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HomeShoppingKitchen & GroceriesApril 09, 2025 Cheapism in the News It’s no secret that buying a car can be expensive, with the average transaction price hovering just below $50,000. This accounts for all vehicles purchased, including pickup trucks and EVs, which opens the door for a set of wheels to cost upwards of six figures. But not everyone
has that kind of cash simply lying around. Ye of little faith, the corresponding list shows that it’s possible to keep the total purchase amount low. Even better, the choices presented here prove that owning a cheap car doesn’t have to feel like a sacrifice. It’s worth noting that the following prices include the destination charge, so you're not shocked at
the next dealer visit. With that in mind, let’s take a look at your options. Photo by: Chevrolet Turbo 1.5-Liter Four-Cylinder 163 Horsepower Chevrolet’s mid-size Malibu sedan breaks into the top ten—with a caveat. Production ended in November 2024, with some remaining stock still available new. So the possibility of a killer deal is there if your local
dealership is eager to move inventory. If size is more important and the idea of a crossover just doesn’t appeal, beware that the remaining entries on this list only get smaller. Photo by: Honda 2.0-liter Four-Cylinder 150 Horsepower The staple Honda Civic gets a slight price bump for the 2026 model year. This gets you into an LX sedan with 16-inch
wheels, wired smartphone connectivity, and essential safety tech to guard you on the road. If you want a manual, you’ll have to step up to the Si, as it’s no longer available on the non-hot hatchback. 2.0-Liter Four-Cylinder 152 Horsepower If you want the cheapest new hatchback, the 2025 Subaru Impreza is your best bet. For that, you get LED
headlights, Subaru’s famed EyeSight safety suite, all-wheel-drive, and some eye-popping color options. Since it was redesigned for 2024, there has been no sedan option. Photo by: Mazda 2.5-Liter Four-Cylinder 191 Horsepower Speaking of sedans, the Mazda3 comes in at just $25,335 for 2025. The sportier hatchback version, meanwhile, commands
an extra $1,000. At that price, you get the most potent base engine on this list, as well as alloy wheels, auto-on headlights with high-beam assist, rain-sensing wipers, a digital instrument cluster, and an 8.8-inch center display with smartphone connectivity. Photo by: Victoria Scott / Motorl Turbocharged 1.5-Liter Four-Cylinder 158 Horsepower
Volkswagen’s compact offering gets a major refresh for 2025 that sees revised styling and an updated cabin. The Jetta S makes a solid case for base, throwing in 16-inch alloy wheels, full LED headlamps and taillamps, VW’s Digital Cockpit, a leather steering wheel, and an 8.0-inch center touchscreen with App-Connect. Plus, it’s one of the few cars on
this list with a standard turbocharged engine. Photo by: Toyota 2.0-liter Four-Cylinder 169 Horsepower The Corolla is the oldest model on this list. But it still reigns supreme as the bargain standard for mass transportation, giving you only the essentials in the base LE. This includes Toyota Safety Sense 3.0, automatic climate control, and wireless
smartphone connectivity wrapped in a package that still wears hubcaps in 2025. A hybrid powertrain is available, but it costs extra. Photo by: Hyundai 2.0-Liter Four-Cylinder 147 Horsepower Like the Corolla, the Elantra is getting long in the tooth. However, it still packs a punch in value with standard equipment such as alloy wheels, wireless Apple
CarPlay and Android Auto on an 8.0-inch display, LED projector lamps, and a plethora of active safety features. Photo by: Kia 2.0-Liter Four-Cylinder 147 Horsepower Kia’s popular compact gains a new badge to go with a complete redesign for the 2025 model year. The aptly-named K4 arrived on the scene late last year with trendy styling, an upscale
cabin that punches above its price point, and a long list of amenities to boot. Highlights include a standard 12.3-inch center touchscreen with wireless Apple CarPlay and Android Auto, LED lighting inside and out, keyless start, a multitude of USB-C ports to keep your devices charged, and a number of safety features. 2.0-Liter Four-Cylinder 149
Horsepower Surprise! The remaining two cars come from Nissan, one that is likely to see another generation and one that will be killed off soon—we’ll get to that in a sec. Gracing the number-two spot is the Sentra, which throws in Safety Shield 360 and smartphone integration to go with a fuel-sipping powertrain. A new generation is expected to
arrive soon. Photo by: Nissan 1.6-Liter Four-Cylinder 122 Horsepower For a number of years, the Nissan Versa has been the cheapest new car to buy in America. Despite a recent refresh, it will soon join the Mitsubishi Mirage and Kia Rio in cheap car heaven as the brand shifts to a lineup focused mostly on SUVs. This is your last chance for basic
transportation if you care about having four wheels and a warranty. 2025 Nissan Versa: $20,130 2025 Nissan Sentra: $22,730 2025 Kia K4: $23,165 2025 Hyundai Elantra: $23,370 2025 Toyota Corolla: $23,545 2025 Volkswagen Jetta: $23,720 2025 Mazda3: $25,335 2025 Subaru Impreza: $25,530 2026 Honda Civic: $25,745 2025 Chevrolet Malibu:
$26,995 More on Cheap Cars Got a tip for us? Email: tips@motorl.com Start your search for cheap airfare and travel deals with Cheapflights. Whether it's a romantic weekend getaway, a family vacation, a dream destination on your bucket list, or a business trip with some added leisure, we've got you covered. Our expertise is matching you with the
best providers for both domestic and international flights, ensuring you find the perfect airlines, hotels, and car rental companies for a seamless travel experience. Discover how we work to make travel planning effortless and tailored to your needs.How does Cheapflights match me with the best flight options?At Cheapflights, we specialize in
connecting you with the right travel providers. By partnering with a wide variety of airlines, we ensure you have access to an extensive selection of flight options tailored to your preferences. Our advanced search technology evaluates millions of flights to find the best matches based on your specific needs, whether you're looking for the most
affordable fares, the shortest travel time, or specific airline amenities.Can I get hotel and car rental options too?Absolutely! Cheapflights goes beyond flights to include hotels and car rentals. We collaborate with top hotel chains and car rental companies to provide a wide range of choices. Our platform allows you to seamlessly compare different
providers, ensuring you find accommodations and transportation that perfectly fit your travel style and budget.What makes Cheapflights different?What sets Cheapflights apart is our commitment to simplifying your travel planning by connecting you with the best travel providers. Our team of travel experts and enthusiasts is dedicated to helping you
navigate the multitude of options available. We use sophisticated algorithms to bring you personalized recommendations, ensuring you find the best providers for your specific needs. Our 'Compare To' feature allows you to directly compare offerings from multiple airlines, hotels, and car rental companies side by side, giving you a clear view of what
each one offers. This transparency and customization help you make informed decisions and optimize your travel experience.Whether you're searching for the right airline, planning a domestic trip, or seeking comprehensive travel solutions, start your journey with Cheapflights. We are here to help you find the perfect travel providers to make your
trip memorable and hassle-free. Key Takeaways Booking directly on an airline website often offers the best prices and makes it easier to resolve issues. However, checking OTAs can reveal additional discounts and special deals not found elsewhere. Kayak and Google Flights are excellent for comparing prices, tracking fare trends, and providing
flexible booking options. OTAs like Expedia and Priceline provide loyalty rewards and exclusive deals, but be aware of potential booking fees and restrictions on earning airline status miles. Searching for a flight can be a bit overwhelming. There are so many factors: dates, times, price, fare class, airline, and more. Even when you know exactly when
and where you want to fly, where should you look for the absolute best price? Unfortunately, no website consistently has the lowest prices. Most of the popular OTAs (Online Travel Agencies) are usually in the same ballpark for the price, but not all offer the same benefits or search functionality. We’ve combed through many popular OTAs to compare
prices and show you the benefits and drawbacks of each site. More often than not, booking directly through the airline’s website will give you the best price, or will at least be the same as the OTAs. It can also be the most simple way to book. If a problem arises, you don’t have to deal with a third party to get it resolved. Another reason to book directly
through an airline’s website is to use those frequent flyer miles — hooray for award flights! Of course, to book through the airline’s website, you first need to know which airline has the best prices. There are lots of travel search engines and OTAs that can help you find the best deals so you know which airline’s website to visit. Some OTAs even offer
perks that might make it worth booking someplace other than the airline’s site. Hot Tip: A card such as The Platinum Card® from American Express earns an impressive 5x Membership Rewards points per $1 spent on flights booked directly with airlines or with AmexTravel.com on up to $500,000 on these purchases per calendar year. Momondo is a
travel metasearch engine similar to Kayak. The home page displays a simple search box where you can plug in your travel details. One of the things we love about this site is the visual way it shows you the price trends for your flight. At first glance, you can tell if you could save some money by shifting around your travel dates a bit. It also offers a
price tracker and lots of filtering options on the left-hand side of the screen. You can quickly see how the prices for your travel dates compare to others — and can often save some money with a bit of flexibility. Image Credit: Momondo It also offers Mix & Match fares (formerly Hacker Fares), which are simply 2 one-way tickets from different airlines
packaged together to get you the best deal. However, unlike other sites, you must go to 2 separate websites to book these types of tickets. Pros: Great price tracking tools Cons: Mix & Match fares require you to make 2 separate reservations; this is usually handled “behind the scenes” on other websites Hot Tip: We cover the ins and outs of finding
cheap airfare with this website in our guide to using Momondo. Kayak is not an OTA. Rather, it’s a travel search engine — making it a great place to start your flight search. The site compares prices from many websites in a single spot, so you can easily see the cheapest options. Most of the time, you’ll click through to a different site to complete your
booking. Kayak offers the ability to combine 2 one-way tickets (usually on different airlines) in 1 itinerary, which is a great way to save money on your flight. These itineraries can be pretty good deals and something that doesn’t always appear in search results of other websites. A couple of new features were introduced in early 2024 — Kayak
PriceCheck and Ask Kayak. Kayak PriceCheck allows you to upload a screenshot of an itinerary in the Kayak app, and Kayak will compare it to prices on hundreds of other sites to ensure you're getting the best deal. Ask Kayak is an Al tool that helps you personalize your travel planning. Pros: Ability to combine 2 one-way flights on a single itinerary
Price Alerts to keep an eye on flight prices Kaya PriceCheck Ask Kayak Cons: Kayak offers the most benefit when your travel plans are very flexible; many of its most valuable tools help you search for deals, so this site might be less appealing when you have a specific flight in mind Bottom Line: For more information about Kayak’s travel search tools,
check out the complete guide to booking travel with Kayak. Daily Deals Special: Click here for up to 40% off at Expedia Expedia is another tried-and-true OTA that people have been using since the 1990s. Back then, Expedia was a go-to source for searching and booking flights. But how does it stack up now? You aren’t necessarily getting a better deal
booking through Expedia, but you aren’t paying any more than you might on the airline’s website. A nice perk of using Expedia is that it offers a rewards program called One Key. This program offers member pricing plus the ability to earn points for flights, hotels, car rentals, cruises, activities, and more. Hot Tip: The One Key loyalty program is also
used by Hotels.com and Vrbo. If you're a member of an airline’s frequent flyer program, you’ll be happy to know that you can still earn airline miles on a flight booked through Expedia. However, you often won’t be able to earn miles/points toward status or be eligible for seat upgrades. Pros: Earn and redeem points through the One Key program
Cons: Booking through Expedia may limit your mileage earned toward elite status Your ability to be eligible for upgrades can be limited when you book through Expedia Hot Tip: For more information, check out our post about how to use Expedia to find great deals on flights, hotels, vacation packages (and more). Priceline is a popular OTA that
introduced the Name Your Own Price tool and opaque bookings. These types of bookings can offer discounts, but many of the details are hidden until after the booking. The Name Your Own Price tool was discontinued for flights in 2016, so now Priceline operates like most other OTAs. One of the nice things about searching for flights on Priceline is
that it has a nice color-coded calendar, so you can easily see which days offer the lowest prices. You can see at a glance which days offer the best flight prices. Image Credit: Priceline The search results on Priceline are clear and easy to navigate. As you scroll through your search results, you can easily see the cheapest nonstop options and things like
flights with no change fees or early bird flights. Priceline search results are labeled so you can easily find what you're looking for. Image Credit: Priceline Another way to save money is by looking at Priceline’s Express Deals. These opaque bookings are ones where select details of the flight (like the departure, arrival times, or even the airline) are
hidden until the booking is complete. Pros: Express Deal flights can offer a good discount if you have some flexibility; many of the details of the flight, including airline and arrival and departure times, are hidden until the booking is complete Color-coded calendar and easy-to-read search results Price Match Guarantee Free online cancellation within
24 hours of booking (except for Express Deal flights) Cons: No rewards program Express Deal flights can be good deals, but they can sometimes be even more expensive than a standard booking Bottom Line: For more information, check out the complete guide to booking travel with Priceline. Daily Deals Special: Check out Orbitz’s Daily Deals Orbitz
is another reliable OTA that has been around since 2001. One thing that makes this site a little different is that it offers its own rewards program called Orbitz Rewards. You can earn Orbucks when you book hotels, flights, and vacation packages through Orbitz. However, you can only redeem Orbucks for hotels. When booking a flight through Orbitz,
you’ll earn 1% of your purchase price back as Orbucks (or 2% if you use the Orbitz mobile app). If you book a $500 flight, you will earn 5 Orbucks, which is worth $5 toward a hotel booking. Joining the Orbitz Rewards program is free. You can earn Orbucks on every flight you purchase through Orbitz. Image Credit: Orbitz Unfortunately, Orbitz
sometimes charges a 1% booking fee. Keep an eye out for these on your trip summary page before finalizing your purchase, and factor them into your calculations to see if you're getting a good deal or not. While earning Orbucks is great, paying a booking fee could wipe out all of the benefits. Watch out for booking fees on your flight purchase from
Orbitz. Image Credit: Orbitz Pros: Orbitz Rewards lets you earn Orbucks that can be applied to hotel bookings 24-hour cancellation policy Low Price Guarantee: if you find a lower price for your flight on another website within 24 hours, Orbitz will refund the difference Cons: Bottom Line: For more information, check out our guide to booking travel
with Orbitz. Agoda is an OTA owned by Priceline. This website doesn’t offer much more than a simple search with limited filter options when looking for flights. Agoda is worth checking out if you're looking for unique accommodations such as an apartment or private villa, but it doesn’t offer much when searching for flights. One cool thing about
Agoda is that the site is multilingual. You can select your language by clicking on the flag in the top menu bar. You can easily change the language on Agoda by clicking on the flag icon in the top menu bar. Image Credit: Agoda Pros: Simple search functionality Multilingual option Cons: Limited filtering options for flights Hot Tip: Agoda has a loyalty
program called VIP, but it only applies to hotel stays. For more information, check out our guide to booking travel through Agoda. Special: See these Hotwire Flight Deals Hotwire is a popular OTA that has been around for almost 20 years. The simple home page offers the main search box to input your departure and arrival cities as well as your
desired dates of travel. Hotwire can offer a great deal when booking a hotel along with your flight. Many times during the booking process, you’ll see pop-ups or prompts advertising great savings when booking a hotel at the same time. We tested it, and every time we priced out a Hotwire vacation package deal against purchasing a flight and hotel
separately, the package deal was cheaper. You can often save money by booking a hotel and flight together on Hotwire. Image Credit: Hotwire Bottom Line: If you need a hotel in addition to your flight, booking both together through Hotwire can save you money. Another thing to remember when using Hotwire to find great flight deals is that
sometimes a booking fee will be charged. Pros: Package deals that include a hotel stay can save money 24-hour cancellation policy Low Price Guarantee Cons: Hotwire can sometimes charge a booking fee Bottom Line: For more details about finding great deals, check out our complete guide to booking travel through Hotwire. Skyscanner is another
travel search engine that does not sell flights directly. It shows you a list of flights and links to the airline’s website or OTA to complete the purchase. This site excels for travelers with flexibility. In the search box, you can select Explore everywhere to search for the cheapest destinations on your chosen dates. If you’'ve got flexibility, you can use
Skyscanner’s “Explore Everywhere” feature to save money. Image Credit: Skyscanner Skyscanner operates like most other travel search sites if you have a set destination with specific dates. Pros: Flexible searches, including Explore everywhere and Multi-city search Easy to change language and currency Price alerts Cons: Hot Tip: For more
information, check out our in-depth piece on Skyscanner. Travelocity is yet another OTA that has been around for a while and is very similar to the other websites we’ve been looking at. On the plus side, there are some nice filtering options to help you find the best flight for your needs. On the downside, prices can change between selection and
booking. We did a dummy booking, and by the time we got to the payment section, the flight price had gone up from $157 to $338! Watch out for flight price changes when booking through Travelocity. Image Credit: Travelocity Much like other online travel agencies, Travelocity can also charge booking fees, so keep an eye out for those in the
payment section of the booking process. Travelocity may charge a booking fee on your flight. Image Credit: Travelocity Pros: Price Guarantee: If you find a lower price on an identical itinerary within 24 hours, Travelocity will refund the difference in price Free cancellation on flights within 24 hours of booking (on most airlines) Cons: Travelocity
sometimes charges a booking fee Prices can change between flight selection and payment Bottom Line: For more information, check out our guide to booking travel with Travelocity. Google Flights is not an OTA. Rather, it’s a metasearch engine similar to Kayak. Once you find a flight, Google Flights will link you to the airline’s direct website or an
OTA to complete the purchase. It is a powerful search engine built on the ITA Matrix, which was originally developed for travel agents. This site shows you price trends and how your travel dates could affect the cost of your ticket. Plus, it allows you to track the prices of a route, so you can jump on low prices when they pop up. These features make
Google Flights a great tool to help you feel confident that the price you’re getting is a good deal. Google Flight’s price graph allows you to see price trends so you can choose the best time to fly. Image Credit: Google Flights Google Flights recently rolled out a price guarantee feature on select flights departing from the U.S. If you book a flight with
the price guarantee badge and the price drops, you’ll get a refund of the difference (with a maximum of $500 per calendar year) from Google Flights via Google Pay. However, you can only receive up to 3 price guaranteed refunds at any one time. Google Flight’s new price guarantee feature will refund the difference if your flight’s price drops on
select flights. Image Credit: Google Flights Pros: The price graph shows you the pricing trends for your route and allows you to see what days might be cheaper to fly Price tracking will send you an email when your flight’s price increases or decreases Automatic price guarantee on select flights Cons: Since this search engine is so powerful with lots of
options, it could get complicated for a novice traveler Hot Tip: You can earn frequent flyer miles on flights booked through an OTA, but you might not earn miles toward elite status. CheapOair is an OTA that offers its own credit card. Before applying for the card, we recommend considering a better travel rewards credit card for more lucrative and
flexible travel rewards. This site might not be as cheap as you would think. That’s because it can charge expensive “agency fees.” For most flights, the fees can be up to $35; however, once you read the fine print, you’'ll see they can actually be as high as $200 per ticket! CheapOair can charge fees of up to $200 per ticket! Image Credit: CheapOair In
addition, CheapOair charges a fee to change or cancel any ticket, including within 24 hours, which is free on many other sites. Pros: Price Match Promise: CheapOair will refund the difference in price if you find a lower price on the same itinerary on a major OTA within 24 hours of booking Cons: CheapOair charges hefty booking fees in addition to
fees to cancel or change your flight Price Match Promise is very limited; the guarantee is only good for identical flights on Expedia, Orbitz, Priceline, and Travelocity Bottom Line: CheapOair might not be cheap after all. It advertises low base fares, but it charges booking fees, which usually result in a higher price than the airline’s website. For more
information, check out our guide to CheapOair. Hopper is an app that tries to predict the right time to buy a flight. It claims that using its app can save you up to 40% on flights. The simple interface and color-coded map show you the cheapest and most expensive times to fly to your chosen destination. Hopper offers a great visual calendar to quickly
search for the cheapest days to fly to a particular destination. Image Credit: Hopper You can also set up alerts to watch the prices for your specific dates or watch a whole month if you have flexible travel plans. Pros: Easy to use Choose to watch prices for a specific trip or choose to watch prices over a whole month Cons: No ability to search on a
desktop Few filtering options Hot Tip: There are many credit cards with travel insurance and extra protections like trip interruption and cancellation protection and baggage delay coverage. We suggest looking at Chase credit cards or Amex credit cards for great insurance coverage. We searched for a flight from Los Angeles (LAX) to New York City
(JFK) across different travel booking websites to compare pricing head-to-head. Below is the cheapest ticket each website offered. In this search, we weren’t taking anything other than price into consideration. When you are actually booking a flight, there will most likely be more factors that go into your decision of which flight to book. In this
example, Google Flights, Hopper, and Priceline tied for the cheapest flight cost with Expedia, Hotwire, Orbitz, and Travelocity coming in just $3 more expensive. CheapOair was by far the most expensive option. There is no one-stop shop to find the lowest prices on a flight every time. Most OTAs are in the same ballpark when it comes to price. If
you’'ve got some flexibility, many of these sites can help you find the lowest-priced travel dates and destinations. If you prefer a more traditional booking, start out with a travel search engine like Kayak or Google Flights to search all of the other sites. That will give you a good idea of the best website to use to save the most money on your next flight.
Are you a student? Don’t miss our guide to the best websites for cheap, discount student flights. Like this post? Pin it on Pinterest! Cheapism in the News Cheapism in the News We use cookies and data toDeliver and maintain Google servicesTrack outages and protect against spam, fraud, and abuseMeasure audience engagement and site statistics to
understand how our services are used and enhance the quality of those servicesIf you choose to “Accept all,” we will also use cookies and data toDevelop and improve new servicesDeliver and measure the effectiveness of adsShow personalized content, depending on your settingsShow personalized ads, depending on your settingsIf you choose to
“Reject all,” we will not use cookies for these additional purposes.Non-personalized content is influenced by things like the content you’re currently viewing, activity in your active Search session, and your location. Non-personalized ads are influenced by the content you’'re currently viewing and your general location. Personalized content and ads can
also include more relevant results, recommendations, and tailored ads based on past activity from this browser, like previous Google searches. We also use cookies and data to tailor the experience to be age-appropriate, if relevant.Select “More options” to see additional information, including details about managing your privacy settings. You can also
visit g.co/privacytools at any time. Save money on airfare by searching for cheap flight tickets on KAYAK. KAYAK searches for flight deals on hundreds of airline tickets sites to help you find the cheapest flights. Whether you are looking for a last minute flight or a cheap plane ticket for a later date, you can find the best deals faster at KAYAK. Website
type: OTA In terms of sheer pricing, Kiwi came out on top in our study. However, it’s important to note that it was often able to undercut competitors by offering unique itineraries that leveraged “travel hacks” including self-transfer ticketing, hidden city ticketing and throwaway ticketing. Of these three hacks, we found that Kiwi had the strongest
bent toward recommending self-transfer flights. Self-transfer itineraries combine two flights from separate airlines to offer a lower price than you’d otherwise pay by using either airline for the entire trip. While self-transfer tickets can save you money, their hassle factor can also be high. Unlike flights booked with airlines that have codeshare
agreements, the separate airlines in a self-transfer itinerary have no knowledge about your other flight. So if you checked a bag, you would need to get it from baggage claim (which usually means leaving the secure area) before you can check it with the second carrier. Also, if a delay from your first flight causes you to miss the second, you won’t have
the usual recourse that would be available to you if both flights were booked with the same airline. If that sounds too stressful, you can use the “travel hacks” filters to screen out these creative routes—and the good news is that Kiwi provides competitive fares on more traditional itineraries, too. It also offers the ability to search up to five days before
or after your target date. In addition to the normal one-way, round-trip or multicity search functions, Kiwi offers a unique Nomad option. Simply put in the travel period you plan to be away and the destinations you’d like to visit. Then Kiwi takes it from there, providing a unique itinerary that can save you the most money. As an OTA, Kiwi is able to
offer some built-in protection options that travel aggregators like Momondo and Google Flights can’t. For example, for a fee, you can lock in your price for three days. You can also pay to add the Kiwi.com Guarantee to your flight which will find an alternative itinerary or refund your money if one of your carriers makes an unexpected change. Adding
this protection plan could provide peace of mind if you book one of the unusual routes that Kiwi is known for recommending. While Kiwi does have a pricing trends table, it doesn’t offer any sort of pricing prediction. It also doesn’t have a rewards program. Pros: Shows unique “travel hacks” itineraries Multiple travel protection options available
Nomad tool takes multicity searches to the next level Cons: No rewards program Can't filter results by layover city Kiwi’s money-saving hacks can be risky and less convenient Expedia: Best for One Key Rewards Members Website type: OTA Expedia will be the best fit for One Key Rewards loyalists. If you often earn OneKeyCash through Expedia,
Hotels.com or Vrbo, you can use those rewards toward flights. Don’t expect to earn much OneKeyCash on your flight booking though. While all other eligible bookings earn 2%, flights earn a paltry 0.2%. Even though their earning potential is low, all flights do earn 1 trip element toward higher One Key status. And speaking of status, One Key Gold
and Platinum members get price drop protection for free on flights booked through the Expedia app. Like other OTAs, Expedia offers a flight protection add-on. Just know that many credit cards come with built-in travel insurance benefits, so you'll want to see what your credit card entitles you to before you pay for protection you don’t need. Expedia
also offers a nice mix of sorting options, including less common ones such as earliest and latest departure or return. However, it’s one of the few sites that doesn’t give “best” or “value” as a filter option. There’s another Expedia sorting quirk worth noting. If you're searching for a round-trip flight and want to sort your results by anything other than
the lowest price, you’ll need to select that option for both the departing and return flights. Even if you sort the departing flights by something else, like “Duration (Shortest),” Expedia will default to sorting your return flights by “Price (Lowest).” Expedia tends to stick to offering straightforward itineraries. Unlike Skiplagged, which we’ll discuss next,
you won't find it recommending hidden city ticketing. We also found that Expedia generally only showed multiple airline tickets that involved codeshare partners (i.e. no self-transfer flights). Depending on whether your top priority is to find the absolute lowest price or to minimize hassle, that could be viewed as either a weakness or a strength. Pros:
Each flight earns 1 One Key trip element Free price drop protection for One Key Gold and Platinum members Competitive prices despite excluding “hacky” itineraries Cons: Booking round-trip flights requires a few more clicks than other sites Flights earn just 0.2% in OneKeyCash Doesn’t give the option to sort by fares that offer the best value
Skiplagged: Best for Hidden City Flying Website type: OTA As indicated by its name, Skiplagged is a website that unashamedly recommends flights that involve skiplagging, also known as hidden city ticketing. With this travel hack, you book a flight that involves a layover at your actual final destination. While it might seem counterintuitive, it’s
common for these longer flights to be cheaper than direct flights to the layover city. Skiplagging means booking these longer flights to realize the savings and then walking away after the first flight rather than boarding the second plane. Due to Skiplagged’s preference for showing hidden city fares, it can provide some incredible prices that other
sites can’t match. But skiplagging can be dangerous. While self-transfer ticketing can be a hassle, it won’t necessarily bother the airlines. That’s not the case with skiplagging. Airlines really don’t like it and getting caught could lead to cancellation of your ticket, revocation of your frequent flyer miles or even a ban from flying with the airline. To its
credit, Skiplagged admits most of these risks exist, which is why it discourages against utilizing hidden city ticketing often. It also advises that you should travel with a backpack only so you don’t risk a carry-on being checked at the gate and then arriving at a different destination than you do. Thankfully, it’s easy to uncheck the “Skiplagging” filter to
remove these itineraries. Even apart from hidden city fares, the site consistently showed great prices. It also provides “Buy” or “Watch” fare recommendations based on its historical pricing data. Skiplagged falls behind other sites in terms of pre- and post-search tools, however. For example, it doesn’t support multicity searches nor does it provide the
option to search using flexible dates. Another downside is that the initial prices Skiplagged shows on the results page don’t include its service fee, which ranged from $10 to $35, in our tests. Skiplagged does offer a rewards program whereby you can earn up to $25 per flight or hotel that you book or that someone else books from a link you shared.
Pros: Shows hidden city flights which can provide huge savings Provides “Buy” or “Watch” recommendations Has a rewards and referral program Cons: Prices shown don’t include service fees No support for multicity searches Doesn’t offer as many filters as other sites Momondo: Best for Search Filters Website type: Aggregator As an aggregator
rather than an OTA, you generally won’t be able to book flights on Momondo directly. But it makes it easy to book directly with the airline while also showing if OTAs are offering the same flight at a cheaper price. You can also screen out any sites you don’t feel comfortable with or even select “Airlines only.” Momondo has the same set of filters as its
sister site, Kayak—and there are a lot of them. In fact, both sites achieved our top scores for filtering options. You can filter your results by airline, alliance, cabin, seat choice, baggage, trip duration, number of layovers and much more. Despite these two sites functioning so similarly, we chose Momondo because of the unique pricing charts and
insights it provides. At the top of the results page, you'll see a chart that shows daily pricing for several days before and after your selected date. Further, you can click on the expandable “insights” menu at the top of the page to see the cheapest month, day of the week, time of day and airline for your route. You’ll also see how far in advance you
should typically book tickets to your destination to snag the lowest fares. Since Momondo doesn’t sell flights itself, it does not have a rewards program. You also won’t be offered any travel protections from Momondo, although the airline or OTA it sends you to may have coverage options. You won’t see Momondo recommending any skiplagging fares,
but it will sometimes show self-transfer tickets from Kiwi or other OTAs. To remove these flights, you can uncheck “show flights with self-transfers” from the “Flight quality” filters. Pros: Best-in-class price history charts and graphs Bevy of filters to help you find the right flight for your needs Shows the airline’s own fares, in addition to third-party
prices Cons: No rewards program No travel insurance or price protection Ads at the top of the search results can be misleading Google Flights: Best for Price Prediction and Tracking Like Momondo, Google Flights is a travel aggregator. Those booking flights in the U.S. may have the option to “Book on Google.” But even in these cases, Google is just
passing your info along to the relevant OTA or airline. It only functions as an intermediary and doesn’t provide any of its own protections or rewards. Be aware that Google doesn’t give you the option to screen out any OTAs, but you can filter by airline. Google’s DNA as a data company shines through Google Flights. Using historical pricing data, it
tells you if prices are currently low, typical or high for your selected trip. If it predicts that prices are about as low as they’'re going to get, Google even gives you a specific date to book your tickets before they’'re likely to go up again. If prices are high and you want to keep an eye on them, Google can track them for you and will send an email if prices
change for your specific dates. While most competing websites offer price alerts too, Google Flights takes things further by also offering “Any dates” tracking for your route. For those with flexible travel plans, this could be a fantastic money-saving feature. Speaking of having flexible travel plans, Google’s “Explore” tool is one of the best tools
available today for those who want to travel somewhere, but aren’t locked into a specific destination. Simply input the city you'll be traveling from and type “Anywhere” in the “Where to” field. Google will then pull up a map view that shows fares for a variety of cities. You can drag the map to different regions or continents and zoom in or out to focus
or widen your scope. While other sites have their own “Anywhere” tools, Google is able to leverage its Google Maps data to show top things to do in the area along with loads of pictures and traveler reviews. It’s perfect for the traveler who needs a little inspiration. Google Flights is one of the few websites that includes Southwest in its search results.
It can’t show prices, but it will provide a link to the Southwest page so you can check for yourself. Self-transfer tickets are shown by default, but you can screen these out by navigating to the “Separate tickets” filter and clicking “Hide separate tickets.” Pros: Robust price prediction and tracking Anywhere search tool is delightful Shows Southwest
flights but doesn’t include prices Cons: No travel protections offered through Google No rewards program Can’t screen out third-party sites that you don’t trust
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