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Keeping	Your	Car	in	Top	Shape:	A	Maintenance	Guide	Taking	good	care	of	your	car	is	essential	to	extend	its	lifespan	and	performance.	Regular	maintenance	is	key	to	avoiding	costly	repairs	down	the	road.	As	a	car	enthusiast,	I've	learned	that	doing	it	yourself	can	be	fun	and	cost-effective.	###	The	Importance	of	Proper	Maintenance	Your	car's	life
and	performance	are	directly	tied	to	how	well	it's	maintained.	By	following	a	proper	maintenance	schedule,	you'll	minimize	surprises	and	avoid	unexpected	expenses.	It's	essential	to	know	what	needs	to	be	done	and	when	to	do	it.	###	DIY	Maintenance:	A	Good	Alternative	Many	common	maintenance	tasks	can	be	performed	by	yourself,	even	if	you're
a	novice	DIY-er	or	car	enthusiast.	There	are	plenty	of	guides,	tutorials,	and	instructional	content	available	online	for	most	models.	However,	investing	in	a	service	manual	for	your	car's	model	can	pay	for	itself	quickly.	###	Saving	Money	with	DIY	Maintenance	By	taking	care	of	simple	tasks	yourself,	you	can	save	money	on	labor	costs.	It's	also	a	great
way	to	have	fun	while	working	on	your	car.	And	if	cars	aren't	your	hobby,	don't	worry	–	you	can	still	save	money	by	DIYing	the	easy	stuff	and	then	having	everything	done	at	a	local	mechanic	when	needed.	###	Creating	a	Maintenance	Chart	The	easiest	way	to	keep	track	of	maintenance	is	to	create	a	chart.	I	like	to	use	an	old-fashioned	A4	paper	chart
that	I've	printed	out.	You	can	download	a	template	from	here,	but	be	sure	to	adjust	the	format	according	to	your	printer's	capabilities.	Keeping	a	record	of	your	mileage	and	checking	your	car's	lights	regularly	are	also	crucial.	###	Checking	Your	Car's	Lights	Regularly	checking	your	car's	lights	is	essential	for	safety	and	avoiding	fines.	Make	sure	to
get	a	helper	to	operate	the	light	controls,	or	do	it	yourself	if	needed.	If	you're	going	on	a	long	trip,	consider	having	some	spare	bulbs	with	you,	especially	for	tail	lights	and	headlights.	###	Windshield	Wiper	Maintenance	Windshield	wipers	should	be	checked	regularly,	especially	before	winter.	Make	sure	they're	in	good	condition	by	running	them
every	few	weeks	and	checking	for	any	damage.	You	can	also	test	the	nozzles	to	ensure	they're	working	properly.	Don't	forget	to	replace	them	as	soon	as	you	see	signs	of	wear	or	damage.	###	Tire	Maintenance	Tire	pressure	should	be	checked	at	least	once	a	month,	using	a	gauge	if	necessary.	Visual	checks	before	every	trip	are	also	recommended.
Keeping	your	tires	inflated	to	the	correct	amount	of	air	pressure	can	save	money	on	fuel	and	improve	rolling	resistance.	Maintaining	your	vehicle	is	essential	to	ensure	safety,	efficiency,	and	longevity.	Let's	go	through	some	crucial	things	you	need	to	check.	Firstly,	tires	tread	wear	and	depth	should	be	monitored.	There	are	a	few	ways	to	do	this:	using
the	tread	wear	bar	indicator,	a	penny	test	(inserting	a	penny	into	the	tire	groove	with	Lincoln’s	head	upside	down),	or	measuring	the	tread	depth.	Tread	depthState4/32″	or	deeperGood3/32″Replace	tires	soon	(start	budgeting)2/32″	or	lessReplace	tires	now!tire	tread	depth	guide	If	you	purchase	old	tires,	be	careful	because	they	might	have	expired
years	ago.	The	DOT	marking	on	the	sidewall	indicates	the	week	and	year	of	manufacture.	Additionally,	you	should	top	off	fluids	as	needed,	use	your	owner’s	manual	to	determine	the	correct	fluid	type	for	your	car,	and	check	for	leaks.	It's	recommended	to	replace	the	cabin	air	filter	every	6	months	if	you	drive	frequently,	and	clean	it	every	12	months	if
you	don't.	Regular	oil	changes	are	also	crucial,	typically	between	3000	to	8000	miles.	Even	if	you	use	synthetic	oil,	changing	it	every	year	is	a	good	idea.	The	oil	filter	should	be	changed	along	with	the	oil.	Rotating	your	tires	helps	balance	tread	wear	and	prevents	noise	and	vibration	problems.	Uneven	tread	wear	can	indicate	vehicle	alignment	issues
or	over/underinflated	tires.	Keep	an	eye	on	shocks	or	struts,	which	usually	last	about	40	to	50,000	miles.	Lastly,	if	you	have	a	timing	belt	instead	of	a	chain,	it's	essential	to	check	your	vehicle's	handbook	for	the	recommended	replacement	interval,	as	broken	belts	can	damage	engines.	most	cars	equipped	with	timing	chains	experience	issues	like	rough
running,	hard	starting,	or	even	a	'check	engine'	light	due	to	worn-out	spark	plugs.	Copper	spark	plugs	typically	need	replacement	every	30,000	miles,	whereas	iridium	or	titanium	ones	can	last	up	to	80,000	miles	or	more.	It's	worth	investing	in	the	latter	for	extended	lifespan.	Diesel	engines	don't	have	spark	plugs;	instead,	they	use	glow	plugs	that
usually	last	around	100,000	miles.	Be	sure	to	consult	your	owner's	manual	for	specific	mileage	recommendations	on	spark	plug/glow	plug	replacement.	don't	overlook	another	crucial	belt	-	the	serpentine	belt,	which	powers	essential	components	like	the	alternator,	power	steering	pump,	and	air	conditioner	compressor.	Inspect	it	regularly	for	cracks	or
wear;	replace	it	according	to	your	car's	manufacturer	guidelines	(usually	every	40-60,000	miles)	or	if	damaged.	coolant	levels	should	be	checked	every	2	years	or	5	years	with	long-life	coolant.	Remember	to	dispose	of	the	old	coolant	responsibly,	as	engine	coolant	can	be	toxic.	Consider	flushing	your	engine	cooling	system	a	few	times	for	optimal
performance.	brake	pads	typically	last	between	25,000	and	65,000	miles,	depending	on	driving	conditions.	Monitor	their	lining	thickness	(new	brake	pads	have	12mm);	replace	them	when	it	reaches	3-4	mm.	Be	cautious	of	grinding	or	squealing	sounds	when	braking,	as	this	may	indicate	worn-out	brake	pads.	rotors	can	last	around	70,000	to	120,000
miles	but	may	warp	due	to	excessive	heat	and	friction.	Inspect	your	rotors	for	flat	surfaces,	grooves,	scoring,	cracks,	or	a	large	lip	around	the	edge.	Regular	maintenance	is	key	to	preventing	costly	repairs.	ensure	your	brakes	are	well-maintained	by	bleeding	your	brake	system	of	its	fluid	every	20-45,000	miles	(or	according	to	manufacturer
recommendations)	and	replacing	it	with	new	brake	fluid.	like	any	other	filter,	fuel	filters	help	remove	impurities	from	fuel.	Replace	them	every	30,000	miles;	some	manufacturers	may	claim	longer	intervals,	but	it's	better	to	err	on	the	side	of	caution.	finally,	keep	an	eye	on	your	transmission	fluid	levels	(if	possible);	low	levels	can	cause	shifting
problems	and	burn	up	the	transmission.	Refer	to	your	owner's	manual	for	specific	recommendations.	Car	Maintenance	101:	A	Guide	to	Prolonging	Your	Vehicle's	Life	When	it	comes	to	maintaining	your	car,	it's	essential	to	understand	that	regular	checks	can	prevent	costly	repairs	down	the	line.	Most	batteries	will	last	about	5	years,	but	their	lifespan
is	affected	by	extreme	temperatures,	age,	and	long	periods	of	non-use.	Testing	your	battery	with	a	multimeter	can	help	determine	its	health;	with	the	car	off,	connect	the	multimeter	to	the	positive	and	negative	terminals,	aiming	for	a	voltage	of	around	12.6	volts.	If	the	voltage	drops	below	5	when	running,	it's	time	to	replace	the	battery.	Cleaning	the
battery	terminals	and	clamps	is	also	crucial,	as	corrosion	can	lead	to	electrical	issues.	The	visible	cables	should	be	inspected	regularly,	with	insulators	in	place	to	prevent	cuts	or	chips.	Hoses,	typically	made	from	rubber,	silicone,	or	plastic,	can	become	damaged	over	time;	keeping	them	clean	and	inspecting	for	cracks	can	help.	The	catalytic	converter,
muffler,	and	exhaust	system	are	vital	components	that	require	regular	inspection	for	corrosion.	City	driving,	with	its	short	trips	and	low	engine	temperatures,	can	lead	to	premature	wear	on	these	parts.	Taking	your	car	out	on	the	highway,	revving	it	up,	and	letting	it	reach	optimal	engine	temperature	can	help	prevent	issues.	Cleaning	is	maintenance,
and	this	applies	to	all	aspects	of	your	vehicle.	Ultraviolet	light,	dust,	sand,	and	salt	can	cause	microscopic	damage	to	your	paintwork;	waxing	every	six	months	can	protect	it	from	fading	and	corrosion.	Regular	cleaning	can	also	prevent	brake	dust	buildup	on	wheels,	which	can	lead	to	permanent	damage	if	neglected.	OBD2	scanners	are	no	longer	just
for	mechanics;	they're	essential	tools	for	DIYers	and	car	owners	alike.	Cheap	scanners	can	output	error	codes,	and	a	simple	Google	search	can	help	decipher	their	meaning.	A	$15	OBD2	scanner	paired	with	a	$5	app	can	be	incredibly	powerful	in	diagnosing	problems.	Regular	maintenance	is	key	to	prolonging	your	vehicle's	life.	Check	fluids	regularly,
inspect	tires	for	proper	inflation	and	tread	wear,	replace	air	filters,	change	oil	and	oil	filters,	and	follow	the	manufacturer's	recommended	schedule	outlined	in	the	owner's	manual.	By	following	these	tips,	you'll	not	only	save	money	on	repairs	but	also	develop	a	deeper	appreciation	for	your	vehicle.	Remember,	maintaining	your	car	is	an	investment	in
its	longevity	–	and	yours.	car	maintenance	from	yourself	how	to	do	regular	inspection	necessary	to	keep	car	in	good	condition	,service	every	10,000	to	15,000	kilometers	or	once	a	year	whichever	comes	first	common	car	problem	is	related	to	braking	system	and	electrical	system	like	battery	replacement	alternator	failure	maintaining	luxury	exotic	cars
brand	is	hard	due	to	parts	cost	servicing	requirement	pms	stands	for	preventive	maintenance	service	include	oil	change	filter	replacement	fluid	check	inspection	to	prevent	potential	issues	luxury	brands	like	BMW	Mercedes-benz	Audi	have	higher	maintenance	costs	due	to	complex	engineering	expensive	parts	clean	car	daily	use	mild	shampoo
microfiber	towels	hose	spray	nozzle	wash	exterior	soapy	water	rinse	dry	interior	vacuum	surfaces	clean	windows	glass	cleaner	maintain	car	good	condition	follow	manufacturer	recommended	schedule	keep	fluids	topped	up	inspect	tires	wash	wax	exterior	clean	interior	regularly	maintaining	first	car	involves	regular	inspections	following	maintenance
schedule	addressing	issues	promptly	learn	basic	maintenance	tasks	like	checking	fluids	tire	pressure	don’t	ignore	unusual	sounds	warning	lights	replace	car	every	8	to	12	years	or	when	repair	costs	outweigh	vehicle	value	engine	oil	lasts	5,000	to	10,000	kilometers	depending	type	used	driving	conditions	synthetic	oils	have	longer	lifespan	conventional
oils	service	car	after	10,000	kilometers	ensure	essential	maintenance	tasks	performed	regularly	cars	from	reliable	brands	like	Toyota	Honda	Subaru	have	longer	lifespans	properly	maintained	diesel	powered	cars	tend	to	have	longer	lifespans	gasoline	cars	luxury	brands	BMW	Mercedes-Benz	Porsche	are	hardest	maintain	due	higher	parts	servicing
costs	japanese	brands	Toyota	Honda	Mazda	known	for	reliability	ease	maintenance	compact	cars	simple	engine	designs	commonly	available	parts	easier	maintain	casa	stands	condominiums	apartments	single-family	attached	homes	used	in	real	estate	describe	different	types	of	residential	properties	pdi	stands	pre-delivery	inspection	thorough	check
performed	by	dealer	manufacturer	new	car	before	delivered	customer	change	oil	included	pms	typically	include	filter	replacements	fluid	checks	overall	inspections	prevent	potential	issues	hardest	car	part	fix	depends	person	skill	level	specific	problem	transmission	timing	belt	complex	electrical	systems	most	damaged	cars	involved	severe	accidents
neglected	maintenance	resulting	engine	failure	extensive	rust	easiest	brand	fix	widespread	availability	parts	straightforward	designs	japanese	brands	Toyota	Honda	fall	category	brand	offers	best	quality	reliability	customer	satisfaction	brands	like	Lexus	Toyota	Porsche	cheapest	brand	offer	affordable	options	good	value	money	brands	like	Kia
Hyundai	Nissan	often	cheapest	car	brand	fix	relatively	low	repair	costs	due	availability	affordable	parts	straightforward	designs	cheapest	car	brand	fix	most	unsafe	cars	have	poor	crash	test	ratings	limited	safety	features	considered	most	unsafe	days	cars	meet	stringent	safety	standards	worst	quality	brands	faced	issues	past	Fiat	Chrysler	Mitsubishi
improved	quality	recent	years	safest	car	has	advanced	safety	features	autonomous	emergency	braking	lane-keeping	assist	adaptive	cruise	control	often	found	brands	Volvo	Subaru	Mercedes-benz	tend	be	among	safest	accidents	Regular	vehicle	maintenance	is	crucial	regardless	of	whether	the	engine	is	in	use	or	not.	For	instance,	engine	oil	loses	its
lubricating	properties	and	oxidizes	even	when	stationary.	Similarly,	belts,	hoses,	and	tires	degrade	over	time.	Moreover,	bulbs	burn	out,	brakes	wear	down,	and	various	parts	experience	wear	and	tear	due	to	regular	use.	Generally	speaking,	trucks	and	SUVs	require	more	maintenance	compared	to	passenger	cars,	given	their	complex	drivetrain
components.	The	frequency	of	routine	checks	varies	based	on	the	car's	make,	model,	and	driving	habits.	As	a	general	guideline,	here's	a	breakdown	of	when	to	perform	various	checks:	Oil	and	fluids	should	be	checked	every	time	you	fill	up	with	fuel	or	as	recommended	in	your	owner's	manual.	Tires	and	wheels	should	be	inspected	monthly,	and	tires
rotated	every	6,000	to	8,000	miles.	Brakes	and	suspension	should	be	checked	every	six	months	or	12,000	miles.	Lights	should	be	inspected	regularly,	and	bulbs	replaced	as	needed.	It’s	time	for	some	routine	car	maintenance	to	keep	your	ride	running	smoothly.	Look	out	for	unusual	noises,	persistent	warning	lights,	fluid	leaks,	or	complex	electrical
issues	–	these	could	be	signs	that	it’s	time	to	take	your	car	to	the	shop.	Generic	products	can	sometimes	work	but	sticking	with	manufacturer-recommended	fluids,	filters,	and	parts	ensures	they’re	compatible,	last	longer,	and	perform	well.	If	you're	handy	with	a	wrench,	completing	some	maintenance	tasks	yourself	can	save	you	money	in	the	long	run.
It	may	require	some	extra	time	initially,	but	being	able	to	tackle	basic	repairs	means	you'll	avoid	costly	mechanic	visits	down	the	line.	Start	by	checking	fluids	like	engine	oil,	brake	fluid,	power	steering	fluid,	and	transmission	fluid	regularly	–	it’s	best	to	do	these	checks	weekly.	Changing	your	engine	oil	and	filter	is	a	simple	yet	important	task	that
should	be	done	according	to	your	vehicle's	manufacturer	guidelines.	You’ll	need	to	use	the	right	type	of	oil	to	avoid	any	quality	issues	and	get	underneath	the	car	to	inspect	other	parts	while	you	work	on	the	drain	plug.	For	power	steering	fluid,	follow	the	recommended	two-year	or	24,000-mile	interval.	Use	a	'turkey	baster'	method	to	remove	old	fluid,
then	refill	with	fresh	stuff.	Make	sure	not	to	mix	different	types	of	fluids	as	they	won't	work	well	together.	Brake	fluid	should	also	be	changed	every	few	years	depending	on	your	car's	requirements,	and	you	can	do	a	fluid	swap	instead	of	a	complete	flush	if	you're	not	ready	for	the	full	job	yet.	Use	separate	basters	for	brake	and	power	steering	fluids
and	make	sure	to	drive	your	vehicle	for	a	week	after	refilling	to	mix	the	new	fluid	with	old.	Transmission	fluid	is	another	crucial	aspect	that	often	gets	overlooked	but	needs	regular	maintenance	just	like	engine	oil.	Some	cars	have	drain	plugs,	while	others	require	you	to	remove	the	pan	–	either	way,	it's	worth	doing	once	before	installing	a	retrofit	plug
for	future	ease.	Be	sure	to	use	the	correct	type	of	transmission	fluid	as	specified	by	your	vehicle’s	manufacturer.	On	the	other	hand,	minor	scratches	and	dings	can	be	fixed	yourself	with	the	right	tools	and	some	practice.	Buff	out	paint	scratches	using	a	6-in	random	orbit	sander	with	a	buffing	pad	installed	instead	of	an	abrasive	disc	pad,	along	with
some	mild	auto	body	compound.	Small	dents	and	door	dings	are	also	easily	repairable	–	start	by	sanding	them	down	to	bare	metal,	then	feather	the	edges,	clean	the	area	with	wax	and	grease	remover,	apply	some	autobody	filler,	mix	it	with	cream	paste,	and	smooth	out	the	patched	area.	Keep	in	mind	that	you	should	never	use	miracle	additives	or
stop-leak	products	as	they	can	cause	damage	to	your	car's	systems.	There	are	several	car	repairs	that	can	be	handled	by	DIY	enthusiasts.	One	task	is	to	repair	or	replace	a	flat	tire.	This	involves	locating	the	leak,	pumping	up	the	tire,	and	spraying	it	with	a	mixture	of	water	and	dish	soap	to	find	the	spot	where	air	is	escaping.	Once	the	location	is
marked,	the	tire	can	be	repaired	using	a	plug	kit	and	tire	repair	cement.	Another	car	repair	that	can	be	done	at	home	is	re-torquing	wheels	after	installation.	This	involves	using	a	torque	wrench	to	check	the	tightness	of	the	nuts	on	the	wheel,	ensuring	that	they	meet	the	recommended	amount	of	force	for	the	specific	vehicle.	Additionally,	trailer	wiring
harnesses	are	available	for	many	vehicles	and	can	be	easily	installed	by	following	online	instructions.	A	dead	battery	is	another	car	issue	that	can	be	handled	at	home.	This	involves	testing	the	battery's	capacity	using	a	gauge,	and	if	necessary,	replacing	it	with	a	new	one.	Most	auto	parts	stores	will	recycle	the	old	battery	for	free.	Furthermore,
windshield	wiper	blades	need	to	be	replaced	periodically.	This	can	be	done	by	checking	if	the	blades	clean	properly	when	pressed	down	on	the	washer	button,	and	then	purchasing	a	new	set	and	following	the	installation	instructions.	It's	also	essential	to	replace	engine	air	filters	regularly,	as	well	as	cabin	air	filters,	which	can	help	prevent	damage	to
the	car's	blower	motor	and	cause	AC	issues.	Finally,	replacing	fender	mount	antenna	masts	is	an	easy	DIY	task	that	involves	unscrewing	the	remaining	portion	of	the	mast	and	buying	a	replacement	one.	Replacing	pillar	mount	antennas	requires	slightly	more	effort	but	is	still	a	feasible	fix.	Looking	for	ways	to	save	money	and	DIY	your	car
maintenance?	Here's	how	you	can	fix	your	car's	drains,	seats,	carpet,	trim,	windows,	locks,	hood	latch,	lights,	and	other	issues.	Firstly,	let's	tackle	those	pesky	drains.	You'll	need	a	small	rubber	or	plastic	tube	to	suck	out	debris	stuck	in	the	drains.	Then,	dribble	some	water	into	each	drain	and	check	under	your	car	to	see	if	it’s	draining	onto	your
driveway	or	garage	floor.	If	not,	grab	a	speedometer	cable	from	an	auto	parts	store	and	insert	it	into	the	drain.	Spin	the	cable	with	your	fingers	while	pushing	it	gently	down	the	drain.	Flush	it	after	snaking	it	with	the	speedometer	cable.	Moving	on	to	those	tired	seats.	You	can	fix	tears	in	leather	and	vinyl	upholstery	yourself	without	breaking	the	bank.
Grab	a	vinyl	and	leather	repair	kit	from	any	auto	parts	store,	and	get	ready	to	practice	some	color-mixing	magic!	Start	by	gluing	reinforcing	fabric	onto	the	underside	of	the	torn	vinyl	or	leather.	Next,	mix	the	heat-set	filler	to	match	your	fabric	color	and	apply	it	to	the	tear.	Find	a	textured	mat	that	resembles	the	texture	of	your	vinyl	or	leather,	place	it
onto	the	liquid	filler,	and	heat	the	patching	tool	with	a	clothes	iron.	Press	it	onto	the	textured	mat,	remove	the	tool,	but	leave	it	in	place	until	the	patch	cools.	After	a	few	years,	your	seats	might	have	lost	their	color	match.	Simply	spray	on	some	leather	cleaner,	rub	vigorously	with	a	clean	terry	cloth	towel,	let	them	dry	for	an	hour,	and	then	apply	a
leather	conditioner	to	keep	them	supple.	It's	like	giving	your	seats	a	spa	day!	Now,	about	that	carpet	–	it	can	get	pretty	dirty!	Use	a	carpet	cleaning	machine	or	rent	one	from	a	rental	center.	If	you're	feeling	fancy,	grab	some	spray-on	cleaner	and	a	scrub	brush	instead.	Don't	forget	those	trim	lines	and	recesses	–	wrap	a	cloth	around	a	worn
screwdriver,	spray	with	all-purpose	cleaner,	and	gently	move	along	the	trim	lines	to	pick	up	dirt.	The	top	edges	of	your	windows	can	get	pretty	grimy	too!	Just	use	Windex	and	a	clean	rag	for	a	few	minutes,	and	you're	good	to	go.	And	don't	forget	about	those	locks	–	add	some	graphite	powder	to	keep	them	running	smoothly.	Simply	push	the	dust
protector	flap	back	slightly	with	a	small	metal	nail	file	to	get	at	the	lock,	and	then	dispense	enough	graphite	powder.	Lastly,	if	your	hood	latch	is	being	stubborn,	try	spraying	rust	penetrant	and	lithium	grease.	Pop	the	hood,	saturate	the	latch	mechanism,	and	latch	and	unlatch	it	several	times	until	it	works	smoothly.	Then,	apply	some	white	lithium
grease	to	keep	it	running	smoothly.	To	keep	your	car	running	smoothly,	regular	maintenance	is	crucial,	even	if	you	drive	less	than	average.	A	tune-up	may	seem	like	an	unnecessary	expense,	but	neglecting	it	can	lead	to	costly	repairs	and	fuel	inefficiency.	Think	of	it	as	a	health	checkup	for	your	vehicle;	regular	attention	now	saves	you	from	bigger
headaches	and	expenses	later.	Checking	fluid	levels	takes	only	a	few	minutes	every	few	weeks.	Make	sure	the	engine	oil,	transmission	fluid,	engine	coolant,	brake	fluid,	power	steering	fluid,	and	windshield	washer	fluid	are	at	the	recommended	levels.	If	a	level	is	unexpectedly	low	since	the	last	check,	look	for	leaks.	Don't	forget	to	replace	auto	light
bulbs	as	necessary	to	avoid	getting	pulled	over	and	fined.	The	cabin	air	filter	should	be	changed	every	year	under	normal	conditions	or	every	6	months	if	you	drive	on	dirt	roads	regularly.	Check	tire	pressure	at	least	once	a	month	with	a	gauge,	but	diligent	car	owners	give	their	tires	a	quick	visual	check	before	each	trip.	Tires	lose	about	1	PSI	of	air
pressure	per	month,	so	expect	to	top	them	off.	Replace	the	engine	air	filter	every	12,000	to	15,000	miles	or	annually.	This	is	crucial	for	maintaining	your	car's	performance	and	preventing	costly	repairs.	Don't	exceed	the	recommended	oil	change	interval;	most	vehicles	can	go	3,000	to	8,000	miles	between	changes.	Synthetic	oil	can	extend	this	interval
up	to	15,000	miles.	Rotate	tires	every	6,000	to	8,000	miles	or	6	months	to	even	out	tread	wear	and	extend	tire	life.	Examine	tire	tread	depth	when	rotating;	replace	tires	when	the	tread	is	down	to	the	wear	bars	or	less	than	1/8	inch	deep.	The	timing	belt	should	be	replaced	every	60,000	to	100,000	miles,	as	a	broken	one	can	cause	catastrophic	engine
damage.	Replace	spark	plugs	according	to	your	manufacturer's	specifications,	which	may	range	from	20,000	to	100,000	miles.	The	serpentine	belt	drives	essential	accessories	and	should	be	changed	every	50,000	to	60,000	miles	or	four	to	five	years.	If	you	notice	cracks	and	frayed	edges,	replace	the	belt	immediately.	Change	engine	coolant	as
recommended	in	your	owner's	manual,	typically	every	30,000	to	60,000	miles.	Dispose	of	used	coolant	responsibly,	taking	it	to	an	auto	garage	or	municipal	toxic	waste	facility	if	necessary.	Remember	that	mileage	isn't	everything;	oil	deteriorates	over	time,	and	rubber	components	can	become	brittle.	Follow	a	time-based	maintenance	schedule	in
addition	to	one	based	on	mileage.	Your	driving	habits	and	conditions	also	impact	maintenance	needs.	Keep	track	of	your	schedule	using	the	maintenance	book	in	your	glove	box	or	by	setting	calendar	reminders	and	using	an	online	app.	The	manual	provides	a	blueprint	for	planning	ahead.
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