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Home	Blog	Lawn	Mowers	Why	Your	Belt	Keeps	Coming	Off	Your	Lawn	Mower	or	Breaks	If	you	own	a	lawn	mower,	chances	are	you	have	had	a	belt	come	off	your	mower	and	wondered	why.	If	you	have	a	belt	that	wont	stay	on	your	lawn	mower	or	mower	deck	you	need	to	check	over	your	lawn	mower	to	make	sure	your	belts	are	in	good	condition	and
there	isnt	damage	to	other	parts	of	your	lawn	mower.	Drive	belts	and	mower	deck	belts	are	necessary	functions	of	your	mower.	If	one	of	the	belts	falls	off	your	lawn	mower,	your	mower	will	fail	to	move	or	fail	to	cut.	Its	important	to	keep	your	belts,	pulleys,	and	brackets	in	good	shape.	A	lawn	mower	belt	keeps	coming	off	the	mower	because	the	belt
guides	and	brackets	are	out	of	adjustment;	the	debris	is	collecting	under	your	pulleys	and	tensioners;	the	brackets,	bearings,	or	bushings	are	damaged,	or	the	mower	belt	is	worn.	Before	you	begin	working	on	your	mower,	make	sure	to	remove	the	spark	plug	for	safety	reasons.	Let	us	explain	why	your	belt	may	come	off	your	mower.	This	post	may
include	affiliate	links.	Purchases	made	through	these	links	may	provide	a	commission	for	us,	at	no	extra	cost	to	you.	As	an	Amazon	Associate,	we	earn	from	qualifying	purchases.	Follow	all	safety	instructions	provided	in	your	equipment	operators	manual	before	diagnosing,	repairing,	or	operating.	Consult	a	professional	if	you	dont	have	the	skills,	or
knowledge	or	are	not	in	the	condition	to	perform	the	repair	safely.	The	belt	guides,	sometimes	called	belt	keepers,	are	small	rod-shaped	posts	that	go	around	the	pulleys.	On	some	lawn	mowers,	belt	guides	travel	alongside	the	belts	depending	on	how	long	the	belt	must	travel.	Belt	guides	can	move	out	of	place	or	become	bent	when	a	belt	snaps	or	the
belt	has	a	lot	of	slack	in	it.	The	extra	slack	can	cause	the	belt	to	hit	the	guide	and	bend	the	belt	guide	back	toward	the	pulleys	sometimes	causing	the	belt	to	jump	off	the	pulley	and	slip	off	your	mower.	Keep	in	mind,	belt	guides	should	never	touch	the	belt.	Instead,	they	should	be	very	close	to	the	belt	remaining	1/8	to	1/4	away	from	the	pulley.
Brackets	can	be	adjusted	by	hitting	them	with	a	small	hammer	or	using	a	vice	grip	to	move	the	brackets	back	into	place.	Inspect	your	belt	to	check	if	it	seems	loose.	This	can	be	a	sign	it	is	time	to	replace	it.	We	like	to	replace	our	mower	belts	at	the	same	time	because	one	is	pretty	worn	or	stretched	from	normal	use;	the	other	is	probably	due	to	being
changed.	If	you	find	your	deck	belt	or	drive	belt	is	shredded,	most	likely	the	belt	is	rubbing	on	a	bracket	or	a	belt	guide.	It	also	may	not	be	tracking	correctly.	Look	at	the	components	that	are	near	the	belt	to	see	what	the	belt	has	been	rubbing	against.	A	shiny	spot	on	a	bracket	or	belt	guide	is	an	indication	that	the	belt	is	rubbing	against	this	area.
Once	you	isolate	the	items	causing	the	shredded	belt,	adjust	the	bracket	or	belt	guide	back	in	place	so	it	no	longer	rubs	against	the	belt.	Check	bushings	in	the	brackets	to	make	sure	they	are	not	bad.	Some	brackets	have	replaceable	bushings	while	others	do	not.	The	whole	bracket	must	be	replaced.	Next,	look	at	the	pulleys	that	the	belt	rides	on.	If
any	of	them	are	not	running	flat	and	straight,	a	bearing	in	the	pulley	can	be	bad.	Most	of	the	time,	you	will	find	the	bearing	that	fails	is	located	in	an	idler	pulley.	The	idler	pulley	has	a	sealed	bearing	in	it	so	you	will	have	to	replace	the	whole	pulley	if	you	find	a	bad	bearing.	Not	every	pulley	will	have	a	sealed	bearing.	You	may	find	the	drive	pulleys	or
spindle	housings	will	have	replaceable	bearings	so	you	are	able	to	complete	repairs	with	fewer	parts.	You	can	find	bearing	failures	in	spindle	housings	by	grabbing	a	hold	of	the	blades	and	rocking	back	and	forth.	If	you	feel	movement,	the	bearings	in	the	cutter	housings	or	a	complete	cutter	housing	need	to	be	replaced.	Spindles	that	are	making	noise
and	excessively	vibrating	can	cause	your	belt	to	come	off	the	mower	deck.	Look	at	the	grooves	in	the	pulley	and	check	for	rocks,	wood	chips,	and	other	debris	that	may	get	caught	in	the	pulleys.	There	have	been	times	when	I	have	found	debris	and	even	dried	mud	caked	in	the	grooves	of	the	pulley.	A	mower	belt	can	break	when	the	debris	is	caught	in
the	deck	and	under	the	pulleys.	The	belt	is	unable	to	stretch	around	the	additional	debris.	The	stress	of	being	stretched	can	cause	the	belt	to	break.	Belts	dont	always	break	because	they	are	old.	Many	times,	new	belts	snap	because	a	foreign	material	is	caught	in	the	pulleys.	The	brackets	that	hold	the	idler	pulleys	in	line	usually	have	a	spring	on	one
side	and	a	pulley	on	the	other.	If	the	hole	where	the	spring	attaches	are	worn	or	the	spring	is	worn,	a	constant	vibration	is	created.	The	bushing	on	the	idler	bracket	can	also	become	worn	out	if	it	isnt	greased.	This	can	result	in	the	pulley	running	on	an	angle.	The	pulley	can	cut	into	the	deck	or	the	bottom	side	of	the	mower	if	it	is	a	transmission	belt.
This	vibration	along	with	the	pulley	running	on	an	angle	can	throw	the	belt	off	the	mower.	The	deck	needs	to	be	kept	clean	of	debris.	Dry	grass	and	debris	can	collect	under	the	lawn	mower	or	on	the	deck	which	can	cause	the	tension	pulley	not	to	move	properly.	The	tensioner	pulley	is	no	longer	able	to	keep	proper	tension	on	the	belt.	If	the	tensioner
cant	move,	then	the	belt	cant	stay	tight.	This	is	one	of	the	reasons	it	is	very	important	to	keep	your	lawn	mower	clean	under	the	belt	covers	and	under	the	mower	body.	Also,	the	cleaner	you	keep	your	lawn	mower,	the	easier	it	is	to	find	parts	that	may	be	failing	before	they	fail.	Check	out	our	articles,	How	to	Clean	Your	Lawn	Mower	for	Best
Performance	and	How	to	Find	&	Prevent	Substantial	Lawn	Mower	Deck	Problems	to	learn	more	on	how	to	keep	your	mower	clean	and	in	good	condition	to	extend	your	mowers	lifespan.	An	oil	leak	on	your	lawn	mower	may	collect	on	the	belt.	This	is	another	problem	that	can	cause	the	belt	to	come	off.	The	pulleys	need	to	be	clean	of	oil	and	rust	to
keep	your	belts	in	good	shape.	Oil	is	a	petroleum	product	that	will	make	the	belt	swell	if	the	belt	remains	in	oil	for	a	long	time.	An	oil-covered	belt	will	also	begin	to	slip	on	the	pulleys	and	cause	the	belt	to	not	be	able	to	grab	and	just	build	heat.	Rust	will	cause	the	belt	to	dry	out	and	crack.	If	your	belts	have	any	types	of	cracks	in	them	the	belts	need	to
be	replaced	as	soon	as	possible.	Lawn	mower	belts	can	be	pretty	pricey	depending	on	the	manufacturer	and	type	of	mower	you	are	running.	Drive	belts	and	deck	belts	are	two	of	the	most	common	lawn	mower	belts.	Belts	can	cost	anywhere	from	$20	to	$200.	I	recommend	purchasing	an	OEM	belt	from	the	manufacturer	of	your	lawn	mower.	You	can
probably	find	a	cheaper	belt	online	or	have	a	local	auto	parts	store	try	to	match	the	belt	for	you,	but	they	rarely	last	as	long	or	perform	as	well	as	an	OEM	belt.	I	go	into	more	depth	with	my	article,	This	is	How	Long	a	Mower	Drive	Belt	Should	Last.	Lawn	mower	ownership	doesnt	come	without	its	frustrations.	Own	a	mower	long	enough,	you	are	bound
to	run	into	many	lawn	mower	problems	including	starting,	smoking,	leaking,	cutting,	and	overheating.	For	mower	troubleshooting,	check	out	my	guide	Common	Lawn	Mower	Problems:	Solved.	A	lawn	mower	is	an	indispensable	tool	for	maintaining	a	beautiful	yard.	However,	a	frustrating	issue	that	many	homeowners	encounter	is	a	mower	deck	belt
that	repeatedly	slips	off.	This	problem	can	bring	your	lawn	care	routine	to	a	screeching	halt.	Understanding	the	reasons	behind	this	recurring	issue	is	the	first	step	toward	resolving	it	and	getting	back	to	mowing.	This	article	explores	the	common	causes	of	mower	deck	belt	slippage	and	provides	practical	solutions	to	keep	your	mower	running
smoothly.	Understanding	the	Mower	Deck	Belt	SystemThe	mower	deck	belt	is	a	critical	component	that	transfers	power	from	the	engine	to	the	blades.	Its	a	simple	yet	crucial	part	of	the	mowing	process.	A	properly	functioning	belt	ensures	efficient	cutting	and	a	well-manicured	lawn.The	belt	wraps	around	various	pulleys:	the	engine	pulley,	the	spindle
pulleys	(connected	to	the	blades),	and	often	an	idler	pulley	or	two.	These	pulleys	work	together	to	maintain	tension	and	guide	the	belt	along	its	path.	The	alignment	and	condition	of	each	of	these	components	are	vital	for	the	belt	to	stay	in	place.A	healthy	belt	is	characterized	by	proper	tension,	flexibility,	and	the	absence	of	cracks	or	wear.	Regular
inspection	of	the	belt	and	pulleys	is	paramount	to	prevent	unexpected	breakdowns	and	maintain	optimal	mowing	performance.Common	Causes	of	Mower	Deck	Belt	SlippageSeveral	factors	can	contribute	to	a	mower	deck	belt	repeatedly	slipping	off.	Identifying	the	root	cause	is	crucial	for	effective	repair.	Lets	delve	into	some	of	the	most	common
culprits.Worn	or	Damaged	BeltOne	of	the	most	frequent	reasons	for	belt	slippage	is	simply	an	old,	worn,	or	damaged	belt.	Over	time,	mower	belts	can	stretch,	crack,	fray,	or	develop	worn	spots.Cracks	and	Fraying:	The	constant	flexing	and	exposure	to	the	elements	can	cause	the	belt	material	to	degrade.	Cracks	weaken	the	belt,	making	it	more	prone
to	slipping.	Fraying	along	the	edges	reduces	the	belts	grip	on	the	pulleys.Stretching:	As	a	belt	ages,	it	loses	its	elasticity	and	stretches	out.	A	stretched	belt	cannot	maintain	proper	tension,	causing	it	to	slip	off	the	pulleys,	especially	when	the	mower	encounters	resistance	(e.g.,	thick	grass).Wear	and	Glazing:	Continuous	friction	against	the	pulleys	can
wear	down	the	belts	surface,	making	it	smooth	or	glazed.	This	reduces	the	belts	ability	to	grip	the	pulleys,	leading	to	slippage.A	thorough	visual	inspection	of	the	belt	for	any	signs	of	damage	is	the	first	step.	Replace	the	belt	if	you	notice	any	of	these	issues.Misaligned	PulleysProper	alignment	of	the	pulleys	is	essential	for	the	belt	to	track	correctly.
Misalignment	can	put	undue	stress	on	the	belt,	causing	it	to	jump	off	the	pulleys.Bent	or	Damaged	Pulleys:	Impacts	with	rocks	or	other	debris	can	bend	or	damage	the	pulleys.	Even	a	slight	bend	can	throw	off	the	belts	alignment.Worn	Bearings	in	Pulleys:	Worn	bearings	can	cause	pulleys	to	wobble	or	vibrate,	disrupting	the	belts	path.	Check	for
excessive	play	or	noise	in	the	pulley	bearings.Improper	Installation:	If	a	pulley	has	been	removed	and	reinstalled,	its	crucial	to	ensure	its	properly	aligned	and	tightened.	Incorrect	installation	can	lead	to	immediate	belt	slippage.Using	a	straight	edge	or	laser	level	can	help	you	check	the	alignment	of	the	pulleys.	Adjust	the	pulleys	as	needed	to	ensure
they	are	all	in	the	same	plane.	Replace	any	bent	or	damaged	pulleys.Incorrect	Belt	TensionProper	belt	tension	is	critical	for	maintaining	a	secure	grip	on	the	pulleys.	Too	little	tension,	and	the	belt	will	slip.	Too	much	tension,	and	the	belt	can	wear	out	prematurely	or	even	break.Idler	Pulley	Issues:	The	idler	pulley	is	responsible	for	maintaining	the
correct	belt	tension.	A	malfunctioning	idler	pulley,	such	as	a	frozen	or	weak	spring,	can	result	in	insufficient	tension.Incorrect	Adjustment:	The	tension	adjustment	mechanism	may	not	be	set	correctly.	Refer	to	your	mowers	owners	manual	for	the	proper	tension	setting.Stretched	Springs:	The	springs	that	control	the	idler	pulleys	tension	can	stretch
out	over	time,	reducing	their	effectiveness.Inspect	the	idler	pulley	and	its	spring.	Ensure	the	spring	is	intact	and	provides	adequate	tension.	Adjust	the	tension	according	to	the	manufacturers	specifications.	Replace	any	worn	or	damaged	components.Damaged	or	Seized	Spindle	BearingsThe	spindle	bearings	allow	the	mower	blades	to	rotate	freely.
When	these	bearings	become	damaged	or	seized,	they	can	create	excessive	resistance,	causing	the	belt	to	slip.Lack	of	Lubrication:	Spindle	bearings	require	regular	lubrication	to	prevent	wear	and	seizing.	Neglecting	lubrication	can	lead	to	premature	failure.Contamination:	Dirt,	grass	clippings,	and	other	debris	can	contaminate	the	bearings,	causing
them	to	bind	up.Overheating:	Excessive	friction	due	to	damaged	bearings	can	cause	them	to	overheat,	further	exacerbating	the	problem.Check	the	spindle	bearings	for	play	or	noise.	If	the	blades	are	difficult	to	turn	by	hand,	the	bearings	may	be	seizing.	Replace	any	damaged	or	seized	spindle	bearings.	Regular	lubrication	is	crucial	for	preventing
future	problems.Obstructions	and	DebrisObstructions	in	the	mower	deck	can	interfere	with	the	belts	path,	causing	it	to	slip	off.Grass	Buildup:	Excessive	grass	buildup	under	the	deck	can	restrict	the	movement	of	the	belt	and	pulleys.Sticks	and	Debris:	Sticks,	rocks,	and	other	debris	can	get	lodged	in	the	deck,	interfering	with	the	belts
operation.Regularly	clean	the	mower	deck	to	remove	grass	buildup	and	debris.	Before	each	use,	inspect	the	deck	for	any	obstructions.Worn	or	Damaged	PulleysEven	if	the	pulleys	are	aligned,	their	condition	is	important.	Worn	or	damaged	pulleys	will	cause	problems.Grooved	Pulleys:	The	pulleys	are	designed	to	have	a	specific	groove	profile	for	the
belt	to	seat	in.	Over	time,	these	grooves	can	wear	down,	making	it	easier	for	the	belt	to	slip	out.Rust	and	Corrosion:	Rust	and	corrosion	can	create	a	rough	surface	on	the	pulleys,	reducing	the	belts	grip.Chips	and	Cracks:	Chips	and	cracks	on	the	pulley	surface	can	snag	the	belt	and	cause	it	to	jump	off.Inspect	the	pulleys	for	wear,	rust,	and	damage.
Replace	any	pulleys	that	are	in	poor	condition.Troubleshooting	Steps	for	Mower	Deck	Belt	SlippageWhen	your	mower	deck	belt	keeps	coming	off,	a	systematic	troubleshooting	approach	is	essential.	Heres	a	step-by-step	guide	to	help	you	diagnose	and	resolve	the	issue.Visual	Inspection:	Begin	by	thoroughly	inspecting	the	belt,	pulleys,	and	spindles	for
any	obvious	signs	of	damage	or	wear.	Look	for	cracks,	fraying,	stretching,	bent	pulleys,	and	worn	bearings.Belt	Tension	Check:	Verify	that	the	belt	tension	is	correct.	Refer	to	your	mowers	owners	manual	for	the	proper	tension	setting.	Check	the	idler	pulley	and	its	spring	for	proper	function.Pulley	Alignment	Check:	Use	a	straight	edge	or	laser	level	to
check	the	alignment	of	the	pulleys.	Ensure	they	are	all	in	the	same	plane.	Adjust	the	pulleys	as	needed.Spindle	Bearing	Check:	Check	the	spindle	bearings	for	play	or	noise.	If	the	blades	are	difficult	to	turn	by	hand,	the	bearings	may	be	seizing.Deck	Cleaning:	Clean	the	mower	deck	to	remove	grass	buildup	and	debris.	Inspect	the	deck	for	any
obstructions.Test	Run:	After	making	any	adjustments	or	repairs,	start	the	mower	and	observe	the	belts	behavior.	Look	for	any	signs	of	slippage,	vibration,	or	misalignment.Preventive	Maintenance	to	Avoid	Belt	SlippagePreventing	belt	slippage	is	far	easier	than	dealing	with	a	breakdown	in	the	middle	of	a	mowing	session.	Regular	maintenance	can
significantly	extend	the	life	of	your	mower	deck	belt	and	ensure	reliable	performance.Regular	Cleaning:	Clean	the	mower	deck	after	each	use	to	remove	grass	buildup	and	debris.	This	will	prevent	obstructions	and	ensure	proper	belt	tracking.Belt	Inspection:	Inspect	the	belt	regularly	for	signs	of	wear	or	damage.	Replace	the	belt	at	the	first	sign	of
trouble.Pulley	Inspection:	Check	the	pulleys	regularly	for	alignment,	wear,	and	damage.	Replace	any	worn	or	damaged	pulleys.Spindle	Lubrication:	Lubricate	the	spindle	bearings	regularly	to	prevent	wear	and	seizing.	Refer	to	your	mowers	owners	manual	for	the	recommended	lubrication	schedule	and	type	of	lubricant.Proper	Storage:	Store	your
mower	in	a	dry,	protected	location	to	prevent	rust	and	corrosion.Avoid	Obstacles:	Be	mindful	of	obstacles	such	as	rocks	and	sticks	while	mowing.	These	can	damage	the	belt	and	pulleys.Follow	Manufacturers	Recommendations:	Adhere	to	the	manufacturers	recommended	maintenance	schedule	and	belt	replacement	intervals.Choosing	the	Right
Replacement	BeltWhen	its	time	to	replace	your	mower	deck	belt,	selecting	the	right	belt	is	crucial	for	optimal	performance	and	longevity.	Not	all	belts	are	created	equal.OEM	vs.	Aftermarket:	OEM	(Original	Equipment	Manufacturer)	belts	are	designed	specifically	for	your	mower	model	and	are	typically	the	best	option	for	fit	and	performance.
Aftermarket	belts	may	be	cheaper	but	may	not	meet	the	same	quality	standards.Belt	Type:	Mower	deck	belts	are	typically	either	V-belts	or	flat	belts.	Ensure	you	choose	the	correct	type	for	your	mower.Belt	Size:	Use	the	correct	belt	size.	The	owners	manual	should	provide	the	correct	size.	Using	the	wrong	size	can	cause	slippage	or	premature
wear.Belt	Material:	Look	for	belts	made	from	high-quality	materials	that	are	resistant	to	stretching,	cracking,	and	wear.Belt	Construction:	Some	belts	have	reinforced	cords	or	covers	for	added	strength	and	durability.When	to	Seek	Professional	HelpWhile	many	mower	deck	belt	issues	can	be	resolved	with	DIY	troubleshooting	and	repair,	there	are
times	when	its	best	to	seek	professional	help.Complex	Repairs:	If	the	problem	involves	complex	repairs,	such	as	replacing	spindle	bearings	or	realigning	the	entire	mower	deck,	it	may	be	best	to	leave	it	to	a	qualified	technician.Uncertain	Diagnosis:	If	youre	unable	to	diagnose	the	cause	of	the	belt	slippage,	a	professional	can	help	identify	the	problem
and	recommend	the	appropriate	solution.Lack	of	Experience:	If	youre	not	comfortable	working	on	mechanical	equipment,	its	best	to	avoid	attempting	repairs	that	could	potentially	damage	the	mower	or	cause	injury.Warranty	Issues:	If	your	mower	is	still	under	warranty,	attempting	DIY	repairs	may	void	the	warranty.A	mower	deck	belt	that	keeps
coming	off	is	a	frustrating	problem,	but	with	a	little	knowledge	and	effort,	you	can	diagnose	and	resolve	the	issue.	By	understanding	the	common	causes	of	belt	slippage,	following	the	troubleshooting	steps,	practicing	preventive	maintenance,	and	choosing	the	right	replacement	belt,	you	can	keep	your	mower	running	smoothly	and	enjoy	a	beautifully
manicured	lawn.	Remember,	regular	maintenance	and	prompt	attention	to	problems	can	save	you	time,	money,	and	frustration	in	the	long	run.Why	is	my	mower	deck	belt	constantly	slipping	off?A	mower	deck	belt	slipping	off	is	a	frustrating	issue	often	stemming	from	several	underlying	problems.	Common	culprits	include	a	worn	or	stretched	belt,
damaged	or	misaligned	pulleys,	and	obstructions	hindering	the	belts	path.	A	belt	thats	too	old	can	lose	its	grip	and	flexibility,	making	it	prone	to	slipping,	especially	under	load.	Similarly,	a	pulley	thats	bent,	rusty,	or	not	properly	aligned	can	disrupt	the	belts	tension	and	tracking,	leading	to	it	jumping	off	the	pulley	system.Debris	like	grass	clippings,
twigs,	or	even	small	rocks	can	become	lodged	in	the	pulley	grooves	or	around	the	belt,	forcing	it	off	track.	Additionally,	worn-out	bearings	in	the	pulleys	can	cause	them	to	wobble,	further	contributing	to	belt	slippage.	Addressing	these	potential	issues	systematically	is	key	to	resolving	the	problem	and	ensuring	your	mower	deck	operates
smoothly.How	do	I	check	the	tension	on	my	mower	deck	belt?Checking	the	tension	on	your	mower	deck	belt	is	a	critical	maintenance	step	that	requires	careful	observation.	First,	consult	your	mowers	owners	manual	for	the	recommended	belt	tension	specification.	Typically,	this	is	measured	by	applying	pressure	to	the	belt	at	a	specific	point	between
two	pulleys	and	observing	the	amount	of	deflection,	or	how	much	the	belt	bends.	The	manual	will	provide	a	precise	measurement,	usually	in	inches	or	millimeters,	for	the	acceptable	deflection	range.If	you	dont	have	the	manual,	a	general	rule	of	thumb	is	that	the	belt	should	have	approximately	1/4	to	1/2	inch	of	deflection	when	you	push	on	it	firmly
between	the	longest	span	of	two	pulleys.	Too	much	deflection	indicates	a	loose	belt,	while	too	little	deflection	means	its	too	tight.	Either	condition	can	lead	to	premature	wear	and	slippage.	Adjust	the	tensioner	pulley	or	idler	arm	according	to	your	mowers	design	to	achieve	the	correct	tension.What	are	the	signs	of	a	worn-out	mower	deck	belt?
Identifying	a	worn-out	mower	deck	belt	early	can	prevent	more	serious	damage	to	your	mower.	One	of	the	most	obvious	signs	is	visible	cracking	or	fraying	along	the	belts	edges.	These	cracks	indicate	that	the	belts	rubber	compound	is	deteriorating,	weakening	its	structural	integrity.	Additionally,	check	for	sections	where	the	belt	appears	glazed	or
shiny,	suggesting	excessive	wear	from	slipping.Another	key	indicator	is	a	noticeable	decrease	in	the	belts	ability	to	grip	the	pulleys.	This	often	manifests	as	a	squealing	sound	when	the	mower	is	engaged,	especially	when	cutting	thick	grass.	If	the	belt	feels	significantly	thinner	or	softer	than	a	new	belt,	its	likely	lost	its	elasticity	and	needs
replacement.	Furthermore,	look	for	missing	chunks	or	sections	of	the	belt,	which	definitively	indicate	a	need	for	immediate	replacement.Can	a	misaligned	pulley	cause	the	belt	to	come	off?Yes,	a	misaligned	pulley	is	a	very	common	cause	of	mower	deck	belts	coming	off.	When	pulleys	are	not	properly	aligned,	the	belt	is	forced	to	run	at	an	angle,
placing	uneven	stress	on	it.	This	misalignment	causes	the	belt	to	rub	against	the	pulley	flanges,	generating	heat	and	friction	that	can	quickly	wear	down	the	belt	and	eventually	lead	to	it	jumping	off.Imagine	the	belt	as	a	train	and	the	pulleys	as	the	tracks.	If	the	tracks	are	not	perfectly	aligned,	the	train	(belt)	will	eventually	derail	(come	off).	A	slight
misalignment	may	not	cause	immediate	issues,	but	over	time,	it	will	definitely	weaken	the	belt	and	increase	the	likelihood	of	slippage.	Therefore,	properly	aligning	all	pulleys	is	essential	for	a	smooth	and	reliable	operation	of	the	mower	deck.How	do	I	realign	the	pulleys	on	my	mower	deck?Realigning	mower	deck	pulleys	requires	careful	attention	to
detail	and	potentially	some	specialized	tools.	Start	by	visually	inspecting	each	pulley	to	ensure	it	is	properly	seated	on	its	shaft	and	not	bent	or	damaged.	Use	a	straight	edge,	such	as	a	long	ruler	or	a	laser	level,	to	check	the	alignment	between	the	pulleys.	Place	the	straight	edge	along	the	face	of	one	pulley	and	see	if	it	aligns	perfectly	with	the	faces	of
the	other	pulleys	in	the	belt	system.If	you	find	any	misaligned	pulleys,	loosen	the	mounting	bolts	that	secure	them	to	the	deck	or	engine.	Gently	adjust	the	pulleys	position	until	its	in	proper	alignment	with	the	other	pulleys,	and	then	retighten	the	bolts	securely.	In	some	cases,	you	may	need	to	use	shims	or	washers	to	achieve	the	correct	alignment.
Consult	your	mowers	service	manual	for	specific	instructions	and	torque	specifications	for	your	model.What	type	of	belt	should	I	use	for	my	mower	deck?Using	the	correct	type	of	belt	for	your	mower	deck	is	crucial	for	optimal	performance	and	longevity.	Mower	deck	belts	are	specifically	designed	to	withstand	the	harsh	conditions	of	lawn	mowing,
including	high	speeds,	varying	loads,	and	exposure	to	debris.	They	are	typically	made	of	reinforced	rubber	compounds	with	a	special	V-shape	that	provides	a	secure	grip	on	the	pulleys.Refer	to	your	mowers	owners	manual	to	determine	the	exact	belt	type	and	size	recommended	for	your	model.	Using	a	belt	that	is	too	long,	too	short,	too	wide,	or	too
narrow	can	lead	to	slippage,	premature	wear,	and	even	damage	to	the	mower	deck	components.	Avoid	using	generic	belts	that	are	not	designed	for	mower	applications,	as	they	may	not	be	able	to	handle	the	stress	and	heat	generated	during	operation.	Opt	for	belts	from	reputable	brands	or	those	specifically	designed	as	OEM	(Original	Equipment
Manufacturer)	replacements.What	can	I	do	to	prevent	the	mower	deck	belt	from	coming	off	in	the	future?Preventing	mower	deck	belt	issues	requires	consistent	maintenance	and	careful	operation.	Regularly	inspect	the	belt	for	signs	of	wear,	such	as	cracks,	fraying,	or	glazing,	and	replace	it	as	needed.	Keep	the	mower	deck	clean	and	free	of	debris
that	could	interfere	with	the	belts	path	or	cause	damage	to	the	pulleys.	Clean	around	pulleys	and	spindles	after	each	use	to	reduce	the	likelihood	of	build	up.Also,	routinely	check	and	adjust	the	belt	tension	to	ensure	it	is	within	the	manufacturers	specifications.	Avoid	engaging	the	mower	blades	at	full	throttle,	as	this	can	put	excessive	stress	on	the
belt.	Instead,	gradually	increase	the	throttle	speed	to	allow	the	belt	to	smoothly	engage.	Finally,	be	mindful	of	obstacles	in	your	yard,	such	as	rocks	or	tree	roots,	which	could	damage	the	mower	deck	or	cause	the	belt	to	jump	off	the	pulleys.	Theres	nothing	quite	like	the	feeling	of	effortlessly	mowing	your	lawn	with	a	riding	mower.	But,	that	blissful
experience	can	quickly	turn	into	frustration	when	the	belt	keeps	slipping	off.	Its	a	common	problem	that	can	be	caused	by	a	variety	of	factors,	from	worn-out	parts	to	improper	tension.	This	article	will	explore	the	most	common	reasons	why	your	riding	lawn	mower	belt	keeps	coming	off	and	provide	practical	solutions	to	get	you	back	on	track	to	a
perfectly	manicured	lawn.In	short,	a	riding	lawn	mower	belt	slipping	off	is	usually	caused	by:Worn-out	or	damaged	belt:	The	belt	itself	may	be	worn,	cracked,	or	stretched,	making	it	unable	to	grip	the	pulleys	properly.Loose	or	misaligned	pulleys:	The	pulleys,	which	the	belt	wraps	around,	may	be	loose,	misaligned,	or	damaged,	leading	to
slippage.Incorrect	belt	tension:	If	the	belt	is	too	loose	or	too	tight,	it	can	cause	it	to	slip	off.Foreign	objects	or	debris:	Objects	caught	between	the	belt	and	pulleys	can	also	cause	slippage.Identifying	the	Culprit:	Why	Your	Belt	is	SlippingBefore	you	start	troubleshooting,	you	need	to	determine	the	root	cause	of	the	slipping	belt.	This	requires	a	thorough
inspection	of	the	entire	belt	system.1.	Inspect	the	Belt	ItselfStart	by	carefully	examining	the	belt	for	signs	of	wear	and	tear.	Look	for:Cracks	or	splits:	These	indicate	that	the	belt	is	aging	and	may	need	replacement.Stretching:	A	stretched	belt	wont	be	able	to	grip	the	pulleys	properly.Missing	teeth	or	grooves:	Damage	to	the	belts	teeth	or	grooves	will
make	it	impossible	to	properly	engage	the	pulleys.Excessive	wear	on	the	inside	surface:	This	is	a	sign	that	the	belt	is	rubbing	against	the	pulley	and	is	likely	causing	slippage.If	you	find	any	of	these	signs,	youll	need	to	replace	the	belt	with	a	new	one.2.	Examine	the	PulleysNext,	inspect	the	pulleys	that	the	belt	wraps	around.	Look	for:Loose	pulleys:	A
loose	pulley	will	cause	the	belt	to	slip.Misaligned	pulleys:	If	the	pulleys	arent	aligned	properly,	the	belt	will	struggle	to	stay	in	place.Damaged	pulleys:	Cracks	or	chips	on	the	pulley	can	create	uneven	surfaces	that	cause	the	belt	to	slip.Accumulated	debris:	Any	debris	or	grass	clippings	on	the	pulley	can	prevent	the	belt	from	properly	engaging.If	any	of
the	pulleys	are	damaged,	loose,	or	misaligned,	theyll	need	to	be	repaired	or	replaced.3.	Check	Belt	TensionProper	belt	tension	is	crucial	for	preventing	slippage.	If	the	belt	is	too	loose,	it	wont	grip	the	pulleys	properly.	If	its	too	tight,	it	can	cause	excessive	wear	on	the	belt	and	bearings.To	check	the	tension:Locate	the	tensioner:	Most	riding	mowers
have	a	tensioner	that	allows	you	to	adjust	the	belt	tension.Press	on	the	belt:	Gently	press	on	the	belt	between	the	pulleys.Check	for	deflection:	The	belt	should	deflect	slightly	when	pressed.Adjust	tension:	If	the	belt	is	too	loose,	tighten	the	tensioner.	If	its	too	tight,	loosen	the	tensioner.Refer	to	your	mowers	manual	for	specific	tension
recommendations.4.	Look	for	ObstructionsSometimes,	the	culprit	behind	a	slipping	belt	is	something	simple	like	an	object	caught	between	the	belt	and	pulleys.Remove	debris:	Clear	any	debris,	grass	clippings,	or	foreign	objects	that	may	be	obstructing	the	belt.Inspect	belt	path:	Make	sure	there	are	no	obstructions	or	misalignments	in	the	belts	path
as	it	wraps	around	the	pulleys.Common	Causes	and	SolutionsLets	dive	into	some	common	scenarios	that	lead	to	a	slipping	belt	and	how	to	address	them.1.	Worn	BeltSymptoms:	The	belt	is	cracked,	stretched,	or	has	missing	teeth.Solution:	Replace	the	belt	with	a	new	one.2.	Loose	or	Damaged	PulleysSymptoms:	The	pulleys	are	loose,	misaligned,	or
show	signs	of	damage.Solution:Loose	pulley:	Tighten	the	pulley	using	the	appropriate	wrench.	If	the	pulley	is	stripped	or	damaged,	youll	need	to	replace	it.Misaligned	pulleys:	Adjust	the	pulley	alignment	by	loosening	the	mounting	bolts	and	carefully	repositioning	the	pulley.Damaged	pulley:	Replace	the	damaged	pulley	with	a	new	one.3.	Incorrect
Belt	TensionSymptoms:	The	belt	is	too	loose	or	too	tight.Solution:	Adjust	the	belt	tension	using	the	tensioner.	Refer	to	your	owners	manual	for	specific	tension	recommendations	for	your	model.4.	Foreign	ObjectsSymptoms:	The	belt	is	slipping	due	to	an	object	blocking	its	path.Solution:	Remove	any	debris	or	objects	from	the	belt	path.	Inspect	the	belt
path	to	ensure	there	are	no	misalignments	or	obstructions.5.	Incorrect	Belt	InstallationSymptoms:	The	belt	is	not	properly	installed	or	routed.Solution:	Refer	to	your	owners	manual	for	the	correct	installation	instructions.	Ensure	the	belt	is	properly	routed	around	all	pulleys	and	tensioned	correctly.Preventive	MeasuresTo	avoid	future	belt	slippage,
consider	these	preventive	measures:Regular	maintenance:	Regularly	inspect	your	belt,	pulleys,	and	tensioner	for	wear	and	tear.Replace	worn	parts:	Replace	any	worn	or	damaged	components	promptly	to	prevent	further	problems.Clean	the	belt	system:	Keep	the	belt	path	and	pulleys	free	of	debris	and	grass	clippings.Proper	lubrication:	Lubricate	the
tensioner	and	pulleys	according	to	your	mowers	manual.ConclusionA	slipping	riding	lawn	mower	belt	can	be	frustrating,	but	by	understanding	the	common	causes	and	implementing	the	solutions	outlined	above,	you	can	quickly	identify	and	address	the	problem.	Remember,	regular	maintenance	and	inspections	are	key	to	preventing	future	belt	issues
and	keeping	your	mower	running	smoothly	for	years	to	come.FAQThis	is	a	common	problem	that	can	be	caused	by	a	few	different	things.	The	most	likely	culprit	is	a	worn	or	damaged	belt.	Belts	can	stretch	over	time,	and	if	theyre	too	loose,	they	can	slip	off	the	pulleys.	They	can	also	crack	or	tear,	making	them	more	prone	to	coming	off.	Another
possibility	is	that	the	pulleys	themselves	are	worn	or	damaged.	This	can	cause	the	belt	to	slip	off,	even	if	the	belt	itself	is	in	good	condition.	Finally,	its	possible	that	the	belt	tension	is	simply	too	loose.You	can	adjust	the	belt	tension	by	loosening	the	bolts	that	hold	the	motor	or	transmission	in	place.	Then,	move	the	motor	or	transmission	forward	or
backward	until	the	belt	is	tight	enough.	Be	careful	not	to	overtighten	the	belt,	as	this	can	damage	the	motor	or	transmission.	Once	youve	adjusted	the	tension,	tighten	the	bolts	and	start	the	engine	to	make	sure	the	belt	is	still	tight.What	Should	I	Do	If	My	Riding	Lawn	Mower	Belt	Keeps	Coming	Off?If	your	riding	lawn	mower	belt	keeps	coming	off,	the
first	thing	you	should	do	is	inspect	the	belt	itself.	Check	for	any	signs	of	wear	or	damage,	such	as	cracks,	tears,	or	fraying.	If	you	find	any	damage,	youll	need	to	replace	the	belt.If	the	belt	is	in	good	condition,	the	problem	might	be	with	the	pulleys.	Inspect	the	pulleys	for	any	signs	of	wear	or	damage.	If	you	find	any	damage,	youll	need	to	replace	the
pulley.	If	the	belt	and	pulleys	are	both	in	good	condition,	the	problem	might	be	with	the	belt	tension.	Adjust	the	belt	tension	as	described	above.How	Do	I	Know	If	My	Riding	Lawn	Mower	Belt	Needs	Replacing?There	are	a	few	signs	that	your	riding	lawn	mower	belt	needs	replacing.	First,	check	the	belt	for	any	signs	of	wear	or	damage,	such	as	cracks,
tears,	or	fraying.	Second,	check	the	belt	for	signs	of	slippage.	If	the	belt	is	slipping,	it	will	make	a	squealing	noise.	Third,	check	the	belt	for	signs	of	stretching.	If	the	belt	is	stretched,	it	will	be	loose	and	will	not	be	able	to	properly	grip	the	pulleys.If	you	notice	any	of	these	signs,	its	time	to	replace	the	belt.	A	new	belt	will	help	ensure	that	your	riding
lawn	mower	runs	smoothly	and	efficiently.How	Often	Should	I	Replace	My	Riding	Lawn	Mower	Belt?The	frequency	of	belt	replacement	depends	on	how	often	you	use	your	riding	lawn	mower	and	the	conditions	in	which	you	use	it.	In	general,	you	should	replace	your	belt	every	2-3	years.	However,	if	you	use	your	riding	lawn	mower	frequently	or	in
harsh	conditions,	you	may	need	to	replace	the	belt	more	often.Its	always	a	good	idea	to	inspect	your	belt	regularly	for	signs	of	wear	or	damage.	If	you	notice	any	problems,	replace	the	belt	immediately.What	Is	The	Best	Way	To	Replace	My	Riding	Lawn	Mower	Belt?Replacing	a	riding	lawn	mower	belt	is	a	relatively	simple	process.	First,	youll	need	to
disconnect	the	spark	plug	wire	to	prevent	the	engine	from	starting	accidentally.	Next,	locate	the	belt	and	identify	the	pulleys	that	it	runs	over.Then,	loosen	the	bolts	that	hold	the	motor	or	transmission	in	place.	Once	the	bolts	are	loose,	you	can	slide	the	belt	off	the	pulleys.	Install	the	new	belt	in	the	reverse	order,	making	sure	to	tighten	the	bolts
securely.What	Type	Of	Belt	Should	I	Use	For	My	Riding	Lawn	Mower?The	type	of	belt	you	need	will	depend	on	your	specific	riding	lawn	mower	model.	Consult	your	owners	manual	for	the	correct	belt	type	and	size.	You	can	also	find	this	information	online	or	at	your	local	hardware	store.Be	sure	to	purchase	a	belt	that	is	specifically	designed	for	riding
lawn	mowers.	Using	a	belt	that	is	not	designed	for	your	mower	can	lead	to	premature	failure	and	damage	to	your	mower.What	Can	I	Do	To	Prevent	My	Riding	Lawn	Mower	Belt	From	Coming	Off	In	The	Future?To	prevent	your	riding	lawn	mower	belt	from	coming	off	in	the	future,	there	are	a	few	things	you	can	do.	First,	make	sure	to	inspect	the	belt
regularly	for	signs	of	wear	or	damage.	Second,	adjust	the	belt	tension	as	needed.	Third,	keep	the	pulleys	clean	and	free	of	debris.Finally,	avoid	using	your	riding	lawn	mower	in	extreme	conditions,	such	as	hot	or	humid	weather.	By	following	these	tips,	you	can	help	ensure	that	your	riding	lawn	mower	belt	stays	in	good	condition	and	doesnt	come	off
unexpectedly.One	of	the	biggest	pet	peeves	of	anyone	that	owns	a	riding	mower	is	the	deck	belt	coming	off.Its	not	usually	a	big	problem	when	it	slips	off,	and	is	easy	enough	to	put	back	on	most	of	the	time.	But	if	you	notice	that	your	mower	deck	belt	keeps	coming	off,	you	need	to	start	asking	why?Because	if	you	dont,	youre	going	to	keep	finding
yourself	on	your	hands	and	knees,	and	thatll	get	old	quickly.Why	Your	Mower	Deck	Belt	Keeps	Coming	OffThere	are	lots	of	potential	reasons	for	a	mower	deck	belt	that	keeps	coming	off.	It	might	be	that	the	belt	is	damaged	or	worn,	the	belt	could	have	stretched,	one	or	more	belt	keepers	could	be	bent	out	of	place	or	there	could	be	a	damaged	pulley
or	pulley	bracket.Our	Checklist	to	Diagnose	Why	a	Deck	Belt	Repeatedly	Comes	OffTo	get	to	the	bottom	of	a	deck	belt	that	repeatedly	comes	off,	youll	need	to	set	aside	some	time	to	take	a	closer	look	at	all	of	the	components	that	come	into	contact	with	the	belt.There	will	be	some	sort	of	problem	with	at	least	one	of	them	or	with	the	belt	itself.	They
dont	just	come	off	for	no	reason.Run	through	the	checklist	until	you	find	out	the	cause.	Good	luck!Belt	is	Worn/DamagedThis	is	personally	one	that	Ive	heard	of	quite	a	lot.	I	have	a	few	buddies	that	run	landscaping	services	and	when	the	deck	belt	starts	to	really	wear,	youll	find	it	comes	off	more	and	more.Thats	because	the	belt	becomes	thinner	in
these	worn	spots,	which	is	how	it	slips	off.Solution:	Your	only	solution	in	this	situation	is	going	to	be	to	replace	the	deck	belt,	as	its	not	possible	to	repair	these	worn	spots.Whatever	you	do,	dont	get	a	cheap	aftermarket	replacement	though,	as	they	often	wear	super	quickly	always	go	with	an	OEM	belt.Ive	also	heard	very	good	things	about	belts
containing	kevlar	fibers,	so	that	might	be	worth	checking	out.Belt	Has	StretchedIf	you	cant	see	any	visible	damage	or	worn	spots	on	your	belt,	but	you	have	been	using	the	belt	for	a	considerable	amount	of	time,	its	possible	it	may	have	stretched.Do	lawn	mower	belts	stretch??	is	most	peoples	response	to	this	suggestion.	But	they	can	and	do.And	if	this
is	the	case	it	could	explain	why	your	mower	deck	belt	keeps	coming	off,	as	its	now	too	big.	Even	if	just	fractionally	too	big,	the	belt	will	work	its	way	off.Solution:	Like	with	the	last	issue,	theres	no	way	to	reverse	a	stretched	lawn	mower	belt,	so	your	only	option	is	going	to	be	to	source	a	replacement.Wrong	Belt	InstalledDid	you	replace	the	belt
yourself	the	last	time	that	it	broke?	If	so,	are	you	100%	sure	that	you	bought	the	right	belt?There	are	tons	of	different	deck	belts	available	and	if	you	order	online	its	very	easy	to	make	a	mistake.If	you	ordered	a	belt	that	isnt	the	exact	right	belt	for	your	lawn	mower	model,	it	could	be	too	big,	which	is	why	it	keeps	coming	off.Itll	usually	be	obvious	if
this	is	the	problem,	as	youll	start	having	this	problem	right	after	changing	the	belt.Solution:	If	you	bought	the	wrong	belt,	you	need	to	get	the	right	belt	on	order	and	fit	it.	Paying	out	for	belts	twice	is	annoying,	but	at	least	itll	stop	coming	off.Belt	Keeper	is	BentIf	you	take	a	look	at	the	deck,	youll	notice	that	alongside	the	pulleys	you	have	some	pins.
These	are	belt	keepers	and	are	designed	to	keep	the	belt	in	place,	on	the	pulley.If	one	or	more	of	these	should	become	bent,	the	belt	will	have	a	gap	to	go	through.Its	quite	common	that	when	theres	a	bent	belt	keeper,	the	deck	belt	comes	off	when	lowering	and	raising	the	deck.Solution:	Check	each	of	the	belt	keepers	to	see	whether	they	have	been
bent	out	of	shape	and	adjust	any	that	are	not	in	the	right	place.Be	careful	not	to	push	them	too	close	to	the	pulleys	though	as	this	will	prevent	them	from	spinning	freely.Pulleys	that	are	Bent	or	DamagedEach	of	the	pulleys	that	the	deck	belt	runs	around	should	be	level	and	spin	freely.These	pulleys	do	occasionally	get	damaged	through	use,	and	should
they	no	longer	run	level,	it	can	result	in	the	belt	slipping	off	the	pulley	during	operation.To	check	this	youre	going	to	need	to	remove	the	belt	completely,	then	check	each	pulley	individually.Does	it	spin	freely?	Is	it	spinning	level?	If	you	find	one	that	isnt,	that	could	be	the	problem.Solution:	You	can	try	to	bend	them	back	into	place	with	a	bit	of	force
(and	maybe	a	hammer).	Often	its	the	bracket	that	bends.In	the	worst-case	scenario,	you	may	need	to	replace	the	pulley.Split	Plate/Bracket	Below	PulleysWhen	your	mower	deck	belt	keeps	coming	off,	most	of	the	focus	gets	put	on	the	belt	itself,	the	pulleys	and	the	pulley	keepers.	These	are	the	primary	suspects	and	should	be	the	things	you	check
first.If	you	see	nothing	wrong	with	them,	look	closely	at	the	pulley	bracket	and	the	plate	it	is	attached	to.Sometimes	these	things	can	split,	and	when	the	mower	is	in	use,	that	extra	give	can	cause	the	pulley	to	move	and	the	belt	to	slip	off.Solution:	A	split	plate	would	need	to	be	welded	and	a	bracket	either	repaired	or	replaced	to	fix	this	issue.Plan	of
Action	(Quick	Summary)If	your	mower	deck	belt	keeps	coming	off	its	a	pain	in	the	butt.	It	gets	old	very	quickly.If	this	is	the	situation	youre	in,	take	the	deck	covers	off	and	position	your	mower	so	you	can	get	a	good	look	at	the	belt	and	pulleys.And	then	ask	yourself	these	questions.Is	the	belt	especially	worn	in	certain	places?Have	you	recently	fitted	a
new	belt?	If	so,	are	you	sure	it	was	the	right	one?Do	any	of	the	belt	keepers	appear	to	be	bent	out	of	place?Are	the	pulleys	all	spinning	freely	and	level?Do	you	see	any	damage	to	the	brackets/plates	the	pulleys	are	attached	to?Is	your	deck	belt	old?	If	so,	do	you	think	it	could	have	stretched?How	tight	should	your	mowers	deck	belt	be?	Is	it	tight
enough?	Have	a	look	in	your	manual.If	you	run	through	this	checklist,	you	should	find	out	why	the	belt	keeps	coming	off.	Once	you	put	it	right,	you	can	get	back	to	what	matters	the	most	cutting	your	grass!	Home	Blog	Lawn	Mowers	The	Belt	Keeps	Coming	Off	Your	Lawn	Tractor	(FIXED!)	Having	to	stop	mowing	to	reinstall	the	deck	belt	that	has	fallen
off	the	pulleys	is	an	inconvenience.	Having	to	continue	to	stop	and	reinstall	your	belt	multiple	times	is	a	big	pain.	Finding	the	cause	that	allows	your	belt	to	come	off	must	be	repaired	or	its	never	going	to	end.	A	mower	deck	belt	will	keep	coming	off	your	lawn	tractor	when	it	is	worn,	stretched,	or	shredded.	Belt	keeper	damage;	bad	pulley	or	spindle
bearings;	damaged	brackets;	worn	tensioner	spring;	and	debris	interfering	with	the	tensioner	or	pulleys	can	also	be	the	reason	a	lawn	tractor	mower	deck	belt	is	slipping.	Always	follow	safety	precautions	as	outlined	in	your	owners	manual	before	working	on	your	lawn	tractor.	This	post	may	include	affiliate	links.	Purchases	made	through	these	links
may	provide	a	commission	for	us,	at	no	extra	cost	to	you.	As	an	Amazon	Associate,	we	earn	from	qualifying	purchases.	Follow	all	safety	instructions	provided	in	your	equipment	operators	manual	before	diagnosing,	repairing,	or	operating.	Consult	a	professional	if	you	dont	have	the	skills,	or	knowledge	or	are	not	in	the	condition	to	perform	the	repair
safely.	A	deck	belt	will	wear	from	normal	use.	A	belt	showing	one	of	these	signs	of	wearing	should	be	replaced	as	it	is	more	susceptible	to	slipping	off	your	lawn	tractor:	Shiny	glazed	appearance	Stretched	belt	Loose	belt	Cracks	in	the	belt	Some	lawn	tractors	use	a	rod	that	sits	between	1/8	and	1/4	away	from	the	pulley.	They	are	known	as	belt	keepers
or	belt	guides.	The	belt	doesnt	actually	touch	these	belt	keepers.	It	is	just	an	extra	precaution	to	keep	the	belt	from	falling	off	the	pulley	and	coming	off	the	deck.	When	the	belt	has	slack	in	it,	it	can	hit	the	belt	keeper	causing	the	rod	to	bend.	This	increases	the	chance	your	belt	comes	off	your	lawn	tractor.	Adjust	any	belt	keepers	that	may	be	bent	out
of	shape.	You	may	need	to	use	a	hammer	or	other	tools	to	straighten	the	keeper	to	get	it	back	to	its	original	position.	If	you	are	unable	to	reshape	the	rod	and	get	it	to	sit	correctly	on	the	deck,	you	should	replace	it	with	a	new	belt	keeper.	A	shredded	belt	is	likely	to	snap	and	break.	Shredding	often	happens	when	the	belt	is	installed	incorrectly	or	its
rubbing	against	a	component	on	the	mower	deck.	To	find	the	cause	of	a	shredded	belt,	check	to	make	sure	your	belt	is	routed	correctly.	There	may	be	a	diagram	decal	on	your	mower	showing	you	how	the	deck	needs	to	be	routed.	If	you	cant	find	a	decal,	refer	to	your	owners	manual	diagram	or	a	parts	diagram.	Next,	if	your	lawn	tractor	belt	is	routed
correctly,	look	for	a	bracket	that	is	out	of	place.	This	piece	may	have	a	shiny	worn	look	to	it	from	the	belt	rubbing	against	it.	Once	you	identify	the	bracket	causing	the	problem,	adjust	it	or	replace	it	so	it	no	longer	rubs.	If	your	bracket	has	a	bushing	in	it,	you	may	be	able	to	replace	the	bushing	or	you	may	have	to	purchase	the	bracket	assembly.	Take
time	to	find	what	is	causing	your	belt	to	shred	so	you	dont	continue	to	go	through	multiple	belts.	Deck	belts	can	be	expensive	and	run	between	$80	and	$250	for	a	good	OEM	belt.	A	bad	pulley	bearing	can	cause	the	belt	to	keep	coming	off	your	lawn	tractor.	A	pulley	with	a	bad	bearing	will	not	sit	flat	on	the	mower	deck.	The	pulley	will	shift	causing
your	belt	to	slip	and	come	off	the	pulley.	To	check	for	a	bad	bearing	in	your	pulley,	grab	a	hold	of	the	pulley	to	see	if	there	is	vertical	movement	in	the	pulley	that	causes	it	not	to	sit	level	with	the	deck.	Next,	slowly	rotate	and	spin	the	pulley.	If	you	feel	resistance	or	hear	a	noise	coming	from	the	bearing	or	notice	it	isnt	sitting	flat	and	parallel	to	the
deck,	its	time	to	replace	the	pulley.	Another	bearing	to	check	for	damage	or	wear	is	the	bearing	in	the	spindle	housing.	To	check	this,	put	on	a	good	pair	of	work	gloves	and	grab	a	hold	of	each	end	of	the	mower	blade.	Rock	the	blade	up	and	down.	Youre	checking	for	movement	in	the	blade	or	a	knocking	sound	indicating	a	bad	bearing.	When	you	feel
this,	remove	the	spindle	housing,	inspect	the	bearing,	and	replace	it	if	it	is	bad.	You	may	be	able	to	rebuild	the	housing	and	replace	the	bearing	on	some	lawn	tractors.	Other	lawn	tractors	will	require	you	to	purchase	the	whole	spindle	housing	assembly.	Repeat	this	procedure	to	check	each	spindle	housing	in	the	deck.	Your	lawn	tractor	deck	has	a
tensioner	bracket	and	spring	that	holds	the	idler	pulley	in	line.	Usually,	youll	find	a	pulley	on	one	side	of	the	bracket	and	a	spring	on	the	other	side.	The	spring	or	the	hole	in	the	bracket,	that	the	spring	attaches	to,	can	become	worn.	This	can	cause	vibration	in	the	mower	deck	that	can	cause	your	lawn	tractor	belt	to	come	off	the	deck.	Youll	need	to
replace	the	bracket	or	the	spring	if	they	break	or	become	worn.	The	belt	on	your	lawn	tractor	must	have	the	proper	tension	to	keep	your	belt	from	falling	off	your	mower	deck.	Debris	can	interfere	with	this	tension	when	it	gets	stuck	under	your	tensioner	or	builds	up	so	your	tensioner	is	unable	to	move.	Keep	your	mower	deck	free	of	debris	by	cleaning
it	after	each	mowing.	Not	only	do	you	want	to	keep	it	clean	so	your	mower	deck	belt	operates	correctly,	but	you	also	need	to	do	this	for	your	safety.	Dry	debris	that	collects	on	your	mower	deck	can	catch	on	fire	from	the	friction	of	the	belt	creating	heat.	Check	out	How	to	Find	&	Prevent	Substantial	Lawn	Mower	Deck	Problems	to	learn	more	about
keeping	your	deck	clean	and	in	good	condition	to	extend	your	lawn	tractors	lifespan.	Debris	can	also	build	up	in	the	grooves	of	your	pulleys	which	causes	stress	on	your	mower	belt	when	it	needs	to	stretch	around	the	additional	material.	Your	lawn	tractor	belt	can	come	off	or	snap.	Check	for	debris	buildup	in	your	pulleys	and	clean	them	so	your	belt
sits	in	the	groves	correctly.	Rust	buildup	on	your	deck	and	from	your	pulleys	can	collect	on	your	belt	causing	it	to	become	dry	and	more	prone	to	cracking	and	coming	off	your	lawn	tractor.	Oil	buildup	from	an	oil	leak	that	dripped	onto	your	deck	can	cause	your	belt	to	slip	around	the	pulleys	and	come	off.	The	belt	can	also	build	heat	when	it	isnt	able
to	grab	a	hold	of	the	pulleys	to	turn	them.	Repair	the	oil	leak	or	remove	the	rust	around	your	pulleys.	If	your	pulleys	have	a	lot	of	rust	on	them,	replace	your	pulleys.	Once	these	items	are	taken	care	of,	you	must	replace	your	belt.	Deck	belts	can	be	pricey	so	the	longer	you	can	make	them	last,	the	better.	Here	are	a	few	items	that	can	extend	the	life	of
your	lawn	tractor	belt	to	keep	it	from	prematurely	wearing,	breaking,	and	slipping	off	the	tractor:	Clean	your	mower	deck	after	each	mowing	to	remove	debris	Check	for	rubbing	on	deck	components	Keep	oil	and	rust	from	forming	on	your	belt	Periodically	check	your	pulleys	and	spindle	housings	for	bearing	failure	Fix	or	replace	any	damaged	brackets
or	belt	keepersOne	of	the	biggest	pet	peeves	of	anyone	that	owns	a	riding	mower	is	the	deck	belt	coming	off.Its	not	usually	a	big	problem	when	it	slips	off,	and	is	easy	enough	to	put	back	on	most	of	the	time.	But	if	you	notice	that	your	mower	deck	belt	keeps	coming	off,	you	need	to	start	asking	why?Because	if	you	dont,	youre	going	to	keep	finding
yourself	on	your	hands	and	knees,	and	thatll	get	old	quickly.Why	Your	Mower	Deck	Belt	Keeps	Coming	OffThere	are	lots	of	potential	reasons	for	a	mower	deck	belt	that	keeps	coming	off.	It	might	be	that	the	belt	is	damaged	or	worn,	the	belt	could	have	stretched,	one	or	more	belt	keepers	could	be	bent	out	of	place	or	there	could	be	a	damaged	pulley
or	pulley	bracket.Our	Checklist	to	Diagnose	Why	a	Deck	Belt	Repeatedly	Comes	OffTo	get	to	the	bottom	of	a	deck	belt	that	repeatedly	comes	off,	youll	need	to	set	aside	some	time	to	take	a	closer	look	at	all	of	the	components	that	come	into	contact	with	the	belt.There	will	be	some	sort	of	problem	with	at	least	one	of	them	or	with	the	belt	itself.	They
dont	just	come	off	for	no	reason.Run	through	the	checklist	until	you	find	out	the	cause.	Good	luck!Belt	is	Worn/DamagedThis	is	personally	one	that	Ive	heard	of	quite	a	lot.	I	have	a	few	buddies	that	run	landscaping	services	and	when	the	deck	belt	starts	to	really	wear,	youll	find	it	comes	off	more	and	more.Thats	because	the	belt	becomes	thinner	in
these	worn	spots,	which	is	how	it	slips	off.Solution:	Your	only	solution	in	this	situation	is	going	to	be	to	replace	the	deck	belt,	as	its	not	possible	to	repair	these	worn	spots.Whatever	you	do,	dont	get	a	cheap	aftermarket	replacement	though,	as	they	often	wear	super	quickly	always	go	with	an	OEM	belt.Ive	also	heard	very	good	things	about	belts
containing	kevlar	fibers,	so	that	might	be	worth	checking	out.Belt	Has	StretchedIf	you	cant	see	any	visible	damage	or	worn	spots	on	your	belt,	but	you	have	been	using	the	belt	for	a	considerable	amount	of	time,	its	possible	it	may	have	stretched.Do	lawn	mower	belts	stretch??	is	most	peoples	response	to	this	suggestion.	But	they	can	and	do.And	if	this
is	the	case	it	could	explain	why	your	mower	deck	belt	keeps	coming	off,	as	its	now	too	big.	Even	if	just	fractionally	too	big,	the	belt	will	work	its	way	off.Solution:	Like	with	the	last	issue,	theres	no	way	to	reverse	a	stretched	lawn	mower	belt,	so	your	only	option	is	going	to	be	to	source	a	replacement.Wrong	Belt	InstalledDid	you	replace	the	belt
yourself	the	last	time	that	it	broke?	If	so,	are	you	100%	sure	that	you	bought	the	right	belt?There	are	tons	of	different	deck	belts	available	and	if	you	order	online	its	very	easy	to	make	a	mistake.If	you	ordered	a	belt	that	isnt	the	exact	right	belt	for	your	lawn	mower	model,	it	could	be	too	big,	which	is	why	it	keeps	coming	off.Itll	usually	be	obvious	if
this	is	the	problem,	as	youll	start	having	this	problem	right	after	changing	the	belt.Solution:	If	you	bought	the	wrong	belt,	you	need	to	get	the	right	belt	on	order	and	fit	it.	Paying	out	for	belts	twice	is	annoying,	but	at	least	itll	stop	coming	off.Belt	Keeper	is	BentIf	you	take	a	look	at	the	deck,	youll	notice	that	alongside	the	pulleys	you	have	some	pins.
These	are	belt	keepers	and	are	designed	to	keep	the	belt	in	place,	on	the	pulley.If	one	or	more	of	these	should	become	bent,	the	belt	will	have	a	gap	to	go	through.Its	quite	common	that	when	theres	a	bent	belt	keeper,	the	deck	belt	comes	off	when	lowering	and	raising	the	deck.Solution:	Check	each	of	the	belt	keepers	to	see	whether	they	have	been
bent	out	of	shape	and	adjust	any	that	are	not	in	the	right	place.Be	careful	not	to	push	them	too	close	to	the	pulleys	though	as	this	will	prevent	them	from	spinning	freely.Pulleys	that	are	Bent	or	DamagedEach	of	the	pulleys	that	the	deck	belt	runs	around	should	be	level	and	spin	freely.These	pulleys	do	occasionally	get	damaged	through	use,	and	should
they	no	longer	run	level,	it	can	result	in	the	belt	slipping	off	the	pulley	during	operation.To	check	this	youre	going	to	need	to	remove	the	belt	completely,	then	check	each	pulley	individually.Does	it	spin	freely?	Is	it	spinning	level?	If	you	find	one	that	isnt,	that	could	be	the	problem.Solution:	You	can	try	to	bend	them	back	into	place	with	a	bit	of	force
(and	maybe	a	hammer).	Often	its	the	bracket	that	bends.In	the	worst-case	scenario,	you	may	need	to	replace	the	pulley.Split	Plate/Bracket	Below	PulleysWhen	your	mower	deck	belt	keeps	coming	off,	most	of	the	focus	gets	put	on	the	belt	itself,	the	pulleys	and	the	pulley	keepers.	These	are	the	primary	suspects	and	should	be	the	things	you	check
first.If	you	see	nothing	wrong	with	them,	look	closely	at	the	pulley	bracket	and	the	plate	it	is	attached	to.Sometimes	these	things	can	split,	and	when	the	mower	is	in	use,	that	extra	give	can	cause	the	pulley	to	move	and	the	belt	to	slip	off.Solution:	A	split	plate	would	need	to	be	welded	and	a	bracket	either	repaired	or	replaced	to	fix	this	issue.Plan	of
Action	(Quick	Summary)If	your	mower	deck	belt	keeps	coming	off	its	a	pain	in	the	butt.	It	gets	old	very	quickly.If	this	is	the	situation	youre	in,	take	the	deck	covers	off	and	position	your	mower	so	you	can	get	a	good	look	at	the	belt	and	pulleys.And	then	ask	yourself	these	questions.Is	the	belt	especially	worn	in	certain	places?Have	you	recently	fitted	a
new	belt?	If	so,	are	you	sure	it	was	the	right	one?Do	any	of	the	belt	keepers	appear	to	be	bent	out	of	place?Are	the	pulleys	all	spinning	freely	and	level?Do	you	see	any	damage	to	the	brackets/plates	the	pulleys	are	attached	to?Is	your	deck	belt	old?	If	so,	do	you	think	it	could	have	stretched?How	tight	should	your	mowers	deck	belt	be?	Is	it	tight
enough?	Have	a	look	in	your	manual.If	you	run	through	this	checklist,	you	should	find	out	why	the	belt	keeps	coming	off.	Once	you	put	it	right,	you	can	get	back	to	what	matters	the	most	cutting	your	grass!	The	sound	of	a	lawn	mower	is	synonymous	with	the	joys	of	summer,	but	when	the	belt	keeps	coming	off,	it	can	be	frustrating	and	time-
consuming.	A	lawn	mower	belt	is	a	crucial	component	of	the	machine,	responsible	for	transmitting	power	from	the	engine	to	the	cutting	blades.	When	the	belt	slips	or	comes	off,	it	can	cause	the	mower	to	malfunction,	leading	to	uneven	cutting,	reduced	performance,	and	even	damage	to	the	machine.	In	this	comprehensive	guide,	well	explore	the
reasons	why	your	lawn	mower	belt	keeps	coming	off	and	provide	you	with	practical	tips	to	prevent	it	from	happening	in	the	future.Causes	of	a	Lawn	Mower	Belt	Coming	OffThe	lawn	mower	belt	can	come	off	due	to	various	reasons,	including:Loose	or	Damaged	Belt	TensionerA	loose	or	damaged	belt	tensioner	can	cause	the	belt	to	slip	or	come	off.	The
tensioner	is	responsible	for	maintaining	the	correct	tension	on	the	belt,	ensuring	it	doesnt	slip	or	wear	out	prematurely.	If	the	tensioner	is	loose	or	damaged,	the	belt	may	not	be	properly	secured,	leading	to	it	coming	off.	To	fix	this	issue,	youll	need	to	replace	the	tensioner	or	adjust	it	according	to	the	manufacturers	instructions.Signs	of	a	Loose	or
Damaged	Belt	TensionerLook	out	for	the	following	signs	to	determine	if	your	belt	tensioner	is	loose	or	damaged:Visible	signs	of	wear	or	damage	on	the	tensionerBelt	slipping	or	vibrating	while	in	useIncreased	noise	from	the	mowerBelt	coming	off	while	mowingIncorrect	Belt	TensionIncorrect	belt	tension	can	also	cause	the	belt	to	come	off.	If	the	belt
is	too	loose,	it	may	slip	or	wear	out	prematurely,	while	if	its	too	tight,	it	may	cause	the	mower	to	overheat	or	even	break.	To	ensure	the	correct	belt	tension,	consult	your	mowers	manual	or	use	a	belt	tension	gauge.How	to	Check	Belt	TensionTo	check	the	belt	tension,	follow	these	steps:Locate	the	belt	tensioner	on	your	mowerCheck	the	manufacturers
recommended	belt	tensionUse	a	belt	tension	gauge	to	measure	the	current	belt	tensionAdjust	the	tensioner	according	to	the	manufacturers	instructionsBelt	MisalignmentBelt	misalignment	can	cause	the	belt	to	come	off.	If	the	belt	is	not	properly	aligned	with	the	pulleys,	it	may	slip	or	wear	out	prematurely.	To	fix	this	issue,	youll	need	to	realign	the
belt	or	replace	it	if	its	damaged.	(See	Also:	How	Long	Do	Robot	Lawn	Mowers	Last?	Average	Lifespan	Revealed)Signs	of	Belt	MisalignmentLook	out	for	the	following	signs	to	determine	if	your	belt	is	misaligned:Visible	signs	of	wear	or	damage	on	the	beltBelt	slipping	or	vibrating	while	in	useIncreased	noise	from	the	mowerBelt	coming	off	while
mowingWorn	or	Damaged	BeltA	worn	or	damaged	belt	can	cause	the	belt	to	come	off.	If	the	belt	is	old	or	has	been	damaged,	it	may	not	be	able	to	withstand	the	stresses	of	mowing,	leading	to	it	coming	off.	To	fix	this	issue,	youll	need	to	replace	the	belt	with	a	new	one.Signs	of	a	Worn	or	Damaged	BeltLook	out	for	the	following	signs	to	determine	if
your	belt	is	worn	or	damaged:Visible	signs	of	wear	or	damage	on	the	beltBelt	slipping	or	vibrating	while	in	useIncreased	noise	from	the	mowerBelt	coming	off	while	mowingPrevention	is	KeyPreventing	the	lawn	mower	belt	from	coming	off	is	easier	than	fixing	it	after	its	happened.	Here	are	some	tips	to	help	you	prevent	the	belt	from	coming
off:Regular	MaintenanceRegular	maintenance	is	essential	to	prevent	the	belt	from	coming	off.	Check	the	belt	tension	regularly	and	adjust	it	according	to	the	manufacturers	instructions.	Also,	inspect	the	belt	for	signs	of	wear	or	damage	and	replace	it	if	necessary.Benefits	of	Regular	MaintenanceThe	benefits	of	regular	maintenance	include:	(See	Also:
Why	Is	My	Murray	Lawn	Mower	Not	Starting?	Troubleshooting	Tips)Prevents	the	belt	from	coming	offReduces	the	risk	of	mower	breakdownIncreases	the	lifespan	of	the	mowerImproves	the	overall	performance	of	the	mowerProper	Belt	InstallationProper	belt	installation	is	crucial	to	prevent	the	belt	from	coming	off.	Make	sure	to	follow	the
manufacturers	instructions	for	installing	the	belt,	and	ensure	its	properly	aligned	with	the	pulleys.Benefits	of	Proper	Belt	InstallationThe	benefits	of	proper	belt	installation	include:Prevents	the	belt	from	coming	offReduces	the	risk	of	mower	breakdownIncreases	the	lifespan	of	the	mowerImproves	the	overall	performance	of	the	mowerConclusionThe
lawn	mower	belt	is	a	critical	component	of	the	machine,	and	when	it	comes	off,	it	can	cause	significant	problems.	By	understanding	the	causes	of	a	lawn	mower	belt	coming	off	and	taking	preventative	measures,	you	can	ensure	your	mower	runs	smoothly	and	efficiently.	Remember	to	check	the	belt	tension	regularly,	inspect	the	belt	for	signs	of	wear
or	damage,	and	replace	it	if	necessary.	With	proper	maintenance	and	installation,	you	can	enjoy	a	hassle-free	mowing	experience.RecapHeres	a	recap	of	the	key	points	discussed	in	this	article:Causes	of	a	lawn	mower	belt	coming	offLoose	or	damaged	belt	tensionerIncorrect	belt	tensionBelt	misalignmentWorn	or	damaged	beltPrevention	is	keyRegular
maintenanceProper	belt	installationFrequently	Asked	Questions	(FAQs)Q:	Why	does	my	lawn	mower	belt	keep	coming	off?A:	The	lawn	mower	belt	can	come	off	due	to	various	reasons,	including	loose	or	damaged	belt	tensioner,	incorrect	belt	tension,	belt	misalignment,	and	worn	or	damaged	belt.Q:	How	do	I	check	the	belt	tension	on	my	lawn	mower?
A:	To	check	the	belt	tension,	locate	the	belt	tensioner	on	your	mower,	check	the	manufacturers	recommended	belt	tension,	use	a	belt	tension	gauge	to	measure	the	current	belt	tension,	and	adjust	the	tensioner	according	to	the	manufacturers	instructions.	(See	Also:	Why	Is	My	Lawn	Mower	Pull	String	Stuck?	Easy	Solutions)Q:	What	are	the	signs	of	a
worn	or	damaged	belt?A:	The	signs	of	a	worn	or	damaged	belt	include	visible	signs	of	wear	or	damage	on	the	belt,	belt	slipping	or	vibrating	while	in	use,	increased	noise	from	the	mower,	and	belt	coming	off	while	mowing.Q:	How	often	should	I	replace	my	lawn	mower	belt?A:	The	frequency	of	replacing	your	lawn	mower	belt	depends	on	the	usage	and
condition	of	the	belt.	As	a	general	rule,	replace	the	belt	every	2-3	years	or	when	it	shows	signs	of	wear	or	damage.Q:	Can	I	use	a	different	type	of	belt	on	my	lawn	mower?A:	No,	its	not	recommended	to	use	a	different	type	of	belt	on	your	lawn	mower.	Using	a	different	type	of	belt	can	cause	the	mower	to	malfunction	or	even	break.	Always	use	the
recommended	belt	type	and	size	specified	by	the	manufacturer.	Home	Blog	Lawn	Mowers	Your	Belt	Keeps	Coming	Off	Your	Riding	Mower:	Fixed!	Having	your	belt	continue	to	come	off	your	mower	is	frustrating	especially	when	reinstalling	a	belt	isnt	always	a	quick	process.	After	youve	reattached	it	a	time	or	two,	its	time	to	figure	out	the	real	reason
your	belt	falls	off	so	you	need	longer	have	to	keep	messing	around	with	it	and	can	get	back	to	mowing.	A	riding	mower	belt	can	come	off	your	mower	when	brackets,	belt	keepers,	or	idler	springs	are	worn	or	damaged;	your	bearings	are	bad	in	your	pulleys	or	spindle	housings,	or	debris	is	interfering	with	the	tension	of	your	deck	belt.	Ill	go	through	the
different	items	to	inspect	on	your	mower	deck	to	identify	the	reason	your	belt	keeps	falling	off.	You	will	be	able	to	repair	your	problem	and	not	have	to	keep	reinstalling	your	belt.	This	post	may	include	affiliate	links.	Purchases	made	through	these	links	may	provide	a	commission	for	us,	at	no	extra	cost	to	you.	As	an	Amazon	Associate,	we	earn	from
qualifying	purchases.	Follow	all	safety	instructions	provided	in	your	equipment	operators	manual	before	diagnosing,	repairing,	or	operating.	Consult	a	professional	if	you	dont	have	the	skills,	or	knowledge	or	are	not	in	the	condition	to	perform	the	repair	safely.	Your	mower	belt	will	wear	from	normal	use.	This	wearing	can	cause	your	belt	to	become
stretched	and	loose	causing	it	to	come	off	your	riding	mower.	When	your	belt	becomes	worn	or	has	cracks	or	a	glazed	shiny	appearance,	it	is	time	to	replace	your	belt.	Many	riding	mowers	use	belt	keepers	to	assist	with	keeping	the	mower	belt	in	place.	This	is	a	rod	that	sits	between	1/8	to	1/4	away	from	the	pulley.	The	belt	doesnt	sit	against	the	belt
keeper.	The	keep	just	prevents	the	belt	from	coming	out	of	place	and	slipping	off	the	pulleys.	Your	rod	keepers	can	bend	when	a	belt	hits	a	keeper	because	of	slack	in	the	belt.	This	can	allow	your	riding	mower	belt	to	come	off	the	pulleys.	Look	for	any	damage	to	the	belt	keepers	and	adjust	the	keepers	to	the	correct	positions.	You	may	need	to	use	a
hammer	or	other	tool	to	straighten	the	keepers.	If	this	doesnt	work,	youll	have	to	replace	them	with	new	belt	keepers.	Rubbing	your	belts	around	brackets	on	your	riding	mower	deck	can	cause	your	belt	to	shred.	Another	reason	your	belt	can	shred	is	when	it	is	not	installed	correctly	around	your	pulleys.	First,	youll	want	to	make	sure	your	belt	is
routed	correctly.	There	may	be	a	diagram	decal	on	your	mower	showing	you	how	the	deck	belt	needs	to	be	routed.	If	you	cant	find	a	decal,	refer	to	the	diagram	in	your	owners	manual.	Next,	if	your	belt	is	routed	correctly,	you	need	to	find	a	bracket	that	is	out	of	place.	Look	for	a	bracket	that	is	smooth	and	shiny	from	the	belt	rubbing	against	it.	Once
you	identify	the	bracket	that	is	causing	your	belt	to	shred,	adjust	it	so	it	no	longer	rubs.	If	your	bracket	has	a	bushing	in	it,	you	may	be	able	to	replace	the	bushing	or	you	may	have	to	buy	and	replace	the	whole	bracket	assembly.	Take	time	to	find	what	is	causing	your	belt	to	shred	so	you	dont	continue	to	go	through	multiple	belts.	Riding	mower	deck
belts	are	pretty	expensive	and	can	run	between	$80	and	$250	for	a	good	OEM	belt.	Solving	this	problem	will	keep	you	from	spending	more	money.	A	damaged	or	worn	bearing	in	your	pulleys	and	spindles	can	cause	your	riding	mower	belt	to	keep	coming	off.	Check	the	bearings	in	your	pulleys	and	spindle	housings	for	wearing.	To	check	the	bearings
in	your	pulleys,	youll	want	to	slowly	spin	each	pulley	and	feel	for	a	restriction.	In	addition	to	the	restriction,	listen	for	bearing	noise	as	you	turn	each	pulley.	When	you	feel	a	restriction,	hear	bearing	noise,	or	notice	the	pulley	isnt	sitting	flat	and	parallel	to	the	deck,	you	need	to	replace	your	riding	mower	pulley.	The	other	area	you	can	experience
bearing	failure	that	can	cause	your	belt	to	fall	off	is	in	the	spindle	housing.	To	check	this,	put	on	a	good	pair	of	work	gloves	and	grab	a	hold	of	each	end	of	the	mower	blade.	Rock	the	blade	up	and	down.	Youre	checking	for	movement	in	the	blade	or	a	knocking	sound	indicating	a	bad	bearing.	When	you	feel	this,	remove	the	spindle	housing,	inspect	the
bearing,	and	replace	it	with	a	new	bearing	if	you	find	its	bad.	Some	riding	mowers	manufacturers	will	not	sell	only	the	bearing	and	you	will	be	required	to	purchase	the	whole	spindle	housing	assembly.	Repeat	this	procedure	to	check	each	spindle	housing	in	your	deck.	Your	riding	mower	deck	has	a	tensioner	bracket	and	spring	that	holds	the	idler
pulley	in	line.	Usually,	youll	find	a	pulley	on	one	side	of	the	bracket	and	a	spring	on	the	other	side.	The	spring	or	the	hole	in	the	bracket,	that	the	spring	attaches	to,	can	become	worn.	This	can	cause	vibration	in	your	mower	deck	or	wont	hold	proper	tension	causing	your	riding	mower	belt	to	come	off	your	deck.	Youll	need	to	replace	the	bracket	or	the
spring	if	they	break	or	become	worn.	The	belt	on	your	riding	mower	must	have	the	proper	tension	to	keep	your	belt	from	falling	off	your	mower	deck.	Debris	can	interfere	with	this	tension	when	it	gets	stuck	under	your	tensioner	or	collects	so	your	tensioner	is	unable	to	move.	Keep	your	mower	deck	clean	of	debris	by	cleaning	it	off	after	each	mowing.
Not	only	do	you	want	to	keep	it	clean	so	your	mower	deck	belt	operates	correctly,	but	you	also	need	to	do	this	for	your	safety.	Dry	debris	that	collects	on	your	riding	mower	deck	can	catch	on	fire	when	heat	is	created	with	friction	from	the	belt.	Check	out	my	articles,	How	to	Clean	Your	Lawn	Mower	for	Best	Performance	and	How	to	Find	&	Prevent
Substantial	Lawn	Mower	Deck	Problems	to	learn	more	on	how	to	keep	your	mower	clean	and	in	good	condition	to	extend	your	mowers	lifespan.	Debris	can	also	build	up	in	the	grooves	of	your	pulley	which	causes	stress	on	your	mower	belt	when	it	needs	to	stretch	around	additional	material.	Your	riding	mower	belt	can	come	off	or	snap.	Check	for	mud
and	debris	buildup	in	your	pulleys.	Clean	them	so	your	belt	sits	in	the	groves	correctly.	Rust	buildup	on	your	deck	and	from	your	pulleys	can	collect	on	your	belt	causing	it	to	become	dry,	and	more	prone	to	cracking	and	coming	off	your	riding	mower.	Oil	buildup	from	an	oil	leak	that	dripped	onto	your	deck	can	cause	your	belt	to	slip	around	the	pulleys



and	come	off	as	well.	Repair	the	oil	leak	or	remove	the	rust	around	your	pulleys.	If	your	pulleys	have	a	lot	of	rust	on	them,	replace	your	pulleys.	Once	these	items	are	taken	care	of,	you	must	install	a	new	riding	mower	deck	belt.	Riding	mower	deck	belts	can	be	pricey	so	the	longer	you	can	make	them	last,	the	better.	Here	are	a	few	items	that	can
extend	the	life	of	your	riding	lawn	mower	belt	to	keep	it	from	prematurely	wearing	or	breaking	and	coming	off	your	mower:	Clean	your	mower	deck	after	each	mowing	to	remove	debris	Check	for	rubbing	on	deck	components	Keep	oil	and	rust	from	forming	on	your	belt	Periodically	check	your	pulleys	and	spindle	housings	for	bearing	failure	Fix	or
replace	any	damaged	brackets	or	belt	keepers	Maintaining	a	tidy	lawn	is	often	a	cornerstone	of	home	ownership.	A	well-kept	yard	not	only	enhances	your	homes	curb	appeal	but	also	provides	a	welcoming	atmosphere	for	family	and	friends.	For	many	homeowners,	a	reliable	lawn	mower	is	crucial	in	keeping	that	greenery	in	check.	However,	one	of	the
most	frustrating	issues	that	can	arise	during	a	mowing	session	is	the	belt	frequently	coming	off	your	lawn	mower.	This	issue	can	significantly	hinder	your	efforts	and	lead	to	unnecessary	downtime.	In	this	comprehensive	guide,	we	will	explore	the	causes	of	this	problem,	how	to	properly	diagnose	the	issue,	and	effective	solutions	to	keep	your	mower
running	smoothly.	Understanding	the	Function	of	the	Lawn	Mower	BeltBefore	diving	into	why	your	belt	keeps	coming	off,	its	essential	to	understand	its	role	in	the	machinery	of	your	lawn	mower.	The	belt	is	an	integral	component	responsible	for	transferring	power	from	the	engine	to	the	mowers	cutting	blades.	When	operating	optimally,	the	belt
functions	seamlessly,	allowing	for	efficient	mowing.Key	functions	of	the	lawn	mower	belt	include:Power	Transfer:	The	belt	connects	the	engine	to	the	blades,	ensuring	that	power	is	delivered	where	its	needed.Speed	Control:	A	properly	functioning	belt	adjusts	the	speed	of	the	blades	based	on	the	mowers	speed	settings.Durability:	The	belt	is	designed
to	withstand	significant	wear	and	tear	but	cant	last	forever.Recognizing	the	importance	of	the	belt	will	help	you	appreciate	why	its	essential	to	identify	and	resolve	any	issues	quickly.Common	Reasons	for	Belt	DisengagementA	lawn	mower	belt	may	come	off	for	various	reasons.	Identifying	the	specific	cause	can	save	you	time,	money,	and	frustration.
Below,	well	examine	some	common	reasons	why	your	lawn	mower	belt	may	be	failing:1.	Belt	Wear	and	TearLike	any	mechanical	component,	the	lawn	mower	belt	undergoes	wear	and	tear	over	time.	The	following	factors	can	contribute	to	its	deterioration:Heat	and	Friction:	Continuous	operation	can	generate	heat,	leading	to	belt	stretching	and
fraying.Environmental	Factors:	Exposure	to	dirt,	grass,	and	moisture	can	affect	the	integrity	of	the	belt.If	the	belt	is	worn	out,	it	may	no	longer	fit	securely	in	place,	leading	to	disengagement.2.	Improper	InstallationIf	the	belt	was	recently	replaced,	improper	installation	could	be	to	blame.	The	belt	must	be	fitted	according	to	the	mowers	specifications.
This	involves	ensuring	that	it	is	looped	correctly	through	all	pulleys	and	tensioners.3.	Misaligned	PulleysMowers	operate	with	a	series	of	pulleys	to	facilitate	belt	movement.	If	these	pulleys	become	misaligned,	they	can	cause	uneven	tension	on	the	belt,	resulting	in	slippage	or	complete	disengagement.	Misalignment	may	occur	due	to:Wear	Over	Time:
Regular	use	can	lead	to	the	gradual	shifting	of	parts.Damage	from	Debris:	Rocks,	branches,	or	other	lawn	debris	can	affect	the	alignment	of	pulleys.4.	Tension	ProblemsA	belt	that	is	too	loose	wont	grip	the	pulleys	correctly,	and	if	its	too	tight,	it	can	cause	excessive	wear.	Therefore,	maintaining	the	correct	tension	is	crucial	for	optimal	performance.
Factors	affecting	tension	include:Tensioner	Wear:	The	spring	that	maintains	tension	may	become	weak	over	time.Belt	Stretching:	A	new	belt	may	be	too	tight	initially,	but	it	can	stretch	with	use,	affecting	its	performance.5.	Additional	Mechanical	IssuesSometimes	the	problem	lies	beyond	the	belt	itself.	Other	components	of	the	lawn	mower	can	also
affect	belt	performance,	including:Worn	Bearings:	If	the	bearings	that	support	the	pulleys	are	worn,	they	can	create	drag	and	lead	to	belt	issues.Damaged	Blades:	If	blades	are	excessively	dull	or	improperly	attached,	they	might	cause	resistance,	affecting	how	the	belt	works.How	to	Diagnose	the	ProblemDiagnosing	why	a	lawn	mower	belt	keeps
coming	off	involves	a	systematic	approach.	Heres	how	to	get	started:Step	1:	Inspect	the	BeltCheck	the	belt	for	any	visible	signs	of	wear,	such	as	cracks,	frays,	or	stretched	areas.	If	you	identify	damage,	its	time	for	a	replacement.Step	2:	Check	the	PulleysExamine	the	pulleys	for	any	signs	of	misalignment	or	damage.	Look	for	uneven	wear	patterns	on
the	pulleys	themselves	which	may	indicate	an	issue	with	alignment.Step	3:	Evaluate	TensionWith	the	mower	off,	you	can	manually	inspect	the	tensioner.	If	it	feels	loose,	this	may	be	the	reason	the	belt	keeps	coming	off.Step	4:	Examine	Other	ComponentsCheck	other	mechanical	parts,	such	as	bearings	and	blades,	for	any	sign	of	damage	or	wear.	This
can	help	pinpoint	if	the	problem	lies	elsewhere.Solutions	to	Keep	Your	Belt	in	PlaceOnce	youve	identified	the	cause	of	the	belt	disengagement,	taking	appropriate	actions	can	help	remedy	the	issue.	Below	are	some	effective	solutions:1.	Replace	the	BeltIf	the	belt	exhibits	significant	wear	or	damage,	replacing	it	should	be	the	first	step.	Buying	an	OEM
(original	equipment	manufacturer)	part	will	ensure	compatibility	and	longevity.2.	Realign	the	PulleysIf	misalignment	is	the	problem,	follow	the	manufacturers	guidelines	to	readjust	the	pulleys.	It	may	involve	loosening	bolts,	realigning	the	pulleys,	and	retightening	the	bolts.3.	Adjust	TensionMake	sure	the	tensioner	is	operating	correctly	and	adjust	as
necessary.	If	it	appears	worn,	consider	replacing	the	tension	spring.4.	Perform	Maintenance	on	Other	ComponentsRegularly	inspect	and	maintain	other	mechanical	parts,	such	as	the	blades	and	bearings.	Keeping	these	components	in	good	condition	will	contribute	to	the	overall	performance	of	your	mower.5.	Consult	a	ProfessionalIf	youre
uncomfortable	performing	these	checks	and	repairs	on	your	own,	its	wise	to	consult	a	professional.	Mower	technicians	are	equipped	to	diagnose	and	fix	issues	quickly	and	efficiently.Preventative	Measures	for	Future	IssuesTaking	steps	to	prevent	future	problems	will	save	you	time	and	effort.	Here	are	some	useful	tips:1.	Regular	InspectionsConduct
routine	inspections	of	your	lawn	mowers	belt,	pulleys,	and	related	components.	Address	issues	early	and	prevent	major	breakdowns.2.	Clean	the	Mower	after	UseRemove	debris	and	cut	grass	that	may	accumulate	throughout	the	mowing	season.	Cleaning	can	prevent	the	buildup	that	can	affect	the	belt	and	other	components.3.	Adhere	to	the
Manufacturers	Timing	RecommendationsFollow	the	manufacturers	guidelines	for	service	intervals.	Regular	maintenance	will	keep	your	mower	in	top	condition.ConclusionA	lawn	mower	with	a	belt	that	keeps	disengaging	can	be	a	significant	inconvenience,	but	understanding	the	causes	can	help	you	effectively	troubleshoot	and	correct	the	issue.	By
regularly	inspecting	your	mower	and	taking	proactive	measures,	youll	not	only	extend	the	life	of	your	equipment	but	also	enjoy	more	consistent	mowing	experiences.	With	the	right	maintenance	and	care,	your	mower	will	be	ready	to	tackle	your	yard,	and	you	can	keep	your	lawn	looking	pristine.	Remember,	a	well-maintained	mower	saves	you	time,
enhances	productivity,	and	ensures	your	beautiful	lawn	remains	the	talk	of	the	neighborhood.What	are	the	common	reasons	for	a	lawn	mower	belt	coming	off?A	lawn	mower	belt	can	come	off	for	several	reasons.	One	of	the	most	common	causes	is	wear	and	tear	on	the	belt	itself.	Over	time,	belts	can	become	frayed,	stretched,	or	cracked,	which	can
disrupt	their	fit	and	make	them	more	likely	to	slip	off.	Another	common	issue	is	misalignment	of	the	pulleys,	which	can	happen	due	to	improper	adjustment	or	damage.	If	the	pulleys	are	not	positioned	correctly,	it	can	create	tension	inconsistencies	that	result	in	the	belt	coming	off	during	operation.	Additionally,	debris	accumulation	around	the	pulleys
or	the	deck	can	impact	the	belts	performance.	Grass	clippings,	dirt,	stones,	or	other	foreign	objects	can	become	lodged	in	the	mower,	causing	the	belt	to	be	forced	off	the	pulleys.	Regular	maintenance,	including	cleaning	the	mower	deck	and	checking	the	condition	of	the	belt	and	pulleys,	is	essential	in	preventing	these	issues	from	occurring.How	can	I
tell	if	my	lawn	mower	belt	is	worn	out?You	can	identify	a	worn-out	lawn	mower	belt	by	examining	its	physical	condition.	Look	for	signs	of	cracking,	fraying,	or	significant	wear	on	the	edges	of	the	belt.	If	the	belt	is	noticeably	stretched	or	does	not	remain	taut	when	installed,	these	are	indicators	that	it	may	need	to	be	replaced.	A	belt	that	appears	shiny
or	has	a	glaze	can	also	be	a	sign	of	excessive	heat	build-up	and	reduced	effectiveness.	Another	indicator	of	a	worn	lawn	mower	belt	is	if	you	start	to	notice	performance	issues,	such	as	decreased	cutting	power	or	the	belt	slipping	off	frequently.	If	the	mower	is	not	engaging	the	blades	properly	or	if	you	hear	squealing	noises	during	operation,	these
could	also	suggest	that	the	belt	has	deteriorated	and	needs	immediate	attention	or	replacement.	Regular	inspection	and	maintenance	can	help	catch	these	signs	early	on.Can	a	loose	belt	cause	the	lawn	mower	to	stop	working?Yes,	a	loose	belt	can	definitely	cause	your	lawn	mower	to	stop	working	effectively.	A	belt	that	is	not	tight	enough	may	slip
during	operation,	preventing	the	mower	blades	from	engaging	properly.	This	means	that	even	if	the	engine	is	running,	the	cutting	blades	may	not	spin	fast	enough	to	cut	grass,	leading	to	uneven	cutting	or	a	complete	failure	of	the	mower	to	function.	As	a	result,	you	could	find	yourself	frustrated	during	mowing	sessions,	as	the	mower	may	not	perform
the	task	as	expected.In	some	cases,	a	loose	belt	can	also	lead	to	further	damage	by	causing	undue	stress	on	the	pulleys	and	other	components	of	the	mower.	If	these	parts	are	subjected	to	repeated	slipping	or	misalignment,	it	can	cause	them	to	wear	down	more	quickly	than	normal.	Therefore,	it	is	important	to	regularly	check	the	tension	of	your	lawn
mower	belt	and	make	any	necessary	adjustments	or	replacements	to	ensure	optimal	performance	and	longevity	of	your	equipment.What	should	I	do	if	my	lawn	mower	belt	keeps	coming	off?If	your	lawn	mower	belt	keeps	coming	off,	the	first	step	is	to	identify	the	root	cause	of	the	problem.	Begin	by	inspecting	the	belt	for	any	signs	of	wear	or	damage.
If	you	find	that	the	belt	is	frayed,	cracked,	or	stretched,	replacing	it	might	be	necessary.	Next,	check	the	alignment	of	the	pulleys	to	ensure	they	are	positioned	correctly.	Misaligned	pulleys	can	lead	to	uneven	tension	on	the	belt,	causing	it	to	slip	off	during	operation.	Additionally,	cleaning	the	mower	deck	and	inspecting	for	any	debris	build-up	around
the	pulleys	can	also	help	in	resolving	this	issue.	Ensuring	that	the	mower	is	properly	maintained	not	only	addresses	the	immediate	problem	but	can	also	prevent	future	occurrences.	If	difficulties	persist	despite	these	measures,	consulting	the	user	manual	or	a	professional	may	be	helpful	in	diagnosing	and	fixing	any	underlying	issues.How	do	I	properly
install	a	lawn	mower	belt?Installing	a	lawn	mower	belt	properly	is	crucial	for	maintaining	optimal	performance.	Start	by	turning	off	the	mower	and	disconnecting	the	spark	plug	for	safety.	Then,	locate	the	belt	routing	diagram,	usually	found	on	the	mower	deck	or	in	the	user	manual,	to	provide	a	clear	guide	on	the	correct	belt	path.	Remove	the	old	belt
if	you	are	replacing	it,	and	ensure	that	all	the	pulleys	and	components	are	clean	and	free	from	debris	before	installing	the	new	belt.	When	placing	the	new	belt,	make	sure	it	is	positioned	correctly	around	all	the	pulleys	and	that	it	has	the	right	tension.	You	may	need	to	adjust	the	tensioning	mechanism	or	the	position	of	the	tensioner	pulley	to	ensure	a
snug	fit.	Once	the	belt	is	installed,	reconnect	any	components,	including	the	spark	plug,	and	test	the	mower	to	ensure	everything	is	working	smoothly	before	resuming	to	mow	your	lawn.When	should	I	seek	professional	help	with	lawn	mower	issues?If	you	find	yourself	continually	facing	issues	with	your	lawn	mower,	such	as	the	belt	repeatedly	coming
off	despite	your	attempts	to	fix	it,	it	may	be	time	to	seek	professional	help.	If	basic	troubleshooting,	such	as	checking	for	alignment	or	replacing	the	belt,	does	not	resolve	the	problem,	it	suggests	that	there	may	be	more	significant	underlying	issues	that	require	expert	analysis.	A	professional	technician	can	perform	a	thorough	inspection	and	identify
problems	that	may	not	be	apparent	to	the	average	user.	Additionally,	if	you	notice	unusual	sounds,	smells,	or	performance	inconsistencies	that	you	are	unable	to	diagnose,	its	best	to	consult	a	professional.	Attempting	to	fix	complex	problems	without	the	proper	knowledge	and	tools	can	lead	to	further	damage	or	safety	risks.	Dont	hesitate	to	reach	out
to	qualified	technicians,	as	they	have	the	expertise	and	experience	needed	to	handle	lawn	mower	repairs	effectively	and	efficiently.	One	of	the	biggest	pet	peeves	of	anyone	that	owns	a	riding	mower	is	the	deck	belt	coming	off.Its	not	usually	a	big	problem	when	it	slips	off,	and	is	easy	enough	to	put	back	on	most	of	the	time.	But	if	you	notice	that	your
mower	deck	belt	keeps	coming	off,	you	need	to	start	asking	why?Because	if	you	dont,	youre	going	to	keep	finding	yourself	on	your	hands	and	knees,	and	thatll	get	old	quickly.Why	Your	Mower	Deck	Belt	Keeps	Coming	OffThere	are	lots	of	potential	reasons	for	a	mower	deck	belt	that	keeps	coming	off.	It	might	be	that	the	belt	is	damaged	or	worn,	the
belt	could	have	stretched,	one	or	more	belt	keepers	could	be	bent	out	of	place	or	there	could	be	a	damaged	pulley	or	pulley	bracket.Our	Checklist	to	Diagnose	Why	a	Deck	Belt	Repeatedly	Comes	OffTo	get	to	the	bottom	of	a	deck	belt	that	repeatedly	comes	off,	youll	need	to	set	aside	some	time	to	take	a	closer	look	at	all	of	the	components	that	come
into	contact	with	the	belt.There	will	be	some	sort	of	problem	with	at	least	one	of	them	or	with	the	belt	itself.	They	dont	just	come	off	for	no	reason.Run	through	the	checklist	until	you	find	out	the	cause.	Good	luck!Belt	is	Worn/DamagedThis	is	personally	one	that	Ive	heard	of	quite	a	lot.	I	have	a	few	buddies	that	run	landscaping	services	and	when	the
deck	belt	starts	to	really	wear,	youll	find	it	comes	off	more	and	more.Thats	because	the	belt	becomes	thinner	in	these	worn	spots,	which	is	how	it	slips	off.Solution:	Your	only	solution	in	this	situation	is	going	to	be	to	replace	the	deck	belt,	as	its	not	possible	to	repair	these	worn	spots.Whatever	you	do,	dont	get	a	cheap	aftermarket	replacement	though,
as	they	often	wear	super	quickly	always	go	with	an	OEM	belt.Ive	also	heard	very	good	things	about	belts	containing	kevlar	fibers,	so	that	might	be	worth	checking	out.Belt	Has	StretchedIf	you	cant	see	any	visible	damage	or	worn	spots	on	your	belt,	but	you	have	been	using	the	belt	for	a	considerable	amount	of	time,	its	possible	it	may	have
stretched.Do	lawn	mower	belts	stretch??	is	most	peoples	response	to	this	suggestion.	But	they	can	and	do.And	if	this	is	the	case	it	could	explain	why	your	mower	deck	belt	keeps	coming	off,	as	its	now	too	big.	Even	if	just	fractionally	too	big,	the	belt	will	work	its	way	off.Solution:	Like	with	the	last	issue,	theres	no	way	to	reverse	a	stretched	lawn
mower	belt,	so	your	only	option	is	going	to	be	to	source	a	replacement.Wrong	Belt	InstalledDid	you	replace	the	belt	yourself	the	last	time	that	it	broke?	If	so,	are	you	100%	sure	that	you	bought	the	right	belt?There	are	tons	of	different	deck	belts	available	and	if	you	order	online	its	very	easy	to	make	a	mistake.If	you	ordered	a	belt	that	isnt	the	exact
right	belt	for	your	lawn	mower	model,	it	could	be	too	big,	which	is	why	it	keeps	coming	off.Itll	usually	be	obvious	if	this	is	the	problem,	as	youll	start	having	this	problem	right	after	changing	the	belt.Solution:	If	you	bought	the	wrong	belt,	you	need	to	get	the	right	belt	on	order	and	fit	it.	Paying	out	for	belts	twice	is	annoying,	but	at	least	itll	stop
coming	off.Belt	Keeper	is	BentIf	you	take	a	look	at	the	deck,	youll	notice	that	alongside	the	pulleys	you	have	some	pins.	These	are	belt	keepers	and	are	designed	to	keep	the	belt	in	place,	on	the	pulley.If	one	or	more	of	these	should	become	bent,	the	belt	will	have	a	gap	to	go	through.Its	quite	common	that	when	theres	a	bent	belt	keeper,	the	deck	belt
comes	off	when	lowering	and	raising	the	deck.Solution:	Check	each	of	the	belt	keepers	to	see	whether	they	have	been	bent	out	of	shape	and	adjust	any	that	are	not	in	the	right	place.Be	careful	not	to	push	them	too	close	to	the	pulleys	though	as	this	will	prevent	them	from	spinning	freely.Pulleys	that	are	Bent	or	DamagedEach	of	the	pulleys	that	the
deck	belt	runs	around	should	be	level	and	spin	freely.These	pulleys	do	occasionally	get	damaged	through	use,	and	should	they	no	longer	run	level,	it	can	result	in	the	belt	slipping	off	the	pulley	during	operation.To	check	this	youre	going	to	need	to	remove	the	belt	completely,	then	check	each	pulley	individually.Does	it	spin	freely?	Is	it	spinning	level?
If	you	find	one	that	isnt,	that	could	be	the	problem.Solution:	You	can	try	to	bend	them	back	into	place	with	a	bit	of	force	(and	maybe	a	hammer).	Often	its	the	bracket	that	bends.In	the	worst-case	scenario,	you	may	need	to	replace	the	pulley.Split	Plate/Bracket	Below	PulleysWhen	your	mower	deck	belt	keeps	coming	off,	most	of	the	focus	gets	put	on
the	belt	itself,	the	pulleys	and	the	pulley	keepers.	These	are	the	primary	suspects	and	should	be	the	things	you	check	first.If	you	see	nothing	wrong	with	them,	look	closely	at	the	pulley	bracket	and	the	plate	it	is	attached	to.Sometimes	these	things	can	split,	and	when	the	mower	is	in	use,	that	extra	give	can	cause	the	pulley	to	move	and	the	belt	to	slip
off.Solution:	A	split	plate	would	need	to	be	welded	and	a	bracket	either	repaired	or	replaced	to	fix	this	issue.Plan	of	Action	(Quick	Summary)If	your	mower	deck	belt	keeps	coming	off	its	a	pain	in	the	butt.	It	gets	old	very	quickly.If	this	is	the	situation	youre	in,	take	the	deck	covers	off	and	position	your	mower	so	you	can	get	a	good	look	at	the	belt	and
pulleys.And	then	ask	yourself	these	questions.Is	the	belt	especially	worn	in	certain	places?Have	you	recently	fitted	a	new	belt?	If	so,	are	you	sure	it	was	the	right	one?Do	any	of	the	belt	keepers	appear	to	be	bent	out	of	place?Are	the	pulleys	all	spinning	freely	and	level?Do	you	see	any	damage	to	the	brackets/plates	the	pulleys	are	attached	to?Is	your
deck	belt	old?	If	so,	do	you	think	it	could	have	stretched?How	tight	should	your	mowers	deck	belt	be?	Is	it	tight	enough?	Have	a	look	in	your	manual.If	you	run	through	this	checklist,	you	should	find	out	why	the	belt	keeps	coming	off.	Once	you	put	it	right,	you	can	get	back	to	what	matters	the	most	cutting	your	grass!	A	well-maintained	lawn	is	the
pride	of	any	homeowner,	and	a	functioning	lawn	mower	is	essential	to	achieving	that	pristine	look.	However,	theres	nothing	more	frustrating	than	spending	your	weekend	mowing	only	to	have	the	belt	keep	coming	off.	This	can	be	a	recurring	problem,	disrupting	your	workflow	and	leaving	you	wondering	whats	causing	the	issue.Why	Does	My	Lawn
Mower	Belt	Keep	Coming	Off?Understanding	why	your	lawn	mower	belt	keeps	coming	off	is	crucial	for	resolving	the	problem	and	preventing	future	occurrences.	A	loose	or	misaligned	belt	is	often	the	culprit,	but	other	factors	can	contribute	to	this	annoying	issue.	This	overview	will	delve	into	the	common	causes	of	belt	slippage	and	provide	helpful
tips	for	keeping	your	lawn	mower	running	smoothly.Common	Causes	of	Belt	SlippageLoose	BeltMisaligned	BeltWorn	or	Damaged	BeltImproper	TensionWorn	or	Damaged	Pulley##	Why	Does	My	Lawn	Mower	Belt	Keep	Coming	Off?A	frustrating	experience	for	any	homeowner	is	a	lawnmower	belt	that	keeps	coming	off.	It	disrupts	your	mowing
schedule	and	can	leave	you	wondering	whats	causing	the	issue.	Understanding	the	reasons	behind	a	slipping	or	dislodged	belt	can	save	you	time,	money,	and	a	lot	of	frustration.	This	article	will	delve	into	the	common	culprits	behind	a	persistent	belt	problem,	providing	you	with	the	knowledge	to	diagnose	and	fix	the	issue	yourself.Common	Causes	of	a
Lawn	Mower	Belt	Coming	OffThere	are	several	reasons	why	your	lawnmower	belt	might	be	constantly	coming	off.	Here	are	some	of	the	most	frequent	causes:1.	Belt	Wear	and	TearOver	time,	lawnmower	belts	naturally	wear	down.The	constant	friction	and	flexing	take	a	toll,	causing	the	belt	to	become	brittle,	cracked,	or	stretched.	A	worn-out	belt
loses	its	grip	on	the	pulleys,	leading	to	slippage	and	disengagement.2.	Misalignment	of	PulleysThe	pulleys	on	your	lawnmower	are	responsible	for	driving	the	belt.	If	these	pulleys	are	misaligned,	the	belt	will	not	track	properly,	causing	it	to	ride	off.Misalignment	can	occur	due	to	loose	mounting	bolts,	bent	or	damaged	pulleys,	or	even	the	deck	being
out	of	level.3.	Worn	or	Damaged	Idler	PulleyThe	idler	pulley	helps	maintain	tension	on	the	belt.	If	this	pulley	is	worn,	damaged,	or	seized,	it	can	no	longer	properly	adjust	the	belt	tension,	leading	to	slippage	and	disengagement.	(See	Also:	How	To	Disconnect	Spark	Plug	Lawn	Mower)4.	Loose	Belt	TensionInsufficient	belt	tension	is	a	common	cause	of
belt	problems.A	loose	belt	will	not	grip	the	pulleys	effectively,	causing	it	to	slip	and	come	off.5.	Debris	and	Grass	Build-upGrass	clippings,	dirt,	and	other	debris	can	accumulate	on	the	pulleys	and	belt,	reducing	their	grip	and	causing	the	belt	to	come	off.6.	Damaged	Belt	SheavesThe	belt	sheaves	are	the	grooved	wheels	that	the	belt	rides	on.	If	these
sheaves	are	damaged	or	worn,	the	belt	will	not	track	properly	and	may	come	off.Troubleshooting	and	Repairing	a	Lawn	Mower	BeltNow	that	you	understand	the	common	causes,	lets	explore	how	to	troubleshoot	and	repair	a	lawnmower	belt.1.	Inspect	the	BeltThe	first	step	is	to	visually	inspect	the	belt	for	any	signs	of	wear	and	tear,	such	as	cracks,
fraying,	or	glazing.If	the	belt	shows	any	of	these	signs,	its	time	for	a	replacement.2.	Check	the	Belt	TensionWith	the	engine	off,	gently	press	down	on	the	belt.	It	should	deflect	about	1/2	to	3/4	of	an	inch.If	the	belt	is	too	loose,	tighten	it	by	adjusting	the	idler	pulley	or	tensioner.	If	its	too	tight,	loosen	it	accordingly.	Refer	to	your	owners	manual	for
specific	tensioning	instructions.3.	Examine	the	PulleysInspect	the	pulleys	for	any	signs	of	damage,	misalignment,	or	debris	build-up.Make	sure	the	pulleys	are	securely	mounted	and	rotate	freely.	(See	Also:	Where	To	Spray	Starter	Fluid	On	Lawn	Mower)4.	Clean	the	Deck	and	BeltRemove	any	grass	clippings,	dirt,	or	other	debris	from	the	deck	and
belt.A	clean	belt	and	deck	will	improve	traction	and	prevent	slippage.5.	Replace	Worn	or	Damaged	PartsIf	you	find	any	worn	or	damaged	pulleys,	idler	pulleys,	or	belt	sheaves,	replace	them	immediately.Using	worn	parts	can	lead	to	further	belt	problems	and	damage	to	your	lawnmower.Preventive	Maintenance	for	Lawn	Mower	BeltsPreventing	belt
problems	is	easier	than	fixing	them.	Here	are	some	preventive	maintenance	tips:*	**Regularly	inspect	the	belt:**	Check	the	belt	for	wear	and	tear	at	least	once	a	month.*	**Keep	the	deck	clean:**	Remove	grass	clippings	and	debris	after	each	mowing	session.*	**Adjust	belt	tension:**	Make	sure	the	belt	is	properly	tensioned	according	to	the
manufacturers	specifications.*	**Lubricate	pulleys:**	Apply	a	light	coat	of	lubricant	to	the	pulleys	periodically	to	reduce	friction.*	**Store	the	mower	properly:**	When	storing	your	lawnmower	for	extended	periods,	cover	it	with	a	tarp	to	protect	it	from	the	elements.	(See	Also:	How	To	Make	A	Remote	Control	Lawn	Mower)RecapA	lawnmower	belt
coming	off	can	be	a	frustrating	experience,	but	understanding	the	common	causes	and	taking	preventive	measures	can	help	you	keep	your	mower	running	smoothly.By	inspecting	the	belt	regularly,	maintaining	proper	tension,	keeping	the	deck	clean,	and	replacing	worn	parts,	you	can	minimize	the	chances	of	belt	problems	and	enjoy	a	hassle-free
mowing	experience.Frequently	Asked	Questions:	Why	Does	My	Lawn	Mower	Belt	Keep	Coming	Off?Why	is	my	lawn	mower	belt	slipping?A	slipping	lawn	mower	belt	can	be	caused	by	several	factors,	including	a	worn-out	belt,	a	misaligned	belt,	or	a	loose	belt.	It	can	also	be	caused	by	a	problem	with	the	engine	or	the	mower	deck.	If	your	belt	is
slipping,	you	should	check	all	of	these	things	to	see	if	you	can	find	the	cause.How	do	I	tighten	a	lawn	mower	belt?To	tighten	a	lawn	mower	belt,	you	will	need	to	adjust	the	tensioner.	The	location	and	type	of	tensioner	will	vary	depending	on	your	specific	lawn	mower	model.	Consult	your	owners	manual	for	instructions	on	how	to	adjust	the	tensioner	on
your	mower.	Generally,	youll	need	to	loosen	a	bolt	or	nut,	move	the	tensioner	to	increase	the	belt	tension,	and	then	tighten	the	bolt	or	nut.What	does	a	worn-out	lawn	mower	belt	look	like?A	worn-out	lawn	mower	belt	will	often	be	cracked,	frayed,	or	have	a	glazed	appearance.	It	may	also	be	loose	and	slip	easily.	If	you	notice	any	of	these	signs,	its	time
to	replace	your	belt.Can	I	fix	a	torn	lawn	mower	belt?Its	generally	not	recommended	to	try	to	fix	a	torn	lawn	mower	belt.	The	repair	is	likely	to	be	temporary	and	could	lead	to	further	damage	to	your	mower.	Its	best	to	replace	a	torn	belt	with	a	new	one.How	often	should	I	replace	my	lawn	mower	belt?The	lifespan	of	a	lawn	mower	belt	can	vary
depending	on	factors	such	as	usage,	weather	conditions,	and	the	quality	of	the	belt.	As	a	general	rule	of	thumb,	its	a	good	idea	to	inspect	your	belt	regularly	and	replace	it	every	1-2	years	or	sooner	if	you	notice	any	signs	of	wear	and	tear.Theres	nothing	quite	as	frustrating	as	being	in	the	middle	of	mowing	your	lawn,	only	to	have	your	mower	suddenly
sputter	to	a	halt	because	the	belt	has	come	off.	Its	a	common	problem	that	can	be	caused	by	a	variety	of	factors,	and	while	it	might	seem	like	a	simple	fix,	its	important	to	understand	the	underlying	causes	to	prevent	it	from	happening	again.This	article	will	delve	into	the	common	reasons	why	your	lawnmower	belt	keeps	coming	off,	exploring
everything	from	worn-out	parts	to	improper	tension.	Well	provide	practical	tips	and	solutions	to	help	you	diagnose	the	issue	and	get	your	mower	back	in	action	quickly.Short	Overview:There	are	several	reasons	why	your	lawnmower	belt	might	keep	coming	off.	The	most	common	culprits	include:Worn-out	or	damaged	belts:	A	belt	thats	cracked,	frayed,
or	stretched	beyond	its	capacity	will	likely	slip	off.Loose	belt	tension:	If	the	belt	is	too	loose,	it	wont	have	enough	grip	on	the	pulleys.Misaligned	pulleys:	If	the	pulleys	are	not	properly	aligned,	the	belt	can	easily	slip	off.Clogged	mower	deck:	A	buildup	of	grass	and	debris	can	cause	the	belt	to	slip	or	even	break.By	understanding	these	potential
problems,	you	can	troubleshoot	the	issue	effectively	and	get	your	lawnmower	running	smoothly	again.How	to	Troubleshoot	a	Belt	Coming	Off	Your	Lawn	Mower:The	first	step	to	fixing	a	belt	that	keeps	coming	off	is	to	identify	the	root	cause.	Heres	a	step-by-step	guide	to	help	you	diagnose	the	problem:1.	Inspect	the	Belt:a.	Check	for	Wear	and
Tear:The	most	obvious	sign	of	a	problem	is	a	worn-out	or	damaged	belt.	Look	for	cracks,	frays,	and	excessive	stretching.	If	you	see	any	of	these	signs,	its	time	for	a	new	belt.b.	Look	for	Debris:Inspect	the	belt	for	any	debris	or	foreign	objects	that	could	be	interfering	with	its	operation.	Remove	any	debris	you	find.2.	Check	the	Belt	Tension:a.
Understanding	Belt	Tension:The	belt	needs	to	be	tight	enough	to	grip	the	pulleys	but	not	so	tight	that	it	puts	undue	stress	on	the	engine	or	other	components.b.	Adjusting	Belt	Tension:Most	lawnmower	belts	have	an	adjustment	mechanism.	This	typically	involves	a	spring	or	a	tensioner	that	can	be	adjusted	to	tighten	or	loosen	the	belt.	Refer	to	your
lawnmowers	user	manual	for	specific	instructions	on	how	to	adjust	the	tension.c.	Using	a	Tension	Gauge:For	a	more	precise	adjustment,	you	can	use	a	tension	gauge	to	measure	the	belt	tension.3.	Examine	the	Pulleys:a.	Look	for	Damage:Inspect	the	pulleys	for	any	damage,	wear,	or	cracks.	If	the	pulleys	are	damaged,	they	need	to	be	replaced.b.
Check	Alignment:Make	sure	the	pulleys	are	aligned	properly.	If	the	pulleys	are	misaligned,	the	belt	will	rub	against	them,	causing	wear	and	tear	and	potentially	slipping	off.4.	Clean	the	Mower	Deck:a.	Remove	Grass	and	Debris:A	build-up	of	grass	and	debris	in	the	mower	deck	can	restrict	the	movement	of	the	belt	and	cause	it	to	slip	or	even	break.b.
Use	a	Brush	or	a	Vacuum:Use	a	brush	or	a	vacuum	cleaner	to	remove	any	grass	clippings	or	other	debris	from	the	mower	deck.Other	Potential	Causes	and	Solutions:1.	Improper	Installation:A	common	mistake	is	installing	the	belt	incorrectly.	If	the	belt	is	not	routed	properly	around	the	pulleys,	it	will	likely	slip	off.Solution:	Consult	your	lawnmowers
user	manual	or	search	online	for	a	diagram	showing	the	correct	belt	routing.2.	Worn-out	Bearings:If	the	bearings	in	the	mower	deck	or	the	wheels	are	worn	out,	it	can	cause	the	deck	to	wobble	or	move	out	of	alignment,	putting	extra	stress	on	the	belt.Solution:	Inspect	the	bearings	for	wear	and	replace	any	that	are	damaged.3.	Engine	Speed:If	the
engine	is	running	too	slow,	the	belt	may	not	have	enough	power	to	keep	running	smoothly.Solution:	Check	your	engines	speed	and	adjust	it	as	needed.4.	Improper	Mowing	Practices:Using	your	lawnmower	on	uneven	terrain	or	cutting	tall	grass	too	quickly	can	put	extra	stress	on	the	belt.Solution:	Use	proper	mowing	techniques	and	avoid	cutting	the
grass	too	short	in	one	pass.5.	Age	of	Your	Lawn	Mower:A	lawnmower	thats	seen	its	better	days	may	have	components	that	are	worn	out	or	nearing	the	end	of	their	lifespan.Solution:	If	your	lawnmower	is	old,	consider	investing	in	a	new	one.Preventing	Belt	Problems:1.	Regular	Maintenance:Performing	regular	maintenance	is	key	to	preventing	belt
problems.	This	includes:Inspecting	the	belt:	Check	the	belt	for	wear	and	tear	every	few	mowing	sessions.Adjusting	the	belt	tension:	Make	sure	the	belt	is	properly	tensioned.Cleaning	the	mower	deck:	Keep	the	mower	deck	clean	and	free	of	debris.2.	Using	the	Right	Belt:Make	sure	youre	using	the	correct	belt	for	your	lawnmower.	Check	your	user
manual	or	contact	your	local	lawnmower	dealer	for	the	appropriate	belt	type.3.	Using	High-Quality	Belts:Invest	in	a	high-quality	belt	to	ensure	durability	and	longevity.4.	Store	Your	Lawn	Mower	Properly:When	not	in	use,	store	your	lawnmower	in	a	dry,	clean	place	to	prevent	the	belt	from	becoming	damaged	or	worn.Conclusion:A	belt	coming	off	your
lawnmower	can	be	frustrating,	but	understanding	the	common	causes	and	solutions	can	help	you	troubleshoot	the	problem	quickly	and	effectively.	By	inspecting	the	belt,	checking	the	belt	tension,	examining	the	pulleys,	and	cleaning	the	mower	deck,	you	can	often	get	your	mower	back	up	and	running	without	any	major	repairs.	Remember,	regular
maintenance	and	using	proper	mowing	practices	can	help	prevent	belt	problems	in	the	future.Frequently	Asked	QuestionsHere	are	some	common	reasons	your	lawnmower	belt	might	keep	coming	off,	along	with	ways	to	troubleshoot	the	issue:1.	Is	the	Belt	Worn	or	Damaged?A	worn	or	damaged	belt	can	slip	off	the	pulleys.	Check	the	belt	for	cracks,
tears,	or	excessive	stretching.	If	you	find	any	of	these	signs,	replace	the	belt	with	a	new	one.	Remember,	the	belt	is	a	crucial	component	in	transmitting	power	to	the	mower	deck,	so	a	worn	belt	can	affect	your	mowing	efficiency	and	overall	performance.2.	Are	the	Pulleys	Worn	or	Damaged?The	pulleys	on	your	mower	can	also	wear	down	or	become
damaged,	causing	the	belt	to	slip	off.	Inspect	the	pulleys	for	any	signs	of	wear,	cracks,	or	rust.	If	you	notice	any	damage,	replace	the	pulley	to	ensure	proper	belt	alignment	and	secure	operation.	Damaged	pulleys	can	lead	to	uneven	belt	tension	and	premature	belt	wear,	affecting	the	mowers	functionality.3.	Is	the	Belt	Tension	Too	Loose?A	belt	thats
too	loose	will	also	slip	off	the	pulleys.	Most	lawnmowers	have	an	adjustment	mechanism	for	the	belt	tension.	Refer	to	your	mowers	manual	for	specific	instructions	on	adjusting	the	belt	tension.	Make	sure	the	belt	is	tight	enough	to	prevent	slipping	but	not	so	tight	that	it	puts	undue	stress	on	the	engine.4.	Is	the	Belt	Path	Misaligned?The	belt	must	be
properly	aligned	with	the	pulleys	to	function	correctly.	If	the	belt	path	is	misaligned,	it	can	slip	off	the	pulleys.	Check	for	any	misalignment	and	adjust	the	belts	position	if	necessary.5.	Are	the	Deck	Bearings	Worn?Worn	deck	bearings	can	cause	the	mower	deck	to	wobble,	leading	to	belt	slippage.	Inspect	the	bearings	for	any	signs	of	wear	or	damage.	If
you	find	any,	replace	them.	Worn	bearings	can	cause	unnecessary	strain	on	the	belt	and	other	components,	potentially	causing	the	mower	to	malfunction.6.	Are	the	Blade	Bolts	Loose?Loose	blade	bolts	can	affect	the	alignment	of	the	mower	deck	and	cause	the	belt	to	slip.	Check	the	blade	bolts	for	tightness	and	tighten	them	if	necessary.	Always	use
the	correct	torque	settings	as	specified	in	your	mowers	manual	to	prevent	damaging	the	bolts	or	the	blade.7.	Are	You	Using	the	Correct	Belt?Always	use	the	correct	type	and	size	of	belt	for	your	lawnmower.	Refer	to	your	owners	manual	or	consult	a	local	lawnmower	repair	shop	for	the	right	replacement	belt.	An	incorrect	belt	can	cause	issues	with
belt	tension	and	alignment,	leading	to	slipping	and	other	problems.One	of	the	biggest	pet	peeves	of	anyone	that	owns	a	riding	mower	is	the	deck	belt	coming	off.Its	not	usually	a	big	problem	when	it	slips	off,	and	is	easy	enough	to	put	back	on	most	of	the	time.	But	if	you	notice	that	your	mower	deck	belt	keeps	coming	off,	you	need	to	start	asking	why?
Because	if	you	dont,	youre	going	to	keep	finding	yourself	on	your	hands	and	knees,	and	thatll	get	old	quickly.Why	Your	Mower	Deck	Belt	Keeps	Coming	OffThere	are	lots	of	potential	reasons	for	a	mower	deck	belt	that	keeps	coming	off.	It	might	be	that	the	belt	is	damaged	or	worn,	the	belt	could	have	stretched,	one	or	more	belt	keepers	could	be	bent
out	of	place	or	there	could	be	a	damaged	pulley	or	pulley	bracket.Our	Checklist	to	Diagnose	Why	a	Deck	Belt	Repeatedly	Comes	OffTo	get	to	the	bottom	of	a	deck	belt	that	repeatedly	comes	off,	youll	need	to	set	aside	some	time	to	take	a	closer	look	at	all	of	the	components	that	come	into	contact	with	the	belt.There	will	be	some	sort	of	problem	with	at
least	one	of	them	or	with	the	belt	itself.	They	dont	just	come	off	for	no	reason.Run	through	the	checklist	until	you	find	out	the	cause.	Good	luck!Belt	is	Worn/DamagedThis	is	personally	one	that	Ive	heard	of	quite	a	lot.	I	have	a	few	buddies	that	run	landscaping	services	and	when	the	deck	belt	starts	to	really	wear,	youll	find	it	comes	off	more	and
more.Thats	because	the	belt	becomes	thinner	in	these	worn	spots,	which	is	how	it	slips	off.Solution:	Your	only	solution	in	this	situation	is	going	to	be	to	replace	the	deck	belt,	as	its	not	possible	to	repair	these	worn	spots.Whatever	you	do,	dont	get	a	cheap	aftermarket	replacement	though,	as	they	often	wear	super	quickly	always	go	with	an	OEM
belt.Ive	also	heard	very	good	things	about	belts	containing	kevlar	fibers,	so	that	might	be	worth	checking	out.Belt	Has	StretchedIf	you	cant	see	any	visible	damage	or	worn	spots	on	your	belt,	but	you	have	been	using	the	belt	for	a	considerable	amount	of	time,	its	possible	it	may	have	stretched.Do	lawn	mower	belts	stretch??	is	most	peoples	response
to	this	suggestion.	But	they	can	and	do.And	if	this	is	the	case	it	could	explain	why	your	mower	deck	belt	keeps	coming	off,	as	its	now	too	big.	Even	if	just	fractionally	too	big,	the	belt	will	work	its	way	off.Solution:	Like	with	the	last	issue,	theres	no	way	to	reverse	a	stretched	lawn	mower	belt,	so	your	only	option	is	going	to	be	to	source	a
replacement.Wrong	Belt	InstalledDid	you	replace	the	belt	yourself	the	last	time	that	it	broke?	If	so,	are	you	100%	sure	that	you	bought	the	right	belt?There	are	tons	of	different	deck	belts	available	and	if	you	order	online	its	very	easy	to	make	a	mistake.If	you	ordered	a	belt	that	isnt	the	exact	right	belt	for	your	lawn	mower	model,	it	could	be	too	big,
which	is	why	it	keeps	coming	off.Itll	usually	be	obvious	if	this	is	the	problem,	as	youll	start	having	this	problem	right	after	changing	the	belt.Solution:	If	you	bought	the	wrong	belt,	you	need	to	get	the	right	belt	on	order	and	fit	it.	Paying	out	for	belts	twice	is	annoying,	but	at	least	itll	stop	coming	off.Belt	Keeper	is	BentIf	you	take	a	look	at	the	deck,
youll	notice	that	alongside	the	pulleys	you	have	some	pins.	These	are	belt	keepers	and	are	designed	to	keep	the	belt	in	place,	on	the	pulley.If	one	or	more	of	these	should	become	bent,	the	belt	will	have	a	gap	to	go	through.Its	quite	common	that	when	theres	a	bent	belt	keeper,	the	deck	belt	comes	off	when	lowering	and	raising	the	deck.Solution:
Check	each	of	the	belt	keepers	to	see	whether	they	have	been	bent	out	of	shape	and	adjust	any	that	are	not	in	the	right	place.Be	careful	not	to	push	them	too	close	to	the	pulleys	though	as	this	will	prevent	them	from	spinning	freely.Pulleys	that	are	Bent	or	DamagedEach	of	the	pulleys	that	the	deck	belt	runs	around	should	be	level	and	spin
freely.These	pulleys	do	occasionally	get	damaged	through	use,	and	should	they	no	longer	run	level,	it	can	result	in	the	belt	slipping	off	the	pulley	during	operation.To	check	this	youre	going	to	need	to	remove	the	belt	completely,	then	check	each	pulley	individually.Does	it	spin	freely?	Is	it	spinning	level?	If	you	find	one	that	isnt,	that	could	be	the
problem.Solution:	You	can	try	to	bend	them	back	into	place	with	a	bit	of	force	(and	maybe	a	hammer).	Often	its	the	bracket	that	bends.In	the	worst-case	scenario,	you	may	need	to	replace	the	pulley.Split	Plate/Bracket	Below	PulleysWhen	your	mower	deck	belt	keeps	coming	off,	most	of	the	focus	gets	put	on	the	belt	itself,	the	pulleys	and	the	pulley
keepers.	These	are	the	primary	suspects	and	should	be	the	things	you	check	first.If	you	see	nothing	wrong	with	them,	look	closely	at	the	pulley	bracket	and	the	plate	it	is	attached	to.Sometimes	these	things	can	split,	and	when	the	mower	is	in	use,	that	extra	give	can	cause	the	pulley	to	move	and	the	belt	to	slip	off.Solution:	A	split	plate	would	need	to
be	welded	and	a	bracket	either	repaired	or	replaced	to	fix	this	issue.Plan	of	Action	(Quick	Summary)If	your	mower	deck	belt	keeps	coming	off	its	a	pain	in	the	butt.	It	gets	old	very	quickly.If	this	is	the	situation	youre	in,	take	the	deck	covers	off	and	position	your	mower	so	you	can	get	a	good	look	at	the	belt	and	pulleys.And	then	ask	yourself	these
questions.Is	the	belt	especially	worn	in	certain	places?Have	you	recently	fitted	a	new	belt?	If	so,	are	you	sure	it	was	the	right	one?Do	any	of	the	belt	keepers	appear	to	be	bent	out	of	place?Are	the	pulleys	all	spinning	freely	and	level?Do	you	see	any	damage	to	the	brackets/plates	the	pulleys	are	attached	to?Is	your	deck	belt	old?	If	so,	do	you	think	it
could	have	stretched?How	tight	should	your	mowers	deck	belt	be?	Is	it	tight	enough?	Have	a	look	in	your	manual.If	you	run	through	this	checklist,	you	should	find	out	why	the	belt	keeps	coming	off.	Once	you	put	it	right,	you	can	get	back	to	what	matters	the	most	cutting	your	grass!	Why	Does	My	riding	Mower	Belt	keeps	coming	off?	Owning	a	mower
has	always	come	in	handy	for	many	homeowners.	But	if	you	have	ever	had	a	deck	belt	come	off,	then	you	know	how	annoying	that	gets.	Sometimes,	you	can	go	on	and	on	but	the	belt	staying	on	your	mower	deck	becomes	rarer.	Before	going	into	any	action	with	it,	check	to	ensure	your	belts	are	in	good	condition.	You	wouldnt	want	to	damage	other
parts	of	your	mower.	Thats	because	mower	deck	belts	and	drive	belts	are	necessary	functions	of	your	mower.	So,	if	one	of	the	belts	comes	off	your	mower,	your	mower	will	fail	to	move	or	cut	grass.	Keeping	your	belts	and	surrounding	parts	in	good	shape	is	essential.	Features	like	the	belt	guides	and	brackets	may	get	out	of	adjustment,	or	theres
damage	to	the	brackets,	bearings,	or	bushings.	Before	you	work	on	your	mower	deck	belt,	this	article	provides	explanations	for	why	your	belt	may	come	off	your	mower.	Perhaps	you	performed	a	DIY	the	last	time	you	bought	a	deck	belt,	and	it	broke.	You	may	have	purchased	the	wrong	match	for	your	mower.	Since	there	are	tons	of	different	deck	belts
in	the	market,	its	easier	to	buy	the	wrong	one	or	get	the	wrong	order.	If	you	ordered	the	wrong	match	for	your	lawn	mower	model,	it	will	keep	coming	off,	especially	if	its	too	big.	That	presents	a	problem	when	you	mow	your	lawn	at	close	intervals.	However,	its	not	an	irredeemable	issue.	You	can	identify	the	proper	deck	belt	for	your	mower	and	have
the	wrong	one	replaced.	Paying	for	another	belt	is	frustrating,	but	the	suitable	replacement	will	stop	coming	off.	Deck	belts	get	worn	over	time,	and	that	makes	them	come	off	more	frequently.	One	reason	is	that	the	belt	becomes	thinner	in	the	worn	spots,	so	it	slips	off.	Just	like	installing	the	wrong	belts,	you	can	get	rid	of	worn	ones	and	replace	them
with	new	deck	belts.	If	looking	at	options	in	the	market,	avoid	cheap	aftermarket	deck	belts,	as	they	often	wear	quickly.	More	robust	OEM	models	exist,	so	you	can	also	check	those	out.	Your	mower	comes	with	belt	guides	or	belt	keepers.	They	are	small,	rod-shaped	posts	designed	to	go	around	the	pulleys.	Also,	some	travel	alongside	the	deck	belts,
depending	on	how	long	the	belt	must	travel.	Like	the	belts,	the	belt	guides	can	move	out	of	place	or	get	bent,	especially	when	it	has	many	slacks.	That	extra	slack	can	cause	the	belt	to	hit	the	guide,	bending	the	belt	guide	back	toward	the	pulleys.	When	that	happens,	the	deck	belt	jumps	off	the	pulley	and	comes	off	your	mower.	In	addition,	belt	guides
were	never	designed	to	touch	the	belt.	Instead,	they	remain	very	close	to	the	belt	at	about	1/8	to	1/4	away	from	the	pulley.	You	can	adjust	the	brackets	by	hitting	them	with	a	small	hammer	or	vice	grip	to	move	them	back	into	place.	You	will	know	that	the	bearings	must	be	corrected	when	not	running	flat	or	straight.	In	most	cases,	the	failed	bearing	is
located	in	an	idler	pulley.	The	idler	pulley	has	a	sealed	bearing,	which	means	you	have	to	replace	the	whole	pulley	with	a	bad	bearing.	Not	all	pulled	have	a	sealed	bearing.	However,	you	may	come	across	drive	pulleys	or	spindle	housings	with	replaceable	bearings.	That	means	you	can	complete	repairs	with	fewer	parts.	Further,	you	can	spot	bearing
failures	in	spindle	housings	when	you	grab	the	blades	and	rock	back	and	forth.	If	you	feel	movement,	replace	the	bearings	in	the	cutter	housings.	These	faults	can	cause	your	mower	deck	belt	to	come	off.	An	essential	part	of	the	mower	often	overlooked	is	the	belt	keeper.	Look	at	the	deck;	you	will	spot	pin-like	features	alongside	the	pulleys.	These	belt
keepers	keep	the	belt	in	place	and	on	the	pulley.	If	one	or	more	of	the	keepers	get	bent,	a	gap	where	the	deck	belt	can	go	through	will	form.	When	that	happens,	the	deck	belt	will	come	off	when	raising	and	lowering	the	deck.	Always	check	each	belt	keeper	to	see	whether	they	are	bent	or	out	of	shape,	and	adjust	them	accordingly.	Also,	make	sure	you
dont	push	them	too	close	to	the	pulleys,	as	this	can	affect	how	they	spin.	Ensure	that	the	deck	is	free	of	debris.	Its	common	to	have	dry	grass	and	debris	forming	under	the	lawn	mower	or	on	the	deck.	That	often	makes	the	tension	pulley	lack	proper	movement.	As	a	result,	the	tension	pulley	can	no	longer	keep	proper	tension	on	the	belt.	Once	the
tensioner	lacks	mobility,	then	the	belt	will	not	stay	tight.	To	avoid	this	scenario,	keeping	your	lawn	mower	clean	under	the	belt	covers	and	beneath	the	mower	body	is	important.	The	cleaner	your	mower	is,	it	is	easier	to	find	failing	parts	before	they	eventually	stop	running.	Keeping	your	mower	clean	and	in	good	condition	will	extend	its	lifespan	and
limit	the	chances	of	your	mower	deck	belt	coming	off.	When	oil	leaks	on	your	lawn	mower,	it	may	get	to	the	deck	belt.	This	can	lead	to	the	belt	coming	off.	Your	pulleys	must	remain	clean	of	oil	and	rust	so	your	belts	are	always	in	good	shape.	In	addition,	oil	is	a	petroleum	product	that	can	swell	the	deck	belt	the	longer	it	remains.	When	a	belt	is
covered	with	oil,	it	will	begin	to	slip	on	the	pulleys,	which	means	it	will	have	difficulty	grabbing	and	building	heat.	As	for	rust,	that	will	make	the	lawn	mower	belt	dry	out	and	crack.	When	you	spot	cracks	on	your	deck	belt,	its	time	to	replace	it	as	soon	as	you	can.	Sometimes	your	mower	deck	belt	keeps	coming	off,	and	most	attention	goes	to	the	belt,
the	pulleys,	and	the	pulley	keepers.	While	these	are	the	primary	suspects,	reserve	judgment	until	you	perform	a	check	first.	You	may	have	done	an	assessment	and	still	see	nothing	wrong	with	them.	Please	take	a	closer	look	at	the	pulley	bracket,	the	plate,	and	the	other	parts	it	is	attached	to.	The	plate	or	bracket	can	usually	split	when	the	mower
operates.	That	extra	push	can	cause	the	pulleys	to	move	and	the	deck	belt	to	slip	off.	Thankfully,	you	can	weld	a	broken	split	plate.	You	can	also	repair	a	bracket,	but	some	situations	will	demand	you	replace	them.	These	are	common	issues	associated	with	mower	deck	belts	keep	coming	off.	Without	checking	out	the	parts	for	such	faults;	you	will	have
difficulty	mowing	your	lawn	to	perfection.	Moreover,	keeping	your	mower	clean	and	free	from	dirt	and	debris	takes	little.	Now	that	you	know	these	issues	and	how	to	solve	them,	you	can	manage	your	mower	better.	You	can	rest	easy	maintaining	your	machine	and	nurturing	your	lawn.XFacebookLinkedInPinterest	
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