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Confidential	informants	play	an	essential	part	in	both	law	enforcement	efforts	and	the	work	of	a	Boston	criminal	defense	lawyer.	They	provide	vital	assistance	in	legal	proceedings.	If	youve	ever	wanted	to	know	more	about	their	inner	workings	and	impactful	roles	during	investigations,	then	look	no	further.	Here	at	The	Confidential	Informant	Project,
we	offer	insights	and	assistance	with	matters	regarding	confidential	informants	rights	and	their	impact	in	criminal	investigations.	Discover	why	confidential	informants	are	so	crucial	in	criminal	investigations	and	how	they	help	Boston	criminal	lawyers	solve	complex	cases.	We	will	discuss	guidelines	governing	their	use	and	delve	into	real-world	case
studies	that	showcase	their	importance.	By	understanding	the	role	and	rights	of	confidential	informants,	you	will	gain	more	of	an	understanding	of	how	law	enforcement	agencies	use	intelligence	gathered	by	them	against	criminals.	So	lets	delve	into	this	fascinating	world	where	information	can	lead	to	arrest.	Excellent!	My	introduction	is	complete;	it
provides	readers	with	an	introduction	of	what	can	be	expected	in	my	blog	post	while	maintaining	an	engaging	tone.	Now	it	is	time	for	writing	the	main	body	content	based	on	talking	points	and	keywords	provided.	Confidential	informants	play	an	invaluable	role	in	law	enforcement,	providing	vital	assistance	for	senior	level	special	agents,	police	and
criminal	division	chiefs	in	various	ways.	Their	contributions	help	gather	intelligence	on	criminal	activities	while	providing	key	details	that	lead	to	arrests	or	prosecutions;	additionally	they	aid	undercover	operations	to	gather	evidence.	Confidential	informants	are	invaluable	resources.	Their	access	to	inside	information	reveals	hidden	criminal	networks
and	illegal	operations;	by	infiltrating	these	circles	they	provide	law	enforcement	with	insights	into	criminal	planning	and	execution	activities.	Confidential	informants	play	an	invaluable	role	in	gathering	intelligence	as	well	as	in	providing	necessary	evidence	for	arrests	and	prosecutions.	Their	firsthand	knowledge	of	criminal	activities	individuals
involved,	roles	they	perform	or	specific	incidents	or	events	that	take	place	provides	important	details	necessary	for	building	strong	cases	against	offenders	and	ensuring	successful	prosecutions.	Informants	provide	law	enforcement	agencies	with	invaluable	assistance	by	engaging	in	undercover	operations.	In	working	closely	with	investigators	and
helping	gather	evidence	against	suspected	criminals	while	keeping	their	cover	identities	anonymous,	confidential	informants	enable	law	enforcement	to	gain	vital	insight	that	would	otherwise	be	difficult	to	acquire.	Confidential	informants	play	an	essential	part	of	the	legal	system	by	providing	sensitive	data	to	law	enforcement	agencies.	To	protect	and
ensure	their	cooperation,	certain	legal	protections	have	been	put	into	effect	to	provide	them	with	protection	and	limit	their	risks.	Confidentiality	agreements	are	used	to	protect	informants	identities	by	prohibiting	disclosure	of	personal	details	that	could	expose	them	to	potential	harm	or	reprisal,	thus	permitting	informants	to	provide	valuable
intelligence	without	fear	of	reprisals	from	authorities.	Informants	may	receive	immunity	or	reduced	sentences	as	rewards	for	cooperating	with	law	enforcement	investigations,	providing	incentive	for	those	familiar	with	criminal	acts	to	report	them	and	assist.	By	offering	such	benefits,	law	enforcement	hopes	to	encourage	informants	to	provide
accurate	data.	Law	enforcement	officials	must	adhere	to	stringent	restrictions	during	informant	operations	in	order	to	avoid	abuse	or	coercion	by	informants;	to	prevent	abuse	by	law	enforcement	officials	or	coercion	by	informants	into	engaging	in	unlawful	behavior	that	they	otherwise	would	have	refrained	from	doing.	Guidelines	established	by	the
Boston	criminal	attorney	general	provide	investigating	officers	with	guidance	in	remaining	within	legal	boundaries	during	investigations.	Informant	privileges	extend	to	criminal	defense	attorneys	as	well,	who	need	access	to	pertinent	information	during	proceedings.	This	privilege	enables	defense	attorneys	to	effectively	represent	their	clients	while
respecting	any	agreements	made	between	law	enforcement	and	informants	regarding	confidentiality	agreements.	By	adhering	to	these	policies	and	guidelines,	both	prosecutors	and	Boston	criminal	defense	attorneys	can	navigate	the	complexities	surrounding	confidential	informants	in	criminal	prosecutions	with	ease	while	simultaneously	upholding
justice	and	maintaining	public	safety.	Informant	rights	will	be	safeguarded	while	still	meeting	justice-oriented	public	safety	objectives.	Striking	an	optimal	balance	between	information	needs	and	possible	risks	to	informant	safety	is	of	utmost	importance	when	operating	informants.	Informants	play	an	integral	part	in	gathering	intelligence;	however,
their	involvement	could	put	their	safety	at	risk	and	it	therefore	becomes	essential	that	we	protect	their	wellbeing.	Fair	treatment	and	avoidance	of	exploitative	practices	among	vulnerable	individuals	present	another	ethical	challenge	when	using	informants.	Recognising	that	many	informants	could	be	living	difficult	circumstances	or	vulnerable
individuals	can	make	them	especially	prone	to	manipulation	is	critical;	treating	these	informants	with	kindness	is	vitally	important.	Conflicts	that	arise	from	informant	relationships	present	a	challenge	to	those	using	confidential	informants,	particularly	law	enforcement	personnel	who	employ	confidential	informants.	Interaction	between	law
enforcement	personnel	and	informants	may	become	complex	and	compromise	the	integrity	of	investigations;	to	safeguard	credibility	of	informant	relationships	steps	must	be	taken	to	manage	potential	conflicts	of	interests	that	might	emerge	between	informant	relationships	and	law	enforcement	investigations.	Provide	thorough	training:	Law
enforcement	officers	should	receive	extensive	instruction	in	how	to	manage	informant	relationships	ethically,	taking	into	account	any	associated	risks.Implement	safeguards:	Establish	procedures	which	prioritize	informant	safety	while	still	collecting	necessary	intelligence.Conduct	periodic	reviews:	Review	cases	that	involve	informants	regularly	in
order	to	detect	any	breaches	in	ethics	or	conflicts	of	interests	that	might	exist.Maintain	Transparency:	Make	certain	all	parties	involved	understand	their	respective	rights	and	responsibilities	within	an	informant	relationship.	Law	enforcement	agencies	that	actively	address	ethical	concerns	can	find	an	optimal	balance	between	gathering	essential
intelligence	from	confidential	informants,	while	safeguarding	rights	and	wellbeing	within	the	legal	system.	Impact	of	Informants	in	Criminal	InvestigationsEnhance	the	efficiency	and	effectiveness	of	investigations:Informants	play	an	instrumental	role	in	increasing	the	efficiency	and	effectiveness	of	criminal	investigations.Informants	provide	crucial
assistance	for	law	enforcement	agencies	as	they	search	for	criminal	activities	hidden	away	within	criminal	networks.	They	take	advantage	of	being	so	closely	associated	with	criminal	networks	to	gather	crucial	intelligence	on	key	players,	modus	operandi	and	any	upcoming	criminal	operations.	As	investigators	make	use	of	this	intelligence,	they	are
empowered	to	take	proactive	steps	aimed	at	either	preventing	crimes	from	taking	place	in	advance,	or	apprehending	criminals	swiftly.Provider	of	inside	knowledge	and	access	to	criminal	networks:Informants	provide	vital	evidence	against	individuals	engaging	in	various	types	of	criminal	activities.Law	enforcement	agencies	rely	heavily	on	them	for
firsthand	intelligence	about	ongoing	crimes,	enabling	them	to	build	solid	cases	against	those	suspected.	Informants	provide	invaluable	details	concerning	the	planning,	execution,	and	aftereffect	of	criminal	activities.	Inside	knowledge	not	only	aids	investigators	in	connecting	the	dots	but	is	essential	in	helping	secure	convictions	in	court.	Informants
serve	not	only	as	sources	during	investigations	but	can	also	act	as	witnesses	during	court	proceedings.Testimony	from	witnesses	strengthens	and	adds	credibility	to	a	prosecutions	case	by	correlating	with	other	pieces	of	evidence	gathered	during	investigation.Informant	accounts	provide	invaluable	insight	into	criminal	organizations,	offering	jurors	an
accurate	picture.These	testimonies	play	an	invaluable	role	in	convincing	judges	and	juries	of	an	individuals	involvement	with	criminal	activities.	Use	of	confidential	informants	within	the	legal	system,	especially	alongside	a	Boston	criminal	lawyer,	has	proven	its	efficacy	in	terms	of	crime	prevention	and	detection.	Informants	contribute	significantly	to
investigations	by	offering	access	to	unique	knowledge	within	criminal	networks	that	is	otherwise	unavailable.	They	serve	as	witnesses	with	firsthand	accounts	that	supplement	other	forms	of	evidence.	While	informant	relationships	may	pose	risks	to	the	informants	themselves,	when	managed	appropriately,	they	provide	many	advantages	to	law
enforcement	agencies	and	the	justice	system,	including	those	involving	a	Boston	lawyer.	The	Criminal	Division	Office	of	Inspector	General	regularly	evaluates	informant	programs	in	its	jurisdiction	to	ensure	their	use	adheres	to	legal	guidelines	and	is	subject	to	adequate	oversight.	Establishing	trust	is	paramount	when	recruiting	confidential
informants.	Field	personnel	such	as	enforcement	agents	and	supervisors	employ	various	rapport-building	techniques	to	gain	the	trust	of	potential	informants,	creating	an	atmosphere	in	which	individuals	feel	at	ease	sharing	sensitive	data.	Field	agents	employ	field	assessments	of	informants	motivations	in	order	to	establish	reliability	and	credibility	of
sources,	gathering	background	info	through	interviews	or	file	reviews	on	potential	informants.	By	understanding	their	incentives,	agents	can	ascertain	whether	there	are	genuine	intentions	behind	potential	informant	reports	or	ulterior	motivations	at	play.	Once	selected,	protocols	are	put	into	place	to	facilitate	communication,	compensation	and
protection	of	informants.	Coordinators	at	headquarters	provide	direction	to	line	supervisors	regarding	how	best	to	handle	human	sources;	field	managers	receive	instruction	regarding	keeping	in	regular	contact	with	informants	while	making	sure	their	safety	is	a	top	priority.	Communication	channels	between	headquarters	officials	and	field	personnel
are	established	to	allow	timely	exchange	of	intelligence,	with	coordinators	overseeing	informant	compensation	based	on	level	of	cooperation	and	value	provided	intel.	As	part	of	ongoing	efforts	to	enhance	informant	handling	techniques,	additional	training	is	offered	to	field	agents	and	supervisors	in	informant	handling	techniques.	This	equips	them
with	necessary	skill	sets	that	allow	them	to	navigate	complex	situations	involving	human	sources	while	complying	with	legal	regulations.	Recruitment	should	take	into	account	its	ultimate	objective	prosecution.	Managers	work	alongside	coordinators	to	evaluate	admissibility	of	intelligence	gathered	during	recruitment	as	admissible	evidence	during
court	proceedings,	to	ensure	proper	procedures	were	adhered	to	during	the	informants	participation	in	criminal	activities.	At	its	core,	confidential	informants	play	a	pivotal	role	in	law	enforcement,	often	assisting	not	only	agencies	but	also	the	criminal	lawyer	in	Boston.	They	provide	valuable	intelligence	that	helps	law	enforcement	authorities	gather
evidence,	infiltrate	criminal	organizations,	and	solve	complex	cases	more	easily.	Yet,	there	are	legal	protections	to	safeguard	informant	rights:	maintaining	their	anonymity	as	a	service	to	law	enforcement,	offering	witness	protection	programs,	and	ensuring	their	interests	are	protected	from	possible	exploitation	or	abuse.	Moving	forward,	law
enforcement	agencies	and	policymakers,	including	the	criminal	lawyer	in	Boston,	must	constantly	assess	and	refine	how	confidential	informants	are	managed.	Striking	a	balance	between	utilizing	their	assistance	while	respecting	their	rights	presents	challenges.	This	means	addressing	ethical	dilemmas	associated	with	informant	use,	devising	stringent
recruitment	processes,	and	ensuring	officers	who	manage	informants	receive	proper	training.	Staying	informed	when	making	decisions	on	confidential	informants	future	role	within	the	legal	system	requires	keeping	up-to-date	on	developments	in	legislation	and	policies	affecting	them.	Be	familiar	with	any	local	laws	regarding	informant	rights	or
protection,	consider	supporting	organizations	who	advocate	fair	treatment	of	informants	within	legal	processes,	and	stay	actively	engaged	to	shape	an	equitable	approach	toward	using	confidential	informants.	By	remaining	engaged	you	may	contribute	towards	shaping	more	just	practices	surrounding	using	them.	Can	I	become	an	informant?	.
Becoming	a	confidential	informant	is	not	something	anyone	can	easily	apply	for;	law	enforcement	agencies	carefully	select	individuals	based	on	criteria	like	knowledge	of	criminal	activity	or	connections	within	communities.	If	you	think	your	information	could	help	law	enforcement,	the	best	thing	would	be	for	you	to	contact	either	your	local	police
department	or	federal	agency	anonymously	and	further	discuss	your	situation	with	them.	Are	there	risks	involved	in	becoming	an	informant?	There	can	be	risks	involved	with	becoming	a	confidential	informant,	including	potential	threats	from	criminal	groups	if	your	identity	becomes	public.	That	is	why	confidentiality	must	remain	paramount	law
enforcement	agencies	use	witness	protection	programs	or	ensure	anonymity	during	court	proceedings	to	keep	informants	safe;	but	before	making	your	decision	to	become	one	yourself	its	wise	to	carefully	weigh	potential	risks	with	potential	benefits	before	making	your	choice.	How	are	confidential	informants	compensated?	Compensation	for
confidential	informants	varies	based	on	circumstances	and	agency	involved,	with	amounts	that	range	from	small	sums	of	money	up	to	substantial	payments	depending	on	how	useful	their	information	was	and	its	impactful	criminal	investigations.	Its	essential	to	keep	in	mind	that	financial	compensation	may	be	just	one	aspect	of	informant	handling;
other	forms	of	support	and	protection	could	also	be	given	as	part	of	this	arrangement.	Can	I	trust	law	enforcement	agencies	to	uphold	my	rights	as	an	informant?	Law	enforcement	agencies	have	an	obligation	to	safeguard	the	rights	of	confidential	informants	who	collaborate	with	them.	Trust	between	informant	and	agency	is	critical	for	successful
collaboration;	but	before	engaging	as	an	informant	with	law	enforcement,	its	always	advisable	to	exercise	due	caution	and	make	yourself	fully	aware	of	all	your	rights.	If	there	are	concerns	over	safety	issues	or	violations	of	your	rights,	please	seek	legal	advice	from	a	lawyer	in	Boston	or	reach	out	to	an	organization	dedicated	to	informant	protections
for	guidance	or	help.	How	long	typically	serve	individuals	as	confidential	informants?	Duration	of	service	as	a	confidential	informant	varies	based	on	several	factors,	including	their	involvement	with	criminal	activities,	ongoing	investigations	and	how	effective	their	cooperation	was.	Some	individuals	may	serve	as	short-term	informants	for	specific
cases	while	others	provide	extended	information	or	even	act	as	long-term	undercover	operatives	within	criminal	organizations	the	duration	will	depend	upon	various	conditions	as	agreed	between	law	enforcement	agencies	and	informants.	Confidential	informants	are	integral	to	law	enforcement,	offering	insights	that	can	prevent	and	resolve	criminal
activities.	Their	involvement	is	essential	in	cases	where	undercover	operations	are	necessary	or	traditional	investigative	methods	fall	short.However,	using	confidential	informants	presents	challenges.	Ethical	dilemmas	and	legal	constraints	must	be	balanced	to	ensure	justice	without	compromising	individual	rights	or	investigation	integrity.	Its
important	to	explore	their	roles,	limitations,	and	ethical	considerations.	Role	and	Responsibilities	of	a	Confidential	InformantConfidential	informants,	or	CIs,	are	valuable	to	law	enforcement	by	providing	insider	information	on	criminal	activities,	from	drug	trafficking	to	organized	crime.	This	intelligence	is	crucial	for	building	cases	that	can	withstand
legal	scrutiny.	Informants	have	unique	access	to	criminal	networks,	enabling	them	to	relay	information	leading	to	arrests	and	convictions.The	responsibilities	of	a	CI	require	a	balance	of	trust	and	discretion.	Informants	must	maintain	their	cover	within	criminal	circles	while	reporting	to	their	handlers.	This	dual	role	is	dangerous,	as	exposure	can	lead
to	severe	repercussions.	To	mitigate	risks,	law	enforcement	often	provides	protection	and,	sometimes,	financial	compensation.The	relationship	between	a	CI	and	their	handler	is	governed	by	strict	protocols	to	ensure	information	reliability.	Handlers	verify	the	credibility	of	intelligence	and	ensure	informants	operate	within	legal	boundaries,	avoiding
entrapment.	The	use	of	informants	is	guided	by	internal	policies	and	legal	frameworks,	such	as	the	Attorney	Generals	Guidelines	on	the	Use	of	Confidential	Informants	in	the	United	States.	Legal	Boundaries	for	InformantsConfidential	informants	operate	within	a	legal	framework	balancing	effective	law	enforcement	with	individual	rights	protection.
The	Fourth	Amendment	safeguards	against	unreasonable	searches	and	seizures,	requiring	informants	to	comply	with	constitutional	standards	for	evidence	admissibility.	Informants	cannot	conduct	searches	or	seizures	without	a	warrant	or	exceed	their	authorized	activities.	Legal	precedents,	such	as	Katz	v.	United	States,	reinforce	the	need	for
judicial	oversight	to	avoid	infringing	on	privacy	rights.Informants	are	subject	to	regulations	to	prevent	entrapment,	a	defense	asserting	an	individual	was	induced	to	commit	a	crime	they	otherwise	would	not	have.	The	Supreme	Court	case	of	Jacobson	v.	United	States	emphasizes	that	law	enforcement	must	not	implant	criminal	intent	in	an	otherwise
innocent	persons	mind.	Informants	must	avoid	coercion	or	undue	influence,	which	could	compromise	a	prosecutions	case.To	ensure	compliance	with	legal	standards,	informants	work	under	close	supervision.	Law	enforcement	agencies	implement	oversight	mechanisms,	including	detailed	record-keeping	and	regular	evaluations	of	informant
contributions.	This	oversight	supports	accountability	and	maintains	the	integrity	of	gathered	information,	reducing	legal	challenges.	Agencies	may	use	specialized	software,	such	as	Palantir	or	IBMs	i2	Analysts	Notebook,	to	track	and	analyze	intelligence,	ensuring	it	aligns	with	statutory	requirements	and	procedural	guidelines.Ethical	Considerations
in	Informant	OperationsThe	use	of	confidential	informants	raises	ethical	questions	beyond	legal	boundaries,	delving	into	the	moral	fabric	of	law	enforcement	practices.	A	key	concern	is	the	potential	exploitation	of	vulnerable	individuals	who	may	become	informants	due	to	coercion	or	desperation.	This	dynamic	can	lead	to	power	imbalances,	where
informants	feel	compelled	to	engage	in	risky	behavior,	endangering	themselves	and	others.	The	ethical	dilemma	is	heightened	when	informants	are	minors	or	individuals	with	diminished	capacity,	raising	concerns	about	their	ability	to	consent	to	their	roles.Balancing	justice	pursuit	with	ethical	responsibility	requires	law	enforcement	agencies	to	adopt
robust	ethical	guidelines	and	oversight	mechanisms.	Transparency	in	informant	recruitment	and	management	is	crucial	for	maintaining	public	trust	and	ensuring	accountability.	Agencies	must	weigh	the	benefits	of	informant	information	against	the	ethical	implications	of	their	methods,	considering	societal	impact	and	potential	abuse.	Ethical	training
for	officers	involved	in	informant	operations	can	cultivate	awareness	of	these	issues,	promoting	practices	that	respect	the	dignity	and	autonomy	of	informants.	GAO-15-807	Published:	Sep	15,	2015.	Publicly	Released:	Sep	15,	2015.	Skip	to	Highlights	Some	components	within	the	Departments	of	Justice	(DOJ)	and	Homeland	Security	(DHS)	do	not	fully
address	procedures	outlined	in	The	Attorney	General's	Guidelines	(the	Guidelines)which	established	procedures	to	help	ensure	that	components	exercise	their	authorities	regarding	the	use	of	informants	appropriately	and	with	adequate	oversight.	Eight	components	within	DOJ	and	DHSthe	Bureau	of	Alcohol,	Tobacco,	Firearms	and	Explosives;	the	U.S.
Drug	Enforcement	Administration	(DEA);	the	Federal	Bureau	of	Investigation	(FBI);	the	U.S.	Marshals	Service	(USMS);	U.S.	Customs	and	Border	Protection;	U.S.	Immigration	and	Customs	Enforcement	(ICE);	the	U.S.	Coast	Guard	(USCG);	and	the	U.S.	Secret	Service	(USSS)have	policies	in	place	that	generally	address	the	procedures	outlined	in	the
Guidelines	for	vetting	a	confidential	informant.	However,	five	of	the	eight	components'	policies	are	not	fully	consistent	with	the	Guidelines'	provisions	for	overseeing	informants'	illegal	activities.	For	example,	the	Guidelines	require	agencies	to	document	certain	information	when	authorizing	an	informant	to	participate	in	an	activity	that	would
otherwise	be	considered	illegal	(e.g.,	purchasing	illegal	drugs	from	someone	who	is	the	target	of	a	drug-trafficking	investigation).	DEA,	USMS,	ICE,	USCG,	and	USSS	do	not	fully	address	the	requirements	to	provide	the	informant	with	written	instructions	about	the	authorized	activity	and	require	signed	acknowledgment	from	the	informant.	Without
such	documentation,	if	an	informant	engages	in	an	activity	that	exceeds	the	scope	of	the	authorization,	the	agency	may	not	be	able	to	demonstrate	that	the	informant's	actions	were	not	authorized,	thereby	limiting	the	agency's	ability	to	prosecute	the	informant	for	the	unauthorized	illegal	activity.	The	DOJ	and	DHS	components	that	oversaw	the	most
informants	in	fiscal	year	2013the	FBI,	DEA,	ICE,	and	USSShave	monitoring	processes	in	place	to	help	ensure	that	agents	are	complying	with	their	respective	components'	policies.	Such	monitoring	activities	include	supervisory	reviews,	as	well	as	headquarters	inspections	and	self-inspections	within	the	field	offices.	These	agencies	also	use
administrative	tools,	such	as	standardized	forms,	that	cover	the	requirements	in	their	policies	and	help	ensure	that	agents	capture	necessary	information.	However,	as	noted	above,	some	components'	policies	do	not	fully	address	the	procedures	in	the	Guidelines,	and	as	a	result,	the	components'	monitoring	processes	likewise	do	not	assess	compliance
with	those	procedures	in	the	Guidelines.	Consequently,	agencies	may	not	have	reasonable	assurance	that	they	are	complying	with	procedures	established	in	the	Guidelines	to	address	the	risks	associated	with	using	informants.	This	is	a	public	version	of	a	sensitive	report	that	GAO	issued	in	March	2015.	It	does	not	include	details	that	ICE	deemed	law
enforcement	sensitive.	Why	GAO	Did	This	Study	Federal	law	enforcement	components	used	more	than	16,000	confidential	informants	in	fiscal	year	2013	as	part	of	criminal	investigations.	Informants	can	be	critical	to	an	investigation,	but	without	appropriate	oversight,	problems	can	occur	that	undermine	the	credibility	of	the	informant's	role	in	an
investigation.	The	Attorney	General's	Guidelines	sets	forth	procedures	on	the	management	of	informants,	including	vetting	potential	informants	and	overseeing	informants'	illegal	activities	that	components	authorize	to	support	an	investigation.	GAO	was	asked	to	review	the	use	of	confidential	informants.	GAO	reviewed	the	extent	to	which	(1)	DOJ	and
DHS	components'	policies	address	the	Guidelines	for	vetting	informants	and	overseeing	their	illegal	activities	and	(2)	selected	components	have	monitoring	processes	to	ensure	compliance	with	the	Guidelines.	GAO	reviewed	components'	documented	policies	and	monitoring	processes	and	interviewed	agency	officials	about	their	practices.	GAO	visited
components'	field	offices	in	three	locations	chosen	based	on	the	numbers	of	informants	overseen,	among	other	factors.	GAO	recommends	that	DOJ	and	DHS	and	their	components	take	actions	to	update	components'	policies	and	monitoring	processes	to	improve	handling	and	oversight	of	confidential	informants.	DOJ	and	DHS	concurred	with	our
recommendations.	Agency	Affected	Recommendation	Status	United	States	Marshals	Service	To	help	ensure	that	agencies'	policies	and	oversight	are	fully	consistent	with	The	Attorney	General's	Guidelines	Regarding	the	Use	of	Confidential	Informants,	the	Administrator	of	DEA	and	the	Director	of	USMS,	with	assistance	and	oversight	from	the	DOJ
Criminal	Division,	should	update	their	agencies'	respective	policies	and	corresponding	monitoring	processes	to	explicitly	address	the	Guidelines'	provisions	on	oversight	of	informants'	illegal	activities.	Drug	Enforcement	Administration	To	help	ensure	that	agencies'	policies	and	oversight	are	fully	consistent	with	The	Attorney	General's	Guidelines
Regarding	the	Use	of	Confidential	Informants,	the	Administrator	of	DEA	and	the	Director	of	USMS,	with	assistance	and	oversight	from	the	DOJ	Criminal	Division,	should	update	their	agencies'	respective	policies	and	corresponding	monitoring	processes	to	explicitly	address	the	Guidelines'	provisions	on	oversight	of	informants'	illegal	activities.
Department	of	Homeland	Security	To	help	ensure	that	agencies'	policies	and	oversight	are	fully	consistent	with	The	Attorney	General's	Guidelines	Regarding	the	Use	of	Confidential	Informants,	the	Secretary	of	the	Department	of	Homeland	Security	should	provide	oversight	and	guidance	to	ensure	that	DHS	agencies	comply	with	the	Guidelines.
United	States	Immigration	and	Customs	Enforcement	To	help	ensure	that	agencies'	policies	and	oversight	are	fully	consistent	with	The	Attorney	General's	Guidelines	Regarding	the	Use	of	Confidential	Informants,	the	Assistant	Secretary	of	ICE	and	the	Commandant	of	USCG	should	update	their	respective	agencies'	informant	policies	and
corresponding	monitoring	processes	to	explicitly	address	the	Guidelines'	provisions	on	oversight	of	informants'	illegal	activities.	Open	Partially	Addressed	United	States	Coast	Guard	To	help	ensure	that	agencies'	policies	and	oversight	are	fully	consistent	with	The	Attorney	General's	Guidelines	Regarding	the	Use	of	Confidential	Informants,	the
Assistant	Secretary	of	ICE	and	the	Commandant	of	USCG	should	update	their	respective	agencies'	informant	policies	and	corresponding	monitoring	processes	to	explicitly	address	the	Guidelines'	provisions	on	oversight	of	informants'	illegal	activities.	See	All	5	Recommendations	A	Confidential	Informant	(CI)	is	a	person	who,	while	acting	under	the
direction	and	control	of	a	law	enforcement	handler(s),	sometimes	plays	a	participatory	role	in	a	criminal	investigation.	Since	CIs	are	typically	known	to	be	involved	in	criminal	activity	or	are	associated	with	criminals,	theyre	in	the	unique	position	of	having	the	means	to	provide	solid	insider	information	thats	extremely	useful	to	investigators.	In
exchange	for	their	services,	informants	generally	seek	something	of	value,	such	as	financial	gain/cash	payment,	or	a	reduction	or	dismissal	of	pending	criminal	charges.	NOTE	Police	officers	do	not	have	the	authority	to	reduce	or	dismiss	criminal	charges.	It	is	the	prosecutor,	or	Court,	who	has	the	authority	to	do	so.	Confidential	Informants	(CIs)	are
typically	used	to	supply	probable	cause	for	the	issuance	of	search	warrants,	or	to	justify	an	arrest.	Therefore,	its	an	important	part	of	policing	to	seek	anddevelop	criminal	intelligence	through	the	use	of	confidential	informants.For	their	safety,	informants	highly	prefer	to	remain	anonymous.Protecting	an	informants	anonymity	can	pose	problems	for
prosecutors	because	the	6th	Amendments	Confrontation	Clause	guarantees	criminal	defendants	the	opportunity	to	face	their	accuser(s)	in	the	case(s)	against	them,	and	to	dispute	the	witnesses	testimony.	Therefore,	its	always	best	to	build	a	criminal	case	on	evidence	that	doesnt	solely	rely	on	an	informants	contribution.	However,	many	times	cases
are	dependent	on	the	evidence	supplied	by	informants.	More	on	protecting	an	informants	anonymity	in	a	moment.When	using	confidential	informants	officers	must	consider:The	risk	that	a	CI	could	violate	an	individuals	rights.CIs	are	not	trained	law	enforcement	officers,	legal	authorities,	etc.	Therefore,	they	may,	unknowingly,	intrude	upon	privileged
communications,	which	could	lead	to	a	compromised	investigation.The	character	and	motivation	of	the	CI.	Is	he/she	involved	in	the	matter	under	investigation	and	is	using	his	role	as	a	CI	to	shift	the	blame.Has	he/she	proven	to	be	reliable?	Is	there	a	means	to	verify	information	which	he/she	provides.There	must	be	a	means	for	police	to	control	the	CIs
activities	when	he/she	is	acting	on	their	behalf.Is	it	possible	to	ensure	that	the	CIs	actions	are	consistent	with	his	instructions	and	the	law?Is	the	value	of	the	information	provided	by	the	informant	worth	the	reward	sought	by	the	CI?When	a	CI	acts	according	to	instructions	provided	by	the	police,	then	the	CIs	actions	are	governed	by	the	same	laws
and	standards	was	if	they	were	a	police	officer.	Simply	put,	in	certain	circumstances	theyre	an	agent	of	the	police.The	business	of	utilizing	CIs	should	be	well-documented.	In	my	former	departments,	each	CI	submitted	biographical	and	other	background	information,	such	as	criminal	history,	known	associates,	etc.	Also	included	in	their	file	was	a
current	photo	of	the	CI,	list	of	vehicles	driven/owned,	and	a	signed	copy	of	the	Informant	Conduct	Agreement.If	the	CI	was	on	probation	or	parole,	the	detective/officer	was	responsible	for	notifying	the	appropriate	probation	or	parole	officer	to	alert	them	of	the	CIs	agreement	to	help	the	police.The	CIs	file	was	sealed	and	maintained	in	a	secure
location.	To	ensure	anonymity,	each	CI	was	assigned	a	number	and	alias	that	was	to	be	used	on	all	records	in	place	of	their	actual	names.	Numbers	were	used	to	identify	CIs	in	all	reports	and	paperwork,	including	affidavits	for	search	warrants.Itemized	records	were	kept	for	all	expenditures	such	as	buy	money	and	payments	made	to	CIs.	CIs	were
required	to	sign	receipts/distribution	of	funds	when	receiving	payment	for	services.Buy	money	is	cash	provided	by	the	handler	to	CIs	thats	used	to	purchase	evidentiary	items	,	such	as	illegal	drugs.	These	purchases	are	calledcontrolled	buys,	and	they	go	something	like	this:The	CI	meets	with	his	handler	and	says,	Rockys	holding	a	few	kilos	of	coke
and	said	he	could	let	me	have	one	for	28.	The	handler	calls	her	supervisor	who	agrees	to	the	deal.	He,	along	with	a	second	supervisor	who	serves	as	a	witness,	prepares	the	necessary	paperwork	and	then	pulls	the	$28,000	from	the	safe.	The	detective	signs	for	the	cash	and	tells	he	informant	to	call	the	suspect	to	arrange	the	drug	sale.	The	call	is
recorded	on	video	and	audio.Cash	used	for	drug	deals	is	marked,	meaning	serial	numbers	are	recorded.	The	reason	police	use	currency	with	pre-recorded	serial	numbers	is	to	prove	that	the	money	in	the	sellers	pocket	at	the	time	of	his	arrest	later	in	the	day	is	the	same	money	police	gave	to	the	CI.Detectives	often	equip	the	informant	witha	body	wire
to	record	audio	of	the	transaction.	Sometimes	a	covert	camera	is	used	to	video	the	buy.	Covert	cameras	can	be	disguised	as	practically	any	object	imaginable,	from	a	ball	cap,	to	a	pen,	to	a	button	on	a	shirt,	and	everything	between.	The	list	is	nearly	limitless.An	undercover	officer	may	accompany	the	CI	to	the	meeting	with	the	dealer.	Most	of	the	time,
though,	the	CI	is	on	his	own.	However,	officers	often	maintain	surveillance	of	the	area	from	unmarked	vehicles,	such	as	fake	utility	vans,	delivery	vehicles,	etc.	Undercover	agents	might	be	nearby	in	the	event	something	goes	wrong,	or	if	the	intention	is	to	raid	the	place	after	the	sale	is	complete.The	deal	is	done,	and	if	all	goes	well,	and	it	should,	the
informant	meets	detectives	to	hand	over	the	recently	purchase	drugs.	The	officers	again	conduct	searches	of	the	CI	and	his	vehicle.If	the	suspect	is	arrested	immediately	after	the	sale,	police	search	him	to	confirm	that	any	cash	discovered	includes	the	marked	money.To	protect	the	CIs	identity,	its	best	to	wait	until	several	transactions	by	a	variety	of
customers	are	witnessed	at	the	drug	house	before	raiding	the	place.As	mentioned	above,	when	all	is	a	said	and	done,	the	drug	seller	will	have	his	day	in	court,	and	it	is	the	6th	Amendment	that	guarantees	criminal	defendants	the	opportunity	to	face	their	accuser(s).	Meaning	that	defendants	have	the	right	to	confront	the	folks	who	said	they	committed
an	illegal	act,	such	as	selling	cocaine.In	the	case	of	a	CI,	though,	there	are	protections	in	place	to	help	preserve	their	anonymity.	The	identity	of	one	providing	criminal	information	to	the	prosecution	is	generally	considered	privileged,	to	further	effective	public	law	enforcement.	Webb	v.	Commonwealth,	137	Va.	833,	120	S.E.	155	(1923);	Roviaro	v.
united	states,	353	U.S.	53(1957).	A	defendants	need	to	learn	the	identity	of	the	CI	must	be	weighed	by	the	court	against	the	governments	need	to	maintain	confidentiality	in	the	particular	case,	taking	into	account	the	crime	charged,	the	relevance	of	the	CIs	prospective	testimony,	and	other	factors.	It	is	a	case	by	case	analysis.	~	Commonwealths
Attorneys	Drug	Prosecution	Manual	Prosecutors	typically	have	privilege	against	disclosure	of	a	CIs	identity.	Still,	defense	attorneys	know	that	pressing	again	and	again	for	the	identity	will	sometimes	force	a	prosecutor	to	nolle	prosequi	the	case	(basically,	drop	the	charges)	rather	than	give	up	the	CI.s	identity.	Hey,	it	works,	sometimes,	if	the	judge
leans	toward	the	side	of	the	defense.I	once	had	a	case	where	I	used	a	couple	of	CIs	to	purchase	cocaine	from	several	dealers.	One	of	those	dealers	was	a	major	player	who	supplied	large	quantities	of	cocaine	to	other	dealers.She	was	convicted	of	distribution	of	cocaineand	sentenced	to	serve	15	years	in	prison.	At	her	sentencing	hearing	I	was	called	to
testify	about	her	extensive	history	of	maintaining	a	significant	drug	operation	that	included	buying,	transporting	and	selling	large	quantities	of	cocaine	and	other	drugs.	Part	of	my	testimony	included	information	obtained	from	reliable	confidential	informants.On	appeal,	her	attorneys	demanded	that	I	provide	the	names	of	the	informants.	The	appellate
court	ruled	that	disclosure	of	their	identities	was	not	required	because	the	informants	were	not	participants	in	the	events	which	led	to	the	defendants	convictions,	but	were	only	witnesses	to	previous	criminal	activities.The	conclusion:Her	conviction	was	constitutional	under	the	5th,	6th,	and	14th	Amendments,	and	the	identities	of	the	informants	was
not	required.	Conviction	Affirmed.	FIREPLACESWhen	uses	CIs	in	criminal	cases,	its	important	to	understand	their	motivation	for	wanting	to	help	police.	Knowing	why	they	do	what	they	do	helps	police	better	manage	and	understand	their	vulnerabilities.	To	address	this,	Ian	Stanier	and	Jordan	Nunan	of	CREST	have	developed	a	new	mnemonic,
FIREPLACES:	Financial,	Ideology,	Revenge,	Excitement,	Protection,	Lifestyle,	Access,	Coercion,	Ego,	andSentence.F	Financial:	Includes	the	receipt	of	monetary	reward	or	in-kind	payment	(i.e.	payment	of	rent,	tools,	vehicles,	phones,clothes).I	Ideology	/	Moral:	Information	is	provided	about	a	person	or	group	who	possess	ideas	or	beliefs	at	odds	with
those	held	by	the	informant	(i.e.	drug	dealing	or	terroristtactics).R	Revenge:	Information	is	provided	to	harm	or	place	another	in	a	detrimental	position	(i.e.	arrested)	in	response	to	a	previous	injury	or	perceived	wrongdoing	(i.e.	as	a	result	of	an	acrimonious	breakup	of	a	personal	or	criminalrelationship).E	Excitement:	Undertaking	the	role	of	an
informant	offers	the	individual	a	feeling	of	excitement,	eagerness,	orarousal.P	Protection:	Passing	information	to	authorities	to	protect	the	informant	from	persons	or	networks	threatening	them,	their	criminal	enterprises,	or	family.	The	cooperation	aims	to	provide	information	that	encourages	police	action	to	diminish	thisthreat.L	Lifestyle:	The	role
played	by	the	informant	provides	the	individual	with	an	enhanced	lifestyle,	either	as	a	consequence	of	deployments	and/orpayments.A	Access:	The	informant	relationship	provides	an	opportunity	for	counter-penetration	to	identify	agency	interest	in	offending	networks	and	associates.	This	may	include	deliberate	infiltration	by	criminals	to	understand
the	nature	of	police	tasking	and	levels	of	interest	in	their	or	their	competitors	criminalenterprises.C	Coercion:	Information	is	provided	to	avoid	carrying	out	a	threat	made	by	an	official	(i.e.	the	threat	of	deportation;	being	prevented	access	to	or	from	a	country;	or	blackmail	after	being	caught	in	compromisingsituations).E	Ego:	Undertaking	the	role	of
an	informant	enhances	the	individuals	self-esteem	or	self-importance.	Where	this	ego	starts	to	impact	the	veracity	of	provided	information,	these	are	sometimes	colloquially	known	as	Walter-Mittyinformants.S	Sentence:	Information	is	shared	to	mitigate	the	length	of	a	likely	forthcoming	prison	sentence	or	release	fromdetention.	Sign	up	today	to
attend	THE	ultimate	experience	for	writers,	fans,	and	readers	of	crime	fact	and	fiction!	MurderCon	is	a	killer	event!	Confidential	informants	are	often	portrayed	in	the	media	as	'snitches'	who	avoid	criminal	prosecution.	However,	acting	as	a	confidential	informant	does	not	mean	you	are	free	to	break	the	law	without	consequences.	In	fact,	you	can	still
get	criminal	charges	even	if	you	are	a	confidential	informant.	For	example,	if	you	are	acting	as	a	confidential	informant	in	a	drug	crime	investigation,	you	may	still	face	drug	charges.CharacteristicsValuesCan	confidential	informants	break	the	law?Yes,	confidential	informants	can	still	get	criminal	charges	if	they	break	the	law.Can	they	avoid	criminal
prosecution?No,	although	the	media	narrative	suggests	they	can,	they	can	still	be	prosecuted	for	crimes	they	commit.Do	they	have	immunity	from	prosecution?No,	they	can	still	be	prosecuted	for	crimes	they	commit.If	you	are	communicating	with	law	enforcement	about	a	criminal	investigation,	whether	or	not	you	have	formally	been	charged,	it	is	best
to	assume	that	anything	you	say	can	and	will	be	used	against	you.	The	one	person	with	whom	you	can	speak	freely	about	your	case	is	a	lawyer.	Acting	as	a	confidential	informant	is	not	for	the	faint	of	heart.	If	you	agree	to	act	as	a	confidential	informant	for	a	drug	crime	investigation,	you	get	a	plea	deal,	but	then	you	have	to	go	back	and	interact	with
your	own	drug	buddies	while	acting	as	if	nothing	is	going	on.	You	discuss	drug	deals	with	the	knowledge	that	the	police	hear	everything.	Since	the	police	hear	everything,	they	also	find	out	about	violations	of	the	law	that	they	did	not	authorise	you	to	commit	or	pretend	to	commit.If	possible,	get	a	plea	deal	that	does	not	require	you	to	act	as	an
informant,	or	better	yet,	plead	not	guilty	and	fight	your	charges.	A	criminal	defence	lawyer	can	help	you	if	you	are	facing	drug	charges	even	after	agreeing	to	cooperate	with	an	investigation	in	the	role	of	a	confidential	informant.If	you	are	communicating	with	law	enforcement	about	a	criminal	investigation,	whether	or	not	you	have	formally	been
charged,	it	is	best	to	assume	that	anything	you	say	can	and	will	be	used	against	you.	If	you	agree	to	act	as	a	confidential	informant,	you	may	get	a	plea	deal,	but	then	you	have	to	go	back	and	interact	with	your	own	drug	buddies	while	acting	as	if	nothing	is	going	on.If	possible,	get	a	plea	deal	that	does	not	require	you	to	act	as	an	informant,	or	better
yet,	plead	not	guilty	and	fight	your	charges.	A	criminal	defence	lawyer	can	help	you	if	you	are	facing	drug	charges	even	after	agreeing	to	cooperate	with	an	investigation	in	the	role	of	a	confidential	informant.If	you	agree	to	act	as	a	confidential	informant	for	a	drug	crime	investigation,	you	will	get	a	plea	deal,	but	then	you	will	have	to	go	back	and
interact	with	your	drug	buddies	while	acting	as	if	nothing	is	going	on.	This	can	be	difficult,	and	you	may	find	yourself	facing	drug	charges	even	after	agreeing	to	cooperate	with	an	investigation.	If	possible,	get	a	plea	deal	that	does	not	require	you	to	act	as	an	informant,	or	better	yet,	plead	not	guilty	and	fight	your	charges.A	criminal	defence	lawyer
can	help	you	if	you	are	facing	drug	charges	even	after	agreeing	to	cooperate	with	an	investigation	as	a	confidential	informant.	You	should	speak	freely	about	your	case	with	a	lawyer,	as	they	are	the	one	person	with	whom	you	can	do	so.If	you	are	communicating	with	law	enforcement	about	a	criminal	investigation,	whether	or	not	you	have	formally
been	charged,	it	is	best	to	assume	that	anything	you	say	can	and	will	be	used	against	you.	The	one	person	with	whom	you	can	speak	freely	about	your	case	is	a	Pittsburgh	drug	crime	lawyer.	Acting	as	a	confidential	informant	is	not	for	the	faint	of	heart.	If	you	agree	to	act	as	a	confidential	informant	for	a	drug	crime	investigation,	you	get	a	plea	deal,
but	then	you	have	to	go	back	and	interact	with	your	own	drug	buddies	while	acting	as	if	nothing	is	going	on.	You	may	even	have	seen	movies	about	criminal	investigations,	with	or	without	a	grain	of	truth,	about	serial	killers	smoking	weed	(before	decriminalization)	or	driving	drunk	in	the	presence	of	police	detectives	just	to	make	the	game	of	cat	and
mouse	more	interesting.If	possible,	get	a	plea	deal	that	does	not	require	you	to	act	as	an	informant,	or	better	yet,	plead	not	guilty	and	fight	your	charges.	A	criminal	defense	lawyer	can	help	you	if	you	are	facing	drug	charges	even	after	agreeing	to	cooperate	with	an	investigation	in	the	role	of	a	confidential	informant.If	you	agree	to	act	as	a
confidential	informant,	you	will	likely	get	a	plea	deal,	but	then	you	will	have	to	go	back	and	interact	with	your	own	drug	buddies	while	acting	as	if	nothing	is	going	on.	This	can	be	difficult,	as	the	police	will	hear	everything	you	say	and	will	find	out	about	any	violations	of	the	law	that	they	did	not	authorise	you	to	commit	or	pretend	to	commit.If	you	are
facing	drug	charges	even	after	agreeing	to	cooperate	with	an	investigation	as	a	confidential	informant,	a	criminal	defence	lawyer	may	be	able	to	help.	It	is	best	to	get	a	plea	deal	that	does	not	require	you	to	act	as	an	informant,	or	better	yet,	plead	not	guilty	and	fight	your	charges.Frequently	asked	questions	Yes,	you	can	still	get	criminal	charges	even
if	you	act	as	a	confidential	informant.	Yes,	you	can	get	a	plea	deal	if	you	act	as	a	confidential	informant,	but	then	you	have	to	go	back	and	interact	with	your	own	drug	buddies	while	acting	as	if	nothing	is	going	on.	The	one	person	with	whom	you	can	speak	freely	about	your	case	is	a	Pittsburgh	drug	crime	lawyer.	Share	copy	and	redistribute	the
material	in	any	medium	or	format	for	any	purpose,	even	commercially.	Adapt	remix,	transform,	and	build	upon	the	material	for	any	purpose,	even	commercially.	The	licensor	cannot	revoke	these	freedoms	as	long	as	you	follow	the	license	terms.	Attribution	You	must	give	appropriate	credit	,	provide	a	link	to	the	license,	and	indicate	if	changes	were
made	.	You	may	do	so	in	any	reasonable	manner,	but	not	in	any	way	that	suggests	the	licensor	endorses	you	or	your	use.	ShareAlike	If	you	remix,	transform,	or	build	upon	the	material,	you	must	distribute	your	contributions	under	the	same	license	as	the	original.	No	additional	restrictions	You	may	not	apply	legal	terms	or	technological	measures	that
legally	restrict	others	from	doing	anything	the	license	permits.	You	do	not	have	to	comply	with	the	license	for	elements	of	the	material	in	the	public	domain	or	where	your	use	is	permitted	by	an	applicable	exception	or	limitation	.	No	warranties	are	given.	The	license	may	not	give	you	all	of	the	permissions	necessary	for	your	intended	use.	For	example,
other	rights	such	as	publicity,	privacy,	or	moral	rights	may	limit	how	you	use	the	material.	Informant's	privilege	is	a	legal	term	that	refers	to	the	government's	right	to	keep	the	identity	of	a	person	who	provides	information	about	criminal	activity	confidential.	This	privilege	is	important	because	it	helps	protect	the	safety	of	informants,	who	may	be	at
risk	if	their	identities	are	revealed.	When	someone	gives	information	to	law	enforcement,	they	often	do	so	with	the	understanding	that	their	identity	will	remain	secret.	This	encourages	people	to	come	forward	with	valuable	information	that	can	help	solve	crimes	or	prevent	future	criminal	activity.In	a	courtroom	setting,	informant's	privilege	can	come
into	play	during	trials.	If	a	defense	attorney	requests	the	name	of	an	informant	who	provided	evidence	against	their	client,	the	judge	may	decide	to	uphold	the	informant's	privilege.	This	means	that	the	judge	believes	it	is	more	important	to	protect	the	informant's	identity	than	to	disclose	it	for	the	sake	of	the	trial.	The	judge's	decision	is	often	based	on
the	potential	danger	to	the	informant	if	their	identity	were	to	be	made	public.The	privilege	is	not	absolute,	meaning	there	are	situations	where	a	court	might	require	the	disclosure	of	an	informant's	identity.	For	example,	if	the	informant's	information	is	crucial	to	the	defense's	case,	a	judge	may	decide	that	the	need	for	a	fair	trial	outweighs	the	need
for	confidentiality.	However,	these	situations	are	relatively	rare,	and	courts	generally	lean	towards	protecting	the	informant's	identity.Informant's	privilege	is	also	significant	in	law	enforcement	practices.	Police	and	other	agencies	rely	on	tips	from	informants	to	gather	evidence	and	build	cases	against	suspects.	If	informants	fear	that	their	identities
will	be	revealed,	they	may	be	less	likely	to	provide	information.	This	can	hinder	investigations	and	make	it	more	difficult	for	law	enforcement	to	do	their	jobs	effectively.Overall,	informant's	privilege	serves	as	a	protective	measure	for	those	who	assist	law	enforcement.	It	helps	ensure	that	individuals	can	come	forward	with	information	without	fear	of
retaliation	or	harm.	By	maintaining	this	confidentiality,	the	legal	system	encourages	cooperation	from	the	public,	which	is	essential	for	effective	crime	prevention	and	prosecution.	Criminal	Investigation	Agreement:	"The	informant's	privilege	was	invoked	to	ensure	the	safety	of	the	individual	providing	critical	information	about	the	ongoing
investigation."Witness	Protection	Agreement:	"Under	the	terms	of	the	witness	protection	agreement,	the	informant's	privilege	guarantees	that	their	identity	will	remain	confidential."Confidential	Informant	Agreement:	"The	police	department	assured	the	informant	that	their	identity	would	be	protected	under	the	informant's	privilege	during	the
investigation."Prosecution	Agreement:	"The	prosecution	relied	on	the	informant's	privilege	to	withhold	the	identity	of	the	source	who	provided	evidence	against	the	defendant."Law	Enforcement	Cooperation	Agreement:	"As	part	of	the	law	enforcement	cooperation	agreement,	the	informant's	privilege	was	established	to	protect	the	identity	of	those
providing	tips."Subpoena	Response:	"In	response	to	the	subpoena,	the	court	upheld	the	informant's	privilege,	preventing	the	disclosure	of	the	informant's	identity."Evidence	Disclosure	Motion:	"The	defense	filed	a	motion	for	evidence	disclosure,	but	the	judge	ruled	that	the	informant's	privilege	took	precedence."Confidentiality	Clause	in	Criminal
Cases:	"The	confidentiality	clause	in	the	criminal	case	emphasized	the	importance	of	the	informant's	privilege	to	protect	the	informant's	identity."	Informant's	privilege	is	a	legal	rule	that	protects	the	identity	of	people	who	provide	information	to	law	enforcement	about	criminal	activities.	This	means	that	the	police	can	keep	the	informant's	name
secret	to	encourage	others	to	share	information	without	fear	of	retaliation.	Informant's	privilege	is	important	because	it	helps	law	enforcement	gather	crucial	information	about	crimes.	When	informants	feel	safe	and	secure,	they	are	more	likely	to	come	forward	with	tips	that	can	lead	to	arrests	and	prevent	further	criminal	activity.	Anyone	who
provides	information	to	law	enforcement	about	criminal	activities	can	potentially	qualify	for	informant's	privilege.	This	includes	regular	citizens,	witnesses,	or	even	people	involved	in	criminal	activities	who	want	to	cooperate	with	the	police.	In	court,	informant's	privilege	allows	law	enforcement	to	refuse	to	reveal	the	identity	of	an	informant.	This	can
help	protect	the	informant	from	harm	and	encourage	more	people	to	come	forward	with	information.	However,	in	some	cases,	a	judge	may	require	the	informant's	identity	to	be	disclosed	if	it	is	essential	for	a	fair	trial.	Generally,	informants	cannot	be	forced	to	reveal	their	identity	due	to	informant's	privilege.	However,	if	a	court	determines	that	the
informant's	information	is	critical	to	the	case,	they	may	order	the	informant's	identity	to	be	disclosed.	Informants	face	several	risks,	including	potential	retaliation	from	criminals	or	their	associates.	Because	of	this,	law	enforcement	often	takes	steps	to	protect	informants,	such	as	keeping	their	identities	confidential	and	providing	them	with	safety
measures.	To	become	an	informant,	a	person	typically	needs	to	provide	useful	information	to	law	enforcement	about	criminal	activities.	This	can	be	done	by	contacting	the	police	or	a	law	enforcement	agency	and	sharing	what	they	know.	It's	important	to	understand	the	risks	involved	and	to	discuss	any	concerns	with	law	enforcement.	If	an	informant's
identity	is	revealed,	they	may	face	serious	risks,	including	threats	or	harm	from	those	involved	in	criminal	activities.	This	can	discourage	future	informants	from	coming	forward,	which	can	hinder	law	enforcement	efforts	to	solve	crimes.	Informant's	privilege	is	not	absolute.	While	it	generally	protects	the	identity	of	informants,	courts	can	sometimes
require	disclosure	if	it	is	necessary	for	justice.	Each	case	is	evaluated	on	its	own	merits,	balancing	the	need	for	confidentiality	with	the	rights	of	the	accused.	A	confidential	informant	(CI)	is	an	individual	who	gives	information	about	on-going	criminal	activity	to	the	police.	Informants	usually	provide	information	in	exchange	for	reduced	charges	or
immunity,	though	CIs	can	be	individuals	facing	no	criminal	charges	themselves.Both	federal	and	state	law	enforcement	officers	use	confidential	informants.	It	is	often	a	strategic	method	of	gaining	otherwise	inaccessible	information	for	a	period	of	time,	sometimes	years.	The	CI	is	protected	by	confidentiality	among	law	enforcement	agents	and	the
courts.	This	is	known	as	the	informers	privilegethough	it	is	not	absolute.If	you	are	arrested	for	or	accused	of	a	crime,	law	enforcement	agents	or	a	prosecutor	may	approach	you	about	becoming	a	confidential	informant.	We	recommend	you	think	carefully	and	talk	with	a	Charlotte	criminal	lawyer	before	accepting	this	offer.	Being	a	CI	can	be	tough,
dangerous	work.	It	also	does	not	mean	you	will	escape	criminal	liability.To	learn	more	about	confidential	informants,	contact	Randall	Law,	Criminal	Defense	Attorneys	at	(980)	237-4579	or	through	our	online	form.	We	offer	free	consultations.Confidential	Informants	v.	Confidential	SourcesThe	Charlotte-Mecklenburg	Police	Department	differentiates
between	confidential	sources	and	confidential	informants.A	confidential	source	offers	information	regarding	criminal	activity	once	or	infrequently.	The	person	may	or	may	not	be	reliable	for	the	purposes	of	using	the	information	in	court.A	confidential	informant	provides	information	about	criminal	activity	on	an	on-going	basis,	which	can	lead	to	police
action	such	as	an	arrest,	seizure	of	property,	or	a	follow-up	investigation.	The	CIs	information	must	be	vetted	and	reliable,	and	the	CI	can	provide	information	in	exchange	for	lawful	consideration	(like	dropped	or	reduced	charges)	or	money.The	Vice	and	Narcotics	Squad	complete	confidential	CI	packets.	These	confidential	files	include	all	of	the
information	CIs	gives	to	the	police,	whether	accurate	or	inaccurate.	This	file	designates	whether	a	CI	is	active,	inactive,	or	terminated.The	CMPD	also	requires	informants	to	sign	a	code	of	conduct,	acknowledging	the	agreement	to	cooperate	with	the	police.Becoming	a	Confidential	InformantIf	someone,	whether	a	police	officer	or	prosecutor,
approaches	you	about	becoming	a	CI,	we	highly	recommend	retaining	an	attorney	immediately.	Being	an	informant	is	not	usually	a	one-time	occurrence.	It	is	a	continuous	relationship	with	a	law	enforcement	agency.	You	need	to	know	what	is	expected	of	you,for	how	long	you	will	be	expected	to	provide	information,	and	ensure	that	you	are	given
credit	for	any	information	you	provide	which	leads	to	an	arrest	of	other	individuals,	typically	referred	to	as	targets.A	lawyer	will	help	you	define	what	kind	of	information	and	details	the	police	are	looking	for.	The	police	and	prosecutors	will	need	information	that	is	credible	and	actionable.	They	want	information	they	can	use	to	gain	an	indictment,
arrest,	and	conviction	in	court.	You	need	to	find	out	how	often	the	police	are	looking	to	be	kept	apprised	of	a	criminal	situation,	as	well	as	how	you	will	be	required	to	pass	along	information.Your	attorney	also	will	review	the	police	department	or	other	law	enforcement	agencys	confidential	informant	guidelines	to	ensure	the	officer	offering	you	a	CI
position	is	acting	within	regulations.	For	example,	the	CMPD	has	its	own	confidential	informant	guidelines.Another	aspect	of	becoming	a	CI	is	learning	what	you	can	and	cannot	do.	Informing	the	police	on	criminal	activity	does	not	make	you	immune	from	future	charges.	Do	not	assume	that	if	you	become	a	CI	that	this	will	give	you	the	freedom	to
break	the	law.How	Will	Becoming	a	CI	Impact	Criminal	Charges?Before	agreeing	to	become	a	CI,	you	must	understand	exactly	how	it	will	impact	any	current	criminal	charges	or	allegations.	There	usually	is	a	trade-off.	You	agree	to	become	an	informant	in	exchange	for	a	favorable	resolution	in	your	criminal	case.A	prosecutor	may	agree	to	terms	such
as:Dismissing	some	or	all	of	the	criminal	charges	against	you;Reducing	one	or	more	charges;Not	seeking	an	active	term	of	imprisonment.Never	assume	that	all	of	the	charges	against	you	will	be	dropped	because	you	agree	to	become	a	CI.	In	fact,	the	police	and	prosecutors	may	need	you	to	be	convicted	of	a	crime	to	ensure	you	retain	your	relationship
or	reputation	with	those	involved	in	the	criminal	enterprise.Consider	Your	Safety	Before	Becoming	a	CIBecoming	a	CI	is	voluntary.	Though	you	may	feel	a	great	deal	of	pressure	to	agree	to	the	arrangement,	you	do	not	have	to.	And	before	you	agree	to	become	an	informant	to	improve	your	circumstances,	consider	how	the	arrangement	may	impact
your	and	your	loved	ones	safety.Criminal	informants	are	most	often	used	when	law	enforcement	agencies	are	attempting	to	gain	information	about	a	large,	on-going	criminal	enterprise,	such	as	a	gang,	drug	smuggling	ring,	or	human	trafficking	operation.	Informing	on	the	members	and	higher-ups	in	the	criminal	organization	may	place	you	in	danger
if	you	are	found	out.When	Can	Your	Identity	be	Revealed	in	Court?When	you	act	as	a	CI	in	North	Carolina,	you	are	protected	by	the	informers	privilege,	outlined	in	North	Carolina	Statute	15A-904.	This	privilege	keeps	your	identity	secret	throughout	the	police	investigation	and	court	case.	However,	you	do	not	get	to	invoke	this	privilegethe	prosecutor
does.	It	is	the	States	right	to	keep	your	identity	secret	as	long	as	it	can,	and	there	are	circumstances	in	which	the	law	requires	the	State	to	disclose	your	name.Your	identity	as	a	CI	can	normally	remain	a	secret	during	a	criminal	case.	However,	the	State	may	have	to	disclose	your	name	when	doing	so	is	relevant	and	helpful	to	the	defense	or	is
essential	to	obtaining	a	fair	outcome	in	the	case.It	is	the	defendants	burden	to	show	your	name	should	be	disclosed.	Factors	that	help	a	defendant	meet	their	burden	include:You	were	a	participant	in	the	crime;The	States	evidence	conflicts	with	the	defendants	evidence,	and	you	could	provide	clarification;	andYou	are	likely	a	State	witness	at	trial.To
prevent	your	name	from	being	disclosed,	the	prosecutor	may	argue	that	you	merely	provided	tips,	there	is	no	conflict	you	could	clarify,	disclosure	of	your	identity	would	be	dangerous,	or	there	is	substantial	evidence	separate	from	what	you	provided	that	establishes	guilt.The	judge	will	weigh	the	facts	and	circumstances	against	each	other	before
deciding	whether	a	CIs	identity	should	remain	confidential	or	be	disclosed	during	discovery.Call	Randall	Law,	Criminal	Defense	Attorneys	to	Discuss	Criminal	InformantsIf	you	are	approached	by	a	criminal	informant,	or	you	have	learned	a	criminal	informant	is	responsible	for	the	charges	against	you,	contact	our	Charlotte	criminal	defense	attorneys
right	away.	Our	team	at	Randall	Law,	Criminal	Defense	Attorneys	are	experienced	in	advising	defendants	on	whether	or	not	to	become	CIs.	We	look	at	the	totality	of	the	circumstances	and	advise	you	of	the	advantages	and	disadvantages	of	the	arrangement.If	you	believe	an	informants	inaccurate	or	outright	false	information	led	to	your	current
charges,	we	can	mount	an	aggressive	defense,	including	seeking	the	identity	of	the	informant.Contact	us	through	our	online	form	or	call	(980)	237-4579	to	schedule	a	free	initial	consultation.	



Are	informants	protected.	Are	confidential	informants	legal.	Confidential	informant	exposed.	Are	confidential	informants	public	record.	What	are	the	rules	for	a	confidential	informant.	What	are	confidential
informants.


