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Sports	are	a	part	of	everyday	life,	and	many	people	absolutely	love	them.	You	might	prefer	to	watch	sports	on	TV	or	listen	to	live	games	on	the	radio.	Perhaps	you	play	sports	as	a	fun	way	to	stay	healthy,	or	you	could	even	compete	as	a	serious	athlete.	No	matter	your	relationship	to	sports,	you’ll	need	to	know	some	key	sports-related	words	to
participate	at	any	level.Read	on	to	learn	53	must-know	sports	vocabulary	terms	in	English!Contents	1.	Arena	Noun:	Another	word	for	arena	that	you’re	probably	more	familiar	with	is	stadium	.	It’s	a	flat	area	that	hosts	(holds)	sporting	events	like	the	Olympic	Games,	soccer	and	rugby	games.	It	is	circular	(like	a	circle)	in	shape	and	surrounded	by	seats
for	fans	to	sit.	The	arena	was	packed	full	of	excited	fans	to	watch	the	final	of	the	Champion’s	League.	2.	Amateur	Noun/Adjective:	An	amateur	is	a	person	who	is	not	a	professional	or	does	not	get	paid	for	what	they	do.	He’s	an	amateur	soccer	player,	but	one	day	he	hopes	to	play	for	his	favorite	team	in	the	UK:	Manchester	United.	She	started	off	as	an
amateur	before	being	recognized	for	her	talent.	3.	Athlete	Noun:	A	person	who	practices	and	competes	in	any	sport.	Joan’s	brother	is	a	professional	athlete	and	plays	tennis	for	a	living	(for	money).	4.	Athletic	Adjective:	A	person	who	is	athletic	and	is	good	at	sports.	I’ve	never	been	very	athletic	and	I	don’t	think	my	gym	teacher	liked	me	very	much	at
school	because	I	couldn’t	even	catch	a	ball.	5.	Athletics	Noun:	Athletics	is	the	category	for	any	track	and	field	events,	such	as	running	(long	and	short	distance),	throwing	the	javelin,	long	jump	etc.	My	favorite	events	to	watch	during	the	Olympics	are	the	athletics	events.	I	love	the	running.	I	can’t	believe	how	fast	some	people	can	run!	6.	Award	Verb:
To	be	awarded	something	means	to	be	given	a	prize.	The	best	three	athletes	at	the	Olympic	Games	are	awarded	medals	for	1st,	2nd	and	3rd	place.	Noun:	Any	kind	of	prize,	like	a	certificate,	medal	or	a	trophy.	She	won	the	award	for	“Best	Female	Junior	Snowboarder”	in	the	city!	7.	Beat	Verb:	To	win	against	or	defeat	another	player	or	team.	Carlos
Alcaraz	beat	all	the	other	players	and	won	the	Wimbledon	tennis	tournament.	8.	Captain	Noun:	The	captain	is	the	team	leader.	The	captain	of	the	team	called	the	players	over	to	talk	at	half-time.	9.	Cheer	on	Phrasal	Verb:	To	shout	words	of	encouragement	to	your	favorite	team	or	player.	In	the	final	five	minutes	of	the	game,	the	fans	cheered	on	their
teams,	hoping	for	a	win.	10.	Coach	Noun:	A	person	who	is	responsible	for	teaching	and	training	the	athletes	to	improve	their	skills.	My	basketball	coach	told	me	I’m	getting	better	at	my	free	throws.	Verb:	To	train.	He’s	been	coaching	the	local	team	since	August.	11.	Compete	Verb:	To	take	part	in	a	competition.	20	teams	are	competing	to	win	the
University	Cup.	12.	Court	Noun:	The	rectangle	area	where	games	like	tennis,	basketball	and	badminton	are	played.	When	I	play	tennis,	I	prefer	to	play	on	a	grass	court	because	doctors	have	told	me	it’s	better	for	my	knees.	13.	Course	Noun:	An	area	of	land	that	is	used	for	long	running	events	like	marathons,	car	racing	and	golf.	Before	he	gets
married	next	week,	he’s	going	to	go	to	the	golf	course	to	play	a	few	rounds	with	the	boys.	14.	Defend	Verb:	To	try	and	stop	the	other	team	from	scoring	points	or	goals.	The	coach	wants	us	to	play	our	best	to	defend	against	a	goal.	15.	Defense	Noun:	When	someone	is	defending.	Manchester	City	has	a	strong	defense	and	it’s	very	difficult	to	score	a
goal	against	them.	Note	that	in	British	English,	this	word	is	spelled	defence.	16.	Draw	Noun:	When	two	teams	finish	a	game	with	the	same	number	of	points	or	goals	(also	called	a	tie	).	It	was	a	very	boring	game	to	watch	and	it	ended	up	in	a	draw.	The	score	was	2-2.	17.	Fan	Noun:	A	supporter	of	a	player,	team	or	sport.	He’s	a	huge	fan	of	the	All
Blacks	and	he	watches	every	game	they	play.	18.	Field	Noun:	An	area	of	grass	that	is	used	to	play	sports	such	as	field	hockey,	rugby	or	soccer.	The	team	ran	onto	the	field	at	the	beginning	of	the	game	and	the	fans	cheered	loudly.	19.	Final	Noun:	The	last	round	of	something	(e.g.,	a	match,	a	championship,	etc).	This	can	be	written	as	the	“final”	or
“finals.”	The	diver	was	ecstatic	after	reaching	the	finals.	Adjective:	The	last	one.	The	runner	passed	the	finish	line	for	the	final	time	in	his	career	before	retiring.	20.	Gym	Noun:	The	place	where	you	can	go	and	exercise	on	machines	or	the	inside	area	where	sports	lessons	are	done	at	school.	She’s	trying	to	lose	a	few	kilos	and	has	started	exercising	at
the	gym	twice	a	week.	21.	Half-time	Noun:	The	short	break	between	the	first	and	second	half	of	the	game.	The	team	gathered	in	the	changing	rooms	at	half-time	while	the	coach	explained	the	strategy	for	the	second	half.	22.	League	Noun:	A	group	of	sports	clubs	from	one	area	that	play	against	each	other	for	the	season	to	try	and	win	the
championship.	Doncaster	Rovers	were	at	the	top	of	their	league	last	year,	but	this	year	they	have	been	performing	badly	and	are	now	positioned	fifth	on	the	table.	23.	Medal	Noun:	A	small	circle	piece	of	metal	that	can	be	gold	for	1st	place,	silver	for	2nd	place	and	bronze	for	3rd	place.	Michael	Phelps,	the	American	swimmer,	broke	the	record	when	he
won	6	gold	medals	at	the	Olympics.	24.	Opponent	Noun:	The	person	that	you	compete	with	or	play	against	in	a	competition.	Andy	Murray’s	biggest	opponent	at	Wimbledon	was	Roger	Federer,	but	he	managed	to	beat	him.	25.	Overtime	Noun:	Extra	time	that	can	be	added	to	the	original	allocated	time	for	a	sports	event.	Since	neither	team	had	been
able	to	score	during	the	90	minutes,	the	game	went	to	overtime.	26.	Pass	Verb:	To	kick	or	throw	the	ball	to	another	player	on	your	team.	To	go	ahead	of	someone.	He	passed	the	ball	to	his	teammate	who	then	went	on	to	score	the	winning	goal.	He	passed	his	competitors	and	won	the	race.	Noun:	When	someone	kicks	or	throws	something	to	another
person.	It	was	a	bad	pass	and	the	other	team	managed	to	get	the	ball.	27.	Personal	best	Noun:	A	record,	the	best	results	set	by	the	athlete.	The	runner	set	a	new	personal	best	during	the	800m	sprint.	28.	Physique	Noun:	The	strength	or	shape	of	a	person’s	body.	She’s	very	small	and	slim.	She’s	got	the	perfect	physique	to	be	a	gymnast.	29.	Pitch	Verb:
To	throw	the	ball	to	the	person	batting	in	softball	or	baseball.	He	pitched	the	ball	so	fast	that	the	person	batting	was	unable	to	hit	the	ball.	30.	Pitcher	Noun:	In	baseball,	the	player	who	throws	the	ball	from	the	pitcher’s	mound	to	the	batter.	The	pitcher	was	very	talented;	he	pitched	a	perfect	inning!	31.	Practice	Verb:	To	continue	training	to	improve
the	skill.	Our	college	basketball	team	practices	three	times	a	week.	Noun:	Training.	We	usually	have	practice	twice	a	week.	32.	Professional	Noun/Adjective:	To	be	paid	money	for	the	sport	you	do.	Your	sport	is	your	job.	His	dream	to	become	a	professional	came	true	last	year	when	he	was	asked	to	join	the	team.		Many	little	boys	dream	of	becoming
professional	sportspeople	when	they’re	younger,	but	only	a	few	can	achieve	their	dreams.	33.	Record	Noun:	The	best	performance	of	goals,	medals,	speed	etc.	that	has	ever	been	measured	in	a	country	or	the	world.	Usain	Bolt	holds	the	world	record	for	the	fastest	man	in	the	world.	34.	Referee	(	Ref	)Noun:	The	person	who	makes	the	decisions	during
a	game.	A	referee	runs	up	and	down	the	field/court	(soccer)	with	the	players,	but	an	umpire	makes	the	decisions	from	one	position	(e.g.,	tennis).	The	referee	signaled	for	the	players	to	stop	and	he	gave	the	player	a	yellow	card	for	kicking	another	player.	35.	Rules	Noun:	The	laws	of	the	game.	When	you	break	the	rules	in	any	game,	the	referee
punishes	the	player.	36.	Score	Noun:	The	points	that	each	team	has	during	the	game.	The	final	score	was	1-0;	it	was	a	really	close	game.	37.	Serve	Verb:	To	throw	the	ball	up	and	hit	it	at	the	start	of	play	(e.g.,	tennis	and	volleyball).	Venus	Williams	is	known	for	her	strong	serve	in	tennis	and	it’s	often	difficult	for	less	experienced	players	to	return	the
ball.	38.	Shoot	Verb:	To	hit,	throw	or	kick	the	ball	to	try	and	score	a	goal	or	point	(e.g.,	soccer	and	basketball).	The	soccer	player	was	far	from	the	goal,	but	his	team	called	for	him	to	shoot	as	there	were	only	ten	seconds	left	and	they	needed	to	win	the	match.	39.	Shot	Noun:	When	someone	shoots	to	score.	Michael	Jordan	is	famous	for	scoring	long-
distance	shots	and	taking	three	points	for	the	team.	40.	Skill	Noun:	A	talent.	One	of	the	most	important	skills	for	success	in	any	sport	is	coordination.	41.	Skilled	Adjective:	To	be	able	to	do	something	well,	to	have	talent.	He’s	a	skilled	rugby	player	and	if	he	keeps	training,	he	might	make	it	to	the	national	team.	42.	Spectator	Noun:	The	viewer	or
person	who	watches	a	sporting	event.	The	spectators	at	Wimbledon	are	usually	very	calm	compared	to	the	shouting	ones	at	a	rugby	match.	43.	Sportsmanship	Noun:	To	have	good	or	bad	sportsmanship	is	your	attitude	and	your	respect	for	the	other	team	or	player	when	you	win	or	lose	a	game.	Not	shaking	a	player’s	hand	after	losing	is	an	example	of
bad	sportsmanship.	44.	Tackle	Verb:	To	try	and	take	the	ball	of	the	other	team.	He	tried	to	tackle	Messi,	but	Messi	was	too	fast	and	continued	to	run	with	the	ball.	45.	Tactics	Noun:	The	plan,	the	strategy.	The	tennis	player	had	to	change	his	tactics	after	seeing	how	strong	the	other	player	was.	46.	Team	Noun:	A	group	that	works	together.	The
swimming	team	represented	their	country	at	the	Olympic	Games.	47.	Teammate	Noun:	A	member	of	your	team.	After	the	match,	Amy	and	her	teammates	go	down	to	the	bar	for	a	drink.	48.	Teamwork	Noun:	Working	with	your	teammates	to	try	and	win.	Cristiano	Ronaldo	is	often	criticized	for	his	lack	of	teamwork.	He	prefers	to	do	things	alone.	49.
Tournament	Noun:	A	number	of	games	and	competitions	between	a	certain	number	of	teams	or	players	to	win	the	championship.	The	Champions	League	tournament	in	Europe	is	probably	the	most	famous	European	soccer	tournament	that	is	held	every	year.	50.	Trainer	Noun:	Another	word	for	a	coach.	The	trainer	stood	watching	nervously	as	the
boxer	entered	the	ring.	51.	Train	Verb:	To	practice.	Most	winter	sports	teams	train	through	the	summer	months	so	they	can	build	their	skills	and	fitness.	52.	Victory	Noun:	Winning	a	competition.	The	team	celebrated	their	victory	with	a	parade	in	their	home	city.	53.	Whistle	Noun:	The	small	tool	that	makes	a	sound	that	the	referee	or	umpire	blows
during	a	game	(phrase:	to	blow	the	whistle).	The	referee	blew	his	whistle	and	moved	his	hand	to	show	the	start	of	the	match.	These	are	just	a	few	of	the	words	in	the	field	of	sports.	You	can	find	more	by	reading	sports	news	in	English,	or	you	could	also	take	a	look	at	some	of	the	sports-related	videos	available	on	the	FluentU	program.Build	your
vocabulary	today	so	you	can	chat	with	your	friends	about	your	favorite	hobby	or	watch	your	favorite	team	take	the	championship.	If	you	like	learning	English	through	movies	and	online	media,	you	should	also	check	out	FluentU.	FluentU	lets	you	learn	English	from	popular	talk	shows,	catchy	music	videos	and	funny	commercials,	as	you	can	see	here:If
you	want	to	watch	it,	the	FluentU	app	has	probably	got	it.	The	FluentU	app	and	website	makes	it	really	easy	to	watch	English	videos.	There	are	captions	that	are	interactive.	That	means	you	can	tap	on	any	word	to	see	an	image,	definition,	and	useful	examples.FluentU	lets	you	learn	engaging	content	with	world	famous	celebrities.	For	example,	when
you	tap	on	the	word	"searching,"	you	see	this:FluentU	lets	you	tap	to	look	up	any	word.	Learn	all	the	vocabulary	in	any	video	with	quizzes.	Swipe	left	or	right	to	see	more	examples	for	the	word	you’re	learning.FluentU	helps	you	learn	fast	with	useful	questions	and	multiple	examples.	Learn	more.	The	best	part?	FluentU	remembers	the	vocabulary	that
you’re	learning.	It	gives	you	extra	practice	with	difficult	words—and	reminds	you	when	it’s	time	to	review	what	you’ve	learned.	You	have	a	truly	personalized	experience.	Start	using	the	FluentU	website	on	your	computer	or	tablet	or,	better	yet,	download	the	FluentU	app	from	the	iTunes	or	Google	Play	store.	Click	here	to	take	advantage	of	our
current	sale!	(Expires	at	the	end	of	this	month.)	Enjoy	sharper	detail,	more	accurate	color,	lifelike	lighting,	believable	backgrounds,	and	more	with	our	new	model	update.	Your	generated	images	will	be	more	polished	than	ever.See	What's	NewExplore	how	consumers	want	to	see	climate	stories	told	today,	and	what	that	means	for
your	visuals.Download	Our	Latest	VisualGPS	ReportData-backed	trends.	Generative	AI	demos.	Answers	to	your	usage	rights	questions.	Our	original	video	podcast	covers	it	all—now	on	demand.Watch	NowEnjoy	sharper	detail,	more	accurate	color,	lifelike	lighting,	believable	backgrounds,	and	more	with	our	new	model	update.	Your	generated	images
will	be	more	polished	than	ever.See	What's	NewExplore	how	consumers	want	to	see	climate	stories	told	today,	and	what	that	means	for	your	visuals.Download	Our	Latest	VisualGPS	ReportData-backed	trends.	Generative	AI	demos.	Answers	to	your	usage	rights	questions.	Our	original	video	podcast	covers	it	all—now	on	demand.Watch	NowEnjoy
sharper	detail,	more	accurate	color,	lifelike	lighting,	believable	backgrounds,	and	more	with	our	new	model	update.	Your	generated	images	will	be	more	polished	than	ever.See	What's	NewExplore	how	consumers	want	to	see	climate	stories	told	today,	and	what	that	means	for	your	visuals.Download	Our	Latest	VisualGPS	ReportData-backed	trends.
Generative	AI	demos.	Answers	to	your	usage	rights	questions.	Our	original	video	podcast	covers	it	all—now	on	demand.Watch	Now	This	page	explores	a	list	of	sports	and	games	vocabulary	items.	First,	we	offer	a	short	illustrated	list	of	the	most	popular	sports.	Then,	we	provide	an	extended	list	organized	alphabetically.	Finally,	we	list	phrases	and
idioms	associated	with	sports	and	games.This	is	a	list	of	illustrated	vocabulary	items	related	to	sports	and	games:Sportsaerobicsarcheryathleticsbaseballbasketballboxingcyclingcricketfencinggolfice	hockeyjudokarateridingskisoccerswimmingtennisvolleyballweightliftingwrestlingHere’s	an	extended	alphabetical	list	of	sports	and
games:ABBadmintonBaseballBasketballBiathlonBilliardsBMXBocceBowlingBoxingCCanoeingCricketCross-country	skiingCurlingCyclingDEFFencingField	HockeyFigure	SkatingFishingFootball	(Soccer)Freestyle	SkiingGHHandballHikingHockeyHorse	RacingIJKKarateKayakingKitesurfingLMMartial	ArtsMixed	Martial	Arts	(MMA)MotocrossMountain
BikingNOPPaintballParaglidingPoloPowerliftingQQuidditch	(fictional	sport)RRaftingRock	ClimbingRodeoRowingRugbySSailingScuba	DivingShootingSkateboardingSkiingSnowboardingSoftballSquashSurfingSwimmingTTable	TennisTaekwondoTennisTrack	and	FieldTriathlonUVWWater	PoloWeightliftingWindsurfingWrestlingXYZIn	addition	to	the
above	sports	and	games	vocabulary	items,	the	following	sections	offer	lists	of	words,	expressions,	and	idioms	related	to	sports	and	games.Here’s	a	list	of	words	and	expressions	commonly	used	to	talk	about	sports:Athlete:	A	person	who	is	proficient	in	sports	and	other	forms	of	physical	exercise.Team:	A	group	of	players	forming	one	side	in	a
competitive	game	or	sport.Coach:	A	person	who	trains	and	instructs	athletes	or	teams.Referee/Umpire:	An	official	who	watches	a	game	or	match	closely	to	enforce	the	rules.Score:	The	number	of	points,	goals,	runs,	etc.,	achieved	in	a	game.Victory:	Winning	a	game	or	competition.Defeat:	Losing	a	game	or	competition.Draw/Tie:	A	game	that	ends	with
both	teams	having	the	same	score.Match/Game:	A	contest	in	which	people	or	teams	compete	against	each	other	in	a	particular	sport.Tournament:	A	series	of	contests	between	a	number	of	competitors,	competing	for	an	overall	prize.Championship:	A	competition	to	find	the	best	team	or	player	in	a	particular	sport.Season:	The	period	during	which	a
particular	sport	is	played.League:	A	group	of	sports	clubs	or	teams	that	compete	against	each	other	in	a	series	of	games.Practice/Training:	The	repeated	exercise	in	or	performance	of	an	activity	or	skill	to	acquire	or	maintain	proficiency	in	it.Kick:	To	strike	or	propel	forcibly	with	the	foot.Throw:	To	propel	(something)	with	force	through	the	air	by	a
movement	of	the	arm	and	hand.Catch:	To	capture	(a	thrown	object)	with	the	hands.Hit:	To	strike	(something)	with	a	forceful	blow.Pass:	To	transfer	(the	ball	or	puck)	to	a	teammate.Shoot:	To	attempt	to	score	by	propelling	the	ball,	puck,	etc.,	towards	the	goal.Dribble:	To	move	a	ball	by	repeatedly	bouncing	or	kicking	it.Tackle:	To	seize	and	stop	an
opposing	player	in	possession	of	the	ball.Serve:	To	put	the	ball	into	play	(in	sports	like	tennis,	volleyball).Sprint:	To	run	at	full	speed	over	a	short	distance.Dive:	To	plunge	head	first	into	water	or	to	make	a	dramatic	leap	or	fall	(as	in	soccer	or	basketball).Punch:	To	strike	with	the	fist.First	Half/Second	Half:	The	two	parts	into	which	a	game	is
divided.Overtime:	An	additional	period	of	play	to	break	a	tie.Penalty:	A	punishment	imposed	on	a	player	or	team	for	a	rule	infraction.Timeout:	A	short	break	in	play	requested	by	a	coach	or	team.Substitution:	Replacing	one	player	with	another	during	a	game.Foul:	An	unfair	or	invalid	piece	of	play.Free	Kick:	A	kick	awarded	to	a	team	following	a	foul	(in
soccer).Corner	Kick:	A	kick	from	the	corner	of	the	field	awarded	to	an	attacking	team	(in	soccer).Offside:	A	rule	violation	where	a	player	is	positioned	improperly	(common	in	soccer	and	hockey).Goalkeeper:	A	player	whose	primary	task	is	to	prevent	the	opposing	team	from	scoring.Defender:	A	player	who	helps	protect	their	goal.Midfielder:	A	player
who	plays	mainly	in	the	middle	part	of	the	field.Forward:	A	player	who	plays	near	the	opponent’s	goal	and	is	responsible	for	scoring.Striker:	A	forward	player	who	is	known	for	scoring	goals.Wing:	A	player	positioned	near	the	sideline.Win:	To	be	victorious	in	a	game	or	contest.Lose:	To	be	defeated	in	a	game	or	contest.Draw:	To	end	a	game	with	an
equal	score.Scoreboard:	A	board	showing	the	score	in	a	game.Statistics:	Numerical	data	related	to	a	player’s	or	team’s	performance.Record:	The	best	performance	ever	achieved	in	a	particular	sport	or	activity.Average:	A	number	expressing	the	central	or	typical	value	in	a	set	of	data.Personal	Best:	The	best	performance	achieved	by	an	athlete	in	their
career.Streak:	A	consecutive	series	of	wins	or	losses.Supporter/Fan:	A	person	who	supports	a	particular	team	or	player.Cheer:	To	shout	in	encouragement	or	approval.Boo:	To	express	disapproval	or	dissatisfaction	vocally.Chant:	A	repeated	rhythmic	phrase,	typically	one	shouted	or	sung	in	unison	by	fans.Wave:	A	coordinated,	waving	motion	done	by
fans	in	a	stadium	to	show	support.Here	is	a	list	of	sports	idioms	commonly	used	in	the	English	language:A	ballpark	figure:	An	approximate	estimate.Back	to	square	one:	To	start	over	from	the	beginning.Call	the	shots:	To	be	in	charge	or	make	the	decisions.Down	to	the	wire:	Until	the	last	possible	moment.Get	a	second	wind:	To	regain	energy	or
strength	after	initial	exhaustion.Give	it	your	best	shot:	To	try	your	hardest.Hit	below	the	belt:	To	act	unfairly	or	unscrupulously.In	the	ballpark:	Within	a	reasonable	range	or	estimate.Keep	one’s	eye	on	the	ball:	To	stay	focused	on	the	task	at	hand.Knock	it	out	of	the	park:	To	do	something	exceptionally	well.On	the	home	stretch:	Nearing	the	end	of	a
task	or	journey.Out	of	left	field:	Unexpected	or	surprising.Par	for	the	course:	Normal	or	expected	in	a	given	situation.Play	by	the	rules:	To	follow	the	rules	or	guidelines.Take	a	rain	check:	To	postpone	or	reschedule.The	ball	is	in	your	court:	It	is	your	turn	to	take	action	or	make	a	decision.Throw	in	the	towel:	To	give	up	or	surrender.Under	the	table:
Done	secretly	or	illicitly.Up	to	par:	Meeting	the	required	standard.Against	the	ropes	(Boxing):	In	a	difficult	or	vulnerable	position.Ahead	of	the	pack	(Racing):	Leading	or	in	a	superior	position.Blow	the	whistle	(Refereeing):	To	expose	wrongdoing	or	alert	others	to	a	problem.Call	an	audible	(American	Football):	To	change	plans	or	strategies	at	the	last
moment.Full-court	press	(Basketball):	An	aggressive	and	intensive	effort.Go	to	bat	for	someone	(Baseball):	To	support	or	defend	someone.Have	a	field	day	(General	Sports):	To	have	a	very	enjoyable	time.Hit	it	out	of	the	park	(Baseball):	To	do	something	exceptionally	well.Kick	off	(Football/Soccer):	To	start	something.Monday	morning	quarterback
(American	Football):	Someone	who	criticizes	or	judges	something	after	the	event.Move	the	goalposts	(Football/Soccer):	To	change	the	rules	or	expectations	in	a	way	that	makes	it	more	difficult	to	succeed.On	the	ropes	(Boxing):	In	a	very	bad	situation	or	near	defeat.Play	hardball	(Baseball):	To	act	aggressively	or	ruthlessly.Punch	above	one’s	weight
(Boxing):	To	perform	beyond	one’s	expected	capabilities.Run	interference	(American	Football):	To	prevent	or	delay	problems	for	someone.Step	up	to	the	plate	(Baseball):	To	take	responsibility	or	action.Throw	someone	a	curveball	(Baseball):	To	surprise	someone	with	something	unexpected.Touch	base	(Baseball):	To	make	contact	or	update	someone
briefly.Tackle	a	problem	(Football/Soccer):	To	address	or	deal	with	a	problem.Wide	of	the	mark	(Archery):	Inaccurate	or	incorrect.The	comprehensive	lists	of	sports	and	games	vocabulary	provided	above	serve	as	an	excellent	reference	for	both	English	teachers	and	learners.	They	offer	a	valuable	resource	for	enriching	one’s	vocabulary	with	new
words,	expressions,	and	idioms	related	to	sports	and	games.	Whether	you’re	teaching,	studying,	or	simply	looking	to	expand	your	language	skills,	these	lists	will	help	you	navigate	and	articulate	the	dynamic	world	of	sports	more	effectively.Related	Pages:Sports	vocabulary	exerciseWinter	Olympic	GamesWinter	Olympic	Games	exerciseTags:	Thematic
Vocabulary	Share	—	copy	and	redistribute	the	material	in	any	medium	or	format	for	any	purpose,	even	commercially.	Adapt	—	remix,	transform,	and	build	upon	the	material	for	any	purpose,	even	commercially.	The	licensor	cannot	revoke	these	freedoms	as	long	as	you	follow	the	license	terms.	Attribution	—	You	must	give	appropriate	credit	,	provide	a
link	to	the	license,	and	indicate	if	changes	were	made	.	You	may	do	so	in	any	reasonable	manner,	but	not	in	any	way	that	suggests	the	licensor	endorses	you	or	your	use.	ShareAlike	—	If	you	remix,	transform,	or	build	upon	the	material,	you	must	distribute	your	contributions	under	the	same	license	as	the	original.	No	additional	restrictions	—	You	may
not	apply	legal	terms	or	technological	measures	that	legally	restrict	others	from	doing	anything	the	license	permits.	You	do	not	have	to	comply	with	the	license	for	elements	of	the	material	in	the	public	domain	or	where	your	use	is	permitted	by	an	applicable	exception	or	limitation	.	No	warranties	are	given.	The	license	may	not	give	you	all	of	the
permissions	necessary	for	your	intended	use.	For	example,	other	rights	such	as	publicity,	privacy,	or	moral	rights	may	limit	how	you	use	the	material.	Share	This	Post,	Help	Others!TwitterFacebookPinterestShare	Sports	terminology	is	essential	for	students	who	want	to	excel	in	understanding	and	communicating	about	various	athletic	disciplines.
Whether	you’re	an	aspiring	athlete,	a	fan,	or	just	looking	to	enhance	your	sports	vocabulary,	knowing	the	right	terms	can	make	a	huge	difference.	This	comprehensive	guide	will	walk	you	through	50	crucial	sports	English	terms	that	every	student	should	be	familiar	with.Each	term	is	defined,	phonetically	transcribed,	and	illustrated	with	practical
examples.	Let’s	dive	into	the	world	of	sports	vocabulary	and	enhance	your	language	skills	in	the	field	of	athletics!From	basic	terms	to	more	advanced	jargon,	mastering	these	expressions	can	boost	your	confidence	and	help	you	engage	more	effectively	in	discussions,	debates,	and	academic	work	related	to	sports.Definition:	A	point	scored	in	sports
when	the	ball	or	puck	enters	the	designated	area.Phonetic	Transcription:	ɡoʊlExamples:“He	scored	the	winning	goal	in	the	last	minute	of	the	match.”“The	team	celebrated	after	the	referee	awarded	them	a	goal.”Definition:	A	rule	violation	in	sports	where	a	player	is	positioned	closer	to	the	opponent’s	goal	line	than	the	ball	or	puck	at	the	moment	of
play.Phonetic	Transcription:	ˈɔːfˌsaɪdExamples:Pin50	Essential	Sports	English	TermsDefinition:	The	act	of	continuously	bouncing	or	controlling	the	ball	while	moving.Phonetic	Transcription:	ˈdrɪb.əlExamples:“He	used	his	skillful	dribbling	to	navigate	past	the	defenders.”“Dribbling	is	crucial	in	basketball	to	advance	the	ball	up	the	court.”Definition:	An
illegal	action	that	breaks	the	rules	of	the	game	and	often	results	in	a	penalty.Phonetic	Transcription:	faʊlExamples:“The	referee	called	a	foul	after	the	player	tripped	his	opponent.”“Accumulating	too	many	fouls	can	lead	to	suspension	from	the	game.”Definition:	A	serve	in	tennis	that	is	so	good	the	opponent	cannot	touch	it.Phonetic	Transcription:
eɪsExamples:“She	scored	an	ace	on	her	final	serve	of	the	match.”“An	ace	is	often	a	game-changing	play	in	tennis.”Definition:	A	defensive	move	in	football	or	rugby	where	a	player	stops	an	opponent	by	bringing	them	to	the	ground.Phonetic	Transcription:	ˈtæk.əlExamples:“His	tackle	prevented	the	opponent	from	advancing	the	ball.”“Proper	technique
is	essential	to	execute	a	successful	tackle.”Definition:	The	act	of	replacing	one	player	with	another	during	a	game.Phonetic	Transcription:	ˌsʌb.stɪˈtjuː.ʃənExamples:“The	coach	made	a	substitution	to	refresh	the	team’s	lineup.”“Substitutions	are	often	used	to	bring	in	fresh	legs	during	a	match.”Definition:	In	baseball,	a	hit	that	allows	the	batter	to	circle
all	the	bases	and	score.Phonetic	Transcription:	hoʊm	rʌnExamples:“He	hit	a	spectacular	home	run	to	win	the	game.”“A	home	run	can	dramatically	change	the	outcome	of	a	baseball	game.”Definition:	A	free	kick	awarded	after	a	foul	inside	the	penalty	area	in	soccer.Phonetic	Transcription:	ˈpen.əl.ti	kɪkExamples:“The	team	was	awarded	a	penalty	kick
after	the	foul.”“Scoring	a	penalty	kick	requires	precision	and	composure.Definition:	In	volleyball,	the	act	of	directing	the	ball	to	a	teammate	for	an	attack.Phonetic	Transcription:	setExamples:“The	setter	made	an	accurate	set	to	the	outside	hitter.”“Good	sets	are	crucial	for	successful	spikes	in	volleyball.”Definition:	A	short,	fast	run	over	a	brief
distance.Phonetic	Transcription:	sprɪntExamples:“He	won	the	race	with	an	impressive	sprint	to	the	finish	line.”“Sprints	are	often	used	in	training	to	build	speed	and	endurance.”Definition:	A	shot	taken	just	before	the	game	or	quarter	buzzer	sounds,	which	counts	if	it	goes	in.Phonetic	Transcription:	ˈbʌz.ər	ˈbiː.tərExamples:“The	game	was	won	with	a
buzzer	beater	from	downtown.”“Buzzer	beaters	often	make	for	dramatic	finishes	in	basketball.”Definition:	The	player	who	guards	the	goal	and	is	responsible	for	preventing	the	ball	from	entering	it.Phonetic	Transcription:	ˈɡoʊlˌkiː.pərExamples:“The	goalkeeper	made	a	crucial	save	to	keep	the	team	in	the	game.”“A	good	goalkeeper	needs	quick	reflexes
and	strong	positioning.”Definition:	The	official	who	enforces	the	rules	of	the	game	and	makes	decisions	on	plays.Phonetic	Transcription:	ˌref.əˈriːExamples:Definition:	A	kick	awarded	to	the	attacking	team	when	the	ball	goes	out	of	play	over	the	goal	line,	last	touched	by	a	defender.Phonetic	Transcription:	ˈkɔːr.nər	kɪkExamples:“The	corner	kick
resulted	in	a	scoring	opportunity	for	the	team.”“Strategic	corner	kicks	can	create	dangerous	chances	near	the	goal.”Definition:	A	brief	stoppage	in	play	requested	by	a	coach	or	team	to	discuss	strategy	or	make	adjustments.Phonetic	Transcription:	ˈtaʊtˌmaʊtExamples:“The	coach	called	a	timeout	to	reorganize	the	team’s	defense.”“Timeouts	can	be
crucial	for	making	tactical	changes	during	the	game.”Definition:	In	tennis,	when	a	player	fails	to	serve	correctly	twice	in	a	row,	resulting	in	the	loss	of	the	point.Phonetic	Transcription:	ˈdʌb.əl	fɔːltExamples:“She	lost	the	game	after	committing	a	double	fault	on	match	point.”Avoiding	double	faults	requires	practice	and	focus	on	serving
technique.Definition:	Hitting	the	ball	before	it	touches	the	ground.Phonetic	Transcription:	ˈvɑː.liExamples:“He	executed	a	perfect	volley	to	win	the	point.”“Volleys	are	a	key	aspect	of	both	tennis	and	volleyball.”Definition:	An	unopposed	attempt	to	score	points	in	basketball,	awarded	after	a	foul.Phonetic	Transcription:	friː	θroʊExamples:Definition:	In
sports,	particularly	hockey	and	soccer,	scoring	three	goals	in	a	single	game.Phonetic	Transcription:	ˈhæt	trɪkExamples:“He	scored	a	hat	trick	in	the	final	match	of	the	season.”“Achieving	a	hat	trick	is	a	rare	and	celebrated	feat.”Definition:	A	pass	or	play	that	directly	leads	to	a	score	by	a	teammate.Phonetic	Transcription:	əˈsɪstExamples:“Her	assist	was
crucial	in	setting	up	the	winning	goal.”“Assists	highlight	teamwork	and	strategic	play	in	sports.”Definition:	The	team	or	players	engaged	in	attacking	and	trying	to	score	points.Phonetic	Transcription:	əˈfɛnsExamples:Definition:	The	team	or	players	engaged	in	preventing	the	opponent	from	scoring.Phonetic	Transcription:	*ˈdiː.fə4o
miniChatGPTns*Examples:“Strong	defense	is	critical	to	prevent	the	opposing	team	from	gaining	points.”“Defensive	strategies	vary	greatly	depending	on	the	sport.”Definition:	A	basketball	play	where	the	ball	is	slammed	through	the	hoop	with	one	or	both	hands.Phonetic	Transcription:	dʌŋkExamples:“He	performed	a	spectacular	dunk	that	energized
the	crowd.”“Dunking	is	often	a	highlight	of	any	basketball	game.”Definition:	In	bowling,	knocking	down	all	the	pins	with	the	first	ball.Phonetic	Transcription:	straɪkExamples:“She	bowled	a	strike	in	the	final	frame	to	secure	the	win.”“Strikes	are	key	to	achieving	a	high	score	in	bowling.”Definition:	In	basketball,	gaining	possession	of	the	ball	after	a
missed	field	goal	or	free	throw.Phonetic	Transcription:	ˈriː.baʊndExamples:“He	led	the	team	in	rebounds,	which	was	crucial	for	their	defense.”“Rebounding	is	important	to	regain	possession	and	control	the	game	pace.”Definition:	A	softly	hit	ball	in	tennis	that	barely	goes	over	the	net	and	lands	just	inside	the	opponent’s	court.Phonetic	Transcription:
drɒp	ʃɒtExamples:“The	drop	shot	caught	his	opponent	off	guard	and	won	the	point.”“Effective	drop	shots	require	precision	and	control.”Definition:	A	defensive	move	in	volleyball	to	stop	or	redirect	an	opponent’s	attack.Phonetic	Transcription:	blɒkExamples:“The	block	at	the	net	prevented	a	powerful	spike	from	the	other	team.”“Blocking	is	essential
for	a	strong	defense	in	volleyball.”Definition:	A	sequence	of	back-and-forth	shots	between	players	in	tennis	or	table	tennis.Phonetic	Transcription:	ˈræl.iExamples:“The	long	rally	ended	with	a	superb	cross-court	shot.”“Rallies	test	a	player’s	endurance	and	strategic	play.”Definition:	A	skiing	or	snowboarding	event	where	racers	weave	through	a	series
of	tightly	spaced	gates.Phonetic	Transcription:	ˈslɑː.ləmExamples:“She	won	the	slalom	by	navigating	the	gates	with	speed	and	precision.”“Slalom	requires	quick	reflexes	and	agility	to	perform	well.”Definition:	A	basketball	shot	taken	while	jumping,	usually	aimed	over	a	defender.Phonetic	Transcription:	dʒʌmp	ʃɒtExamples:“His	jump	shot	from	beyond
the	arc	tied	the	game.”“The	jump	shot	is	a	fundamental	skill	in	basketball.”Definition:	In	ice	hockey,	the	method	used	to	start	play,	where	two	opposing	players	face	each	other	and	attempt	to	gain	control	of	the	puck.Phonetic	Transcription:	ˈfeɪs.ɒfExamples:“The	team	won	the	faceoff	and	immediately	went	on	the	attack.”“Winning	faceoffs	can	provide
a	strategic	advantage	in	hockey.”Definition:	A	defensive	move	in	soccer	where	a	player	slides	on	the	ground	to	take	the	ball	away	from	an	opponent.Phonetic	Transcription:	slaɪd	ˈtæk.əlExamples:“He	made	a	clean	slide	tackle	to	prevent	the	opposing	team	from	scoring.”“Slide	tackles	require	timing	and	precision	to	avoid	fouling.”Definition:	In	hockey,
a	situation	where	one	team	has	more	players	on	the	ice	due	to	an	opponent’s	penalty.Phonetic	Transcription:	ˈpaʊ.ər	pleɪExamples:“They	scored	two	goals	during	the	power	play.”“Power	plays	provide	a	significant	scoring	opportunity.”Definition:	In	boxing,	a	win	by	rendering	the	opponent	unable	to	continue	after	a	legal	punch.Phonetic	Transcription:
ˈnɒk.aʊtExamples:“The	fighter	delivered	a	knockout	punch	in	the	final	round.”“Knockouts	are	thrilling,	marking	a	definitive	end	to	a	match.”Definition:	In	American	football,	the	player	who	directs	the	offense	and	passes	the	ball.Phonetic	Transcription:	ˈkwɔːr.tərˌbækExamples:“The	quarterback	threw	a	perfect	pass	for	a	touchdown.”“A	great
quarterback	can	change	the	outcome	of	a	game.”Definition:	The	point	which,	if	won	by	the	leading	player,	will	end	the	match.Phonetic	Transcription:	mætʃ	pɔɪntExamples:“She	served	an	ace	on	match	point	to	win	the	game.”“Match	points	are	high-pressure	moments	in	tennis.”Definition:	A	quick	offensive	move	in	basketball	after	a	defensive	rebound
or	steal.Phonetic	Transcription:	ˈfæstˌbreɪkExamples:“The	team	capitalized	on	a	fastbreak	for	an	easy	basket.”“Fastbreaks	are	crucial	for	scoring	quick	points.”Definition:	A	statistic	in	baseball	that	represents	the	ratio	of	a	player’s	hits	to	at-bats.Phonetic	Transcription:	ˈbæt.ɪŋ	ˈæv.ər.ɪdʒExamples:“His	batting	average	improved	significantly	this
season.”“A	high	batting	average	indicates	consistent	performance.”Definition:	A	situation	in	tennis	where	the	receiver	has	a	chance	to	win	the	game	if	they	win	the	next	point.Phonetic	Transcription:	breɪk	pɔɪntExamples:Definition:	In	rugby,	a	method	of	restarting	play	where	the	ball	is	thrown	back	into	play	from	the	sideline.Phonetic	Transcription:
ˈlaɪnˌaʊtExamples:“The	team	executed	a	perfect	lineout	to	win	possession.”“Lineouts	require	coordination	and	timing	to	be	successful.”Definition:	A	type	of	pass	in	field	hockey	where	the	ball	is	lifted	into	the	air.Phonetic	Transcription:	ˈhæt.fɪldExamples:“The	Hatfield	pass	cleared	the	defense	for	a	scoring	opportunity.”“Executing	a	Hatfield	pass	can
be	a	strategic	play	in	field	hockey.”Definition:	In	ice	hockey,	a	physical	move	where	a	player	uses	their	body	to	impede	an	opponent.Phonetic	Transcription:	tʃekExamples:“He	delivered	a	clean	check	to	regain	control	of	the	puck.”“Checking	is	an	integral	part	of	a	strong	defense	in	hockey.”Definition:	A	tennis	shot	made	by	swinging	the	racket	across
one’s	body	with	the	palm	facing	forward.Phonetic	Transcription:	ˈfɔːr.hændExamples:Definition:	In	golf,	the	standard	number	of	strokes	set	for	each	hole.Phonetic	Transcription:	pɑːrExamples:“She	finished	the	hole	with	a	par.”“Achieving	par	means	playing	to	the	expected	standard.”Definition:	A	short,	easy	putt	in	golf	that	is	almost	impossible	to
miss.Phonetic	Transcription:	ˈtæp.ɪnExamples:“He	left	himself	a	tap-in	for	par.”“Tap-ins	are	the	result	of	accurate	approach	shots.”Definition:	A	method	of	restarting	play	in	rugby,	involving	players	packing	closely	together	with	their	heads	down.Phonetic	Transcription:	skrʌmExamples:“The	scrum	was	won	by	the	stronger	forward	pack.”“Scrums	are
physically	demanding	and	require	teamwork.”Definition:	A	type	of	punch	in	boxing,	delivered	with	a	circular	motion.Phonetic	Transcription:	hʊkExamples:“He	landed	a	powerful	left	hook	to	his	opponent’s	jaw.”“Hooks	can	be	knockout	punches	when	delivered	correctly.”Definition:	A	defensive	move	in	ice	hockey	where	a	player	uses	their	body	to
impede	an	opponent.Phonetic	Transcription:	ˈbɒd.i	tʃekExamples:“A	well-timed	body	check	can	change	the	momentum	of	a	game.”“Body	checks	are	legal	only	when	delivered	to	a	player	in	possession	of	the	puck.”Definition:	A	serve	in	tennis	that	the	opponent	cannot	touch,	scoring	a	point.Phonetic	Transcription:	eɪsExamples:“She	won	the	match	with
a	powerful	ace	down	the	line.”“Aces	are	often	the	result	of	a	well-placed,	fast	serve.”GoalDribbleRefereeTouchdownAceRed	CardServeCrossbarYellow	CardPenaltyFoulTimeoutOffsideHome	RunSubstitutionStrikeBuzzer	BeaterFastbreakReboundQuarterbackDunkMatch	PointHat	TrickDefenseScrumPower	PlayBlockSlalomBreak
PointRallyUnderstanding	sports	terminology	is	not	just	beneficial	for	athletes	but	also	for	students,	coaches,	and	enthusiasts	who	want	to	fully	engage	in	the	sports	world.	This	vocabulary	equips	you	with	the	language	needed	to	describe	actions,	rules,	and	strategies,	making	it	easier	to	follow	games,	participate	in	discussions,	and	appreciate	the
nuances	of	different	sports.By	mastering	these	50	essential	sports	English	terms,	you	enhance	your	ability	to	communicate	effectively	in	both	academic	and	social	contexts,	ensuring	you	are	always	in	the	know.Remember,	sports	vocabulary	is	dynamic,	so	continue	exploring	and	expanding	your	lexicon	to	keep	up	with	the	evolving	world	of
sports!Share	This	Post,	Help	Others!TwitterFacebookPinterestShare	Sports	Vocabulary	in	EnglishSports	vocabulary	refers	to	the	words	and	terms	used	in	different	sports	to	describe	actions,	players,	equipment,	and	events.	Knowing	sports	vocabulary	helps	players,	coaches,	and	fans	talk	about	games	clearly	and	understand	what’s	happening.	It
makes	learning	and	enjoying	sports	easier	and	more	fun.Soccer	(Football)BasketballBaseballTennisCricketRugbyHockeySwimmingBoxingGolfTable	TennisVolleyballBadmintonAthletics	(Track	and	Field)WrestlingIce
HockeyKarateCyclingHandballGymnasticsSkiingSnowboardingBowlingArcherySailingSurfingTaekwondoFencingPoloSquashLacrosseSkateboardingSkate	SkiingField	HockeyWeightliftingMotor	Racing	(Formula	1,	NASCAR)EquestrianCanoeingRowingKickboxingJudoUltimate	FrisbeeChess	(Competitive)BoxingAmerican	FootballSportDescriptionSoccer
(Football)A	game	where	two	teams	try	to	score	goals	by	kicking	a	ball	into	the	other	team’s	net.BasketballA	sport	where	two	teams	try	to	score	points	by	shooting	a	ball	into	a	hoop.BaseballA	game	where	one	team	bats	and	tries	to	hit	a	ball,	while	the	other	team	fields	and	tries	to	get	the	batter	out.TennisA	game	where	two	or	four	players	hit	a	ball
over	a	net,	trying	to	score	points	by	making	the	ball	land	in	the	opponent’s	side.CricketA	bat-and-ball	game	where	two	teams	try	to	score	runs	by	hitting	a	ball	and	running	between	two	wickets.RugbyA	team	sport	where	players	try	to	carry	or	kick	the	ball	to	the	other	team’s	goal	line.HockeyA	game	played	on	ice	or	grass,	where	players	use	sticks	to
hit	a	puck	or	ball	into	the	opponent’s	goal.SwimmingA	sport	where	people	race	in	water	by	swimming	different	styles	like	freestyle,	backstroke,	or	breaststroke.BoxingA	combat	sport	where	two	people	fight	each	other	using	their	fists	while	wearing	gloves.GolfA	sport	where	players	try	to	hit	a	ball	into	a	series	of	holes	using	as	few	strokes	as
possible.Table	TennisA	game	played	on	a	small	table	where	players	hit	a	lightweight	ball	back	and	forth	over	a	net	using	small	paddles.VolleyballA	sport	where	two	teams	hit	a	ball	over	a	net,	trying	to	make	it	land	on	the	opponent’s	side.BadmintonA	game	similar	to	tennis,	but	played	with	a	lightweight	shuttlecock	and	rackets.AthleticsSports	like
running,	jumping,	and	throwing,	usually	in	a	track	and	field	competition.WrestlingA	sport	where	two	competitors	try	to	pin	each	other	to	the	ground.Ice	HockeyA	fast-paced	sport	played	on	ice,	where	players	use	sticks	to	hit	a	puck	into	the	goal.KarateA	form	of	martial	arts	where	players	use	punches,	kicks,	and	other	movements	to	fight.CyclingA
sport	where	people	race	or	ride	bicycles	for	fun,	fitness,	or	competition.HandballA	team	sport	where	players	use	their	hands	to	throw	a	ball	into	the	opponent’s	goal.GymnasticsA	sport	involving	exercises	like	jumping,	balancing,	and	tumbling,	often	performed	on	different	equipment.SkiingA	winter	sport	where	people	use	skis	to	slide	down	snow-
covered	slopes.SnowboardingA	winter	sport	where	riders	use	a	single	board	to	slide	down	snowy	hills.BowlingA	game	where	players	roll	a	ball	to	knock	down	pins	set	up	in	a	triangle	shape.ArcheryA	sport	where	people	shoot	arrows	from	a	bow	at	a	target.SailingA	sport	where	people	control	a	boat	using	sails	and	the	wind.SurfingA	water	sport	where
people	ride	waves	on	a	surfboard.TaekwondoA	Korean	martial	art	focused	on	high	kicks	and	fast	moves.FencingA	sport	where	two	people	fight	using	swords,	trying	to	touch	each	other’s	body	with	the	tip.PoloA	team	sport	played	on	horseback,	where	players	try	to	hit	a	ball	into	the	opponent’s	goal	using	a	mallet.SquashA	fast	game	played	in	a	small
court	where	players	hit	a	rubber	ball	against	a	wall.LacrosseA	team	sport	where	players	use	a	stick	with	a	net	to	carry	and	throw	a	ball	into	the	opponent’s	goal.SkateboardingA	sport	where	people	ride	a	small	board	with	wheels,	performing	tricks	and	jumps.Skate	SkiingA	form	of	skiing	where	people	use	a	skating	motion	to	glide	on	snow.Field
HockeyA	team	sport	played	on	grass	or	turf	where	players	use	sticks	to	hit	a	ball	into	the	goal.WeightliftingA	sport	where	athletes	lift	heavy	weights	to	show	strength.Motor	RacingA	sport	where	drivers	race	cars	or	motorcycles	around	a	track.EquestrianA	sport	involving	horseback	riding,	including	events	like	show	jumping	or	dressage.CanoeingA
water	sport	where	people	paddle	a	small	boat	through	rivers	or	lakes.RowingA	sport	where	people	row	boats	with	oars	on	water	in	races.KickboxingA	martial	art	combining	punches	and	kicks,	often	used	in	competitions.JudoA	Japanese	martial	art	focused	on	throwing	and	pinning	opponents.Ultimate	FrisbeeA	team	sport	where	players	try	to	catch	and
throw	a	flying	disc	into	the	opponent’s	end	zone.ChessA	strategy	board	game	played	on	a	chessboard	with	16	pieces	per	player.American	FootballA	team	sport	where	players	carry	or	throw	a	ball	to	score	points	by	reaching	the	opponent’s	end	zone.Team	SportsIndividual	SportsWater	SportsWinter	SportsCombat	SportsMotor	SportsRacquet
SportsStrength	SportsMind	Sports1.	Team	SportsSoccer	(Football)BasketballBaseballRugbyVolleyballHandball2.	Individual	SportsTennisGolfBoxingCyclingRunning	(Athletics)Swimming3.	Water	SportsSwimmingSurfingCanoeingRowingSailingWater	Polo4.	Winter	SportsSkiingSnowboardingIce	HockeyFigure	SkatingBobsleddingCurling5.	Combat
SportsKarateJudoWrestlingKickboxingTaekwondoBoxing6.	Motor	SportsFormula	1NASCARMotorcyclingRally	RacingMotoGPIndyCar7.	Racquet	SportsTennisBadmintonSquashTable	TennisPickleballRacquetball8.	Strength	SportsWeightliftingPowerliftingStrongmanBodybuildingCrossFitArm	Wrestling9.	Mind
SportsChessCheckersGoBridgeBackgammonSudokuHit	a	home	run	–	To	do	something	really	well	or	succeed	at	something.Throw	in	the	towel	–	To	give	up	or	stop	trying	because	it’s	too	difficult.Down	to	the	wire	–	Something	happening	at	the	last	possible	moment.In	the	ballpark	–	Close	enough	to	being	correct	or	acceptable.Jump	the	gun	–	To	start
something	too	early	or	before	the	right	time.On	the	ball	–	Being	quick	to	understand	or	pay	attention	to	things.Par	for	the	course	–	Something	that	is	normal	or	expected	in	a	situation.Call	the	shots	–	To	make	decisions	or	be	in	charge.Take	a	rain	check	–	To	say	no	to	an	invitation	but	ask	to	do	it	later.Full-court	press	–	To	try	really	hard	or	put	in	a	lot
of	effort	to	succeed.Sports	vocabulary	includes	terms	related	to	sports,	equipment,	actions,	and	players,	such	as	goal,	team,	referee,	match,	score,	championship,	and	athlete.	Each	sport	has	specific	words	for	its	rules,	movements,	and	gear.Commonly	used	sports	terms	include	goal,	team,	referee,	match,	score,	player,	coach,	field,	tournament,	and
win.	These	terms	are	used	across	various	sports	to	describe	actions,	roles,	and	outcomes.Good	words	for	sports	include	team,	goal,	victory,	champion,	athlete,	competition,	training,	coach,	fitness,	and	performance.	These	words	highlight	key	aspects	of	sports	and	athletic	activities.The	best	three	words	in	sports	are	teamwork,	victory,	and
determination.	These	words	capture	the	essence	of	success	and	effort	in	sports.You	May	Also	Like	Previous	PostConditional	sentences	are	used	to	express	situations	that	depend	on	a	particular	condition.	They…	Next	PostA	present	participle	phrase	starts	with	a	verb	ending	in	-ing	and	acts	like…	admin	July	30,	2018	Sports,	Vocabulary	Sports	Words,
Vocabulary	related	to	sports,	word	list;	aerobics	archer	archery	arrow	athlete	athletics	badminton	ball	base	baseball	basketball	bat	baton	batter	batting	biathlon	bicycle	bicycling	bike	biking	billiards	bobsleigh	bocce	boomerang	boules	bow	bowler	bowling	boxer	boxing	bronze	medal	bunt	canoe	canoeing	catch	catcher	champion	championship	cleats
club	coach	compete	competing	competition	C	cont.	competitor	crew	cricket	croquet	cross	country	cue	curling	cycle	cycling	cyclist	dart	dartboard	deadlifting	decathlon	defense	diamond	discus	dive	diver	diving	dodgeball	doubleheader	dugout	epee	equestrian	equipment	exercise	fencing	field	fielder	field	hockey	fielding	figure	skating	fitness	football
forward	free	throw	frisbee	game	gear	geocaching	go	goal	goalie	golf	golfer	golfing	guard	gym	gymnast	gymnastics	gymnasium	halftime	hammer	throw	handball	hang	gliding	hardball	helmet	heptathlon	high	jump	hitter	hockey	hole-in-one	home	home	plate	home	run	home	team	hoop	horseshoes	huddle	hurdle	ice	hockey	ice	rink	ice	skates	ice	skating
infield	infielder	inline	skates	inning	jai-alai	javelin	jog	jogger	judo	jump	jumper	jumping	jump	rope	karate	kayak	kayaker	kayaking	kickball	kneepads	king	fu	kite	lacrosse	lawn	bowling	league	long	jump	lose	loser	luge	lutz	major	league	mallet	martial	arts	mat	medal	minor	league	mitt	mouthguard	move	movement	MVP	net	no-hitter	Nordic	skiing
offense	ollie	Olympics	orienteering	out	outfield	outfielder	paddle	paddleball	paddling	paintball	parasailing	parkour	P	Cont.	pentathlon	pickleball	ping	pong	pitch	pitcher	play	player	playing	playoffs	pogo	stick	pole	pole	vault	polo	pool	puck	quarter	quarterback	quiver	race	racer	racewalking	racing	racket	racquetball	rafting	referee	relay	ride	riding	rink
rock	climbing	roller	skates	roller	skating	row	rower	rowing	rugby	run	runner	running	sailing	score	scoreboard	scuba	scull	S	Cont.	sculling	shortstop	shot	put	silver	medal	skate	skating	rink	skeleton	ski	skier	skiing	slalom	sled	sledder	sledding	snorkling	snowboard	snowboarder	snowboarding	snowshoeing	soccer	softball	somersault	speed	skating
sport	sportsmanship	squash	stadium	stick	strike	stroke	Sumo	wrestling	surfer	surfing	swim	swimmer	swimming	synchronized	swimming	table	tennis	taekwondo	tag	target	team	teammate	tee	telemark	skiing	tennis	tetherball	throw	T	Cont.	throwing	tie	toboggan	track	and	field	trampoline	triathlon	triathlete	triple	jump	triple	play	tug	of	war
ultramarathon	ultramarathoner	umpire	unicycle	unicyclist	uniform	vaulter	vaulting	visiting	team	volley	volley	ball	wakeboarding	walk	walker	walking	water	polo	waterski	waterskier	waterskiing	weightlifter	weightlifting	weights	wetsuit	white	water	rafting	wicket	win	windsurfer	windsurfing	winner	winning	World	Cup	World	Series	wrestler	wrestling
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