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Once	the	plague	hits,	people	at	his	prison	start	dying,	including	the	guards.	Lloyd	is	forgotten	in	his	cell	and	eventually	becomes	the	sole	survivor.	Lloyd	demonstrates	both	resilience	and	an	ability	to	forecast	problems	by	rapidly	concluding	that	his	situation	is	growing	dire	well	before	the	regular	services	to	inmates	stops;	he	is	able	to	save	himself
from	starvation	by	eating	food	he	has	saved,	along	with	whatever	rats,	roaches,	or	other	vermin	he	can	catch,	and	very	nearly	the	leg	of	a	dead	cellmate	(in	the	uncut	version,	Flagg	insinuates	that	Lloyd	did	indeed	eat	some	human	flesh,	despite	Lloyd's	attempts	to	hide	the	cuts	in	the	leg	before	the	Dark	Man	arrived).	He	is	found	by	Randall	Flagg,
who	frees	him	from	his	cell	after	Lloyd,	at	that	point	starving	and…more	[close]	Lloyd	starts	off	as	a	petty	criminal	who,	along	with	Andrew	"Poke"	Freeman,	engages	in	a	killing	spree	across	Nevada,	Arizona,	and	New	Mexico	resulting	in	six	murders,	Freeman’s	death,	and	Lloyd’s	detention	in	a	Phoenix	jail.	Once	the	plague	hits,	people	at	his	prison
start	dying,	including	the	guards.	Lloyd	is	forgotten	in	his	cell	and	eventually	becomes	the	sole	survivor.	Lloyd	demonstrates	both	resilience	and	an	ability	to	forecast	problems	by	rapidly	concluding	that	his	situation	is	growing	dire	well	before	the	regular	services	to	inmates	stops;	he	is	able	to	save	himself	from	starvation	by	eating	food	he	has	saved,
along	with	whatever	rats,	roaches,	or	other	vermin	he	can	catch,	and	very	nearly	the	leg	of	a	dead	cellmate	(in	the	uncut	version,	Flagg	insinuates	that	Lloyd	did	indeed	eat	some	human	flesh,	despite	Lloyd's	attempts	to	hide	the	cuts	in	the	leg	before	the	Dark	Man	arrived).	He	is	found	by	Randall	Flagg,	who	frees	him	from	his	cell	after	Lloyd,	at	that
point	starving	and	nearly	delirious,	agrees	to	be	Flagg’s	right-hand	man	despite	suspicions	about	the	man	being	the	devil.	At	this	time,	Flagg	also	gives	Lloyd	a	black	stone	with	a	red	flaw	as	a	symbol	of	Lloyd’s	allegiance	to	Flagg.Lloyd,	oddly	enough,	finds	himself	feeling	more	intelligent	and	able	than	he	thought	he	was,	running	several	of	the	day-to-
day	activities	in	Vegas	and	even	overseeing	operations	at	a	military	base;	he	attributes	his	newfound	abilities	to	Flagg,	though	Dayna	later	suspects	that	his	natural	ability	to	anticipate	problems	has	only	been	amplified	by	fear	of	failing	Flagg.	For	saving	his	life	and	elevating	him	to	his	second-in-command,	Lloyd	is	fiercely	loyal	to	Flagg,	and	chooses
to	remain	with	him	despite	his	growing	doubts	over	Flagg’s	control	of	the	situation,	even	when	offered	the	opportunity	to	leave	Las	Vegas	with	several	close	friends.	Lloyd	respects	the	men's	decision	and	does	not	blow	the	whistle	to	Flagg	about	the	deserters,	but	he	does	not	follow.	Lloyd	is	present	at	the	execution	of	Larry	and	Ralph,	and	is	killed	in
the	nuclear	explosion	caused	by	the	Trashcan	Man’s	atomic	warhead.	Before	that,	Randall	Flagg	makes	him	shoot	Glen	Bateman.	As	Glen	dies,	he	forgives	Lloyd	with	his	dying	breath,	saying	"It's	all	right,	Mr.	Henreid....	you	don’t	know	any	better."	Lloyd's	last	words	were:	"Oh	shit,	we're	all	fucked!"	She	receives	visions	from	God,	though	when	she
sins	through	pride,	she	loses	her	foresight	and	goes	into	exile	in	the	wilderness.	She	regains	her	ability,	and	returns	to	the	Zone	just	in	time	to	inadvertently	save	most	of	the	Free	Zone	Committee	from	Harold	Lauder's	assassination	attempt.	On	her	deathbed,	she	shares	one	final	vision:	four	men	from	the	committee	are	to	travel	to	the	west	to	make	a
stand	against	Randall	Flagg.	She	makes	no	predic…more	[close]	Abagail	Freemantle,	also	known	as	"Mother	Abagail",	leads	the	"good"	survivors	of	the	Captain	Trips	plague,	and	is	also	a	prophet	of	God.	She	is	108	years	old	and	lives	in	a	farmhouse	in	Hemingford	Home,	Nebraska.	She	is	one	of	the	0.6%	of	the	population	that	is	immune	to	the
Captain	Trips	virus,	and	initially	appears	to	some	of	the	plague	survivors	in	dreams,	drawing	them	to	her	just	as	Randall	Flagg	draws	the	evil	survivors	to	him.	She	and	her	followers	make	their	way	to	Boulder,	Colorado	where	they	establish	the	"Boulder	Free	Zone"	government.She	receives	visions	from	God,	though	when	she	sins	through	pride,	she
loses	her	foresight	and	goes	into	exile	in	the	wilderness.	She	regains	her	ability,	and	returns	to	the	Zone	just	in	time	to	inadvertently	save	most	of	the	Free	Zone	Committee	from	Harold	Lauder's	assassination	attempt.	On	her	deathbed,	she	shares	one	final	vision:	four	men	from	the	committee	are	to	travel	to	the	west	to	make	a	stand	against	Randall
Flagg.	She	makes	no	prediction	as	to	what	will	occur,	only	that	one	will	fall	before	arriving	in	Las	Vegas,	and	that	the	remainder	will	be	brought	before	Flagg.	Mother	Abagail	dies	shortly	after	revealing	this	prophecy.	edit	descriptions	of	this	character	edit	descriptions	of	this	character	The	World	Fantasy	Awards	are	annual,	international	awards	given
to	authors	and	artists	who	have	demonstrated	outstanding	achievement	in	the	field	of	fantasy.	Since	1975,	when	they	were	first	awarded,	they	have	been	handed	out	at	the	World	Fantasy	Convention.The	awards	are	considered	among	the	most	prestigious	in	the	speculative	fiction	genre,	and	can	be	awarded	to	any	work	falling	within	the	realm	of
fantasy,	although	some	media	are	restricted	to	certain	categories.World	Fantasy	Award	winners	are	chosen	by	a	panel	of	judges,	which	differs	every	year.	The	World	Fantasy	Awards	thus	differ	significantly	in	administration	from	other	notable	genre	awards,	such	as	Hugos	or	Nebulas.	The	World	Fantasy	Awards	are	also	unique	in	having	categories
for	single-author	collections	and	multi-author	anthologies—categories	which	the	Nebulas	and	Hugos	lack.	...	Índice	La	Danza	de	la	Muerte,	publicada	en	1990,	es	una	novela	que	raya	en	los	límites	entre	el	terror,	la	intriga	y	la	novela	negra.	Stephen	King,	famoso	por	sus	historias	llenas	de	horror	y	suspenso,	nos	sumerge	en	un	mundo	postapocalíptico
donde	la	humanidad	se	ve	diezmada	por	una	misteriosa	enfermedad	conocida	como	la	Supergripe.	Esta	enfermedad	mata	al	90%	de	la	población	norteamericana,	dejando	a	los	sobrevivientes	luchando	por	el	poder	en	un	mundo	desolado.	Personajes	La	novela	cuenta	con	una	amplia	gama	de	personajes,	cada	uno	con	sus	propias	motivaciones	y	deseos.
Entre	los	principales	destacan:	Madre	Abigail:	una	anciana	mujer	afroamericana	que	representa	el	bien	y	es	vista	como	una	figura	divina	por	algunos	de	los	sobrevivientes.	Randall	Flagg:	un	enigmático	hombre	que	encarna	el	mal	y	seduce	a	otros	sobrevivientes	para	unirse	a	su	causa.	Stu	Redman:	un	hombre	común	que	se	convierte	en	líder	de	un
grupo	de	sobrevivientes	y	lucha	por	mantener	la	esperanza	en	medio	del	caos.	Fran	Goldsmith:	una	joven	embarazada	que	se	une	a	Stu	en	su	viaje	por	un	nuevo	comienzo	en	un	mundo	devastado.	Resumen	La	Supergripe	se	propaga	rápidamente	por	todo	Estados	Unidos,	diezmando	a	la	población	y	sumiendo	al	país	en	el	caos.	Los	sobrevivientes	se
dividen	en	dos	grupos:	aquellos	que	siguen	a	la	Madre	Abigail,	una	especie	de	profetisa	que	representa	el	bien,	y	aquellos	que	son	seducidos	por	Randall	Flagg,	un	ser	maligno	que	busca	instaurar	su	propio	reinado	de	terror.	A	medida	que	la	lucha	por	el	poder	se	intensifica,	los	personajes	se	enfrentan	a	sus	propios	miedos	y	deseos,	cuestionando	su
propia	humanidad	en	un	mundo	que	parece	haber	perdido	toda	esperanza.	Stu,	Fran	y	otros	miembros	del	grupo	de	la	Madre	Abigail	se	embarcan	en	un	viaje	hacia	Boulder,	Colorado,	donde	esperan	reconstruir	una	nueva	sociedad	basada	en	la	bondad	y	la	solidaridad.	Por	otro	lado,	aquellos	que	siguen	a	Randall	Flagg	se	reúnen	en	Las	Vegas,	donde
el	mal	y	la	corrupción	reinan	sin	control.	La	confrontación	entre	ambos	bandos	se	hace	cada	vez	más	violenta,	llevando	a	un	desenlace	apocalíptico	que	dejará	a	los	sobrevivientes	con	más	preguntas	que	respuestas.	Análisis	La	Danza	de	la	Muerte	es	mucho	más	que	una	historia	de	terror	y	supervivencia.	Stephen	King	utiliza	la	premisa	apocalíptica
para	explorar	temas	más	profundos	como	la	dualidad	del	bien	y	el	mal,	la	naturaleza	humana	y	la	lucha	por	el	poder.	A	través	de	sus	personajes	complejos	y	bien	desarrollados,	el	autor	nos	invita	a	reflexionar	sobre	nuestra	propia	moralidad	y	decisiones	en	situaciones	extremas.	La	narrativa	de	King	es	magistral,	manteniendo	al	lector	en	vilo	a	lo	largo
de	toda	la	novela.	Su	capacidad	para	crear	un	mundo	distópico	tan	realista	y	aterrador	es	única,	haciendo	que	nos	sumerjamos	por	completo	en	la	historia	y	nos	enfrentemos	a	nuestros	propios	miedos	y	ansiedades.	Además,	la	dualidad	entre	la	Madre	Abigail	y	Randall	Flagg	añade	una	capa	adicional	de	complejidad	a	la	trama,	mostrando	que	el	bien	y
el	mal	pueden	estar	presentes	en	todos	nosotros	y	que	la	elección	de	qué	camino	seguir	es	responsabilidad	de	cada	individuo.	La	tensión	entre	ambos	bandos	se	va	construyendo	de	forma	gradual	hasta	llegar	a	un	clímax	impactante	que	dejará	al	lector	sin	aliento.	En	resumen,	La	Danza	de	la	Muerte	es	una	obra	maestra	del	género,	que	no	solo
entretiene	con	su	suspense	y	terror,	sino	que	también	nos	invita	a	reflexionar	sobre	las	decisiones	que	tomamos	en	situaciones	extremas	y	el	verdadero	significado	de	la	moralidad	en	un	mundo	caótico	y	desolado.	Si	te	gustan	las	novelas	que	desafían	tus	creencias	y	te	mantienen	en	vilo	hasta	la	última	página,	La	Danza	de	la	Muerte	de	Stephen	King
es	una	lectura	imprescindible.	Sumérgete	en	este	apasionante	viaje	al	apocalipsis	y	descubre	por	ti	mismo	qué	camino	elegirías	en	un	mundo	al	borde	del	abismo.	Si	este	breve	resumen	te	ha	dejado	con	ganas	de	más,	te	invitamos	a	adentrarte	en	la	novela	completa	para	experimentar	toda	la	intensidad	y	emoción	que	Stephen	King	tiene	reservada
para	ti.	¡No	te	arrepentirás!	¿No	tienes	tiempo	para	leer?	¡No	te	preocupes!	Escucha	el	audiolibro	de	La	Danza	de	la	Muerte	y	déjate	llevar	por	la	narración	envolvente	y	escalofriante	de	esta	historia	apocalíptica	que	te	pondrá	los	vellos	de	punta.	¡No	podrás	dejar	de	escuchar!	ISBN	9788401498916	aliases	Billy	edit	descriptions	of	this	character	Un
virus	gripal,	creado	artificialmente	como	posible	arma	bacteriológica,	se	extiende	por	Estados	Unidos	y	el	mundo,	provocando	la	muerte	de	la	mayor	parte	de	la	población.	Los	supervivientes	tienen	sueños	comunes,	en	los	que	aparece	una	anciana	y	un	hombre	joven.	La	mujer	anciana	los	incita	a	viajar	a	Nebraska	para	combatir	a	Randall	Flagg,	un
abominable	personaje	que	lidera	las	fuerzas	del	mal	y	busca	la	aniquilación	definitiva	de	la	humanidad	mediante	un	temible	arsenal	nuclear.	Páginas	823	págs.	Formato	Tapa	dura	con	sobrecubierta	ISBN	9780385121682	aliases	Super	Flu,	Tube	Neck	[close]	Super	Flu,	Tube	Neck	edit	descriptions	of	this	character	The	Locus	Awards	are	presented	to
winners	of	Locus	Magazine's	annual	readers'	poll,	which	was	established	in	1971	specifically	to	provide	recommendati	The	Locus	Awards	are	presented	to	winners	of	Locus	Magazine's	annual	readers'	poll,	which	was	established	in	1971	specifically	to	provide	recommendations	and	suggestions	to	Hugo	Awards	voters.	Over	the	decades	the	Locus
Awards	have	often	drawn	more	voters	than	the	Hugos	and	Nebulas	combined.	In	recent	years	Locus	Awards	are	presented	at	an	annual	banquet,	and	unlike	any	other	award,	explicitly	honor	publishers	of	winning	works	with	certificates.	...more	Jonathan	Strange	&	Mr	Norrell	by	3.87	avg	rating	—	248,035	ratings	Locus	Award	for	Best	First	Novel
(2005)	and	Nominee	for	Best	Fantasy	Novel	(2005)	and	for	Illustrated	and	Art	Book	(2025)	The	Culture:	The	Drawings	by	really	liked	it	4.00	avg	rating	—	118	ratings	Locus	Award	for	Illustrated	and	Art	Book	(2024)	Space	Crone	by	4.30	avg	rating	—	511	ratings	Locus	Award	for	Non-Fiction	(2024)	Out	There	Screaming	by	3.78	avg	rating	—	11,118
ratings	Locus	Award	for	Anthology	and	Nominee	for	Short	Story	for	"Reckless	Eyeballing"	(2024)	Uncanny	Magazine	Issue	50,	January-February	2023	by	3.95	avg	rating	—	101	ratings	Locus	Award	for	Short	Story	for	"How	to	Raise	a	Kraken	in	Your	Bathtub"	and	Nominee	for	Novelette	for	"One	Man's	Treasure"	(2024)	White	Cat,	Black	Dog:	Stories	by
3.81	avg	rating	—	6,990	ratings	Locus	Award	for	Collection	and	Nominee	for	Novelette	for	"Prince	Hat	Underground"	(2024)	Thornhedge	by	3.95	avg	rating	—	47,693	ratings	Locus	Award	for	Novella	(2024)	The	Saint	of	Bright	Doors	by	3.68	avg	rating	—	5,643	ratings	Locus	Award	for	First	Novel	(2024)	Promises	Stronger	Than	Darkness
(Unstoppable	#3)	by	4.15	avg	rating	—	414	ratings	Locus	Award	for	Young	Adult	(2024)	A	House	with	Good	Bones	by	3.67	avg	rating	—	54,998	ratings	Locus	Award	for	Horror	(2024)	Witch	King	(The	Rising	World,	#1)	by	3.70	avg	rating	—	23,196	ratings	Locus	Award	for	Fantasy	(2024)	System	Collapse	(The	Murderbot	Diaries,	#7)	by	4.23	avg	rating
—	58,882	ratings	Locus	Award	for	Science	Fiction	(2024)	Chivalry	by	4.20	avg	rating	—	5,571	ratings	Locus	Award	for	Illustrated	and	Art	Book	(2023)	Terry	Pratchett:	A	Life	With	Footnotes:	The	Official	Biography	by	4.67	avg	rating	—	4,128	ratings	Locus	Award	for	Non-Fiction	(2023)	Boys,	Beasts	&	Men	by	4.02	avg	rating	—	898	ratings	Locus
Award	for	Collection	(2023)	Africa	Risen:	A	New	Era	of	Speculative	Fiction	by	3.77	avg	rating	—	958	ratings	Locus	Award	for	Anthology	(2023)	Uncanny	Magazine	Issue	49:	November/December	2022	by	4.15	avg	rating	—	103	ratings	Locus	Award	for	Short	Story	for	"Rabbit	Test"	(2023)	Uncanny	Magazine	Issue	47:	July/August	2022	by	3.70	avg
rating	—	82	ratings	Locus	Award	for	Novelette	for	“If	You	Find	Yourself	Speaking	to	God,	Address	God	with	the	Informal	You“	(2023)	A	Prayer	for	the	Crown-Shy	(Monk	&	Robot,	#2)	by	4.39	avg	rating	—	73,897	ratings	Locus	Award	for	Novella	(2023)	The	Mountain	in	the	Sea	by	3.90	avg	rating	—	30,451	ratings	Locus	Award	for	First	Novel	(2023)
Dreams	Bigger	Than	Heartbreak	(Unstoppable	#2)	by	4.03	avg	rating	—	699	ratings	Locus	Award	for	Young	Adult	Novel	(2023)	What	Moves	the	Dead	(Sworn	Soldier,	#1)	by	3.86	avg	rating	—	112,705	ratings	Locus	Award	for	Horror	Novel	(2023)	Babel	by	4.16	avg	rating	—	374,602	ratings	Locus	Award	for	Fantasy	Novel	(2023)	The	Kaiju
Preservation	Society	by	3.98	avg	rating	—	65,552	ratings	Locus	Award	for	Science	Fiction	Novel	(2023)	Even	Greater	Mistakes:	Stories	by	3.83	avg	rating	—	855	ratings	Locus	Award	for	Best	Collection	(2022)	We're	Here:	The	Best	Queer	Speculative	Fiction	of	2020	by	4.08	avg	rating	—	112	ratings	Locus	Award	for	Best	Anthology	(2022)	Fugitive
Telemetry	(The	Murderbot	Diaries,	#6)	by	4.30	avg	rating	—	88,271	ratings	Locus	Award	for	Best	Novella	(2022)	A	Master	of	Djinn	(Dead	Djinn	Universe,	#1)	by	4.01	avg	rating	—	32,696	ratings	Locus	Award	for	Best	First	Novel	(2022)	Victories	Greater	Than	Death	(Unstoppable	#1)	by	3.49	avg	rating	—	3,381	ratings	Locus	Award	for	Best	Young
Adult	Novel	(2022)	My	Heart	Is	a	Chainsaw	(The	Indian	Lake	Trilogy,	#1)	by	3.52	avg	rating	—	47,193	ratings	Locus	Award	for	Best	Horror	Novel	(2022)	«	previous	1	2	3	4	5	6	7	8	9	…	81	82	next	»	edit	descriptions	of	this	character	[close]	Donald	Merwin	Elbert,	better	known	as	the	"Trashcan	Man",	is	a	schizophrenic	pyromaniac,	whose	favorite
phrases	include	"bumpty,	bumpty,	bump!"	and	"my	life	for	you."	He	often	found	himself	in	trouble	as	a	youth	due	to	his	fixation	with	fire.	He	was	treated	with	shock	treatments	at	an	institution	in	Terre	Haute,	Indiana,	before	being	incarcerated	for	arson	as	a	teenager.	Trash	leaves	prison	during	a	work	detail	(carrying	plague	victims’	bodies	from
prison	cells)	and	returns	home	to	(the	fictional)	Powtanville,	Indiana.	Trash	indulges	his	ambition	of	setting	cities	afire,	setting	fire	to	oil	tanks	in	Powtanville,	and	then	destroying	the	city	of	Gary,	Indiana.	He	permanently	disfigures	his	arm	in	the	Powtanville	incident	when	he	tries	to	jump	a	railing	and	breaks	his	arm	at	the	wrist,	a	break	which	he
does	not	properly	set	and	which	later	causes	his	hand	to	point	away	from	his	body	at	an	almost	90	degree	angle.	He	also	severely	burns	his	broken	arm,	as	well	as	his	upper	thigh,	when	a	piece	of	exploding	tank	hits	him,	covering	the	areas	with	burning	oil.He	abandons	his	original	plans	of	starting	fires	randomly	all	over	America	to	join	Randall	Flagg
when	the	Dark	Man	appears	in	his	dreams	and	promises	him	work,	"great	work"	(as	Flagg	puts	it)	in	the	desert.	After	treating	his	severely	burned	arm,	he	finds	a	bicycle	and	makes	his	way	west	with	all	speed.In	the	unedited	version,	Trash	briefly	hooks	up	with	a	cocky,	maniacal	street	hood	named	The	Kid,	but	when	The	Kid	threatens	not	only	to	kill
Trash	(several	times,	always	for	petty	reasons),	but	to	overthrow	the	Dark	Man,	Flagg	sends	wolves	to	save	him.	The	Kid	ends	up	holed	up	in	a	car	with	the	pack	of	wolves	surrounding	it	day	and	night.The	threat	neutralized,	Trash	moves	on	to	Las	Vegas	and	he	also	receives	a	black	stone	with	a	red	flaw.	Due	to	his	savant	talent	regarding	destructive
devices,	he	is	assigned	to	search	for	weapons	in	the	desert	and	to	assist	in	arming	the	fighter	jets	at	Indian	Springs	Air	Force	Base.	Trash	does	well	until,	when	being	teased	by	fellow	workers,	a	comment	causes	him	to	flash	back	to	his	tormented	youth	and	revert	to	his	old	destructive	ways.In	a	schizophrenic	episode,	Trash	destroys	several	trucks	and
aircraft,	kills	the	most	experienced	pilots	Las	Vegas	has,	and	flees	into	the	desert.	Overcome	with	anguish	over	his	actions,	Trash	originally	sets	out	to	kill	himself	but	later	makes	an	attempt	at	redemption	by	bringing	Flagg	the	most	powerful	weapon	he	can	find:	an	atomic	bomb,	in	the	form	of	a	warhead	detached	from	a	missile.	Trash	transports	the
nuclear	warhead	in	a	trailer	attached	to	an	ATV	across	the	desert,	coming	down	with	a	lethal	case	of	radiation	sickness	in	the	process;	the	sickness	has	reached	its	terminal	stage	when	Trash	arrives	in	town.	Trash	ultimately	brings	about	Flagg’s	(apparent)	destruction	as	the	Hand	of	God	descends	and	activates	the	warhead,	destroying	Las	Vegas	and
everyone	in	it.	edit	descriptions	of	this	character	The	Gandalf	Award	was	awarded	annually	by	the	World	Science	Fiction	Society.	It	was	named	after	Gandalf	the	wizard	and	sponsored	by	Lin	Carter	and	the	The	Gandalf	Award	was	awarded	annually	by	the	World	Science	Fiction	Society.	It	was	named	after	Gandalf	the	wizard	and	sponsored	by	Lin
Carter	and	the	Swordsmen	and	Sorcerers'	Guild	of	America	(SAGA),	a	group	of	prominent	fantasy	authors.	Recipients	were	selected	by	the	vote	of	the	members	of	the	World	Science	Fiction	Convention.	Originally	two	awards:	Grand	Master	and	Best	Novel,	the	Best	Novel	overlapped	with	the	Hugo	Award	for	Best	Novel	(which	has	often	gone	to
fantasy	books),	and	hence	was	retired	after	1979.	...more	Saint	Camber	(The	Legends	of	Camber	of	Culdi,	#2)	by	4.03	avg	rating	—	4,772	ratings	Gandalf	Award	Nominee	(1979)	The	Courts	of	Chaos	(The	Chronicles	of	Amber,	#5)	by	4.18	avg	rating	—	23,879	ratings	Gandalf	Award	Nominee	(1979)	The	Stand	by	4.35	avg	rating	—	807,527	ratings
Gandalf	Award	Nominee	(1979)	The	Shining	(The	Shining,	#1)	by	4.28	avg	rating	—	1,634,145	ratings	Gandalf	Award	Nominee	(1978)	A	Spell	for	Chameleon	(Xanth,	#1)	by	3.92	avg	rating	—	47,245	ratings	Gandalf	Award	Nominee	(1978)	Lord	Foul's	Bane	(The	Chronicles	of	Thomas	Covenant	the	Unbeliever,	#1)	by	3.72	avg	rating	—	49,242	ratings
Gandalf	Award	Nominee	(1978)	Our	Lady	of	Darkness	by	3.60	avg	rating	—	2,353	ratings	Gandalf	Award	Nominee	(1978)	Jump	to	ratings	and	reviewsEsta	narración	cuenta	cómo	un	virus	gripal,	creado	artificialmente	como	posible	arma	bacteriológica,	se	extiende	por	Estados	Unidos	y	provoca	la	muerte	de	millones	de	personas.	Los	supervivientes
tienen	sueños	comunes,	en	los	que	aparecen	una	anciana	y	un	hombre	joven.	La	mujer	anciana	los	incita	a	viajar	a	Nebraska	para	combatir	a	Randall	Flagg,	un	abominable	personaje	que	lidera	las	fuerzas	del	mal	y	busca	su	aniquilación	definitiva	mediante	un	temible	arsenal	nuclear.	45344	people	are	currently	reading515954	people	want	to
readStephen	Edwin	King	was	born	the	second	son	of	Donald	and	Nellie	Ruth	Pillsbury	King.	After	his	father	left	them	when	Stephen	was	two,	he	and	his	older	brother,	David,	were	raised	by	his	mother.	Parts	of	his	childhood	were	spent	in	Fort	Wayne,	Indiana,	where	his	father's	family	was	at	the	time,	and	in	Stratford,	Connecticut.	When	Stephen	was
eleven,	his	mother	brought	her	children	back	to	Durham,	Maine,	for	good.	Her	parents,	Guy	and	Nellie	Pillsbury,	had	become	incapacitated	with	old	age,	and	Ruth	King	was	persuaded	by	her	sisters	to	take	over	the	physical	care	of	them.	Other	family	members	provided	a	small	house	in	Durham	and	financial	support.	After	Stephen's	grandparents
passed	away,	Mrs.	King	found	work	in	the	kitchens	of	Pineland,	a	nearby	residential	facility	for	the	mentally	challenged.Stephen	attended	the	grammar	school	in	Durham	and	Lisbon	Falls	High	School,	graduating	in	1966.	From	his	sophomore	year	at	the	University	of	Maine	at	Orono,	he	wrote	a	weekly	column	for	the	school	newspaper,	THE	MAINE
CAMPUS.	He	was	also	active	in	student	politics,	serving	as	a	member	of	the	Student	Senate.	He	came	to	support	the	anti-war	movement	on	the	Orono	campus,	arriving	at	his	stance	from	a	conservative	view	that	the	war	in	Vietnam	was	unconstitutional.	He	graduated	in	1970,	with	a	B.A.	in	English	and	qualified	to	teach	on	the	high	school	level.	A
draft	board	examination	immediately	post-graduation	found	him	4-F	on	grounds	of	high	blood	pressure,	limited	vision,	flat	feet,	and	punctured	eardrums.He	met	Tabitha	Spruce	in	the	stacks	of	the	Fogler	Library	at	the	University,	where	they	both	worked	as	students;	they	married	in	January	of	1971.	As	Stephen	was	unable	to	find	placement	as	a
teacher	immediately,	the	Kings	lived	on	his	earnings	as	a	laborer	at	an	industrial	laundry,	and	her	student	loan	and	savings,	with	an	occasional	boost	from	a	short	story	sale	to	men's	magazines.Stephen	made	his	first	professional	short	story	sale	("The	Glass	Floor")	to	Startling	Mystery	Stories	in	1967.	Throughout	the	early	years	of	his	marriage,	he
continued	to	sell	stories	to	men's	magazines.	Many	were	gathered	into	the	Night	Shift	collection	or	appeared	in	other	anthologies.In	the	fall	of	1971,	Stephen	began	teaching	English	at	Hampden	Academy,	the	public	high	school	in	Hampden,	Maine.	Writing	in	the	evenings	and	on	the	weekends,	he	continued	to	produce	short	stories	and	to	work	on
novels.Displaying	1	-	30	of	32,756	reviewsOctober	17,	2020As	soon	as	Chinese	New	Year	got	cancelled,	I	knew	coronavirus	was	serious.	Then	the	virus	spread	just	like	viruses	do	in	every	horror	novel.	So	much	so,	in	fact,	that	my	immediate	first	thought	was	not	to	stock	up	on	bottled	water	and	toilet	paper,	but	that	it's	finally	time	to	read	The	Stand.
Naturally	I'm	a	Stephen	King	superfan,	so	it's	strange	I	hadn't	yet	read	what	is	commonly	considered	his	magnum	opus.	In	the	back	of	my	mind	I	knew	there	would	be	a	right	time	to	read	it.	I	thought	it	might	be	after	King's	death	(rue	the	day)	or	after	reading	everything	else	by	him.	As	a	way	to	fully	compare	it	to	the	rest	of	his	oeuvre.	Clearly,
however,	a	once-in-a-100-years	pandemic	was	the	sign	I	was	looking	for.	This	is	it,	folks.	It's	time.As	it	turned	out...maybe	not	the	best	idea.	After	seven	months	of	living	through	this,	there's	a	level	of	new	normalcy.	But	in	those	early	days,	during	constant	uncertainty,	seeing	nearly	4,000	Americans	die	daily,	entire	nursing	homes	wiped	out,	entire
families...it	was	scary	as	hell.	Reading	a	scary	book	during	a	scary	time	isn't	nearly	as	fun	as	it	sounds.I	kept	a	reading	journal	throughout	this	time.	Partly	because	I	wanted	to	remember	my	reactions	throughout	such	an	enormous	read,	but	also	to	monitor	my	mental	state	during	a	pandemic.	Much	of	my	journal	entries	relate	to	bad	dreams,	reactions
to	the	news,	or	just	keeping	up	with	the	death	count.	Many	times	Stephen	King's	world	was	a	close	parallel	to	the	real	world,	resulting	in	much	anxiety	and	much	admiration	for	a	writer	capable	of	prophecy.Here's	the	full,	unabridged	copy	of	my	The	Stand	review	journal:01/27/2020	-	What	better	time	to	see	what	The	Stand	is	all	about	than	during	a
global	coronavirus	pandemic?	Given	this	book's	epic	length,	I’m	going	to	do	a	review	journal	with	spoiler-free	reactions	over	the	many	months	I	suspect	it	will	take	me	to	finish.Three	chapters	in,	and	of	course	I’m	hooked.	Would	expect	nothing	less	from	King.	It	may	be	a	big	ass	book,	but	he	doesn’t	wait	around	to	get	started.	For	this	rollercoaster,
you	skip	the	line	and	sit	right	up	front.	Clickity-clank,	clickity-clank,	then	a	straight	drop.	If	the	rest	of	the	ride	is	this	intense,	and	the	coronavirus	doesn’t	kill	me	first,	I’m	going	to	be	one	frazzled	mess	by	the	end.02/11/2020	-	I've	been	reading	this	a	while,	but	only	at	10%.	My	main	thought	right	now	is	that	it's	entirely	unfair	for	Stephen	King,
probably	writing	most	of	this	while	still	in	his	20s,	to	be	this	good.	Old	characters,	female	characters,	rich,	poor--they	all	come	across	so	real	it's	startling.	How	can	one	mind	comprehend	so	much?	How	does	he	articulate	it	so	well?	He	builds	this	terrifying	world	one	person	at	a	time	and	it's	so	much	scarier	that	way.	I'm	in	awe.In	other	news,	over
1,000	deaths	have	been	attributed	to	the	coronavirus.	That's	approximately	2-3%	death	rate	for	those	infected.	Better	than	the	99%	death	rate	in	The	Stand,	so	there's	a	bright	side.	Of	course,	there	are	Internet	rumors	circulating	that	China	is	under-reporting	and	the	real	count	is	significantly	higher.02/28/2020	-	Up	to	15%.	Starting	to	question	my
logic	that	reading	this	during	a	pandemic	will	make	it	more	fun.	I	became	physically	disturbed	last	night	while	reading	in	bed.	Like,	on	the	brink	of	a	panic	attack.	It's	all	getting	too	real.	The	careful	pacing	particularly.	Stephen	King,	prophet	that	he	is,	describes	our	current	world	too	well.	One	case	spreads	to	ten,	to	fifty,	to	a	thousand.	The
government	doing	all	it	can	to	prevent	blame,	to	avoid	panic.	Of	course	that's	making	it	worse.For	historical	reference,	what's	going	on	right	now	is	that	there	are	more	coronavirus	cases	outside	of	ground	zero	China	than	in.	Last	I	heard	that	includes	56	countries,	with	rates	rising	every	day.	Other	than	China,	Iran,	Italy,	South	Korea	and	Japan	seem
to	have	it	the	worst.	The	W.H.O.	just	raised	its	risk	assessment	from	"high"	to	"very	high,"	which	is	their	most	extreme	rating	outside	of	declaring	an	outright	pandemic.	Saying	the	world	is	under	pandemic	essentially	succumbs	to	the	realization	that	the	virus	is	unstoppable	and	everyone	on	the	planet	will	eventually	be	exposed.The	death	rate	for	the
coronavirus	is	somewhere	between	2-3%.	I	calculate	that	2%	of	the	world	population	is	154	million.There's	also	been	a	case	where	someone	previously	"cured"	of	the	coronavirus	caught	it	a	second	time.At	home,	our	president	has	censored	the	CDC	from	making	any	announcements	about	the	virus	without	approval	by	the	vice	president.	When	asked
why	the	stock	market	is	tanking,	he	blamed	the	recent	Democratic	debate.Still	unclear	which	is	scarier	right	now,	Stephen	King's	novel	or	reality.03/03/2020	-	have	to	share	this	frightening	quote	from	the	book	before	I	forget:The	President	is	scheduled	to	speak	tonight	at	6:00	PST	and	his	press	secretary,	Hubert	Ross,	has	branded	reports	that	the
President	will	speak	from	a	set	mocked	up	to	look	like	the	Oval	Office	but	actually	deep	in	the	White	House	bunker	“hysterical,	vicious,	and	totally	unfounded.”	Advanced	copies	of	the	President’s	speech	indicate	that	he	will	“spank”	the	American	people	for	overreacting,	and	compare	the	current	panic	to	that	which	followed	Orson	Welles’s	“War	of	the
Worlds”	radio	broadcast	in	the	early	30s.03/13/2020	-	It's	a	misty	Friday	the	13th.	I'm	reading	The	Stand	on	my	break,	which	happens	to	be	at	home	now.	The	office	is	still	open,	but	we've	been	instructed	to	work	from	home	for	the	unforeseeable	future.	This	doesn't	come	as	a	surprise	since	nearly	all	gatherings	have	been	cancelled.	Talk	shows	are
without	an	audience,	theme	parks	are	closed,	movie	releases	are	all	delayed.	The	upcoming	presidential	debate	has	been	relocated	to	avoid	cross-country	travel.	Entire	countries	are	on	lockdown.It's	all	playing	out	eerily	similar	to	Stephen	King's	doomsday	scenario.	The	book,	so	far,	has	been	a	crystal	ball	for	what	happens	next.	Within	hours	of
reading	a	passage	where	King's	president	delivers	a	cough-filled	address	stating	that	virus	concerns	are	blown	out	of	proportion	and	a	vaccine	will	be	delivered	next	week,	Mr.	Trump	appears	in	the	oval	office	and	assures	all	Americans	will	have	access	to	testing	and	free	medical	treatment.	Surprise,	surprise,	both	presidents	lied.What's	still	to	be
determined	is	just	how	deadly	this	virus	is.	On	one	hand	you	have	22	dead	in	a	single	Seattle	nursing	home,	but	on	the	other	it's	been	suggested	that	hundreds	of	thousands	of	infected	people	are	running	around	who	don't	even	know	it	because	they	don't	have	symptoms	or	they	aren't	serious.	It	seems	like	either	way	I'm	not	personally	at	high	risk,	but
I	am	worried	about	those	who	are.These	are	certainly	interesting	times,	to	say	the	least.03/19/2020	-	Today	marks	my	first	full	week	of	not	leaving	the	house.	There's	little	incentive	to	at	this	point.	Movie	theaters,	restaurants,	and	book	stores	are	all	closed.	And	even	if	they	weren't,	the	risk	of	getting	COVID-19	isn't	worth	the	reward.	Fortunately	we
saw	this	coming	and	our	house	is	stocked	with	food,	water	and	other	essentials.	I'm	thinking	we	can	last	another	two	weeks	before	needing	to	venture	out	again.Being	honest,	I've	struggled	to	pick	up	The	Stand	as	of	late.	King	usually	delivers	a	delicious	dose	of	escapism	disaster,	but	under	the	circumstances	it's	all	hitting	too	close	to	home.	Like
reading	Cujo	while	living	with	a	rabid	dog.I	also	think	the	last	few	chapters	have	been	really	boring,	though.	I'm	at	26%,	which	probably	translates	to	page	350ish,	and	the	most	recent	characters	have	really	snoozed	the	action.	I	know	I	still	have	a	bazillion	pages	to	go	so	I'll	hold	off	before	giving	final	judgement,	but	in	this	present	state	I	wouldn't	call
it	his	best	work.	Of	course	this	wouldn't	be	the	first	time	that	a	King	book	had	a	lengthy	lull	before	launching	back	into	life-changing	thrills.We'll	see	how	I	feel	after	another	week.	Hopefully	I'll	have	better	things	to	say	about	The	Stand,	and	will	not	have	yet	descended	into	madness.03/28/2020	-	The	Stand	did	get	good	again.	I’m	at	35%.	Been	reading
faster	than	normal	because	I	have	this	conspiracy	in	my	head	that	the	coronavirus	will	finally	end	the	day	I	finish	reading	this	book.	Unfortunately,	even	at	my	current	pace,	that	might	be	several	more	months.	I’m	trying,	world,	I’m	trying!	LolAs	for	current	affairs,	today	is	sadly	noteworthy	because	over	2,000	people	have	officially	died	from	COVID-19
in	the	United	States.	Just	two	days	ago	we	hit	1,000	dead.	The	way	things	are	going,	it’s	very	realistic	for	those	numbers	to	continue	doubling	every	few	days.The	virus	itself	is	still	somewhat	mysterious.	Is	it	airborne?	Kinda	yes,	kinda	no.	How	long	can	it	stay	on	surfaces?	Several	days...ish.	Can	you	get	it	from	touching	cardboard	boxes?	Maybe?	Will
warmer	weather	do	any	good?	Don’t	count	on	it.	Who	can	you	trust?	No	one,	of	course,	because	even	the	seemingly-healthy	can	spread	it	all	around.The	president	expects	everything	to	be	fixed	in	a	few	weeks	so	churches	can	be	packed	on	Easter	Sunday.	We’d	all	get	a	good	laugh	out	of	a	comment	like	that,	except	the	situation	is	too	dire.What	else
has	been	going	on?	So	much	I	can’t	even	keep	track.	The	government	somehow	came	up	with	$2,000,000,000,000+	to	infuse	the	economy,	save	businesses	and	give	people	enough	money	to	hopefully	keep	the	lights	on.	Pretty	cool,	I	guess,	but	I	think	we’re	all	wondering	what	will	happen	next	if	this	goes	on	for	several	more	months.A	number	of
celebrities	and	politicians	have	caught	the	virus,	some	have	died	from	it.	A	grim	reminder	that	this	really	does	impact	everyone.	You	can’t	buy	your	way	out	of	this	mess.04/16/2020	-	Future	me,	whenever	you	decide	to	re-read	The	Stand	(which	I’m	sure	you	will	at	some	point)	remember	that	the	end	of	“Book	1”	gets	boring.	But	don’t	give	up,	because
the	adventure	really	starts	with	“Book	2.”	There’s	a	lot	of	direct	homage	to	The	Wizard	of	Oz,	like	there	is	in	The	Dark	Tower	series.	Slightly	cheesy,	I	suppose,	but	Oz	is	up	there	among	the	great	quest	novels	so	it’s	worthy.	And	like	Oz,	King	populates	his	journey	with	unexpected	characters	who	become	close	to	your	heart.	You’ll	fear	for	them,	and
really	hope	they	don’t	die—even	though	in	the	back	of	your	mind	you	suspect	they	will.Hopefully	you	won’t	live	to	see	another	global	pandemic,	but	if	you	do—don’t	read	The	Stand	during	it.	You	will	be	tempted,	because	it	is	perhaps	the	definitive	literary	achievement	of	pandemic	stories,	but	it	won’t	make	you	feel	better.	It	will	make	you	feel	worse.If
it’s	been	19	days	since	you	last	updated	your	review/blog,	remember	that	looking	back	at	what’s	happened	in	the	world	will	be	depressing.	For	example,	19	days	ago	only	1,000	Americans	were	documented	as	succumbing	to	the	virus.	Now	that	number	is	34,000	and	growing	rapidly.	Globally,	there’s	been	144,341	deaths.	These	numbers	include	only
those	who	were	officially	counted,	of	course.	The	world	is	unfair,	and	you	know	that	there	are	many	more	who	society	didn’t	deem	important	enough	to	be	included	in	the	statistics.One	good	thing	about	revisiting	The	Stand	will	be	recognizing	that	no	matter	how	horrible	your	current	political	situations	are,	remember	that	most	political	situations	are
horrible.	In	the	1970s,	King	imagined	a	president	who	refused	to	take	any	responsibility	for	the	handling	of	a	pandemic.	Had	King’s	president	lived	long	enough	for	the	other	branches	of	government	to	approve	stimulus	checks,	there’s	no	doubt	he	would	have	demanded	that	those	checks	bear	his	name.	Situations	change,	but	people	generally	don’t.If
you	are	absolutely	determined	to	re-read	The	Stand	during	another	pandemic,	remember	that	it’s	okay	to	take	a	break	and	read	other	books	before	coming	back	to	it.	I	recommend	gothic	romances.	They're	a	good	melodramatic	distraction	from	all	the	real	drama	swirling	around.05/06/2020	-	What’s	life	like	during	a	pandemic?	I	suppose	people	will
ask	years	from	now.	For	me,	at	least,	the	staying	at	home	part	isn’t	bad.	Where	there’s	books	and	Internet,	I’m	good.	I’m	still	employed	(from	home)	and	taking	online	classes,	so	too	busy	to	let	staying	in	every	night	be	oppressive.That	said,	I	still	find	myself	suddenly	panic-stricken.	The	smallest	thing	sends	me	a	spiraling.	Planning	a	birthday	party
and	realizing	it’s	impossible	amid	a	swirl	of	uncertainty.	Will	I	still	have	a	job	in	six	months?	Will	it	be	safe	to	travel?	Will	the	next	wave	of	virus	be	even	worse?	Will	I	be	dead	by	then—what	about	my	family?Other	things	too.	Watching	a	movie	where	people	happily	interact	can	be	an	escape,	or	a	grim	reminder	that	those	moments	were	the	before
times—times	we	may	never	see	again.Are	my	panic	attacks	unwarranted?	Probably.	Mostly.	But	how	can	I	be	sure?Even	if	we	do	eventually	return	to	normal,	what’s	the	long-term	psychological	impact?	Can	I	ever	attend	a	concert	or	visit	an	amusement	park	without	imagining	a	plague	of	death	in	the	air?The	new	developments	haven’t	been
reassuring.	It’s	not	just	flu-like	symptoms;	the	virus	causes	blood	clots	which	can	lead	to	fatal	strokes.	The	strain	that’s	out	now	is	more	severe	than	the	original	strain.	Maybe	you	get	it	once	and	you	have	antibodies,	maybe	you	can	get	it	an	unlimited	number	of	times.	The	official	death	toll	continues	to	rise	to	terrifying	numbers,	but	they’re	also	saying
the	virus	could	have	gone	global	as	early	as	December	2019.	How	many	COVID	deaths	haven't	been	counted?	Hundreds?	Thousands?By	the	way,	says	some	government	leaders,	we	believe	this	virus	was	manufactured	in	a	Chinese	lab.	Great.	What	does	that	mean?	Was	China	reckless?	Was	this	intentional	and	we	have	a	nuclear	war	to	look	forward
to?Oh,	and	murder	hornets.Ugh!Anyway,	back	to	The	Stand.	I’ll	admit	to	still	reading	slowly.	It’s	good.	Really	good.	But	I	can	only	handle	small	doses	at	a	time.	King	is	revving	up	to	create	the	ultimate	Good	vs.	Evil	battle.	Stakes	of	Biblical	proportions.	I	still	got	about	500	pages	to	read,	but	I	can	see	why	people	find	that	aspect	of	it	appealing.	I’m	not
convinced	it’s	Top	5	King	material	yet,	but	I’m	willing	to	let	the	adventure	roll	on	and	be	convinced	otherwise.06/04/2020	-	Dreams	play	an	important	role	in	The	Stand.	Survivors	of	the	super	flu	dream	both	of	holy	Mother	Abigail	and	evil	Randall	Flagg,	but	where	their	sympathies	lie	determines	their	allegiance.Since	the	beginning	of	the	pandemic
I’ve	had	my	own	reoccurring	nightmares.	All	of	them	some	variation	on	the	same	theme:	impending	doom.***Goodreads	Word	Limit	Reached,	read	the	rest	HERE	.***September	10,	2015You	know	what’s	really	scary?	Getting	sick	while	you’re	reading	the	first	part	of	The	Stand.	Just	try	running	a	fever,	going	through	a	box	of	tissues	and	guzzling	the
better	part	of	a	bottle	of	NyQuil	while	Stephen	King	describes	the	grisly	deaths	of	almost	every	one	on	Earth	from	a	superflu.	On	top	of	feeling	like	crap,	you'll	be	terrified.	Bonus!After	a	bio-engineered	virus	that	acts	like	a	revved	up	cold	escapes	from	a	U.S.	government	lab,	it	takes	only	weeks	for	almost	all	of	humanity	to	succumb	to	the	disease.	A
handful	of	survivors	are	mysteriously	immune	and	begin	having	strange	dreams,	some	of	which	are	about	a	very	old	woman	called	Mother	Abigail	asking	them	to	come	see	her.	More	disturbing	are	nightmares	about	a	mysterious	figure	named	Randall	Flagg	also	known	as	the	Dark	Man	or	the	Walkin’	Dude.As	they	make	their	way	through	an	America
almost	entirely	devoid	of	people,	the	survivors	begin	to	unite	and	realize	that	the	flu	was	just	the	beginning	of	their	problems.	While	some	are	drawn	to	the	saintly	Mother	Abigail	in	Boulder	Colorado	who	tells	them	that	they	have	been	chosen	by	God,	others	have	flocked	to	Flagg	in	Las	Vegas	who	is	determined	to	annihilate	all	those	who	refuse	to
pledge	their	allegiance	to	him.If	King	would	have	just	written	a	book	about	a	world	destroyed	by	plague	and	a	small	number	of	people	struggling	in	the	aftermath,	it	probably	would	have	been	a	compelling	story.	What	sets	this	one	apart	is	the	supernatural	element.	Flagg	is	the	embodiment	of	evil	and	chaos.	He's	a	mysterious	figure	who	has	been
giving	the	wrong	people	the	push	needed	for	them	to	make	things	worse	for	everyone,	and	he	sees	the	plague	as	his	chance	to	fulfill	his	own	destiny	as	a	wrecker	of	humanity.	And	on	the	other	side,	we	have	God.	Yep,	that	God.	The	Big	Cheese	himself.	But	this	isn’t	some	kindly	figure	in	a	white	robe	with	a	white	beard	or	George	Burns	or	Morgan
Freeman.	This	is	the	Old	Testament	God	who	demands	obedience	and	worship	while	usually	rewarding	his	most	faithful	servants	with	gruesome	deaths.	King	calls	this	a	tale	of	dark	Christianity	in	his	forward,	and	one	of	the	things	I	love	about	this	book	is	that	it	does	feel	like	a	Biblical	story,	complete	with	contradictions	and	a	moves-in-mysterious-
ways	factor.	Stories	don’t	get	much	more	epic	than	this,	and	King	does	a	great	job	of	depicting	the	meltdown	of	the	world	through	the	stories	of	a	variety	of	relateable	characters.	(Larry	Underwood	remains	among	my	favorite	King	creations.)	One	of	my	few	complaints	is	that	this	features	a	lot	of	King’s	anti-technology	themes	that	he’d	use	in	several
books	like	Cell	or	The	Dark	Tower	series.	We’re	told	repeatedly	that	the	‘old	ways’	like	trying	to	get	the	power	back	on	in	Boulder	are	a	‘death	trip’.	The	good	guys	gather	in	the	Rocky	Mountains,	but	if	they	try	to	get	the	juice	going	so	they	won’t	freeze	to	death	in	the	winter,	they’re	somehow	acting	in	defiance	of	God’s	will	and	returning	to	the	bad
habits?	Not	all	tech	is	bad	tech,	Mr.	King.	Nature	is	a	bitch	and	will	kill	your	ass	quicker	than	the	superflu.Here’s	another	thing	I’m	not	wild	about.	When	this	was	published	in	the	late	‘70s,	the	bean	counters	at	King’s	publishers	had	decided	that	the	book	as	written	would	be	too	pricey	in	hardback	and	no	one	would	pay	a	whopping	$13	for	a	Stephen
King	hardback.	So	King	cut	about	three	hundred	pages.Around	1990	after	it	had	become	apparent	that	King	could	publish	his	shopping	list	as	a	best	seller,	he	put	those	pages	back	in	and	released	the	uncut	version.	Which	I’m	fine	with.	The	original	stuff	was	cut	for	a	financial	reason,	not	an	editorial	one,	and	there’s	some	very	nice	bits	of	story	added
in.	If	King	would	have	stopped	there,	we	would	have	had	a	great	definitive	final	version	as	originally	created	by	the	author.Unfortunately,	he	seemed	to	catch	a	case	of	Lucasitis	and	decided	to	update	the	story	a	bit	and	change	its	original	time	frame	from	1980	to	1990.	I’m	not	sure	why	that	seemed	necessary	to	him.	Yes,	the	book	was	a	bit	dated	by
then,	but	it	was	of	its	time.	He	didn’t	rewrite	the	text	(Which	I’m	grateful	for.),	but	just	stuck	in	some	references	to	Madonna	and	Ronald	Reagan	and	Spuds	McKenzie.	This	led	to	a	whole	bunch	of	anachronisms.	Would	students	in	1990	call	soldiers	’war	pigs’?	Someone	in	New	York	picks	up	a	phone	book	to	look	up	the	number	to	call	an	ambulance
instead	of	dialing	911?	A	song	called	Baby,	Can	You	Dig	Your	Man	is	a	huge	hit?	None	of	it	quite	fits	together.	There's	also	a	layer	of	male	chauvinism	and	lack	of	diversity	that	you	can	overlook	in	a	book	written	in	the	late	'70s,	but	seems	out	of	place	for	a	book	set	and	updated	for	1990.The	things	that	irritate	me	are	still	far	outweighed	by	one	of	my
favorite	stories	of	an	apocalyptic	battle	between	good	and	evil.I’m	also	glad	to	get	a	long	overdue	audio	edition	of	this	book.	Great	narration	and	40+	hours	of	end	of	the	world	horror	make	for	a	damn	fine	listening	experience.2012-reread	apocalypse-now	fantasy	October	21,	2024I	loved	this	book.	I	read	the	uncut	version	years	back	when	I	lived	in	the
States,	maybe	in	2002.	I	loved	everything	about	it	except	the	ending.	I'm	a	big	fan	of	Stephen	King	and	have	23	of	his	books	on	my	shelf.	Stephen	King	can	only	write	a	good	ending	to	a	book	by	chance.	That	said,	the	first	95%	of	his	books	is	generally	so	good	that	I	can	forgive	the	ending.One	of	the	things	I	like	best	about	King's	writing	is	the	way	he
breathes	life	into	characters	and	every	day	settings.	For	a	horror	writer	this	is	crucial.	You	have	to	make	everything	utterly	believable	so	that	when	the	monster	comes	and	the	stakes	are	raised	the	reader	feels	it's	all	real	and	cares	about	what's	at	stake.	The	short	story,	The	Body,	on	which	the	film	Stand	By	Me	is	based	is	a	great	example	of	King's
genius	at	making	complicated,	flawed,	awkward,	real	characters.Anyway,	The	Stand,	is	not	typical	King	as	the	main	core	of	it	is	an	apocalypse,	and	the	super	natural	horror	element	is	rather	secondary	and	low	key	for	most	of	the	story.	The	apocalypse	is	a	believable	one,	a	flu	pandemic	with	a	mortality	rate	so	high	that	only	a	tiny	fraction	of	the
population	survives.	King	tears	the	world	down	in	terrifying	slow	motion	and	playing	on	our	fears	of	pandemics	it	is	at	once	horrifying,	touching,	and	fascinating.	King	is	great	at	slowly	pulling	everyday	reality	apart.The	cast	of	characters	who	survive	this	catastrophe	is	sizeable,	diverse,	and	interesting.	A	pyromaniac	with	an	array	of	mental	issues,	a
man	with	learning	disabilities,	a	singer	who	was	in	the	act	of	breaking	big,	others	more	ordinary	but	no	less	fascinating	under	pressure.The	literary	institutions	of	this	world	sniff	at	horror	writers	as	much	as	they	do	fantasy	writers	but	I	find	King's	prose	and	insights	into	the	human	condition	to	be	as	powerful	as	those	in	many	of	the	more	plodding
works	of	literary	fiction	I've	read.	Readers	often	don't	notice	it	because	it's	not	what	they	came	for.	But	King	is	interested	in	people	and	how	pressure	acts	on	them.“No	one	can	tell	what	goes	on	in	between	the	person	you	were	and	the	person	you	become.	No	one	can	chart	that	blue	and	lonely	section	of	hell.	There	are	no	maps	of	the	change.	You	just
come	out	the	other	side.	Or	you	don't.”	King	shows	us	the	inception	of	the	disaster,	plots	its	course	through	his	scattered	and	varied	cast,	and	slowly	brings	those	actors	together	into	two	communities	in	the	aftermath.The	two	communities	we	focus	on	centre	on	the	supernatural	aspect	of	the	book,	one	of	them	is	home	to	the	'good'	folk,	and	the	other
to	the	'bad'.	The	bad	camp	is	ruled	over	by	Randal	Flagg	who	roams	through	the	pages	of	quite	a	few	of	King's	books,	The	Dark	Tower	in	particular.The	book	concludes	with	the	fight	between	these	two	camps	and	ultimately	the	ending	was	a	touch	unsatisfying	for	me,	though	not	awful	by	any	means.	The	journey	to	that	ending	however	was	a
fascinating	thrill	ride	and	well	worth	the	price	of	entry!If	you've	not	tried	Stephen	King	before	then	this	is	a	fine	place	to	jump	in	-	be	warned	though,	it	is	perhaps	the	longest	of	his	books	with	a	page	count	to	rival	GRRM	at	his	most	long	winded.	Join	my	Patreon	Join	my	3-emails-a-year	newsletter	#prizes...March	5,	2013Dear	Stephen,I'm	sorry.	I	just
don't	like	you	in	that	way.	I	know	we've	been	friends	for	a	long	time,	but	I	just	never	developed	those	kind	of	feelings	for	you,	even	after	eleven	hundred	pages.	I	feel	like	we	only	moved	forward	in	fits	and	stops,	and	we	were	just	never	able	to	sustain	a	kind	of	even-handed	development	of	the	kind	of	chills	and	thrills	a	person	really	likes.	Shock
someone	enough	times	with	snot	running	out	of	their	nose,	and	it	just	becomes	a	little	meaningless.	And	there	are	only	so	many	ways	to	view	a	dead	body	before	one	gets	kind	of	numb	instead	of	apprehensive.	Using	the	journal	device	to	move	things	forward	seems	a	little	crude,	when	what	we	really	need	to	do	is	talk.	I	have	to	confess,	I've	felt	kind	of
uncomfortable	watching	you	struggle	with	religion	and	spirituality.	You	sparked	my	interest	when	you	posited	that	this	might	be	the	battle	between	the	age	of	reason	and	that	of	"irrationalism,"	and	the	dark	man	was	the	last	vestige	of	doomed	rationalism.	I	thought	for	a	few	minutes	we	were	headed	somewhere	really	special,	but	you	didn't	seem	very
confident,	and	the	theme	fell	apart.	I	will	say	there	were	a	few	surprises	along	the	way,	which	I	found	pleasant.	I	appreciate	you	avoiding	the	obvious	character	arcs,	especially	when	it	comes	to	redemption.	I	was	glad	to	meet	most	of	your	friends,	especially	Joe/Leo,	Stu	and	even	Kojak.	Your	military	friends	bored	me	out,	though,	especially	Starkey;	I
don't	even	get	why	you	like	spending	any	time	with	those	guys.	Such	a	bunch	of	fossils.	I	do	have	to	say,	I	was	really	impressed	with	how	you	must	have	studied	disease	modelling	and	progression--I	almost	felt	like	was	there.Sometimes	I	get	the	feeling	that	you	don't	really	see	me	as	a	person,	just	a	baby-maker.	You	even	have	an	extended	soliloquy
about	it,	as	if	I	wasn't	even	here	reading	your	words.	It	bothers	me,	because	you	took	the	time	to	develop	nuanced	male	relationships	(Larry,	Stu,	Lloyd),	but	the	women	were	about	reproducing	or	were	cannon	fodder.	Since	you	allowed	technology	to	remain,	I'm	not	going	to	buy	into	your	lowest	most-functional	society	mentality,	no	matter	how	many
sociological	theories	you	throw	at	me.	And	then	there's	the	elderly	black	woman	as	representation	of	all	that's	spiritual.	Perhaps	even	Mother	Earth?	If	I'm	rolling	my	eyes,	it's	because	it's	another	aspect	of	compartmentalizing	women	as	either	maiden,	matron	or	crone,	and	people	of	color	as	closer	to	God(s)(being	savage	and	all,	as	you	so	helpfully
illustrate	in	your	"The	Circle	Closes"	afterward).	Honestly,	it's	kind	of	juvenile,	and	a	little	disappointing	when	I	know	you	are	capable	of	so	much	more.	It's	time	for	me	to	move	on.	I'm	sure	you'll	find	someone	special	eventually,	Stephen,	because	you	are	such	a	really	great	guy.	And	so	unusual,	too.With	Three	Stars,Your	Friend	Always.Cross	posted	at
15,	2019M-O-O-N.	That	spells	“Damn,	what	a	great	book!”I	knew	King	had	it	in	him,	I	am	a	fan	of	his	brilliant	1977	haunted	house	thriller	The	Shining,	but	I	did	not	expect	this.The	best	post	apocalyptic	novel	ever?	Maybe,	that	is	a	broad	category	teaming	with	great	work	from	talented	writers,	but	King’s	The	Stand	is	an	epic,	genre	defining	work.My
friend	Michael	has	a	profile	statement,	something	to	the	effect	of	finding	our	next	5	star	rating.	I	like	that	sentiment,	and	am	excited	by	the	opportunity	that	our	next	favorite	book	is	out	there	waiting	to	be	read;	a	new	best	friend	of	an	author	to	whom	we’ve	yet	to	be	introduced.	Here’s	mine.	I’m	late	to	the	party,	just	reading	this	for	the	first	time	in
2015.	I	think	I	was	always	a	little	intimidated	by	the	length.	It’s	a	beast,	and	I	was	a	glutton	for	punishment	reading	the	1990	extended	version,	weighing	in	at	a	heavyweight	1153	pages.	But	it’s	a	runaway	train,	grabbing	the	reader	up	and	taking	him	or	her	where	Stephen	King	wants	to	take	you.Yes,	it’s	a	book	about	a	devastating	plague,	but	also	so,
so	much	more.	King	weaves	in	an	allegory	about	the	viruses	amongst	us.	There	is	also	the	spiritual	quality	of	the	book,	King	shows	how	we	are	sinners	in	the	hands	of	an	angry	God,	and	that	dreamers	will	survive	–	and	survivors	can	still	dream.I	could	not	help	making	a	comparison	with	the	Left	Behind	series,	and	associating	Flagg	to	Nicholai
Carpathia	–	though	King’s	characterization	is	far	more	complex	and	well	rounded,	and	like	Milton’s	Satan,	the	most	interesting	character	here	is	the	villain.	This	makes	me	appreciate	his	The	Gunslinger	series	and	I	want	to	search	out	Flagg	and	read	more	about	him.This	is	also	an	American	epic	and	in	its	context	an	American	eulogy.	King	shows	us
the	good	the	bad	and	the	ugly	of	what	we	are	and	what	we	can	be.	An	observant	reader	will	see	references	to	Ursula	K.	LeGuin	(word	for	world	is	woods),	to	Jim	Morison,	Edgar	Allan	Poe,	Woody	Guthrie,	and	hell	even	Rod	McKuen.I	know	Mr.	King	and	have	enjoyed	many	of	his	works	and	I	have	now	been	amazed	by	his	finest.March	25,	2024“The
Stand”	by	Stephen	King	is	a	novel	I	regret	not	reading	sooner.	I	knew	going	into	this	that	greatness	was	awaiting	since	many	readers	consider	this	one	of	King’s	best	books	ever	written	and	let	me	tell	you,	it	delivered	and	then	some.	In	case	you	didn’t	know,	I	have	officially	decided	to	start	my	journey	to	The	Dark	Tower	and	wanted	to	do	a	ton	of	pre-
reading	to	ensure	I	get	the	complete	experience	the	best	I	can.I	am	conquering	The	Dark	Tower	by	reading	all	these	books	leading	up	to	it.	In	case	you	want	to	know	what	I	think	the	best	reading	route	to	go	is,	here’s	how	I’m	reading	everything	after	weeks	of	research	and	asking	several	Constant	Readers	for	their	feedback...The	StandThe	Eyes	of	the
DragonInsomniaHearts	in	Atlantis‘Salem’s	LotThe	TalismanBlack	HouseEverything's	Eventual	(The	Little	Sisters	of	Eluria)The	Dark	Tower	I:	The	GunslingerThe	Dark	Tower	II:	The	Drawing	of	the	ThreeThe	Dark	Tower	III:	The	Waste	LandsCharlie	the	Choo-Choo	The	Dark	Tower	IV:	Wizard	and	GlassThe	Dark	Tower:	The	Wind	Through	the
KeyholeThe	Dark	Tower	V:	Wolves	of	the	CallaThe	Dark	Tower	VI:	Song	of	SusannahThe	Dark	Tower	VII:	The	Dark	TowerI	know,	I	know.	17	books.	I	have	thousands	of	hours	of	reading	ahead	of	me	but	if	“The	Stand”	is	any	indication,	this	will	easily	be	one	of	the	best	reading	experiences	of	my	life.	I’m	super	excited	to	finally	read	all	these	books
(some	I	have	already	read)	and	my	goal	is	to	be	finished	before	King’s	next	new	anthology	“You	Like	It	Darker”	comes	out	on	May	21,	2024.Before	I	jump	into	my	review,	I	found	a	ton	of	trigger	warnings	while	reading	as	many	of	these	are	very	graphic.	They	were…-	Cancer-	Suicide-	Abortion-	Domestic	abuse	(physical)-	Racism-	Pandemic-	Quarantine-
Dead	animals	(cars,	dogs,	kittens,	rabbits,	and	rats)-	Drugs-	Drinking	and	driving-	Parental	abuse	(mental	and	physical)-	Vaccination-	Rape-	Bullying-	Dead	children-	Burning	churches-	Homophobia-	Death	of	a	child-	Self-harm-	Cannibalism-	Violence	against	women-	Religion-	Politics-	Violence	against	animals	(hens	and	chickens)If	any	of	these	triggers
you,	please	do	not	read	this	novel.	“The	Stand”	is	hands	down	a	horror	masterpiece	and	at	this	point	in	my	life,	the	longest	book	I	have	ever	read.	This	tome	is	1,348	pages	deep	and	I	know	is	an	intimidating	number	to	many	but	it’s	worth	it.There	are	two	versions	of	“The	Stand”	which	is	the	original	one	that	was	released	and	truncated	in	1975	due	to
how	much	of	a	behemoth	this	novel	was	at	the	time	and	a	newly	re-released	“complete	and	uncut”	one	in	1990.	I	went	with	the	latter	since	King	re-added	over	400	pages	of	text	that	were	removed	and	revised	everything	to	unleash	the	true	vision	of	this	novel	he	wanted.	I	love	how	King	wrote	about	that	to	start	this	novel	off	to	keep	it	real	with	his
Constant	Readers.	It	is	officially	King’s	longest	stand-alone	novel	in	his	catalog	and	will	go	down	in	history	as	one	of	the	greatest	horror	novels	ever	written.King	held	nothing	back	in	“The	Stand”	as	the	intense	opening	set	the	groundwork	for	one	hell	of	a	ride.	I	loved	the	tension	and	suspense	right	off	the	bat	and	instantly	loved	all	the	unique
characters	I	met	along	the	way.Speaking	of	which,	there	are	a	ton	of	characters	in	this	novel	to	the	point	where	I	had	to	take	quick	notes	on	who	is	who	due	to	a	lengthy	list	of	people.	I	didn’t	want	to	get	confused	but	thanks	to	my	notes,	it	was	pretty	easy	to	remember	everyone	and	enjoy	everything	in	stride.	I	also	loved	all	the	references	King	had	in
here	from	my	hometown	of	Queens	here	in	New	York,	Freddy	Krueger,	The	Lord	of	the	Rings,	Shirley	Jackson,	Norman	Bates,	and	many	more.This	novel	was	divided	into	three	books	all	of	which	contained	a	bunch	of	mini-stories	in	addition	to	the	main	story.	It	was	just	a	brilliant	way	of	formatting	everything	so	you	are	still	kept	in	the	loop	of	what
was	going	on	with	the	main	characters	and	also	all	these	side	characters.	I	loved	how	you	never	knew	who	could	end	up	being	one	to	keep	an	eye	on	as	their	story	progressed.There	weren’t	any	boring	parts	as	all	the	dialogue,	situations,	and	horror	were	top-notch.	King	is	the	master	of	subtle	horror	that	hits	you	and	continues	bringing	that	terrifying
dread	of	what	was	ultimately	going	on.	Needless	to	say,	this	novel	hit	home	with	me	and	probably	many	other	readers	since	it’s	eerily	similar	to	the	whole	COVID-19	pandemic	we	dealt	with	a	few	years	ago.	Imagine	that	but	taken	to	extreme	new	heights	in	a	way	only	King	can	deliver.All	the	descriptions,	stories,	atmosphere,	and	overall	horror	are
perfection.	I	couldn’t	put	this	novel	down	as	it	took	me	over	two	weeks	to	read	and	I	even	dedicated	my	days	off	from	work	to	get	through	it	because	it’s	such	a	massive	and	addictive	novel.	It’s	great	and	I	assure	you	if	you’re	one	of	those	readers	that	think	this	book	is	too	big	or	would	take	forever	to	read,	it’s	worth	it	if	you	chip	away	each	day	and
don’t	rush	anything.	Take	your	time	reading	this	as	it’s	a	novel	you	will	never	forget	for	the	rest	of	your	life.Another	nice	touch	was	how	King	added	graphic	illustrations	to	this	novel	as	you	read	to	capture	some	pivotal	(and	creepy)	moments	to	add	to	this	epic	reading	experience.	I	love	when	authors	do	this	since	it	brings	me	back	to	my	teenage	days
of	reading	horror	paperback	books	where	every	chapter	had	a	graphic	illustration	or	they	were	sprinkled	in	between	chapters.King	did	not	hold	back	when	it	came	to	all	the	horror,	gore,	and	creepiness.	Some	of	which	I	couldn’t	believe	and	made	many	weird	faces	while	reading	as	I	started	to	put	the	pieces	together	to	the	mystery	of	this	disease.
Once	that	was	revealed,	a	whole	new	part	of	this	novel	opened	up	to	situations	I	never	read	before	in	a	horror	novel.Once	all	the	characters	were	finally	connected	and	the	race	to	the	end	was	on,	this	is	where	“The	Stand”	truly	delivered.	There’s	even	more	horror	including	a	bloodbath	of	an	action	scene	that	was	unexpected	and	pretty	intense	with
some	of	the	main	characters.	Out	of	this	impressive	roster	of	characters,	while	hard	to	choose,	I	loved	Frannie,	Stu,	Nick,	and	of	course,	Kojak	the	dog.	I	can’t	also	leave	out	the	main	antagonist	who	had	some	scenes	that	sent	chills	down	my	spine…	the	infamous	“Man	in	Black”	Randall	Flagg.This	was	the	first	time	I’ve	ever	read	a	novel	involving
Flagg	and	wow,	I	can	see	why	he	is	despised	by	so	many.	Some	of	the	situations	involving	Flagg	were	insane	and	now	that	I	got	my	introduction	to	him,	I’m	excited	to	see	what	happens	in	the	future	with	such	an	iconic	villain	in	King’s	Dark	Tower	universe.The	climactic	race	to	the	end	was	monumental	as	King	takes	the	famous	“good	vs.	bad”	angle	to
new	horrific	heights.	Don’t	worry,	I	won’t	spoil	anything	for	you	but	all	the	plot	twists	and	turns	led	to	an	awesome	drop-the-mic	ending.	It	was	so	good	that	I	went	back	to	re-read	the	last	few	chapters	again	because	they	were	outstanding.	I	never	saw	that	coming	and	am	beyond	satisfied	with	how	it	ended.	The	range	of	emotions	from	sadness,
laughter,	rage,	disbelief,	hope,	and	heartwarming	moments	were	just	some	of	what	I	experienced	while	reading	this	novel.	All	of	which	will	last	a	lifetime	with	me	as	it	was	such	a	powerhouse	of	a	novel.I	give	“The	Stand”	by	Stephen	King	a	5/5	and	would	give	it	a	10/5	if	I	could	because	this	was	by	far	one	of	the	best	novels	I’ve	ever	read	by	King	and
in	my	entire	life.	The	incredible	story,	memorable	characters,	a	villain	for	the	ages,	brutal	horror	that	only	King	can	deliver,	and	the	power	of	hope	led	to	such	a	powerful	read.	Now,	if	you’ll	excuse	me,	I	have	to	prepare	for	the	next	step	in	my	journey	to	The	Dark	Tower	as	I	plan	to	start	“The	Eyes	of	the	Dragon”	next.Cough.October	4,	2021Another
flashback	Saturday	and	I’m	holding	unabridged	author’s	cut	version	which	weighs	in	at	1141	pages.	Yes	I	know,	only	holding	a	book	that	you	started	equals	to	about	5	hours	training	exercise	is	challenging	thing	and	of	course	reading	a	book	about	highly	contagious	superflu	which	escaped	from	US	Army	biological	weapons	facility	in	the	middle	of	the
pandemic	makes	you	think	I’m	out	of	my	mind.	(	Of	course	I	am!	If	you	check	a	few	reviews	of	mine,	you	already	found	out	my	true	mental	state!)I	know	I’m	doing	the	wrong	thing	at	the	worst	time	but	I	honestly	say:	this	is	my	favorite	King	book	and	at	least	rereading	first	250	pages	(	in	my	opinion	those	are	the	best	parts	of	the	book)	made	me
remember	why	Mr.	King	earned	his	throne	at	the	literature	kingdom.	The	first	edition	of	the	book	was	published	on	1978	and	at	the	new	editions,	the	cultural	references	have	been	changed	to	connect	with	the	new	generation	readers.	(	I	also	read	most	of	the	editions)	This	is	my	routine	at	the	8	to	12	hours	international	flights:	I	cannot	sleep	during
the	flight	so	I	carry	another	edition	with	me	to	enjoy	my	vacation	accompanied	with	lots	of	Bloody	Mary.When	I	dive	into	the	chapters	and	read	about	Texan	Stu,	very	pregnant	Frannie,	chubby	Harold,	rising	star	Larry,	I	start	to	feel	at	home.	(	I	don’t	know	why	a	biblical	story	made	me	feel	like	that	but	this	layered	multi	character	driven	story	telling
always	help	me	get	lost	in	the	extremely	creative	taste	of	literature.	)This	is	a	group	of	survivors’	story	who	are	immune	to	the	virus	and	suffer	from	strange	dreams.	At	those	disturbing	Mother	Abigail	summons	them	or	a	very	dangerous	dark	figure	Randall	Flagg	wants	to	join	him	at	the	dark	side.Eventually	as	some	of	the	dreamers	join	to	Mother
Abigail	at	Boulder	Colorado	who	tells	them,	they’re	chosen	people,	the	others	go	to	Sin	City	to	join	Mr.	Flagg	for	his	big	annihilation	plan.I	think	the	biggest	challenge	is	not	reading	this	book.	The	filmmakers	who	are	brave	enough	to	adapt	this	into	series	accepted	the	biggest	challenge.	After	1994’s	series	adaptation	with	Gary	Sinise,	Molly	Ringwald,
Rob	Lowe,	the	producers	have	been	working	on	a	better	version	to	adapt	this	masterpiece	properly	into	10	episodes	streaming	series.	From	Ben	Affleck,	David	Yates	to	Scott	Cooper,	too	many	directors	wanted	to	be	on	board	but	later	dropped	out	because	of	creative	differences,	schedule	conflicts.	And	finally	Josh	Boone	became	a	director	and	started
to	work	on	dreamy	cast:	Christian	Bale	as	Stu	and	McConaughey	as	Randall	Flagg.	Yeap,	unfortunately	it	didn’t	happen	but	don’t	worry	we	still	have	satisfying	cast	:	James	Marsden	as	Stu	and	Pennyweise’s	real	life	brother	as	Randall	Flagg.I	am	curious	about	series	even	though	I	have	questions	about	the	challenges	of	adapting	something	so	good
and	struggles	to	reflect	those	layered	characters	we	read	at	the	pages	into	scripts	(	at	least	King’s	young	son	Owen	is	one	of	the	screenwriters)	but	before	finding	out,	I	guess	I’m	getting	one	more	long	ride	with	this	apocalyptic,	outstanding	novel	one	more	time!bloginstagramfacebooktwitterall-time-favorites	best-thrillerJune	28,	2023“The	place	where
you	made	your	stand	never	mattered.	Only	that	you	were	there...	and	still	on	your	feet.”	One	of	King's	greatest	works	-	a	battle	between	good	and	evil	on	a	grand	scale,	with	a	seemingly	endless	cast	of	characters.	Mankind's	final	folly	and	how	both	darkness	and	light	fight	over	what	remains.	If	you've	never	read	it,	you	need	to	do	so,	right	now!Despite
the	1,325	pages	the	story	never	stops.	I	love	the	understated	start	and	how	King	pilots	numerous	character	journeys	in	this	rapidly	changing	world.	We	also	get	a	full-on	take	of	the	Dark	Man.	Almost	every	character	has	a	real	story	of	growth	(or	descent),	it's	like	King's	great	work	to	show	that	no	matter	how	far	you	fall,	how	much	you	limit	yourself,
we	all	have	potential	to	be	more,	to	give	more.Captain	Trips	which	is	the	scourge	of	humanity	itself,	could	be	a	bestselling	novel	by	itself!	Never	more	comprehensively	and	with	such	creativity	has	mankind	been	routed!	Remember	the	names	that	will	stay	with	you	forever	-	Stuart	Redman,	Franny	Goldsmith,	Nick	Andros,	M	O	O	N	that	spells	Tom
Cullen,	Larry	Underwood,	Mother	Abagail,	Harold	Lauder,	Nadine	Cross,	Glen	Bateman	&	Kojak,	Ralph	Brentner,	Susan	Stern,	Dayna	Jurgens,	Lucy	Swann,	Judge	Farris,	Randall	Flagg	AKA	The	Dark	Man,	Lloyd	Henreid,	Trashcan,	'The	Kid'.	M	O	O	N	that	spells	9.5	out	of	12	(a	strong	Four	Star	read).2003	read;	2006	read;	2018	readconstant-reader-



balloon-spells	spec-fi-i-guessApril	21,	2020Oh	wow,	it	hasn't	even	been	a	year	since	I	finished	this	and	I'm	rereading	again?	*******************I'm	not	sure	what	I	can	say	about	this	massive	tome	that	hasn't	been	said	before,	but	I	came,	I	read,	and	I	conquered.	I	also	really	enjoyed	it	along	the	way,	which	says	a	lot	due	to	my	struggle	with	committing
to	massive	books.	:)	Does	anyone	know	if	there	will	be	a	new	book-to-screen	adaptation	of	this	one	in	the	near	future,	or	if	the	old	mini	series	is	worth	the	time?	Anyway,	I'm	satisfied	and	a	tiny	bit	relieved	to	be	finished.


