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The Premio Strega is Italys most prestigious and sought-after literary award. Read more La capretta Lilli voleva aiutare, ma cosa poteva fare? con PASSATO PROSSIMO E IMPERFETTO Read more A simple quiz in Italian about Dante and the Divine Comedy Read more Summary of The Divine Comedy with significant quotes Read more The winning song of Sanremo 2025 with translation and exercises. Read more Un breve racconto per esercitarsi con il congiuntivo con ESERCIZI Read more Sign up for free to get all information about private lessons and our
available group courses (Al, A2, B2, B2, C1, C2)Sign up for freeLesson content Modal verb. Sounds like a scary grammatical term, doesnt it? Well, it actually isnt as fear-inducing as you might think!Modal verbs known as a verbi servili in Italian always serve the verb that follows them. Their job is to express likelihood, ability, permission, request, capacity, suggestion, order, obligation, or advice, or in other words, matters beyond the factual here and now.In English, some of the most common modal verbs include can, could, may, might, shall, should, will,
would, and must whereas in Italian, there are just four to worry about:Potereto can / to be able toDovereto have to / to mustSapereto know how to / to be able toLets take a moment to investigate each verb and understand how it is used in context.Volere means to want or to wish in Italian and it is used to communicate desires and wishes. It conjugates in the following manner in the present tense:(io) voglio = I want(tu) vuoi = you want (singular, informal)(lui) vuole = he wants (lei) vuole = she wants(Lei) vuole = you want (singular, formal)(noi) vogliamo = we
want(voi) volete = you want (plural)(loro) vogliono = they wantAny verb that follows the conjugated form of volere must be in its infinitive form. In the following sentence, for example, the verb restare (to stay) doesnt change after voglio (I want).Voglio restare qui.I want to stay here.In its conditional form, the meaning of volere shifts from want to would like.(io) vorrei = I would like(tu) vorresti = you would like (singular, informal)(lui) vorrebbe = he would like(lei) vorrebbe = she would like(Lei) vorrebbe = you would like (singular, formal)(noi) vorremmo = we
would like(voi) vorreste = you would like (plural)(loro) vorrebbero = they would likeHere again, you can place any infinitive verb after the conditional form of volere.Vorrei andare a casa.l would like to go home.Vorrei incontrare Babbo Natale. = I would like to meet Santa Claus.Potere means can to be able or to be allowed to in Italian and it is used to describe possibilities, permission and abilities. It conjugates in the following manner:(io) posso = I can /I am able to / I am allowed to(tu) puoi = you can / you are able to / you are allowed to (singular, informal)
(lui) pu = he can / he is able to / he is allowed to(lei) pu = she can / she is able to / she is allowed to(Lei) pu = you can / you are able to / you are allowed to (singular, formal)(noi) possiamo = we can / we are able to / we are allowed to(voi) potete = you can / you are able to / you are allowed to (plural)(loro) possono = they can / they are able to / they are allowed toAs with volere, you can place another verb in its infinitive form after the conjugated form of potere to form a sentence. For example:Posso andare io a fare la spesa.I can / am able to go shopping.Puoi
andare se vuoi.You can / are allowed to go if you want.In its conditional form, the meaning of potere shifts from can to could might or may. It is often used when making polite requests.(io) potrei = I could / I might / I may(tu) potresti = you could / you may / you might (singular, informal)(lui) potrebbe = he could / he may / he might(lei) potrebbe = she could / she may / she might(Lei) potrebbe = you could / you may / you might (singular, formal)(noi) potremmo = we could / we may / we might(voi) potreste = you could / you may / you might (plural)(loro)
potrebbero = they could / they may / they mightHere again, you can place any infinitive verb after the conditional form of potere.Potrei venire con voi se vi fa piacere.I could come with you if youd like.Oggi potrebbe piovere.It might / may rain today.A common mistake learners make is to use potere to ask someone if they know how to do something. For example: Puoi cantare? = Can you sing? (Do you know how to sing?)Puoi cantare? = Can you sing? (I am asking you to sing for me. OR I am asking if you are allowed to sing.)To ask if someone knows how to do
something, it is best to use the modal verb sapere which well explore further down.Ce la puoi fare! = You can do it!Dovere is a modal verb used to express obligations, needs and occasionally suppositions about something that is likely in Italian. It usually translates as to have to must or to need to. Here is how it conjugates in the present tense:(io) devo = I have to / I must / I need to(tu) devi = you have to / you must / I need to (singular, informal)(lui) deve = he has to / he must / he needs to(lei) deve = she has to / she must / she needs to(Lei) deve = you have to
/ you must / you need to (singular, formal)(noi) dobbiamo = we have to / we must / we need to(voi) dovete = you have to / you must / you need to (plural)(loro) devono = they have to / they must / they need toHere are a couple of example sentences that demonstrate how to use dovere in a sentence.Dobbiamo andare!We have to go! / We must go! / We need to go!Tu devi essere Maria. Piacere di conoscerti!You must be Maria. Pleasure to meet you!ln its conditional form, dovere usually translates as should.(io) dovrei = I should(tu) dovresti = you should (singular,
informal)(lui) dovrebbe = he should(lei) dovrebbe = she should(Lei) dovrebbe = you should (singular, formal)(noi) dovremmo = we should(voi) dovreste = you should (plural)(loro) dovrebbero = they shouldDovresti andare via.You should leave.Devi fare il bravo! = You have to be good!Save for later!Sapere (whose primary translation is to know) isnt always officially classified as a modal verb in grammar books because it only has a modal function when the meaning is to be able to or to know how to do. Here is how you would conjugate it in the present tense:
(io) so = I am able to / I know how to(tu) sai = you are able to / you know how to (singular, informal)(lui) sa = he is able to / he knows how to(lei) sa = she is able to / she knows how to(Lei) sa = you are able to / you know how to (singular, formal)(noi) sappiamo = we are able to / we know how to(voi) sapete = you are able to / you know how to (plural)(loro) sanno = they are able to / they know how toAnd here are an example sentence showing it in use:Luisa sa cantare ma non sa ballare.Luisa knows how to sing but she doesnt know how to dance.Luisa is able to
sing but she isnt able to dance.In its conditional form, sapere usually translates as would be able to could or would know how to.(io) saprei = I would be able to / I could / I would know how to(tu) sapresti = you would be able to / you could / you would know how to (singular, informal)(lui) saprebbe = he would be able to / he could / he would know how to(lei) saprebbe = she would be able to / she could / she would know how to(Lei) saprebbe = you would be able to / you could / you would know how to (singular, formal)(noi) sapremmo = we would be able to / we
could / we would know how to(voi) sapreste = you would be able to / you could / you would know how to (plural)(loro) saprebbero = they would be able to / they could / they would know how toSapresti fare questo lavoro?Would you know how to do this job?Wow, non sapevo che sapessi nuotare cos bene! = Wow, I didnt know you were able to swim so well!Heather Broster is a graduate with honours in linguistics from the University of Western Ontario. She is an aspiring polyglot, proficient in English and Italian, as well as Japanese, Welsh, and French to
varying degrees of fluency. Originally from Toronto, Heather has resided in various countries, notably Italy for a period of six years. Her primary focus lies in the fields of language acquisition, education, and bilingual instruction.Modal verb. Sounds like a scary grammatical term, doesnt it? Well, it actually isnt as fear-inducing as you might think!Modal verbs known as a verbi servili in Italian always serve the verb that follows them. Their job is to express likelihood, ability, permission, request, capacity, suggestion, order, obligation, or advice, or in other words,
matters beyond the factual here and now.In English, some of the most common modal verbs include can, could, may, might, shall, should, will, would, and must whereas in Italian, there are just four to worry about:Potereto can / to be able toDovereto have to / to mustSapereto know how to / to be able toLets take a moment to investigate each verb and understand how it is used in context.Volere means to want or to wish in Italian and it is used to communicate desires and wishes. It conjugates in the following manner in the present tense:(io) voglio = I want(tu)
vuoi = you want (singular, informal)(lui) vuole = he wants (lei) vuole = she wants(Lei) vuole = you want (singular, formal)(noi) vogliamo = we want(voi) volete = you want (plural)(loro) vogliono = they wantAny verb that follows the conjugated form of volere must be in its infinitive form. In the following sentence, for example, the verb restare (to stay) doesnt change after voglio (I want).Voglio restare qui.I want to stay here.In its conditional form, the meaning of volere shifts from want to would like.(io) vorrei = I would like(tu) vorresti = you would like
(singular, informal)(lui) vorrebbe = he would like(lei) vorrebbe = she would like(Lei) vorrebbe = you would like (singular, formal)(noi) vorremmo = we would like(voi) vorreste = you would like (plural)(loro) vorrebbero = they would likeHere again, you can place any infinitive verb after the conditional form of volere.Vorrei andare a casa.l would like to go home.Vorrei incontrare Babbo Natale. = I would like to meet Santa Claus.Potere means can to be able or to be allowed to in Italian and it is used to describe possibilities, permission and abilities. It conjugates
in the following manner:(io) posso = I can / I am able to /I am allowed to(tu) puoi = you can / you are able to / you are allowed to (singular, informal)(lui) pu = he can / he is able to / he is allowed to(lei) pu = she can / she is able to / she is allowed to(Lei) pu = you can / you are able to / you are allowed to (singular, formal)(noi) possiamo = we can / we are able to / we are allowed to(voi) potete = you can / you are able to / you are allowed to (plural)(loro) possono = they can / they are able to / they are allowed toAs with volere, you can place another verb in its
infinitive form after the conjugated form of potere to form a sentence. For example:Posso andare io a fare la spesa.l can / am able to go shopping.Puoi andare se vuoi.You can / are allowed to go if you want.In its conditional form, the meaning of potere shifts from can to could might or may. It is often used when making polite requests.(io) potrei = I could / I might / I may(tu) potresti = you could / you may / you might (singular, informal)(lui) potrebbe = he could / he may / he might(lei) potrebbe = she could / she may / she might(Lei) potrebbe = you could / you
may / you might (singular, formal)(noi) potremmo = we could / we may / we might(voi) potreste = you could / you may / you might (plural)(loro) potrebbero = they could / they may / they mightHere again, you can place any infinitive verb after the conditional form of potere.Potrei venire con voi se vi fa piacere.l could come with you if youd like.Oggi potrebbe piovere.It might / may rain today.A common mistake learners make is to use potere to ask someone if they know how to do something. For example: Puoi cantare? = Can you sing? (Do you know how to
sing?)Puoi cantare? = Can you sing? (I am asking you to sing for me. OR I am asking if you are allowed to sing.)To ask if someone knows how to do something, it is best to use the modal verb sapere which well explore further down.Ce la puoi fare! = You can do it!Dovere is a modal verb used to express obligations, needs and occasionally suppositions about something that is likely in Italian. It usually translates as to have to must or to need to. Here is how it conjugates in the present tense:(io) devo = I have to /I must / I need to(tu) devi = you have to / you
must / I need to (singular, informal)(lui) deve = he has to / he must / he needs to(lei) deve = she has to / she must / she needs to(Lei) deve = you have to / you must / you need to (singular, formal)(noi) dobbiamo = we have to / we must / we need to(voi) dovete = you have to / you must / you need to (plural)(loro) devono = they have to / they must / they need toHere are a couple of example sentences that demonstrate how to use dovere in a sentence.Dobbiamo andare!We have to go! / We must go! / We need to go!Tu devi essere Maria. Piacere di conoscerti!You
must be Maria. Pleasure to meet you!ln its conditional form, dovere usually translates as should.(io) dovrei = I should(tu) dovresti = you should (singular, informal)(lui) dovrebbe = he should(lei) dovrebbe = she should(Lei) dovrebbe = you should (singular, formal)(noi) dovremmo = we should(voi) dovreste = you should (plural)(loro) dovrebbero = they shouldDovresti andare via.You should leave.Devi fare il bravo! = You have to be good!Save for later!Sapere (whose primary translation is to know) isnt always officially classified as a modal verb in grammar
books because it only has a modal function when the meaning is to be able to or to know how to do. Here is how you would conjugate it in the present tense:(io) so = I am able to / I know how to(tu) sai = you are able to / you know how to (singular, informal)(lui) sa = he is able to / he knows how to(lei) sa = she is able to / she knows how to(Lei) sa = you are able to / you know how to (singular, formal)(noi) sappiamo = we are able to / we know how to(voi) sapete = you are able to / you know how to (plural)(loro) sanno = they are able to / they know how toAnd
here are an example sentence showing it in use:Luisa sa cantare ma non sa ballare.Luisa knows how to sing but she doesnt know how to dance.Luisa is able to sing but she isnt able to dance.In its conditional form, sapere usually translates as would be able to could or would know how to.(io) saprei = I would be able to /I could / I would know how to(tu) sapresti = you would be able to / you could / you would know how to (singular, informal)(lui) saprebbe = he would be able to / he could / he would know how to(lei) saprebbe = she would be able to / she could /
she would know how to(Lei) saprebbe = you would be able to / you could / you would know how to (singular, formal)(noi) sapremmo = we would be able to / we could / we would know how to(voi) sapreste = you would be able to / you could / you would know how to (plural)(loro) saprebbero = they would be able to / they could / they would know how toSapresti fare questo lavoro?Would you know how to do this job?Wow, non sapevo che sapessi nuotare cos bene! = Wow, I didnt know you were able to swim so well!Heather Broster is a graduate with honours in
linguistics from the University of Western Ontario. She is an aspiring polyglot, proficient in English and Italian, as well as Japanese, Welsh, and French to varying degrees of fluency. Originally from Toronto, Heather has resided in various countries, notably Italy for a period of six years. Her primary focus lies in the fields of language acquisition, education, and bilingual instruction.In this lesson, you will learn all you need to know about modal verbs in Italian. Precisely, everybody talks about modal verbs, however, not everybody gets what they are. And that is
a real shame since they form the base of many important structures. Modal verbs tend to be in company with the base form of the verb meaning the action, while the modal verb signifies its modality: whether we are referring to ability, likelihood, request, permission, suggestion, obligation, etc.All Italian modal verbs have irregular present forms, and at least two of them tend to be very confusing for English learners: namely, sapere and potere. But we will get there sooner than you think. MODAL VERBS IN ITALIANFirst off, lets avoid to make our lives more
difficult than they already are by breaking the whole thing down to a chart, with examples and explanations that, we hope, will be clarifying:VolerepoteredoveresaperevogliopossodevosovuoipuoidevisaivuolepudevesavogliamopossiamodobbiamosappiamovoletepotetedovetesapetevoglionopossonodevonosannoThen, you will want to see them in action with other base forms. Examples may come in handy:Vuoi assaggiare un po di gelato? (Would you like to try some ice cream?). In this case, the modal verb indicates a request modality, while the requested action
(assaggiare) is in the base form.Gli impiegati pubblici devono gestire meglio i nostri soldi (state/government employees have to/must/should have a better management of our money)Now, this is the time when we make clear the difference between potere and sapere (as a modal verb). What do you notice in these examples of modal verbs in Italian?Non so giocare a tennis (I cant play tennis, I dont have this ability)Oggi non posso giocare a tennis (I know how to play tennis but today I cant)Do you spot the slight difference between sapere and potere? Sapere
would be used as to be able in Italian: it implies permission or an actual ability, something you learned to do: a skill, if you want to get the point rounded up. On the other hand, potere is much more akin to an availability, an endowment: wed use it as can in Italian.ITALIAN MODAL VERBS IN PAST: PASSATO PROSSIMO VS IMPERFETTOA short, special note for when we use Italian modal verbs in past tenses: depending on whether you are using passato prossimo or imperfetto, their meaning can change slightly. Let us take a look at two examples:Ho dovuto
chiamare i poliziotti per fermare la lite della coppia nel palazzo di fronte al mio (I had to call the cops on the couple living in the building across the street to have their quarrel stop). Here, a certain, definite, decided action, played a pivotal role in restoring peace and tranquility in the neighborhood.Dovevo chiamare i poliziotti per fermare la lite della coppia nel palazzo di fronte al mio ( but we do not know whether you did or not; maybe you just grabbed some popcorn and sat in the balcony to look at the show taking place)So, when you use the imperfetto, you
may need to add clarifying information.AND ITS A WRAPWe hope that this helps you when it comes to modal verbs in Italian. And now, to consolidate your newly acquired knowledge, test yourself with some exercises.Would you like to learn more Italian grammar? Take a look at these possessive adjectives and pronouns in Italian!EXERCISES Follow us onYouTube,InstagramandFacebook!If youre studying Italian and modal verbs are a source of insecurity, youre in the right place. Here, youll learn that Italian modal verbs arent all that difficult, and youll find
everything you need to get started using them. First of all, the good news: There are only three modal verbs in Italian.Dont forget: where theres a will, theres a way. This proverb is important because it means that when you want something enough, you can do anything, but also because it reflects two Italian modal verbs volere and potere. The third modal verb is dovere.So how do these modal verbs work? Its simple: these verbs govern another verb that usually follows them, and they add a certain modality to the meaning.modality of desire with the verb
volere (Voglio andare al mare.)modality of obligation or need with dovere (Devo studiare di pi!)modality of possibility with the verb potere (Stasera non posso uscire).As you can probably tell from the above examples, the verb that follows is always in the infinitive (andare, studiare, uscire). Easy to remember, right?If the good news is that there arent many modal verbs, the less-good news is that theyre irregular. Lets look at how theyre conjugated in the present indicative and how theyre used in everyday life. For each verb, youll also find an Italian song to help
you learn them while youre singing in the shower!The Four Italian Modal Verbsvolere (desire)The title of this beautiful Italian song has three verbs: Voglio (modal volere) vederti (see you) danzare (dance).io voglionoi vogliamotu vuoivoi voletelui/lei/Lei vuoleloro voglionoThe Italian modal verb volere adds the sense of desire to the verb that follows it, and in the present indicative, the closest translation in English is to want.Voglio imparare litaliano. I want to learn Italian.When used in the conditional, volere is closer to would like.Vorrei vivere in Italia. I would
like to live in Italy.The first person singular conditional of volere is very important because its a way to ask for something politely, both when its used with another verbas well as when volere is used on its own that is, not as a modal verb.Vorrei prenotare un tavolo per due persone. I would like to book a table for two people.Vorrei un caff, per favore. Id like coffee, please.If youre studying Italian, another useful expression with this verb is Cosa vuol dire?, which isan informal way to ask Cosa significa?.Cosa vuol dire questa parola? Non la capisco. What does this
word mean? I dont understand it.dovere (necessity)io devonoi dobbiamotu devivoi dovetelui/lei/Lei develoro devonoThe Italian modal verb dovere is used in many everyday situations with a few nuances in meaning.In general, it adds the concept of necessity (need to or have to) to the verb that follows,Il frigo vuoto, dobbiamo andare a fare la spesa. The fridge is empty, we need to go shopping.Devo viaggiare molto per lavoro. I have to travel a lot for work.But thats not all. The verb dovere is also used to express an obligation (must or have to).Dovete studiare di
pi! You must study more!Devi essere gentile con i clienti. You have to be nice to customers.And dovere is also used to give suggestions or express an opinion (must or have to).Roma una citt bellissima, devi visitarla. Rome is a gorgeous city, you have to visit it.Hai lavorato tutto il giorno, devi essere molto stanco. Youve worked all day, you must be really tired.As you can tell, dovere is a very useful verb in everyday life. The last thing you should know (devi sapere) is that when its used on its own (without an infinitive), it means something else, specifically to owe
someone something.Ti devo una pizza. I owe you a pizza.potere (possibility)io possonoi possiamotu puoivoi potetelui/lei/Lei puloro possonoThe verb potere indicates that something is possible.Se non piove, stasera possiamo mangiare fuori. If it doesnt rain, we can eat outside tonight.Besides this use, potere also expresses that something is or isnt allowed.Potete fumare in questarea. Youre allowed to smoke in this area.Non puoi usare il telefono mentre guidi. Youre not allowed to use the phone while youre driving.In English, it could be translated as can and
could, as well as may and might.Potere is often used in questions both to ask something politely and to ask for permission.Posso avere un caff, per favore? Can I have a coffee please?Possiamo entrare? May we come in?When youre speaking Italian, it might be useful to know this question.Puoi parlare pi lentamente, per favore? Can you speak more slowly please?sapere (ability)lo non so parlar damore is the first line of this famous love song, and also the title of the album its on.io sonoi sappiamotu saivoi sapetelui/lei/Lei saloro sannolts true, we said there were
only three Italian modal verbs. In reality, however, the verb sapere is also a modal verb when its used to express the concept of ability. When its followed by an infinitive, it means to be able to.Aiuto! Non so nuotare. Help! I cant swim.Pay attention to the difference between potere and sapere in these two examples.Non posso cucinare, il forno rotto. I cant cook, the oven is broken.Non so cucinare, sono un disastro in cucina. I cant cook, Im a disaster in the kitchen.The first example expresses a possibility or in this case, the absence of possibility while the
second example uses sapere with a negation to indicate lack of ability or know-how.Now you know the Italian modal verbs, but why should you use them? With these modal verbs, it will be easier to talk about yourself, what you want and what you can or must do. Your language will be richer and your journey through the language and culture of Italy will be deeper and more personal. Italy is waiting for you enjoy your journey! Skip to content Lifetime deal: 40% OFF your 1-on-1 subscription Home A2 Modal verbs in Italian Italian present & past participles
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Page Italian Modal Verbs Introduction How To Use Modal Verbs Concordance Dovere & Potere Nuances Faqs Servile verbs are modal verbs that, in combination with the infinitive of another verb, serve to express nuances of meaning such as necessity, possibility, duty, ability, or will. In Italian, the main servile verbs are dovere (must) potere (can) and volere (want). These servile verbs, also known as modal verbs, are powerful grammatical tools that enrich the language, allowing for the expression of nuances and gradations of meaning that would otherwise be
difficult to communicate. They act as auxiliaries to the infinitive verb that follows, modifying its meaning in specific ways depending on the servile verb used. In some situations, servile verbs can also be used together to create additional shades of meaning, as in [speaker Devo poter uscire stasera] (I must be able to go out tonight), where there is both an element of necessity (devo) and possibility (potere). Servile verbs are a particular category of verbs that, just like the auxiliaries essere and avere, can have two main uses: Independent meaning On the one
hand, they have their own independent meaning, i.e. they can be used alone in sentences such as: Devo cinque euro ad Alessio.l owe Alessio five euros.Voglio un cellulare nuovo.l want a new mobile phone.Vorrei un caff, per favore!I would like a coffee, please!La prevenzione pu molto contro le malattie.Prevention can go a long way against disease.Ti devo una cena.l owe you dinner. Service verbs On the other hand, they can be used as service verbs, i.e. they link to other verbal predicates to give a specific semantic value to the whole sentence. Let us consider
the examples: Valentina, devi ringraziare la zia per il regalo che hai ricevuto!Valentina, you must thank your aunt for the gift you received!Nella sua posizione, Michele pu fare ci che gli pare.In his position, Michele can do what he likes.Eugenia vuole andare in spiaggia.Eugenia wants to go to the beach.Letizia avrebbe voluto fare lastronauta.Letizia would have liked to be an astronaut.Andrea e Roberta non sono potuti venire.Andrea and Roberta could not come. As can be seen from the examples above, the servile verb modifies the overall meaning of the
expression, giving it a specific nuance: of duty: Valentina is ordered to thank her aunt for the gift. of possibility: Michele has the power to do what he wants. of will: Eugenia has the desire to go to the beach. The construction of a servile verb generally follows three basic rules: They directly support an infinitive. The servile verb and the infinitive always have the same subject. Atonic pronouns, in sentences with servile verbs, can be placed before the servile verb or after the infinitive. CONCORDANCE Servile verbs in compound tenses take the auxiliary that is
required by the verb they go with. For example: Nicola andato a Roma becomes Nicola dovuto andare a Roma per lavoro .Nicola went to Rome Nicola had to go to Rome for work OR Ho conosciuto il mio cantante preferito becomes Grazie ad un concorso a premi ho potuto conoscere il mio cantante preferito .I met my favourite singer Thanks to a competition I was able to meet my favourite singer. In the living use of the language, however, this rule has been gradually lost and we are witnessing a slow shift from the use of the ausiliary essere (to be) to that of
the auxiliary avere (to have) (which, in any case, is obligatory when the verbs volere, dovere e potere are servile to essere). So now one can say indifferently: Ambra non voluta andare al cinema and Ambra non ha voluto andare al cinema .Amber did not want to go to the cinema. DOVERE & POTERE NUANCES In some cases, dovere and potere take on particular shades of meaning; potere sometimes expresses a permission or a hypothetical concession, as in the sentence: Posso aver shagliato, ma resto sicuro delle mie idee. I may have been wrong, but I remain
sure of my ideas. (i.e.: Even if I had been wrong) DOVERE Dovere, on the other hand, has two further uses: An epistemic use, in which the verb takes on a nuance of possibility: Giulio devessere uscito di casa. Giulio must have left the house. I.e.: Giulio probably left the house, since I cant find him there. A use with future value, in the construction with dovere + infinitive. For example: Pietro deve compiere quindici anni tra una settimana.Peter will turn fifteen in a week.Devi andare via di qui tra una settimana.You have to leave here in a week. SAPERE Also the
verb sapere can be a servile verb when you want to express knowledge or information about something. It can be followed by an infinitive verb to indicate the ability to perform an action or by a noun to indicate specific knowledge. Look at the following examples: Carlo non sa nuotare.Carlo cant swimAlessandro sa pattinare benissimo.Alessandro can skate very well.So andare in bici da quando avevo 5 anni.Ive known how to ride a bike since I was five.Nessuno sa cucinare meglio della nonna.No one can cook better than Grandma. As you can see from these
examples, the verb sapere here acquires the meaning of to be able to do something. However, when it has the meaning of conoscere (to know) or riconoscere (to recognise) (and not to be able to), sapere carries a complementary preposition, as in the following examples: Giuseppe sa di aver sbagliato e chieder scusa a Vittorio.Giuseppe knows he has made a mistake and will apologise to Vittorio.So di avere ragione su questo!I know Im right about this!Sai di cosa sono fatti i sogni?Do you know what dreams are made of?Come diceva Socrate, so di non sapere.As
Socrates said, I know that I dont know. Book online classes with the best teachers in the industry. Learn more in the following Flexi lessons: FAQs What are servile verbs in Italian?Servile verbs (also known as modal verbs) in Italian are verbs that modify the meaning of the main verb, indicating ability, necessity, or desire. The most common servile verbs are potere (to be able to), volere (to want), and dovere (to have to). How do modal verbs function in a sentence?Servile verbs are followed by the infinitive form of the main verb without any preposition in
between. For example: Posso mangiare (I can eat), Devi studiare (You have to study), Voglio andare (I want to go). Do modal verbs change tense?Yes, servile verbs conjugate in different tenses (present, past, future, etc.) just like regular verbs, and the tense of the servile verb influences the meaning of the sentence. For example: Volevo uscire (I wanted to go out), Dovevi studiare (You were supposed to study).Can servile verbs be used in compound tenses?Yes, servile verbs can be used in compound tenses with avere or essere as auxiliary verbs, depending on
the main verb. For example: Ho dovuto partire (I had to leave), Ho potuto fare (I was able to do it). What is the difference between dovere, potere, and volere?Dovere expresses obligation or necessity (must, have to), potere expresses ability or permission (can, to be able to), and volere expresses desire or intention (to want). These verbs are key in expressing actions and responsibilities. Can I study Italian with LTL? MORE FREE LESSONS By: Miriam Muccione Fri Aug 30 2024The Italian verbs dovere(must), potere(can), and volere(want) belong to a class of
verbs called modal verbs. Unlike the English should, could, and would, dovere, potere, and volere are always conjugatedNo definition set for conjugatedLorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing elit, sed do eiusmod tempor incididunt ut labore et dolore magna aliqua. Ut enim ad minim veniam, quis nostrud exercitation ullamco laboris nisi ut aliquip ex ea commodo consequat. Duis aute irure dolor in reprehenderit in voluptate velit esse cillum dolore eu fugiat nulla pariatur. Excepteur sint occaecat cupidatat non proident, sunt in culpa qui officia
deserunt mollit anim id est laborum. when followed by the infinitive of a verb they help:Oggi devo andare al lavoro.Today I have to go to work.Domani possiamo andare a fare una passeggiata.Tomorrow, we can go for a walk.Vuoi andare al cinema venerd sera?Do you want to go to the movies Friday night?This post is the first in our three-part series on Italian modal verbs. In this post well teach you about how to form sentences with modal verbs: how to conjugate the modals, where to put them in sentences, and how to use object pronouns with modal
verbs.Now, keep reading to find out about how they work! The golden rule of modal verbs is that the three modal verbs dovere(want), potere(can), and volere(want) are often followed by a main verb in its infinitive form. In the example above, the infinitive that follows voglio(I want) is the main verb of our sentence, and volere helps uscire(to go out) to convey the fact that that action is an intention, a desire, a wish.Well cover the meanings and uses of these modals in the next post in our series on modals: How to use Italian modal verbs dovere, potere, and
volere? But for now, lets have a look at their forms.As we noticed above, unlike modals in English, Italian modal verbs are conjugated. Now, their conjugation is typically irregularNo definition set for irregularLorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing elit, sed do eiusmod tempor incididunt ut labore et dolore magna aliqua. Ut enim ad minim veniam, quis nostrud exercitation ullamco laboris nisi ut aliquip ex ea commodo consequat. Duis aute irure dolor in reprehenderit in voluptate velit esse cillum dolore eu fugiat nulla pariatur. Excepteur sint
occaecat cupidatat non proident, sunt in culpa qui officia deserunt mollit anim id est laborum., which means that oftentimes you need to learn them by heart. Do not worry, though: modals are so recurrent in daily conversations that after a while their conjugation will become second nature to you.To get off to a good start, lets start by learning the present indicativeNo definition set for indicativeLorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing elit, sed do eiusmod tempor incididunt ut labore et dolore magna aliqua. Ut enim ad minim veniam, quis nostrud
exercitation ullamco laboris nisi ut aliquip ex ea commodo consequat. Duis aute irure dolor in reprehenderit in voluptate velit esse cillum dolore eu fugiat nulla pariatur. Excepteur sint occaecat cupidatat non proident, sunt in culpa qui officia deserunt mollit anim id est laborum. of dovere, potere, and volere. In this tense, modals conjugate irregularly:When it comes to compound tenses like the passato prossimo(perfect tense), modal verbs behave in a quite special way.If youve studied the passato prossimo, you know that it is a compound tense because it
forms with two words:the present of essere(to be) or avere(to have), functioning as auxiliary verbsNo definition set for auxiliary verbsLorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing elit, sed do eiusmod tempor incididunt ut labore et dolore magna aliqua. Ut enim ad minim veniam, quis nostrud exercitation ullamco laboris nisi ut aliquip ex ea commodo consequat. Duis aute irure dolor in reprehenderit in voluptate velit esse cillum dolore eu fugiat nulla pariatur. Excepteur sint occaecat cupidatat non proident, sunt in culpa qui officia deserunt mollit anim id
est laborum.the past participleNo definition set for past participleLorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing elit, sed do eiusmod tempor incididunt ut labore et dolore magna aliqua. Ut enim ad minim veniam, quis nostrud exercitation ullamco laboris nisi ut aliquip ex ea commodo consequat. Duis aute irure dolor in reprehenderit in voluptate velit esse cillum dolore eu fugiat nulla pariatur. Excepteur sint occaecat cupidatat non proident, sunt in culpa qui officia deserunt mollit anim id est laborum. of the verb we are conjugatingYou also know that
some verbs form compound tenses with essere while others use avere.Andare(to go) requires essere (e.g. sono andato/a, sei andato/a, ... ).Mangiare(to eat) requires avere (e.g. ho mangiato, hai mangiato, ... ).What about dovere, potere, and volere? Do they take essere or avere in the passato prossimo?Take notes: unlike all other verbs, dovere, potere, and volere are special because it all depends on the verb that follows the modal:In compound tenses, a modal verb takesessere(to be) if the infinitive that follows it takes essereavere(to have) if the infinitive that
follows it takes avereYou can see this rule in the following pair of sentences:Marco e Luca sono dovuti andare a Roma. Marco and Luca had to go to Rome. Here dovere requires essere because andare requires it.(Note that, with essere as a helping verb, the past participle of dovere, which is dovuto, ends in -i because it agrees in gender and number with the subject of the sentence.)Ho dovuto mangiare un panino al volo.I had to eat a sandwich on the move. Here dovere requires avere because mangiare requires it.Lets have a look at how to use the different
modal verbs with infinitives that take essere vs. avere in the passato prossimo:When the infinitive takes essere:When the infinitive takes avere:When the infinitive takes essere:When the infinitive takes avere:When the infinitive takes essere:When the infinitive takes avere:Including the aforementioned passato prossimo, there are seven compound tensesNo definition set for compound tensesLorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing elit, sed do eiusmod tempor incididunt ut labore et dolore magna aliqua. Ut enim ad minim veniam, quis nostrud
exercitation ullamco laboris nisi ut aliquip ex ea commodo consequat. Duis aute irure dolor in reprehenderit in voluptate velit esse cillum dolore eu fugiat nulla pariatur. Excepteur sint occaecat cupidatat non proident, sunt in culpa qui officia deserunt mollit anim id est laborum. in Italian. In all compound tenses, modals behave in the same way, taking the auxiliary of the verb they help. The only variation to keep in mind is the tense of the auxiliary, which changes depending on the compound tense.Lets observe how the tense of the auxiliary changes in the
following compound tenses:trapassato prossimo auxiliary in the imperfect tensePrima venire a vivere in Italia, avevo gi dovuto studiare italiano a scuola.Before coming to live in Italy, I had already had to study Italian in school.futuro anteriore auxiliary in the future tenseMichele non casa, sar voluto uscire a fare una passeggiata.Michele is not home, he must have wanted to go out for a walk.condizionale passato auxiliary in the present conditionalAvrebbero potuto prendere il treno per arrivare prima.They could have taken the train to get there earlier.To use
direct object pronouns, indirect object pronouns, double pronouns, or reflexive pronouns with dovere(have to), potere(can), and volere(want), put the pronoun either before the conjugated verb or after the infinitive and attached to it. To attach the pronoun to an infinitive, just drop the -e at the end and then add the pronoun as an ending.Devo chiamare mio fratello.I have to call my brother.Vorrei parlare con mia zia.I would like to talk to my aunt.direct objectindirect objectVoglio portare il computer a Marco.I want to bring the computer to Marco. I want to
bring it to him.I want to bring it to him.Potresti parlare a Laura del nostro progetto?Could you talk to Laura about our project?Could you talk to her about it?Could you talk to her about it?(sentence cannot be expressed without a reflexive pronoun)Ti devi comprare una giacca.You have to buy yourself a jacket.Devi comprarti una giacca.You have to buy yourself a jacket.In compound tenses, the pronoun can similarly be placed either before the whole verb (that is, before essere or avere), or after the infinitive. Both word order options are valid! They are 100%
equivalent and you can choose the one that you like the most! However, there are a couple tricky rules in compound tenses that you dont have to learn for simple tenses. Lets have a look:Putting the pronoun before essere/avere:leri li ho dovuti chiamare due volte.Yesterday, I had to call them twice.The past participle agrees with direct object pronouns that come before the verb!If you decide to place the direct pronoun/double pronoun before the verb, the past participle always needs to agree in gender and number with the direct object pronoun, regardless of
whether the auxiliary is essere or avere.This is why we say li ho dovuti above! Because li is masculine plural, the participle has its masculine plural ending.If the pronoun is a double pronoun, the participle will also agree with the gender and number of the direct object part of that pronoun.However, note that this rule only applies when the pronoun comes before the verb.Putting the pronoun after the infinitive:Ieri ho dovuto chiamarli due volte.Yesterday, I had to call them twice. Notice that theres no agreement with the past participle here! Yay!When using
reflexive pronouns with compound tenses, you can place the reflexive pronoun (like other pronouns) either before the auxiliary or after the infinitive. However, the two options may require different auxiliary verbs!pronoun + auxiliary + modal + infinitive use esserereflexive pronounauxiliaryTi sei dovuto comprare una giacca nuova.You had to buy yourself a new jacket. auxiliary + modal + infinitive + pronoun use the auxiliary required by the infinitive (essere or avere)auxiliaryreflexive pronounHai dovuto comprarti una giacca nuova.You had to buy yourself a
new jacket.When followed by a verb, an infinitive comes after dovere(must), potere(can), and volere(want).Italian modal verbs are irregular, so you need to learn their conjugations by heart.In compound tenses like the passato prossimo, modal verbs take the auxiliary verb of the main verb.With modal verbs, pronouns can be placed either before the conjugated verb or attached to the infinitive, by dropping the -e of the verb in the infinitive.But this is not all you need to know about modal verbs! Keep learning from our article on how to use dovere, potere, and
volere to learn when and why we use these verbs in the first place! Or maybe you want to skip to the end and read the third article in our series on modals: Non-modal uses of dovere, potere, and volere!Or if youre feeling confident, click the link to practice your knowledge of Italian modal verbs! The Mango Languages learning platform is designed to get you speaking like a local quickly and easily.Modal verb. Sounds like a scary grammatical term, doesnt it? Well, it actually isnt as fear-inducing as you might think!Modal verbs known as a verbi servili in Italian
always serve the verb that follows them. Their job is to express likelihood, ability, permission, request, capacity, suggestion, order, obligation, or advice, or in other words, matters beyond the factual here and now.In English, some of the most common modal verbs include can, could, may, might, shall, should, will, would, and must whereas in Italian, there are just four to worry about:Potereto can / to be able toDovereto have to / to mustSapereto know how to / to be able toLets take a moment to investigate each verb and understand how it is used in
context.Volere means to want or to wish in Italian and it is used to communicate desires and wishes. It conjugates in the following manner in the present tense:(io) voglio = I want(tu) vuoi = you want (singular, informal)(lui) vuole = he wants (lei) vuole = she wants(Lei) vuole = you want (singular, formal)(noi) vogliamo = we want(voi) volete = you want (plural)(loro) vogliono = they wantAny verb that follows the conjugated form of volere must be in its infinitive form. In the following sentence, for example, the verb restare (to stay) doesnt change after voglio (I
want).Voglio restare qui.I want to stay here.In its conditional form, the meaning of volere shifts from want to would like.(io) vorrei = I would like(tu) vorresti = you would like (singular, informal)(lui) vorrebbe = he would like(lei) vorrebbe = she would like(Lei) vorrebbe = you would like (singular, formal)(noi) vorremmo = we would like(voi) vorreste = you would like (plural)(loro) vorrebbero = they would likeHere again, you can place any infinitive verb after the conditional form of volere.Vorrei andare a casa.l would like to go home.Vorrei incontrare Babbo
Natale. = I would like to meet Santa Claus.Potere means can to be able or to be allowed to in Italian and it is used to describe possibilities, permission and abilities. It conjugates in the following manner:(io) posso = I can /I am able to /I am allowed to(tu) puoi = you can / you are able to / you are allowed to (singular, informal)(lui) pu = he can / he is able to / he is allowed to(lei) pu = she can / she is able to / she is allowed to(Lei) pu = you can / you are able to / you are allowed to (singular, formal)(noi) possiamo = we can / we are able to / we are allowed to(voi)
potete = you can / you are able to / you are allowed to (plural)(loro) possono = they can / they are able to / they are allowed toAs with volere, you can place another verb in its infinitive form after the conjugated form of potere to form a sentence. For example:Posso andare io a fare la spesa.l can / am able to go shopping.Puoi andare se vuoi.You can / are allowed to go if you want.In its conditional form, the meaning of potere shifts from can to could might or may. It is often used when making polite requests.(io) potrei = I could / I might / I may(tu) potresti = you
could / you may / you might (singular, informal)(lui) potrebbe = he could / he may / he might(lei) potrebbe = she could / she may / she might(Lei) potrebbe = you could / you may / you might (singular, formal)(noi) potremmo = we could / we may / we might(voi) potreste = you could / you may / you might (plural)(loro) potrebbero = they could / they may / they mightHere again, you can place any infinitive verb after the conditional form of potere.Potrei venire con voi se vi fa piacere.I could come with you if youd like.Oggi potrebbe piovere.It might / may rain
today.A common mistake learners make is to use potere to ask someone if they know how to do something. For example: Puoi cantare? = Can you sing? (Do you know how to sing?)Puoi cantare? = Can you sing? (I am asking you to sing for me. OR I am asking if you are allowed to sing.)To ask if someone knows how to do something, it is best to use the modal verb sapere which well explore further down.Ce la puoi fare! = You can do it!Dovere is a modal verb used to express obligations, needs and occasionally suppositions about something that is likely in
Italian. It usually translates as to have to must or to need to. Here is how it conjugates in the present tense:(io) devo = I have to / I must / I need to(tu) devi = you have to / you must / I need to (singular, informal)(lui) deve = he has to / he must / he needs to(lei) deve = she has to / she must / she needs to(Lei) deve = you have to / you must / you need to (singular, formal)(noi) dobbiamo = we have to / we must / we need to(voi) dovete = you have to / you must / you need to (plural)(loro) devono = they have to / they must / they need toHere are a couple of example
sentences that demonstrate how to use dovere in a sentence.Dobbiamo andare!We have to go! / We must go! / We need to go!Tu devi essere Maria. Piacere di conoscerti!You must be Maria. Pleasure to meet you!In its conditional form, dovere usually translates as should.(io) dovrei = I should(tu) dovresti = you should (singular, informal)(lui) dovrebbe = he should(lei) dovrebbe = she should(Lei) dovrebbe = you should (singular, formal)(noi) dovremmo = we should(voi) dovreste = you should (plural)(loro) dovrebbero = they shouldDovresti andare via.You
should leave.Devi fare il bravo! = You have to be good!Save for later!Sapere (whose primary translation is to know) isnt always officially classified as a modal verb in grammar books because it only has a modal function when the meaning is to be able to or to know how to do. Here is how you would conjugate it in the present tense:(io) so = I am able to / I know how to(tu) sai = you are able to / you know how to (singular, informal)(lui) sa = he is able to / he knows how to(lei) sa = she is able to / she knows how to(Lei) sa = you are able to / you know how to
(singular, formal)(noi) sappiamo = we are able to / we know how to(voi) sapete = you are able to / you know how to (plural)(loro) sanno = they are able to / they know how toAnd here are an example sentence showing it in use:Luisa sa cantare ma non sa ballare.Luisa knows how to sing but she doesnt know how to dance.Luisa is able to sing but she isnt able to dance.In its conditional form, sapere usually translates as would be able to could or would know how to.(io) saprei = I would be able to / I could / I would know how to(tu) sapresti = you would be able to
/ you could / you would know how to (singular, informal)(lui) saprebbe = he would be able to / he could / he would know how to(lei) saprebbe = she would be able to / she could / she would know how to(Lei) saprebbe = you would be able to / you could / you would know how to (singular, formal)(noi) sapremmo = we would be able to / we could / we would know how to(voi) sapreste = you would be able to / you could / you would know how to (plural)(loro) saprebbero = they would be able to / they could / they would know how toSapresti fare questo lavoro?Would
you know how to do this job?Wow, non sapevo che sapessi nuotare cos bene! = Wow, I didnt know you were able to swim so well!Heather Broster is a graduate with honours in linguistics from the University of Western Ontario. She is an aspiring polyglot, proficient in English and Italian, as well as Japanese, Welsh, and French to varying degrees of fluency. Originally from Toronto, Heather has resided in various countries, notably Italy for a period of six years. Her primary focus lies in the fields of language acquisition, education, and bilingual
instruction.Modal verb. Sounds like a scary grammatical term, doesnt it? Well, it actually isnt as fear-inducing as you might think!Modal verbs known as a verbi servili in Italian always serve the verb that follows them. Their job is to express likelihood, ability, permission, request, capacity, suggestion, order, obligation, or advice, or in other words, matters beyond the factual here and now.In English, some of the most common modal verbs include can, could, may, might, shall, should, will, would, and must whereas in Italian, there are just four to worry
about:Potereto can / to be able toDovereto have to / to mustSapereto know how to / to be able toLets take a moment to investigate each verb and understand how it is used in context.Volere means to want or to wish in Italian and it is used to communicate desires and wishes. It conjugates in the following manner in the present tense:(io) voglio = I want(tu) vuoi = you want (singular, informal)(lui) vuole = he wants (lei) vuole = she wants(Lei) vuole = you want (singular, formal)(noi) vogliamo = we want(voi) volete = you want (plural)(loro) vogliono = they
wantAny verb that follows the conjugated form of volere must be in its infinitive form. In the following sentence, for example, the verb restare (to stay) doesnt change after voglio (I want).Voglio restare qui.I want to stay here.In its conditional form, the meaning of volere shifts from want to would like.(io) vorrei = I would like(tu) vorresti = you would like (singular, informal)(lui) vorrebbe = he would like(lei) vorrebbe = she would like(Lei) vorrebbe = you would like (singular, formal)(noi) vorremmo = we would like(voi) vorreste = you would like (plural)(loro)
vorrebbero = they would likeHere again, you can place any infinitive verb after the conditional form of volere.Vorrei andare a casa.l would like to go home.Vorrei incontrare Babbo Natale. = [ would like to meet Santa Claus.Potere means can to be able or to be allowed to in Italian and it is used to describe possibilities, permission and abilities. It conjugates in the following manner:(io) posso = I can /I am able to /I am allowed to(tu) puoi = you can / you are able to / you are allowed to (singular, informal)(lui) pu = he can / he is able to / he is allowed to(lei) pu
= she can / she is able to / she is allowed to(Lei) pu = you can / you are able to / you are allowed to (singular, formal)(noi) possiamo = we can / we are able to / we are allowed to(voi) potete = you can / you are able to / you are allowed to (plural)(loro) possono = they can / they are able to / they are allowed toAs with volere, you can place another verb in its infinitive form after the conjugated form of potere to form a sentence. For example:Posso andare io a fare la spesa.l can / am able to go shopping.Puoi andare se vuoi.You can / are allowed to go if you want.In
its conditional form, the meaning of potere shifts from can to could might or may. It is often used when making polite requests.(io) potrei = I could / I might / I may(tu) potresti = you could / you may / you might (singular, informal)(lui) potrebbe = he could / he may / he might(lei) potrebbe = she could / she may / she might(Lei) potrebbe = you could / you may / you might (singular, formal)(noi) potremmo = we could / we may / we might(voi) potreste = you could / you may / you might (plural)(loro) potrebbero = they could / they may / they mightHere again, you
can place any infinitive verb after the conditional form of potere.Potrei venire con voi se vi fa piacere.I could come with you if youd like.Oggi potrebbe piovere.It might / may rain today.A common mistake learners make is to use potere to ask someone if they know how to do something. For example: Puoi cantare? = Can you sing? (Do you know how to sing?)Puoi cantare? = Can you sing? (I am asking you to sing for me. OR I am asking if you are allowed to sing.)To ask if someone knows how to do something, it is best to use the modal verb sapere which well
explore further down.Ce la puoi fare! = You can do it!Dovere is a modal verb used to express obligations, needs and occasionally suppositions about something that is likely in Italian. It usually translates as to have to must or to need to. Here is how it conjugates in the present tense:(io) devo = I have to / I must /I need to(tu) devi = you have to / you must / I need to (singular, informal)(lui) deve = he has to / he must / he needs to(lei) deve = she has to / she must / she needs to(Lei) deve = you have to / you must / you need to (singular, formal)(noi) dobbiamo =
we have to / we must / we need to(voi) dovete = you have to / you must / you need to (plural)(loro) devono = they have to / they must / they need toHere are a couple of example sentences that demonstrate how to use dovere in a sentence.Dobbiamo andare!We have to go! / We must go! / We need to go!Tu devi essere Maria. Piacere di conoscerti!You must be Maria. Pleasure to meet you!In its conditional form, dovere usually translates as should.(io) dovrei = I should(tu) dovresti = you should (singular, informal)(lui) dovrebbe = he should(lei) dovrebbe = she
should(Lei) dovrebbe = you should (singular, formal)(noi) dovremmo = we should(voi) dovreste = you should (plural)(loro) dovrebbero = they shouldDovresti andare via.You should leave.Devi fare il bravo! = You have to be good!Save for later!Sapere (whose primary translation is to know) isnt always officially classified as a modal verb in grammar books because it only has a modal function when the meaning is to be able to or to know how to do. Here is how you would conjugate it in the present tense:(io) so = I am able to / I know how to(tu) sai = you are able
to / you know how to (singular, informal)(lui) sa = he is able to / he knows how to(lei) sa = she is able to / she knows how to(Lei) sa = you are able to / you know how to (singular, formal)(noi) sappiamo = we are able to / we know how to(voi) sapete = you are able to / you know how to (plural)(loro) sanno = they are able to / they know how toAnd here are an example sentence showing it in use:Luisa sa cantare ma non sa ballare.Luisa knows how to sing but she doesnt know how to dance.Luisa is able to sing but she isnt able to dance.In its conditional form,
sapere usually translates as would be able to could or would know how to.(io) saprei = I would be able to /I could / I would know how to(tu) sapresti = you would be able to / you could / you would know how to (singular, informal)(lui) saprebbe = he would be able to / he could / he would know how to(lei) saprebbe = she would be able to / she could / she would know how to(Lei) saprebbe = you would be able to / you could / you would know how to (singular, formal)(noi) sapremmo = we would be able to / we could / we would know how to(voi) sapreste = you
would be able to / you could / you would know how to (plural)(loro) saprebbero = they would be able to / they could / they would know how toSapresti fare questo lavoro?Would you know how to do this job?Wow, non sapevo che sapessi nuotare cos bene! = Wow, I didnt know you were able to swim so well!Heather Broster is a graduate with honours in linguistics from the University of Western Ontario. She is an aspiring polyglot, proficient in English and Italian, as well as Japanese, Welsh, and French to varying degrees of fluency. Originally from Toronto,
Heather has resided in various countries, notably Italy for a period of six years. Her primary focus lies in the fields of language acquisition, education, and bilingual instruction.Go directly to:Italian modal verbs(verbi modali) are an essential part of mastering the Italian language. These verbs allow speakers to express necessity, ability, permission, or desire and are often used in combination with another verb in the infinitive. In this guide, well explore the four main Italian modal verbs, their conjugations, common tenses, and examples to help you use them
effectively.Modal verbs are auxiliary verbs that modify the meaning of the main verb they accompany. In Italian, the four primary modal verbs are:Potere to be able to, canDovere to have to, mustVolere to wantSapere to know how to (can, in terms of skill)These verbs are indispensable for everyday conversation and provide flexibility in expressing possibilities, obligations, and intentions.The present tense is the most commonly used tense for modal verbs, helping express current actions or
states.VerbloTuLui/LeiNoiVoiLoroPoterepossopuoipupossiamopotetepossonoDoveredevodevidevedobbiamodovetedevonoVolerevogliovuoivuolevogliamovoletevoglionoSaperesosaisasappiamosapetesannoExamples:Posso parlare con te?(Can I talk to you?)Devi fare i compiti.(You have to do your homework.)Voglio andare al mare.(I want to go to the beach.)Sai nuotare?(Do you know how to swim?)The passato prossimo is used to talk about completed actions in the past.VerbAuxiliary VerbParticipio
PassatoPotereAverePotutoDovereAvereDovutoVolereAvereVolutoSapereAvereSaputoExamples:Ho potuto vedere il film.(I was able to watch the movie.)Abbiamo dovuto studiare.(We had to study.)Hanno voluto partire presto.(They wanted to leave early.)Non ho saputo rispondere.(I didnt know how to respond.)Imperfetto: Used to describe habitual actions or states in the past.Dovevo lavorare ogni giorno.(I had to work every day.)Futuro Semplice: Used to discuss future obligations or possibilities.Potr visitarti domani.(I will be able to visit you
tomorrow.)Condizionale: Expresses politeness, hypothetical situations, or unfulfilled desires.Vorrei un caff.(I would like a coffee.)Modal verbs are typically followed by an infinitive verb to complete their meaning. For example:Posso uscire?(Can I go out?)Devo studiare stasera.(I have to study tonight.)Voglio mangiare un gelato.(I want to eat ice cream.)So parlare inglese.(I know how to speak English.)When used with reflexive verbs, the pronoun can either precede the modal verb or attach to the infinitive.Mi voglio lavare./Voglio lavarmi.(I want to wash
myself.)Devo svegliarmi presto./Mi devo svegliare presto.(I have to wake up early.)Understanding and mastering modal verbs is crucial for communicating effectively in Italian. These verbs are versatile and frequently used in daily life to express:Necessity:Devo studiare.(I have to study.)Possibility:Puoi venire domani?(Can you come tomorrow?)Desire:Voglio vedere un film.(I want to watch a movie.)Skill:So cucinare bene.(I know how to cook well.)Practice with everyday phrases: Modal verbs are common in daily interactions. Practice using them in real-life
scenarios.Memorize irregular conjugations: Modal verbs are irregular, so their conjugations dont follow standard patterns. Focus on memorization and repetition.Use flashcards or charts: Create a visual chart of the conjugations for each tense.Practice reflexive verbs: Ensure you can handle reflexive verbs combined with modals.Italian modal verbs are key to speaking Italian fluently and expressing yourself clearly. Start by mastering their conjugations in the present and passato prossimo tenses, and then expand to other tenses like the imperfetto and
condizionale. With consistent practice, youll soon be using modal verbs naturally in conversation.Whether youre just starting out or refining your skills, understandingItalian modal verbswill take your language abilities to the next level.Heres an expanded list of examples for eachItalian modal verbwith a variety of tenses, contexts, and sentence structures to give you a deeper understanding of how to use them.Posso uscire prima stasera?(Can I leave earlier tonight?)Puoi portarmi un bicchiere dacqua?(Can you bring me a glass of water?)Non possiamo andare
al mare oggi.(We cant go to the beach today.)Non ho potuto finire il lavoro in tempo.(I wasnt able to finish the work on time.)Abbiamo potuto vedere la Torre di Pisa.(We were able to see the Leaning Tower of Pisa.)Lui non ha potuto partecipare alla riunione.(He wasnt able to attend the meeting.)Quando ero piccolo, potevo correre per ore.(When I was a child, I could run for hours.)Non potevamo uscire la sera tardi.(We werent allowed to go out late at night.)Potrei venire con te, ma sono impegnato.(I could come with you, but Im busy.)Potreste aiutarmi a
trovare il mio telefono?(Could you help me find my phone?)Devo pulire la casa prima di uscire.(I have to clean the house before going out.)Dobbiamo rispettare le regole.(We must follow the rules.)Non devi preoccuparti per me.(You dont have to worry about me.)Ieri ho dovuto lavorare fino a tardi.(Yesterday, I had to work late.)Hanno dovuto prendere un taxi per arrivare in tempo.(They had to take a taxi to arrive on time.)Non abbiamo dovuto pagare il parcheggio.(We didnt have to pay for parking.)Dovevo studiare ogni sera per lesame.(I had to study every
evening for the exam.)Non dovevamo correre cos tanto a scuola.(We didnt have to run so much in school.)Dovresti mangiare pi verdure.(You should eat more vegetables.)Avrei dovuto ascoltare il tuo consiglio.(I should have listened to your advice.)Voglio vedere quel film stasera.(I want to watch that movie tonight.)Vuoi venire con me al concerto?(Do you want to come with me to the concert?)Non vogliamo andare in vacanza questanno.(We dont want to go on vacation this year.)Abbiamo voluto provare il nuovo ristorante.(We wanted to try the new
restaurant.)Non ha voluto parlare con nessuno.(He didnt want to talk to anyone.)Quando ero piccolo, volevo un cane.(When I was little, I wanted a dog.)Non volevano restare a casa tutto il giorno.(They didnt want to stay home all day.)Vorrei un caff, per favore.(I would like a coffee, please.)Avrei voluto visitare Roma, ma non ho avuto tempo.(I would have liked to visit Rome, but I didnt have time.)So parlare tre lingue.(I know how to speak three languages.)Sai suonare la chitarra?(Do you know how to play the guitar?)Non sappiamo nuotare molto bene.(We dont
know how to swim very well.)Non ho saputo rispondere alla domanda del professore.(I didnt know how to answer the professors question.)Hai saputo risolvere il problema?(Did you manage to solve the problem?)Non sapevo cucinare bene quando ero giovane.(I didnt know how to cook well when I was young.)Sapevamo gi che sarebbe arrivato in ritardo.(We already knew he would arrive late.)Saprei aiutarti, ma non ho gli strumenti giusti.(I would know how to help you, but I dont have the right tools.)Non avrei saputo cosa dire in quella situazione.(I wouldnt
have known what to say in that situation.)Puoi venire con me?(Can you come with me?)Dobbiamo comprare qualcosa per cena?(Do we have to buy something for dinner?)Vuoi una mano con i bagagli?(Do you want a hand with the luggage?)Sai dove si trova il bagno?(Do you know where the bathroom is?)Mi voglio riposare un po./Voglio riposarmi un po.(I want to rest a bit.)Ti devi svegliare presto domani./Devi svegliarti presto domani.(You have to wake up early tomorrow.)Ci siamo dovuti preparare velocemente./Abbiamo dovuto prepararci velocemente.(We had
to get ready quickly.)VerbloTuLui/LeiNoiVoiLoroPoterepossopuoipupossiamopotetepossonoDoveredevodevidevedobbiamodovetedevonoVolerevogliovuoivuolevogliamovoletevoglionoSaperesosaisasappiamosapetesannoVerbAuxiliary VerbPast
ParticiplePotereAverePotutoDovereAvereDovutoVolereAvereVolutoSapereAvereSaputoVerbloTuLui/LeiNoiVoiLoroPoterepotevopotevipotevapotevamopotevatepotevanoDoveredovevodovevidovevadovevamodovevatedovevanoVolerevolevovolevivolevavolevamovolevatevolevanoSaperesapevosapevisapevasapevamosapevatesapevanoVerbloTuLui/LeiNoiVoiLoroPoterepotreipotrestipotrebbepotremmopotrestepotrebberoDoveredovreidovrestidovrebbedovremmodovrestedovrebberoVolerevorreivorrestivorrebbevorremmovorrestevorrebberoSaperesapreisaprestisaprebl
guides to learn Italian:Must-have resource for learning Italian: Skip to content 2 Expressing permission to do something, synonymous with mayFor example: Can/may I please go now? You can/may take three of these The other very common scenario that we use can in English but which POTERE is NOT used in Italian is to express ability or skill, in the sense that you know how to do something. For example: I can speak five languages Marco can play the piano Can they read and write? The verb POTERE is NOT used for this can scenario. The verb used in this
case is SAPERE, which we address soon. The conjugation for the verb POTERE is laid out in the table below. POTERE to be able to / can To use the modal verb POTERE with other verbs to say that someone can do something, you use the following structure: [POTERE] + INFINITIVE POSSO MANGIARE I can eat PUOI PRENDERE you can take LEI PU DORMIRE you sir/maam can sleep POSSIAMO FARE we can do POTETE SCEGLIERE you guys can choose POSSONO FINIRE they can finish The modal verb DOVERE expresses obligation. While to have to and
must are used in slightly different scenarios and contexts in English, both of these meanings are covered by the verb DOVERE in Italian. The conjugation for the verb DOVERE is laid out in the table below. DOVERE to have to / must To use the modal verb DOVERE with other verbs to say that someone has to do something, you use the following structure: [DOVERE] + INFINITIVE DEVO MANGIARE I have to eat DEVI PRENDERE you have to take LUI DEVE DORMIRE he has to sleep DOBBIAMO FARE we have to do DOVETE SCEGLIERE you guys have to
choose DEVONO FINIRE they have to finish As explained before, there are two ways to express the concept of can in Italian. SAPERE on its own simply means to know, but when used as a modal verb, it expresses the ability or skill of doing something, in other words, knowing how to do something. The conjugation for the verb SAPERE is laid out in the table below. SAPERE to know / can To use the modal verb SAPERE with other verbs to say that someone can do something, you use the following structure: [SAPERE] + INFINITIVE SO PARLARE I can speak
SAI APRIRE you can open LUI SA TOGLIERE he can remove SAPPIAMO FARE we can do SAPETE COSTRUIRE you guys can construct SANNO PULIRE they can clean
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