Click to prove
you're human



https://vikitisewiw.godoxevez.com/554743128969887603277634930206509591579932?liwemixebadofepusizudolawixebatudijabojoragaredegimizofatebapurikawekarogatevagarumuwajozi=zukumulapizatedeziwotiwifigoxijepupavuvuzatedopomedixiwodudijazerurojisevejibagukobipuribiwusajotoxozerizujuravepizugekovetefixifupalakogovezimixarewegodexivapuxekasivunofakitukovobaxunurunolatelixeduzajurubol&utm_kwd=what+are+the+12+gospels&fonikamopibukalotebavipepimoserubinuxuvutaraz=lusajibatukikafojadatowozofokakibezigevisanemituzinijegupijunoxuneluwetasotifosapulezowunopakovudapovevixogaxagovalixesafugokarexiwosubajamekeneb


































The First Gospel John 13:31-18:1 SO, WHEN HE HAD GONE OUT, Jesus said, Now the Son of Man is glorified, and God is glorified in Him. If God is glorified in Him, God will also glorify Him in Himself, and glorify Him immediately. Little children, I shall be with you a little while longer. You will seek Me; and as I said to the Jews, "Where I am going,
you cannot come,' so now I say to you. A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another; as I have loved you, that you also love one another. By this all will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another. Simon Peter said to Him, Lord, where are You going? Jesus answered him, Where I am going you cannot follow Me
now, but you shall follow Me afterward. Peter said to Him, Lord, why can I not follow You now? I will lay down my life for Your sake. Jesus answered him, Will you lay down your life for My sake? Most assuredly, I say to you, the rooster shall not crow till you have denied Me three times. Let not your heart be troubled; you believe in God, believe also in
Me. In My Father's house are many mansions; if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you to Myself; that where I am, there you may be also. And where I go you know, and the way you know. Thomas said to Him, Lord, we do not know where You are
going, and how can we know the way? Jesus said to him, I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through Me. If you had known Me, you would have known My Father also; and from now on you know Him and have seen Him. Philip said to Him, Lord, show us the Father, and it is sufficient for us. Jesus said to him, Have
I been with you so long, and yet you have not known Me, Philip? He who has seen Me has seen the Father; so how can you say, 'Show us the Father'? Do you not believe that I am in the Father, and the Father in Me? The words that I speak to you I do not speak on My own authority; but the Father who dwells in Me does the works. Believe Me that I
am in the Father and the Father in Me, or else believe Me for the sake of the works themselves. Most assuredly, I say to you, he who believes in Me, the works that I do he will do also; and greater works than these he will do, because I go to My Father. And whatever you ask in My name, that I will do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son. If you
ask anything in My name, I will do it. If you love Me, keep My commandments. And I will pray the Father, and He will give you another Helper, that He may abide with you forever; the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees Him nor knows Him; but you know Him, for He dwells with you and will be in you. I will not
leave you orphans; I will come to you. A little while longer and the world will see Me no more, but you will see Me. Because I live, you will live also. At that day you will know that I am in My Father, and you in Me, and I in you. He who has My commandments and keeps them, it is he who loves Me. And he who loves Me will be loved by My Father, and
I will love him and manifest Myself to him. Judas (not Iscariot) said to Him, Lord, how is it that You will manifest Yourself to us, and not to the world? Jesus answered and said to him, If anyone loves Me, he will keep My word; and My Father will love him, and We will come to him and make Our home with him. He who does not love Me does not keep
My words; and the word which you hear is not Mine but the Father's who sent Me. These things I have spoken to you while being present with you. But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, He will teach you all things, and bring to your remembrance all things that I said to you. Peace I leave with you, My peace I give to
you; not as the world gives do I give to you. Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid. You have heard Me say to you, 'l am going away and coming back to you.' If you loved Me, you would rejoice because I said, 'I am going to the Father,' for My Father is greater than I. And now I have told you before it comes, that when it does come to
pass, you may believe. I will no longer talk much with you, for the ruler of this world is coming, and he has nothing in Me. But that the world may know that I love the Father, and as the Father gave Me commandment, so I do. Arise, let us go from here. I am the true vine, and My Father is the vinedresser. Every branch in Me that does not bear fruit
He takes away; and every branch that bears fruit He prunes, that it may bear more fruit. You are already clean because of the word which I have spoken to you. Abide in Me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in Me. I am the vine, you are the branches. He who abides in
Me, and I in him, bears much fruit; for without Me you can do nothing. If anyone does not abide in Me, he is cast out as a branch and is withered; and they gather them and throw them into the fire, and they are burned. If you abide in Me, and My words abide in you, you will ask what you desire, and it shall be done for you. By this My Father is
glorified, that you bear much fruit; so you will be My disciples. As the Father loved Me, I also have loved you; abide in My love. If you keep My commandments, you will abide in My love, just as I have kept My Father's commandments and abide in His love. These things I have spoken to you, that My joy may remain in you, and that your joy may be full.
This is My commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. Greater love has no one than this, than to lay down one's life for his friends. You are My friends if you do whatever I command you. No longer do I call you servants, for a servant does not know what his master is doing; but I have called you friends, for all things that I heard from
My Father I have made known to you. You did not choose Me, but I chose you and appointed you that you should go and bear fruit, and that your fruit should remain, that whatever you ask the Father in My name He may give you. These things I command you, that you love one another. If the world hates you, you know that it hated Me before it hated
you. If you were of the world, the world would love its own. Yet because you are not of the world, but I chose you out of the world, therefore the world hates you. Remember the word that I said to you, 'A servant is not greater than his master.' If they persecuted Me, they will also persecute you. If they kept My word, they will keep yours also. But all
these things they will do to you for My name's sake, because they do not know Him who sent Me. If I had not come and spoken to them, they would have no sin, but now they have no excuse for their sin. He who hates Me hates My Father also. If I had not done among them the works which no one else did, they would have no sin; but now they have
seen and also hated both Me and My Father. But this happened that the word might be fulfilled which is written in their law, 'They hated Me without a cause.' But when the Helper comes, whom I shall send to you from the Father, the Spirit of truth who proceeds from the Father, He will testify of Me. And you also will bear witness, because you have
been with Me from the beginning. These things I have spoken to you, that you should not be made to stumble. They will put you out of the synagogues; yes, the time is coming that whoever Kills you will think that he offers God service. And these things they will do to you because they have not known the Father nor Me. But these things I have told
you, that when the time comes, you may remember that I told you of them. And these things I did not say to you at the beginning, because I was with you. But now I go away to Him who sent Me, and none of you asks Me, 'Where are You going?' But because I have said these things to you, sorrow has filled your heart. Nevertheless I tell you the truth.
It is to your advantage that I go away; for if I do not go away, the Helper will not come to you; but if I depart, I will send Him to you. And when He has come, He will convict the world of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment: of sin, because they do not believe in Me; of righteousness, because I go to My Father and you see Me no more; of
judgment, because the ruler of this world is judged. I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now. However, when He, the Spirit of truth, has come, He will guide you into all truth; for He will not speak on His own authority, but whatever He hears He will speak; and He will tell you things to come. He will glorify Me, for He will
take of what is Mine and declare it to you. All things that the Father has are Mine. Therefore I said that He will take of Mine and declare it to you. A little while, and you will not see Me; and again a little while, and you will see Me, because I go to the Father. Then some of His disciples said among themselves, What is this that He says to us, 'A little
while, and you will not see Me; and again a little while, and you will see Me'; and, 'because I go to the Father'? They said therefore, What is this that He says, 'A little while'? We do not know what He is saying. Now Jesus knew that they desired to ask Him, and He said to them, Are you inquiring among yourselves about what I said, 'A little while, and
you will not see Me; and again a little while, and you will see Me'? Most assuredly, I say to you that you will weep and lament, but the world will rejoice; and you will be sorrowful, but your sorrow will be turned into joy. A woman, when she is in labor, has sorrow because her hour has come; but as soon as she has given birth to the child, she no longer
remembers the anguish, for joy that a human being has been born into the world. Therefore you now have sorrow; but I will see you again and your heart will rejoice, and your joy no one will take from you. And in that day you will ask Me nothing. Most assuredly, I say to you, whatever you ask the Father in My name He will give you. Until now you
have asked nothing in My name. Ask, and you will receive, that your joy may be full. These things I have spoken to you in figurative language; but the time is coming when I will no longer speak to you in figurative language, but I will tell you plainly about the Father. In that day you will ask in My name, and I do not say to you that I shall pray the
Father for you; for the Father Himself loves you, because you have loved Me, and have believed that I came forth from God. I came forth from the Father and have come into the world. Again, I leave the world and go to the Father. His disciples said to Him, See, now You are speaking plainly, and using no figure of speech! Now we are sure that You
know all things, and have no need that anyone should question You. By this we believe that You came forth from God. Jesus answered them, Do you now believe? Indeed the hour is coming, yes, has now come, that you will be scattered, each to his own, and will leave Me alone. And yet I am not alone, because the Father is with Me. These things I have
spoken to you, that in Me you may have peace. In the world you will have tribulation; but be of good cheer, I have overcome the world. Jesus spoke these words, lifted up His eyes to heaven, and said: Father, the hour has come. Glorify Your Son, that Your Son also may glorify You, as You have given Him authority over all flesh, that He should give
eternal life to as many as You have given Him. And this is eternal life, that they may know You, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom You have sent. I have glorified You on the earth. I have finished the work which You have given Me to do. And now, O Father, glorify Me together with Yourself, with the glory which I had with You before the world
was. I have manifested Your name to the men whom You have given Me out of the world. They were Yours, You gave them to Me, and they have kept Your word. Now they have known that all things which You have given Me are from You. For I have given to them the words which You have given Me; and they have received them, and have known
surely that I came forth from You; and they have believed that You sent Me. I pray for them. I do not pray for the world but for those whom You have given Me, for they are Yours. And all Mine are Yours, and Yours are Mine, and I am glorified in them. Now I am no longer in the world, but these are in the world, and I come to You. Holy Father, keep
through Your name those whom You have given Me, that they may be one as We are. While I was with them in the world, I kept them in Your name. Those whom You gave Me I have kept; and none of them is lost except the son of perdition, that the Scripture might be fulfilled. But now I come to You, and these things I speak in the world, that they may
have My joy fulfilled in themselves. I have given them Your word; and the world has hated them because they are not of the world, just as I am not of the world. I do not pray that You should take them out of the world, but that You should keep them from the evil one. They are not of the world, just as I am not of the world. Sanctify them by Your truth.
Your word is truth. As You sent Me into the world, I also have sent them into the world. And for their sakes I sanctify Myself, that they also may be sanctified by the truth. I do not pray for these alone, but also for those who will believe in Me through their word; that they all may be one, as You, Father, are in Me, and I in You; that they also may be one
in Us, that the world may believe that You sent Me. And the glory which You gave Me I have given them, that they may be one just as We are one: I in them, and You in Me; that they may be made perfect in one, and that the world may know that You have sent Me, and have loved them as You have loved Me. Father, I desire that they also whom You
gave Me may be with Me where I am, that they may behold My glory which You have given Me; for You loved Me before the foundation of the world. O righteous Father! The world has not known You, but I have known You; and these have known that You sent Me. And I have declared to them Your name, and will declare it, that the love with which
You loved Me may be in them, and I in them. When Jesus had spoken these words, He went out with His disciples over the Brook Kidron, where there was a garden, which He and His disciples entered. The Second Gospel John 18:1-28 Jesus went out with His disciples over the Brook Kidron, where there was a garden, which He and His disciples
entered. And Judas, who betrayed Him, also knew the place; for Jesus often met there with His disciples. Then Judas, having received a detachment of troops, and officers from the chief priests and Pharisees, came there with lanterns, torches, and weapons. Jesus therefore, knowing all things that would come upon Him, went forward and said to them,
Whom are you seeking? They answered Him, Jesus of Nazareth. Jesus said to them, I am He. And Judas, who betrayed Him, also stood with them. Now when He said to them, I am He, they drew back and fell to the ground. Then He asked them again, Whom are you seeking? And they said, Jesus of Nazareth. Jesus answered, I have told you that [ am
He. Therefore, if you seek Me, let these go their way, that the saying might be fulfilled which He spoke, Of those whom You gave Me I have lost none. Then Simon Peter, having a sword, drew it and struck the high priest's servant, and cut off his right ear. The servant's name was Malchus. So Jesus said to Peter, Put your sword into the sheath. Shall I
not drink the cup which My Father has given Me? Then the detachment of troops and the captain and the officers of the Jews arrested Jesus and bound Him. And they led Him away to Annas first, for he was the father-in-law of Caiaphas who was high priest that year. Now it was Caiaphas who advised the Jews that it was expedient that one man
should die for the people. And Simon Peter followed Jesus, and so did another disciple. Now that disciple was known to the high priest, and went with Jesus into the courtyard of the high priest. But Peter stood at the door outside. Then the other disciple, who was known to the high priest, went out and spoke to her who kept the door, and brought
Peter in. Then the servant girl who kept the door said to Peter, You are not also one of this Man's disciples, are you? He said, I am not. Now the servants and officers who had made a fire of coals stood there, for it was cold, and they warmed themselves. And Peter stood with them and warmed himself. The high priest then asked Jesus about His
disciples and His doctrine. Jesus answered him, I spoke openly to the world. I always taught in synagogues and in the temple, where the Jews always meet, and in secret I have said nothing. Why do you ask Me? Ask those who have heard Me what I said to them. Indeed they know what I said. And when He had said these things, one of the officers who
stood by struck Jesus with the palm of his hand, saying, Do You answer the high priest like that? Jesus answered him, If I have spoken evil, bear witness of the evil; but if well, why do you strike Me? Then Annas sent Him bound to Caiaphas the high priest. Now Simon Peter stood and warmed himself. Therefore they said to him, You are not also one of
His disciples, are you? He denied it and said, I am not! One of the servants of the high priest, a relative of him whose ear Peter cut off, said, Did I not see you in the garden with Him? Peter then denied again; and immediately a rooster crowed. Then they led Jesus from Caiaphas to the Praetorium, and it was early morning. But they themselves did not
go into the Praetorium, lest they should be defiled, but that they might eat the Passover. The Third Gospel Mat 26:57-75 The soldiers had laid hold of Jesus and led Him away to Caiaphas the high priest, where the scribes and the elders were assembled. But Peter followed Him at a distance to the high priest's courtyard. And he went in and sat with
the servants to see the end. Now the chief priests, the elders, and all the council sought false testimony against Jesus to put Him to death, but found none. Even though many false witnesses came forward, they found none. But at last two false witnesses came forward and said, This fellow said, 'I am able to destroy the temple of God and to build it in
three days.' And the high priest arose and said to Him, Do You answer nothing? What is it these men testify against You? But Jesus kept silent. And the high priest answered and said to Him, I put You under oath by the living God: Tell us if You are the Christ, the Son of God! Jesus said to him, It is as you said. Nevertheless, I say to you, hereafter you
will see the Son of Man sitting at the right hand of the Power, and coming on the clouds of heaven. Then the high priest tore his clothes, saying, He has spoken blasphemy! What further need do we have of witnesses? Look, now you have heard His blasphemy! What do you think? They answered and said, He is deserving of death. Then they spat in His
face and beat Him; and others struck Him with the palms of their hands, saying, Prophesy to us, Christ! Who is the one who struck You? Now Peter sat outside in the courtyard. And a servant girl came to him, saying, You also were with Jesus of Galilee. But he denied it before them all, saying, I do not know what you are saying. And when he had gone
out to the gateway, another girl saw him and said to those who were there, This fellow also was with Jesus of Nazareth. But again he denied with an oath, I do not know the Man! And a little later those who stood by came up and said to Peter, Surely you also are one of them, for your speech betrays you. Then he began to curse and swear, saying, I do
not know the Man! Immediately a rooster crowed. And Peter remembered the word of Jesus who had said to him, Before the rooster crows, you will deny Me three times. So he went out and wept bitterly. The Fourth Gospel John 18:28-19:16 Then they led Jesus from Caiaphas to the Praetorium, and it was early morning. But they themselves did not go
into the Praetorium, lest they should be defiled, but that they might eat the Passover. Pilate then went out to them and said, What accusation do you bring against this Man? They answered and said to him, If He were not an evildoer, we would not have delivered Him up to you. Then Pilate said to them, You take Him and judge Him according to your
law. Therefore the Jews said to him, It is not lawful for us to put anyone to death, that the saying of Jesus might be fulfilled which He spoke, signifying by what death He would die. Then Pilate entered the Praetorium again, called Jesus, and said to Him, Are You the King of the Jews? Jesus answered him, Are you speaking for yourself about this, or did
others tell you this concerning Me? Pilate answered, Am I a Jew? Your own nation and the chief priests have delivered You to me. What have You done? Jesus answered, My kingdom is not of this world. If My kingdom were of this world, My servants would fight, so that I should not be delivered to the Jews; but now My kingdom is not from here. Pilate
therefore said to Him, Are You a king then? Jesus answered, You say rightly that I am a king. For this cause I was born, and for this cause I have come into the world, that I should bear witness to the truth. Everyone who is of the truth hears My voice. Pilate said to Him, What is truth? And when he had said this, he went out again to the Jews, and said
to them, I find no fault in Him at all. But you have a custom that I should release someone to you at the Passover. Do you therefore want me to release to you the King of the Jews? Then they all cried again, saying, Not this Man, but Barabbas! Now Barabbas was a robber. So then Pilate took Jesus and scourged Him. And the soldiers twisted a crown of
thorns and put it on His head, and they put on Him a purple robe. Then they said, Hail, King of the Jews! And they struck Him with their hands. Pilate then went out again, and said to them, Behold, I am bringing Him out to you, that you may know that I find no fault in Him. Then Jesus came out, wearing the crown of thorns and the purple robe. And
Pilate said to them, Behold the Man! Therefore, when the chief priests and officers saw Him, they cried out, saying, Crucify Him, crucify Him! Pilate said to them, You take Him and crucify Him, for I find no fault in Him. The Jews answered him, We have a law, and according to our law He ought to die, because He made Himself the Son of God.
Therefore, when Pilate heard that saying, he was the more afraid, and went again into the Praetorium, and said to Jesus, Where are You from? But Jesus gave him no answer. Then Pilate said to Him, Are You not speaking to me? Do You not know that I have power to crucify You, and power to release You? Jesus answered, You could have no power at
all against Me unless it had been given you from above. Therefore the one who delivered Me to you has the greater sin. From then on Pilate sought to release Him, but the Jews cried out, saying, If you let this Man go, you are not Caesar's friend. Whoever makes himself a king speaks against Caesar. When Pilate therefore heard that saying, he brought
Jesus out and sat down in the judgment seat in a place that is called The Pavement, but in Hebrew, Gabbatha. Now it was the Preparation Day of the Passover, and about the sixth hour. And he said to the Jews, Behold your King! But they cried out, Away with Him, away with Him! Crucify Him! Pilate said to them, Shall I crucify your King? The chief
priests answered, We have no king but Caesar! Then he delivered Him to them to be crucified. So they took Jesus and led Him away. The Fifth Gospel Mat 27:3-32 Then Judas, His betrayer, seeing that He had been condemned, was remorseful and brought back the thirty pieces of silver to the chief priests and elders, saying, I have sinned by betraying
innocent blood. And they said, What is that to us? You see to it! Then he threw down the pieces of silver in the temple and departed, and went and hanged himself. But the chief priests took the silver pieces and said, It is not lawful to put them into the treasury, because they are the price of blood. And they consulted together and bought with them the
potter's field, to bury strangers in. Therefore that field has been called the Field of Blood to this day. Then was fulfilled what was spoken by Jeremiah the prophet, saying, And they took the thirty pieces of silver, the value of Him who was priced, whom they of the children of Israel priced, and gave them for the potter's field, as the LORD directed me.
Now Jesus stood before the governor. And the governor asked Him, saying, Are You the King of the Jews? So Jesus said to him, It is as you say. And while He was being accused by the chief priests and elders, He answered nothing. Then Pilate said to Him, Do You not hear how many things they testify against You? But He answered him not one word,
so that the governor marveled greatly. Now at the feast the governor was accustomed to releasing to the multitude one prisoner whom they wished. And at that time they had a notorious prisoner called Barabbas. Therefore, when they had gathered together, Pilate said to them, Whom do you want me to release to you? Barabbas, or Jesus who is
called Christ? For he knew that they had handed Him over because of envy. While he was sitting on the judgment seat, his wife sent to him, saying, Have nothing to do with that just Man, for I have suffered many things today in a dream because of Him. But the chief priests and elders persuaded the multitudes that they should ask for Barabbas and
destroy Jesus. The governor answered and said to them, Which of the two do you want me to release to you? They said, Barabbas! Pilate said to them, What then shall I do with Jesus who is called Christ? They all said to him, Let Him be crucified! Then the governor said, Why, what evil has He done? But they cried out all the more, saying, Let Him be
crucified! When Pilate saw that he could not prevail at all, but rather that a tumult was rising, he took water and washed his hands before the multitude, saying, I am innocent of the blood of this just Person. You see to it. And all the people answered and said, His blood be on us and on our children. Then he released Barabbas to them; and when he
had scourged Jesus, he delivered Him to be crucified. Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus into the Praetorium and gathered the whole garrison around Him. And they stripped Him and put a scarlet robe on Him. When they had twisted a crown of thorns, they put it on His head, and a reed in His right hand. And they bowed the knee before
Him and mocked Him, saying, Hail, King of the Jews! Then they spat on Him, and took the reed and struck Him on the head. And when they had mocked Him, they took the robe off Him, put His own clothes on Him, and led Him away to be crucified. Now as they came out, they found a man of Cyrene, Simon by name. Him they compelled to bear His
cross. The Sixth Gospel Mark 15:16-32 Then the soldiers led Him away into the hall called Praetorium, and they called together the whole garrison. And they clothed Him with purple; and they twisted a crown of thorns, put it on His head, and began to salute Him, Hail, King of the Jews! Then they struck Him on the head with a reed and spat on Him;
and bowing the knee, they worshiped Him. And when they had mocked Him, they took the purple off Him, put His own clothes on Him, and led Him out to crucify Him. Then they compelled a certain man, Simon a Cyrenian, the father of Alexander and Rufus, as he was coming out of the country and passing by, to bear His cross. And they brought Him
to the place Golgotha, which is translated, Place of a Skull. Then they gave Him wine mingled with myrrh to drink, but He did not take it. And when they crucified Him, they divided His garments, casting lots for them to determine what every man should take. Now it was the third hour, and they crucified Him. And the inscription of His accusation was
written above: THE KING OF THE JEWS. With Him they also crucified two robbers, one on His right and the other on His left. So the Scripture was fulfilled which says, And He was numbered with the transgressors. And those who passed by blasphemed Him, wagging their heads and saying, Aha! You who destroy the temple and build it in three days,
save Yourself, and come down from the cross! Likewise the chief priests also, mocking among themselves with the scribes, said, He saved others; Himself He cannot save. Let the Christ, the King of Israel, descend now from the cross, that we may see and believe. The Seventh Gospel Mat 27:33-54 When they had come to a place called Golgotha, that
is to say, Place of a Skull, they gave Him sour wine mingled with gall to drink. But when He had tasted it, He would not drink. Then they crucified Him, and divided His garments, casting lots, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the prophet: They divided My garments among them, And for My clothing they cast lots. Sitting down, they kept
watch over Him there. And they put up over His head the accusation written against Him: this is Jesus the king of the Jews. Then two robbers were crucified with Him, one on the right and another on the left. And those who passed by blasphemed Him, wagging their heads and saying, You who destroy the temple and build it in three days, save
Yourself! If You are the Son of God, come down from the cross. Likewise the chief priests also, mocking with the scribes and elders, said, He saved others; Himself He cannot save. If He is the King of Israel, let Him now come down from the cross, and we will believe Him. He trusted in God; let Him deliver Him now if He will have Him; for He said, 'I
am the Son of God.' Even the robbers who were crucified with Him reviled Him with the same thing. Now from the sixth hour until the ninth hour there was darkness over all the land. And about the ninth hour Jesus cried out with a loud voice, saying, Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani? that is, My God, My God, why have You forsaken Me? Some of those who
stood there, when they heard that, said, This Man is calling for Elijah! Immediately one of them ran and took a sponge, filled it with sour wine and put it on a reed, and offered it to Him to drink. The rest said, Let Him alone; let us see if Elijah will come to save Him. And Jesus cried out again with a loud voice, and yielded up His spirit. Then, behold,
the veil of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom; and the earth quaked, and the rocks were split, and the graves were opened; and many bodies of the saints who had fallen asleep were raised; and coming out of the graves after His resurrection, they went into the holy city and appeared to many. So when the centurion and those with him,
who were guarding Jesus, saw the earthquake and the things that had happened, they feared greatly, saying, Truly this was the Son of God! The Eighth Gospel Luke 23:32-49 There were also two others, criminals, led with Him to be put to death. And when they had come to the place called Calvary, there they crucified Him, and the criminals, one on
the right hand and the other on the left. Then Jesus said, Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they do. And they divided His garments and cast lots. And the people stood looking on. But even the rulers with them sneered, saying, He saved others; let Him save Himself if He is the Christ, the chosen of God. The soldiers also mocked Him,
coming and offering Him sour wine, and saying, If You are the King of the Jews, save Yourself. And an inscription also was written over Him in letters of Greek, Latin, and Hebrew: this is the king of the Jews. Then one of the criminals who were hanged blasphemed Him, saying, If You are the Christ, save Yourself and us. But the other, answering,
rebuked him, saying, Do you not even fear God, seeing you are under the same condemnation? And we indeed justly, for we receive the due reward of our deeds; but this Man has done nothing wrong. Then he said to Jesus, Lord, remember me when You come into Your kingdom. And Jesus said to him, Assuredly, I say to you, today you will be with Me
in Paradise. Now it was about the sixth hour, and there was darkness over all the earth until the ninth hour. Then the sun was darkened, and the veil of the temple was torn in two. And when Jesus had cried out with a loud voice, He said, Father, 'into Your hands I commit My spirit.' Having said this, He breathed His last. So when the centurion saw
what had happened, he glorified God, saying, Certainly this was a righteous Man! And the whole crowd who came together to that sight, seeing what had been done, beat their breasts and returned. But all His acquaintances, and the women who followed Him from Galilee, stood at a distance, watching these things. The Ninth Gospel John 19:25-37
Now there stood by the cross of Jesus His mother, and His mother's sister, Mary the wife of Cleopas, and Mary Magdalene. When Jesus therefore saw His mother, and the disciple whom He loved standing by, He said to His mother, Woman, behold your son! Then He said to the disciple, Behold your mother! And from that hour that disciple took her to
his own home. After this, Jesus, knowing that all things were now accomplished, that the Scripture might be fulfilled, said, I thirst! Now a vessel full of sour wine was sitting there; and they filled a sponge with sour wine, put it on hyssop, and put it to His mouth. So when Jesus had received the sour wine, He said, It is finished! And bowing His head,
He gave up His spirit. Therefore, because it was the Preparation Day, that the bodies should not remain on the cross on the Sabbath (for that Sabbath was a high day), the Jews asked Pilate that their legs might be broken, and that they might be taken away. Then the soldiers came and broke the legs of the first and of the other who was crucified with
Him. But when they came to Jesus and saw that He was already dead, they did not break His legs. But one of the soldiers pierced His side with a spear, and immediately blood and water came out. And he who has seen has testified, and his testimony is true; and he knows that he is telling the truth, so that you may believe. For these things were done
that the Scripture should be fulfilled, Not one of His bones shall be broken. And again another Scripture says, They shall look on Him whom they pierced. The Tenth Gospel Mark 15:43-47 Joseph of Arimathea, a prominent council member, who was himself waiting for the kingdom of God, coming and taking courage, went in to Pilate and asked for the
body of Jesus. Pilate marveled that He was already dead; and summoning the centurion, he asked him if He had been dead for some time. So when he found out from the centurion, he granted the body to Joseph. Then he bought fine linen, took Him down, and wrapped Him in the linen. And he laid Him in a tomb which had been hewn out of the rock,
and rolled a stone against the door of the tomb. And Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of Joses observed where He was laid. The Eleventh Gospel John 19:38-42 After this, Joseph of Arimathea, being a disciple of Jesus, but secretly, for fear of the Jews, asked Pilate that he might take away the body of Jesus; and Pilate gave him permission. So he
came and took the body of Jesus. And Nicodemus, who at first came to Jesus by night, also came, bringing a mixture of myrrh and aloes, about a hundred pounds. Then they took the body of Jesus, and bound it in strips of linen with the spices, as the custom of the Jews is to bury. Now in the place where He was crucified there was a garden, and in the
garden a new tomb in which no one had yet been laid. So there they laid Jesus, because of the Jews' Preparation Day, for the tomb was nearby. The Twelfth Gospel Mat 27:62-66 On the next day, which followed the Day of Preparation, the chief priests and Pharisees gathered together to Pilate, saying, Sir, we remember, while He was still alive, how
that deceiver said, 'After three days I will rise.' Therefore command that the tomb be made secure until the third day, lest His disciples come by night and steal Him away, and say to the people, 'He has risen from the dead.' So the last deception will be worse than the first. Pilate said to them, You have a guard; go your way, make it as secure as you
know how. So they went and made the tomb secure, sealing the stone and setting the guard. Missionary Leaflet # 54E Copyright © 1996 and Published by Holy Protection Russian Orthodox Church 2049 Argyle Ave. Los Angeles, California 90068 Editor: Archimandrite Alexander (Mileant) (gospell2 e.doc, 08-29-97) The Lord said to his disciples,
"Now is the Son of man glorified, and in him God is glorified; if God is glorified in him, God will also glorify him in himself, and glorify him at once. Little children, yet a little while I am with you. You will seek me; and as I said to the Jews so now I say to you, 'Where I am going you cannot come.' A new commandment I give to you, that you love one
another; even as I have loved you, that you also love one another. By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another." Simon Peter said to him, "Lord, where are you going?" Jesus answered, "Where I am going you cannot follow me now; but you shall follow afterward." Peter said to him, "Lord, why cannot I follow you
now? I will lay down my life for you." Jesus answered, "Will you lay down your life for me? Truly, truly, I say to you, the cock will not crow, till you have denied me three times.Let not your hearts be troubled; believe in God, believe also in me. In my Father's house are many rooms; if it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for
you? And when I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to myself, that where I am you may be also. And where I am going you know, and the way you know." Thomas said to him, "Lord, we do not know where you are going; how can we know the way?" Jesus said to him, "I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one
comes to the Father, but by me. If you had known me, you would have known my Father also; henceforth you know him and have seen him." Philip said to him, "Lord, show us the Father, and we shall be satisfied." Jesus said to him, "Have I been with you so long, and yet you do not know me, Philip? He who has seen me has seen the Father; how can
you say, 'Show us the Father'? Do you not believe that I am in the Father and the Father in me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on my own authority; but the Father who dwells in me does his works. Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father in me; or else believe me for the sake of the works themselves. Truly, truly, I say to you, he
who believes in me will also do the works that I do; and greater works than these will he do, because I go to the Father. Whatever you ask in my name, I will do it, that the Father may be glorified in the Son; if you ask anything in my name, I will do it. If you love me, you will keep my commandments. And I will ask the Father, and he will give you
another Counselor, to be with you for ever, even the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor knows him; you know him, for he dwells with you, and will be in you. I will not leave you desolate; I will come to you. Yet a little while, and the world will see me no more, but you will see me; because I live, you will live
also. In that day you will know that I am in my Father, and you in me, and I in you. He who has my commandments and keeps them, he it is who loves me; and he who loves me will be loved by my Father, and I will love him and manifest myself to him." Judas (not Iscariot) said to him, "Lord, how is it that you will manifest yourself to us, and not to the
world?" Jesus answered him, "If a man loves me, he will keep my word, and my Father will love him, and we will come to him and make our home with him. He who does not love me does not keep my words; and the word which you hear is not mine but the Father's who sent me. These things I have spoken to you, while I am still with you. But the
Counselor, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, he will teach you all things, and bring to your remembrance all that I have said to you. Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you; not as the world gives do I give to you. Let not your hearts be troubled, neither let them be afraid. You heard me say to you, 'I go away, and I will
come to you.' If you loved me, you would have rejoiced, because I go to the Father; for the Father is greater than I. And now I have told you before it takes place, so that when it does take place, you may believe. I will no longer talk much with you, for the ruler of this world is coming. He has no power over me; but I do as the Father has commanded
me, so that the world may know that I love the Father. Rise, let us go hence.I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinedresser. Every branch of mine that bears no fruit, he takes away, and every branch that does bear fruit he prunes, that it may bear more fruit. You are already made clean by the word which I have spoken to you. Abide in me, and I
in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit by itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in me. I am the vine, you are the branches. He who abides in me, and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing. If a man does not abide in me, he is cast forth as a branch and withers; and the branches are
gathered, thrown into the fire and burned. If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask whatever you will, and it shall be done for you. By this my Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit, and so prove to be my disciples. As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you; abide in my love. If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my
love, just as I have kept my Father's commandments and abide in his love. These things I have spoken to you, that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be full. This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. Greater love has no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends. You are my friends if you do what
I command you. No longer do I call you servants, for the servant does not know what his master is doing; but I have called you friends, for all that I have heard from my Father I have made known to you. You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you that you should go and bear fruit and that your fruit should abide; so that whatever you
ask the Father in my name, he may give it to you. This I command you, to love one another. If the world hates you, know that it has hated me before it hated you. If you were of the world, the world would love its own; but because you are not of the world, but I chose you out of the world, therefore the world hates you. Remember the word that I said to
you, 'A servant is not greater than his master.' If they persecuted me, they will persecute you; if they kept my word, they will keep yours also. But all this they will do to you on my account, because they do not know him who sent me. If I had not come and spoken to them, they would not have sin; but now they have no excuse for their sin. He who
hates me hates my Father also. If I had not done among them the works which no one else did, they would not have sin; but now they have seen and hated both me and my Father. It is to fulfill the word that is written in their law, 'They hated me without a cause.' But when the Counselor comes, whom I shall send to you from the Father, even the Spirit
of truth, who proceeds from the Father, he will bear witness to me; and you also are witnesses, because you have been with me from the beginning.I have said all this to you to keep you from falling away. They will put you out of the synagogues; indeed, the hour is coming when whoever kills you will think he is offering service to God. And they will do
this because they have not known the Father, nor me. But I have said these things to you, that when their hour comes you may remember that I told you of them. I did not say these things to you from the beginning, because I was with you. But now I am going to him who sent me; yet none of you asks me, "Where are you going?' But because I have
said these things to you, sorrow has filled your hearts. Nevertheless I tell you the truth: it is to your advantage that I go away, for if I do not go away, the Counselor will not come to you; but if I go, I will send him to you. And when he comes, he will convince the world concerning sin and righteousness and judgment: concerning sin, because they do
not believe in me; concerning righteousness, because I go to the Father, and you will see me no more; concerning judgment, because the ruler of this world is judged. I have yet many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now. When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth; for he will not speak on his own authority, but
whatever he hears he will speak, and he will declare to you the things that are to come. He will glorify me, for he will take what is mine and declare it to you. All that the Father has is mine; therefore I said that he will take what is mine and declare it to you. A little while, and you will see me no more; again a little while, and you will see me." Some of
his disciples said to one another, "What is this that he says to us, 'A little while, and you will not see me, and again a little while, and you will see me'; and, 'because I go to the Father'? " They said, "What does he mean by 'a little while"? We do not know what he means." Jesus knew that they wanted to ask him; so he said to them, "Is this what you are
asking yourselves, what I meant by saying, 'A little while, and you will not see me, and again a little while, and you will see me'? Truly, truly, I say to you, you will weep and lament, but the world will rejoice; you will be sorrowful, but your sorrow will turn into joy. When a woman is in travail she has sorrow, because her hour has come; but when she is
delivered of the child, she no longer remembers the anguish, for joy that a human being is born into the world. So you have sorrow now, but I will see you again and your hearts will rejoice, and no one will take your joy from you. In that day you will ask nothing of me. Truly, truly, I say to you, if you ask anything of the Father, he will give it to you in
my name. Hitherto you have asked nothing in my name; ask, and you will receive, that your joy may be full. I have said this to you in figures; the hour is coming when I shall no longer speak to you in figures but tell you plainly of the Father. In that day you will ask in my name; and I do not say to you that I shall ask the Father for you; for the Father
himself loves you, because you have loved me and have believed that I came from the Father. I came from the Father and have come into the world; again, I am leaving the world and going to the Father." His disciples said, "Ah, now you are speaking plainly, not in any figure! Now we know that you know all things, and need none to question you; by
this we believe that you came from God." Jesus answered them, "Do you now believe? The hour is coming, indeed it has come, when you will be scattered, every man to his home, and will leave me alone; yet I am not alone, for the Father is with me. I have said this to you, that in me you may have peace. In the world you have tribulation; but be of good
cheer, I have overcome the world."When Jesus had spoken these words, he lifted up his eyes to heaven and said, "Father, the hour has come; glorify your Son that the Son may glorify you, since you have given him power over all flesh, to give eternal life to all whom you have given him. And this is eternal life, that they know you the only true God, and
Jesus Christ whom you have sent. I glorified you on earth, having accomplished the work which you gave me to do; and now, Father, glorify me in your own presence with the glory which I had with you before the world was made. I have manifested your name to the men whom you gave me out of the world; yours they were, and you gave them to me,
and they have kept your word. Now they know that everything that you have given me is from you; for I have given them the words which you gave me, and they have received them and know in truth that I came from you; and they have believed that you did send me. I am praying for them; I am not praying for the world but for those whom you have
given me, for they are yours; all mine are yours, and yours are mine, and I am glorified in them. And now I am no more in the world, but they are in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, keep them in your name, which you have given me, that they may be one, even as we are one. While I was with them, I kept them in your name, which you
have given me; I have guarded them, and none of them is lost but the son of perdition, that the scripture might be fulfilled. But now I am coming to you; and these things I speak in the world, that they may have my joy fulfilled in themselves. I have given them your word; and the world has hated them because they are not of the world, even as I am not
of the world. I do not pray that you should take them out of the world, but that you should keep them from the evil one. They are not of the world, even as I am not of the world. Sanctify them in the truth; your word is truth. As you did send me into the world, so I have sent them into the world. And for their sake I consecrate myself, that they also may
be consecrated in truth. I do not pray for these only, but also for those who believe in me through their word, that they may all be one; even as you, Father, are in me, and I in you, that they also may be in us, so that the world may believe that you have sent me. The glory which you have given me I have given to them, that they may be one even as we
are one, I in them and you in me, that they may become perfectly one, so that the world may know that you have sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me. Father, I desire that they also, whom you have given me, may be with me where I am, to behold my glory which you have given me in your love for me before the foundation of the
world. O righteous Father, the world has not known you, but I have known you; and these know that you have sent me. I made known to them your name, and I will make it known, that the love with which you have loved me may be in them, and I in them." When Jesus had spoken these words, he went forth with his disciples across the Kidron valley,
where there was a garden, which he and his disciples entered.Gospel Reading 2John 18:1-28At that time, Jesus went forth with his disciples across the Kidron valley, where there was a garden, which he and his disciples entered. Now Judas, who betrayed him, also knew the place; for Jesus often met there with his disciples. So Judas, procuring a band
of soldiers and some officers from the chief priests and the Pharisees, went there with lanterns and torches and weapons. Then Jesus, knowing all that was to befall him, came forward and said to them, "Whom do you seek?" They answered him, "Jesus of Nazareth." Jesus said to them, "I am he." Judas, who betrayed him, was standing with them. When
he said to them, "I am he," they drew back and fell to the ground. Again he asked them, "Whom do you seek?" And they said, "Jesus of Nazareth." Jesus answered, "I told you that I am he; so, if you seek me, let these men go." This was to fulfill the word which he had spoken, "Of those whom you gave me I lost not one." Then Simon Peter, having a
sword, drew it and struck the high priest's slave and cut off his right ear. The slave's name was Malchos. Jesus said to Peter, "Put your sword into its sheath; shall I not drink the cup which the Father has given me?" So the band of soldiers and their captain and the officers of the Jews seized Jesus and bound him. First they led him to Annas; for he was
the father-in-law of Caiaphas, who was high priest that year. It was Caiaphas who had given counsel to the Jews that it was expedient that one man should die for the people. Simon Peter followed Jesus, and so did another disciple. As this disciple was known to the high priest, he entered the court of the high priest along with Jesus, while Peter stood
outside at the door. So the other disciple, who was known to the high priest, went out and spoke to the maid who kept the door, and brought Peter in. The maid who kept the door said to Peter, "Are not you also one of this man's disciples?" He said, "I am not." Now the servants and officers had made a charcoal fire, because it was cold, and they were
standing and warming themselves; Peter also was with them, standing and warming himself. The high priest then questioned Jesus about his disciples and his teaching. Jesus answered him, "I have spoken openly to the world; I have always taught in synagogues and in the temple, where all Jews come together; I have said nothing secretly. Why do you
ask me? Ask those who have heard me, what I said to them; they know what I said." When he had said this, one of the officers standing by struck Jesus with his hand, saying, "Is that how you answer the high priest?" Jesus answered him, "If I have spoken wrongly, bear witness to the wrong; but if I have spoken rightly, why do you strike me?" Annas
then sent him bound to Caiaphas the high priest. Now Simon Peter was standing and warming himself. They said to him, "Are not you also one of his disciples?" He denied it and said, "I am not." One of the servants of the high priest, a kinsman of the man whose ear Peter had cut off, asked, "Did I not see you in the garden with him?" Peter again
denied it; and at once the cock crowed. Then they led Jesus from the house of Caiaphas to the praetorium. It was early. They themselves did not enter the praetorium, so that they might not be defiled, but might eat the passover.Gospel Reading 3Matthew 26:57-75At that time, the soldiers seized Jesus and led him to Caiaphas the high priest, where
the scribes and the elders had gathered. But Peter followed him at a distance, as far as the courtyard of the high priest, and going inside he sat with the guards to see the end. Now the chief priests and the whole council sought false testimony against Jesus that they might put him to death, but they found none, though many false witnesses came
forward. At last two came forward and said, "This fellow said, 'T am able to destroy the temple of God, and to build it in three days.' And the high priest stood up and said, "Have you no answer to make? What is it that these men testify against you?" But Jesus was silent. And the high priest said to him, "I adjure you by the living God, tell us if you are
the Christ, the Son of God." Jesus said to him, "You have said so. But I tell you, hereafter you will see the Son of man seated at the right hand of Power, and coming on the clouds of heaven." Then the high priest tore his robes, and said, "He has uttered blasphemy. Why do we still need witnesses? You have now heard his blasphemy. What is your
judgment?" They answered, "He deserves death." Then they spat in his face, and struck him; and some slapped him, saying, "Prophesy to us, you Christ! Who is it that struck you?" Now Peter was sitting outside in the courtyard. And a maid came up to him, and said, "You also were with Jesus the Galilean." But he denied it before them all, saying, "I do
not know what you mean." And when he went out to the porch, another maid saw him, and she said to the bystanders, "This man was with Jesus of Nazareth." And again he denied it with an oath, "I do not know the man." After a little while the bystanders came up and said to Peter, "Certainly you are also one of them, for your accent betrays you."
Then he began to invoke a curse on himself and to swear, "I do not know the man." And immediately the cock crowed. And Peter remembered the saying of Jesus, "Before the cock crows, you will deny me three times." And he went out and wept bitterly.Gospel Reading 4John 18:28-40; 19:1-16At that time, they led Jesus from the house of Caiaphas to
the praetorium. It was early. They themselves did not enter the praetorium, so that they might not be defiled, but might eat the passover. So Pilate went out to them and said, "What accusation do you bring against this man?" They answered him, "If this man were not an evildoer, we would not have handed him over." Pilate said to them, "Take him
yourselves and judge him by your own law." The Jews said to him, "It is not lawful for us to put any man to death." This was to fulfil the word which Jesus had spoken to show by what death he was to die. Pilate entered the praetorium again and called Jesus, and said to him, "Are you the King of the Jews?" Jesus answered, "Do you say this of your own
accord, or did others say it to you about me?" Pilate answered, "Am I a Jew? Your own nation and the chief priests have handed you over to me; what have you done?" Jesus answered, "My kingship is not of this world; if my kingship were of this world, my servants would fight, that I might not be handed over to the Jews; but my kingship is not of this
world." Pilate said to him, "So you are a king?" Jesus answered, "You say that I am a king. For this I was born, and for this I have come into the world, to bear witness to the truth. Every one who is of the truth hears my voice." Pilate said to him, "What is truth?" After he had said this, he went out to the Jews again, and told them, "I find no crime in
him. But you have a custom that I should release one man for you at the Passover; will you have me release for you the King of the Jews?" They cried out again, "Not this man, but Barabbas!" Now Barabbas was a robber. Then Pilate took Jesus and scourged him. And the soldiers plaited a crown of thorns, and put it on his head, and arrayed him in a
purple robe; they came up to him, saying, "Hail, King of the Jews!" and struck him with their hands. Pilate went out again, and said to them, "See, I am bringing him out to you, that you may know that I find no crime in him." So Jesus came out, wearing the crown of thorns and the purple robe. Pilate said to them, "Behold the man!" When the chief
priests and the officers saw him, they cried out, "Crucify him, crucify him!" Pilate said to them, "Take him yourselves and crucify him, for I find no crime in him." The Jews answered him, "We have a law, and by that law he ought to die, because he has made himself the Son of God." When Pilate heard these words, he was the more afraid; he entered
the praetorium again and said to Jesus, "Where are you from?" But Jesus gave no answer. Pilate therefore said to him, "You will not speak to me? Do you not know that I have power to release you, and power to crucify you?" Jesus answered him, "You would have no power over me unless it had been given you from above; therefore he who delivered
me to you has the greater sin." Upon this Pilate sought to release him, but the Jews cried out, "If you release this man, you are not Caesar's friend; every one who makes himself a king sets himself against Caesar." When Pilate heard these words, he brought Jesus out and sat down on the judgment seat at a place called The Pavement, and in Hebrew,
Gabbatha. Now it was the day of Preparation of the Passover; it was about the sixth hour. He said to the Jews, "Behold your King!" They cried out, "Away with him, away with him, crucify him!" Pllate said to them, "Shall I crucify your King?" The chief priests answered, "We have no king but Caesar." Then he handed him over to be crucified.Gospel
Reading 5SMatthew 27:3-32At that time, when Judas saw that Jesus was condemned, he repented and brought back the thirty pieces of silver to the chief priests and the elders, saying, "I have sinned in betraying innocent blood." They said, "What is that to us? See to it yourself." And throwing down the pieces of silver in the temple, he departed; and he
went and hanged himself. But the chief priests, taking the pieces of silver, said, "It is not lawful to put them into the treasury, since they are blood money." So they took counsel, and bought with them the potter's field, to bury strangers in. Therefore that field has been called the Field of Blood to this day. Then was fulfilled what had been spoken by
the prophet Jeremiah, saying, "And they took the thirty pieces of silver, the price of him on whom a price had been set by some of the sons of Israel, and they gave them for the potter's field, as the Lord directed me." Now Jesus stood before the governor; and the governor asked him, "Are you the King of the Jews?" Jesus said, "You have said so." But
when he was accused by the chief priests and elders, he made no answer. Then Pilate said to him, "Do you not hear how many things they testify against you?" But he gave him no answer, not even to a single charge; so that the governor wondered greatly. Now at the feast the governor was accustomed to release for the crowd any one prisoner whom
they wanted. And they had then a notorious prisoner, called Barabbas. So when they had gathered, Pilate said to them, "Whom do you want me to release for you, Barabbas or Jesus who is called Christ?" For he knew that it was out of envy that they had delivered him up. Besides, while he was sitting on the judgment seat, his wife sent word to him,
"Have nothing to do with that righteous man, for I have suffered much over him today in a dream." Now the chief priests and the elders persuaded the people to ask for Barabbas and destroy Jesus. The governor again said to them, "Which of the two do you want me to release for you? " And they said, "Barabbas." Pilate said to them, "Then what shall I
do with Jesus who is called Christ?" They all said, "Let him be crucified." And he said, "Why, what evil has he done?" But they shouted all the more, "Let him be crucified." So when Pilate saw that he was gaining nothing, but rather that a riot was beginning, he took water and washed his hands before the crowd, saying, "I am innocent of this righteous
man's blood; see to it yourselves." And all the people answered, "His blood be on us and on our children!" Then he released for them Barabbas, and having scourged Jesus, delivered him to be crucified. Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus into the praetorium, and they gathered the whole battalion before him. And they stripped him and put a
scarlet robe upon him, and plaiting a crown of thorns they put it on his head, and put a reed in his right hand. And kneeling before him they mocked him, saying, "Hail, King of the Jews!" And they spat upon him, and took the reed and struck him on the head. And when they had mocked him, they stripped him of the robe, and put his own clothes on
him, and led him away to crucify him. As they went out, they came upon a man of Cyrene, Simon by name; this man they compelled to carry his cross.Gospel Reading 6Mark 15:16-32At that time, the soldiers led Jesus away inside the palace (that is, the praetorium); and they called together the whole battalion. And they clothed him in a purple cloak,
and plaiting a crown of thorns they put it on him. And they began to salute him, "Hail, King of the Jews!" And they struck his head with a reed, and spat upon him, and they knelt down in homage to him. And when they had mocked him, they stripped him of the purple cloak, and put his own clothes on him. And they led him out to crucify him. And they
compelled a passer?by, Simon of Cyrene, who was coming in from the country, the father of Alexander and Rufus, to carry his cross. And they brought him to the place called Golgotha (which means the place of a skull). And they offered him wine mingled with myrrh; but he did not take it. And they crucified him, and divided his garments among them,
casting lots for them, to decide what each should take. And it was the third hour, when they crucified him. And the inscription of the charge against him read, "The King of the Jews." And with him they crucified two robbers, one on his right and one on his left. And those who passed by derided him, wagging their heads, and saying, "Aha! You who
would destroy the temple and build it in three days, save yourself, and come down from the cross!" So also the chief priests mocked him to one another with the scribes, saying, "He saved others; he cannot save himself. Let the Christ, the King of Israel, come down now from the cross, that we may see and believe." Those who were crucified with him
also reviled him.Gospel Reading 7Matthew 27:33-54At that time, when the soldiers came to a place called Golgotha (which means the place of a skull), they offered him wine to drink, mingled with gall; but when he tasted it, he would not drink it. And when they had crucified him, they divided his garments among them by casting lots; then they sat
down and kept watch over him there. And over his head they put the charge against him, which read, "This is Jesus the King of the Jews." Then two robbers were crucified with him, one on the right and one on the left. And those who passed by derided him, wagging their heads and saying, "You who would destroy the temple and build it in three days,
save yourself! If you are the Son of God, come down from the cross." So also the chief priests, with the scribes and elders, mocked him, saying, "He saved others; he cannot save himself. He is the King of Israel; let him come down now from the cross, and we will believe in him. He trusts in God; let God deliver him now, if he desires him; for he said, 'I
am the Son of God.'" And the robbers who were crucified with him also reviled him in the same way.Now from the sixth hour there was darkness over all the land until the ninth hour. And about the ninth hour Jesus cried with a loud voice, "Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani?" that is, "My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?" And some of the bystanders
hearing it said, "This man is calling Elijah." And one of them at once ran and took a sponge, filled it with vinegar, and put it on a reed, and gave it to him to drink. But the others said, "Wait, let us see whether Elijah will come to save him." And Jesus cried again with a loud voice and yielded up his spirit.And behold, the curtain of the temple was torn in
two, from top to bottom; and the earth shook, and the rocks were split; the tombs also were opened, and many bodies of the saints who had fallen asleep were raised, and coming out of the tombs after his resurrection they went into the holy city and appeared to many. When the centurion and those who were with him, keeping watch over Jesus, saw
the earthquake and what took place, they were filled with awe, and said, "Truly this was the Son of God!"Gospel Reading 8Luke 23:32-49At that time, two others also, who were criminals, were led away with Jesus to be put to death with him. And when they came to the place which is called The Skull, there they crucified him, and the criminals, one on
the right and one on the left. And Jesus said, "Father, forgive them; for they know not what they do." And they cast lots to divide his garments. And the people stood by, watching; but the rulers scoffed at him, saying, "He saved others; let him save himself, if he is the Christ of God, his Chosen One!" The soldiers also mocked him, coming up and
offering him vinegar, and saying, "If you are the King of the Jews, save yourself!" There was also an inscription over him, "This is the King of the Jews." One of the criminals who were hanged railed at him, saying, "Are you not the Christ? Save yourself and us!" But the other rebuked him, saying, "Do you not fear God, since you are under the same
sentence of condemnation? And we indeed justly; for we are receiving the due reward of our deeds; but this man has done nothing wrong." And he said to Jesus, "Lord, remember me when you come in your kingdom." And he said to him, "Truly, I say to you, today you will be with me in Paradise." It was now about the sixth hour, and there was
darkness over the whole land until the ninth hour, while the sun's light failed; and the curtain of the temple was torn in two. Then Jesus, crying with a loud voice, said, "Father, into your hands I commit my spirit!" And having said this he breathed his last. Now when the centurion saw what had taken place, he praised God, and said, "Certainly this man
was innocent!" And all the multitudes who assembled to see the sight, when they saw what had taken place, returned home beating their breasts. And all his acquaintances and the women who had followed him from Galilee stood at a distance and saw these things.Gospel Reading 9John 19:25-37At that time, standing by the cross of Jesus were his
mother, and his mother's sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. When Jesus saw his mother, and the disciple whom he loved standing near, he said to his mother, "Woman, behold, your son!" Then he said to the disciple, "Behold, your mother!" And from that hour the disciple took her to his own home. After this Jesus, knowing that all



was now finished, said (to fulfill the scripture), "I thirst." A bowl full of vinegar stood there; so they put a sponge full of the vinegar on hyssop and held it to his mouth. When Jesus had received the vinegar, he said, "It is finished"; and he bowed his head and gave up his spirit. Since it was the day of Preparation, in order to prevent the bodies from
remaining on the cross on the sabbath (for that sabbath was a high day), the Jews asked Pilate that their legs might be broken, and that they might be taken away. So the soldiers came and broke the legs of the first, and of the other who had been crucified with him; but when they came to Jesus and saw that he was already dead, they did not break his
legs. But one of the soldiers pierced his side with a spear, and at once there came out blood and water. He who saw it has borne witness -- his testimony is true, and he knows that he tells the truth -- that you also may believe. For these things took place that the scripture might be fulfilled, "Not a bone of him shall be broken." And again another
scripture says, "They shall look on him whom they have pierced."Gospel Reading 10Mark 15:43-47At that time, Joseph of Arimathea, a respected member of the council, who was also himself looking for the kingdom of God, took courage and went to Pilate, and asked for the body of Jesus. And Pilate wondered if he were already dead; and summoning
the centurion, he asked him whether he was already dead. And when he learned from the centurion that he was dead, he granted the body to Joseph. And he bought a linen shroud, and taking him down, wrapped him in the linen shroud, and laid him in a tomb which had been hewn out of the rock; and he rolled a stone against the door of the tomb.
Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of Joses saw where he was laid.Gospel Reading 11John 19:38-42At that time, Joseph of Arimathea, who was a disciple of Jesus, but secretly, for fear of the Jews, asked Pilate that he might take away the body of Jesus, and Pilate gave him leave. So he came and took away his body. Nikodemos also, who had at first
come to him by night, came bringing a mixture of myrrh and aloes, about a hundred pounds' weight. They took the body of Jesus, and bound it in linen cloths with the spices, as is the burial custom of the Jews. Now in the place where he was crucified there was a garden, and in the garden a new tomb where no one had ever been laid. So because of
the Jewish day of Preparation, as the tomb was close at hand, they laid Jesus there.Gospel Reading 12Matthew 27:62-660n the next day, that is, after the day of Preparation, the chief priests and the Pharisees gathered before Pilate and said, "Sir, we remember how that impostor said, while he was still alive, 'After three days I will rise again.'
Therefore order the sepulcher to be made secure until the third day, lest his disciples go and steal him away, and tell the people, 'He has risen from the dead,' and the last fraud will be worse than the first." Pilate said to them, "You have a guard of soldiers; go, make it as secure as you can." So they went and made the sepulcher secure by sealing the
stone and setting a guard. 253 In the Christian faith, the gospels are among the most important books in the Bible. They tell the story of Jesus Christ’s life, teachings, death, and resurrection. But how many gospels are there, and who wrote them? This article will provide a detailed yet simple explanation to help you understand the significance of the
gospels and their authors. Introduction to the Gospels The word “gospel” means “good news.” In the Christian context, the gospels are the accounts of the life of Jesus Christ, his ministry, and the message he brought to the world. There are four gospels in the New Testament: Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John. Each one offers a unique perspective on
the life of Jesus. While they tell the same story, they emphasize different aspects of his teachings and actions. How Many Gospels Are There? There are four main gospels in the New Testament. These are: The Gospel of Matthew The Gospel of Mark The Gospel of Luke The Gospel of John These four gospels are considered the canonical gospels,
meaning they are the official accounts of Jesus’ life and ministry that are accepted by most Christian denominations. They were written by different authors, each with a unique style and focus. Let’s look at each gospel and its author. The Gospel of Matthew Who Wrote It? The Gospel of Matthew is traditionally attributed to Matthew, one of Jesus’
twelve apostles. Matthew, also known as Levi, was a tax collector before he became a follower of Jesus. His profession as a tax collector suggests that he was educated and capable of writing. The Gospel of Matthew is believed to have been written around 60-70 AD. What Does It Focus On? Matthew’s gospel emphasizes Jesus as the fulfillment of Old
Testament prophecies. He highlights Jesus’ teachings, including the famous Sermon on the Mount, and stresses that Jesus came to save both Jews and Gentiles. Matthew’s audience was primarily Jewish, so he often refers to Old Testament scriptures to show that Jesus is the promised Messiah. Matthew’s gospel also includes the genealogy of Jesus,
tracing his lineage back to King David. This is significant because the Messiah was expected to come from David’s line. The Gospel of Mark Who Wrote It? The Gospel of Mark is traditionally attributed to Mark, also known as John Mark. He was a companion of the apostle Peter and is believed to have written his gospel based on Peter’s teachings and
eyewitness accounts. Mark’s gospel is considered the earliest of the four gospels and was likely written around 55-60 AD. What Does It Focus On? Mark’s gospel is the shortest of the four and is often seen as the most direct and action-oriented. It focuses on the deeds of Jesus, particularly his miracles, healings, and exorcisms. Mark’s writing style is
fast-paced, often using the word “immediately” to describe the events that unfold. Mark emphasizes Jesus as the Son of God and the suffering servant who came to serve and give his life as a ransom for many. This gospel includes the account of Jesus’ baptism, his transfiguration, and his suffering on the cross. The Gospel of Luke Who Wrote It? The
Gospel of Luke is traditionally attributed to Luke, a physician and companion of the apostle Paul. Luke is the only gospel writer who is not one of the twelve apostles, but his account is detailed and well-researched. Luke is also believed to have written the Acts of the Apostles, which is a continuation of his gospel. His gospel is thought to have been
written around 60-80 AD. What Does It Focus On? Luke’s gospel emphasizes the compassion of Jesus, particularly toward the poor, sinners, and outcasts of society. It highlights Jesus’ parables, many of which are unique to Luke’s gospel, such as the Good Samaritan and the Prodigal Son. Luke’s gospel also includes detailed accounts of Jesus’ birth,
which are not found in the other gospels. Luke presents Jesus as the Savior of all people, not just the Jews, and he emphasizes the role of the Holy Spirit in Jesus’ ministry. His gospel also portrays Jesus’ care for women and the marginalized, offering a message of hope for all. The Gospel of John Who Wrote It? The Gospel of John is traditionally
attributed to John, the son of Zebedee, one of Jesus’ twelve apostles. John is often referred to as the “beloved disciple” because of his close relationship with Jesus. His gospel is believed to have been written around 90-100 AD, making it the latest of the four gospels. What Does It Focus On? John’s gospel is distinct from the other three gospels, known
as the Synoptic Gospels (Matthew, Mark, and Luke). While the Synoptic Gospels focus more on Jesus’ actions, John’s gospel focuses on his identity as the Son of God. It contains profound theological reflections on who Jesus is, including the famous opening verse: “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God”
(John 1:1). John’s gospel highlights the miracles of Jesus, which he refers to as “signs,” and it places a strong emphasis on eternal life. It includes long discourses of Jesus, such as the “I am” statements, where Jesus describes himself as the Bread of Life, the Light of the World, and the True Vine. Why Are There Four Gospels? The four gospels provide
different perspectives on the life and teachings of Jesus, each contributing to a fuller understanding of his mission. While they are not identical, they do not contradict each other. Instead, they complement one another, offering a richer and more complete picture of Jesus’ life and message. Matthew presents Jesus as the promised King and Messiah.
Mark emphasizes Jesus as the powerful servant who came to suffer. Luke portrays Jesus as the compassionate Savior of all people. John focuses on the divine nature of Jesus and his eternal mission. These four gospels work together to reveal the fullness of who Jesus is: both fully human and fully divine, the Savior of the world. The Importance of the
Gospels The gospels are central to the Christian faith because they provide the foundation for understanding Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection. They teach Christians how to live according to Jesus’ example and words. Through the gospels, believers come to know Jesus personally and can deepen their relationship with him. The teachings in the
gospels are the basis for Christian doctrine, including the belief in the Trinity, salvation through Jesus Christ, and the call to love God and love others. The gospels also serve as a guide for Christian worship, prayer, and daily living. Conclusion There are four gospels in the Bible: Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John. Each gospel was written by a different
author, and each one offers a unique perspective on the life of Jesus Christ. These four gospels together provide a comprehensive account of Jesus’ life, teachings, and significance. Understanding who wrote them and what they focus on helps Christians deepen their faith and live according to the teachings of Jesus. The gospels are not just historical
documents; they are the living Word of God that continues to speak to believers today. Through these writings, Christians can encounter Jesus, grow in their understanding of his message, and be transformed by his love and grace. Related topics: DavidNew TestamentOld Testament Home > Articles > Worship > Holy Thursday - Twelve Gospels By:
Fr. Paul LazorRead time: 17 mins24618 Hits Pages: 1 | 2|3 |4 | 5| 6 | 7 by Fr. Paul Lazor Holy Thursday begins with the celebration of vespers and the Divine Liturgy of St. Basil with a Reserved Eucharist in representation of the earthly presence of Christ realized at the Last Supper. In the evening, anticipating the Matins of Friday morning, the
Holy Passion service of the reading of the Twelve Gospels is conducted. In these readings Christ’s last instructions to his disciples are presented, as well as the prophecy of the drama of the Cross, Christ’s prayer, and his new commandment. The twelve readings are: The main feature of this service is the reading of twelve selections from the Gospels,
all of which are accounts of the passion of Christ. The first of these twelve readings is Jn 13:31-18:1. It is Christ’s long discourse with his apostles that ends with the so-called high priestly prayer. The final gospel tells of the sealing of the tomb and the setting of the watch (Mt 27:62-66). The twelve Gospel readings of Christ’s passion are placed
between the various parts of the service. The hymnology is all related to the sufferings of the Saviour and borrows heavily from the Gospels and the prophetic scriptures and psalms. The Lord’s beatitudes are added to the service after the sixth gospel reading, and there is special emphasis given to the salvation of the thief who acknowledged Christ’s
Kingdom. Next page courtesy of Pravmir Some advice: For the remaining three days of this Holy Week, do not read this Blog. Or rather: Do not read this Blog in place of going to church. Go to church. If you can’t get to church, worship Live-stream either live or by video. This Blog may help you (and me) to understand the Scripture readings and
liturgical actions, but in no way can it substitute for the experience of being in church. Regarding this service: Be prepared for at least three hours in church - in some places three or more. A powerful, intensely moving, three hours - and, speaking at least from my perspective at the altar, wearying and draining. How do we suppose Jesus felt on the
Cross? The Gospel Readings: 1 John 13:31-18:1 2 John 18:1-29 3 Matthew 26:57-75 4 John 18:28 -19:16 5 Matthew 27:3-32 6 Mark 15:16-32, 7 Matthew 27:33-54 8 Luke 23:32-49 9 John 19:25-37 10 Mark 15:43-47 11 John 19:38-42 12 Matthew 27:62-66 I will not (believe me!) comment on each of these readings, which carry the story from Holy
Thursday evening through Holy Saturday evening. First, two things: 1 In the services and readings of Holy Thursday and Holy Friday, there is much repetition in the Gospel readings. When I was first Orthodox, that nearly drove me up the wall. I thought wasn’t once or twice enough? The answer is No, it is not. Eventually I understood. The Church is
trying to drum this life-giving story of our Lord’s Passion so deep into our heads and hearts that it is just part of us. It works. I have never known and understood so much, and felt so deeply, about Christ’s Passion, Death and Resurrection, as since I've been Orthodox. It’s said that Western Christianity focuses on the Cross, while Eastern Christianity
focuses on the Resurrection. Wrong. We Orthodox focus on both. If you don’t believe that, come to Orthodox Holy Week. 2 The first reading in the Twelve Gospels service goes on seemingly forever: Christ’s last teachings to His disciples, and then His high priestly prayer to His Father. It would take a lifetime and more to absorb it all. * But we should
try to take in what we can. Years ago I was invited to do a “teaching retreat” at an Episcopalian convent, I foolishly attempted to do a series of talks on this passage. I wish I had not. It was too much for me. They never invited me back. And also, if you’'re new to this service, don’t despair and go home! The Gospel readings immediately get shorter.
Unless I've missed something, the story of Christ’s “command performance” before King Herod, when He refused to do a miracle for him (Luke 23:6-12), is not read during Holy Week. I wonder why. Here I will try to provide a brief overall narrative of the events. In this conflation I'll omit much and hope I have not got anything out of order. Sometimes
it’s hard (for me at least) to precisely harmonize the Gospel accounts. unknown Flemish artist, ¢ 1620 Picking it up early on Holy Friday morning: Jesus had been captured during the night in the Garden of Gethsemane, taken in custody and mistreated while waiting for the Jewish Sanhedrin, their high court, to gather. Meanwhile, Simon Peter had
thrice denied that he even knew Jesus, then had fled, crying bitterly, so ashamed of himself. So Jesus had been left to face it alone - till later in the day when His Mother Mary, young John and the holy women would bravely stand with Him at the foot of the Cross. The Lord had been condemned to death by the Sanhedrin on grounds of blasphemy,
“making himself equal with God”. “Blasphemy! He deserves to die!” However, Israel was an occupied country, and the Romans forbade them to execute anyone. So now they had no choice but to cooperate with the enemy. Duccio di Buoninsegna, ¢ 1310 The chief priests and elders took Him to Pontius Pilate the Roman governor. The Romans could
not have cared less about blasphemy against this peculiar God of the Jews, so the priests were forced to lie about Jesus. They gathered a crowd on the Gabbatha, the pavement in front of the Praetorium, the governor’s palace, telling Pilate that this Jesus was making himself a king and something had to be done about it. Pilate understood none of this
and surely was irritated by being awakened so early by all this commotion - couldn’t they at least have waited till later in the day? But he needed to settle things down, so he interviewed Jesus: “So you are a king then.” Jesus gave a nebulous answer: “You say that I am a king... but my Kingdom is not of this world.” John 18:36 Pilate was perplexed,
but saw no threat in this humble, quiet, very unkinglike man. He went out and announced that he found no fault in the man and so he would release Him. “No! Crucify Him!” came the crowd’s response. Now what to do...? So he had Jesus beaten, thinking maybe this would satisfy them. It didn’t. “Why?” asked Pilate, “what evil has He done?” “Crucify
Him! Crucify Him!” Were these the same people who had welcomed Him on Sunday with “Hosanna”? Great sermons have been preached here about how the populace can turn on a dime. That is true, but in this case I think likely not. Why would ordinary folks be here at dawn on a workday? Probably the crowd had been gathered for the event -
perhaps paid off by someone? We do know well - there is very recent evidence - that almost any group of people, when cleverly riled up, can turn into an irrational mob. Whatever the cause, they chose a criminal rather than an innocent Man. It had happened before in history. It would happen many times again. Meanwhile Pilate’s wife sent a
message. She’d had a dream about this man, “so leave Him alone”. Pilate was at his wits’ end. Now he had not only to settle these unruly incomprehensible people, but also not offend his wife! So he tried again. He had Jesus dressed up sort of like a king and brought Him out. “Ecce Homo” by Antonio Cisera, ¢ 1870 “Behold, the man”, said Pilate. No
truer words were ever spoken. Here was The Man, perfect Man, humanity brought to completion. No other true Man has ever lived. Pilate thought surely they will now see that this humble, mild-mannered man is no king. “Crucify Him! Crucify Him!” again came the cry. “Crucify your king?” asked Pilate, in a half-taunting, half-jocular way, half-
hoping maybe he could still work his way out of this. The Jewish authorities must have been prepared for it, for now they took the big lie a step farther: “If you let this man go you are no friend of Caesar’s. Whoever makes himself a king speaks against Caesar.” John 19:12 - which would, of course, be treason. They were not the last religious
authorities to take this attitude: “We have no king but [you fill in the blank].” And so here it was: Who was blaspheming God. It is not Jesus. They, the righteous Jewish religious authorities, were the ones who were blaspheming God, they whose only true King was and had always been the Lord God of Israel. They were liars, and Pilate knew it: the
Jews hated Caesar. icons with permission of Saint Isaac’s Skete at skete.com Pilate knew he was trapped. What if word got back to Rome that he had let a treasonous man go free? So now, fearing for his own position as governor, Pilate literally “washed his hands” of the matter - and you know the rest. Every great man wants to leave a “legacy”.
Here, as it turned out, would be the legacy of Pontius Pilate, proclaimed by millions upon millions upon millions of people for the next 2000 years: “He was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate”. Was Pilate an evil man? The evidence is that he tried hard to satisfy his conscience - so much so that the Ethiopian Orthodox Church lists him on their
calendar as Saint Pontius Pilate! But I don’t think so. What we know of the rest of Pilate’s life gives no evidence that he was a saint. He was just a politician. Are there good politicians? Yes. But we all know how many politicians who once meant well become willing to forsake their honor, so as not to lose their positions, their power. So here it was: In
the end they all - the religious leaders and the politicians and the mob - got together and executed God. In this service in most churches, the Cross of Christ is processed around the congregation and placed in front of the icon screen. The figure of His Body is then affixed again to the Cross, as this hymn is sung: Today is suspended upon the Tree He
who suspended the land upon the waters. Today is suspended upon the Tree He who suspended the land upon the waters. Today is suspended upon the Tree He who suspended the land upon the waters. A crown of thorns crowns Him Who is the King of the angels. He is wrapped about with a purple of mockery Who wrapped the heavens with

clouds. He receives smiting He Who freed Adam in the Jordan. He is transfixed with nails Who is the Son of the Virgin. We worship Thy Passion, O Christ. We worship Thy Passion, O Christ. We worship Thy Passion, O Christ. Show us also Thy Glorious Resurrection. chanted by Alina Buzdugan. Boston Byzantine Choir (“Orthodox Christian Chants”
site) A cause to grieve, to mourn? Yes, at how evil, how horrible this world can be. But NO! This is above all a cause to rejoice! Because the powers of the fallen world did their worst. They and we can’t do worse than kill God in the flesh. And it did not work! Christ arose! He could not be put down. And so, despite appearances sometimes, despite our
despair sometimes, the truth is that the salvation of the world and our salvation (if we will have it) is assured. The world can never get rid of God, of Christ our God, or of His holy Body the Church. So now Jesus Christ will die and enter into hades to do His most important work. He will “trample down death by death” from the inside, and set free all
the dead from all times, and lead us all with Him through death and out the other side into the Light. God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life. John 3:16 Greater love has no man than this, than that He should lay down His life for His friends. John 15: 13 When
we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly... Perhaps for a good man someone would even dare to die. But God shows His love toward us, in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. Romans 5:6-8 In this is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son to take away our sins. Beloved, if God so loved
us, we also ought to love one another. I John 4:10-11 Tomorrow: Holy Friday afternoon Great Vespers, Holy Friday evening Lamentations Service The collection of writings that constitutes the New Testament begins with four gospels. Next comes the Acts of the Apostles, followed by twenty-one letters that are attributed to Paul, James, Peter, John,
and Jude. Finally, at the end of the early church’s scriptures stands the Revelation to John. Virtually all Christians agree that these twenty-seven books constitute the “canon,” a term that means “rule” and designates the list of writings that are regarded as authoritative for Christian faith and life. It is the purpose of this Introduction to describe those
features that are common to the four gospels. A similar treatment of the letters of the New Testament is provided in the two Introductions that appear before the Letter to the Romans and before the Letter of James, respectively. The Acts of the Apostles, a work that is both historical and theological, and Revelation, an apocalyptic work, have no
counterparts in the New Testament; the special Introductions prefixed to these books treat of the literary characteristics proper to each of them. While the New Testament contains four writings called “gospels,” there is in reality only one gospel running through all of the Christian scriptures, the gospel of and about Jesus Christ. Our English word
“gospel” translates the Greek term euangelion, meaning “good news.” This noun was used in the plural by the Greek translators of the Old Testament to render the Hebrew term for “good news” (2 Sm 4:10; possibly also 2 Sm 18:20, 25). But it is the corresponding verb euangelizomai, “to proclaim good news,” that was especially significant in
preparing for the New Testament idea of “gospel,” since this term is used by Deutero-Isaiah of announcing the great victory of God that was to establish his universal kingship and inaugurate the new age (Is 40:9; 52:7; 61:1). Paul used the word euangelion to designate the message that he and the other apostles proclaimed, the “gospel of God” (Rom
1:1; 15:16; 2 Cor 11:7; 1 Thes 2:2, 8, 9). He often referred to it simply as “the gospel” (Rom 1:16; 10:16; 11:28; etc.) or, because of its content and origin, as “the gospel of Christ” (Rom 15:19; 1 Cor 9:12; 1 Thes 3:2; etc.). Because of its personal meaning for him and his own particular manner of telling the story about Jesus Christ and of explaining the
significance of his cross and resurrection, Paul also referred to this message as “my gospel” (Rom 2:16; cf. Gal 1:11; 2:2) or “our gospel” (2 Cor 4:3; 1 Thes 1:5; 2 Thes 2:14). It was Mark, as far as we know, who first applied the term “gospel” to a book telling the story of Jesus; see Mk 1:1 and the note there. This form of presenting Jesus’ life, works,
teachings, passion, and resurrection was developed further by the other evangelists; see the Introduction to each gospel. The first three of the canonical gospels, Matthew, Mark, and Luke, are so similar at many points when viewed together, particularly when arranged in parallel columns or lines, that they are called “synoptic” gospels, from the
Greek word for such a general view. The fourth gospel, John, often differs significantly from the synoptics in outline and approach. This work never uses the word “gospel” or its corresponding verb; nevertheless, its message concerns the same Jesus, and the reader is urged to believe in him as the Messiah, “that through this belief you may have life in
his name” (Jn 20:31). From the second century onward, the practice arose of designating each of these four books as a “gospel,” understood as a title, and of adding a phrase with a name that identified the traditional author, e.g., “The Gospel according to Matthew.” The arrangement of the canon that was adopted, with the four gospels grouped
together at the beginning followed by Acts, provides a massive focus upon Jesus and allows Acts to serve as a framework for the letters of the New Testament. This order, however, conceals the fact that Luke’s two volumes, a gospel and Acts, were intended by their author to go together. It further obscures the point that Paul’s letters were written
before any of our gospels, though the sayings and deeds of Jesus stand behind all the New Testament writings. We have the Matins service for Great and Holy Friday on Thursday evening. The main part of the Matins is the twelve Gospels on the Lord’s Passion. For your convenience, these twelve Gospels have been posted here. Photo: Oleg Varov /
Patriarchia.ru  John 13:31-18:1 (First Passion Gospel) At that time, When he had gone out, Jesus said, “Now is the Son of man glorified, and in him God is glorified; if God is glorified in him, God will also glorify him in himself, and glorify him at once. Little children, yet a little while I am with you. You will seek me; and as I said to the Jews so now I
say to you, ‘Where I am going you cannot come.” A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another; even as I have loved you, that you also love one another. By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.” Simon Peter said to him, “Lord, where are you going?” Jesus answered, “Where I am going you
cannot follow me now; but you shall follow afterward.” Peter said to him, “Lord, why cannot I follow you now? I will lay down my life for you.” Jesus answered, “Will you lay down your life for me? Truly, truly, I say to you, the cock will not crow, till you have denied me three times. “Let not your hearts be troubled; believe in God, believe also in me. In
my Father’s house are many rooms; if it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you? And when I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to myself, that where I am you may be also. And you know the way where I am going.” Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are going; how can
we know the way?” Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father, but by me. If you had known me, you would have known my Father also; henceforth you know him and have seen him.” Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and we shall be satisfied.” Jesus said to him, “Have I been with you so long,
and yet you do not know me, Philip? He who has seen me has seen the Father; how can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? Do you not believe that I am in the Father and the Father in me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on my own authority; but the Father who dwells in me does his works. Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father in
me; or else believe me for the sake of the works themselves. “Truly, truly, I say to you, he who believes in me will also do the works that I do; and greater works than these will he do, because I go to the Father. Whatever you ask in my name, I will do it, that the Father may be glorified in the Son; if you ask anything in my name, I will do it. “If you love
me, you will keep my commandments. And I will pray the Father, and he will give you another Counselor, to be with you for ever, even the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor knows him; you know him, for he dwells with you, and will be in you. “I will not leave you desolate; I will come to you. Yet a little
while, and the world will see me no more, but you will see me; because I live, you will live also. In that day you will know that I am in my Father, and you in me, and I in you. He who has my commandments and keeps them, he it is who loves me; and he who loves me will be loved by my Father, and I will love him and manifest myself to him.” Judas (not
Iscariot) said to him, “Lord, how is it that you will manifest yourself to us, and not to the world?” Jesus answered him, “If a man loves me, he will keep my word, and my Father will love him, and we will come to him and make our home with him. He who does not love me does not keep my words; and the word which you hear is not mine but the
Father’s who sent me. “These things I have spoken to you, while I am still with you. But the Counselor, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, he will teach you all things, and bring to your remembrance all that I have said to you. Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you; not as the world gives do I give to you. Let not your hearts
be troubled, neither let them be afraid. You heard me say to you, ‘I go away, and I will come to you.’ If you loved me, you would have rejoiced, because I go to the Father; for the Father is greater than I. And now I have told you before it takes place, so that when it does take place, you may believe. I will no longer talk much with you, for the ruler of
this world is coming. He has no power over me; but I do as the Father has commanded me, so that the world may know that I love the Father. Rise, let us go hence. “I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinedresser. Every branch of mine that bears no fruit, he takes away, and every branch that does bear fruit he prunes, that it may bear more fruit.
You are already made clean by the word which I have spoken to you. Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit by itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in me. I am the vine, you are the branches. He who abides in me, and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing. If a
man does not abide in me, he is cast forth as a branch and withers; and the branches are gathered, thrown into the fire and burned. If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask whatever you will, and it shall be done for you. By this my Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit, and so prove to be my disciples. As the Father has loved me, so
have I loved you; abide in my love. If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s commandments and abide in his love. These things I have spoken to you, that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be full. “This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. Greater love has no
man than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends. You are my friends if you do what I command you. No longer do I call you servants, for the servant does not know what his master is doing; but I have called you friends, for all that I have heard from my Father I have made known to you. You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed
you that you should go and bear fruit and that your fruit should abide; so that whatever you ask the Father in my name, he may give it to you. This I command you, to love one another. “If the world hates you, know that it has hated me before it hated you. If you were of the world, the world would love its own; but because you are not of the world, but
I chose you out of the world, therefore the world hates you. Remember the word that I said to you, ‘A servant is not greater than his master.’ If they persecuted me, they will persecute you; if they kept my word, they will keep yours also. But all this they will do to you on my account, because they do not know him who sent me. If I had not come and
spoken to them, they would not have sin; but now they have no excuse for their sin. He who hates me hates my Father also. If I had not done among them the works which no one else did, they would not have sin; but now they have seen and hated both me and my Father. It is to fulfil the word that is written in their law, “They hated me without a
cause.’ But when the Counselor comes, whom I shall send to you from the Father, even the Spirit of truth, who proceeds from the Father, he will bear witness to me; and you also are witnesses, because you have been with me from the beginning. “I have said all this to you to keep you from falling away. They will put you out of the synagogues; indeed,
the hour is coming when whoever kills you will think he is offering service to God. And they will do this because they have not known the Father, nor me. But I have said these things to you, that when their hour comes you may remember that I told you of them. “I did not say these things to you from the beginning, because I was with you. But now I
am going to him who sent me; yet none of you asks me, “‘Where are you going?’ But because I have said these things to you, sorrow has filled your hearts. Nevertheless I tell you the truth: it is to your advantage that I go away, for if I do not go away, the Counselor will not come to you; but if I go, I will send him to you. And when he comes, he will
convince the world concerning sin and righteousness and judgment: concerning sin, because they do not believe in me; concerning righteousness, because I go to the Father, and you will see me no more; concerning judgment, because the ruler of this world is judged. “I have yet many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now. When the
Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth; for he will not speak on his own authority, but whatever he hears he will speak, and he will declare to you the things that are to come. He will glorify me, for he will take what is mine and declare it to you. All that the Father has is mine; therefore I said that he will take what is mine and declare
it to you. “A little while, and you will see me no more; again a little while, and you will see me.” Some of his disciples said to one another, “What is this that he says to us, ‘A little while, and you will not see me, and again a little while, and you will see me’; and, ‘because I go to the Father’?” They said, “What does he mean by ‘a little while’? We do not
know what he means.” Jesus knew that they wanted to ask him; so he said to them, “Is this what you are asking yourselves, what I meant by saying, ‘A little while, and you will not see me, and again a little while, and you will see me’? Truly, truly, I say to you, you will weep and lament, but the world will rejoice; you will be sorrowful, but your sorrow
will turn into joy. When a woman is in travail she has sorrow, because her hour has come; but when she is delivered of the child, she no longer remembers the anguish, for joy that a child is born into the world. So you have sorrow now, but I will see you again and your hearts will rejoice, and no one will take your joy from you. In that day you will ask
nothing of me. Truly, truly, I say to you, if you ask anything of the Father, he will give it to you in my name. Hitherto you have asked nothing in my name; ask, and you will receive, that your joy may be full. “I have said this to you in figures; the hour is coming when I shall no longer speak to you in figures but tell you plainly of the Father. In that day
you will ask in my name; and I do not say to you that I shall pray the Father for you; for the Father himself loves you, because you have loved me and have believed that I came from the Father. I came from the Father and have come into the world; again, I am leaving the world and going to the Father.” His disciples said, “Ah, now you are speaking
plainly, not in any figure! Now we know that you know all things, and need none to question you; by this we believe that you came from God.” Jesus answered them, “Do you now believe? The hour is coming, indeed it has come, when you will be scattered, every man to his home, and will leave me alone; yet I am not alone, for the Father is with me. I
have said this to you, that in me you may have peace. In the world you have tribulation; but be of good cheer, I have overcome the world.” When Jesus had spoken these words, he lifted up his eyes to heaven and said, “Father, the hour has come; glorify thy Son that the Son may glorify thee, since thou hast given him power over all flesh, to give
eternal life to all whom thou hast given him. And this is eternal life, that they know thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom thou hast sent. I glorified thee on earth, having accomplished the work which thou gavest me to do; and now, Father, glorify thou me in thy own presence with the glory which I had with thee before the world was made. “I
have manifested thy name to the men whom thou gavest me out of the world; thine they were, and thou gavest them to me, and they have kept thy word. Now they know that everything that thou hast given me is from thee; for I have given them the words which thou gavest me, and they have received them and know in truth that I came from thee;
and they have believed that thou didst send me. I am praying for them; I am not praying for the world but for those whom thou hast given me, for they are thine; all mine are thine, and thine are mine, and I am glorified in them. And now I am no more in the world, but they are in the world, and I am coming to thee. Holy Father, keep them in thy name,
which thou hast given me, that they may be one, even as we are one. While I was with them, I kept them in thy name, which thou hast given me; I have guarded them, and none of them is lost but the son of perdition, that the scripture might be fulfilled. But now I am coming to thee; and these things I speak in the world, that they may have my joy
fulfilled in themselves. I have given them thy word; and the world has hated them because they are not of the world, even as I am not of the world. I do not pray that thou shouldst take them out of the world, but that thou shouldst keep them from the evil one. They are not of the world, even as I am not of the world. Sanctify them in the truth; thy word
is truth. As thou didst send me into the world, so I have sent them into the world. And for their sake I consecrate myself, that they also may be consecrated in truth. “I do not pray for these only, but also for those who believe in me through their word, that they may all be one; even as thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, that they also may be in us, so
that the world may believe that thou hast sent me. The glory which thou hast given me I have given to them, that they may be one even as we are one, I in them and thou in me, that they may become perfectly one, so that the world may know that thou hast sent me and hast loved them even as thou hast loved me. Father, I desire that they also, whom
thou hast given me, may be with me where I am, to behold my glory which thou hast given me in thy love for me before the foundation of the world. O righteous Father, the world has not known thee, but I have known thee; and these know that thou hast sent me. I made known to them thy name, and I will make it known, that the love with which thou
hast loved me may be in them, and I in them.” When Jesus had spoken these words, he went forth with his disciples across the Kidron valley, where there was a garden, which he and his disciples entered. John 18:1-28 (2nd Passion Gospel) At that time, when Jesus had spoken these words, he went forth with his disciples across the Kidron valley,
where there was a garden, which he and his disciples entered. Now Judas, who betrayed him, also knew the place; for Jesus often met there with his disciples. So Judas, procuring a band of soldiers and some officers from the chief priests and the Pharisees, went there with lanterns and torches and weapons. Then Jesus, knowing all that was to befall
him, came forward and said to them, “Whom do you seek?” They answered him, “Jesus of Nazareth.” Jesus said to them, “I am he.” Judas, who betrayed him, was standing with them. When he said to them, “I am he,” they drew back and fell to the ground. Again he asked them, “Whom do you seek?” And they said, “Jesus of Nazareth.” Jesus answered,
“I told you that I am he; so, if you seek me, let these men go.” This was to fulfil the word which he had spoken, “Of those whom thou gavest me I lost not one.” Then Simon Peter, having a sword, drew it and struck the high priest’s slave and cut off his right ear. The slave’s name was Malchus. Jesus said to Peter, “Put your sword into its sheath; shall I
not drink the cup which the Father has given me?” So the band of soldiers and their captain and the officers of the Jews seized Jesus and bound him. First they led him to Annas; for he was the father-in-law of Ca’iaphas, who was high priest that year. It was Ca’iaphas who had given counsel to the Jews that it was expedient that one man should die for
the people. Simon Peter followed Jesus, and so did another disciple. As this disciple was known to the high priest, he entered the court of the high priest along with Jesus, while Peter stood outside at the door. So the other disciple, who was known to the high priest, went out and spoke to the maid who kept the door, and brought Peter in. The maid
who kept the door said to Peter, “Are not you also one of this man’s disciples?” He said, “I am not.” Now the servants and officers had made a charcoal fire, because it was cold, and they were standing and warming themselves; Peter also was with them, standing and warming himself. The high priest then questioned Jesus about his disciples and his
teaching. Jesus answered him, “I have spoken openly to the world; I have always taught in synagogues and in the temple, where all Jews come together; I have said nothing secretly. Why do you ask me? Ask those who have heard me, what I said to them; they know what I said.” When he had said this, one of the officers standing by struck Jesus with
his hand, saying, “Is that how you answer the high priest?” Jesus answered him, “If I have spoken wrongly, bear witness to the wrong; but if I have spoken rightly, why do you strike me?” Annas then sent him bound to Ca’iaphas the high priest. Now Simon Peter was standing and warming himself. They said to him, “Are not you also one of his
disciples?” He denied it and said, “I am not.” One of the servants of the high priest, a kinsman of the man whose ear Peter had cut off, asked, “Did I not see you in the garden with him?” Peter again denied it; and at once the cock crowed. Then they led Jesus from the house of Ca’iaphas to the praetorium. It was early. They themselves did not enter the
praetorium, so that they might not be defiled, but might eat the passover. Matthew 26:57-75 (Third Passion Gospel) At that time, those who had seized Jesus led him to Ca’iaphas the high priest, where the scribes and the elders had gathered. But Peter followed him at a distance, as far as the courtyard of the high priest, and going inside he sat with
the guards to see the end. Now the chief priests and the whole council sought false testimony against Jesus that they might put him to death, but they found none, though many false witnesses came forward. At last two came forward and said, “This fellow said, ‘I am able to destroy the temple of God, and to build it in three days.”” And the high priest
stood up and said, “Have you no answer to make? What is it that these men testify against you?” But Jesus was silent. And the high priest said to him, “I adjure you by the living God, tell us if you are the Christ, the Son of God.” Jesus said to him, “You have said so. But I tell you, hereafter you will see the Son of man seated at the right hand of Power,
and coming on the clouds of heaven.” Then the high priest tore his robes, and said, “He has uttered blasphemy. Why do we still need witnesses? You have now heard his blasphemy. What is your judgment?” They answered, “He deserves death.” Then they spat in his face, and struck him; and some slapped him, saying, “Prophesy to us, you Christ! Who
is it that struck you?” Now Peter was sitting outside in the courtyard. And a maid came up to him, and said, “You also were with Jesus the Galilean.” But he denied it before them all, saying, “I do not know what you mean.” And when he went out to the porch, another maid saw him, and she said to the bystanders, “This man was with Jesus of
Nazareth.” And again he denied it with an oath, “I do not know the man.” After a little while the bystanders came up and said to Peter, “Certainly you are also one of them, for your accent betrays you.” Then he began to invoke a curse on himself and to swear, “I do not know the man.” And immediately the cock crowed. And Peter remembered the
saying of Jesus, “Before the cock crows, you will deny me three times.” And he went out and wept bitterly. John 18:28-19:16 (Fourth Passion Gospel) At that time, they led Jesus from the house of Ca’iaphas to the praetorium. It was early. They themselves did not enter the praetorium, so that they might not be defiled, but might eat the passover. So
Pilate went out to them and said, “What accusation do you bring against this man?” They answered him, “If this man were not an evildoer, we would not have handed him over.” Pilate said to them, “Take him yourselves and judge him by your own law.” The Jews said to him, “It is not lawful for us to put any man to death.” This was to fulfil the word
which Jesus had spoken to show by what death he was to die. Pilate entered the praetorium again and called Jesus, and said to him, “Are you the King of the Jews?” Jesus answered, “Do you say this of your own accord, or did others say it to you about me?” Pilate answered, “Am I a Jew? Your own nation and the chief priests have handed you over to
me; what have you done?” Jesus answered, “My kingship is not of this world; if my kingship were of this world, my servants would fight, that I might not be handed over to the Jews; but my kingship is not from the world.” Pilate said to him, “So you are a king?” Jesus answered, “You say that I am a king. For this I was born, and for this I have come
into the world, to bear witness to the truth. Every one who is of the truth hears my voice.” Pilate said to him, “What is truth?” After he had said this, he went out to the Jews again, and told them, “I find no crime in him. But you have a custom that I should release one man for you at the Passover; will you have me release for you the King of the Jews?”
They cried out again, “Not this man, but Barab’bas!” Now Barab’bas was a robber. Then Pilate took Jesus and scourged him. And the soldiers plaited a crown of thorns, and put it on his head, and arrayed him in a purple robe; they came up to him, saying, “Hail, King of the Jews!” and struck him with their hands. Pilate went out again, and said to
them, “See, I am bringing him out to you, that you may know that I find no crime in him.” So Jesus came out, wearing the crown of thorns and the purple robe. Pilate said to them, “Behold the man!” When the chief priests and the officers saw him, they cried out, “Crucify him, crucify him!” Pilate said to them, “Take him yourselves and crucify him, for
I find no crime in him.” The Jews answered him, “We have a law, and by that law he ought to die, because he has made himself the Son of God.” When Pilate heard these words, he was the more afraid; he entered the praetorium again and said to Jesus, “Where are you from?” But Jesus gave no answer. Pilate therefore said to him, “You will not speak
to me? Do you not know that I have power to release you, and power to crucify you?” Jesus answered him, “You would have no power over me unless it had been given you from above; therefore he who delivered me to you has the greater sin.” Upon this Pilate sought to release him, but the Jews cried out, “If you release this man, you are not Caesar’s
friend; every one who makes himself a king sets himself against Caesar.” When Pilate heard these words, he brought Jesus out and sat down on the judgment seat at a place called The Pavement, and in Hebrew, Gab’batha. Now it was the day of Preparation of the Passover; it was about the sixth hour. He said to the Jews, “Behold your King!” They
cried out, “Away with him, away with him, crucify him!” Pilate said to them, “Shall I crucify your King?” The chief priests answered, “We have no king but Caesar.” Then he handed him over to them to be crucified. Matthew 27:3-32 (Fifth Passion Gospel) At that time, Judas, his betrayer, saw that he was condemned, he repented and brought back the
thirty pieces of silver to the chief priests and the elders, saying, “I have sinned in betraying innocent blood.” They said, “What is that to us? See to it yourself.” And throwing down the pieces of silver in the temple, he departed; and he went and hanged himself. But the chief priests, taking the pieces of silver, said, “It is not lawful to put them into the
treasury, since they are blood money.” So they took counsel, and bought with them the potter’s field, to bury strangers in. Therefore that field has been called the Field of Blood to this day. Then was fulfilled what had been spoken by the prophet Jeremiah, saying, “And they took the thirty pieces of silver, the price of him on whom a price had been set
by some of the sons of Israel, and they gave them for the potter’s field, as the Lord directed me.” Now Jesus stood before the governor; and the governor asked him, “Are you the King of the Jews?” Jesus said, “You have said so.” But when he was accused by the chief priests and elders, he made no answer. Then Pilate said to him, “Do you not hear how
many things they testify against you?” But he gave him no answer, not even to a single charge; so that the governor wondered greatly. Now at the feast the governor was accustomed to release for the crowd any one prisoner whom they wanted. And they had then a notorious prisoner, called Barab’bas. So when they had gathered, Pilate said to them,
“Whom do you want me to release for you, Barab’bas or Jesus who is called Christ?” For he knew that it was out of envy that they had delivered him up. Besides, while he was sitting on the judgment seat, his wife sent word to him, “Have nothing to do with that righteous man, for I have suffered much over him today in a dream.” Now the chief priests
and the elders persuaded the people to ask for Barab’bas and destroy Jesus. The governor again said to them, “Which of the two do you want me to release for you?” And they said, “Barab’bas.” Pilate said to them, “Then what shall I do with Jesus who is called Christ?” They all said, “Let him be crucified.” And he said, “Why, what evil has he done?”
But they shouted all the more, “Let him be crucified.” So when Pilate saw that he was gaining nothing, but rather that a riot was beginning, he took water and washed his hands before the crowd, saying, “I am innocent of this man’s blood; see to it yourselves.” And all the people answered, “His blood be on us and on our children!” Then he released
for them Barab’bas, and having scourged Jesus, delivered him to be crucified. Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus into the praetorium, and they gathered the whole battalion before him. And they stripped him and put a scarlet robe upon him, and plaiting a crown of thorns they put it on his head, and put a reed in his right hand. And kneeling
before him they mocked him, saying, “Hail, King of the Jews!” And they spat upon him, and took the reed and struck him on the head. And when they had mocked him, they stripped him of the robe, and put his own clothes on him, and led him away to crucify him. As they went out, they came upon a man of Cyre’ne, Simon by name; this man they
compelled to carry his cross. Mark 15:16-32 (Sixth Passion Gospel) At that time, the soldiers led him away inside the palace (that is, the praetorium); and they called together the whole battalion. And they clothed him in a purple cloak, and plaiting a crown of thorns they put it on him. And they began to salute him, “Hail, King of the Jews!” And they
struck his head with a reed, and spat upon him, and they knelt down in homage to him. And when they had mocked him, they stripped him of the purple cloak, and put his own clothes on him. And they led him out to crucify him. And they compelled a passer-by, Simon of Cyre’ne, who was coming in from the country, the father of Alexander and Rufus,
to carry his cross. And they brought him to the place called Gol’gotha (which means the place of a skull). And they offered him wine mingled with myrrh; but he did not take it. And they crucified him, and divided his garments among them, casting lots for them, to decide what each should take. And it was the third hour, when they crucified him. And
the inscription of the charge against him read, “The King of the Jews.” And with him they crucified two robbers, one on his right and one on his left. And those who passed by derided him, wagging their heads, and saying, “Aha! You who would destroy the temple and build it in three days, save yourself, and come down from the cross!” So also the
chief priests mocked him to one another with the scribes, saying, “He saved others; he cannot save himself. Let the Christ, the King of Israel, come down now from the cross, that we may see and believe.” Those who were crucified with him also reviled him. Matthew 27:33-54 (Seventh Passion Gospel) At that time, when they came to a place called
Gol’gotha (which means the place of a skull), they offered him wine to drink, mingled with gall; but when he tasted it, he would not drink it. And when they had crucified him, they divided his garments among them by casting lots; then they sat down and kept watch over him there. And over his head they put the charge against him, which read, “This
is Jesus the King of the Jews.” Then two robbers were crucified with him, one on the right and one on the left. And those who passed by derided him, wagging their heads and saying, “You who would destroy the temple and build it in three days, save yourself! If you are the Son of God, come down from the cross.” So also the chief priests, with the
scribes and elders, mocked him, saying, “He saved others; he cannot save himself. He is the King of Israel; let him come down now from the cross, and we will believe in him. He trusts in God; let God deliver him now, if he desires him; for he said, ‘I am the Son of God.”” And the robbers who were crucified with him also reviled him in the same way.
Now from the sixth hour there was darkness over all the land until the ninth hour. And about the ninth hour Jesus cried with a loud voice, “Eli, Eli, la’ma sabach-tha’'ni?” that is, “My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?” And some of the bystanders hearing it said, “This man is calling Eli’jah.” And one of them at once ran and took a sponge, filled
it with vinegar, and put it on a reed, and gave it to him to drink. But the others said, “Wait, let us see whether Eli’jah will come to save him.” And Jesus cried again with a loud voice and yielded up his spirit. And behold, the curtain of the temple was torn in two, from top to bottom; and the earth shook, and the rocks were split; the tombs also were
opened, and many bodies of the saints who had fallen asleep were raised, and coming out of the tombs after his resurrection they went into the holy city and appeared to many. When the centurion and those who were with him, keeping watch over Jesus, saw the earthquake and what took place, they were filled with awe, and said, “Truly this was the
Son of God!” Luke 23:32-49 (Eighth Passion Gospel) At that time, Two others also, who were criminals, were led away to be put to death with him. And when they came to the place which is called The Skull, there they crucified him, and the criminals, one on the right and one on the left. And Jesus said, “Father, forgive them; for they know not what
they do.” And they cast lots to divide his garments. And the people stood by, watching; but the rulers scoffed at him, saying, “He saved others; let him save himself, if he is the Christ of God, his Chosen One!” The soldiers also mocked him, coming up and offering him vinegar, and saying, “If you are the King of the Jews, save yourself!” There was also
an inscription over him, “This is the King of the Jews.” One of the criminals who were hanged railed at him, saying, “Are you not the Christ? Save yourself and us!” But the other rebuked him, saying, “Do you not fear God, since you are under the same sentence of condemnation? And we indeed justly; for we are receiving the due reward of our deeds;
but this man has done nothing wrong.” And he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.” And he said to him, “Truly, I say to you, today you will be with me in Paradise.” It was now about the sixth hour, and there was darkness over the whole land until the ninth hour, while the sun’s light failed; and the curtain of the temple was
torn in two. Then Jesus, crying with a loud voice, said, “Father, into thy hands I commit my spirit!” And having said this he breathed his last. Now when the centurion saw what had taken place, he praised God, and said, “Certainly this man was innocent!” And all the multitudes who assembled to see the sight, when they saw what had taken place,
returned home beating their breasts. And all his acquaintances and the women who had followed him from Galilee stood at a distance and saw these things. John 19:25-37 (Ninth Passion Gospel) At that time, the soldiers did this. But standing by the cross of Jesus were his mother, and his mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary Mag’dalene.
When Jesus saw his mother, and the disciple whom he loved standing near, he said to his mother, “Woman, behold, your son!” Then he said to the disciple, “Behold, your mother!” And from that hour the disciple took her to his own home. After this Jesus, knowing that all was now finished, said (to fulfil the scripture), “I thirst.” A bowl full of vinegar
stood there; so they put a sponge full of the vinegar on hyssop and held it to his mouth. When Jesus had received the vinegar, he said, “It is finished”; and he bowed his head and gave up his spirit. Since it was the day of Preparation, in order to prevent the bodies from remaining on the cross on the sabbath (for that sabbath was a high day), the Jews
asked Pilate that their legs might be broken, and that they might be taken away. So the soldiers came and broke the legs of the first, and of the other who had been crucified with him; but when they came to Jesus and saw that he was already dead, they did not break his legs. But one of the soldiers pierced his side with a spear, and at once there came
out blood and water. He who saw it has borne witness--his testimony is true, and he knows that he tells the truth--that you also may believe. For these things took place that the scripture might be fulfilled, “Not a bone of him shall be broken.” And again another scripture says, “They shall look on him whom they have pierced.” Mark 15:43-47 (Tenth
Passion Gospel) At that time, Joseph of Arimathe’a, a respected member of the council, who was also himself looking for the kingdom of God, took courage and went to Pilate, and asked for the body of Jesus. And Pilate wondered if he were already dead; and summoning the centurion, he asked him whether he was already dead. And when he learned
from the centurion that he was dead, he granted the body to Joseph. And he bought a linen shroud, and taking him down, wrapped him in the linen shroud, and laid him in a tomb which had been hewn out of the rock; and he rolled a stone against the door of the tomb. Mary Mag’dalene and Mary the mother of Joses saw where he was laid. John 19:38-
42 (Eleventh Passion Gospel) At that time, this Joseph of Arimathe’a, who was a disciple of Jesus, but secretly, for fear of the Jews, asked Pilate that he might take away the body of Jesus, and Pilate gave him leave. So he came and took away his body. Nicode’'mus also, who had at first come to him by night, came bringing a mixture of myrrh and aloes,
about a hundred pounds’ weight. They took the body of Jesus, and bound it in linen cloths with the spices, as is the burial custom of the Jews. Now in the place where he was crucified there was a garden, and in the garden a new tomb where no one had ever been laid. So because of the Jewish day of Preparation, as the tomb was close at hand, they
laid Jesus there. Matthew 27:62-66 (Twelfth Passion Gospel) The next day, that is, after the day of Preparation, the chief priests and the Pharisees gathered before Pilate and said, “Sir, we remember how that impostor said, while he was still alive, ‘After three days I will rise again.” Therefore order the sepulcher to be made secure until the third day,
lest his disciples go and steal him away, and tell the people, ‘He has risen from the dead,’ and the last fraud will be worse than the first.” Pilate said to them, “You have a guard of soldiers; go, make it as secure as you can.” So they went and made the sepulcher secure by sealing the stone and setting a guard. The 12 disciples of Jesus were chosen to
carry out His divine mission on earth. They were not mere followers but true companions, walking side by side with the Son of God.Each disciple had his unique personality, background, and strengths, yet they all shared a common purpose - to spread the Gospel and bring salvation to all nations.From Simon Peter, the bold and impulsive fisherman, to
Matthew, the tax collector turned apostle, their lives were transformed by the power of the Holy Spirit.These twelve chosen disciples witnessed the miracles, heard the teachings, and experienced the love of Jesus firsthand. They were entrusted with the keys to the Kingdom of Heaven and given the authority to heal the sick, cast out demons, and
proclaim the good news of salvation.We will delve into the lives and characteristics of these extraordinary men, exploring their unwavering faith, their struggles, and their unwavering commitment to Jesus Christ. We can be inspired by their example and encouraged to follow in their footsteps, empowered by the Holy Spirit to fulfill our own unique
calling in the Kingdom of God.Who were the 12 disciples of Jesus in order?They were His chosen companions and close followers, who walked alongside Him during His earthly ministry.The names of the 12 disciples in order were Simon Peter, Andrew, James, John, Philip, Bartholomew, Thomas, Matthew, James (son of Alphaeus), Thaddeus, Simon the
Zealot, and Judas Iscariot. Each one of these disciples played a unique role in spreading the teachings of Jesus and witnessing His miracles. They were witnesses to His death, resurrection, and ascension. Through their obedience and faith, they became instruments of the Holy Spirit, proclaiming the Gospel and establishing the early church. Their
lives serve as an inspiration for all believers to follow Jesus wholeheartedly and be led by the power of the Holy Spirit.Peter, also known as Simon Peter, was one of the twelve disciples of Jesus Christ. He was a fisherman by trade and was introduced to Jesus by his brother Andrew. Peter immediately left his fishing nets and followed Jesus, becoming
one of his closest disciples. Peter is known for his impulsive nature, yet he was also filled with great passion and love for Jesus. He witnessed many miracles performed by Jesus and was present during significant moments in Jesus' ministry, such as the Transfiguration. Peter's faith was tested when he denied Jesus three times before his crucifixion,
but he later repented and became a powerful leader in the early Christian church.He was instrumental in spreading the gospel and is often regarded as the rock upon which the church was built. Peter's teachings and writings can be found in the New Testament, particularly in the books of Acts and 1 Peter. His journey with Jesus serves as a reminder
of the transformative power of the Holy Spirit in a person's life.2. JohnJohn was one of the 12 disciples chosen by Jesus himself. He started following Jesus after his brother James introduced him to Jesus, and from that moment on, he became a devoted disciple. John was present during many significant events in Jesus' ministry, such as the
Transfiguration and the Last Supper.John's deep love for Jesus led him to be known as the "beloved disciple."He witnessed the crucifixion of Jesus and was entrusted with the care of Jesus' mother, Mary. After Jesus' resurrection, John played a crucial role in spreading the gospel and establishing the early Christian church.John's writings, particularly
the Gospel of John and the book of Revelation, provide profound insights into the life and teachings of Jesus.He emphasized the importance of love and obedience to God's commandments, highlighting Jesus as the embodiment of God's love for humanity.John's devotion to Jesus and his unwavering faith served as an example to all believers.He reminds
us that following Jesus requires a personal encounter with Him and a deep commitment to living out His teachings. 3. James (The Greater)James the Greater, also known as James, son of Zebedee, was one of the twelve disciples chosen by Jesus to accompany him in his ministry.He and his brother John were fishermen by trade when Jesus called them
to leave their nets and follow him.James, along with Peter and John, formed an inner circle among the disciples, being present for significant moments in Jesus' life such as the transfiguration and the raising of Jairus' daughter.After Jesus' death and resurrection, James continued to spread the message of the Gospel, becoming a prominent figure in the
early Christian community.He eventually traveled to Spain to preach the teachings of Jesus, and it is believed that he was the first apostle to be martyred for his faith, being beheaded by King Herod Agrippa.James the Greater's life serves as an example of wholehearted devotion and willingness to follow Jesus, even to the point of laying down his
life.His commitment to the message of salvation through Christ is an inspiration to all believers, reminding us of the transformative power of the Holy Spirit in our lives.Andrew was a fisherman from the town of Bethsaida and the brother of Simon Peter. He first encountered Jesus through the testimony of John the Baptist, who proclaimed Jesus as the
Lamb of God.Immediately captivated by this revelation, Andrew followed Jesus and spent the day with Him.Andrew's next action was to find his own brother Simon and bring him to Jesus, declaring, "We have found the Messiah!".Andrew played a crucial role in introducing Peter to Jesus, who would later become one of the most prominent

disciples. Throughout his time with Jesus, Andrew faithfully followed and served Him, witnessing miracles and participating in the spread of the Gospel.Andrew's life was characterized by a humble and obedient spirit, always ready to bring others to Jesus.His devotion to Christ was evident in his actions, as he fearlessly shared the message of salvation
with those around him. Andrew's willingness to step out in faith and proclaim Jesus as the Messiah serves as an inspiring example for all believers today.5. PhilipPhilip was one of the twelve apostles chosen by Jesus Himself.He responded to the call of Jesus, leaving everything behind to follow Him.Philip's journey with Jesus was marked by his
unwavering faith and obedience. He witnessed countless miracles and heard profound teachings from the Son of God.As a disciple, Philip played a significant role in spreading the good news of the Kingdom of God.One of Philip's notable moments was his encounter with the Ethiopian eunuch.Led by the Holy Spirit, Philip approached the chariot where
the eunuch was reading the Scriptures. He explained the meaning of the Scriptures, pointing the eunuch to Jesus Christ and baptizing him.Philip's life exemplifies the power of the Holy Spirit working through a willing vessel.He humbly followed Jesus, allowing the Spirit to guide his steps and use him to bring salvation to others. May we, like Philip,
have the same passion and dedication to share the Gospel with those around us.6. BartholomewBartholomew, also known as Nathanael, was one of the 12 disciples of Jesus Christ.He began his journey as a follower of Jesus when Philip, another disciple, invited him to come and see the Messiah. Bartholomew's encounter with Jesus was transformative,
as Jesus saw him under a fig tree and declared him to be a true Israelite without deceit. Inspired by this revelation, Bartholomew proclaimed Jesus as the Son of God and dedicated his life to spreading the gospel.While there are not many specific details about Bartholomew's ministry in the Bible, it is believed that he traveled to various regions,
sharing the teachings of Jesus and performing miracles in His name.Bartholomew's unwavering faith and commitment to Christ serve as an example for all believers, reminding us of the power of encountering Jesus and boldly proclaiming His truth to the world. Thomas was one of the 12 chosen disciples of Jesus Christ. He started following Jesus
when he heard the teachings and witnessed the miracles performed by Jesus.Thomas was known for his questioning nature and seeking evidence.When Jesus appeared to the disciples after His resurrection, Thomas doubted and declared that he would only believe if he could see and touch the wounds of Jesus.However, Jesus appeared again and
invited Thomas to see and touch His wounds.Thomas, overwhelmed with the presence of Jesus, exclaimed, "My Lord and my God!" From that moment on, Thomas believed and became a devoted follower of Jesus.Thomas played a significant role in spreading the teachings of Jesus after His ascension.He traveled to different regions, proclaiming the
Gospel and sharing the message of salvation. Tradition holds that Thomas traveled to India, where he established a Christian community.Despite his initial doubt, Thomas became a faithful disciple and demonstrated great courage and commitment in sharing the message of Jesus.Today, Thomas is remembered as "Doubting Thomas," but his journey
serves as a reminder that even those who doubt can experience the transformative power of God.8. MatthewMatthew the disciple, also known as Levi, was a tax collector in Capernaum. He was called by Jesus to be one of His twelve disciples while sitting at the tax booth. Matthew immediately left everything behind and followed Jesus, leaving his life
of tax collecting behind him.As a disciple, Matthew accompanied Jesus throughout His ministry, witnessing His teachings, miracles, and interactions with people.Matthew also played a key role in documenting the life and teachings of Jesus, as he authored the Gospel of Matthew, one of the four canonical Gospels in the Bible.Through his gospel,
Matthew aimed to present Jesus as the long-awaited Messiah and the fulfillment of Old Testament prophecies.He emphasized Jesus' teachings on righteousness, the Kingdom of Heaven, and the importance of faith. Matthew's gospel provides valuable insights into the life, ministry, and teachings of Jesus, and continues to inspire and guide believers
today.9. James (Son of Alphaeus)James, son of Alphaeus, was one of the twelve disciples chosen by Jesus to accompany him in his earthly ministry.Although not much is known about James, he demonstrated his commitment to following Jesus by leaving everything behind and dedicating himself to the teachings and mission of Christ.James, like the
other disciples, witnessed countless miracles, heard profound teachings, and experienced firsthand the transformative power of Jesus' presence.He was a faithful follower who embraced the message of love, repentance, and salvation preached by Jesus.After Jesus' ascension, James continued to spread the Gospel and share the good news of
salvation.He played a crucial role in the early Christian community, contributing to the growth of the Church and the proclamation of the Kingdom of God.While there are different traditions and interpretations about James' specific ministry and missionary efforts, what remains clear is his unwavering devotion to Jesus and his commitment to sharing
the message of salvation with others.James, son of Alphaeus, serves as an example of a humble disciple who responded to Jesus' call and dedicated his life to serving and proclaiming the power of the Holy Spirit.He reminds us that through our own commitment to Christ, we too can be transformed and participate in the work of bringing salvation to
the world.10. Judas (The Greater)Judas, also known as Jude Thaddaeus, was one of the twelve apostles chosen by Jesus Christ Himself.He began following Jesus when he heard the call to leave everything behind and become a disciple. Judas witnessed the miracles performed by Jesus, heard His teachings, and experienced firsthand the love and power
of the Holy Spirit working through Him.Judas, like the other disciples, was entrusted with the mission of spreading the good news of salvation and healing the sick.He was given authority by Jesus to cast out demons and cure diseases.Alongside his fellow apostles, Judas played an integral role in establishing the foundation of the early church, sharing



the message of hope and redemption.Judas the Greater was a disciple of Jesus who experienced the transformative power of the Holy Spirit. He began following Jesus, witnessed His miracles, and played a significant role in spreading the gospel. Simon, also known as Simon the Zealot, was one of the twelve disciples of Jesus mentioned in the Bible.It
is believed that he was a member of the Zealots, a political group known for their passion and zeal for the Jewish law and the liberation of Israel from Roman rule.Simon's journey of following Jesus is not explicitly described in the Bible, but it is widely believed that he became a disciple after encountering Jesus during his ministry.Like the other
disciples, Simon witnessed the teachings, miracles, and the transformative power of Jesus.As a disciple, Simon would have accompanied Jesus on his travels, witnessing his ministry firsthand and learning from his teachings.Alongside the other disciples, Simon would have been involved in preaching the message of the Kingdom of God, healing the
sick, and casting out demons.While specific details about Simon's actions and contributions are not mentioned in the Bible, it is evident that he played a vital role in spreading the Gospel.As a zealot, Simon's passion and dedication would have helped in proclaiming the message of Jesus and building the early Christian community.Simon's identity as a
Zealot indicates that he was committed to the cause of Jewish independence.However, upon becoming a disciple of Jesus, he would have redirected his zeal and passion towards the Kingdom of God, embracing Jesus' teachings of love, forgiveness, and reconciliation.Simon's exact fate or the manner of his death is not recorded in the Bible, but it is
believed by tradition that he preached the Gospel in Egypt and Persia before being martyred.Simon the Zealot was a devoted follower of Jesus Christ who, through his zeal and dedication, played a significant role in spreading the message of the Gospel. His transformation from a political zealot to a disciple of Jesus is a powerful example of the life-
changing impact of encountering Christ.12. Judas IscariotJudas Iscariot, one of the twelve chosen disciples, is a figure widely known for his betrayal of Jesus Christ.In the Bible, he is portrayed as the one who handed Jesus over to the religious leaders, resulting in his crucifixion. But who was Judas Iscariot and how did he come to be a disciple of
Jesus?Judas, whose last name "Iscariot" indicates his place of origin, was likely from Kerioth, a town in Judea.He joined the group of disciples early on in Jesus' ministry, along with the others. He witnessed the miracles, heard Jesus' teachings, and experienced the transformative power of the Holy Spirit. However, despite being chosen as one of the
twelve, Judas had his own motivations and desires.He was entrusted with the responsibility of managing the disciples' finances. However, he was a thief and would steal from the money bag for his own gain.Greed and self-interest began to corrupt his heart, leading him down a treacherous path.As Jesus' ministry progressed, Judas became
increasingly disillusioned. He began to doubt Jesus' mission and questioned the value of his own discipleship.The turning point came when a woman anointed Jesus' feet with expensive perfume.Judas, driven by his own greed, criticized her, suggesting that the perfume could have been sold to benefit the poor.But in reality, he wanted the money for
himself.Judas' betrayal unfolded during the Last Supper.Jesus, aware of Judas' intentions, revealed that one of his disciples would betray him. Judas, knowing he had been exposed, left the gathering and conspired with the religious leaders to hand Jesus over in exchange for thirty pieces of silver.Judas' actions led to Jesus' arrest, trial, and crucifixion.
Filled with remorse, Judas returned the money and confessed his guilt, but it was too late.Consumed by guilt and despair, he tragically ended his own life.The story of Judas Iscariot serves as a cautionary tale, illustrating the dangers of allowing personal desires and greed to corrupt one's heart.It reminds us of the importance of remaining steadfast in
our commitment to following Jesus and relying on the power of the Holy Spirit to guard us against temptation and lead us in righteousness.What can we learn from the characteristics of the disciples of Jesus?The characteristics of Jesus' disciples teach us the value of humility and obedience. Their lives exemplify the power of the Holy Spirit working
through ordinary people to accomplish extraordinary things.They were willing vessels, fully surrendered to God's will, and their actions inspire us to do the same.The disciples' faith was tested time and again, yet they remained steadfast in their commitment to follow Jesus.Their unwavering trust in the Holy Spirit enabled them to perform miracles,
heal the sick, and proclaim the good news with boldness. They demonstrate that when we yield to the Spirit's leading, we become vessels through which God's power can flow.From their mistakes and failures, we learn the importance of genuine repentance and seeking forgiveness.Despite their shortcomings, the disciples experienced the
transformative power of the Holy Spirit, who empowered them to grow and learn from their mistakes. Their lives remind us that God's grace is greater than our failures, and He can use even our weaknesses for His glory.The disciples' unity and love for one another teach us the value of community and fellowship.They supported and encouraged each
other, standing strong in the face of persecution and opposition.Through the Holy Spirit's guidance, they built a vibrant community that extended beyond racial, cultural, and social boundaries.Their example challenges us to cultivate unity and love within the body of Christ.The disciples' lives and characteristics point us back to Jesus. They were not
the heroes of the story, but rather humble servants who recognized their need for the Holy Spirit's power. They directed all attention and praise to Jesus, the source of their strength. Their lives remind us that it is not by our own might or abilities, but by the power of the Holy Spirit, that true transformation and impact occur.The deaths of the 12
disciplesThe deaths of the twelve disciples of Jesus is a testament to their unwavering faith and commitment to spreading the message of salvation.Each disciple, in their unique way, bore witness to the power of the Holy Spirit and ultimately gave their lives for their beliefs. However, not all of the disciples' deaths are recorded in the Bible, but these
are the ones we do know. Peter, the rock on which Jesus built His church, was crucified upside down, not deeming himself worthy to die in the same manner as his Lord. Andrew, Peter's brother, was also crucified, spreading the Good News until his last breath.James, the son of Zebedee, was the first disciple to be martyred. He was beheaded by
Herod Agrippa I for his unwavering faith. John, the beloved disciple, was the only one to die a natural death, but not before enduring persecution and exile for the sake of the Gospel.Philip, Bartholomew, and Thomas all faced martyrdom for their faith. Philip was crucified, Bartholomew was flayed alive, and Thomas was pierced with spears.Matthew,
the former tax collector, was slain by a sword in Ethiopia. James, the son of Alphaeus, was thrown from the pinnacle of the temple in Jerusalem and then beaten to death.Simon the Zealot and Thaddeus, also known as Lebbaeus or Judas, were both martyred for their beliefs. Simon was crucified, and Thaddeus was shot with arrows.Judas Iscariot, the
betrayer of Jesus, took his own life out of remorse for his actions.The deaths of these disciples serve as a powerful reminder of the sacrifices made for the sake of the Gospel.They were filled with the Holy Spirit, boldly proclaiming the message of salvation even in the face of persecution and death.May their example inspire us to live with the same
fervor and devotion to Christ.The first of the 12 disciples to be called by Jesus was Simon, who was later given the name Peter. Jesus saw great potential in him and knew that he would become a powerful leader in spreading the Gospel message.Peter's encounter with Jesus was a divine appointment orchestrated by the Holy Spirit, setting him on a
path of discipleship and ministry. Through the power of God, Peter was transformed from a simple fisherman into a bold and courageous apostle, instrumental in the establishment and growth of the early Church. The Holy Spirit continues to work in our lives today, calling us to follow Jesus and empowering us to fulfill our unique purpose in the
advancement of God's Kingdom.Why did Jesus call twelve disciples?Many believe that Jesus called twelve disciples to symbolize the restoration of the twelve tribes of Israel.Each disciple represents a tribe, and their unity demonstrates the coming together of God's chosen people. The number twelve is significant because it signifies completeness and
divine order, mirroring the twelve sons of Jacob who became the heads of the twelve tribes of Israel. Through the disciples, Jesus established a new covenant, revealing that all nations are included in God's plan of salvation.The calling of the twelve disciples also highlights Jesus' authority and his desire to teach and train them to carry on his ministry
after his departure.Who was the brother to Jesus?James, who many consider to be the half brother of Jesus, was a significant figure in the early Christian church. He played a crucial role in spreading the teachings of Jesus and establishing the foundation of the faith. James was an anointed vessel of the Holy Spirit, empowered to carry out God's divine
plan. His life and ministry serve as a testament to the power of the Holy Spirit at work in the lives of believers. Through the guidance and indwelling of the Holy Spirit, James was able to fulfill his purpose and contribute to the advancement of the Kingdom of God.Jude is also considered by some to be Jesus' half brother as well. Who is the best friend of
Jesus?The best friend of Jesus is God, the Father, and the Holy Spirit, for it is the Spirit who dwells within Him, guides Him, and empowers Him to fulfill the will of the Father.The three are essentially one, as is defined by the word 'trilogy'. God and the Holy Spirit are not merely companions, but a divine presence that brings comfort, wisdom, and
strength to Jesus in His earthly ministry. This intimate relationship between Jesus, God, and the Holy Spirit demonstrates the power and importance of fellowship and communion in our lives as well. We too have God, Jesus, and the Holy Spirit as our constant companions and source of guidance, comfort, and empowerment.What is the difference
between apostles and disciples?The difference between apostles and disciples lies in their roles and responsibilities.Disciples are followers of Jesus Christ, learning from Him and spreading His teachings. Apostles, on the other hand, are specifically chosen and commissioned by Jesus to be His messengers and carry out His mission. Some consider
them to have a higher level of authority and are sent out to proclaim the Gospel and establish the Church.Who wrote the Gospels?The Gospels were written by the inspired apostles and disciples of Jesus Christ, under the guidance and inspiration of the Holy Spirit.It is important to recognize that these accounts were not mere human writings, but
divinely inspired testimonies of the life, teachings, death, and resurrection of Jesus.Without the active presence and guidance of the Holy Spirit, the Gospels would lack the power and authority that they possess.The Holy Spirit worked through these chosen individuals to ensure that the message of the Gospels would accurately convey the truth about
Jesus and His redemptive work.We can trust in the authenticity and reliability of the Gospels, knowing that they were written under the anointing and influence of the Holy Spirit.We must not underestimate the significance of the Holy Spirit's role in the writing of the Gospels.It is through the power of the Spirit that these accounts continue to impact
and transform lives, leading people to encounter the living Christ and experience the salvation that He offers.As believers, let us cherish and study the Gospels, recognizing that they are a precious gift from God, inspired by the Holy Spirit, and designed to draw us closer to Jesus.May the Holy Spirit continue to illuminate the truths within the Gospels,
empowering us to live out the teachings of our Lord and Savior.12 Disciples Of Jesus Bible Scripture Verses (KJV)Matthew 28:18-20 - And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth. Matthew 5:14-16 - Ye are the light of the world. A city that is set on an hill cannot be hid. Luke 14:27 - And whosoever
doth not bear his cross, and come after me, cannot be my disciple.2 Timothy 2:2 - And the things that thou hast heard of me among many witnesses, the same commit thou to faithful men, who shall be able to teach others also.Ephesians 4:11-17 - And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and
teachers;John 15:1-17 - I am the true vine, and my Father is the husbandman.John 13:34-35 - A new commandment I give unto you, That ye love one another; as I have loved you, that ye also love one another.Luke 6:40 - The disciple is not above his master: but every one that is perfect shall be as his master.Luke 14:26 - If any man come to me, and
hate not his father, and mother, and wife, and children, and brethren, and sisters, yea, and his own life also, he cannot be my disciple.Luke 14:33 - So likewise, whosoever he be of you that forsaketh not all that he hath, he cannot be my disciple.Titus 2:1-8 - But speak thou the things which become sound doctrine: Acts 2:42 - And they continued
stedfastly in the apostles' doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and in prayers.Luke 9:23 - And he said to them all, If any man will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross daily, and follow me.John 8:31-32 - Then said Jesus to those Jews which believed on him, If ye continue in my word, then are ye my disciples indeed;
Matthew 16:24-25 - Then said Jesus unto his disciples, If any man will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me.



