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Cigars	stored	outside	a	humidor	and	without	any	preservation	methods	will	last	up	to	two	days.	If	you	are	a	cigar	lover,	you	need	more	than	this	lifespan.	The	cigar	humidor	is	the	best	way	to	preserve	the	freshness	of	cigars.	But	if	you	are	on	a	trip	or	vacation	far	from	home	and	find	a	rare	stick	to	enjoy	later	at	home,	you	will	have	to	improvise	with
what	is	available.	We	have	all	experienced	such	situations	and	learned	how	to	store	our	sticks	and	enjoy	them	later.	Even	if	you	have	a	humidor,	it’s	helpful	to	know	that	storing	cigars	without	a	humidor	is	possible.	Here	you	can	learn	how	to	do	it:	You	can	store	your	cigars	for	a	few	weeks	in	a	Ziploc	bag	and	a	sponge	or	humidification	pouch.	This	is
not	a	long	term	method	of	keeping	the	moisture	of	your	cigars.	But	it	is	fine	for	a	few	cigars	you	plan	to	smoke	in	the	next	few	days.	The	more	often	you	open	the	Ziploc	bag,	the	faster	your	cigars	will	dry	out.	Place	your	cigars	in	the	Ziploc	bag	and	put	a	damp	piece	of	sponge	inside.	The	sponge	should	not	be	so	soaked	that	the	water	leaks	inside	the
bag.	Make	sure	the	sponge	does	not	come	in	contact	with	the	cigars.	Too	much	moisture	increases	the	risk	of	mold	growth.	Instead	of	a	wet	sponge,	you	can	use	a	humidification	pouch	such	as	Boveda.	Humidification	pouches	are	small	packets	that	create	ideal	conditions	for	your	stogies.	In	this	case,	you	do	not	have	to	worry	about	your	cigars	getting
soaked.	If	you	use	an	airtight	container	and	a	sponge	or	a	humidification	pouch,	your	cigars	can	last	up	to	three	months.	It	is	crucial	that	the	container	is	tightly	sealed	and	that	it	is	clean	and	odor	free.		This	method	is	similar	to	the	Ziploc	method.	Be	careful	not	to	soak	your	cigars	with	the	sponge.	A	Boveda	pack	and	an	airtight	container	can	preserve
the	humidity	of	25	cigars	for	ninety	days.	We	prefer	this	as	DIY	humidor	improvisation	because	the	rigid	box	protects	your	cigars	from	being	crushed	in	your	luggage.	A	cooler,	also	called	a	coolidor,	is	a	great	way	to	store	cigars	for	an	extended	period	of	time.	If	you	want	to	turn	your	cooler	into	a	humidor,	you	will	need	to	buy	a	humidification	unit
and	a	hygrometer.	A	single	humidification	unit	can	keep	up	to	forty	cigars	fresh,	and	the	built-in	fan	provides	adequate	airflow.	And	the	hygrometer	will	help	you	maintain	the	optimal	humidity	and	temperature.	Read	more:	How	long	do	cigars	last	in	a	humidor	You	can	keep	cigars	in	their	original	box.	Usually,	cigar	manufacturers	package	their
premium	cigars	in	boxes	with	a	cedar	interior.	As	long	as	it	is	sealed,	the	cigars	can	be	stored	in	it	for	up	to	a	month	and	a	half.	When	you	open	the	box,	the	cigars	dry	out	for	about	thirty	days.	The	period	depends	on	the	room	temperature	and	the	climate	outside	your	home.	In	a	sealed	box,	cigars	can	last	up	to	six	weeks.	A	cigar	sold	individually	in
cellophane	wrappers	retains	its	freshness	for	about	30	days.	A	premium	cigar	can	be	re-humidified	if	it	has	dried	out,	but	it	probably	will	not	taste	as	good	as	it	should.	When	the	cigar	is	completely	dried	out,	its	essential	oils	are	gone.	No,	they	do	not.	The	refrigerator	is	too	cold	and	too	dry	to	keep	your	cigars	in.	Cigars	Since	most	goods	have	an
expiration	date	or	“best	used	by”	date,	it	makes	sense	that	cigars	would	have	one,	too,	right?	Well,	yes	and	no.	The	real	answer	is	a	bit	tricky	because	cigars	don’t	expire	like	foods	and	perishables	do.	In	fact,	some	premium	cigars	even	improve	in	flavor	with	age	—	meaning	the	longer	you	store	or	age	them,	the	better	they	get.	That’s	not	true	with	all
cigars,	as	some	you	don’t	want	to	age	at	all,	but	the	gist	is	that	there’s	no	official	expiration.	That	said,	cigars	must	be	stored	properly	in	a	humidor	while	keeping	the	humidity	and	temperature	levels	optimal.	Otherwise,	the	cigar	will	dry	out	quickly,	losing	its	nuanced	flavor.	Let’s	discuss	it	in	more	detail,	shall	we?	How	long	does	a	cigar	last?	Digital
Trends	Most	cigars	will	last	indefinitely	if	stored	properly	in	a	humidor	with	ideal	temperature	and	humidity	levels.	Premium	cigars	tend	to	improve	with	age,	which	is	why	cigar	enthusiasts	often	talk	about	aging	their	cigars.	That	means	they	merely	store	the	cigars	for	an	extended	time	and	do	not	smoke	them	to	let	the	tobacco	and	blend	rest.	Some
cigars	that	age	great	are:	However,	depending	on	the	particular	blend,	some	cigars	do	not	age	well.	They’re	best	smoked	as	soon	as	you	get	them	or	soon	after.	There	are	a	few	reasons	for	this,	including	the	quality	of	the	cigar	itself,	the	tobacco	and	ingredients	used	to	roll	the	cigar,	and	the	pre-aging	of	the	tobacco.	Before	putting	them	on	the
market,	many	cigar	brands	already	age	the	cigars,	sometimes	for	years	at	a	time.	The	most	essential	element	of	cigar	aging	is	the	flavor	or,	rather,	the	experience	you’ll	have	because	of	it.	Like	fine	wines,	a	cigar’s	complex	flavors	can	intensify	as	it	ages.	But	again,	it	depends	almost	entirely	on	the	blend	and	quality	of	the	cigar.	If	you	try	to	age	a
cigar	that	should	not	be	and	then	smoke	it	after	a	long	rest,	much	of	the	flavor	will	be	gone	—	it	will	be	more	like	smoking	flavorless	paper,	which	is	not	enjoyable.	If	you	don’t	store	cigars	appropriately,	they	will	dry	out	and	not	taste	as	good.	Here’s	a	primer	on	what	cigars	taste	like	for	comparison.	How	do	you	know	if	a	cigar	is	dried	out	or	expired?
The	Manual	A	telltale	sign	of	a	dried-out	cigar	is	a	cracked	or	damaged	wrapper.	You	may	also	notice	crumbling,	or	when	you	feel	the	cigar,	it’s	not	suitably	spongy,	meaning	it’s	extra	hard	and	doesn’t	respond	when	you	squish	it	ever	so	slightly.	A	humid	cigar	will	feel	balanced	and	have	a	somewhat	spongy	response,	yet	it’s	still	durable.	Thanks	to
the	moisture	inside,	it	won’t	crack,	break,	or	compress	too	much	when	you	squish	it.	The	opposite	can	also	happen.	A	cigar	can	be	too	humid.	The	same	signs	may	appear	like	a	cracking	or	broken	wrapper,	primarily	because	of	too	much	expansion	from	the	extra	moisture,	but	you	may	also	see	mold.	Mold	is	not	good.	If	you	find	a	cigar	with	mold	in
your	humidor,	you’ll	want	to	clean	it	out	and	check	your	other	cigars	immediately.	That’s	one	reason	we	recommend	keeping	the	cellophane	on	your	cigars	even	when	stored	inside	your	humidor.	They’re	relatively	protected	and	isolated	from	others	if	ever	there’s	a	mold	or	beetle	problem.	Both	situations	—	dry	or	too	wet	—	will	result	in	a	poor
smoking	experience.	Cigars	that	are	too	dry	or	humid	will	burn	hot,	maybe	even	burning	your	lips,	mouth,	or	throat.	They	will	burn	unevenly	or	tunnel	and	may	even	fall	apart	as	you	smoke.	The	wrapper	can	come	loose	and	unravel,	or	the	heat	buildup	inside	the	cigar	can	cause	further	issues.	You	must	store	cigars	in	the	correct	conditions	to	ensure	a
pleasurable	smoking	experience.	Curious	what	that’s	like?	We	have	a	guide	that	explains	precisely	how	cigars	make	you	feel.	How	long	does	a	cigar	last	while	out	of	the	wrapper	or	outside	a	humidor?	Yamil	Lage/Getty	Image	/	Getty	It	depends	on	the	type	of	cigar	and	how	it’s	been	stored.	The	ideal	humidity	range	is	between	62	and	70	Relative
Humidity	(RH).	I	like	to	keep	mine	right	in	the	middle,	around	65	RH,	as	do	most	cigar	enthusiasts.	The	higher	the	humidity,	the	longer	the	cigar	will	retain	moisture,	with	one	exception:	the	climate	where	you	live.	You	want	to	keep	the	humidity	levels	lower	in	a	humid	place	like	Florida,	where	I	live.	That’s	because	as	soon	as	you	take	the	cigar	out	of
the	humidor	and	step	outside,	it	begins	soaking	up	more	humidity.	In	a	dry	place	like	Arizona,	you	want	more	humidity.	As	soon	as	you	step	outside	with	that	cigar,	it	will	begin	drying	out	faster	than	anywhere	else.	The	amount	of	time	you	can	keep	that	cigar	out	of	the	humidor	and	out	of	its	cellophane	differs	depending	on	the	climate	and	humidity.
More	humidity	means	it	will	be	fine	for	longer	unless	it’s	in	a	dry	environment.	There	are	further	exceptions	to	this,	of	course,	and	your	real-world	experience	will	always	change,	but	as	a	general	rule,	that’s	what	we’re	working	with.	As	soon	as	you	take	your	cigar	out	of	the	humidor	and	out	of	the	cellophane,	preparing	to	smoke	it,	you	should	do	so
within	the	next	24	hours.	I	would	argue	that	you	should	smoke	it	within	the	next	few	hours	when	the	flavor	will	be	strongest.	Some	cigar	enthusiasts	like	to	“dry	box”	their	cigars	before	smoking	them.	They’ll	take	them	out	of	their	humidor	up	to	a	day	before	and	let	them	dry	out	a	little	to	bring	the	humidity	down.	Even	so,	they	still	smoke	them
relatively	soon,	so	they’re	not	dry	boxing	for	long.	Some	things	to	keep	in	mind:	Don’t	freeze	or	refrigerate	your	cigars.	Always	store	your	cigars	in	a	humidor,	whether	a	large	cabinet-style	one	or	a	smaller	tabletop	or	desk	humidor.	Some	even	use	,	plastic	Tupperware-style	humidors	that	seal	up	tight.	Maintain	humidity	in	your	humidor.	You	can	use	a
or	similarly	automated	system,	filling	it	regularly	with	distilled	water.	If	your	humidor	is	smaller,	Boveda	packs	also	work	great.	Check	them	regularly	for	signs	of	damage,	mold,	or	even	cigar	beetles.	Monitor	the	temperature,	not	just	the	humidity.	Ideally,	your	cigars	should	be	stored	between	65	and	70	degrees	Fahrenheit.	If	possible,	try	to	avoid
sudden	or	broad	temperature	changes.	Rotate	your	cigars	by	occasionally	swapping	them	around	inside	your	humidor,	especially	if	you	have	a	large	cabinet	humidor.	This	helps	ensure	they	absorb	moisture	evenly.	In	summary,	with	proper	storage	in	a	humidor	and	optimal	temperature	and	humidity	levels,	you	can	pretty	much	keep	a	cigar
indefinitely.	Although	some	are	better	when	smoked	soon	after	you	buy	them,	most	premium	cigars	improve	with	age.	If	you	take	a	cigar	out	of	the	humidor	and	out	of	its	cellophane,	you	should	plan	to	smoke	it	within	the	next	24	to	48	hours.	The	Manual's	resident	cigar	enthusiast	and	expert.	Branded	content	writer.	Purveyor	of	all	things	tech	and
magical.	Cigar	lovers	take	great	care	in	preserving	their	prized	collection,	understanding	that	cigars,	like	fine	wine,	age	and	improve	over	time	if	handled	correctly.	But	how	long	can	a	cigar	actually	last	if	stored	properly?	The	answer	depends	on	multiple	factors,	including	the	type	of	storage,	humidity	control,	and	the	original	quality	of	the	cigar.	Let’s
explore	the	details	behind	cigar	storage	and	the	life	expectancy	of	cigars	under	optimal	conditions.	The	Role	of	Humidity	in	Preserving	Cigars	The	key	to	preserving	cigars	for	extended	periods	is	proper	humidity	control.	Cigars	are	made	from	organic	tobacco	leaves,	which	are	highly	sensitive	to	moisture	levels.	A	cigar	that	dries	out	can	become
brittle	and	lose	its	flavor,	while	one	that	is	too	moist	can	develop	mold	and	become	unsmokable.	The	ideal	humidity	level	for	cigar	storage	is	around	65-72%,	and	maintaining	this	balance	is	crucial	for	keeping	cigars	fresh.	To	ensure	this,	cigar	smokers	use	humidors—sealed	containers	designed	to	regulate	humidity.	Inside	a	humidor,	cigars	can	last
indefinitely.	In	fact,	many	aficionados	believe	that	cigars	improve	in	flavor	as	they	age	when	stored	at	the	right	humidity.	Some	cigars,	like	fine	Cuban	cigars,	are	known	to	develop	complex	flavor	profiles	after	several	years	of	aging	under	proper	conditions.	A	well-maintained	humidor	can	preserve	cigars	for	many	years,	but	the	quality	of	the	cigar	also
plays	a	significant	role.	High-quality	cigars,	which	are	well-constructed	and	made	with	premium	tobacco,	are	more	likely	to	withstand	long-term	aging	than	lower-quality	options.	The	Lifespan	of	a	Cigar	Without	a	Humidor	While	humidors	are	the	gold	standard	for	cigar	storage,	not	every	smoker	has	access	to	one.	Without	a	humidor,	cigars	can	still
last	for	a	short	period	if	alternative	storage	methods	are	used.	Storing	cigars	in	a	sealed	plastic	bag	with	a	humidity	control	pack,	such	as	a	Boveda	pack,	can	extend	their	life	for	a	few	weeks	to	a	few	months.	However,	cigars	stored	without	any	humidity	control	will	quickly	dry	out,	especially	in	environments	with	low	humidity.	In	such	cases,	cigars
may	become	unsmokable	within	days	or	weeks.	For	long-term	storage,	a	humidor	or	a	similar	airtight	container	with	humidity	control	is	essential.	How	Long	is	Too	Long?	Even	under	optimal	conditions,	there	is	a	point	where	cigars	may	no	longer	improve	with	age.	Many	cigars	reach	their	peak	flavor	between	5-10	years	of	proper	storage.	After	that,
the	flavor	may	become	muted,	and	the	cigar	may	lose	some	of	its	original	character.	However,	this	is	largely	dependent	on	the	smoker’s	personal	taste,	and	some	may	enjoy	the	subtle	changes	that	occur	in	a	cigar	over	decades	of	aging.	It’s	important	to	note	that	not	all	cigars	are	meant	to	be	aged	for	long	periods.	Certain	blends	are	designed	to	be
enjoyed	fresh	and	may	not	benefit	from	extended	aging.	In	contrast,	cigars	made	from	stronger,	more	robust	tobacco	tend	to	improve	with	age,	as	the	flavors	mellow	and	become	more	refined.	What	Happens	to	Cigars	When	They	Go	Bad?	When	cigars	are	improperly	stored	or	allowed	to	go	bad,	they	undergo	noticeable	changes	in	both	appearance
and	taste.	Here	are	some	key	indicators	of	a	bad	cigar:	If	you’re	a	cigar	smoker	without	a	humidor,	you	might	be	wondering	how	long	your	cigars	can	stay	fresh	before	drying	out.	The	answer	depends	on	the	environment,	but	generally,	a	cigar	can	last	1	to	3	days	without	a	humidor	before	losing	moisture	and	flavor.	Factors	That	Affect	Cigar
Freshness	Humidity	Levels	–	Cigars	need	65-72%	humidity	to	stay	fresh.	In	dry	climates,	they	dry	out	faster,	sometimes	within	24	hours.	Temperature	–	Higher	temperatures	speed	up	moisture	loss.	Cooler,	more	humid	conditions	help	cigars	last	longer.	Storage	Conditions	–	If	left	in	the	open	air,	a	cigar	will	dry	out	much	quicker	than	if	stored	in	an
airtight	bag	or	container.	How	to	Keep	a	Cigar	Fresh	Without	a	Humidor	If	you	don’t	have	a	humidor,	try	these	methods	to	keep	your	cigars	fresh	for	longer:	Airtight	Container	with	Spanish	Cedar	–	Use	a	Tupperware-style	container	with	Spanish	cedar	sheets,	dividers,	or	trays	to	maintain	moisture.	Boveda	Packs	–	Humidity	control	packs	help
regulate	moisture	inside	an	airtight	bag	or	box.	Ziploc	Bag	and	Damp	Sponge	–	A	temporary	solution,	but	be	careful	not	to	over-humidify	your	cigars.	Can	You	Rehydrate	a	Dried-Out	Cigar?	Yes!	If	your	cigar	has	dried	out	but	hasn’t	cracked,	you	can	slowly	restore	moisture	by	placing	it	in	a	properly	humidified	container	for	a	few	weeks.	However,	if
it’s	too	dry,	it	may	never	fully	recover	its	original	flavor.	To	keep	your	cigars	fresh,	always	store	them	properly.	For	long-term	storage,	investing	in	a	quality	cigar	humidor	is	the	best	way	to	preserve	their	taste	and	quality.	Want	an	easy	DIY	humidor	setup?	Check	out	Cigar	Star’s	Spanish	Cedar	Accessories	to	create	your	own	airtight	storage	solution!
A	humidor	is	the	ideal	storage	solution	for	cigars,	as	it	helps	maintain	the	optimal	conditions	for	preserving	their	flavor,	aroma,	and	texture.	However,	there	are	instances	when	you	may	find	yourself	without	access	to	a	humidor,	such	as	when	traveling	or	when	you're	starting	your	cigar	collection.		In	such	cases,	it's	crucial	to	understand	how	long	is	a
cigar	good	outside	of	a	humidor	and	the	factors	that	can	affect	their	lifespan	outside	of	proper	storage.	Read	on	as	we	discuss	the	following	things:	The	Lifespan	of	a	Cigar	Outside	of	a	Humidor	Negative	Effects	of	Not	Using	Humidor	to	Store	Cigars	Storing	Cigars	Outside	of	a	Humidor:	Best	Practices	to	Preserve	a	Cigar	and	Prolong	the	Lifespan	The
Lifespan	of	a	Cigar	Outside	of	a	Humidor	Cigars	can	last	for	varying	lengths	of	time	outside	of	a	humidor,	but	this	duration	is	heavily	influenced	by	external	factors.	Some	cigars	may	remain	in	good	condition	for	a	few	days,	while	others	may	deteriorate	within	hours.	Understanding	these	factors	can	help	you	make	better	decisions	about	storing	your
cigars	when	a	humidor	is	not	available.	Factors	Affecting	the	Lifespan	The	lifespan	of	a	cigar	outside	of	a	humidor	is	influenced	by	several	key	factors	that	you	should	be	aware	of:	Humidity	levels:	Cigars	require	a	specific	level	of	humidity	to	retain	their	quality.	When	exposed	to	low	humidity	levels,	cigars	can	dry	out,	resulting	in	a	loss	of	flavor	and
an	unpleasant	smoking	experience.	Exposure	to	sunlight	and	heat:	Direct	sunlight	and	heat	can	accelerate	the	aging	process	of	cigars,	causing	them	to	deteriorate	more	quickly.	The	UV	rays	can	damage	the	delicate	wrappers,	while	excessive	heat	can	cause	the	tobacco	to	become	brittle	and	lose	its	oils.	Environmental	conditions:	The	surrounding
environment	plays	a	significant	role	in	the	lifespan	of	cigars	outside	of	a	humidor.	Extreme	temperatures,	excessive	moisture,	and	air	pollution	can	all	negatively	impact	the	quality	of	the	cigars.	Quality	of	the	cigar	when	purchased:	The	original	quality	of	the	cigar	itself	also	factors	into	its	lifespan	outside	of	a	humidor.	Higher-quality	cigars	with	a
well-constructed	wrapper	and	properly	aged	tobacco	tend	to	fare	better	in	less-than-ideal	storage	conditions.	A	cigar	can	typically	remain	in	good	condition	for	about	2	days	when	kept	outside	of	a	humidor,	assuming	it's	stored	in	a	relatively	controlled	environment.	Beyond	this	period,	the	cigar	may	start	to	lose	its	moisture	and	flavor.		Furthermore,	if
the	cigar	is	stored	in	poor	conditions,	such	as	in	low	humidity	levels	or	if	it’s	exposed	to	sunlight	and	heat,	it	can	deteriorate	much	quicker.		Negative	Effects	of	Not	Using	Humidor	to	Store	Cigars	Storing	cigars	outside	of	a	humidor	for	an	extended	period	can	have	negative	consequences	on	their	flavor,	burn,	and	overall	smoking	experience.	It's
essential	to	be	aware	of	these	potential	risks	to	avoid	disappointment	when	you	finally	light	up	your	precious	cigar.	Deterioration	of	Flavor	and	Aroma	When	cigars	are	stored	outside	of	a	humidor,	they	are	prone	to	losing	essential	oils	and	flavors.	The	lack	of	proper	humidity	gradually	causes	the	tobacco	to	dry	out,	resulting	in	a	less	flavorful	and
more	harsh	smoking	experience.	The	nuanced	flavors	and	complex	aromas	that	make	cigars	so	enjoyable	can	quickly	dissipate,	leaving	you	with	a	disappointing	and	lackluster	experience.	Negative	Impact	on	the	Burn	and	Draw	Proper	humidity	is	crucial	for	maintaining	a	steady	and	even	burn	while	enjoying	a	cigar.	When	cigars	are	stored	outside	of
a	humidor,	they	are	more	likely	to	burn	unevenly	or	require	frequent	relighting.	The	draw,	which	refers	to	the	amount	of	air	that	passes	through	the	cigar	during	smoking,	can	also	be	affected.	Storing	cigars	outside	of	a	humidor	can	lead	to	a	tight	or	loose	draw,	causing	difficulties	in	achieving	an	enjoyable	smoking	experience.	Increased
Susceptibility	to	Pests	and	Mold	Properly	stored	cigars	in	a	humidor	are	less	likely	to	attract	pests	such	as	beetles,	which	can	lay	eggs	and	cause	significant	damage	to	the	tobacco.	Additionally,	without	proper	humidity	control,	cigars	can	develop	mold,	rendering	them	unsafe	to	smoke.	Mold	growth	not	only	affects	the	taste	and	aroma	but	can	also
pose	health	risks.	Storing	Cigars	Outside	of	a	Humidor:	Best	Practices	to	Preserve	a	Cigar	and	Prolong	the	Lifespan	If	you	find	yourself	without	access	to	a	humidor,	there	are	alternative	storage	options	and	practices	that	can	help	maintain	the	lifespan	and	quality	of	your	cigars.	One	option	is	to	store	your	cigars	in	airtight	plastic	bags	along	with
moisture	packs	or	Boveda	packs.	These	packs	release	or	absorb	moisture,	helping	to	maintain	the	desired	humidity	level.	Place	the	cigars	and	the	packs	in	the	bag,	seal	it	tightly,	and	store	it	in	a	cool	and	dark	place.	Another	strategy	revolves	around	mini-cooler	or	airtight	Tupperware	containers.	If	you	have	access	to	these,	they	can	serve	as	makeshift
humidors.	Ensure	that	the	container	is	clean	and	dry	before	placing	a	small	humidification	device	or	moist	sponge	inside.	Place	your	cigars	into	the	container,	close	it	tightly,	and	monitor	the	humidity	levels	regularly.	Share	—	copy	and	redistribute	the	material	in	any	medium	or	format	for	any	purpose,	even	commercially.	Adapt	—	remix,	transform,
and	build	upon	the	material	for	any	purpose,	even	commercially.	The	licensor	cannot	revoke	these	freedoms	as	long	as	you	follow	the	license	terms.	Attribution	—	You	must	give	appropriate	credit	,	provide	a	link	to	the	license,	and	indicate	if	changes	were	made	.	You	may	do	so	in	any	reasonable	manner,	but	not	in	any	way	that	suggests	the	licensor
endorses	you	or	your	use.	ShareAlike	—	If	you	remix,	transform,	or	build	upon	the	material,	you	must	distribute	your	contributions	under	the	same	license	as	the	original.	No	additional	restrictions	—	You	may	not	apply	legal	terms	or	technological	measures	that	legally	restrict	others	from	doing	anything	the	license	permits.	You	do	not	have	to	comply
with	the	license	for	elements	of	the	material	in	the	public	domain	or	where	your	use	is	permitted	by	an	applicable	exception	or	limitation	.	No	warranties	are	given.	The	license	may	not	give	you	all	of	the	permissions	necessary	for	your	intended	use.	For	example,	other	rights	such	as	publicity,	privacy,	or	moral	rights	may	limit	how	you	use	the
material.	A	common	question	among	cigar-smoking	newcomers	is,	"How	long	do	cigars	last?"	The	answer	is	less	straightforward	than	you	might	expect.Knowing	how	to	keep	your	cigars	fresh	is	one	of	the	first	things	you	should	learn	as	you	embark	on	your	smoking	journey.	Smoking	fresh	singles	isn’t	a	problem.	However,	learning	more	about	storage
is	beneficial	when	you’re	ready	to	buy	packs	or	boxes	of	ten	or	more	cigars.It’ll	take	you	some	time	to	smoke	an	entire	box	of	cigars.	But	if	you	learn	how	to	store	cigars	properly,	you’ll	keep	the	last	stick	as	fresh	as	the	first.This	beginner's	cigar	expiration	guide	will	look	at	some	of	the	most	common	ways	to	store	top-quality	smokes,	as	we	answer
each	question	in	turn:How	long	do	cigars	last	in	a	humidor?How	long	do	cigars	last	in	a	plastic	wrapper?How	long	do	cigars	last	without	a	humidor?How	long	do	cigars	last	in	a	box?By	the	end	of	this	guide,	you’ll	understand	how	to	store	cigars	for	the	best	results.	You’ll	also	see	why	a	purpose-built	humidor	is	the	professional	choice	for	keeping	them
fresh.There	isn't	a	single	answer	to	this	question.	Your	cigars’	lifespan	depends	on	the	environmental	conditions	you	choose	for	them.Manufacturers	craft	cigars	from	tobacco	and	a	touch	of	natural	glue	to	hold	them	together.	And	we've	all	seen	what	happens	to	leaves	on	a	hot,	dry	summer’s	day,	or	to	fallen	leaves	after	heavy	rain.If	you	expose	your
cigars	to	the	sun	or	central	heating,	they	quickly	lose	moisture.	This	makes	the	tobacco	leaves	dry,	crinkly,	and	loose	in	only	a	few	hours.	When	you	store	cigars	in	a	damp	place,	the	leaves	soak	up	moisture	and	swell.	That	moisture	creates	a	soft,	spongy	texture	and	can	plug	the	cigar	or	cause	mold	growth.Careful	storage	can	keep	cigars	in	good
condition	for	years,	which	is	why	some	of	the	most	valuable	smokes	on	the	planet	are	decades	old.Using	a	climate‑controlled	cigar	humidor	keeps	your	cigars	in	peak	condition	for	as	long	as	you	store	them.Cedar-lined	humidors	are	popular	because	the	wood	naturally	balances	humidity.	However,	plastic,	metal,	and	glass	humidors	can	also	work
well.You	must	maintain	the	humidor’s	interior	at	around	70%	relative	humidity	(RH)	and	70°F,	and	you	can	adjust	this	as	you	gain	experience.If	you	store	a	cigar	in	a	humidor,	it	will	stay	smokable,	and	many	aficionados	prefer	the	complexity	of	flavor	that	develops	as	a	cigar	ages.Individual	cigars	(both	as	singles	and	in	a	box)	are	often	wrapped	in
cellophane.	This	can	make	beginners	think	the	cigar	won't	dry	out.	Plastic	is	waterproof,	right?In	reality,	cellophane	wrappers	are	porous	and	let	moisture	escape.	As	a	result,	cigars	dry	out	even	inside	their	wrappers.	A	wrapped	cigar	typically	goes	bad	in	about	four	weeks.When	you	transfer	cigars	to	a	humidor	after	delivery,	always	remove	the
cellophane	so	the	humidor	can	correctly	regulate	the	humidity.Outside	of	a	humidor,	your	cigars	face	a	double	threat.	Excess	humidity	causes	mold,	and	insufficient	moisture	causes	dryness.You	should	throw	away	moldy	cigars.	They’re	unsafe	and	impossible	to	rescue	once	mold	has	grown,	which	can	happen	in	a	few	days	of	high	humidity.However,
you	can	revive	a	dry	cigar.	Place	it	in	a	humidor	or	humid	cigar	box	and	slowly	raise	its	RH	to	70%.	Although	you’ll	lose	some	essential	oils,	the	cigar	will	still	smoke	well	after	rehydration.Either	way,	it's	best	not	to	expose	your	cigars	to	extreme	conditions.	If	you	don't	have	a	humidor	yet,	Boveda	humidity	packs	are	a	good	compromise.	They	can	help
keep	a	steady	humidity	inside	a	cigar	box—or	your	humidor,	if	you	want	extra	peace	of	mind.Remember	the	humidity	and	temperature	risks	if	you’re	considering	keeping	cigars	in	their	original	box.Since	the	box	offers	no	humidity	or	temperature	control,	your	cigars	risk	drying	out	or	growing	mold.	The	damage	will	still	occur	even	if	it	takes	a	few
extra	days.You	can	use	a	Boveda	pack	to	transform	a	cigar	box	into	a	temporary	humidor,	but	purchasing	a	professional	humidor	is	the	best	option.The	real	question	is	how	long	you	want	your	cigars	to	last.	A	quality	humidor	keeps	cigars	smokable	indefinitely	so	you	can	explore	your	collection	at	your	leisure.	You’ve	just	scored	a	premium	cigar.	It’s	a
real	beauty,	promising	a	sublime	smoking	experience.	But	wait	–	you	don’t	have	a	humidor	handy.	Now	you’re	in	a	race	against	time.	How	long	do	you	have	before	that	prized	stick	turns	into	a	glorified	twig?	Let’s	face	it,	proper	cigar	storage	isn’t	just	for	the	aficionados.	It’s	crucial	for	anyone	who	wants	to	enjoy	their	cigars	as	intended.	Whether
you’re	a	casual	smoker	or	a	devoted	enthusiast,	knowing	how	to	keep	your	cigars	fresh	is	key	to	getting	the	most	out	of	your	smoking	experience.	We’re	about	to	find	out	how	long	will	cigar	stay	fresh	outside	a	humidor.	We’ll	explore:	What	makes	a	cigar	“fresh”	How	long	you	can	expect	it	to	stay	that	way	What	you	can	do	to	extend	its	life	when	you’re
caught	without	proper	storage	So,	grab	your	favorite	drink,	get	comfortable,	and	let’s	unravel	the	mystery	of	cigar	freshness	together.	What’s	a	“fresh”	cigar,	anyway?	It’s	not	about	how	recently	it	was	rolled.	Nope,	it’s	all	about	that	optimal	smoking	condition.	A	fresh	cigar	is	like	Goldilocks’	perfect	porridge	–	not	too	dry,	not	too	damp.	This	balance
affects	everything:	Flavor:	A	fresh	cigar	delivers	all	those	complex	notes	you	paid	for	Aroma:	That	heavenly	scent	that	makes	you	close	your	eyes	in	appreciation	Burn:	An	even,	consistent	burn	that	doesn’t	require	constant	relighting	Humidity	is	the	star	of	the	show	here.	Cigars	love	to	hang	out	at	a	relative	humidity	between	65%	and	72%.	Why?	It
mimics	the	tropical	climates	where	tobacco	grows	and	cigars	are	traditionally	made.	Temperature	plays	a	supporting	role,	with	the	sweet	spot	around	70°F	(21°C).	Too	hot,	and	you	risk	tobacco	beetles	having	a	feast.	Too	cold,	and	you	might	stunt	the	aging	process.	Now,	how	can	you	tell	if	a	cigar	is	fresh	without	fancy	equipment?	Use	your	senses:
Touch:	Gently	squeeze	the	cigar.	It	should	feel	slightly	springy,	not	rock	hard	or	mushy.	Sight:	The	wrapper	should	look	smooth	and	have	a	slight	oily	sheen.	Dry,	cracked	wrappers	are	a	no-go.	Smell:	Take	a	whiff.	A	fresh	cigar	smells	rich	and	inviting.	Taste:	When	you	smoke	it,	a	fresh	cigar	burns	evenly	and	delivers	full	flavor.	On	the	flip	side,	a	stale
cigar	might	feel	brittle,	burn	unevenly,	and	taste	about	as	pleasant	as	licking	an	ashtray.	Not	exactly	what	you	had	in	mind	for	your	relaxing	smoke,	right?	Take	a	cigar	out	of	its	humidor,	and	it’s	like	a	fish	out	of	water.	Several	factors	start	working	against	your	cigar’s	freshness:	Live	in	a	dry	climate?	Your	cigars	will	dry	out	faster	than	you	can	say
“humidor”.	Keep	your	home	air-conditioned?	Same	problem.	High	humidity?	Watch	out	for	mold.	It’s	like	a	horror	movie	for	cigars.	Thicker	cigars	are	like	camels	–	they	retain	moisture	longer.	Well-constructed	cigars	with	tight	wrappers	fare	better	than	loosely	rolled	ones.	Think	of	it	like	this:	a	big,	tightly	rolled	cigar	is	wearing	a	moisture-retaining
coat.	A	thin,	loose	cigar?	It’s	in	a	bikini.	Initial	moisture	content	A	perfectly	humidified	cigar	when	removed	from	storage	will	last	longer	than	one	that	was	already	eyeing	the	“dry	side”.	It’s	like	starting	a	road	trip	with	a	full	tank	vs.	a	quarter	tank.	Where	you	store	your	cigar	matters.	A	lot.	Leaving	it	out	in	the	open	air?	That’s	a	surefire	way	to	dry	it
out	quicker	than	beef	jerky	in	the	Sahara.	Stuffed	in	a	drawer?	Better,	but	not	ideal.	In	your	pocket?	Hope	you	like	tobacco-flavored	lint.	The	takeaway?	Your	cigar’s	environment	is	crucial.	It’s	not	just	about	where	you	smoke	it,	but	how	you	treat	it	before	it	meets	the	flame.	Let’s	break	down	what	happens	to	your	cigar	over	time	when	it’s	out	of	a
humidor.	It’s	like	watching	a	clock	tick	down	to	doomsday	for	your	stogie:	First	24	hours:	Your	cigar	is	living	off	its	stored	moisture.	If	the	ambient	conditions	aren’t	too	extreme,	you	might	not	notice	much	difference.	It’s	like	the	first	day	of	a	camping	trip	–	you’re	still	feeling	fresh	and	civilized.	Up	to	a	week:	The	cigar	starts	to	lose	its	moisture.	You
might	notice	the	wrapper	losing	its	oily	sheen.	The	cigar	may	feel	slightly	firmer	when	squeezed.	Think	of	it	as	day	three	of	that	camping	trip	–	still	okay,	but	you’re	definitely	missing	your	creature	comforts.	Beyond	a	week:	Things	start	going	downhill	faster	than	a	toboggan	on	an	ice	slope.	The	cigar	becomes	noticeably	drier.	The	flavor	begins	to	fade
like	a	bad	radio	signal.	The	wrapper	may	start	to	crack	or	unravel.	It’s	like	week	two	of	that	camping	trip	–	you’re	eating	bugs	and	talking	to	volleyballs.	Point	of	no	return:	After	about	a	month	(or	sooner	in	very	dry	conditions),	your	cigar	is	likely	too	far	gone.	It’ll	be	brittle,	possibly	cracked.	Smoking	it	will	be	about	as	enjoyable	as	puffing	on	a	pile	of
autumn	leaves.	This	is	you,	post-camping	trip,	swearing	you’ll	never	leave	civilization	again.	Keep	in	mind,	these	are	general	guidelines.	Your	mileage	may	vary	depending	on	the	factors	we	discussed	earlier.	A	thick,	well-made	cigar	in	a	humid	climate	might	last	longer.	A	thin	cigar	in	the	desert?	It	might	turn	to	dust	before	your	eyes.	Caught	without	a
humidor?	Don’t	panic.	You’re	not	doomed	to	smoke	a	dried-out	stick.	Try	these	emergency	solutions:	Ziploc	bags	and	moisture	sources:	Put	your	cigar	in	a	plastic	bag	with	a	small,	damp	paper	towel.	Don’t	let	the	towel	touch	the	cigar	directly	–	you	want	humidity,	not	wetness.	Think	of	it	as	a	DIY	sauna	for	your	cigar.	Makeshift	humidors:	Transform	a
plastic	container	into	a	temporary	humidor.	Add	a	hygrometer	(if	you	have	one)	and	a	moisture	source	like	a	damp	sponge	or	a	commercial	humidification	packet.	It’s	like	building	a	lifeboat	for	your	cigars.	Commercial	travel	cases:	If	you	frequently	find	yourself	in	this	predicament,	invest	in	a	travel	case	designed	for	short-term	cigar	storage.	These
often	come	with	built-in	humidification.	It’s	the	cigar	equivalent	of	a	survival	kit.	The	glass	method:	Place	your	cigar	in	a	glass	with	a	small	cup	of	distilled	water.	Cover	the	top	with	plastic	wrap	and	poke	a	few	holes.	It’s	not	pretty,	but	it	works	in	a	pinch.	The	apple	trick:	Slice	an	apple	and	put	it	in	a	container	with	your	cigar.	The	natural	moisture
from	the	apple	can	help	keep	your	cigar	fresh	for	a	short	time.	Just	don’t	forget	about	it,	or	you’ll	have	a	moldy	mess	on	your	hands.	These	methods	aren’t	perfect,	but	they’re	better	than	leaving	your	cigar	out	to	dry.	They’ll	buy	you	some	time	until	you	can	get	your	hands	on	a	proper	humidor.	Found	an	old	cigar	that’s	seen	better	days?	Don’t	toss	it
just	yet.	You	might	be	able	to	bring	it	back	to	life.	It’s	like	cigar	CPR:	If	the	wrapper	is	cracked	or	the	cigar	feels	like	it	might	crumble,	it’s	probably	too	late.	But	if	it’s	just	dry	and	not	falling	apart,	you’ve	got	a	fighting	chance.	Place	the	cigar	in	a	container	with	a	humidification	source.	Don’t	rush	it	–	slow	and	steady	wins	the	race	here.	Let	it	slowly
absorb	moisture	over	several	weeks.	Patience	is	key	–	trying	to	speed	up	the	process	can	lead	to	uneven	humidification	or	even	mold.	Check	your	rescue	project	regularly.	If	you	see	any	signs	of	mold,	it’s	game	over.	Toss	the	cigar.	Look	for	even	coloration	and	a	slight	give	when	gently	squeezed.	Every	few	days,	rotate	the	cigar	a	quarter	turn.	This
helps	ensure	even	rehumidification.	Think	of	it	like	turning	a	steak	on	the	grill	for	even	cooking.	As	your	cigar	comes	back	to	life,	its	aroma	should	improve.	If	it	starts	smelling	musty	or	off,	that’s	a	bad	sign.	Once	your	cigar	feels	and	smells	right,	it’s	time	for	the	moment	of	truth.	Try	smoking	it.	If	it	burns	evenly	and	tastes	good,	congratulations!
You’ve	successfully	performed	cigar	resuscitation.	Keep	in	mind,	not	all	cigars	can	be	saved.	If	your	stogie	has	been	bone-dry	for	months,	it’s	probably	time	to	say	goodbye.	And	even	if	you	do	revive	it,	it	might	not	taste	exactly	like	it	did	when	it	was	fresh.	But	hey,	it’s	better	than	smoking	a	twig,	right?	To	avoid	the	“fresh	out	of	humidor”	panic
altogether,	let’s	talk	about	some	best	practices	for	cigar	storage:	Invest	in	a	quality	humidor:	A	good	humidor	is	worth	its	weight	in	gold	(or	tobacco).	It’ll	keep	your	cigars	in	prime	condition	for	months	or	even	years.	Look	for	Spanish	cedar	lining	–	it’s	like	a	spa	treatment	for	your	cigars.	Maintain	your	humidor	properly:	Regularly	check	the	humidity
levels.	Refill	your	humidification	device	as	needed.	Clean	it	periodically	to	prevent	mold	growth.	Season	your	humidor:	Before	first	use,	season	your	humidor	to	ensure	it’s	ready	to	protect	your	cigars.	It’s	like	preheating	an	oven	–	you	need	to	prep	it	for	best	results.	Plan	ahead	for	travel	and	outings:	If	you	know	you’ll	be	away	from	your	humidor,
prepare	a	travel	solution	in	advance.	Even	a	simple	Ziploc	bag	with	a	humipack	can	work	wonders	for	short	trips.	Think	of	it	as	packing	a	lunchbox	for	your	cigars.	Rotate	your	stock:	Move	cigars	around	in	your	humidor	periodically.	This	ensures	even	humidity	distribution.	It’s	like	rotating	your	tires,	but	for	cigars.	Keep	it	cool:	Store	your	humidor	in
a	cool,	dark	place.	Avoid	direct	sunlight	or	heat	sources.	Your	cigars	prefer	the	vampire	lifestyle	–	cool	and	dark.	Don’t	mix	flavors:	If	you	have	flavored	cigars,	store	them	separately.	Nobody	wants	their	Cuban	to	taste	like	cherry.	The	freezer	trick:	For	long-term	storage,	some	aficionados	swear	by	freezing	cigars	to	prevent	tobacco	beetles.	But	be
careful	–	improper	freezing	can	ruin	your	sticks.	Remember,	caring	for	your	cigars	is	part	of	the	pleasure	of	cigar	smoking.	It’s	not	just	about	the	end	result,	but	the	journey	of	preserving	and	nurturing	these	little	rolls	of	joy.	The	clock	starts	ticking	on	your	cigar’s	freshness	the	moment	it	leaves	the	humidor.	While	you’ve	got	some	wiggle	room	–	a	few
days	to	a	week	in	most	cases	–	it’s	best	not	to	push	your	luck.	Let’s	recap	the	key	points:	Cigars	need	the	right	balance	of	humidity	and	temperature	to	stay	fresh.	Larger,	well-constructed	cigars	generally	last	longer	outside	a	humidor.	Emergency	storage	solutions	can	buy	you	some	time.	With	proper	care,	you	can	sometimes	revive	slightly	dried-out
cigars.	Investing	in	proper	storage	is	always	your	best	bet.	Treating	your	cigars	right	isn’t	just	about	preserving	them	–	it’s	about	respecting	the	craft	and	enhancing	your	smoking	experience.	A	well-maintained	cigar	is	a	little	slice	of	luxury,	a	moment	of	relaxation	in	a	hectic	world.	So	next	time	you’re	eyeing	that	beautiful	cigar,	take	a	moment	to
consider	its	journey.	From	the	tobacco	fields	to	your	humidor,	a	lot	of	care	has	gone	into	creating	that	perfect	smoke.	Your	job	is	to	carry	it	over	the	finish	line.	Now,	go	forth	and	enjoy	your	perfectly	preserved	stogies!	And	if	you	find	yourself	in	a	pinch	without	a	humidor?	Well,	now	you’ve	got	a	few	tricks	up	your	sleeve.	Happy	smoking!	Self
proclaimed	cigar	expert.	I've	been	smoking	since	2010.	I've	practically	lived	at	a	cigar	lounge	from	10am	to	10pm	and	trying	every	new	cigar	that	came	out	for	years.	Snoring	ruining	your	relationship?	STOP	SNORING	TODAY!	Humidity-controlled	box	or	room	for	storing	tobacco	or	cannabis	Humidor	with	hygrometer	and	bowl	of	water	during	initial
seasoning	Humidor	with	cigars	A	humidor	is	a	humidity-controlled	box	or	room	used	primarily	for	storing	cigars,	cigarettes,	cannabis,	or	pipe	tobacco.	Either	too	much	or	too	little	humidity	can	be	harmful	to	tobacco	products;	a	humidor's	primary	function	is	to	maintain	a	steady,	desirable	moisture	level	inside;	secondarily	it	protects	its	contents	from
physical	damage	and	deterioration	from	sunlight.	For	private	use,	small	wooden	boxes	holding	a	few	dozen	or	fewer	cigars	are	common,	while	cigar	shops	may	have	walk-in	humidors.	Many	humidors	use	hygrometers	to	monitor	their	humidity	levels.	When	used	and	maintained	properly,	humidors	can	keep	cigars	fresh	and	in	perfect	condition	for
decades.	[1]	Another	use	for	a	humidor	is	controlling	the	moisture	level	in	a	baseball,	which	can	have	a	pronounced	effect	on	its	response	when	hit	with	a	baseball	bat.	This	phenomenon	was	so	great	that	in	order	to	put	an	end	to	much	controversy,	in	2002,	nine	years	after	joining	the	league,	the	Colorado	Rockies	started	storing	their	game	balls	in	a
large	walk-in	humidor	at	their	home	stadium,[2]	thus	counteracting	the	effects	of	the	low	humidity	due	mainly	to	Denver's	famous	mile-high	altitude	of	around	5,280	feet	above	sea	level.	After	the	change,	various	offensive	and	defensive	statistics	at	Rockies	home	games,	especially	the	number	of	home	runs,	were	found	to	be	more	in	line	with	the	rest
of	the	league.	In	2018	the	Arizona	Diamondbacks,	whose	Phoenix	home	field	is	affected	by	the	arid	Sonoran	Desert	climate,	became	the	second	Major	League	Baseball	team	to	use	a	humidor.[3]	Most	common	in	cigar	bars	or	stores.[4]	One	room	is	built	as	or	converted	to	a	humidor	where	all	the	cigars	are	stored.	Usually	placed	on	the	floor	as	a	piece
of	furniture.[5]	It	typically	holds	1000–5000	cigars.	A	cabinet	humidor	is	considered	a	good	option	for	deep	storage.[5]	The	most	common	type	of	humidor.	Typically	box	sized	with	lid	on	top	or	with	one	or	more	drawers.	Vary	in	size	from	25–500	cigars	capacity.	Zino	Davidoff	is	credited	as	the	inventor	of	the	desktop	humidor.[6]	Portable,	usually
holding	2	to	20	cigars.	Travel	humidors	must	be	especially	durable	and	stand	up	to	repeated	openings.[7]	Typically	box	sized	that	maintains	62%	humidity	level.[8]	Similar	to	cabinet	humidors,	these	are	fully	electronically-controlled	humidors	and	function	similarly	to	a	fridge.[9]	These	models	are	generally	the	most	expensive	options	on	the	market
and	come	equipped	with	automated	temperature	and	humidity	control.[10]	Many	models	also	come	ready	with	LED	display	lights	and	touchscreen	controls.	Commercially	made	humidor	cases	are	typically	made	of	wood,	although	materials	such	as	acrylic,	glass,	and	metal	are	also	used.	Carbon	fibre,	silicon	carbide,	and	polyethylene	are	rare.	Aside
from	pleasing	aesthetics,	the	casing's	purpose	is	to	protect	the	interior	and	create	a	closed	environment,	so	any	durable	and	airtight	material	can	be	used.	The	interior	is	typically	a	veneer	of	Spanish	cedar,[11]	a	traditional	material	which	possesses	several	desirable	characteristics	for	cigar	storage:	It	holds	more	moisture	than	most	woods,	so	it	helps
maintain	humidity.	It	is	not	prone	to	warping	or	cupping	in	high	humidity.	It	imparts	its	aroma	to	cigars.	For	the	same	reason,	some	cigars	are	wrapped	in	Spanish-cedar	sheets	before	they	are	sold.	It	can	repel	tobacco	beetles,	pinhead-sized	pests	which	can	ruin	entire	stocks	of	cigars	by	eating	the	tobacco	and	laying	eggs,	causing	further	infestation.
They	can	also	be	discouraged	by	ensuring	the	humidor	does	not	get	hotter	than	20	°C	(68	°F).[12]	The	beetle	eggs	usually	only	hatch	at	around	25	°C	(77	°F)[citation	needed],	although	there	are	also	instances	where	they	will	hatch	at	cooler	temperatures	if	the	humidity	is	too	high.	Humidors	are	typically	commercially	produced,	though	most	walk-ins
are	custom	built	and	some	humidors	are	homemade.[13]	They	range	considerably	in	material,	size	and	complexity.	Capacity	is	determined	by	deducting	the	space	required	for	the	humidification	element	and	some	extra	room	between	the	element	and	the	cigars.	It	can	also	be	calculated	online	for	the	most	popular	cigar	formats.[14]	A	humidor	needs
to	be	seasoned	when	new	or	having	been	out	of	use	for	a	while.[15]	Wood	in	an	unseasoned	humidor	will	absorb	moisture	from	within,	drying	stored	cigars	out.	The	preferred	technique	for	bringing	the	wood	close	to	an	optimal	relative	humidity	level	where	it	will	buffer	moisture	is	placing	a	small	container	of	distilled	water	inside	the	humidor	for	1	to
3	days.[citation	needed]	Some	humidors	contain	a	permanent	humidifying	system	which	keeps	the	air	moist,	which	in	turn	keeps	the	cigars	moist.	Without	a	humidor,	within	two	to	three	days,	cigars	will	quickly	lose	moisture	and	level	up	with	the	general	humidity	around	them.[16]	The	ideal	relative	humidity	in	a	humidor	is	around	68–72%.[17]
Though	it	can	vary	slightly	depending	on	the	cigar	smoker's	preferences,	it	should	never	go	higher	than	75%[citation	needed]	due	to	the	possibility	of	hatching	tobacco	beetles.	The	more	empty	space,	the	more	readily	the	humidity	level	of	the	box	will	fluctuate.	Most	humidifying	elements	are	passive,	releasing	stored	humidity	through	evaporation	and
diffusion.	The	use	of	a	50/50	solution	of	propylene	glycol	and	distilled	water	is	recommended	for	replenishing	the	passive	humidifying	element,	as	it	has	a	buffering	effect	on	air	humidity,	maintaining	it	at	approximately	70%.[18]	Retailers	and	manufacturers	claim	propylene	glycol	also	has	mild	antifungal	and	antibacterial	properties;	distilled	water
should	always	be	used,	due	to	its	lack	of	minerals,	additives,	or	bacteria.	Electronic	humidifiers	are	also	available,	although	usually	reserved	for	very	large	humidors.[citation	needed]	A	sensor	measures	the	outside	humidity	and	then	activates	a	ventilator,	which	blows	air	over	a	humid	sponge	or	water	tank	into	the	humidor.	Once	the	preset	humidity
level	has	been	reached	the	ventilator	stops.	This	way	electronic	humidifiers	can	maintain	a	much	more	stable	humidity	level	than	passive	humidifiers.	Also	they	typically	will	activate	an	alarm	to	notify	when	the	moisture	supply	needs	refilling,	to	prevent	humidity	drops.	The	accuracy	of	electronic	humidifiers	depends	primarily	on	the	integrated	type	of
sensor;	the	capacitive	type	are	preferred.	Silica	gel	beads,	familiar	for	removing	moisture	from	packaging	containers,	are	a	third	alternative.[19]	These	are	"calibrated"	with	a	coating	of	mineral	salts	to	absorb	or	release	humidity	in	various	RH	ranges	(including	65%,	68%,	70%,	and	72%),	providing	a	buffering	effect	on	relative	humidity.	They	require
only	distilled	water	when	necessary,	and	can	be	ruined	by	propylene	glycol.	Most	humidors	contain	a	hygrometer	which	is	a	device	that	can	measure	the	humidity	of	the	environment.	Whether	analogue	or	digital,	these	hygrometers	can	be	used	to	measure	the	levels	of	humidity	inside	the	humidor.[20]	Regardless,	digital	hygrometers	tend	to	be	more
accurate	when	compared	to	the	analogue	ones.	A	humidor	should	never	be	exposed	to	direct	sunlight.[21]	To	discourage	eggs	of	tobacco	beetles	from	hatching	and	to	prevent	cigar	rot,	its	internal	temperature	should	be	kept	below	25	°C	(77	°F)[citation	needed],	as	well	as	below	75%[citation	needed]	relative	humidity.	At	temperatures	below	12	°C
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cigars	will	last	outside	of	a	humidor	and	if	you	need	a	humidor.	This	article	will	answer	all	of	your	questions	on	this	topic.By	the	end	of	this	article,	you’ll	know	the	best	ways	of	storing	cigars	and	the	importance	of	cigar	humidors.	Humidors	keep	cigars	stored	under	the	best	possible	environmental	conditions.	When	you	store	cigars	without	a	humidor,
they	will	often	only	last	a	few	days	before	drying	out	and	becoming	stale.	An	unwrapped	cigar	will	stay	fresh	outside	a	humidor	for	no	longer	than	seven	days.	However,	a	wrapped	cigar	will	last	longer,	even	without	the	environment	in	a	humidor.	A	wrapped	cigar	outside	of	a	humidor	can	last	between	three	and	six	months,	depending	on	where	you
store	them.	For	example,	cigars	should	be	kept	out	of	direct	sunlight,	even	in	a	plastic	wrapper	or	Ziploc	bag.	There	are	so	many	benefits	of	humidors	for	cigar	lovers.	Cigar	enthusiasts	know	that	the	quality	and	condition	of	a	cigar	can	vary	wildly.	If	they	are	not	stored	properly,	the	smoking	experience	goes	downhill,	and	sometimes	the	cigars	become
completely	ruined	and	unsmokable.	Below	are	the	top	four	benefits	of	humidors.	This	is	how	they	keep	your	cigars	fresh	and	make	each	smoking	experience	brilliant.	The	humidity	level	you	store	your	cigars	in	is	the	most	important	factor	to	preserve	their	quality.	Cigars	can	become	too	dry	or	too	moist	depending	on	the	humidification,	which	can
cause	problems	and,	unfortunately,	ruin	the	cigars.	If	cigars	absorb	too	much	moisture	from	the	air,	they	can	grow	mold	and	mildew	or	begin	to	rot.	Another	risk	is	that	your	cigars	can	become	infected	by	tobacco	beetles	and	other	pests	attracted	to	the	leaves	and	the	smell.	If	the	humidity	level	is	too	low,	you	end	up	with	dry	cigars.	When	this
happens,	it	creates	a	harsh	and	unpleasant	smoking	experience.	The	cigar’s	flavor	will	subside,	and	it	will	lose	a	significant	amount	of	aroma,	making	the	cigar	less	satisfying.	It	may	taste	like	dirt	or	sand,	and	you	won’t	want	to	smoke	it	anyway.	The	temperature	of	the	air	will	also	have	effects	on	the	relative	humidity.	So,	in	addition	to	monitoring	the
humidity	level,	humidors	will	also	regulate	the	temperature	to	keep	the	cigars	as	fresh	and	flavorful	as	possible.	When	you	store	cigars	in	a	humidor,	you	drastically	increase	their	life.	If	you’re	a	cigar	aficionado,	you	probably	want	to	save	special	cigars	for	life	milestones	and	important	events,	so	making	a	premium	cigar	last	as	long	as	possible
matters.	But	that	doesn’t	mean	you	buy	the	cigar	the	day	of	the	event;	instead,	you	want	to	hold	onto	one	until	the	right	time.	Humidors	allow	you	to	keep	cigars	for	years	and	years	while	keeping	them	fresh	and	tasty.	Along	with	all	the	high-tech	properties	that	humidors	can	come	with,	they	also	provide	pleasant	storage	for	your	cigars.	Many	cigar
enthusiasts	are	proud	of	their	collections	and	want	to	display	them	in	a	well-presented	manner.	Humidors	are	the	best	way	to	organize	and	store	your	cigars	in	an	aesthetically	pleasing	way.	To	give	you	an	idea	of	the	options	available	for	you,	here	is	a	quick	summary	of	the	types	of	humidors	you	can	buy.	Desktop	humidors	are	small	devices	that	you
can	pick	up	and	move.	They	typically	are	a	cedar	box	with	temperature	and	humidity	control	that	sits	atop	a	dresser	or	desk.	These	humidors	are	wonderful	for	people	that	keep	a	small	collection	of	cigars.	These	can	be	electric	or	not,	which	will	affect	how	much	effort	you	have	to	put	in	to	maintain	the	atmosphere	in	the	humidor.	Electronic
humidors	automatically	maintain	the	temperature	and	relative	humidity.	These	are	wonderful	because	they	come	in	a	wide	range	of	sizes	and	require	less	effort	on	your	part.	All	you	need	to	do	is	set	the	humidor	to	the	appropriate	levels.	Then,	you	can	check	in	on	it	every	few	weeks	to	ensure	it	is	at	the	right	levels.	Cabinet	humidors	are	massive
humidors	that	can	be	freestanding	or	anchored	onto	a	wall.	These	are	what	they	sound	like.	It	is	a	whole	cabinet	that	is	a	cigar	humidor	and	can	hold	many	cigars	for	a	long	time.	These	are	best	for	extreme	cigar-lovers	with	a	huge	collection	of	cigars	they	need	to	preserve.	If	you	store	cigars	in	their	plastic	wrappers	without	a	humidor,	they	will
usually	stay	good	for	three	months.	It	depends	on	the	type	of	cigar,	but	some	can	expire	after	just	a	month,	even	when	kept	in	the	plastic	or	cellophane	wrapper.	If	you	store	your	cigars	in	a	humidor	and	keep	them	wrapped	in	plastic,	they	can	last	forever.	Not	only	will	they	be	at	a	controlled,	ideal	temperature,	but	they	also	have	another	barrier
between	the	tobacco	and	the	air,	keeping	them	fresh.	Storing	unwrapped	cigars	in	a	humidor	will	keep	them	fresh	and	plump	for	as	long	as	a	decade	or	longer	if	they	are	well-monitored	and	cared	for.	Many	people	choose	not	to	store	their	cigars	still	wrapped	in	plastic.	While	this	may	sound	odd,	there	are	benefits	to	keeping	your	cigars	unwrapped
that	will	benefit	your	smoking	experience	when	the	day	comes.	People	unwrap	their	cigars	before	they’re	ready	to	smoke	them	so	the	air	can	season	the	cigar.	You	aren’t	sprinkling	salt	and	pepper	on	your	cigars,	but	when	cigars	are	exposed	to	air,	their	flavor	enhances,	and	they	are	more	enjoyable	when	you’re	ready	to	smoke	them.	Storing	your
unwrapped	cigars	in	a	cedar	humidor	is	the	best	way	to	season	them,	as	the	flavor	and	moisture	in	the	cedar	wood	will	slightly	infuse	into	the	cigars.	So	the	humidors	not	only	keep	the	cigars	fresh	and	plump,	but	they	also	enrich	the	flavor!	If	you	can’t	keep	your	cigars	in	a	humidor,	you	should	keep	them	wrapped	in	plastic	until	a	few	days	before	you
plan	on	enjoying	it.	If	you	leave	them	out	and	unwrapped	for	longer,	they	will	expire	and	not	be	pleasant.	Humidors	are	excellent	for	cigar	collectors	and	connoisseurs.	If	you	are	considering	investing	in	one,	experts	highly	recommend	them	because	cigars	can	go	bad	so	easily	for	so	many	different	reasons.	Plastic	wrap	does	not	keep	cigars	nearly	as
fresh	and	high-quality	as	a	cigar	humidor	will.	Plastic	can	only	do	so	much,	but	a	humidor	controls	all	aspects	of	the	cigar’s	environment	to	keep	it	ideal.		No	one	wants	to	spend	money	on	fancy	cigars	to	realize	they	are	dry	and	expired	when	you	go	to	smoke	them.	Prevent	this	by	buying	a	humidor	for	your	precious	cigars.	Many	cigar	enthusiasts	will
agree	it	is	well	worth	the	investment.	Here	are	frequently	asked	questions	about	how	long	cigars	last	to	give	you	more	information	on	the	subject.	How	do	I	know	if	a	cigar	is	bad?	A	bad	cigar	will	be	super	dry	or	have	spots	of	mold,	which	is	how	you	can	visually	tell	the	cigar	has	expired.	Another	way	is	to	smell	the	cigar.	If	it	has	little	to	no	smell,	it	is
likely	bad	and	won’t	be	enjoyable.	And	if	you	light	it	and	it	tastes	awful,	it	probably	went	bad.	Do	I	need	a	humidor?	If	you	don’t	have	a	cigar	collection	that	you	hold	onto	for	months	or	years	before	smoking	them,	you	probably	don’t	need	a	humidor.	But	if	you	plan	to	hold	onto	even	one	cigar	for	more	than	three	months,	you	should	consider	buying	a
humidor.	Do	cigars	expire?	No.	Do	cigars	go	bad?	Yes,	but	only	if	they	are	not	stored	in	ideal	conditions.	Cigars	are	not	perishable	like	fruits	or	vegetables.	Premium,	handcrafted	cigars	will	actually	remain	fresh,	or	at	least	smokable,	indefinitely,	if	they	are	stored	correctly.	Cigars	can	be	aged	similar	to	wine.	As	a	cigar	ages,	its	flavor	can	improve,
peak,	mellow	out,	or	even	dissipate.	“Stale	cigars,”	however,	are	usually	the	result	of	too	little	or	too	much	humidity.	The	optimal	conditions	for	storing	cigars	are	70%	humidity	and	70	degrees	Fahrenheit	but	ranges	of	65-72%	humidity	and	65-72	degrees	are	acceptable.	Fluctuation	is	expected	due	to	season	and	climate	changes,	however,	keeping
that	fluctuation	to	a	minimum	is	key.	That’s	why	a	good	humidor	is	important	if	you	plan	to	start	a	cigar	collection.	Cigars	can	last	indefinitely	with	a	proper	humidor.	If	you’re	storing	cigars	without	a	humidor,	consider	a	handful	of	convenient	alternative	methods	for	achieving	a	consistent	relative	humidity	and	temperature	to	keep	your	cigars	fresh.
You	can	store	cigars	in	a	Ziploc	bag	or	in	a	sealed	Tupperware	container,	as	long	as	you	have	a	humidification	source,	like	a	humidity	pack.	Better	yet,	order	a	Boveda	Humidor	Bag,	which	comes	with	a	humidity	pack	that	will	keep	your	cigars	fresh	for	up	to	a	year.	When	cigars	are	aged,	especially	for	several	months	or	years,	they	can	exhibit	an	ultra-
refined	taste.	Distinct	flavors	created	by	the	different	leaves	that	make	up	a	premium	cigar	will	meld	and	deliver	a	smooth,	more	uniform	profile.	A	cigar	that	has	been	aged	significantly	beyond	its	date	of	purchase	can	taste	incredibly	different.	In	some	cases,	stronger	cigars	that	have	been	aged	will	lose	some	of	their	initial	intensity,	while	a	cigar	that
originally	tastes	bitter	or	harsh	can	dramatically	improve.	To	understand,	let’s	consider	what	a	cigar	is	made	of.	Cigar	Anatomy	101	Premium	cigars	are	handcrafted	by	highly	skilled	cigar	rollers	who	spend	many	years	developing	their	technique.	Cigars	are	made	from	extensively	fermented,	or	aged,	tobaccos,	much	of	which	has	been	deliberately
grown	or	selected	to	deliver	specific	aspects	of	taste	and	aroma	in	a	given	blend.	Essentially,	a	cigar	is	made	from	a	recipe	of	tobaccos	that	have	been	chosen	by	a	master	cigar-maker,	or	blender,	not	unlike	a	chef	who	has	patiently	selected	the	ingredients	for	a	special	dish.	A	variety	of	distinct	tobaccos	make	up	the	three	primary	components	of	a
cigar:	the	binder,	the	filler	and	the	wrapper	leaf.	These	tobaccos	can	come	from	many	countries	or	regions,	or	they	can	all	come	from	the	same	field.	For	example,	Ashton	VSG	is	rolled	from	binder	and	filler	tobaccos	that	are	grown	in	the	Dominican	Republic,	while	the	wrapper	leaf	comes	from	a	Sumatra-seed	plant	that	is	grown	in	Ecuador.	Yes,
Cigars	Can	Go	Bad	The	two	basic	primary	ingredients	in	a	cigar	are	tobacco	and	water.	The	leaves	that	make	up	a	cigar	are	humidified.	Because	moisture	is	integral	to	any	handmade	premium	cigar,	it	must	be	maintained	up	until	the	moment	you	smoke	it.	When	a	cigar	is	dried	out,	its	construction,	taste,	and	consistency	are	negatively	impacted.	A
similar	result	will	also	occur	if	a	cigar	is	over-humidified.	When	humidity	is	deficient,	a	cigar’s	tobacco	will	crack	and	crackle	and	can	burn	dry,	hot,	and	very	quickly	–	a	bitter	experience	the	blender	certainly	did	not	intend.	Conversely,	cigars	that	are	over-humidified	will	feel	and	taste	soggy,	have	a	tendency	to	burn	out,	and	can	be	plugged	or	exhibit
a	constrictive	draw.	Over-humidified	cigars	also	have	a	higher	propensity	to	develop	mold.	Additionally,	rapid	changes	in	humidity	and	temperature	can	cause	a	cigar’s	wrapper	to	split.	Why	Do	Cigars	Go	Bad?	If	you	suspect	your	cigars	have	gone	bad,	the	first	step	is	to	identify	why.	Below	we’ve	outlined	the	best	response	for	cigars	that	are	dried	out,
over-humidified,	or	moldy.	Too	Little	Humidity	How	can	you	ruin	a	good	cigar?	The	most	common	reason	cigars	go	bad	is	because	they	are	left	out	of	a	humidor	for	days	on	end,	or	they	are	kept	in	the	box	or	a	Ziploc	bag	with	no	humidification.	If	you	have	purchased	or	received	cigars	in	the	past,	but	lacked	an	appropriate	place	to	store	them,	the
good	news	is	that	you	can	re-humidify	your	cigars.	Place	them	in	a	humidified	environment,	such	as	humidor	or	Ziploc	with	sufficient	humidity,	and	they	can	gradually	be	re-humidified.	The	process	to	rehydrate	cigars	can	take	several	weeks,	or	even	months,	if	your	cigars	have	been	dried	out	for	a	lengthy	period.	The	key	here	is	that	dry	cigars	need
gradual	humidity.	Exposing	dry	cigars	to	too	much	moisture	quickly	will	shock	them.	Also,	keep	in	mind,	there	is	a	point	of	no	return,	when	a	cigar	is	simply	too	dry	to	be	resuscitated.	If	the	wrapper	leaf	is	flaking	off	or	crumbling	like	a	potato	chip,	you	will	likely	have	less	success	re-humidifying	your	cigar.	Too	Much	Humidity	Excessive	humidity	can
damage	cigars,	too.	Some	cigar	lovers	believe	that	softer,	or	“spongier”	cigars	are	fresher.	That	is	not	the	case.	When	cigars	are	stored	in	the	range	of	65-72%	humidity,	they	will	typically	exhibit	a	soft	firmness	that	gives	very	slightly	with	a	touch	of	pressure	between	your	fingers.	Cigars	that	are	too	soft,	or	squeeze	too	easily,	are	either	under-filled	or
too	moist	(over-humidified	cigars).	Pay	attention	to	your	cigars	at	the	time	of	purchase.	If	you	get	your	cigars	from	a	reputable	shop,	they	should	be	in	perfect,	humidified	condition	when	you’re	buying	them.	Essentially,	those	are	the	conditions	you	want	to	maintain.	Too	much	humidity	can	also	produce	mold,	which	can	ruin	your	cigars,	as	well	as	your
entire	humidor.	Popular	Misconceptions	about	Aging	Cigars	When	a	cigar	has	been	stored	in	a	humidified	environment	for	a	long	period,	small	white	crystals	can	appear	on	the	wrapper.	These	crystals	are	known	as	“plume,”	and	the	process	of	crystallization	is	referred	to	as	“bloom.”	Plume	is	actually	a	sign	that	your	cigars	have	been	properly	aged.
You	can	simply	brush	off	the	small	white	spots	of	plume	and	enjoy	the	rich,	smooth	flavor	and	aroma	that	well-aged	cigars	are	known	for.	How	Can	You	Tell	the	Difference	Between	Cigar	Plume	and	Cigar	Mold?	Cigar	plume	and	cigar	mold	are	very	different.	While	plume	is	a	harmless	substance	and	a	welcome	sign	of	proper	cigar	maintenance,	mold
is	quite	the	opposite.	Mold	on	cigars	can	occur	when	they	have	been	humidified	with	tap	water,	as	opposed	to	distilled	water.	Mold	typically	appears	as	a	bluish	or	green	substance.	It	harbors	a	musty	smell	and	will	not	brush	off	your	cigars.	It	can	also	easily	grow	on	the	interior	of	your	humidor.	If	you	utilize	a	traditional	humidification	unit	in	your
humidor,	refill	it	with	only	distilled	water	to	avoid	the	potential	for	mold	to	occur.	If	you	notice	signs	of	mold	on	any	cigars,	remove	them	from	the	environment	immediately	and	throw	them	out,	as	they	will	infect	the	other	cigars	you’re	storing.	Mold	can	also	grow	in	the	lining	of	your	humidor	and	is	very	difficult	to	remedy.	Often,	humidors	affected	by
mold	should	be	discarded.	How	Long	Do	Cigars	Last?	Some	cigar	enthusiasts	will	obsess	over	pre-embargo	Cubans,	which	if	legit,	have	been	aged	for	more	than	fifty	years.	That’s	an	incredible	amount	of	time.	Previously,	I’ve	aged	cigars	in	my	personal	collection	for	six	to	seven	years.	Some	blends	delivered	a	wonderfully	enhanced	flavor,	while
others	lost	their	complexity	and	tasted	flat.	I	recently	had	the	pleasure	of	smoking	an	Ashton	VSG	from	1999	and	it	was	positively	sublime.	Whether	you	plan	to	store	your	cigars	for	eight	days	or	eight	years,	they	will	stay	fresh,	burn	perfectly,	and	taste	great	if	you	keep	them	humidified,	but	expect	their	flavors	to	change.	Subjecting	premium	cigars	to
extreme	changes	in	temperature	and	humidity	can	ruin	them.	It’s	worth	noting,	handmade	versus	machine-made	cigars	can	be	stored	differently.	Machine-made	cigars	can	stay	fresh	outside	of	a	humidor	for	twelve	to	twenty-four	months,	but	that’s	because	they	are	made	from	dry-cured	tobaccos.	Wrap	Up	A	cigar	collection	is	an	investment.	As	you
develop	a	palate	for	premium	cigars,	it’s	fun	to	experiment.	When	you’ve	discovered	a	brand	or	a	blend	that	you’re	fond	of,	buy	a	handful	and	try	aging	cigars	for	different	amounts	of	time	to	taste	how	their	flavors	evolve.


