios"	(later
"Ilios").	Subsequent	research	on	Hittite	geography	has	made	these	identifications	more	secure,	though	not	all	scholars	regard	them	as	firmly	established.	Texts	concerning	Wilusa	are	of	particular	relevance	to	later	legends	since	they	suggest	that	Wilusa	was	within	the	sphere	of	influence	of	Mycenaean	Greece,	which	the	Hittites	referred	to	as
Ahhiyawa.[65](pp 1–6)[6](pp 86, 181–182)	Wilusa	first	appears	in	Hittite	records	around	1400	BC,	when	it	was	one	of	the	twenty-two	states	of	the	Assuwa	Confederation	which	unsuccessfully	attempted	to	oppose	the	Hittite	Empire.	Circumstantial	evidence	raises	the	possibility	that	the	rebellion	was	supported	by	the	Ahhiyawa.[5][6](p 59)[66][67]	By
the	late	1300s	BC,	Wilusa	had	become	politically	aligned	with	the	Hittites.	Texts	from	this	period	mention	two	kings	named	Kukkunni	and	Alaksandu	who	maintained	peaceful	relations	with	the	Hittites	even	as	other	states	in	the	area	did	not.	Wilusan	soldiers	may	have	served	in	the	Hittite	army	during	the	Battle	of	Kadesh.	A	bit	later,	Wilusa	seems	to
have	experienced	the	political	turmoil	suffered	by	many	of	its	neighbours.	References	in	the	Manapa-Tarhunta	letter	and	Tawagalawa	letter	suggest	that	a	Wilusan	king	either	rebelled	or	was	deposed.	This	turmoil	may	have	been	related	to	the	exploits	of	Piyamaradu,	a	Western	Anatolian	warlord	who	toppled	other	pro-Hittite	rulers	while	acting	on
behalf	the	Ahhiyawa.	However,	Piyamaradu	is	never	explicitly	identified	as	the	culprit	and	certain	features	of	the	text	suggest	that	he	was	not.[6](pp 107–111, 182–185)[65](pp 133–134, 174–177)	The	final	reference	to	Wilusa	in	the	historical	record	appears	in	the	Milawata	letter,	in	which	the	Hittite	king	Tudhaliya	IV	expresses	his	intention	to	reinstall
a	deposed	Wilusan	king	named	Walmu.[6](pp 112, 183)[65](pp 278–279, 123, 131–133)	In	popular	writing,	these	anecdotes	have	been	interpreted	as	evidence	for	a	historical	kernel	in	myths	of	the	Trojan	War.	However,	scholars	have	not	found	historical	evidence	for	any	particular	event	from	the	legends,	and	the	Hittite	documents	do	not	suggest	that
Wilusa-Troy	was	ever	attacked	by	Greeks-Ahhiyawa	themselves.	Noted	Hittiteologist	Trevor	Bryce	cautions	that	our	current	understanding	of	Wilusa's	history	does	not	provide	evidence	for	there	having	been	an	actual	Trojan	War	since	"the	less	material	one	has,	the	more	easily	it	can	be	manipulated	to	fit	whatever	conclusion	one	wishes	to	come	up
with".[6](pp 183–184, 186)	This	section	relies	excessively	on	references	to	primary	sources.	Please	improve	this	section	by	adding	secondary	or	tertiary	sources.	(June	2024)	(Learn	how	and	when	to	remove	this	message)	According	to	Herodotus,	the	Persian	king	Xerxes	sacrificed	1,000	cattle	at	the	sanctuary	of	Athena	Ilias	while	marching	towards
Greece.[68]	Following	the	Persian	defeat	in	480–479,	Ilion	and	its	territory	became	part	of	the	continental	possessions	of	Mytilene	and	remained	under	Mytilenaean	control	until	the	unsuccessful	Mytilenean	revolt	in	428–427.	Athens	liberated	the	so-called	Actaean	cities	(called	'Actaean'	cities	because	they	were	located	on	the	ἀκτή	(aktē)	or
promontory	of	the	mainland	north	of	Lesbos.[69])	including	Ilion	and	enrolled	these	communities	in	the	Delian	League.	Athenian	influence	in	the	Hellespont	waned	following	the	oligarchic	coup	of	411,	and	in	that	year	the	Spartan	general	Mindaros	emulated	Xerxes	by	likewise	sacrificing	to	Athena	Ilias.	From	c.	410–399,	Ilion	was	within	the	sphere	of
influence	of	the	local	dynasts	at	Lampsacus	(Zenis,	his	wife	Mania,	and	the	usurper	Meidias)	who	administered	the	region	on	behalf	of	the	Persian	satrap	Pharnabazus.	In	399,	the	Spartan	general	Dercylidas	expelled	the	Greek	garrison	at	Ilion	who	were	controlling	the	city	on	behalf	of	the	Lampsacene	dynasts	during	a	campaign	which	rolled	back
Persian	influence	throughout	the	Troad.	Ilion	remained	outside	the	control	of	the	Persian	satrapal	administration	at	Dascylium	until	the	Peace	of	Antalcidas	in	387–386.	In	this	period	of	renewed	Persian	control	c.	387–367,	a	statue	of	Ariobarzanes,	the	satrap	of	Hellespontine	Phrygia,	was	erected	in	front	of	the	temple	of	Athena	Ilias.[70]	In	360–359
the	city	was	briefly	controlled	by	Charidemus	of	Oreus,	a	Euboean	mercenary	leader	who	occasionally	worked	for	the	Athenians.[71]	In	359,	he	was	expelled	by	the	Athenian	Menelaos	son	of	Arrabaios,	whom	the	Ilians	honoured	with	a	grant	of	proxeny—this	is	recorded	in	the	earliest	civic	decree	to	survive	from	Ilion.[72]	In	May	334	Alexander	the
Great	crossed	the	Hellespont	and	came	to	the	city,	where	he	visited	the	temple	of	Athena	Ilias,	made	sacrifices	at	the	tombs	of	the	Homeric	heroes,	and	made	the	city	free	and	exempt	from	taxes.[73]	According	to	the	so-called	'Last	Plans'	of	Alexander	which	became	known	after	his	death	in	June	323,	he	had	planned	to	rebuild	the	temple	of	Athena
Ilias	on	a	scale	that	would	have	surpassed	every	other	temple	in	the	known	world.[74]	Antigonus	Monophthalmus	took	control	of	the	Troad	in	311	and	created	the	new	city	of	Antigoneia	Troas	which	was	a	synoikism	of	the	cities	of	Skepsis,	Kebren,	Neandreia,	Hamaxitos,	Larisa,	and	Kolonai.	In	c.	311–306	the	koinon	of	Athena	Ilias	was	founded	from
the	remaining	cities	in	the	Troad	and	along	the	Asian	coast	of	the	Dardanelles	and	soon	after	succeeded	in	securing	a	guarantee	from	Antigonus	that	he	would	respect	their	autonomy	and	freedom	(he	had	not	respected	the	autonomy	of	the	cities	which	were	synoikised	to	create	Antigoneia).[75]	The	koinon	continued	to	function	until	at	least	the	1st
century	AD	and	primarily	consisted	of	cities	from	the	Troad,	although	for	a	time	in	the	second	half	of	the	3rd	century	it	also	included	Myrlea	and	Chalcedon	from	the	eastern	Propontis.[76]	The	governing	body	of	the	koinon	was	the	synedrion	on	which	each	city	was	represented	by	two	delegates.	The	day-to-day	running	of	the	synedrion,	especially	in
relation	to	its	finances,	was	left	to	a	college	of	five	agonothetai,	on	which	no	city	ever	had	more	than	one	representative.	This	system	of	equal	(rather	than	proportional)	representation	ensured	that	no	one	city	could	politically	dominate	the	koinon.[77]	The	primary	purpose	of	the	koinon	was	to	organise	the	annual	Panathenaia	festival	which	was	held
at	the	sanctuary	of	Athena	Ilias.	The	festival	brought	huge	numbers	of	pilgrims	to	Ilion	for	the	duration	of	the	festival	as	well	as	creating	an	enormous	market	(the	panegyris)	which	attracted	traders	from	across	the	region.[78]	In	addition,	the	koinon	financed	new	building	projects	at	Ilion,	for	example	a	new	theatre	c.	306	and	the	expansion	of	the
sanctuary	and	temple	of	Athena	Ilias	in	the	3rd	century,	in	order	to	make	the	city	a	suitable	venue	for	such	a	large	festival.[79]	In	the	period	302–281,	Ilion	and	the	Troad	were	part	of	the	kingdom	of	Lysimachus,	who	during	this	time	helped	Ilion	synoikise	several	nearby	communities,	thus	expanding	the	city's	population	and	territory.[e]	Lysimachus
was	defeated	at	the	Battle	of	Corupedium	in	February	281	by	Seleucus	I	Nikator,	thus	handing	the	Seleucid	kingdom	control	of	Asia	Minor,	and	in	August	or	September	281	when	Seleucus	passed	through	the	Troad	on	his	way	to	Lysimachia	in	the	nearby	Thracian	Chersonese	Ilion	passed	a	decree	in	honour	of	him,	indicating	the	city's	new	loyalties.
[84]	In	September	Seleucus	was	assassinated	at	Lysimachia	by	Ptolemy	Keraunos,	making	his	successor,	Antiochus	I	Soter,	the	new	king.	In	280	or	soon	after	Ilion	passed	a	long	decree	lavishly	honouring	Antiochus	in	order	to	cement	their	relationship	with	him.[f]	During	this	period	Ilion	still	lacked	proper	city	walls	except	for	the	crumbling	Troy	VI
fortifications	around	the	citadel,	and	in	278	during	the	Gallic	invasion	the	city	was	easily	sacked.[86]	Ilion	enjoyed	a	close	relationship	with	Antiochus	for	the	rest	of	his	reign:	for	example,	in	274	Antiochus	granted	land	to	his	friend	Aristodikides	of	Assos	which	for	tax	purposes	was	to	be	attached	to	the	territory	of	Ilion,	and	c.	275–269	Ilion	passed	a
decree	in	honour	of	Metrodoros	of	Amphipolis	who	had	successfully	treated	the	king	for	a	wound	he	received	in	battle.[87]	This	section	relies	excessively	on	references	to	primary	sources.	Please	improve	this	section	by	adding	secondary	or	tertiary	sources.	(June	2024)	(Learn	how	and	when	to	remove	this	message)	The	city	was	destroyed	by	Sulla's
rival,	the	Roman	general	Fimbria,	in	85	BC	following	an	eleven-day	siege.[88]	Later	that	year	when	Sulla	had	defeated	Fimbria,	he	bestowed	benefactions	on	Ilion	for	its	loyalty	which	helped	rebuilding	the	city.	Ilion	reciprocated	this	act	of	generosity	by	instituting	a	new	civic	calendar	which	took	85	BC	as	its	first	year.[89]	However,	the	city	remained
in	financial	distress	for	several	decades	despite	its	favoured	status	with	Rome.	In	the	80s	BC,	Roman	publicani	illegally	levied	taxes	on	the	sacred	estates	of	Athena	Ilias,	and	the	city	was	required	to	call	on	L.	Julius	Caesar	for	restitution;	while	in	80	BC,	the	city	suffered	an	attack	by	pirates.[90]	In	77	BC	the	costs	of	running	the	annual	festival	of	the
koinon	of	Athena	Ilias	became	too	pressing	for	both	Ilion	and	the	other	members	of	the	koinon	and	L.	Julius	Caesar	was	once	again	required	to	arbitrate,	this	time	reforming	the	festival	so	that	it	would	be	less	of	a	financial	burden.[91]	In	74	BC	the	Ilians	once	again	demonstrated	their	loyalty	to	Rome	by	siding	with	the	Roman	general	Lucullus	against
Mithridates	VI.[92]	Following	the	final	defeat	of	Mithridates	in	63–62,	Pompey	rewarded	the	city's	loyalty	by	becoming	the	benefactor	of	Ilion	and	patron	of	Athena	Ilias.[93]	In	48	BC,	Gaius	Julius	Caesar	likewise	bestowed	benefactions	on	the	city,	recalling	the	city's	loyalty	during	the	Mithridatic	Wars,	the	city's	connection	with	his	cousin	Lucius,	and
the	family's	claim	that	they	were	ultimately	descended	from	Venus	through	the	Trojan	prince	Aeneas	and	therefore	shared	kinship	with	the	Ilians.[94]	In	20	BC,	the	emperor	Augustus	(Gaius	Octavian	Julius	Caesar	Augustus)	visited	Ilion	and	stayed	in	the	house	of	a	leading	citizen,	Melanippides	son	of	Euthydikos.[95]	As	a	result	of	his	visit,	he	also
financed	the	restoration	and	rebuilding	of	the	sanctuary	of	Athena	Ilias,	the	bouleuterion	(council	house)	and	the	theatre.	Soon	after	work	on	the	theatre	was	completed	in	12–11	BC,	Melanippides	dedicated	a	statue	of	Augustus	in	the	theatre	to	record	this	benefaction.[96]	A	new	city	called	Ilium	(from	Greek	Ilion)	was	founded	on	the	site	in	the	reign
of	the	Roman	emperor	Augustus.	It	flourished	until	the	establishment	of	Constantinople,	which	became	a	bishopric	in	the	Roman	province	Hellespontus	(civil	Diocese	of	Asia),	but	declined	gradually	in	the	Byzantine	era.	Main	article:	Diocese	of	Ilion	From	the	4th	century	AD	until	the	Byzantine	era,	perhaps	as	late	as	the	10th	century,	Ilion	was	the
seat	of	a	Christian	bishop.	Further	information:	Homeric	Question	and	Historicity	of	the	Iliad		An	18th-century	depiction	of	the	legendary	sack	of	Troy	The	main	literary	work	set	at	Troy	is	the	Iliad,	an	Archaic-era	epic	poem	which	tells	the	story	of	the	final	year	of	the	Trojan	War.	The	Iliad	portrays	Troy	as	the	capital	of	a	rich	and	powerful	kingdom.	In
the	poem,	the	city	appears	to	be	a	major	regional	power	capable	of	summoning	numerous	allies	to	defend	it.[g]	The	city	itself	is	described	as	sitting	on	a	steep	hill,	protected	by	enormous	sloping	stone	walls,	rectangular	towers,	and	massive	gates	whose	wooden	doors	can	be	bolted	shut.	According	to	Dares	Phrygius,	there	were	6	of	such	gates	–	the
Antenorean,	the	Dardanian,	the	Ilian,	the	Scaean,	the	Thymbraean,	and	the	Trojan.[98]	The	city's	streets	are	broad	and	well-planned.	At	the	top	of	the	hill	is	the	Temple	of	Athena	as	well	as	King	Priam's	palace,	an	enormous	structure	with	numerous	rooms	around	an	inner	courtyard.[6](pp 59–61)[99]	In	the	Iliad,	the	Achaeans	set	up	their	camp	near
the	mouth	of	the	Scamander	river,[100]	where	they	beached	their	ships.	The	city	itself	stood	on	a	hill	across	the	plain	of	Scamander,	where	much	of	the	fighting	takes	place.	Besides	the	Iliad,	there	are	references	to	Troy	in	the	other	major	work	attributed	to	Homer,	the	Odyssey,	as	well	as	in	other	ancient	Greek	literature	(such	as	Aeschylus's
Oresteia).	The	Homeric	legend	of	Troy	was	elaborated	by	the	Roman	poet	Virgil	in	his	Aeneid.	The	fall	of	Troy	with	the	story	of	the	Trojan	Horse	and	the	sacrifice	of	Polyxena,	Priam's	youngest	daughter,	is	the	subject	of	a	later	Greek	epic	by	Quintus	Smyrnaeus	("Quintus	of	Smyrna").	The	Greeks	and	Romans	took	for	a	fact	the	historicity	of	the	Trojan
War	and	the	identity	of	Homeric	Troy	with	a	site	in	Anatolia	on	a	peninsula	called	the	Troad	(Biga	Peninsula).	Alexander	the	Great,	for	example,	visited	the	site	in	334	BC	and	there	made	sacrifices	at	tombs	associated	with	the	Homeric	heroes	Achilles	and	Patroclus.[6](pp158, 191)[5](p724)		The	west	side	of	Troy	Ridge.	The	road	from	Tevfikiye	enters
from	the	right.	The	Turkish	government	created	the	Historical	National	Park	at	Troy	on	30	September	1996.	It	contains	136	square	kilometres	(53	sq	mi)	to	include	Troy	and	its	vicinity,	centered	on	Troy.[101]	The	purpose	of	the	park	is	to	protect	the	historical	sites	and	monuments	within	it,	as	well	as	the	environment	of	the	region.	In	1998	the	park
was	accepted	as	a	UNESCO	World	Heritage	Site.		Wooden	Trojan	Horse	monument	in	the	plaza	before	the	modern	gate	to	the	ancient	city	Public	access	to	the	ancient	site	is	along	the	road	from	the	vicinity	of	the	museum	in	Tevfikiye	to	the	east	side	of	Hisarlık.	In	its	square	is	a	large	wooden	horse	monument,	with	a	ladder	and	internal	chambers	for
use	of	the	public.	Bordering	the	square	is	the	gate	to	the	site.	The	public	passes	through	turnstiles.	Admission	is	usually	not	free.	Within	the	site,	the	visitors	tour	the	features	on	dirt	roads	or	for	access	to	more	precipitous	features	on	railed	boardwalks.	There	are	many	overlooks	with	multilingual	boards	explaining	the	feature.	Most	are	outdoors,	but	a
permanent	canopy	covers	the	site	of	an	early	megaron	and	wall.		Troy	Museum	subterranean	interior		Troy	Museum	aboveground.	Most	of	the	entire	field	in	which	it	sits	roofs	the	underground	galleries,	work,	and	storage	spaces.	These	are	accessed	via	ramps	not	shown.	There	are	also	outdoor	display	spaces.	In	2018	the	Troy	Museum	(Turkish:	Troya
Müzesi)	was	opened	at	Tevfikiye	village	800	metres	(870	yd)	east	of	the	excavation.	A	design	contest	for	the	architecture	had	been	won	by	Yalin	Mimarlik	in	2011.	The	cube-shaped	building	with	extensive	underground	galleries	holds	more	than	40,000	portable	artefacts,	2000	of	which	are	on	display.	Artifacts	were	moved	here	from	a	few	other	former
museums	in	the	region.	The	range	is	the	entire	prehistoric	Troad.	Ancient	settlements	in	Turkey	Cities	of	the	ancient	Near	East	Dardanians	(Trojan)	The	Golden	Bough	(mythology)	Luwians	–	Group	of	Anatolian	peoples	Seha	River	Land	–	Bronze	Age	kingdom	in	Anatolia	Stratigraphy	–	Study	of	rock	layers	and	their	formation	Trojan	War	in	popular
culture	^	"Troy	or	Ilios	(or	Wilios)	is	most	probably	identical	with	Wilusa	or	Truwisa	...	mentioned	in	the	Hittite	sources[1]	^	1:	Gate	2:	City	Wall	3:	Megarons	4:	FN	Gate	5:	FO	Gate	6:	FM	Gate	and	Ramp	7:	FJ	Gate	8:	City	Wall	9:	Megarons	10:	City	Wall	11:	VI.	S	Gate	12:	VI.	H	Tower	13:	VI.	R	Gate	14:	VI.	G	Tower	15:	Well-Cistern	16:	VI.	T	Dardanos
Gate	17:	VI.	I	Tower	18:	VI.	U	Gate	19:	VI.	A	House	20:	VI.	M	Palace-Storage	House	21:	Pillar	House	22:	VI.	F	House	with	columns	23:	VI.	C	House	24:	VI.	E	House	25:	VII.	Storage	26:	Temple	of	Athena	27:	Propylaeum	28:	Outer	Court	Wall	29:	Inner	Court	Wall	30:	Holy	Place	31:	Water	Work	32:	Bouleuterion	33:	Odeon	34:	Bath	^	The	periodization	of
the	Western	Anatolian	Bronze	Age	differs	from	divisions	used	in	other	areas.	^	"...	by	his	generosity	and	constant	assistance	to	Schliemann,	enabled	him	to	transform	himself	with	such	spectacular	success	from	a	businessman	into	an	archaeologist."[36]	^	In	a	description	of	the	region,	Strabo	reports	that	"[Lysimachus]	adds	to	this	circle	the	cities	of
antiquity	already	destroyed".	[Λυσίμαχος]	συνῴκισέ	τε	εἰς	αὐτὴν	τὰς	κύκλῳ	πόλεις	ἀρχαίας	ἤδη	κεκακωμένας.[80]	These	probably	included	Birytis,	Gentinos,	and	Sigeion.[81]Birytis	and	Gentinos	are	not	securely	located,	but	recent	excavations	at	Sigeion	appear	to	independently	confirm	Strabo's	account	by	indicating	an	abandonment	date	soon	after
c.	300.[82]	This	may	have	been	punishment	for	Sigeion	resisting	Lysimachus	in	302.[83]	^	A	minority	of	scholars	instead	attempt	to	date	this	inscription	to	the	reign	of	Antiochus	III	(222–187	BC).[85]	^	"And	Troy	prevails	by	armies	not	her	own".[97](line	160)"Assemble	all	the	united	bands	of	Troy;	/	In	just	array	let	every	leader	call	/	The	foreign
troops:	this	day	demands	them	all."[97](lines	974–976)	^	a	b	c	Korfmann,	Manfred	O.	(2007).	Winkler,	Martin	M	(ed.).	Troy:	From	Homer's	Iliad	to	Hollywood	epic.	Oxford,	England:	Blackwell	Publishing	Limited.	p.	25.	ISBN	978-1-4051-3183-4.	"Troy	or	Ilios	(or	Wilios)	is	most	probably	identical	with	Wilusa	or	Truwisa...	mentioned	in	the	Hittite
sources	^	a	b	Burney,	Charles	(2004).	"Wilusa".	Historical	dictionary	of	the	Hittites.	Metuchen,	NJ:	Scarecrow	Press.	p.	311.	ISBN	978-0-8108-4936-5.	^	a	b	Beekes,	R.S.P.	(2009).	Etymological	Dictionary	of	Greek.	Brill.	p.	588.	^	a	b	Said,	Suzanne;	Webb,	Ruth	(2011).	Homer	and	the	Odyssey.	Oxford	University	Press.	p.	77.	^	a	b	c	d	e	f	g	h	i	j	k	l	m	n
o	p	q	r	s	Jablonka,	Peter	(2011).	"Troy	in	regional	and	international	context".	In	Steadman,	Sharon;	McMahon,	Gregory	(eds.).	The	Oxford	Handbook	of	Ancient	Anatolia.	Oxford	University	Press.	p.	725.	doi:10.1093/oxfordhb/9780195376142.013.0032.	Since	neither	inscriptions	confirming	the	Iliad	nor	definite	proof	for	a	violent	destruction	by	invaders
from	Greece	have	been	discovered	at	Troy...	^	a	b	c	d	e	f	g	h	i	j	k	l	m	n	o	p	q	r	s	t	u	v	Bryce,	T.	(2005).	The	Trojans	and	their	Neighbours.	Taylor	&	Francis.	ISBN	978-0-415-34959-8.	^	Diodorus	Siculus.	Bibliotheca	historica.	4.75.3.	^	Virgil.	Aeneid.	6.637-678.	^	This	"Archeological	plan	of	the	Hisarlik	citadel"	was	created	by	user	Bibi	Saint-Pol	and
contributed	to	Commons	in	2007.	^	Yakar,	Jak	(1979).	"Troy	and	Anatolia	early	Bronze	Age	chronology".	Anatolian	Studies.	29:	52.	doi:10.2307/3642730.	JSTOR	3642730.	S2CID	162340023.	^	"Ancient	city	of	Troy	likely	founded	600	years	earlier	than	thought".	Daily	Sabah	History.	Istanbul.	9	January	2019.	Archived	from	the	original	on	16	December
2019.	Retrieved	23	January	2020.	^	Joshua	Hammer	(March	2022).	"In	Search	of	Troy".	Smithsonian	Magazine.	Archived	from	the	original	on	26	February	2023.	Retrieved	26	February	2023.	^	"The	Fortification	Wall".	Troy	Excavations.	2023.	Archived	from	the	original	on	28	February	2023.	Retrieved	27	February	2023.	^	a	b	c	d	e	f	g	h	i	j	k	l	m	n	o	p
q	r	s	Rose,	Charles	Brian	(2013).	The	Archaeology	of	Greek	and	Roman	Troy.	Cambridge	University	Press.	ISBN	978-0-521-76207-6.	^	a	b	c	d	e	f	g	h	i	j	k	l	m	n	o	p	q	r	s	t	Jablonka,	Peter	(2012).	"Troy".	In	Cline,	Eric	(ed.).	The	Oxford	Handbook	of	the	Bronze	Age	Aegean.	Oxford	University	Press.	pp.	849–861.
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from	the	original	on	28	February	2023.	Retrieved	27	February	2023.	^	Latacz	2004,	p.	48	^	Korfmann	2013,	p.	60	^	Knight,	W.F.J.	(1934).	"The	pillars	at	the	south	gate	of	Troy	VI".	The	Journal	of	Hellenic	Studies.	54	(2):	210.	doi:10.2307/626868.	ISSN	0075-4269.	JSTOR	626868.	S2CID	162416526.	^	a	b	c	Korfmann	2003,	pp.	29–30	^	Pavúk,	Peter.
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Wellfield	Road,	Cardiff	CF24	3NZ	Wales	Troy	is	the	name	of	the	Bronze	Age	city	attacked	in	the	Trojan	War,	a	popular	story	in	the	mythology	of	ancient	Greece,	and	the	name	given	to	the	archaeological	site	in	the	north-west	of	Asia	Minor	(now	Turkey)	which	has	revealed	a	large	and	prosperous	city	occupied	over	millennia.	There	has	been	much
scholarly	debate	as	to	whether	mythical	Troy	actually	existed	and	if	so	whether	the	archaeological	site	was	the	same	city;	however,	it	is	now	almost	universally	accepted	that	the	archaeological	excavations	have	revealed	the	city	of	Homer's	Iliad.	Other	names	for	Troy	include	Hisarlik	(Turkish),	Ilios	(Homer),	Ilion	(Greek)	and	Ilium	(Roman).	The
archaeological	site	of	Troy	is	listed	by	UNESCO	as	a	World	Heritage	Site.	Troy	in	myth	Troy	is	the	setting	for	Homer's	Iliad	in	which	he	recounts	the	final	year	of	the	Trojan	War	sometime	in	the	13th	century	BCE.	The	war	was	in	fact	a	ten-year	siege	of	the	city	by	a	coalition	of	Greek	forces	led	by	King	Agamemnon	of	Mycenae.	The	purpose	of	the
expedition	was	to	reclaim	Helen,	wife	of	Menelaus,	king	of	Sparta	and	brother	of	Agamemnon.	Helen	was	abducted	by	the	Trojan	prince	Paris	and	taken	as	his	prize	for	choosing	Aphrodite	as	the	most	beautiful	goddess	in	a	competition	with	Athena	and	Hera.	The	Trojan	War	is	also	told	in	other	sources	such	as	the	Epic	Cycle	poems	(of	which	only
fragments	survive)	and	is	also	briefly	mentioned	in	Homer's	Odyssey.	Troy	and	the	Trojan	War	later	became	a	staple	myth	of	Classical	Greek	and	Roman	literature.	In	the	Iliad,	Homer	describes	Troy	as	'well-founded',	'strong-built'	&	'well-walled'.	Homer	describes	Troy	as	'well-founded',	'strong-built'	and	'well-walled';	there	are	also	several	references
to	fine	battlements,	towers	and	'high'	and	'steep'	walls.	The	walls	must	have	been	unusually	strong	in	order	to	withstand	a	ten-year	siege	and	in	fact,	Troy	fell	through	the	trickery	of	the	Trojan	horse	ruse	rather	than	any	defensive	failing.	Indeed,	in	Greek	mythology	the	walls	were	so	impressive	that	they	were	said	to	have	been	built	by	Poseidon	and
Apollo	who	after	an	act	of	impiety	were	compelled	by	Zeus	to	serve	the	Trojan	king	Laomedon	for	one	year.	However,	the	fortifications	did	not	help	the	king	when	Hercules	sacked	the	city	with	an	expedition	of	only	six	ships.	The	sacking	was	Hercules'	revenge	for	not	being	paid	for	his	services	to	the	king	when	he	killed	the	sea-serpent	sent	by
Poseidon.	This	episode	was	traditionally	placed	one	generation	before	the	Trojan	War	as	the	only	male	survivor	was	Laomedon's	youngest	son	Priam,	the	Trojan	king	in	the	later	conflict.	Black-figured	amphora	(wine-jar)	signed	by	Exekias	as	potter	and	attributed	to	him	as	painter	Troy	in	Archaeology	Inhabited	from	the	Early	Bronze	Age	(3000	BCE)
through	to	the	12th	century	CE	the	archaeological	site	which	is	now	called	Troy	is	5	km	from	the	coast	but	was	once	next	to	the	sea.	The	site	was	situated	in	a	bay	created	by	the	mouth	of	the	river	Skamanda	and	occupied	a	strategically	important	position	between	Aegean	and	Eastern	civilizations	by	controlling	the	principal	point	of	access	to	the
Black	Sea,	Anatolia	and	the	Balkans	from	both	directions	by	land	and	sea.	In	particular,	the	difficulty	in	finding	favourable	winds	to	enter	the	Dardanelles	may	well	have	resulted	in	ancient	sailing	vessels	standing	by	near	Troy.	Consequently,	the	site	became	the	most	important	Bronze	Age	city	in	the	North	Aegean,	reaching	the	height	of	its	prosperity
in	the	middle	Bronze	Age,	contemporary	with	the	Mycenaean	civilization	on	the	Greek	mainland	and	the	Hittite	empire	to	the	East.	Troy	was	first	excavated	by	Frank	Calvert	in	1863	CE	and	visited	by	Heinrich	Schliemann	who	continued	excavations	from	1870	CE	until	his	death	in	1890	CE;	in	particular,	he	attacked	the	conspicuous	20	m	high
artificial	mound	which	had	been	left	untouched	since	antiquity.	Initial	finds	by	Schliemann	of	gold	and	silver	jewellery	and	vessels	seemed	to	vindicate	his	belief	that	the	site	was	actually	the	Troy	of	Homer.	However,	these	have	now	been	dated	to	more	than	a	thousand	years	before	a	probable	date	for	the	Trojan	War	and	indicated	that	the	history	of
the	site	was	much	more	complex	than	previously	considered.	Indeed,	perhaps	unwittingly,	Schliemann	would	add	2000	years	to	Western	history,	which	had	previously	gone	back	only	as	far	as	the	first	Olympiad	of	776	BCE.	Map	of	the	World	of	the	Iliad,	c.	1200	BCE	The	excavations	continued	throughout	the	20th	century	CE	and	continue	to	the
present	day	and	they	have	revealed	nine	different	cities	and	no	less	than	46	levels	of	inhabitation	at	the	site.	These	have	been	labelled	Troy	I	to	Troy	IX	after	Schliemann's	(and	his	successor	Dorpfeld's)	original	classification.	This	has	since	been	slightly	adjusted	to	incorporate	radio-carbon	dating	results	from	the	early	21st	century	CE.	Troy	I	(c.	3000-
2550	BCE)	was	a	small	village	settlement	surrounded	by	stone	walls.	Pottery	and	metal	finds	match	those	on	Lesbos	and	Lemnos	in	the	Aegean	and	in	northern	Anatolia.	Troy	II	(c.	2550-2300	BCE)	displays	larger	buildings	(40	m	long),	mud-brick	and	stone	fortifications	with	monumental	gates.	Schliemann's	'treasure'	finds	-	objects	in	gold,	silver,
electrum,	bronze,	carnelian	and	lapis	lazuli	-	most	likely	come	from	this	period.	This	'treasure'	includes	60	earrings,	six	bracelets,	two	magnificent	diadems	and	8750	rings,	all	in	solid	gold.	Once	again,	finds	of	foreign	materials	suggest	trade	with	Asia.	Map	of	the	Trojan	Plain	c.	1200	BCE	Troy	III	-	Troy	V	(c.	2300-1750	BCE)	is	the	most	difficult	period
to	reconstruct	as	the	layers	were	hastily	removed	in	early	excavations	in	order	to	reach	the	lower	levels.	Generally	speaking,	the	period	seems	a	less	prosperous	one	but	foreign	contact	is	further	evidenced	by	the	presence	of	Anatolian	influenced	dome	ovens	and	Minoan	pottery.	The	archaeological	site	of	Troy	has	impressive	fortification	walls	5	m
thick	&	up	to	8	m	high	constructed	from	large	limestone	blocks.	Troy	VI	(c.	1750-1300	BCE)	is	the	period	most	visible	today	at	the	site	and	is	the	most	likely	candidate	for	the	besieged	city	of	Homer's	Trojan	War.	Impressive	fortification	walls	5	m	thick	and	up	to	8	m	high	constructed	from	large	limestone	blocks	and	including	several	towers	(with	the
rectangular	plan	as	in	Hittite	fortifications)	demonstrate	the	prosperity	but	also	a	concern	for	defence	during	this	period.	The	walls	would	have	once	been	topped	by	a	mud	brick	and	wood	superstructure	and	with	closely	fitting	stonework	sloping	inwards;	as	the	walls	rise	they	certainly	fit	the	Homeric	description	of	'strong-built	Troy'.	In	addition,
sections	of	the	walls	are	slightly	offset	every	10	m	or	so	in	order	to	curve	around	the	site	without	the	necessity	for	corners	(a	weak	point	in	wall	defence).	This	feature	is	unique	to	Troy	and	displays	an	independence	from	both	Mycenaean	and	Hittite	influence.	The	walls	included	five	gateways	allowing	entrance	to	the	inner	city	composed	of	large
structures,	once	of	two	stories	and	with	central	courts	and	collonaded	halls	similar	to	those	of	contemporary	Mycenaean	cities	such	as	Tiryns,	Pylos	and	Mycenae	itself.	Outside	the	fortified	citadel	the	lower	town	covers	an	impressive	270,000	square	metres	protected	by	an	encircling	rock-cut	ditch.	The	size	of	the	site	is	now	much	bigger	than	first
thought	when	Schliemann	excavated	and	suggests	a	population	of	as	high	as	10,000,	much	more	in	keeping	with	Homer's	grand	city-state.	Finds	at	the	site	point	to	the	existence	of	a	thriving	wool	industry	and	the	first	use	of	horses,	recalling	Homer's	oft-used	epithet	'horse-taming	Trojans'.	Pottery	very	similar	to	that	on	the	Greek	mainland	has	been
discovered,	principally	the	Grey	Minyan	ware	which	imitates	metal	vessels.	There	are	also	imported	ceramics	from	Crete,	Cyprus	and	the	Levant.	In	marked	contrast	to	Mycenaean	palaces,	there	is	no	evidence	of	sculpture	or	fresco-painted	walls.	Troy	VI	was	partially	destroyed	but	the	exact	cause	is	not	known	beyond	some	evidence	of	fire.
Intriguingly,	bronze	arrow	heads,	spear	tips	and	sling	shots	have	been	found	on	the	site	and	even	some	embedded	in	the	fortification	walls,	suggesting	some	sort	of	conflict.	The	dates	of	these	(c.	1250	BCE)	and	the	site	destruction	correlate	with	Herodotus'	dates	for	the	Trojan	War.	Conflicts	over	the	centuries	between	Mycenaeans	and	Hittites	are
more	than	probable	and	may	well	have	been	the	origin	of	the	epic	Trojan	War	in	Greek	mythology.	There	is	very	little	evidence	of	any	large-scale	war	but	the	possibility	of	smaller	conflicts	is	evidenced	in	Hittite	texts	where	'Ahhiyawa'	is	recognised	as	referring	to	Mycenaean	Greeks	and	'Wilusa'	as	the	region	of	which	Ilios	was	the	capital.	These
documents	tell	of	local	unrest	and	Mycenaean	support	of	local	rebellion	against	Hittite	control	in	the	area	of	Troy	and	suggest	a	possible	motive	for	regional	rivalry	between	the	two	civilizations.	Intriguingly,	there	is	also	a	bronze	Mycenaean	sword	taken	as	war	booty	and	found	in	Hattusa,	the	Hittite	capital.	Troy	VIIa	(c.	1300-1180	BCE)	and	Troy
VIIb	(c.	1180-950	BCE)	both	display	an	increase	in	the	size	of	the	lower	town	and	some	reconstruction	of	the	fortifications	but	also	a	marked	decline	in	architectural	and	artistic	quality	in	respect	to	Troy	VI.	For	example,	there	is	a	return	to	handmade	pottery	after	centuries	of	wares	made	on	the	wheel.	Once	again,	this	correlates	well	with	the	Greek
tradition	that	following	the	Trojan	War	the	city	was	sacked	and	abandoned,	at	least	for	a	time.	Both	Troy	VIIa	and	Troy	VIIb	were	destroyed	by	fires.Page	2	Troya	es	el	nombre	de	la	ciudad	de	la	Edad	de	Bronce	que	fue	atacada	en	la	guerra	de	Troya,	una	historia	popular	en	la	mitología	de	la	antigua	Grecia,	además	del	nombre	dado	al	emplazamiento
arqueológico	en	el	noroeste	de	Asia	Menor,	ahora	Turquía,	que	ha	revelado	una	ciudad	grande	y	próspera	que	ha	estado	ocupada	durante	milenios.	Los	expertos	han	debatido	durante	mucho	tiempo	si	la	mítica	Troya	existió	realmente	y	si,	de	ser	así,	el	emplazamiento	arqueológico	es	el	mismo	sitio	o	no;	sin	embargo,	está	prácticamente	aceptado
universalmente	que	las	excavaciones	arqueológicas	han	sacado	a	la	luz	la	ciudad	de	la	Ilíada	de	Homero.	Otros	nombres	con	los	que	se	conoce	la	ciudad	son	Hisarlik,	en	turco,	Ilios,	según	Homero,	Ilión,	en	griego	e	Ilium,	en	latín.	El	emplazamiento	arqueológico	de	Troya	ha	sido	declarado	por	la	UNESCO	como	Patrimonio	de	la	Humanidad.	Troya	en
la	mitología	Troya	es	el	escenario	de	la	Ilíada	de	Homero,	en	la	que	se	cuentan	el	último	año	de	la	guerra	de	Troya	en	algún	momento	del	siglo	XIII	AEC.	En	realidad,	la	guerra	fue	un	sitio	de	diez	años	de	la	ciudad	por	la	coalición	de	ejércitos	griegos	liderados	por	el	rey	Agamenón	de	Micenas.	El	propósito	de	la	expedición	era	recuperar	a	Helena,	la
esposa	de	Menelao,	rey	de	Esparta	y	hermano	de	Agamenón.	Helena	había	sido	secuestrada	por	el	príncipe	troyano	Paris	y	llevada	como	premio	por	elegir	a	Afrodita	como	la	diosa	más	hermosa	en	una	competición	con	Atenea	y	Hera.	También	se	habla	de	la	guerra	de	Troya	en	otras	fuentes,	tales	como	los	poemas	del	Ciclo	troyano,	de	los	que	nos	han
llegado	varios	fragmentos,	y	brevemente	en	la	Odisea	de	Homero.	Troya	y	más	tarde	la	guerra	se	convirtieron	en	un	mito	básico	de	la	literatura	griega	y	romana	clásica.	EN	LA	ILÍADA,	HOMERO	DESCRIBE	TROYA	COMO	"BIEN	FUNDADA",	"FUERTE"	Y	"DE	MURALLAS	ROBUSTAS".	Homero	describe	Troya	como	"bien	fundada",	"fuerte"	y	"de
murallas	robustas";	también	hay	varias	referencias	a	las	almenas,	las	torres	y	las	"altas"	y	"escarpadas"	murallas.	Las	murallas	debían	de	ser	extraordinariamente	robustas	para	haber	resistido	un	asedio	de	diez	años,	y	de	hecho	Troya	acabó	cayendo	mediante	el	engaño	del	caballo	de	Troya	en	vez	de	cualquier	error	defensivo.	De	hecho,	en	la
mitología	griega	las	murallas	eran	tan	impresionantes	que	se	decían	que	habían	sido	construidas	por	Poseidón	y	Apolo	a	los	que,	tras	un	acto	irreverente,	Zeus	los	obligó	a	servir	al	rey	troyano	Laomedón	durante	un	año.	Sin	embargo,	las	fortificaciones	no	ayudaron	al	rey	cuando	Hércules	saqueó	la	ciudad	con	una	expedición	de	tan	solo	seis	barcos.	El
saqueo	fue	la	venganza	de	Hércules	por	no	haberle	pagado	por	los	servicios	prestados	al	rey	cuando	mató	a	la	serpiente	marina	enviada	por	Poseidón.	Este	episodio	tradicionalmente	se	sitúa	una	generación	antes	de	la	guerra	de	Troya,	ya	que	el	único	superviviente	masculino	era	el	hijo	menor	de	Laomedón,	Príamo,	el	rey	troyano	durante	el	posterior
conflicto.	Ánfora	(jarra	de	vino)	de	figuras	negras	firmada	por	Exequias	como	alfarero	y	atribuida	a	él	como	pintor	Troya	en	la	arqueología	Habitada	desde	el	Bronce	temprano	(3000	AEC)	hasta	el	siglo	XII	EC,	el	emplazamiento	arqueológico	que	hoy	en	día	se	conoce	como	Troya	está	a	5	km	de	la	costa,	pero	en	el	pasado	estaba	junto	al	mar.	Este
asentamiento	estaba	situado	en	una	bahía	creada	por	la	desembocadura	del	río	Skamanda	y	ocupaba	una	posición	estratégicamente	importante	entre	las	civilizaciones	del	Egeo	y	las	orientales,	ya	que	controlaba	el	principal	punto	de	acceso	al	Mar	Negro,	Anatolia	y	los	Balcanes	desde	ambas	direcciones	por	mar	y	tierra.	En	particular,	la	dificultad	de
encontrar	vientos	favorables	para	entrar	en	los	Dardanelos	puede	que	causara	que	las	embarcaciones	de	la	antigüedad	pararan	cerca	de	Troya.	En	consecuencia,	el	lugar	se	convirtió	en	la	ciudad	más	importante	de	la	Edad	de	Bronce	en	el	Egeo	norte,	y	alcanzó	su	apogeo	a	mediados	de	la	Edad	de	Bronce,	siendo	así	contemporánea	de	la	civilización
micénica	de	la	Grecia	continental	y	el	imperio	hitita	al	este.	Troya	fue	excavada	por	primera	vez	por	Frank	Calvert	en	1863	EC,	y	Heinrich	Schliemann	la	visitó,	y	continuó	con	las	excavaciones	a	partir	de	1870	EC	hasta	su	muerte	en	1890	EC;	en	particular	atacó	el	llamativo	montículo	artificial	de	20	metros	de	altura	que	llevaba	intacto	desde	la
antigüedad.	Los	descubrimientos	iniciales	de	Schliemann	de	joyas	de	oro	y	plata	y	vasijas	parecieron	respaldar	su	creencia	de	que	este	emplazamiento	era	realmente	la	Troya	de	Homero.	Sin	embargo,	estos	hallazgos	se	han	datado	más	de	mil	años	antes	de	la	fecha	probable	de	la	guerra	de	Troya,	e	indicaban	que	la	historia	del	lugar	era	mucho	más
compleja	de	lo	que	se	pensaba.	De	hecho,	y	quizás	sin	querer,	Schliemann	añadiría	2000	años	a	la	historia	occidental,	que	anteriormente	solo	llegaba	hasta	la	primera	olimpiada	en	776	AEC.	Mapa	de	los	estados	de	la	Guerra	de	Troya,	ca.	1200	a.C.	Las	excavaciones	continuaron	a	lo	largo	del	siglo	XX	EC	y	siguen	en	marcha	en	la	actualidad,	y	han
revelado	nueve	ciudades	diferentes	y	no	menos	de	46	niveles	de	habitación	en	este	lugar.	Estas	ciudades	se	han	denominado	desde	Troya	I	hasta	Troya	IX,	siguiendo	la	clasificación	original	de	Schliemann	y	su	sucesor	Dorpfeld.	Desde	entonces,	esta	clasificación	se	ha	recalibrado	para	incorporar	los	resultados	de	la	datación	por	carbono	de	principios
del	siglo	XXI	EC.	Troya	I	(c.	3000-2550	AEC)	era	un	pequeño	asentamiento	rodeado	de	muros	de	piedra.	Los	hallazgos	de	cerámica	y	metal	coinciden	con	los	de	Lesbos	y	Lemnos	en	el	Egeo	y	el	norte	de	Anatolia.	Troya	II	(c.	2550-2300	AEC)	muestra	edificios	más	grandes	(de	40	metros	de	largo),	fortificaciones	de	ladrillos	de	barro	y	de	piedra	con
puertas	monumentales.	Los	hallazgos	del	"tesoro"	de	Schliemann,	objetos	de	oro,	plata,	electro,	bronce,	cornalina	y	lapislázuli,	probablemente	provienen	de	este	periodo.	Este	"tesoro"	cuenta	con	60	pendientes,	seis	brazaletes,	dos	magníficas	diademas	y	8750	anillos,	todo	de	oro	macizo.	De	nuevo,	los	hallazgos	de	materiales	extranjeros	sugieren	un
comercio	con	Asia.	Troya	III	-	Troya	V	(c.	2300-1750	AEC)	es	el	período	más	difícil	de	reconstruir,	ya	que	estas	capas	se	quitaron	apresuradamente	en	las	primeras	excavaciones	para	llegar	a	los	niveles	más	bajos.	En	términos	generales,	este	periodo	parece	haber	sido	menos	próspero,	pero	el	contacto	con	el	extranjero	es	evidente	gracias	a	la
presencia	de	hornos	de	cúpula	con	influencias	de	Anatolia	y	la	alfarería	minoica.	EL	EMPLAZAMIENTO	ARQUEOLÓGICO	DE	TROYA	TIENE	UNAS	IMPRESIONANTES	MURALLAS	DE	5	METROS	DE	GROSOR	Y	HASTA	8	METROS	DE	ALTURA,	CONSTRUIDAS	CON	GRANDES	BLOQUES	DE	PIEDRA	CALIZA.	Troya	VI	(c.	1750-1300	AEC)	es	el	período
más	visible	hoy	en	día	y	es	la	candidata	más	probable	para	la	ciudad	asediada	de	la	guerra	de	Troya	de	Homero.	Las	impresionantes	murallas	fortificadas	de	5	metros	de	grosor	y	de	hasta	8	metros	de	altura	construidas	con	grandes	bloques	de	piedra	caliza,	que	también	tienen	varias	torres	(de	planta	rectangular	como	en	las	fortificaciones	hititas)
demuestran	la	prosperidad	del	lugar,	además	de	su	preocupación	por	la	defensa	durante	ese	periodo.	En	un	principio	las	murallas	habrían	estado	recubiertas	con	una	superestructura	de	ladrillos	de	barro	cocido	y	madera,	y	con	mampostería	inclinada	hacia	adentro;	viendo	las	murallas	alzarse,	ciertamente	encajan	con	la	descripción	de	Homero	de
una	"Troya	robusta".	Además,	la	muralla	se	va	compensando	en	secciones	cada	10	metros	más	o	menos	para	crear	una	curva	alrededor	de	la	ciudad	y	evitar	así	las	esquinas,	que	son	un	punto	débil	de	las	murallas.	Esta	es	una	característica	única	de	Troya	y	muestra	su	independencia	de	las	influencias	micénica	e	hitita.	En	las	murallas	había	cinco
entradas	que	permitían	el	paso	al	centro	de	la	ciudad,	que	se	componía	de	grandes	estructuras,	de	dos	pisos,	con	patios	interiores	y	salones	de	columnas	parecidos	a	los	de	las	ciudades	micénicas	coetáneas	como	Tirinto,	Pilos	y	la	propia	Micenas.	Fuera	de	la	ciudadela	fortificada,	la	ciudad	inferior	cubre	unos	impresionantes	270.000	metros
cuadrados,	protegidos	por	una	zanja	circundante	excavada	en	la	roca.	El	tamaño	del	lugar	es	mucho	más	grande	actualmente	de	lo	que	se	pensó	en	un	principio	cuando	Schliemann	lo	excavó	y	sugiere	una	población	de	hasta	10.000	habitantes,	mucho	más	acorde	con	la	gran	ciudad-estado	de	Homero.	Los	descubrimientos	en	el	lugar	apuntan	hacia	la
existencia	de	una	próspera	industria	de	la	lana	y	el	primer	uso	de	caballos,	que	recuerda	el	usado	epíteto	de	Homero	"Troyanos	domadores	de	caballos".	Se	ha	descubierto	una	cerámica	muy	parecida	a	la	de	la	Grecia	continental,	principalmente	la	cerámica	minia	que	imita	vasos	de	metal.	También	hay	cerámica	importada	de	Creta,	Chipre	y	el
Levante.	En	marcado	contraste	con	los	palacios	micénicos,	no	hay	indicios	de	esculturas	o	paredes	con	frescos.	Troya	VI	fue	destruida	parcialmente,	pero	se	desconoce	la	causa	exacta,	más	allá	de	algún	indicio	de	un	incendio.	Resulta	intrigante	saber	que	se	han	descubierto	puntas	de	flecha	de	bronce,	puntas	de	lanza	y	hondas	en	el	lugar	e	incluso
hay	algunas	incrustadas	en	las	fortificaciones,	lo	que	sugiere	algún	tipo	de	conflicto.	Las	fechas	de	estas,	en	torno	a	1250	AEC,	y	la	destrucción	del	lugar	se	relacionan	con	las	fechas	que	sugiere	Heródoto	para	la	guerra	de	Troya.	Los	conflictos	a	lo	largo	de	los	siglos	entre	los	micénicos	y	los	hititas	son	bastante	probables	y	bien	pueden	haber	sido	el
origen	de	la	épica	guerra	de	Troya	en	la	mitología	griega.	No	hay	muchos	indicios	que	indiquen	una	guerra	a	gran	escala,	pero	la	posibilidad	de	que	hubiera	conflictos	menores	es	evidente	en	los	textos	hititas	en	los	que	se	reconoce	que	"Ahhiyawa"	hace	referencia	a	los	griegos	micénicos	y	que	"Wilusa"	es	la	región	de	la	cual	Ilios	es	la	capital.	Estos
documentos	hablan	de	disturbios	locales	y	el	apoyo	micénico	de	una	rebelión	local	contra	el	control	hitita	en	el	área	de	Troya,	y	sugieren	un	posible	motivo	para	la	rivalidad	local	entre	estas	dos	civilizaciones.	Algo	interesante	es	que	también	hay	una	espada	micénica	de	bronce	que	se	ha	llevado	como	botín	de	guerra	encontrada	en	Hattusa,	la	capital
hitita.	Troya	VIIa	(c.	1300-1180	AEC)	y	Troya	VIIb	(c.	1180-950	AEC)	ambas	muestran	un	aumento	en	el	tamaño	de	la	ciudad	inferior	y	una	cierta	reconstrucción	de	las	fortificaciones,	pero	también	una	marcada	disminución	en	la	calidad	arquitectónica	y	artística	con	respecto	a	Troya	VI.	Por	ejemplo,	se	produce	una	vuelta	a	la	cerámica	hecha	a	mano
tras	siglos	de	artículos	hechos	en	un	torno.	De	nuevo,	esto	está	bien	relacionado	con	la	tradición	griega	de	que	después	de	la	guerra	de	Troya	la	ciudad	fue	saqueada	y	abandonada,	al	menos	por	un	tiempo.	Tanto	Troya	VIIa	como	Troya	VIIb	fueron	destruidas	por	incendios.	Troya	VIII	y	Troya	IX	(c.	950	AEC	a	550	EC)	son	los	emplazamientos	del	Ilión
griego	y	el	Ilium	romano	respectivamente.	Hay	indicios	de	que	la	zona	estuvo	poblada	a	finales	de	la	Edad	Antigua,	pero	el	asentamiento	no	recuperó	un	nivel	de	desarrollo	significativo	hasta	el	siglo	VIII	AEC.	Sin	embargo,	la	antigua	Troya	nunca	se	olvidó.	Heródoto	dice	que	el	rey	persa	Jerjes	sacrificó	más	de	mil	bueyes	en	el	lugar	antes	de	su
invasión	de	Grecia,	y	Alejandro	Magno	también	visitó	el	lugar	antes	de	su	expedición	en	la	dirección	opuesta	para	conquistar	Asia.	Un	templo	dórico	dedicado	a	Atenea	se	construyó	a	principios	del	siglo	III	AEC	junto	con	fortificaciones	nuevas	bajo	Lisímaco	(c.	301-280	AEC).	Los	romanos	también	admiraban	Troya	e	incluso	se	referían	a	ella	como	la
"sagrada	Ilium".	De	acuerdo	con	la	tradición	romana,	el	héroe	troyano	Eneas,	hijo	de	Venus,	huyó	de	Troya	y	se	asentó	en	Italia,	proporcionando	así	a	los	romanos	un	linaje	divino.	Julio	César	en	48	AEC	y	el	emperador	Augusto	(que	reinó	de	27	AEC	a	14	EC)	reconstruyeron	gran	parte	de	la	ciudad,	y	Adriano	(que	reinó	117-138	EC)	también	añadió
algunos	edificios	incluidos	un	odeón,	un	gimnasio	y	baños.	El	emperador	Constantino	(que	reinó	324-337	EC)	llegó	incluso	a	planear	la	construcción	de	su	nueva	capital	en	Troya,	y	se	iniciaron	algunas	obras	hasta	que	se	eligió	Constantinopla	en	su	lugar.	Con	el	tiempo	el	lugar	fue	en	declive,	probablemente	porque	el	puerto	se	había	encenagado	y	la
que	una	vez	fuera	la	gran	ciudad	de	Troya	se	acabó	abandonando,	y	pasarían	1500	años	antes	de	volver	a	descubrirse.	¡Suscríbete	a	nuestro	boletín	electrónico	semanal	gratuito!	Trip	Last	update	on	08/11/2023	Google	Last	update	on	15/05/2024	Foursquare	Last	update	on	05/12/2019	Facebook	Last	update	on	15/11/2019	Business-manager-facebook
Last	update	on	31/10/2019	Troy,	the	infamous	city	where	love	(or	perhaps	lust)	doomed	10,000	men,	women	and	children.	You	know	the	story:	Helen	the	beautiful	maiden	of	antiquity,	despised	her	husband,	Menelaus	King	of	Sparta.	So	when	the	king	was	away	she	fled	to	Troy	with	her	lover,	Paris.	Perhaps	it	seemed	like	a	good	idea	at	the	time	but
when	King	Menelaus	returned	to	a	lonely	bed,	he	declared	war	which	ultimately	led	to	the	death	of	thousands	of	innocent	people	who	had	nothing	to	do	with	the	situation.	And	if	that's	not	bad	enough,	during	the	fighting,	Helen's	boyfriend	Paris	died.	The	beauty	queen	didn't	waste	any	time	though,	after	the	death	of	Paris	she	married	Deiphobus,	her
dead	lover's	brother.	The	war	on	Troy	lasted	a	decade.	But	after	defeat	became	imminent,	Helen	betrayed	Deiphobus	to	her	first	husband,	Menelaus	and	the	two	of	them	returned	home	leaving	behind	a	smouldering	ash	heap	that	was	once	a	great	city.	The	problem	with	great	stories	like	that	of	Troy	is	deciphering	myth	from	history.	In	this	post,	we
are	going	to	do	our	best	to	sift	through	the	rubble	of	this	epic	tale	and	bring	to	light	the	truth	so	delicately	interwound	through	the	story	of	Troy.				The	History	of	Troy	Ruins	of	the	ancient	city	of	Troy	off	the	coast	of	the	Aegean	Sea	in	Turkey	Troy	was	an	ancient	Bronze	Age	city	located	in	modern-day	Turkey.	It	was	also	the	legendary	setting
for	Homer's	epic	poems,	the	Iliad	and	the	Odyssey,	mentioned	in	the	introduction.	The	city	of	Troy	was	strategically	positioned	between	the	Mediterranean	Sea	and	the	civilizations	to	the	East.	Perched	on	the	banks	of	the	Scamanda	River	and	protected	by	the	Bay	of	Besik.	Troy	controlled	the	point	of	access	into	the	Black	Sea	which	contributed	to	its
rise	in	importance	and	the	incredible	influence	it	wielded	in	the	Bronze	Age.	However,	understanding	the	history	of	Troy	is	difficult	because	the	reality	is	that	this	ancient	city	of	eras	gone	by	was	captured	and	destroyed	not	once	but	nine	times.	Its	prime	location	made	it	a	target	but	it	was	also	a	strategic	city	for	anyone	interested	in	growing	an
empire,	from	the	Greeks	to	the	Romans	everyone	wanted	Troy.	And	as	such,	it	was	conquered	and	rebuilt	many	times	throughout	history.		Read	MoreWhat	was	the	Bronze	Age?	Schliemann's	Treasure	Statue	of	Heinrich	Schliemann,	a	German	businessman	and	a	pioneer	in	the	field	of	archaeology,	near	the	Pfaffenteich	pond	lake	Before	we	take	a	deep
dive	into	the	different	phases	of	Troy's	history	we	must	understand	who	Schliemann	is	and	the	famous	treasure	that	he	unearthed.	Schliemann	was	not	an	impressive	archeologist	and	in	his	zeal,	he	did	a	lot	of	irreversible	damage.	However,	to	his	credit,	he	did	discover	the	site	of	what	is	commonly	believed	to	be	the	legendary	city,	of	Troy.	He	even
excavated	gold	artifacts	that	later	became	known	as	Schliemann	Treasure.	But	he	was	careless	and	he	unintentionally	dug	through	several	layers	of	Troy's	history	without	documentation	making	it	near	impossible	to	identify	what	those	periods	were	like.		Troy	0	(Pre-3000	BCE)	The	archaeological	site	of	Troy	consists	of	the	hill	of	Hisarlik	and	the
fields	below	it	to	the	south,	via	Wikipedia	It	was	long	believed	that	Troy	1	was	the	earliest	settlement	of	Troy.	However,	Troy	0	lay	hidden	in	the	shadow	just	out	of	reach,	until	2019,	when	advances	in	technology	allowed	archeologists	to	peer	even	further	into	history	and	identify	the	remains	of	a	townlet	predating	Troy	1.	However,	not	much	is	known
about	this	place	or	the	people	who	lived	there	beyond	the	fact	that	humans	lived	in	the	area	before	3000	BCE.	Troy	1	(3000-2550	BCE)	Troy	I	was	a	small	village	probably	founded	near	the	third	millennia	BC.	The	village	was	made	predominantly	of	stone	and	mudbrick	houses	linked	together	and	protected	by	a	stone	wall.	The	cultural	artifacts
unearthed	from	Troy	1	are	similar	to	other	Bronze	Age	Greek	settlements.		Troy	II	(2550-2300	BCE)	Part	of	Priam's	Treasure	discovered	by	classical	archaeologists	Frank	Calvert	and	Heinrich	Schliemann	at	Hissarlik,	via	Wikipedia	Troy	II,	based	on	archeological	finds,	appears	to	be	a	much	more	influential	city	than	Troy	0.	Buildings	from	this
timestamp	are	bigger	and	the	walls	and	gate	are	much	more	impressive.	It	is	during	this	period	that	German	archeologist	Schliemann	discovered	his	treasure.	Schliemann	found	60	earrings,	six	bracelets,	two	jewelled	crowns	and	8750	rings,	all	of	these	treasures	were	made	of	gold.	It	would	also	seem	that	Troy	II	was	significantly	involved	in	trade
based	on	the	number	of	materials	that	could	have	only	come	from	Asia	that	were	found	in	the	ruins.		Troy	III-V	(2300-1750	BCE)	It	was	this	period	of	Troy's	history	that	Schliemann	singlehandedly	destroyed	a	significant	part	of	Troy's	history.	As	a	result,	not	much	is	known	about	the	people	that	called	this	version	of	Troy	home.	What	little	ruins
archeologists	have	been	able	to	salvage	seem	to	suggest	that	the	settlements	included	a	dense	residential	neighbourhood	within	the	fortified	castle	implying	significant	amounts	of	population	growth	during	this	time.		Troy	VI-VII	(	1750-950	BCE)	The	city	of	Toy's	(Homer's	Troy)	archeological	site	and	ruins	in	Canakkale	Province,	Turkey	Troy	VI-VII
was	a	massive	Late	Bronze	Age	city	and	is	a	serious	contester	for	the	setting	of	Homer's	Troy.	This	ancient	city	had	an	impressive	castle	with	a	sprawling	town	that	spilled	out	around	its	towering	walls.	This	vibrant	coastal	city	was	filled	with	the	hustle	and	bustle	of	a	large	population.	Many	scholars	hypothesize	that	given	Troy's	position	near	the
Dardanelles	Strait	Troy	could	have	functioned	as	the	regional	capital.	Some	of	the	architecture	unearthed	during	this	period	of	Troy's	history	is	consistent	with	descriptions	of	Homer's	poems	giving	even	more	credit	to	the	idea	that	this	Troy	city	was	the	one	Homer	wrote	about.		Troy	VIII-Troy	IX	(950	BCE-500	CE)	The	Trojan	Horse,	by	Motte,	vintage
engraved	illustration	in	Magasin	Pittoresque	Because	of	Troy's	strategic	position	and	rich	history,	the	city	continued	to	be	a	coveted	site.	The	Trojans	were	first	conquered	by	the	Greeks	and	then	later	by	the	Romans,	while	there	were	several	attempts	to	restore	Troy	to	its	former	glory	it	never	was	able	to	recapture	its	splendour.	Finally,	after	being
destroyed	twice	by	earthquakes	this	great	city	was	abandoned	and	gradually	blanketed	with	rubble	and	dirt.	Until	atlas,	as	the	long	centuries	rolled	by,	the	great	city	of	Troy	passed	from	memory.	Where	it	lay,	cloaked	in	mystery	until	it	was	eventually	rediscovered	nearly	1000	years	later	by	German	archeologist	Heinrich	Schliemann.		Troy	Today	
Greek	theater	in	Troy's	archealogical	site	Today,	Troy	is	a	popular	attraction	with	thousands	of	tourists	arriving	every	year	to	see	the	ruins	of	the	once-great	city.	You	can	visit	the	ruins	by	travelling	from	Istanbul	a	291	mile	trip	one	way.	The	site	is	a	UNESCO	World	Heritage	site	and	there	are	many	options	when	it	comes	to	seeing	the	great	city	of
antiquity.	One	of	the	more	popular	options	is	a	chartered	minibus	that	takes	you	directly	from	Istanbul	in	the	comfort	of	an	air-conditioned	vehicle	and	provides	you	with	a	guided	tour	through	the	ruins	of	Troy.	Archaeologists	continue	to	excavate	more	of	the	city	to	this	day.	The	digs	are	being	led	by	Turkish	archaeologists.	This	is	a	significant	change,
as	past	excavations	were	European	and	American-led.		Despite	being	founded	over	5000	years	ago	Troy	continues	to	captivate	the	minds	of	people	all	around	the	globe.	The	city	might	be	left	in	ruins	but	it	has	inspired	countless	books	and	movies	and	continues	to	impact	our	world	today.	Have	you	heard	of	your	Achilles	heel?	That	is	directly	tied	to
Homer's	story	of	Troy!	If	you	haven't	already,	check	out	Homer's	Iliad.	Geography	&	Travel	Cities	&	Towns	Cities	&	Towns	T-Z	Troy,	ancient	city	in	northwestern	Anatolia	that	holds	an	enduring	place	in	both	literature	and	archaeology.	It	occupied	a	key	position	on	trade	routes	between	Europe	and	Asia.	The	legend	of	the	Trojan	War,	fought	between
the	Greeks	and	the	people	of	Troy,	is	the	most	notable	theme	from	ancient	Greek	literature	and	forms	the	basis	of	Homer’s	Iliad.	Although	the	actual	nature	and	size	of	the	historical	settlement	remain	matters	of	scholarly	debate,	the	ruins	of	Troy	at	Hisarlık,	Turkey,	are	a	key	archaeological	site	whose	many	layers	illustrate	the	gradual	development	of
civilization	in	northwestern	Asia	Minor.	The	extensive	and	complex	ruins	are	open	to	visitors,	and	there	is	a	museum	on	the	site.	There	is	much	potential	for	future	excavations.	The	ruins	of	Troy	were	enrolled	as	a	UNESCO	World	Heritage	site	in	1998.	Ancient	Troy	commanded	a	strategic	point	at	the	southern	entrance	to	the	Dardanelles
(Hellespont),	a	narrow	strait	linking	the	Black	Sea	with	the	Aegean	Sea	via	the	Sea	of	Marmara.	The	city	also	commanded	a	land	route	that	ran	north	along	the	west	Anatolian	coast	and	crossed	the	narrowest	point	of	the	Dardanelles	to	the	European	shore.	In	theory,	Troy	would	have	been	able	to	use	its	site	astride	these	two	lines	of	communication	to
exact	tolls	from	trading	vessels	and	other	travelers	using	them;	the	actual	extent	to	which	this	took	place,	however,	remains	unclear.	The	Troad	(Greek:	Troias;	“Land	of	Troy”)	is	the	district	formed	by	the	northwestern	projection	of	Asia	Minor	into	the	Aegean	Sea.	The	present-day	ruins	of	Troy	itself	occupy	the	western	end	of	a	low	descending	ridge
in	the	extreme	northwest	corner	of	the	Troad.	Less	than	4	miles	(6	km)	to	the	west,	across	the	plain	of	the	Scamander	River	(Küçükmenderes	Çayı),	is	the	Aegean	Sea,	and	toward	the	north	are	the	narrows	of	the	Dardanelles.	HisarlıkAncient	ruins	at	Hisarlık,	the	site	of	historical	Troy,	in	Turkey.The	approximate	location	of	Troy	was	well	known	from
references	in	works	by	ancient	Greek	and	Latin	authors,	including	Homer,	Herodotus,	and	Strabo.	But	the	exact	site	of	the	city	remained	unidentified	until	modern	times.	A	large	mound,	known	locally	as	Hisarlık,	had	long	been	understood	to	hold	the	ruins	of	a	city	named	Ilion	or	Ilium	that	had	flourished	in	Hellenistic	and	Roman	times.	In	1822
Charles	Maclaren	suggested	that	this	was	the	site	of	Homeric	Troy,	but	for	the	next	50	years	his	suggestion	received	little	attention	from	Classical	scholars,	most	of	whom	regarded	the	Trojan	legend	as	a	mere	fictional	creation	based	on	myth,	not	history.	Those	who	did	believe	in	the	existence	of	a	real	Troy	thought	it	to	be	at	Bunarbashi	(Pınarbaşı),	a
short	distance	south	of	Hisarlık.	It	took	Frank	Calvert,	a	scholarly	amateur	archaeologist,	until	1860	to	begin	exploratory	work	on	Hisarlık.	It	was	he	who	persuaded	the	German	archaeologist	Heinrich	Schliemann	to	work	at	Hisarlık,	though	Schliemann	soon	took	full	credit	for	adopting	Maclaren’s	identification	and	demonstrating	to	the	world	that	it
was	correct.	(Not	until	the	late	20th	century	was	the	full	extent	of	Calvert’s	role	widely	known.)	In	seven	major	and	two	minor	campaigns	between	1870	and	1890,	Schliemann	conducted	excavations	on	a	large	scale	mainly	in	the	central	area	of	the	Hisarlık	mound,	where	he	exposed	the	remains	of	a	walled	citadel.	After	Schliemann’s	death	in	1890,
the	excavations	were	continued	(1893–94)	by	his	colleague	Wilhelm	Dörpfeld	and	later	(1932–38)	by	an	expedition	from	the	University	of	Cincinnati	headed	by	Carl	W.	Blegen.	After	a	lapse	of	some	50	years,	excavations	resumed	(1988–2005)	under	the	leadership	of	University	of	Tübingen	archaeologist	Manfred	Korfmann	and	continued	after	his
death.	Questions	of	Troy’s	physical	size,	population,	and	stature	as	a	trade	entrepôt	and	regional	power	became	subjects	of	intense	scholarly	dispute	following	the	resumption	of	excavations	at	Hisarlık	in	the	late	1980s.	Although	Homeric	Troy	was	described	as	a	wealthy	and	populous	city,	by	this	time	some	scholars	had	come	to	accept	the	probability
of	a	lesser	Troy—a	relatively	minor	settlement,	perhaps	a	princely	seat.	Beginning	in	1988,	Korfmann’s	team	investigated	the	terrain	surrounding	the	citadel	site	in	search	of	wider	settlement.	Korfmann’s	findings	at	Hisarlık,	drawn	from	geomagnetic	surveying	and	isolated	excavations,	led	him	to	conclude	in	favour	of	a	greater	Troy—that	is,	a
settlement	of	some	size	and	prosperity.	His	presentation	of	this	perspective	in	a	2001	exhibition,	accompanied	by	a	controversial	model	reconstruction	of	the	city,	sparked	especially	intense	scholarly	debate	over	the	city’s	true	nature.	Before	excavations	began,	the	mound	rose	to	a	height	of	105	feet	(32	metres)	above	the	plain.	It	contained	a	vast
accumulation	of	debris	that	was	made	up	of	many	clearly	distinguishable	layers.	Schliemann	and	Dörpfeld	identified	a	sequence	of	nine	principal	strata,	representing	nine	periods	during	which	houses	were	built,	occupied,	and	ultimately	destroyed.	At	the	end	of	each	period	when	a	settlement	was	destroyed	(usually	by	fire	or	earthquake	or	both),	the
survivors,	rather	than	clear	the	wreckage	down	to	the	floors,	merely	leveled	it	out	and	then	built	new	houses	upon	it.	The	nine	major	periods	of	ancient	Troy	are	labeled	I	to	IX,	starting	from	the	bottom	with	the	oldest	settlement,	Troy	I.	In	periods	I	to	VII	Troy	was	a	fortified	stronghold	that	served	as	the	capital	of	the	Troad	and	the	residence	of	a	king,
his	family,	officials,	advisers,	retinue,	and	slaves.	Most	of	the	local	population,	however,	were	farmers	who	lived	in	unfortified	villages	nearby	and	took	refuge	in	the	citadel	in	times	of	danger.	Troy	I	to	V	corresponds	roughly	to	the	Early	Bronze	Age	(c.	3000	to	1900	bce).	The	citadel	of	Troy	I	was	small,	not	more	than	300	feet	(90	metres)	in	diameter.
It	was	enclosed	by	a	massive	wall	with	gateways	and	flanking	towers	and	contained	perhaps	20	rectangular	houses.	Troy	II	was	twice	as	large	and	had	higher,	sloping	stone	walls	protecting	an	acropolis	on	which	stood	the	king’s	palace	and	other	princely	residences,	which	were	built	of	brick	in	a	megaron	plan.	This	city	came	to	an	end	through	fire,
and	Schliemann	mistakenly	identified	it	with	Homer’s	Troy.	In	the	“burnt	layer’s”	debris	were	found	a	trove	of	gold	jewelry	and	ornaments	and	gold,	silver,	copper,	bronze,	and	ceramic	vessels	that	Schliemann	named	“Priam’s	treasure.”	The	burning	of	Troy	II	seems	to	have	been	followed	by	an	economic	decline;	each	of	the	citadels	of	Troy	III,	IV,	and
V	was	fortified	and	somewhat	larger	than	its	predecessor,	but	the	houses	inside	the	walls	were	much	smaller	and	more	closely	packed	than	in	Troy	II.	Troy	VI	and	VII	may	be	assigned	to	the	Middle	and	Late	Bronze	Age	(c.	1900	to	1100	bce).	Troy	at	this	time	had	new	and	vigorous	settlers	who	introduced	domesticated	horses	to	the	Aegean	area.	They
further	enlarged	the	city	and	erected	a	magnificent	circuit	of	cut	limestone	walls	that	were	15	feet	(4.5	metres)	thick	at	the	base,	rose	to	a	height	of	more	than	17	feet	(5	metres),	and	had	brick	ramparts	and	watchtowers.	Inside	the	citadel,	which	was	now	about	650	feet	(200	metres)	long	and	450	feet	(140	metres)	wide,	great	houses	were	laid	out	on
ascending,	concentric	terraces.	Troy	VI	was	destroyed	by	a	violent	earthquake	a	little	after	1300	bce.	Dörpfeld	had	identified	this	stage	as	Homeric	Troy,	but	its	apparent	destruction	by	an	earthquake	does	not	agree	with	the	realistic	account	of	the	sack	of	Troy	in	Greek	tradition.	Moreover,	the	city’s	date,	as	indicated	by	imported	Mycenaean	pottery
found	in	the	earthquake	debris,	is	too	early	for	the	Trojan	War.	The	survivors	of	the	earthquake	quickly	rebuilt	the	town,	thus	inaugurating	the	short-lived	Troy	VIIa.	The	ruins	were	leveled	and	covered	over	by	new	buildings,	which	were	set	close	together	and	filled	all	available	space	inside	the	fortress.	Almost	every	house	was	provided	with	one	or
several	huge	storage	jars	that	were	sunk	deep	into	the	ground,	with	only	their	mouths	above	the	level	of	the	floor.	Troy	VIIa	probably	lasted	little	more	than	a	generation.	The	crowding	together	of	houses	and	the	special	measures	to	store	up	food	supplies	suggest	that	preparations	had	been	made	to	withstand	a	siege.	The	town	was	destroyed	in	a
devastating	fire,	and	remnants	of	human	bones	found	in	some	houses	and	streets	strengthen	the	impression	that	the	town	was	captured,	looted,	and	burnt	by	enemies.	Based	on	the	evidence	of	imported	Mycenaean	pottery,	the	end	of	Troy	VIIa	can	be	dated	to	between	1260	and	1240	bce.	The	Cincinnati	expedition	under	Blegen	concluded	that	Troy
VIIa	was	very	likely	the	capital	of	King	Priam	described	in	Homer’s	Iliad,	which	was	destroyed	by	the	Greek	armies	of	Agamemnon.	The	partly	rebuilt	Troy	VIIb	shows	evidence	of	new	settlers	with	a	lower	level	of	material	culture,	who	vanished	altogether	by	1100	bce.	For	about	the	next	four	centuries	the	site	was	virtually	abandoned.	About	700	bce
Greek	settlers	began	to	occupy	the	Troad.	Troy	was	reoccupied	and	given	the	Hellenized	name	of	Ilion;	this	Greek	settlement	is	known	as	Troy	VIII.	The	Romans	sacked	Ilion	in	85	bce,	but	it	was	partially	restored	by	the	Roman	general	Sulla	that	same	year.	This	Romanized	town,	known	as	Troy	IX,	received	fine	public	buildings	from	the	emperor
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4.1	94	ratings	Share	your	opinion	about	Troy	Meze	Bar	Brief	synthesis	The	Archaeological	Site	of	Troy	has	4,000	years	of	history.	Its	extensive	remains	are	the	most	significant	and	substantial	evidence	of	the	first	contact	between	the	civilizations	of	Anatolia	and	the	burgeoning	Mediterranean	world.	Excavations	started	more	than	a	century	ago	have
established	a	chronology	that	is	fundamental	to	the	understanding	of	this	seminal	period	of	the	Old	World	and	its	cultural	development.	Moreover,	the	siege	of	Troy	by	Mycenaean	warriors	from	Greece	in	the	13th	century	B.C.,	immortalized	by	Homer	in	The	Iliad,	has	inspired	great	artists	throughout	the	world	ever	since.	Troy	is	located	on	the	mound
of	Hisarlık,	which	overlooks	the	plain	along	the	Turkish	Aegean	coast,	4.8	km	from	the	southern	entrance	to	the	Dardanelles.	The	famous	archaeologist	Heinrich	Schliemann	undertook	the	first	excavations	at	the	site	in	1870,	and	those	excavations	could	be	considered	the	starting	point	of	modern	archaeology	and	its	public	recognition.	Research	and
excavations	conducted	in	the	Troia	and	Troas	region	reveal	that	the	region	has	been	inhabited	for	8,000	years.	Throughout	the	centuries,	Troy	has	acted	as	a	cultural	bridge	between	the	Troas	region	and	the	Balkans,	Anatolia,	the	Aegean	and	Black	Sea	regions	through	migration,	occupation,	trade	and	the	transmission	of	knowledge.	24	excavation
campaigns,	spread	over	the	past	140	years,	have	revealed	many	features	from	all	the	periods	of	occupation	in	the	citadel	and	the	lower	town.	These	include	23	sections	of	the	defensive	walls	around	the	citadel,	eleven	gates,	a	paved	stone	ramp,	and	the	lower	portions	of	five	defensive	bastions.	Those	archaeological	remains	date	for	the	most	part	from
Troy	II	and	VI;	however,	a	section	of	the	earliest	wall	(Troy	I)	survives	near	the	south	gate	of	the	first	defences.	In	the	last	15	years,	it	has	become	clear	that	a	Lower	City	existed	south	of	the	mound	in	all	prehistoric	periods	and	extended	to	about	30	ha	in	the	Late	Bronze	Age.	Several	monuments,	including	the	temple	of	Athena	and	the	recently
excavated	sanctuary,	are	part	of	the	Greek	and	Roman	city	of	Ilion,	at	the	site	of	Troy.	The	Roman	urban	organization	is	reflected	by	two	major	public	buildings	on	the	edge	of	the	agora	(central	market	place),	the	odeion	(concert	hall)	and	the	nearby	bouleuterion	(council	house).	The	surrounding	landscape	contains	many	important	archaeological	and
historical	sites,	including	prehistoric	settlements	and	cemeteries,	Hellenistic	burial	mounds,	monumental	tumuli,	Greek	and	Roman	settlements,	Roman	and	Ottoman	bridges	and	numerous	monuments	of	the	Battle	of	Gallipoli.		Criterion	(ii):	The	archaeological	site	of	Troy	is	of	immense	significance	in	the	understanding	of	the	development	of
European	civilization	at	a	critical	stage	in	its	early	development.	It	documents	an	uninterrupted	settlement	sequence	over	more	than	3,000	years	and	bears	witness	to	the	succession	of	civilisations.	The	role	of	Troy	is	of	particular	importance	in	documenting	the	relations	between	Anatolia,	the	Aegean,	and	the	Balkans,	given	its	location	at	a	point
where	the	three	cultures	met.	Criterion	(iii):	The	Archaeological	Site	of	Troy	bears	witness	to	various	civilizations	that	occupied	the	area	for	over	4,000	years.	Troy	II	and	Troy	VI	provide	characteristic	examples	of	an	ancient	oriental	city	in	an	Aegean	context,	with	a	majestic	fortified	citadel	enclosing	palaces	and	administrative	buildings,	surrounded
by	an	extensive	fortified	lower	town.	Several	other	monuments	and	remains	reflect	the	characteristics	of	Roman	and	Greek	settlements,	and	other	distinct	attributes	bear	witness	to	the	Ottoman	settlements.	Criterion	(vi):	The	Archaeological	Site	of	Troy	is	of	exceptional	cultural	importance	because	of	the	profound	influence	it	had	on	significant
literary	works	such	as	Homer’s	Illiad	and	Virgil’s	Aeneid,	and	on	the	arts	in	general,	over	more	than	two	millennia.		Integrity	The	inscribed	property	contains	all	the	necessary	elements	to	express	its	Outstanding	Universal	Value.	The	archaeological	remains	still	allow	for	an	impressive	insight	into	the	Bronze	Age	city	with	its	fortifications,	palaces	and
administrative	buildings.	Of	the	Greek	and	Roman	periods,	two	major	public	buildings	on	the	edge	of	the	agora	have	survived	in	almost	complete	condition.		Authenticity	The	authenticity	of	the	archaeological	site	is	high,	since	there	have	been	very	few	reconstructions.	Those	that	have	taken	place	on	the	defences	have	been	carried	out	in	strict
accordance	with	the	principles	of	anastylosis.	The	authenticity	of	the	surrounding	landscape	is	also	high,	and	represents	an	organic	development	from	prehistory	to	the	present	century	that	has	not	been	subject	to	any	obtrusive	tourism	development.		Protection	and	management	requirements	The	1968	Decree	No	3925	of	The	Superior	Council	of
Immovable	Cultural	and	Natural	Property,	under	the	authority	of	the	Ministry	of	Culture	and	Tourism,	designated	the	Archaeological	Site	of	Troy	as	a	historic	site.	The	Antique	City	of	Troy	was	also	registered	as	first-degree	archaeological	site	and	a	conservation	zone	was	created	in	1981	by	Decision	No	12848	of	The	Supreme	Council	of	the
Immovable	Ancient	Objects	and	Monuments.	The	limits	of	the	Antique	City	of	Troy	have	been	defined	by	the	1995	decision	No	2414	of	the	Edirne	Conservation	Council	of	Cultural	and	Natural	Properties	and	were	made	to	coincide	with	those	of	the	World	Heritage	property.	It	is	thus	protected	under	the	provisions	of	Law	No	2863	of	the	Republic	of
Turkey	on	the	Conservation	of	Cultural	and	Natural	Property.	Under	this	legislation,	sites	and	the	movable	properties	discovered	on	them	are	State	property	and	no	works	may	be	carried	out	without	the	authorization	of	the	related	Regional	Council.	With	the	Cabinet	Decree	No	8676	of	1996,	the	antique	city	of	Troy	and	the	surrounding	landscape
were	inscribed	as	a	“National	Historical	Park”.	To	date,	the	majority	of	archaeologically	relevant	areas	of	Troy	are	owned	by	the	State	and	thus	protected	by	law.	Following	the	compulsory	purchase	of	a	number	of	holdings	in	1994,	75%	of	the	lower	town	and	the	cemeteries	are	now	in	State	ownership	and	further	appropriation	measures	are	currently
in	progress.	The	remaining	land	in	private	ownership	is	under	cultivation.	The	overall	responsibility	for	the	protection	and	conservation	of	the	designated	sites	rests	with	the	General	Directorate	of	Cultural	Heritage	and	Museums.	Collaborating	institutions	at	regional	level	are	the	Çanakkale	Council	for	the	Preservation	of	the	Cultural	Heritage,	the
Governorship	of	Çanakkale	and	the	Çanakkale	Museum.	The	National	Parks	Department	of	the	Ministry	of	Forests	collaborates	with	the	Ministry	of	Culture	on	issues	regarding	the	surrounding	landscape.	A	plan	for	its	preservation	was	prepared	by	the	Department	in	1971,	revised	in	2010,	and	constitutes	the	primary	planning	document	for	the
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