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Getting your California life insurance license is the first step towards becoming a life insurance agent in the state. The California Department of Insurance (CDI) requires you to complete a five-step process to become a life insurance agent in California — from taking the life insurance exam to applying for a license. These steps will take a few weeks to
complete so we recommend you bookmark this page so you can use it as a reference throughout the process. Obtaining your California life insurance license isn’t difficult. Just follow these five steps to start your journey toward becoming a life insurance agent. Once you earn this license, check out our guide on how to get your California property and
casualty (P&C) license as well. Before you take the California life insurance licensing exam, it’s important to make time to acquire the knowledge you’ll need to pass this exam on your first attempt. Completing a pre-license education course will equip you with the necessary information and tools you’ll need to prepare for your exam. California
requires 20 hours of life insurance pre-licensing education. You also must complete 12 hours of ethics and California Insurance Code to satisfy the state’s 32-hour pre-licensing education requirements. A pre-license education course provides very specific industry knowledge that will be tested during the exam. There is very little information on the
test that could be considered “common sense”. Pre-license education courses are self-paced and include study materials like practice exams and flashcards. Beyond helping you effectively prepare for and pass the life insurance licensing exam on your first try, taking a pre-license education course also will give you a solid understanding of your duties
as a life insurance agent. After you complete the California life insurance pre-licensing education requirements, you must get a fingerprint-based background check before you can take the California life insurance licensing exam. The CDI’s contracted fingerprint vendor is Accurate Biometrics. The fee for fingerprinting services is $59 plus the $17 FBI
processing fee, the $32 Department of Justice processing fee, and the $10 CDI contractor rolling fee. You also have the option to take your fingerprint at a PSI test center. The total processing fee for PSI’s fingerprint impressions is $68.95, including the $17 FBI processing fee, the $32 Department of Justice processing fee, and a $19.95 CDI contractor
rolling fee charged at PSI’s test centers. To properly get a fingerprint-based background check, you must pay the applicable fees and do the following: Keep a copy of your completed Request for Live Scan Service (Form BCIA 8016) for your records. Give the copy of the form to the live scan service vendor that’ll provide you with the Automated
Transaction Identifier (ATI) number assigned to your fingerprint impressions. If your fingerprint impressions are rejected, the ATI number will allow for you to have your fingerprint impressions redone at no charge. After you complete the fingerprinting requirement, it’s time to take the California life insurance exam. California uses PSI Exams as its
official testing service for delivering licensure exams. Schedule an appointment to take the life insurance license exam. PSI now provides license applicants with the option to take a remote, online, proctored license exam for all insurance licensing examinations. The California life insurance exam contains a total of 75 scored questions that includes
two sections: general and state-specific. The general section deals with basic life insurance product knowledge. The state section covers insurance concepts and terms, rules, regulations, and practices specific to California. You’ll have 105 minutes to complete the exam. The California life insurance exam fee is $88, which you must pay at the time of
reservation by credit card, debit card, or voucher. The exam is a proctored test, meaning an official proctor will closely monitor you in a controlled environment. After taking the state licensing exam, you will receive a diagnostic report indicating your scores in the general knowledge section and in the state-specific section, and what areas you need to
improve. If you happen to fail the California life insurance exam, you can schedule an appointment to retake it as soon as 24 hours after your first attempt. You may only retake the same exam up to 10 times within the same 12-month period or the CDI will ban you from retaking that license exam for a year after the date of your last failed attempt.
Once you pass the life insurance exam and complete the background check, you can apply for your California life insurance license. The application fee is $188. There’s no service fee if you apply via Sircon. If you apply via the NIPR, you must pay a $5.60 transaction fee. You can submit your application to the NIPR’s Attachment Warehouse or the
California Department of Insurance via mail: California Department of InsuranceProducer Licensing Bureau|320 Capitol MallSacramento, CA 95814 The CDI will issue a life insurance license to individuals who are at least 18 years old and have passed the proper licensing exam. You should submit your completed license application within 12 months
of passing the exam. To apply for a life insurance license in California, make sure you comply with the insurance licensing requirements as defined under the California Insurance Code. Send any questions or supporting documents to the CDI Contact Form. After you complete the previous four steps, the CDI will review your application and
background check. It reviews filings in the order it receives them, and this process usually takes two to three weeks from the date you send your application. You can print your license from the Sircon or NIPR websites. Sircon charges a $5.60 fee to print a license. You also can check the status of your license application by visiting the CDI Check
License Application Status Service (CLASS) page. You're now ready to get started as a life insurance agent in California. Over 81% of our readers use Kaplan’s online courses — which come with a 93% pass rate — when preparing for their insurance license exam(s). Once you complete the above steps and have your California life insurance license,
there are a few steps you'll need to take in order to a) excel as an insurance agent, and b) maintain your life insurance license. Let’s take a brief look at these below. If you're planning on selling advanced life insurance products, you’ll likely need to pass the Securities Industry Essentials (SIE) exam and obtain the relevant securities licenses (e.g.,
Series 6, 7, and 63). For more information on this step, you can have a look at our in-depth Securities Licensing overview. You'll have to decide whether you’d prefer working as a captive agent employed by one company, or running your own business as an independent agent. If you're just starting out, you’ll likely benefit from working as a captive
agent, but this will ultimately depend on your personal aspirations and opportunities. To succeed as an insurance agent, you’ll need to adopt a marketing approach that’s effective for you. We recommend finding and sticking to a niche, as well organizing all client appointments for the start of your week. This is because this can improve your overall
client conversions. In California, you will need to take 24 hours of continuing education (CE) credits every two years to renew your license. California also requires life insurance agents to complete eight hours of California-specific annuities training before soliciting individual customers in order to sell annuities. In addition, if a life insurance agent
sells an annuity product in a subsequent license term, the agent must complete a four-hour, California-specific annuity training course during that license term. If you have a non-resident license and have good standing in your home state, you don’t need to take CE courses in California. To find out if you need to take California courses, go to the
Sircon website and click on “Continuing Education Transcript Inquiry.” In California, you also must renew and manage your life insurance license every two years. To avoid delays in renewing your license, you must complete CE hours at least 60 days before your license expires. Failing to complete the required annuity training before the expiration
of your license won't affect your license renewal. Having said that, you’ll be in violation of the California Insurance Code if you sold any annuity products during a license term and didn’t complete the four-hour annuity training during that license term. The license renewal fee is $188 and the late fee is $282. Mailing Address:Producer Licensing
Bureau320 Capitol MallSacramento, CA 95814 Phone: (800) 967-9331 Email: Contact Form Website: License Search: California License Status Inquiry Becoming a licensed life insurance agent in California is a structured process that ensures individuals meet the state’s requirements to sell policies legally. This credential allows agents to help clients
secure financial protection for their families. The process involves education, testing, and background checks. Understanding these requirements in advance can help avoid delays. Prelicensing Education Before applying for a life insurance license, individuals must complete a state-mandated prelicensing education course. The California Department
of Insurance (CDI) requires 20 hours of general life insurance education covering policy types, underwriting principles, and ethical sales practices, along with 12 hours focused on California-specific insurance laws and regulations. These courses ensure prospective agents understand both industry fundamentals and state regulations. Approved
courses are available online, in-person, and through self-study programs. The CDI provides a list of approved providers, and applicants must choose one that meets state requirements. Upon completion, students receive a certificate valid for three years, which is required to take the state exam. State Exam Requirements After completing prelicensing
education, applicants must pass the California life insurance licensing exam, administered by PSI Services. The test consists of 75 multiple-choice questions covering life insurance principles, policy provisions, state regulations, and ethical sales practices. Candidates have 90 minutes to complete the exam and must score at least 60% to pass. Exam
questions are based on the CDI’s content outline, covering topics such as policy types, annuities, taxation, and consumer protections. Some questions test state-specific regulations, while others assess general industry knowledge. Many applicants use practice exams to prepare. Candidates must register through PSI’s website or by phone and pay a
non-refundable $50 fee. Testing centers are available throughout California, and online proctoring is an option. On exam day, candidates must present a valid government-issued ID. Those who fail can retake the test after 24 hours but must pay the fee again. Fingerprinting and Background Check All applicants must undergo fingerprinting and a
background check to meet the state’s ethical and legal standards. Live Scan electronically submits fingerprints to the California Department of Justice (DO]J) and the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) for review. The cost typically ranges between $60 and $80, covering state and federal processing fees. Applicants must visit a CDI-approved Live
Scan provider, listed on the CDI website, and present a valid government-issued ID along with a completed Request for Live Scan Service form. The fingerprints are electronically transmitted, and results are usually processed within a few days to a few weeks. The CDI reviews these results alongside the application. Filing the Application After
meeting all prerequisites, applicants must submit their application to the CDI through the Sircon or NIPR online licensing systems. The application requires personal information, including full legal name, Social Security number, and contact details. Applicants must disclose any prior administrative actions, criminal convictions, or financial issues
such as bankruptcies, as these may impact the CDI’s decision. The filing fee is $188. Accuracy is critical, as errors or omissions can cause delays or rejection. Applicants should ensure all information matches their legal documents. If a past conviction exists, supporting court documents or evidence of rehabilitation may be required. The CDI reviews
each application carefully. Maintaining an Active License Once licensed, agents must fulfill renewal requirements to keep their license active. A California life insurance license is valid for two years, with renewal due on the last day of the agent’s birth month. Failure to renew on time results in expiration, requiring reinstatement procedures that may
include penalties or additional coursework. Agents must complete 24 hours of continuing education (CE) during each two-year period, including at least three hours in ethics. CE courses must be CDI-approved and cover policy updates, regulatory changes, and best practices. Approved courses are available online, in-person, and through self-study
programs. Renewal applications are submitted online through Sircon or NIPR, along with the $188 renewal fee. Agents who miss the deadline can reinstate their license within a year by paying a late fee and completing any outstanding CE requirements. If you're looking to become a life insurance agent in California, you'll need to get a life insurance
license. The process is relatively straightforward and can be completed in a few weeks. Here's a step-by-step guide to obtaining your California life insurance license and starting your career as an insurance agent. Characteristics Values Step 1 Complete a California Insurance Pre-license Course Step 2 Get a Fingerprint-Based Background Check Step
3 Take the California Life Insurance Licensing Exam Step 4 Complete a California Life Insurance License Application Step 5 Watch for Your Application Results Complete a pre-licensing course To obtain a California life insurance license, you must complete a pre-licensing course. This is the first step in the process and will give you the knowledge you
need to pass the state licensing exam.California requires 20 hours of life insurance pre-licensing education, as well as 12 hours of ethics and California Insurance Code training, to satisfy the state's 32-hour pre-licensing education requirement. Pre-licensing education courses are self-paced and include study materials like practice exams and
flashcards.Kaplan is a popular choice for pre-licensing courses, with over 81% of readers of one source using their online courses, which come with a 93% pass rate. Their courses cover:Ethics and California Insurance Code: 12 HoursAccident and Health: 20 HoursLife / Accident & Health: 40 HoursProperty and Casualty: 40 HoursPersonal Lines: 20
HoursOther providers of pre-licensing courses include the National Online Insurance School and A.D. Banker. After completing the pre-licensing course, you will be issued a Certificate of Completion, which is valid for three years and must be submitted to the California Department of Insurance (CDI) upon request.Get fingerprinted The State of
California and the California Department of Insurance (CDI) require fingerprint impressions from all unlicensed applicants. This is to ensure that applicants do not have a criminal or social services background that would prevent them from becoming a licensed insurance agent.You can complete this step before the exam with CDI's vendor Accurate
Biometrics, or at a PSI test centre. The total processing fee for Accurate Biometrics is $118, including a $59 service fee, a $17 FBI processing fee, a $32 Department of Justice processing fee, and a $10 CDI contractor rolling fee. The total processing fee for PSI's fingerprint impressions is $68.95, including the $17 FBI processing fee, the $32
Department of Justice processing fee, and a $19.95 CDI contractor rolling fee charged at PSI's test centres.To get fingerprinted, you must pay the applicable fees and follow these steps:Complete the Request for Live Scan Service (Form BCIA 8016) and print the Licensing Applicant Instructions (Form LIC 442-39A).Take your completed Request for
Live Scan Service form to an authorized live scan fingerprint vendor.Complete the fingerprint impressions.Keep a copy of your completed Request for Live Scan Service form for your records. Give the copy of the form to the live scan service vendor that’ll provide you with the Automated Transaction Identifier (ATI) number assigned to your fingerprint
impressions. If your fingerprint impressions are rejected, the ATI number will allow for you to have your fingerprint impressions redone at no charge.You should also be aware that if you have already submitted electronic fingerprints within the past 12 months for a previous insurance exam, you may not be required to submit a new set of
fingerprints.Pass the California Life Insurance Licensing Exam The California Life Insurance Licensing Exam is administered by PSI Exams and contains a total of 75 scored questions across two sections: general and state-specific. The general section covers basic life insurance product knowledge, while the state-specific section deals with insurance
concepts, rules, regulations, and practices unique to California.To pass the exam, you need to score at least 60%. You will have 105 minutes to complete it. The exam fee is $88, which must be paid at the time of reservation by credit or debit card, voucher, or electronic check. It is a proctored exam, meaning an official proctor will closely monitor you
in a controlled environment.You can take the exam either at a PSI testing center or remotely online. If you opt for the PSI testing center, you will have to pay an additional provider fee. The exam times are typically available in the morning, afternoon, and early evening on weekdays at various locations across California.It is important to arrive at least
30 minutes before your scheduled appointment to allow time for check-in procedures. If you arrive late, you will not be permitted to take the exam and will forfeit your exam fee.If you fail the exam, you can retake it as soon as 24 hours after your first attempt. However, you are only allowed to retake the same exam up to 10 times within a 12-month
period. If you exceed this limit, the California Department of Insurance (CDI) will ban you from retaking the exam for a year from the date of your last failed attempt.To increase your chances of passing on the first try, it is highly recommended that you complete a pre-license education course, which provides specific industry knowledge that will be
tested during the exam. These courses are self-paced and often include study materials like practice exams and flashcards.Kaplan is a popular choice for pre-license education, with an impressive 93% pass rate among its students. Their courses cover the required pre-licensing education hours: 20 hours of life insurance pre-licensing education and 12
hours of ethics and California Insurance Code, totaling 32 hours.Other providers, such as A.D. Banker and National Online Insurance School, also offer pre-licensing courses that can help you prepare for the exam effectively.Complete a California Life Insurance License Application To complete a California Life Insurance License Application, you must
follow these steps:Step 1: Choose your application methodYou can apply for your California Life Insurance License through the National Insurance Producer Registry (NIPR) or Sircon. The application fee is $188 for both options, but NIPR charges an additional $5.60 transaction fee, whereas Sircon does not charge a service fee.Step 2: Submit your
applicationYou can submit your application to the NIPR's Attachment Warehouse or the California Department of Insurance by mail. The address is:> California Department of Insurance> Producer Licensing Bureau> 320 Capitol Mall> Sacramento, CA 95814Step 3: Wait for your resultsThe CDI will review your application and background check.
This process usually takes two to three weeks from the date you send your application.Step 4: Print your licenseYou can print your license from the Sircon or NIPR websites. Sircon charges a $5.60 fee to print a license.Step 5: Check your application statusYou can check the status of your license application by visiting the CDI Check License
Application Status Service (CLASS) page.Watch for your application results After you've completed the previous four steps, the California Department of Insurance (CDI) will review your application and background check. The CDI reviews filings in the order they are received, and this process usually takes two to three weeks from the date you send
your application.You can check the status of your license application by visiting the CDI Check License Application Status Service (CLASS) page. If your application is approved, you will receive an email that includes a link to the Department's website, where you can view and print your insurance license.You can print your license from the Sircon or
NIPR websites, although Sircon charges a $5.60 fee for this service.You are required to complete your application and fingerprints, and receive your insurance license from the Department of Insurance within 12 months of passing your state licensing exam.Frequently asked questions Credit: pexels.com, Person taking photo of raccoon on smartphone
in natureTo become an insurance agent in California, you'll need to meet the state's licensing requirements. You must be at least 18 years old and have a high school diploma or equivalent.The California Department of Insurance (CDI) requires you to complete a 20-hour pre-licensing course in insurance principles and practices. This course covers
topics like insurance law, ethics, and risk management.You'll also need to pass a licensing exam administered by the CDI. The exam covers insurance concepts, laws, and regulations specific to California.Related reading: Insurance Agent License ExamTo become an insurance agent in California, you'll need to meet the basic requirements. You must
be at least 18 years old to apply for the license.To be eligible, you'll also need to be registered as an individual or business entity. This means you'll need to have a business license or be registered with the state.Fortunately, you don't need to be a resident of California to apply for the license. You can live anywhere and still become a licensed
insurance agent in the state.Credit: youtube.com, How to Become an Insurance Agent in CaliforniaThere's no formal education requirement to become an insurance agent in California. However, ideally, you should have a clean record with no misdemeanors or offenses.Here are the basic requirements for becoming an insurance agent in California:At
least 18 years oldRegistered as an individual or business entityNeed not be a resident of CaliforniaNo formal education requirementlIdeally, no record of any misdemeanors or offensesAs an insurance agent in California, navigating the application and licensing process can be overwhelming. Completing the California health application is a big reason
people delay the health insurance question.Some sections of the application are required by obtuse laws such as Cobra. This can make the process more complicated than it needs to be.Take a look at this: Insurance Agent ApplicationThe application process can be overwhelming, but it's a crucial step in obtaining your insurance license. You'll need to
submit your application online through Sircon, where you can attach any additional required documents.Completing the California health application can be a significant hurdle, but it's essential to get it done to avoid delays. Some sections of the application are required by obscure laws, such as Cobra.Credit: youtube.com, How to Apply for Your
California Insurance Licenself you prefer to use traditional mail, you can send your documents directly to the California Department of Insurance, although this is not recommended due to potential delays. This is not the most efficient way to submit your application.The application process typically requires a fee, which can vary depending on the type
of license you're applying for. For example, the biennial renewal fee for a California Non-Resident Credit Ins Agent License is $410, plus $8 for each endorsee listed on the application.You can submit your application online, by mail, or through the National Insurance Producer Registry's Attachments Warehouse. However, submitting online is
generally the fastest and most convenient option.Here are the filing methods and agency fees for different types of licenses:After submitting your application, all you need to do is wait for the California Department of Insurance to process it. This can take some time, so be patient and make sure you've completed all the necessary steps.Credit:
youtube.com, Fingerprinting for RCP Licensure RenewalsIn California, those who wish to become insurance agents must undergo a background check and identification process, which includes fingerprinting.A clean record is essential, as prior criminal records or offenses can affect the outcome of your licensing application.This process is not unique
to California, as most states require insurance agents to undergo a similar check.Having a college degree is not required, but it can be beneficial.If you have committed any misdemeanors or felonies in the past, contact the California Department of Insurance (CDI) for guidance and details.Insurance agent applicants can complete the fingerprinting
process at the CDI Los Angeles exam site or at any of PSI's 20 test centers across California.Explore further: Business Loans for Insurance AgentsPassing the licensing exam is a crucial step in becoming a life insurance agent in California. You'll need to take the exam after completing your pre-licensing education course.The exam is administered by
PSI and allows candidates 3 hours and 25 minutes to complete it. You'll need to score at least 60% to pass, although the Claims Adjuster and Bail exams require a 70% score.You might like: California Department of Insurance ExamCredit: youtube.com, Rules for Producer and Agent Licensing on the Insurance ExamlIt's recommended to study for one
exam at a time, averaging between two to six weeks of study time per exam. This will help you avoid confusing separate line material and reduce the risk of failing.If you fail an insurance license examination 10 times, you'll be prohibited from taking that specific license examination again for a 12-month period. So, it's essential to prepare well and not
rush through the process.To prepare for the exam, you can use the study time to review the essential topics covered in your pre-licensing course, such as insurance laws, consumer protection, and professional ethics.Worth a look: Can You Be a Part Time Insurance AgentTo get a non-resident independent adjuster license in California, you'll need to
file online. The agency fee for this is $311.You'll need to file online to apply for a non-resident independent adjuster license in California.The cost of the license is $311, which you'll pay when you file online.Here's a quick rundown of the filing process:Note that the agency fee is $0 for some filers, and you'll need to file online in any case.Credit:
youtube.com, What Are the Continuing Education Requirements for California Insurance Licenses?To become a licensed insurance agent in California, you'll need to meet the state's basic requirements. You must be at least 18 years old and registered as an individual or business entity.You don't need to be a California resident to apply for the license,
and there's no formal education requirement. However, it's ideal to have no record of misdemeanors or offenses.To get started, you'll need to take the necessary pre-licensing courses and pass the required tests. The California Department of Insurance mandates that you complete a 20-hour pre-licensing course specific to life insurance, plus an
additional 12-hour course on ethics and the California insurance code.Here's a breakdown of the total hours required for pre-licensing education: Course TypeHours RequiredGeneral Insurance20 hoursEthics and California Insurance Codel2 hoursBy understanding these requirements, you'll be well on your way to becoming a licensed insurance
agent in California.Take a look at this: Insurance Agent Naics CodeThe senior market is now more complicated than ever with the new Advantage plans and other Medigap plans getting phased out.Credit: youtube.com, Medicare Part A B C D Explained (and made simple!)You may need help navigating the various Medicare options. The senior market
is indeed more complicated than ever, with the new Advantage plans and other Medigap plans getting phased out.The new Advantage plans have added complexity to the Medicare landscape. This is making it difficult for some seniors to choose the right plan for their needs.You may want to consider working with an agent who can help you
understand the different options and choose the best one for you.Explore further: Advantage Dental Insurance OregonTo become a licensed insurance agent in California, you'll need to complete pre-licensing education. The state requires 32 hours of pre-licensing education, which includes 20 hours of general insurance education and 12 hours of
ethics training and instruction on the California Insurance Code.These courses can be found through various providers and are available in both online and classroom settings. You can choose a course that fits your learning style and schedule, but be sure to consider factors like flexibility, price, and reputation when making your decision.Suggestion:
Is Health Insurance Premium Pre TaxCredit: youtube.com, Pre-Licensing Education: DemistifiedThe course's flexibility is crucial, as you'll need to complete the required hours within a certain time frame. Some courses may require you to finish within a short time-window, while others may allow for more flexibility.When it comes to price, be wary of
courses that are too cheap. You get what you pay for, and you may end up with insufficient or incomplete resources to study with before your exam. Kaplan's online courses, for example, have a 93% pass rate and are a popular choice among readers.To help you choose the right pre-licensing course, consider the following factors:Flexibility: Can you
complete the course at your own pace, or do you need to finish within a certain time frame?Price: Be wary of courses that are too cheap, as you may end up with inferior resources.Reputation: Check reviews of the course provider to ensure they have a good reputation and provide reliable resources.By considering these factors and choosing a
reputable course, you'll be well on your way to completing your pre-licensing education and becoming a licensed insurance agent in California.To build a successful career as an insurance agent in California, you need to commit to a high standard of professional conduct. This involves adhering to ethical guidelines and staying up-to-date with industry
developments through ongoing education.By following a methodical and rigorous approach, you'll be well-positioned to serve the needs of clients while navigating the complexities of the California insurance landscape.Credit: youtube.com, 10 Marketing Strategies Guaranteed to Grow ANY Business (PROVEN & PROFITABLE)Developing a marketing
strategy is crucial to succeed as an insurance agent. You'll need to decide how to operate, whether as a captive agent or an independent agent, considering factors like time and earnings.To choose between these routes, consider how much time you have to devote to working as an agent and how much you want to earn. If you want to work for an
established insurance company, you can choose from the top insurance employers in the US.As an independent agent, you can work with several different insurance companies, but you'll need to develop an effective marketing approach. Finding and sticking to your niche is a good way to start closing insurance sales.Using social media for insurance
marketing is an advantage, especially since it can help you reach a wider audience. Working with several insurance companies can also give you more opportunities to find the right clients for your niche.Readers also liked: Best Insurance Companies to Work for as an AgentCredit: youtube.com, How to Build an Effective Career Plan (Top 5
Tips)Becoming a licensed life insurance agent in California requires a commitment to adhering to a high standard of professional conduct. This includes observing ethical guidelines and staying up-to-date with industry developments through ongoing education.To serve the needs of clients, you'll need to navigate the complexities of the California
insurance landscape. By following a methodical and rigorous approach, you'll be well-positioned for success.Observance of ethical guidelines is crucial for a successful career as a life insurance agent. This means being transparent, honest, and fair in all your dealings with clients.Staying up-to-date with industry developments is essential for growth in
this field. Ongoing education will help you stay current with changing regulations and best practices.By prioritizing professional conduct and ongoing education, you'll be able to serve your clients effectively and build a successful career as a life insurance agent in California.In California, you'll find various types of insurance agents, each with their
own specialization.Credit: youtube.com, Different Types of Insurance AgentsIindependent agents work with multiple insurance companies to offer clients a wide range of options.Life insurance agents, on the other hand, focus on policies that provide financial protection for individuals and their families in the event of death.In California, property and
casualty agents specialize in home, auto, and business insurance.Recommended read: Independent Insurance Agents & Brokers of AmericaChoosing a Health Plan can be a daunting task, especially for those who haven't shopped for health insurance in years. It's a complex process with a lot of specific terminology.A lot of people glaze over when they
first run their online health quote, but a good health agent can help you navigate the process and find the right plan for your needs. We've seen it time and time again - people wish they would have called earlier rather than trying to navigate the volumes of information provided by the plans.Here are some key things to consider when choosing a
health plan:Plan selection and comparison: a good agent can help you understand the different plans and choose the one that best fits your needs.Income estimates for tax credits: your agent can help you determine if you're eligible for tax credits and how much you'll receive.Medicare eligible plans: if you're eligible for Medicare, your agent can help
you understand your options and choose a plan that meets your needs.Small Business Benefits: if you're a small business owner, your agent can help you choose a plan that's right for your business.It's also important to choose an agent who has a lot of experience and knowledge in the field. As one article notes, "a lot of shoppers glaze over when they
first run their online health quote." A good agent can help you make sense of the information and choose a plan that's right for you.On a similar theme: How to Choose an Insurance AgentLicensed insurance agents in California earn an average annual salary of $64,170, translating to approximately $30.85 per hour. Learn more about insurance agent
salaries and career prospects in California. If you're thinking about becoming an insurance agent in California, the first step you’ll need to take in order to kickstart your career is to obtain a California insurance license. In this guide, we’ll walk you through the step-by-step process of how to become an insurance agent in California, as well as what to
do once you get licensed. Choose Kaplan Over 81% of our readers use Kaplan’s online courses — which come with a 93% pass rate — when preparing for their insurance license exam(s). In order to get your California insurance license, you’ll need to complete the following five steps: Figure Out Which Insurance License You’ll Need Complete a Pre-
Licensing Education Course Pass the Relevant California Insurance License Exam(s) Complete a Fingerprint and Background Check Submit Your Insurance License Application Below we have explored each step in more detail. The first step will be deciding what type of insurance policies you’ll want to sell — at least at the start of your career. This is
because the type of insurance policies you're hoping to sell will dictate the type of license you’ll need. For example, you’d need a Property & Casualty (P&C) license to be able to sell auto, home, or business insurance. Here’s a list of all the different types of insurance agent licenses that are available in the state of California: Life, Accident & Health
(L&H) Property & Casualty (P&C) Personal Lines Property & Casualty Limited Lines Surplus Lines Funeral Insurance While there are a large number of different licenses to choose from, the vast majority of insurance agents will either obtain a Property and Casualty (P&C) or Health and Life license. In fact, many agents actually opt to go for both of
these licenses as it allows them to offer clients a much wider range of the most common insurance products. However, if you already know you want to specialize in one particular type of policy, you'll of course only have to focus on the specific license that’s relevant to this insurance type. It’s worth noting at this point that if you're looking to work as
an insurance adjuster, you’ll need to obtain a separate license — which you can find more information about in our California Adjuster License overview. The next step you’ll want to take toward becoming a licensed insurance agent in California is completing a pre-licensing education course. In order to meet the state’s requirements, you will need to
complete a total of 32 hours of pre-licensing education. This will need to include 20 hours that are focused on general insurance and 12 hours dedicated to ethics training. To start, you will need to find the right pre-licensing education course for your unique needs; there are courses in both online and classroom settings, providing flexibility to
accommodate different learning styles and schedules. Due to the sheer number of pre-licensing education courses available, it’s normal to feel a little overwhelmed when deciding which one is right for you. To avoid this, we typically recommend making a decision based on the following factors: The course’s flexibility (e.g., does it allow flexible
learning, does it require completing within a short time-window, etc.) The course’s price: This one is obvious; our only tip here is to not go too low, as from our experience you tend to get what you pay for when it comes to these The course’s reputation: How reliable is each provider? The last thing you want is insufficient and/or incomplete resources
before your exam Over 81% of our readers use Kaplan’s online courses — which come with a 93% pass rate — when preparing for their insurance license exam(s). If you want more information before getting started, you can also have a look at our in-depth overview of the five best pre-license education courses in 2025. After completing your pre-
licensing education course, you will need to take (and pass) the relevant California insurance license exam. We say “relevant” because this will depend on the line you wish to specialize in; for example, if you're planning to become a property and casualty insurance agent, you will need to pass the Property and Casualty exam — which has 150 scored
questions. This exam, like all insurance agent licensing examinations in California, is administered by PSI and allows candidates 3 hours and 25 minutes of exam-time. It should be noted that all licensing exams in California require a 60 percent score to pass, with the only exceptions being Adjuster and Bail Examinations, which require a passing score
of 70 percent. Keep in mind that you can sit for more than one exam at a time (e.g., if you want to apply for both a P&C and a life and health insurance license). Even so, we recommend avoiding this route; this is because passing your exam is hard enough as is, and there is arguably little to gain and a lot to lose with the added risk of confusing
separate line material. We found that the best approach is to study for one at a time, averaging between two to six weeks of study time per exam — depending on whether you are studying full time or part-time, as well as on how comfortable you are at taking proctored exams. You should also note that, in accordance with the California Insurance
Code Section 1682, if an examinee fails an insurance license examination 10 times they will be prohibited from taking that specific license examination again for a 12-month period (starting from the date of their last failed attempt). For more information, you can have a look at our California Insurance License Exam guide. At the time you sit for your
exam, you will be required to submit your fingerprints to verify your identity and fulfill all background check requirements. You can complete this step either at the California Department of Insurance’s (CDI) Los Angeles examination site or at any of PSI's 20 test centers — which are spread across California. Upon arrival, you will be provided with
the Request for Live Scan Service form, which will ask for your legal name, any former names, date of birth, and other personal details. Keep in mind that this process comes with an application fee, which will vary depending on the location in question: CDI’s Los Angeles site: The total fee is $59, which includes the FBI and California DO]J processing
fees along with a rolling fee charged by Accurate Biometrics (CDI’s contracted vendor) PSI’s test centers: The total fee is $68.95, handled by MorphoTrust USA, covering similar processing and rolling fees Note: Any misdemeanors or felonies may affect the outcome of your licensing efforts. If you're worried about this, you can contact the California
Department of Insurance by phone or email for more guidance on this topic. With your exams and fingerprinting out of the way, you’ll be ready to actually apply for your license. To begin this process, you will need to visit Sircon and submit your application online. If additional documents are required, you will be able to attach them directly to your
electronic application. Alternatively, you can submit these documents to the National Insurance Producer Registry’s Attachments Warehouse. If you prefer to use traditional mail, you can also send documents directly to the California Department of Insurance, although this is not recommended. And that’s it! After satisfying all the other requirements
and submitting a license application to the California Department of Insurance all that’s left to do is wait. If everything on your application has been filled out correctly, your license should be issued within three to five weeks — which is the amount of time it typically takes for a license application and background check to be reviewed. It’s important
to be aware that the issuance of your insurance license can take a bit longer than this if there are any items from your background check that need to be looked over. However, the state will likely get in touch with you to give some context if they run into any issues. In any case, the state will send you an email regarding the status of your license once
this review has been completed, so keep an eye out for that! Over 81% of our readers use Kaplan’s online courses — which come with a 93% pass rate — when preparing for their insurance license exam(s). Once you’ve passed all your exams and your licensing application has been approved, you'll be a qualified insurance agent in California. At this
point, there are four main steps that we recommend new insurance agents to take: Obtain Any Relevant Securities Licenses: If you're planning on selling advanced life insurance products, you’ll need to pass the Securities Industry Essentials (SIE) exam and obtain the relevant securities licenses (e.g., Series 6, 7, and 63). Choose a Means of

Selling: You’ll have to decide whether you’d prefer working as a captive agent employed by one company, or running your own business as an independent agent. Develop Your Marketing Approach: To succeed as an insurance agent, you’ll need to adopt a marketing approach that’s effective for you. Finding and sticking to a niche, as well organizing
all client appointments for the start of your week, are two great ways to do this. Keep Your License Valid: In California, you will be required to complete continuing education (CE) every two years in order to keep your insurance license active. The required hours vary by license type, but will be either 20 or 24 hours. Note: It’s advisable to complete
your CE hours at least 60 days before your license expires to ensure timely processing. Mailing Address:300 South Spring Street 14th FloorLos Angeles, CA 90013 By Ramon Berenguer Sep 17, 2024 Share To become an insurance agent in California - or in just about any US state - you must first get a license to work as an insurance agent. Getting an
insurance agent license is only a small part of being a successful insurance agent. In this article, Insurance Business provides insight on how to become an insurance agent in California. We’ll give answers to burning questions like what the requirements are, what you need to do to get a license, and more. It’s also the job of an insurance agent to
provide clients with all the relevant information about these insurance providers and their insurance products. Due to the massive amount of information, regulations and laws regarding insurance, this is not something ordinary individuals or businesses can do themselves. This is where an insurance agent can help. The most basic requirement for
becoming an insurance agent in California is a license. To do that, you must first be eligible to apply for the license. Fortunately, the initial eligibility requirements for getting a California insurance agent license are not complicated: at least 18 years old registered as an individual or business entity need not be a resident of California to apply for the
license no formal education requirement ideally, no record of any misdemeanors or offenses If you are eligible to apply, you will then need to take the necessary pre-licensing courses and tests. Here are the steps in applying for the insurance agent license in California: In the initial stages of your career as an insurance professional, you must choose
which type of insurance policies you would like to offer - this choice dictates the kind of license you’ll need. For instance, if you wish to sell car, home, or business insurance, you’ll need to get the Property & Casualty or P&C license. Or, if you wish to become one of the many life insurance agents, then you must have a Life, Accident & Health license.
Here are the different types of insurance licenses you can obtain in the state of California: Funeral Insurance Life, Accident & Health (L&H) Limited Lines Personal Lines Property & Casualty Property & Casualty (P&C) Surplus Lines Although there is a significant variety of licenses and insurance specializations to choose from in California, for most
aspiring insurance agents, it’s usually a toss-up between the P&C or Health & Life licenses. It’'s common practice for most insurance agents in California to take on both licenses. Choosing to get both licenses gives them access to a wider share of the business, since these are the most common types of insurance that clients look for. If you are already
set on specializing in a particular type of insurance, you don’t have to go down the P&C and/or Health & Life route. You only have to focus on the specific license relevant to the type of insurance you want to offer. Once you’ve decided on the kind of insurance you want to offer, take the appropriate pre-licensing course. This means you’ll have to
complete 32 hours of pre-licensing education. These 32 hours consist of: Required 20 hours of general insurance education Required 12 hours of ethics training and instruction on the California Insurance Code To say there are a lot of pre-licensing courses is an understatement, and it’s very easy to get overwhelmed and confused with the many
choices. These courses are available as online classes or as face-to-face classroom settings. To help you choose the right pre-licensing course in California, here’s what you should consider: Is the course flexible for your needs? Confirm whether the pre-licensing course allows for flexible learning, and if it has a long or short window to complete. Is the
course reasonably priced? The only advice you should consider is not to choose a pre-licensing course that is priced too low, as you will surely get what you pay for. What is the reputation of the course provider like? Check reviews of a pre-licensing course provider before signing up; the last thing you need is inferior or incomplete resources to study
with before your exam. After taking your pre-licensing course, you can proceed to take the necessary exam. The necessary exam is the one connected to your pre-licensing course. For instance, if you chose to take the pre-licensing course for becoming a P&C insurance agent, you will have to take the 150-question P&C exam. All insurance licensing
exams in California are administered by PSI. Examinees are typically granted 3 hours and 25 minutes to complete the exams. California requires a 60% score to pass these licensing exams, although the Claims Adjuster and Bail exams require a passing score of 70%. Those who want to have more than one insurance specialization can take more than
one exam; however, this is not recommended as you risk not having enough time to complete either exam. Those who wish to become insurance agents in California and most other states must also undergo a background check and identification process. This is to ensure that licensed insurance agents do not have prior criminal records or offenses.
Apart from having a clean record, it can also help that you have a college degree (this is not required). In general, these are common requirements to become an insurance agent in many states, not only in California. If you have committed any misdemeanors or felonies in the past, this can affect the outcome of your licensing application. Should you
foresee any issues of this nature arising, contact the California Department of Insurance (CDI) via phone or email and seek more guidance and details. Insurance agent applicants can complete the process at the CDI Los Angeles exam site or at any of PSI’'s 20 test centers across California. After passing the exams and completing your fingerprinting
and background checks, you are ready to apply for your license. You will need to visit Sircon to officially begin this process and submit your application online. If additional documents are required, you can attach them directly to this electronic application. You can also submit these documents to the National Insurance Producer Registry’s
Attachments Warehouse. Finally, you can also send your application by mail and send your application directly to the CDI, although this is not recommended due to the possible delay in processing. The only thing left to do now is wait. If your papers are in order and nothing comes up in your background check, then it should take an average of 3 to 5
weeks for your application to be processed and reviewed. If anything in your background comes up, the review process will take longer. Should any background issues arise, state officials will contact you. Typically, the state of California will send you an email to notify you of the status of your application, whether you are rejected or accepted as an
insurance agent. If your application is approved, you are then granted an insurance agent license to operate in California. That is only the beginning. Here are some initial steps you are recommended to take once you become a qualified insurance agent in this state: If you offer advanced life insurance products, you must pass the Securities Industry
Essentials (SIE) examinations and get the appropriate securities licenses. This can include the Series 6,7, and 63 licenses. Should you work as a captive agent employed by one insurance provider, or as an independent agent who can work with several different insurance companies? Consider several factors when you choose between either route. For
instance, how much time do you have or intend to devote to working as an agent and how much do you want to earn? Whether you’re a life insurance or a P&C insurance agent, you will need an effective marketing approach. Finding and sticking to the insurance niche you are good at, and setting and organizing all your client meetings, are good ways
to start closing those insurance sales. To continue to work as an insurance agent, you need to comply with the continuing education (CE) requirements. This is done every two years to keep your insurance license active. If you’re looking for the best CE providers, here’s our top 10 picks to choose from. The required hours vary by license type but can
range between 20 to 24 hours. To be safe, complete your CE requirements at least 60 days before your license’s expiration date. This can ensure timely processing. Here’s a short video explaining how you can renew and keep your license active in more detail: Now that you know how to become an insurance agent in California, it’s clear that it’s no
walk in the park. Those who overcome this hurdle can look forward to a challenging but potentially rewarding career. As with any occupation, the job of an insurance agent comes with its own caveats. But with hard work, optimism and perhaps a little luck, you may find yourself among the highest achievers in the insurance industry. Are you
considering becoming an insurance agent in sunny California? Let us know in the comments Hey everyone! Welcome to our comprehensive guide on obtaining a Life and Health insurance license California. After reading this guide, you’ll become well vast in the steps, processes, and documentation needed to obtain a Life and Health insurance license
in California. Furthermore, it will help you skip hours of research going through several websites to get information about obtaining a California life and health insurance license. That’s because this article will cover: Pre-licensing requirements for a Life, Accident, and Health License Licensing exam scheduling and fees in California How to apply for
and get the insurance agent License Continuing Education opportunities for a Life, Accident and Health agent How to get your first job as a Life, Accident, and Health insurance agent So, Let’s get straight into it! One of the most valuable California insurance licenses a future agent can get is the Life and Health insurance license, otherwise known as
the Life, Accident & Health License. There are different insurance agent licenses you can choose from, namely; insurance adjuster, casualty broker-agent, life-only agent, limited lines automobile insurance agent, personal lines broker-agent, property broker-agent, and more. But if you're keen on getting involved with multiple disciplines in the
insurance industry at once, then this life and health license is precisely the one for you. And the best part is that you don’t need to have a wealth of knowledge or experience to get started on obtaining a Life, Accident & Health insurance license. However, that doesn’t take away from the fact that there are still several pre-licensing requirements you’d
have to meet, which we’ll discuss in great detail in the next section. With each state licensing exam covering state-specific topics, you must understand your state pre-licensing requirements to equip yourself with the suitable courses needed to pass the state of California insurance exam. California requires a pre-licensing education which is a
regulatory education that enhances your knowledge of the insurance field, such as annuities and long-term care, keeping the knowledge specific to the line of authority in which you intend to work. Each line of authority requires 20 hours of coursework. Hence, to become a Life, Accident, and Health insurance agent, technically two lines of authority,
you’ll need 40 hours of coursework, an additional 12 hours of Ethics, and a California insurance code course. Therefore, you’ll need to take a total of 52 hours of pre-licensing education to qualify to take the exam for the Life, Accident, and Health or Sickness license. Pre-licensing education providers often offer the option to take the education

course in a physical classroom or online courses. Once you have completed the pre-licensing course, you will receive a certificate of completion to prove your course completion. After meeting the pre-licensing education requirements, the next step is to register through PSI’s website to take the Life, Accident & Health insurance license exam. Only
one license examination is required to attain the Life, Accident & Health insurance license. When taking the exam, you can choose between two test modes. You may either take the exam at CDI testing sites or PSI test centers situated in Sacramento, and Redding, to mention a few locations, or utilize PSI’s online services to take the exam over a
computer in a secured area. Upon completing the pre-licensing education, you must take and pass the exam within 12 months of completing your pre-licensing education, or you will need to retake your education. Whether online or at a testing site, the exams are taken in a proctored environment, meaning you should expect software to be monitoring
your desktop, webcam audio, and video if remote, or if in-person, you'll be under the strict supervision of exam overseers. Furthermore, anyone who’s ever undergone a licensing exam would know that the environment can become quite stressful due to its rigid nature, so you should practice how to calm your nerves down when taking the intense
exam. Scheduling a Life, Accident & Health examination through PSI will cost you $88, plus a $33 convenience fee to take the exam at a PSI test center. The Life, Accident & Health examination is a 195-minute exam consisting of 150 questions. According to the PSI website, you must obtain a passing score of 60% or higher to pass the exam. While
the test is known for its high difficulty level, it isn’t impossible to pass. Going through the most current educational objectives and study material, in addition to the textbooks and education material provided for during your pre-licensing course, will increase your chances of passing. In addition to obtaining thorough knowledge from studying,
understanding the California Department of Insurance (CDI) examination processes and procedures is another way to ensure that you are ready for the examination day. Getting familiar with (CDI) examination processes and procedures is the best way to remove stress or avoid making mistakes that may affect your score. On top of the list of

CDI procedures that are important is arriving at the venue on time. PSI requires that you arrive at the testing site 30 minutes before the scheduled time, as this will allow you enough time to check-in and verify your identity. For verification purposes, you need to bring with you one form of identification such as a driver’s license, employment
authorization card, or a California ID card, to mention a few. You should also expect to have a picture taken of you before sitting in for the exam. There are also a few security procedures concerning dressing codes or permitted stationery that you need to be familiar with that will apply during the examination. For more information about these
security procedures, you can head on over to the PSI exams webpage. For license applications to be processed, the state of California licensing department requires that applicants have their fingerprint impressions done for a background check. You can get your fingerprint impressions done at PSI testing centers as they provide fingerprint
technicians to examinees for convenience. Having your fingerprint impressions taken by a PSI fingerprint technician costs $68.95. The same option is available to examinees taking the test at a CDI test site. Examinees can complete their fingerprint impressions by Accurate Biometrics, a CDI contracted fingerprint vendor, often open at the test site.
The only difference is that you’ll be required to pay $59, slightly cheaper than a PSI fingerprint technician. When obtaining your fingerprint impressions, you’ll also need to fill in the application information section on a live scan request form and get a copy of the completed live scan request form. Alternatively, you may take your fingerprint
impressions before an exam from an approved fingerprint vendor, which you can find listed on the DOJ website (Department of Justice). To ensure that your fingerprint impressions are captured correctly when using a fingerprint vendor other than Accurate Biometrics or PSI services, you should follow the fingerprint impression instructions provided
on the PSI website. Once you have passed the exam and taken your fingerprints, you can now apply for the Life, Accident & Health Insurance license. Both non-resident and resident license applicants can access the license application form on the Sircon website. Filling an application is done online and costs $188 per license. Concerning the Life,
Accident & Health Insurance license, which is technically a combination of two lines of authority, you don’t need to pay any additional fees. However, ensure you tick the checkboxes for both the Life license type and the Accident and Health or Sickness license type when filling in the application form. Once the state has reviewed your application and
you've passed all your background checks, it should take about 2-3 weeks before you’'re issued your license. And while this calls for celebration, there’s one more thing you need to do to ensure you keep your license. Once you’ve obtained your license, continuous education is required to keep your license active. It is compulsory for those who have
earned a Life, Accident & Health License to complete the specific continuing education CE requirements. Continuing education is short courses necessary to keep insurance professionals updated with industry-specific knowledge. Continuing education goes over new insurance practices and concepts, helps you keep up to date with ever-changing
insurance trends, and equips you with the know-how to serve your clients in the best way. In California, Life, Accident & Health agents must complete 24 hours of continuing education every two years. Part of the 24 hours includes a three-hour ethics CE. The 24 hours CE credit must be complete as the renewal date approaches (not later than 90 days
before the expiration of your current license), or you may risk losing your license. Now that we’ve talked about the importance of continuing education to keep your license active, what good is keeping your license active if you cant use it for a job? We look at common ways to land your first job in the final section as an information bonus. When you've
obtained your license, we are sure the first thing you’d want to do is put it to use by getting a job. If you're looking to work for an insurance company, start by applying for an entry-level position or an internship so that if you're given one, you’ll be allowed to get some on-the-job training first. And while job hunting can sometimes be scary, don’t fret as
insurance agent jobs are at growth in California, increasing your perspectives of landing your first job in a reasonable amount of time now, especially since you hold a license. On the other hand, if you're thinking of starting your agency or working as an independent Life, Accident, and Health insurance producer or agent, you need to get to
networking immediately once you’ve got that license. Firstly, let insurance companies know that you're ready to start selling their policies. Then, let your friends and family know that you are ready to sell them insurance policies and immediately get a feel for writing coverage plans. In no time, you’ll be able to venture into creating your website and
hosting networking events to get your brand known to more people. Suppose you were unclear on how to get a Life and Health insurance license in California before reading this article. In that case, we hope we have helped you put together the tiny pieces of the puzzle to give you a comprehensive understanding of the steps to follow. You might want
to reread this article so that you thoroughly understand the requirements to get a license in California, putting you in a better position to succeed and afford more time to concentrate on doing well in the exam. Good luck with your licensing journey! Firstly, you will have to obtain a pre-licensing education from a state-approved education provider.



Then, you’ll take the California Accident, Health, or sickness licensing exam.Finally, you will need to get your fingerprint impressions taken before submitting a license application.



