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Official websites use .govA .gov website belongs to an official government organization in the United States. Secure .gov websites use HTTPS A lock ( A locked padlock ) or https:// means youve safely connected to the .gov website. Share sensitive information only on official, secure websites. United States Department of Transportation Before you can
fly solo. You don't need a student pilot certificate to take flying lessons. Am I eligible for a student pilot certificate? You are eligible if: You are at least 16 years old. If you plan to pilot a glider or balloon, you must be at least 14 years old. You can read, speak, and understand English How do I get a student pilot certificate? You must complete an
application through the Integrated Airman Certification and Rating Application (IACRA) website or by paper using FAA form 8710-1 and submit it to a Flight Standards District Office (FSDO), an FAA-designated pilot examiner, an airman certification representative associated with a part 141 flight school, or a certificated flight instructor. The
authorized individual will process your application and submit the required documents to the Airmen Certification Branch. Once, reviewed by Airman Certification Branch, the student pilot certificate will be mailed to the address provided by you on the application. How long will it be before I receive my student pilot certificate by mail? In
approximately three weeks. Utilizing the Integrated Airman Certification and Rating Application (IACRA) will minimize this time. How do I get a medical certificate? Aviation Medical Examiners (AME) will continue issuing aviation medical certificates. A list of AMEs in your area can be found at . How long are my student pilot certificate and my
medical certificate valid? Student pilot and medical certificate are no longer the same document, therefore, refer to 14 CFR 61.23 for complete information on duration of a medical certificate. After April 1, 2016, Student pilot certificates do not expire; the certificate will be surrendered and superseded upon successful completion of the higher
certification. Student pilot certificates issued prior to April 1, 2016, will expire according to their expiration date, either 24 or 60 months from the date of issuance. Can I renew my student certificate or medical certificate? No, but you can get a new one. With a new student pilot certificate, is my flight instructor still required to place endorsements on
it? No. All solo endorsements are placed in the student loghook and are no longer required to be on the student pilot certificate. Any previous endorsements on a paper student pilot certificate should be maintained as part of the required training record. If I solo in more than one make or model of aircraft, must I have an endorsement for each on my
logbook? Yes. Your flight instructor must make this endorsement before you solo in each make or model of aircraft. A list of endorsements can be found in the current edition of Advisory Circular 61.65. Does the endorsement to solo allow me to make solo cross-country flights? No. You also have to get a cross-country flight endorsement from your
flight instructor. Must I carry my student pilot certificate and medical certificate with me when I am piloting an aircraft in solo flight? Yes. Is there a charge for the student pilot certificate? There is no charge for application made directly to the Flight Standards District Office (FSDO). However, an FAA-designated pilot examiner, an airman
certification representative associated with a part 141 flight school, or a certificated flight instructor can charge a reasonable fee for processing an application for student pilot certificates. Decide what you want to fly. FAA's rules for getting a pilot's license (certificate) differ depending on the type of aircraft you fly. You can choose among airplanes,
gyroplanes, helicopters, gliders, balloons, or airships. If you are interested in flying ultralight vehicles, you don't need a pilot's license. You should also think about what type of flying you want to do. There are several different types of pilot's licenses, from student pilot all the way up to airline transport pilot. The information below describes the
eligibility, training, experience, and testing requirements for Student Pilots, Recreational Pilots and Private Pilots. If you didn't find what you need above, please contact your nearest FAA Flight Standards District Office. FAA.gov |Privacy Policy|Web Policies & Notices| Site Map | Contact Us | Frequently Asked Questions | Forms Pilot training is
available on-site at most airports, either through an FAA-certificated (approved) pilot school* or through other training providers. An approved school may be able to provide a greater variety of training aids, dedicated facilities, and more flexibility in scheduling. A number of colleges and universities also provide pilot training as a part of their
curricula. * FAA-approved pilot schools are certificated in accordance with Title 14, Code of Federal Regulations part 141. Enrollment in an FAA-approved pilot school usually ensures a high quality of training. Approved schools must meet prescribed standards with respect to equipment, facilities, personnel, and curricula. However, individual flight
instructors and training companies that are not certificated by the FAA as "pilot schools" may also offer high quality training, but find it impractical to qualify for FAA certification. Another difference between training provided by FAA-approved pilot schools and other providers is that fewer flight hours are required to be eligible for a pilot certificate
when the training is received through an approved school. The flight hour requirement for a private pilot certificate is normally 40 hours, but may be reduced to 35 hours when training with an approved school. However, since most people require 60 to 75 hours of training, this difference may be insignificant. Check for FAA-approved pilot school
locations online,orcontact your local FSDO for training providers in your area. Choosing A Training Provider You must make your own decision on where to obtain flight training. Once you have decided on a general location, you might want to make a checklist of things to look for in a training provider. By talking to pilots and reading articles in flight
magazines, you can make your checklist and evaluate different options. Your choice of a provider might depend on whether you are planning on obtaining a recreational or private certificate or whether you intend to pursue a career as a professional pilot. Another consideration is whether you will train part-time or full-time. Do not make the mistake
of making your determination based on financial concerns alone. The quality of training you receive is very important. Prior to making a final decision, visit the provider you are considering and talk with management, instructors, and students. Evaluate the items on the checklist you developed and then take some time to think things over before
making your decision. After you have decided where you will learn to fly and have made the necessary arrangements, you are ready to start your training. An important fact: ground and flight training should be obtained as regularly and frequently as possible. This assures maximum retention of instruction and the achievement of proficiency with the
least expenditure of time and money.
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