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In	this	blog	post,	were	going	to	learn	how	to	draw	different	types	of	long	hair.	Youll	learn	how	to	choose	the	right	colors	to	go	along	with	the	different	hair	types	and	how	to	layer	the	colors.	To	achieve	that	final	realistic	hair	look	you	will	also	learn	how	to	use	a	craft	knife.	Choosing	colors	In	order	to	choose	your	colors,	you	need	to	look	at	your
reference	photo	and	take	some	time	to	observe	all	of	the	different	colors.	For	drawing	blonde	hair	you	will	need	quite	a	few	different	colors,	each	blonde	is	also	slightly	different.	Some	reference	photos	have	a	lighter	or	a	darker	blonde	and	some	may	have	warmer	tones	or	cooler	tones.	The	lighting	in	the	picture	can	also	change	the	color	quite	a	bit.
Take	your	time	to	observe	the	reference	photo	and	swatch	the	colors	you	see	to	help	you	choose	the	correct	color	pencils.	Layering	After	youve	chosen	your	colors	you	can	start	layering.	Start	with	the	lighter	colors	and	build	up	the	layers	color	by	color.	Use	your	reference	photo	to	help	you	decide	which	parts	to	color	with	each	color.	You	dont	need	to
make	smooth	layers	or	color	the	entire	area	because	you	want	to	create	texture	for	the	hair.	Make	quick	back	and	forth	pencil	strokes	in	the	direction	of	the	hairs.	Remember	to	also	pay	attention	to	value	as	well	as	the	right	colors.	Using	a	craft	knife	To	create	highlights	and	fly-away	hairs,	I	use	a	craft	knife.	The	one	in	the	picture	is	by	Sliceand	it	has
a	ceramic	blade.	This	blade	is	thicker	than	a	regular	craft	knife	so	you	can	create	thinner	or	thicker	lines	with	it	depending	on	the	angle	you	hold	the	knife.	If	its	your	first	time	using	a	craft	knife	for	this	technique	its	best	to	practice	this	on	another	piece	of	paper	first.	Youre	not	going	to	use	the	craft	knife	like	you're	going	to	cut	the	paper	but	you're
going	to	hold	it	at	an	angle	(I	hold	it	the	same	as	I	hold	a	pencil)	and	then	use	the	side	of	the	tip	of	the	blade	to	scrape	off	a	bit	of	the	colored	pencil	pigment.	You	dont	want	to	press	too	hard	but	just	gently	scrape	over	your	colored	pencil	layer	to	remove	some	of	the	pigment	and	create	a	highlight.	This	technique	requires	some	practice	but	as	with
everything,	the	more	you	practice	the	better	you	will	get	at	it.	This	technique	is	perfect	for	creating	those	fine	thin	details	and	will	give	your	drawing	a	more	realistic	look.	The	same	technique	is	used	for	all	the	different	hairstyles.	Draw	layer	by	layer	to	create	a	more	realistic	look.	With	each	layer,	use	the	craft	knife	where	needed.	Color	Examples
Take	a	look	at	the	examples	of	the	different	hairstyles,	I	have	listed	the	colors	used	for	each	reference	photo.	In	each	photo,	you	can	see	how	I	built	up	the	different	layers.	This	step	by	step	lesson	teaches	you	how	to	draw	hair	with	layers	of	rhythmic	lines	that	follow	the	direction	of	its	growth	and	styling.	When	we	draw	hair	we	use	a	different	color
pencil	technique	from	the	rest	of	our	portrait.	The	hair	is	constructed	with	layers	of	rhythmic	lines	that	follow	the	direction	of	its	growth	and	styling.	Click	on	the	flip	icon	to	view	It	is	best	to	start	drawing	the	hair	after	you	have	completed	the	skin	and	the	clothes.	As	the	hair	overlaps	both	these	features,	it	is	more	practical	to	draw	the	feathered
edges	of	the	hair	over	them.	This	will	give	your	drawing	a	more	natural	appearance.	The	main	problem	with	this	method	arises	when	the	light	hair	overlaps	a	darker	background.	For	example,	if	you	simply	draw	strands	of	hair	over	the	cardigan	using	light	color	pencils,	their	brightness	will	decrease	as	color	pencil	pigment	is	transparent	and	will	be
subdued	by	the	darker	background	color.	Our	way	around	this	is	to	use	a	sharpened	eraser	to	'etch'	feathered	hair	lines	of	white	into	the	clothes.	These	white	lines	will	pick	up	the	light	strokes	of	color	to	create	a	sharper	definition	against	their	darker	background.	(click	on	the	flip	icon	to	view)	Drawing	the	Hair	-	Step	1	Start	with	light	rhythmic	lines
When	we	begin	to	draw	the	main	body	of	the	hair,	we	start	by	hatching	strands	of	light	flowing	lines	that	follow	the	direction	of	its	growth	and	styling.	The	lines	in	the	hair	should	be	both	rhythmic	and	unhesitating,	drawn	with	a	degree	of	speed	and	confidence.	Drawing	the	Hair	-	Step	2	Build	up	the	hair	with	darker	lines	Next,	the	hair	is	built	up	step
by	step	in	layers,	starting	with	lighter	lines	then	gradually	introducing	darker	ones	to	add	color,	tone,	texture	and	form	to	the	strands	of	the	hair.	Drawing	the	Hair	-	Step	3	Intensify	the	color,	tone	and	texture	This	stage	is	really	a	repetition	of	the	previous	two.	Here	we	continue	to	establish	and	intensify	the	form,	tone	and	texture	of	the	hair	with	a
wider	range	of	light	and	dark	colors.	If	you	look	closely	at	someone's	hair,	you	will	not	see	one	single	color	such	as	brown,	black	or	blond.	What	you	usually	see	is	a	myriad	of	shades	and	tints	that	combine	to	form	the	overall	effect	of	the	hair.	In	this	case	we	have	applied	our	range	of	light	and	dark	color	pencils	in	dense	layers	of	lines	to	simulate	the
natural	depth	and	lustre	of	the	hair.	To	add	to	the	realism	and	complexity	of	the	hair	texture,	we	have	'drawn'	over	the	darker	sections	with	a	sharp	eraser	to	etch	some	light	lines	of	hair	over	the	top.	As	explained	in	our	earlier	remarks	about	the	transparency	of	color	pencils,	this	is	the	best	drawing	technique	for	applying	light	colors	over	dark.
Drawing	the	Hair	-	Step	4	Evenly	shade	a	neutral	background	Once	you	have	established	the	complex	surface	of	the	hair,	it	is	time	to	put	it	in	context	by	adding	a	background	color.	We	started	by	shading	a	neutral	background	color	that	would	not	jump	out	too	much.	As	our	background	is	not	too	dissimilar	from	the	color	of	the	hair,	it	has	the
advantage	of	blending	discreetly	where	they	meet.	Drawing	the	Hair	-	Step	5	Add	contrast	to	the	background	Although	there	are	some	advantages	in	the	color	we	chose	for	our	background,	it	tended	to	be	too	flat	and	in	need	of	more	contrast	to	increase	the	depth	of	the	image.	Consequently,	we	darkened	some	areas	of	the	background	and	lightened
the	edge	of	the	hair	to	strengthen	the	contrast	between	them.	Drawing	the	Hair	-	Step	6	Intensify	and	balance	the	tones	Finally,	as	with	most	drawings	that	are	built	up	over	a	period	of	time	with	different	sections	or	layers,	you	need	to	unify	and	balance	all	the	elements.	Here	we	have	intensified	some	of	the	darker	tones	to	increase	the	dramatic
impact	of	the	drawing	and	added	some	lighter	detail	to	enhance	the	depth	of	the	image.	Some	of	the	fine	hairs	on	the	surface,	which	are	too	light	and	delicate	to	draw	with	a	color	pencil,	have	been	scratched	into	the	drawing	using	a	pointed	scalpel	blade.	In	our	illustration	you	can	see	how	our	color	pencil	drawing	is	built	up	in	a	series	of	layers	that
gradually	refine	the	elements	of	line,	color,	tone	and	texture	to	create	a	convincing	representation	of	the	hair.	Color	Pencil	Portrait	Menu	Showcase	your	talent	and	win	big	in	Artists	Network	prestigious	art	competitions!	Discover	competitions	in	a	variety	of	media	and	enter	for	your	chance	to	win	cash	prizes,	publication	in	leading	art	magazines,
global	exposure,	and	rewards	for	your	hard	work.	Plus,	gain	valuable	feedback	from	renowned	jurors.	Let	your	passion	shine	through	-	enter	an	art	competition	today!	When	it	comes	to	creating	realistic	portraits	and	figures,	knowing	techniques	for	drawing	hair	including	different	lengths,	styles	and	texture	is	essential.	If	youre	a	beginner,	this	may
seem	like	a	daunting	challenge,	especially	since	this	task	can	take	longer	than	any	other	part	of	a	drawing.	Photo	courtesy	of	Getty	Images	However,	it	doesnt	have	to	be	difficult.	Below,	artist	Lee	Hammond,	breaks	down	fundamental	tips	for	drawing	hair	in	both	graphite	and	colored	pencil!	Pulled	straight	from	her	new	book,	Lee	Hammonds	All	New
Big	Book	of	Drawing,	these	realistic	drawing	techniques	will	have	you	drawing	hair	like	a	pro	in	no	time.	Enjoy!	Below	are	a	few	segment	drawings	that	show	different	types	of	hairstyles	and	textures.	Doing	small	studies	such	as	these	can	give	you	good	practice	with	various	techniques.	Selina	Quintanilla	Perez	by	Lee	Hammond,	graphite	on	smooth
bristol.	And	before	we	get	started,	here	are	some	essential	tips	for	drawing	hair:	The	pencil	strokes	always	replicate	the	hairs	direction	and	the	length.	The	color	of	the	hair	is	determined	by	how	dark	or	how	light	your	pencil	lines	are.	A	band	of	light	is	created	in	the	hair	anytime	there	is	a	curved	area.	You	will	see	it	in	curls	and	around	the
circumference	of	the	head.	Highlights	are	always	seen	on	rounded	or	protruding	areas.	Blend	the	paper	to	a	gray	tone	before	you	lift	highlights.	This	makes	them	look	like	they	are	on	the	outer	surface.	This	study	shows	how	curls	form	tubular	shapes	similar	to	a	cylinder.	Wherever	the	curls	protrude	the	most,	the	highlight	shows.	The	pencil	lines
create	the	texture	of	the	hair,	following	the	direction	the	hair	is	going.	The	highlights	are	lifted	with	the	same	type	of	quick	stroke.	You	can	tell	this	is	dark	hair	by	the	depth	of	the	tones.	This	study	shows	what	frizzy	or	permed	hair	looks	like.	The	curls	are	less	distinct	here	because	of	the	randomness	of	the	hair	direction	and	the	overlapping	of	hair
strands.	The	pencil	strokes	are	more	blended	out	because	of	the	frizzier	texture	of	the	hair.	This	hair	appears	much	lighter	than	the	previous	example.	In	layered	hair,	V	shapes	are	created	which	also	occurs	when	drawing	animal	fur,	feathers	and	flower	petals.	These	V	shapes	are	where	things	overlap	and	recede,	and	the	deep	V	of	darkness	gives	the
illusion	of	depth.	This	is	an	example	of	the	bands	of	light	areas	where	the	hair	is	curved,	such	as	in	bangs	and	around	the	head.	It	is	the	most	obvious	with	long,	smooth	hair.	There	are	many	different	types	of	hairstyles	and	textures.	These	quick	exercises	below	will	give	you	some	practice	with	some	of	the	most	common	styles.	Each	type	requires	a
different	approach.	The	texture	and	color	are	dependent	on	the	type	of	pencil	stroke	used	and	the	pressure	applied.	Materials	youll	need:	Drawing	paper	Kneaded	eraser	Mechanical	graphite	pencil	Stump	or	tortillion	1.	Lay	in	the	Shape	Start	your	drawing	by	laying	in	the	overall	shape	of	the	hairstyle	with	a	pencil.	2.	Apply	the	Darks	Next,	apply	dark
pencil	strokes	to	create	the	illusion	of	length.	Notice	the	bands	of	light.	This	is	where	the	hair	shows	curves.	3.	Blend,	Reapply	Darks	and	Lift	Then,	blend	the	drawing	with	a	stump	or	tortillion.	Reapply	the	dark	areas	using	firm	quick	strokes.	Lift	the	bands	of	light	with	a	kneaded	eraser.	1.	Lay	in	the	Shape	First,	draw	the	overall	shape	of	the
hairstyle.	Then,	use	long,	curved	pencil	strokes	to	create	the	shapes	of	the	curls.	2.	Build	up	the	Hair	Strands	Use	more	curved	lines	to	build	the	hair	strands	and	dark	areas	of	overlap.	3.	Blend	and	Lift	Blend	the	drawing	to	a	gray	tone.	Use	a	kneaded	eraser	to	lift	the	bands	of	light	out	of	each	curl.	Adding	color	to	the	mix	can	bring	your	drawings	of
people	to	life,	but	it	can	also	make	the	drawing	process	even	more	complex.	Its	important	to	note	that	drawing,	especially	portraits,	is	not	something	you	can	learn	in	a	day.	Drawing	people	accurately	takes	a	solid	understanding	of	anatomy	and	a	lot	of	practice.	So	be	prepared	to	do	a	lot	of	work	before	diving	in	and	trying	to	draw	the	favorite	people
in	your	life.	And,	as	noted	previously,	drawing	hair	correctly	is	a	big	part	of	being	able	to	draw	more	realistic	people.	Now	that	we	have	a	quick	lesson	on	drawing	hair	in	graphite	under	our	belt,	lets	learn	a	few	tips	for	drawing	hair	with	colored	pencil.	Portrait	by	Lee	Hammond,	colored	pencil	The	full-color	portrait,	above,	shows	how	reflective	color
can	be.	If	you	look	closely,	you	can	see	the	subtle	blue	tones	reflecting	onto	the	skin	and	hair	of	the	subject.	I	love	drawing	hair	and	all	of	the	waves	and	colors	being	reflected	throughout	it.	Before	we	get	started	with	a	few	mini	demonstrations,	lets	take	a	look	at	the	close-up	images	of	the	portrait,	which	show	different	hair	types	and	how	they	are
drawn.	By	viewing	them	up	close,	you	can	see	how	critical	the	pencil	strokes	are	to	creating	texture.	The	curves	and	waves	of	the	hair	were	done	with	long,	curved	pencil	strokes.	It	required	many	layers.	The	blue	and	orange	tones	were	added	on	top	with	a	burnished	approach.	This	shows	the	band	of	light,	where	the	hair	creates	a	tubular	shape.	This
occurs	when	long	hair	follows	a	curve,	and	the	protruding	areas	gather	light.	You	will	see	this	band	in	curls	where	the	hair	bends	as	well.	There	are	endless	styles,	textures	and	colors	when	it	comes	to	drawing	hair,	so	it	would	be	impossible	to	cover	them	all.	But	it	is	important	to	know	how	to	draw	as	many	different	types	as	possible	if	you	want	to
excel	at	portraiture.	These	quick	exercises	will	give	you	some	practice	with	two	common	types	of	hair:	long	and	wavy	hair,	and	short	and	curly	hair.	Materials	youll	need:	Paper	(regular	surface	bristol)	Colored	pencils:	Dark	Umber,	Light	Umber,	Peach,	Terra	Cotta	Kneaded	eraser	Mechanical	graphite	pencil	1.	Draw	the	Shapes	To	begin,	lightly	draw
the	shapes	of	the	hair	with	a	mechanical	pencil.	Then,	go	over	it	with	some	Dark	Umber	to	separate	the	layers	of	the	hair.	2.	Create	the	Hair	Strands	Next,	add	Light	Umber	to	the	hair,	and	then	deepen	the	dark	areas	with	Dark	Umber.	Leave	the	highlight	exposed.	Use	a	very	sharp	pencil	point	and	long,	quick	pencil	strokes	to	create	the	appearance
of	hair	strands.	3.	Deepen	and	Darken	After	you	draw	the	hair	strands,	use	Terra	Cotta	to	give	it	a	reddish	shine.	Then,	deepen	the	recessed	areas	with	Dark	Umber.	Leave	a	band	of	light	in	the	protruding	areas	so	the	hair	looks	curved	and	wavy.	1.	Draw	the	Shapes	and	Start	the	Skin	Tone	Lightly	draw	the	shapes	of	the	hairline,	ear	and	overall	shape
of	the	hair	with	mechanical	pencil.	Then,	lay	in	Peach	to	start	the	skin	tone.	When	drawing	very	short	hair,	take	the	skin	tone	up	into	the	hair	area.	2.	Build	Up	the	Hair	Apply	small,	circular	strokes	to	the	hair	area	with	Terra	Cotta.	Use	a	light	touch,	taking	it	out	into	the	skin	area	to	create	a	hairline.	3.	Continue	Layering	Layer	the	hair	with	Dark
Umber	over	Terra	Cotta.	Keep	it	lighter	on	the	outside	edge	where	the	light	comes	through	as	well	as	where	it	grows	out	of	the	hairline.	Fill	in	the	center	area	deepest	and	thickest.	From	short	to	long	and	curly,	drawing	hair	with	these	tips	will	make	your	drawings	more	realistic	and	accurate.	Practice	drawing	different	textures,	colors	and	lengths	to
perfect	your	hair	drawings.	Then,	combine	facial	features	with	your	drawings	to	create	realistic	portraiture!	Drawing	hair	is	the	first	step	to	creating	stunning	and	accurate	portrait	and	figure	drawings.	Understanding	how	hair	is	drawn	and	behaves	may	even	help	you	draw	animals!	The	possibilities	are	endless	with	Lee	Hammonds	essential	tips	for
drawing	hair.	Learn	more	about	portraiture	and	hair	drawing	with	a	video	workshop,	here.	Or,	check	out	Lee	Hammonds	work	for	more	inspiration	and	drawing	tips.	Other	related	content:	Page	2	Showcase	your	talent	and	win	big	in	Artists	Network	prestigious	art	competitions!	Discover	competitions	in	a	variety	of	media	and	enter	for	your	chance	to
win	cash	prizes,	publication	in	leading	art	magazines,	global	exposure,	and	rewards	for	your	hard	work.	Plus,	gain	valuable	feedback	from	renowned	jurors.	Let	your	passion	shine	through	-	enter	an	art	competition	today!	Painting	seascapes	can	present	unique	challenges	in	terms	of	creating	depth	and	perspective.	If	youre	looking	to	create	more
expansive	paintings	seascape	paintings,	here	are	five	things	to	pay	attention	to	in	your	work.	Follow	along	as	I	walk	you	through	how	to	apply	these	observations	to	a	seascape	painting.	Artists	Toolkit	OIL	PAINTS:	titanium	white,	yellow	ochre,	cadmium	yellow,	phthalo	blue,	quinacridone	magenta,	Utrecht	vivid	purple	deep	Paynes	gray	SURFACE:	9	x
12	Legion	Oil	Paper	BRUSHES:	#4	Filbert,	#12	Mop,	Makeup	Brush	ADDITIONAL:	Odorless	Solvent	and	Paper	Towels	Need	Supplies?	Buy	Them	Here!	Seascape	Painting	Demonstration	Reference	Image.	Credit:	Jess	Loiterton	via	Pixels.	1.	Perspective	Look	for	the	basic	perspective	lines.	In	this	example,	the	cresting	waves	are	parallel	with	the
shoreline.	If	the	waves	in	your	subject	arent	parallel	with	the	shore,	they	would	generally	be	parallel	with	each	other.	This	means	that	from	the	shoreline	to	the	horizon,	the	receding	rows	of	waves	would	share	a	common	vanishing	point.	Establish	general	lines	of	perspective.	2.	Color	and	Saturation	Pay	attention	to	color	temperature	and	saturation,
particularly	at	the	horizon.	The	sky	at	the	horizon	is	often	less	saturated	and	can	become	warmer,	depending	on	the	specific	lighting	situation.	In	this	case,	I	achieved	this	effect	by	scumbling	a	layer	of	light	orange	on	top	of	the	blue	base	layer.	The	water	at	the	horizon	often	appears	darker	than	it	is,	because	the	sky	is	relatively	light	in	value.
Comparing	this	to	the	darks	in	the	foreground,	I	made	the	dark	areas	in	the	cresting	waves	darker	and	more	saturated	as	they	advanced.	Focus	on	color	and	saturation	3.	Scale	The	next	element	to	focus	on	is	scale.	I	made	my	marks	bigger	in	the	foreground	and	smaller	and	tighter	as	they	receded.	When	working	on	an	ocean	surface,	keep	in	mind
that	youre	observing	a	plane	that	recedes	a	great	distance	while	only	accounting	for	a	short	vertical	distance	on	the	canvas.	In	the	reference	photo,	this	area	might	appear	somewhat	flat,	so	to	create	depth,	spend	time	observing	the	subtle	difference	in	the	scale	of	the	texture	as	the	waves	recede.	Introduce	scale	variation	in	your	brushwork	4.	Edges
The	horizon	line	is	sharp	in	the	reference	photo,	but	softening	it	helped	to	push	it	back.	By	contrast,	sharpening	the	edges	in	the	cresting	waves	brought	them	forward.	To	soften	the	horizon	line,	I	used	a	mop	brush	and	my	finger.	The	cresting	waves	in	the	foreground	were	created	by	pushing	down	into	the	base,	lifting	vertically,	and	lightly	dragging
toward	the	back	side	of	each	wave.	Softening	the	back	side	of	each	wave	further	helped	to	suggest	the	sea	spray	and	created	more	contrast	between	the	edges	in	the	painting.	Employ	strategic	edge	variation.	5.	Texture	and	Final	Details	Finally,	look	for	contrasting	textures	between	the	sand	and	water.	I	switched	to	a	palette	knife	to	emphasize	that
contrast	and	bring	the	sand	forward	by	creating	contrast	against	the	brush	strokes	in	the	water	and	sky.	Starting	with	the	highlights,	I	lightly	scraped	the	palette	knife	across	the	paper,	following	a	path	I	imagined	the	knife	would	take	if	it	were	conforming	to	the	undulating	surface	of	the	sand.	Contrast	textures	and	details	.	Try	this	demo	for	yourself
and	share	your	experience	in	the	comments	below!	What	are	some	of	the	things	you	look	for	when	creating	depth	in	seascapes?	This	article	contains	affiliate	links	that	help	us	earn	a	small	commission	from	purchases	at	no	additional	cost	to	you.	We	are	grateful	for	your	support.	Page	3	Showcase	your	talent	and	win	big	in	Artists	Network	prestigious
art	competitions!	Discover	competitions	in	a	variety	of	media	and	enter	for	your	chance	to	win	cash	prizes,	publication	in	leading	art	magazines,	global	exposure,	and	rewards	for	your	hard	work.	Plus,	gain	valuable	feedback	from	renowned	jurors.	Let	your	passion	shine	through	-	enter	an	art	competition	today!	In	this	simple	study,	we	practice
blending	in	oils.	For	any	oil	painter,	knowing	how	to	blend	your	paints	is	essential	for	controlling	edges	and	turning	forms.	Practice	your	blending	technique	by	following	along	with	this	5-step	tutorial,	creating	a	sky	gradient	with	4	basic	colors.	Ive	pre-mixed	these	colors	so	that	we	have	a	quick,	deliberate	study	to	avoid	fussing	over	the	process.
Artists	Toolkit	OIL	PAINTS:	titanium	white,	yellow	ochre,	phthalo	blue,	quinacridone	magenta,	Paynes	gray	SURFACE:	12	x	12	Primed	wood	panel	BRUSHES:	#4	Filbert,	#12	Mop,	Makeup	Brush	ADDITIONAL:	Odorless	Solvent	and	Paper	Towels	Need	Supplies?	Buy	Them	Here!	Blending	Demonstration	Step	1	Using	the	#4	Filbert,	I	lay	in	bands	of
colors,	leaving	small	gaps	between	each	band.	To	each	color,	Ive	added	a	minimum	amount	of	solvent	to	cover	the	width	of	the	panel	fluidly.	Step	1	Bands	of	Color	Step	2	With	a	paper	towel,	wipe	the	gap	between	the	bands	of	color.	This	removes	any	excess	oil	that	has	built	up	in	those	areas	and	starts	to	soften	the	transition	between	the	colors.	Step
2	Wipe	the	Gap	Step	3	With	the	filbert	brush,	use	short,	vertical	marks	to	bridge	the	gap	between	the	colors	in	the	sky	area.	Ive	wiped	the	brush	dry	before	this	step	and	take	several	passes,	adjusting	the	length	and	angle	of	the	marks	to	smooth	the	transition.	Step	3:	Bridge	the	Gap	Step	4	Switch	to	the	mop	brush	for	step	4,	using	gentile	marks	to
soften	the	transition	between	colors	further.	Throughout	this	step,	use	a	paper	towel	or	rag	to	remove	paint	that	has	built	up	on	the	brush.	Step	4:	Mop	Brush	Step	5	Finish	blending	with	a	makeup	brush	to	soften	the	transition	further.	The	study	is	completed	using	the	filbert	brush	to	bring	the	ground	plane	up	to	meet	the	sky	with	a	sharp	edge.	Step
5:	Makeup	Brush	Completing	a	simple	study	like	this	is	a	great	way	to	improve	your	technique	for	blending	in	oils.	The	objective	was	to	work	quickly	and	confidently	and	avoid	fussing	over	the	process.	I	can	see	in	the	results	that	the	gradation	is	not	perfect,	but	thats	part	of	the	learning	process!	Ill	try	this	exercise	repeatedly	to	gradually	improve	my
technique	and	trust	that	over	time,	Ill	achieve	greater	control	and	confidence!	This	article	contains	affiliate	links	that	help	us	earn	a	small	commission	from	purchases	at	no	additional	cost	to	you.	We	are	grateful	for	your	support.	Page	4	Showcase	your	talent	and	win	big	in	Artists	Network	prestigious	art	competitions!	Discover	competitions	in	a
variety	of	media	and	enter	for	your	chance	to	win	cash	prizes,	publication	in	leading	art	magazines,	global	exposure,	and	rewards	for	your	hard	work.	Plus,	gain	valuable	feedback	from	renowned	jurors.	Let	your	passion	shine	through	-	enter	an	art	competition	today!	Are	you	looking	to	quickly	express	your	creative	visions	and	capture	the	emotion	of	a
moment?	Who	better	than	a	courtroom	artist	to	talk	about	sketching	quickly?	This	article	investigates	five	essential	tools:	oil	pastels,	clutch	pencils,	charcoal	sticks,	brush	pens,	and	toned	mixed	media	paper,	to	help	hone	your	practice.	When	cameras	are	prohibited	in	a	courtroom,	works	created	by	courtroom	artists	bring	key	moments	in	the	trial	to
life	as	a	complement	to	the	written	record.	From	the	solemn	atmosphere	of	a	courtroom	to	its	intense	moments,	courtroom	artists	capture	it	all	as	they	translate	complex	legal	proceedings	into	lasting	images.	Courtroom	artists	work	quickly	and	need	materials	that	make	it	possible.	There	is	no	set	toolkit	that	all	artists	work	with,	but	here	are	five
common	materials	that	are	frequently	used.	Learn	more	about	the	lives	of	a	working	courtroom	artists	in	this	article.	5	Tools	For	Capturing	the	Moment	Quickly	Artists	can	work	quickly	and	efficiently	with	oil	pastels,	perfect	for	indoor	environments	like	a	courtroom	due	to	their	lack	of	solvents	or	odors.	These	Sennelier	pastels	are	a	great	choice,	with
a	unique	formulation	of	premium	pigments	combined	with	a	pure	synthetic	binding	medium	and	mineral	wax.	They	are	long-lasting	and	have	an	excellent	pigment	load!	Clutch	pencils	offer	a	unique	drawing	experience.	Unlike	traditional	wooden	pencils	that	need	to	be	continually	sharpened	as	the	lead	is	used	up	no	mess	from	shavings!	Quick
working	artists	will	appreciate	this	iconic	tool	for	its	convenience	and	speed	of	use.	For	creative	artists	looking	to	develop	their	drawing	and	sketching	skills,	Generals	Primo	Euro	Blend	Compressed	Charcoal	Sticks	are	the	ideal	choice.	Each	set	includes	four	distinct	materials	Extra	Soft	3B;	Soft	B;	Medium	HB,	and	White	providing	a	quick	way	to
achieve	a	range	of	values.	Brush	pens,	like	this	Pentel	Pocket	Brush	Pen,	are	ideal	for	creating	fine	to	broad	lines	with	a	single	brushstroke.	Portable	and	refillable	with	permanent	pigment	ink,	its	perfect	for	quick,	expressive,	and	dynamic	marks.	Some	courtroom	sketch	artists	prefer	to	work	on	toned	paper,	selecting	a	tone	that	reflects	the	colors
and	light	of	the	courtroom.	Toned	mixed	media	paper,	like	these	products	from	Strathmore,	allows	artists	to	work	in	a	variety	of	media,	and	build	both	lights	and	darks	easily.	What	would	you	add	to	this	list?	Leave	a	note	in	the	comments!	This	post	contains	affiliate	links.	We	may	earn	from	qualifying	purchases.	For	tips	on	how	to	put	these	to	best
use,	feel	free	to	check	out	the	following:	When	it	comes	to	drawing,	one	of	the	most	challenging	aspects	can	be	capturing	the	realistic	texture	of	hair.	However,	with	the	right	techniques	and	a	set	of	colored	pencils,	you	can	create	stunning	hair	illustrations.	In	this	step-by-step	guide,	we	will	walk	you	through	the	process	of	drawing	hair	using	colored
pencils.	Colored	pencils	(a	variety	of	shades)Pencil	sharpenerDrawing	paperEraserReference	photo	of	hair	Begin	by	lightly	sketching	the	shape	of	the	head	and	the	basic	hairline	using	a	pencil.	This	will	serve	as	your	foundation	for	the	hair	drawing.Step	2:	Layer	the	Base	ColorsSelect	a	mid-tone	color	from	your	colored	pencil	set	and	start	filling	in	the
larger	areas	of	the	hair.	Use	light,	even	strokes,	following	the	direction	of	the	hair	strands.	Remember	to	keep	your	colored	pencil	strokes	smooth	and	consistent.Step	3:	Build	Depth	with	LayeringTo	create	depth	and	dimension,	layer	different	shades	of	colored	pencils	on	top	of	each	other.	Start	with	the	lighter	shades	and	gradually	work	your	way
towards	the	darker	ones.	Remember	to	blend	the	colors	together	using	gentle	strokes	or	a	blending	pencil	to	create	a	seamless	transition.Step	4:	Add	Highlights	and	ShadowsTo	make	the	hair	look	more	realistic,	incorporate	highlights	and	shadows.	Use	a	white	colored	pencil	or	an	eraser	to	add	highlights	where	the	light	hits	the	hair.	For	shadows,
use	darker	shades	of	colored	pencils	to	create	depth	and	volume.Step	5:	Refine	the	DetailsPay	attention	to	the	smaller	details	of	the	hair,	such	as	individual	strands	or	flyaways.	Use	a	sharpened	colored	pencil	to	add	these	details,	making	sure	to	maintain	the	direction	of	the	hair	flow.Step	6:	Finalize	the	DrawingTake	a	step	back	and	assess	your
drawing.	Make	any	necessary	adjustments	or	additions	to	ensure	the	overall	look	is	cohesive.	Once	you	are	satisfied	with	the	result,	you	can	erase	any	remaining	pencil	lines	and	refine	any	areas	that	need	more	attention.By	following	these	step-by-step	instructions,	you	should	be	able	to	draw	beautiful	hair	using	colored	pencils.	Remember,	practice
makes	perfect,	so	keep	experimenting	with	different	techniques	and	reference	photos	to	further	enhance	your	skills.	Happy	drawing!Quanto	stato	utile	questo	articolo?0Vota	per	primo	questo	articolo!	Download	Article	Download	Article	Adding	realistic	hair	to	a	portrait	can	make	it	come	to	life.	It's	totally	understandable	if	you're	feeling	intimidated,
but	we've	got	you	covered!	We'll	help	you	break	the	process	down	into	manageable	steps	and	add	details	one	layer	at	a	time	to	achieve	realistic-looking	hair	in	your	drawings.	Read	on	for	a	detailed	guide	on	outlining,	sketching,	shading,	highlighting,	and	more.	1Draw	the	outline	of	the	head.	Its	hard	to	draw	hair	accurately	without	at	least	the	outline
of	the	head.	You	need	to	see	how	the	hair	flows	in	relation	to	the	head	as	youre	drawing.	Use	a	reference	photo	and	draw	the	outline	of	the	persons	head,	including	the	top	and	sides	(even	if	theyre	covered	by	hair).	To	draw	a	head	without	a	reference	photo,	sketch	an	oval	thats	narrower	at	the	bottom.	Make	sure	you	leave	enough	room	on	the	page
for	the	ends	of	the	hair.[1]You	can	adjust	the	shape	of	the	chin	later	after	you	draw	the	hair.	2Sketch	the	outline	of	the	hair.	Start	at	the	top	of	the	head	and	draw	the	top	and	sides	of	the	hair	around	it.	Leave	some	space	between	the	hair	and	the	head	since	hair	has	volume	and	isnt	perfectly	flat.	Then,	draw	the	flow	of	the	hair	as	it	cascades	down	past
the	face	and	around	where	the	neck	and	shoulders	would	be.[2]The	exact	shape	of	the	outline	will	depend	on	the	style	of	the	hair	youre	drawing.	For	straight	long	hair,	draw	a	straight	line	on	each	side	of	the	hair,	running	from	the	top	of	the	hair	to	the	ends.	For	wavy	hair,	use	wavy	lines	to	draw	the	sides	of	the	hairthe	bigger	you	make	the	wavy	lines,
the	looser	the	hair	waves	will	look.	For	curly	hair,	just	draw	the	outlines	of	the	curls	around	the	top,	sides,	and	ends	of	the	hair.	Dont	worry	about	drawing	all	of	the	individual	curls	yet.	Advertisement	3Divide	the	hair	into	distinct	sections.	Look	for	visible	pieces	of	hair	that	are	clumped	together	or	overlapping	other	sections	of	hair,	and	draw	these
sections	within	the	outline	to	define	them.	Hair	has	different	layersthe	layers	in	the	back	may	only	be	partially	visible	behind	the	layers	in	the	front.	Textured	or	layered	hair	will	have	more	visible	sections.	Hair	thats	flat	and	straight	will	have	less.[3]If	youre	drawing	curly	hair,	the	individual	sections	of	hair	will	be	really	defined.	Outline	each	of	the
curls	within	the	hair.4Outline	the	highlights	in	the	hair.	If	youre	using	a	model	or	reference	photo,	look	to	see	where	the	light	hits	the	hair.	If	youre	not,	youll	need	to	decide	where	the	light	is	coming	from	in	your	drawing.	For	example,	if	its	on	the	left	side	of	your	figure,	the	highlights	would	fall	on	the	left	side	of	the	hair,	and	the	right	side	would	have
more	shadows.	Outline	the	shapes	of	the	visible	highlights	in	the	hair.	Defining	them	now	will	make	it	easier	to	give	the	hair	a	realistic	tone	and	value	later	on.[4]For	example,	maybe	the	light	is	shining	down	on	your	figure,	and	the	hair	on	the	top	of	their	head	is	reflecting	the	light.	Look	at	the	basic	shape	that	this	reflected	light	makes	on	the	hair,
and	draw	an	outline	of	it	in	your	drawing.	The	shape	doesnt	need	to	be	perfect.	Youll	just	use	this	as	a	reference	later.The	exact	size	and	shape	of	the	highlights	will	vary	depending	on	the	position	and	intensity	of	the	light	in	your	drawing.	The	more	intense	the	light	is,	the	bigger	the	highlights	will	be.	Generally,	highlights	appear	in	thick,	distinct
sections,	and	the	shapes	flow	in	the	same	direction	as	the	hair.Tip:	If	youre	using	a	reference	photo,	you	can	upload	it	to	a	free	image	editing	software	and	posterize	it	or	increase	the	contrast.	This	will	make	the	highlights	and	shadows	in	the	hair	more	visible.	5Shade	in	the	hair	around	the	highlights.	Start	by	lightly	shading	in	all	of	the	hair.	Use	the
edge	of	your	pencil	so	the	shading	is	blended	and	uniform.	Dont	draw	individual	strands	of	hair	yet.	Then,	go	over	the	darker	parts	of	the	hair	again,	like	any	shadows	at	the	roots	or	dark	areas	where	pieces	of	hair	overlap.	Shading	in	the	hair	will	help	add	dimension	and	make	it	look	more	real.[5]Use	different	grades	of	pencils	if	you	have	them.	For
example,	you	could	use	an	8B	for	the	darkest	shadows,	a	6B	for	medium-range	shadows,	and	a	4B	for	everything	else.	Youll	be	able	to	create	better	contrast	using	a	range	of	pencils.6Draw	individual	strands	throughout	the	hair	to	add	texture.	Working	on	one	section	of	the	hair	at	a	time,	draw	individual	strands	in	the	direction	that	the	hair	flows.
Start	at	the	roots	and	draw	the	strands	to	the	ends	of	the	hair.	Press	down	harder	at	darker	sections	of	the	hair,	and	lift	up	on	your	pencil	as	you	go	over	the	highlights.[6]Use	a	kneaded	eraser	to	add	more	highlights	if	the	hair	starts	to	get	too	dark.	Flatten	the	eraser	and	swipe	the	tip	across	the	page	to	make	thin,	white	strands	in	the	hair.
[7]7Continue	adding	layers	of	individual	strands.	Once	youve	added	one	layer	of	strands,	go	back	over	the	hair	and	add	a	second,	and	a	third,	and	so	on.	Continuing	adding	more	layers	until	you	achieve	the	level	of	realism	youre	aiming	for.[8]	Advertisement	1Sketch	the	outline	of	the	head.	Youll	have	an	easier	time	drawing	the	hair	if	you	can	use	the
head	as	a	reference	point.	Find	a	reference	photo	and	draw	the	outline	of	the	persons	head.	If	you	dont	want	to	use	a	reference	photo,	draw	an	oval	thats	narrower	at	the	bottom	than	it	is	as	the	top.	Dont	worry	about	making	the	outline	of	the	head	perfectyou	can	adjust	it	later.[9]2Draw	the	basic	shape	of	the	hair	on	the	head.	Outline	the	sides	of	the
hair,	the	top	of	the	hair,	and	the	hairline.	End	the	sides	of	the	hair	about	halfway	down	the	face.	Leave	a	small	gap	between	the	hair	and	the	head	to	give	the	hair	some	volume.[10]The	right	way	to	draw	the	outline	will	depend	on	the	hairstyle.	If	the	hair	is	longer	on	the	top	than	on	the	sides,	outline	the	shorter	hair	on	the	sides	of	the	head	so	the	tops
of	the	outlines	are	in	line	with	the	parts	in	the	hair.	Then,	draw	the	outline	of	the	longer	hair	on	top	of	the	head.	If	youre	drawing	short	hair	thats	the	same	length	all	around,	just	draw	one	connected	outline	since	there	wont	be	any	noticeable	parts	in	the	hair.	If	youre	drawing	curly	short	hair,	draw	the	outlines	of	the	curls	around	the	top	and	sides	of
the	head,	but	dont	draw	the	individual	curls	within	the	hair	yet.3Draw	outlines	around	the	highlighted	portions	of	the	hair.	Look	at	your	reference	photo	to	see	where	the	light	falls	on	the	hair.	If	youre	not	using	a	reference	photo,	youll	need	to	decide	where	the	light	is	shining	in	your	drawing.	Once	youve	identified	the	highlights	in	the	hair,	draw	a
light	outline	around	them	so	you	remember	to	leave	those	areas	white	later	on.[11]For	example,	there	may	be	a	band-shaped	highlight	that	wraps	around	the	top	of	the	hair	near	the	roots.	Or,	if	the	light	is	shining	on	the	front	of	your	figure,	there	may	be	a	lot	of	highlights	scattered	throughout	the	front	of	the	hair.	The	exact	shape	and	size	of	the
highlights	will	depend	on	how	strong	the	light	is	and	where	its	positioned.	The	stronger	and	closer	the	light,	the	bigger	the	highlights	will	be.4Shade	in	everything	except	for	the	highlights.	Use	the	edge	of	your	pencil	to	lightly	shade	in	the	outline	of	the	hair,	leaving	the	outlined	highlights	white.	Make	the	shading	smooth	and	blendedyou	dont	want	to
draw	individual	strands	of	hair	yet.	Then,	go	back	over	the	shadows	in	the	hair	to	make	them	darker.	Hair	is	usually	darker	by	the	roots,	and	there	may	be	shadows	where	pieces	of	the	hair	overlap.	Continue	to	shade	in	the	hair	until	youve	captured	all	of	the	different	values.[12]Try	using	different	grade	pencils,	like	8B,	6B,	and	4B,	to	help	you	capture
all	of	the	different	values	in	the	hair.[13]5Draw	clusters	of	hair	throughout	the	outline.	A	lot	of	shorter	hair	has	thick,	distinct	pieces	throughout	it,	particularly	on	the	top.	If	the	hair	is	brushed	back,	draw	these	pieces	of	hair	coming	up	and	away	from	the	hairline.	If	the	hair	is	brushed	forward,	start	at	the	top	of	the	head	and	draw	the	pieces	of	hair
coming	down	toward	the	hairline	and	over	the	forehead.	Some	of	the	pieces	will	overlap.	Some	of	them	might	be	thicker	than	others,	and	some	of	them	might	stick	out	straight	or	curl	to	the	side.[14]If	you're	drawing	textured,	curly,	or	wavy	hair,	there	will	be	more	clusters	of	hair	throughout	the	outline.6Sketch	individual	strands	of	hair	within	the
pieces.	Choose	a	piece	of	hair	and	place	your	pencil	at	the	root.	Then,	draw	a	strand	of	hair	extending	from	the	root	to	the	end	of	the	piece	using	a	smooth,	fluid	motion.	If	you	pass	over	a	shadow	in	the	hair,	press	harder	on	your	pencil	and	make	that	section	of	the	strand	thicker.	When	you	go	over	a	highlighted	portion	of	the	hair,	lift	up	on	your	pencil
so	that	area	remains	mostly	white.	Continue	drawing	strands	like	this	until	youve	filled	up	the	piece	youre	working	on.	Then	move	on	to	the	next	piece.	Keep	doing	this	until	every	piece	of	hair	is	filled	in.[15]This	part	of	the	process	will	take	the	longest.	Work	on	one	piece	of	hair	at	a	time	so	its	easier	to	keep	track	of	your	progress.7Touch	up	the
highlights	and	shadows.	Once	youve	filled	in	all	of	the	pieces	of	hair,	use	a	kneaded	eraser	to	carefully	touch	up	any	highlights	that	lost	their	brightness	while	you	were	drawing.	You	can	also	use	your	pencil	to	shade	in	any	shadows	in	the	hair	so	theyre	darker,	which	will	also	help	the	highlights	pop.[16]To	become	better	at	drawing	read	plenty	of
books	about	art.[17]Find	someone	who	can	help	you	to	develop	an	artist's	eye.[18][19]	Advertisement	Add	New	Question	Question	Do	I	have	to	use	a	pencil,	or	can	I	use	something	else?	You	can	use	anything	you'd	like	to	draw	hair,	including	pencils,	pens,	colored	pencils,	and	charcoal.	Pencils	are	great	for	those	who	are	just	learning,	because	they
are	the	easiest	to	erase.	Question	How	are	people	able	to	draw	so	well?	It's	a	combination	of	talent,	training	and	practice.	But	it's	more	practice	and	training	than	anything	else.	With	training	and	plenty	of	practice,	you	will	eventually	get	you	used	to	drawing	complex	shapes	and	styles,	along	with	shading	and	highlights.	No	tutorial	can	replace	the
amount	of	practice	needed	to	draw	well.	Accept	that	it	takes	a	lot	of	effort	and	time	to	learn	and	you	won't	get	frustrated	so	easily.	Question	Should	I	draw	every	strand?	No.	Drawing	every	strand	will	take	a	very	long	time	and	it	is	not	worth	it.	It	could	also	make	your	drawing	look	messy.	Instead,	try	drawing	the	complete	body	of	hair,	and	then	add	a
strands	to	make	it	look	realistic.	See	more	answers	Ask	a	Question	Advertisement	Thanks	The	advice	in	this	section	is	based	on	the	lived	experiences	of	wikiHow	readers	like	you.	If	you	have	a	helpful	tip	youd	like	to	share	on	wikiHow,	please	submit	it	in	the	field	below.	Use	different	colors	to	give	the	hair	a	realistic	feel!	You	might	have	to	play	around
and	experiment	with	a	few,	but	soon	you'll	get	the	perfect	color!	I	sometimes	moisten	a	Q-tip	and	use	it	to	"paint"	over	dark	areas	to	make	them	darker.	Use	your	thumb	or	another	finger	to	gently	smear	harsher	lines	for	a	smoother	effect.	Advertisement	Co-authored	by:	Portrait	Artist	&	Educator	This	article	was	co-authored	by	Rene	Plevy	and	by
wikiHow	staff	writer,	Kyle	Hall.	Rene	Plevy	is	an	Internationally	Acclaimed	Portrait	Artist	from	New	York/Palm	Beach	who	has	painted	The	Grand	Dames	of	Palm	Beach	and	various	celebrities	and	community	leaders.	With	over	50	years	of	experience,	Rene	specializes	in	painting	realistically	in	oil	and	capturing	the	soul	of	the	person.	She	has	studied
under	internationally	renowned	portrait	artists	John	Howard	Sanden,	David	Leffel,	Robert	Beverly	Hale,	Clyde	Smith,	and	Leonid	Gervits.	Rene	is	featured	in	over	68	shows	and	galleries	including	a	one-woman	museum	show	at	the	Paterson	Museum.	She	has	garnered	numerous	awards	including	Artist	of	the	Year	from	The	Bloomfield	Art	League	and
First	Prize	from	the	Boca	Raton	Museum	Artists	Guild.	Rene	has	even	painted	a	portrait	of	celebrity,	Vanilla	Ice.	She	also	teaches	at	the	Boca	Raton	Museum	Art	School	-	formerly	at	SVA	in	Manhattan.	This	article	has	been	viewed	976,363	times.	Co-authors:	56	Updated:	March	10,	2025	Views:976,363	Categories:	Drawing	Body	Parts	PrintSend	fan
mail	to	authors	Thanks	to	all	authors	for	creating	a	page	that	has	been	read	976,363	times.	"I	read	this	article	and	my	drawing	went	straight	from	bald	to	beautiful!	I	didn't	even	fully	use	the	technique	and	yet	it	looks	amazing.	Thank	you	so	much!"..."	more	Share	your	story	If	theres	one	thing	that	used	to	intimidate	me	every	time	I	sat	down	to	draw,	it
was	hair.	Its	wild,	unpredictable,	and	somehow	always	looks	either	too	flat	or	too	stringy	if	youre	not	careful.	But	over	time,	and	after	a	lot	of	practice,	frustration,	and	smudged	paper,	I	figured	out	a	process	that	works	for	me.	And	today,	Im	sharing	it	with	you.	Whether	youre	working	in	graphite	or	colored	pencil,	drawing	realistic	hair	doesnt	require
magic.	It	just	takes	patience,	layering,	and	a	good	eye	for	values	(yep,	those	lights,	darks,	and	midtones	matter).	Ill	walk	you	through	my	five	go-to	steps	for	both	graphite	and	colored	pencils.	Lets	tackle	this	hairy	situation	together.	Graphite	is	super	forgiving,	which	is	why	its	great	for	practicing	hair	texture	and	value.	Plus,	you	dont	have	to	worry
about	color	mixing;	just	focus	on	light	and	shadow.	Begin	with	a	super	light	outline	of	the	hairs	flow	and	shape.	Dont	try	to	draw	every	strand;	just	map	out	the	general	direction.	Think	of	it	like	plotting	a	roadmap	for	where	the	hairs	going	to	go.	I	usually	squint	at	my	reference	photo	during	this	stage	so	I	can	focus	on	the	big	shapes,	not	the	details.	A
soft	2H	or	HB	pencil	works	great	here;	something	that	wont	leave	harsh	lines.	Once	the	sketch	is	down,	start	blocking	in	the	darkest	areas	lightly.	Look	for	where	the	hair	clumps	together	or	where	shadows	fall	(behind	the	ears,	under	layers,	at	the	roots).	Use	small,	controlled	pencil	strokes	that	follow	the	direction	of	the	hair	flow.	And	dont	press	too
hard;	youll	go	darker	later,	but	you	cant	easily	lift	off	graphite	if	its	pressed	into	the	paper.	The	goal	is	to	shade	uniformly	to	give	your	drawing	volume,	and	then	blend	with	a	Q-tip	to	smooth.	Heres	where	things	start	to	pop.	Switch	to	a	softer	pencil,	like	a	4B	or	6B,	and	deepen	those	shadow	areas.	The	trick?	Dont	just	scribble.	Instead,	layer	your
strokes	gradually	and	stay	consistent	with	your	pressure.	I	like	to	use	a	blending	stump	(or	even	a	cotton	swab)	to	soften	these	dark	sections	slightly.	It	creates	that	silky	look	without	making	everything	blurry.	Try	to	keep	the	darkest	values	right	next	to	your	lightest	highlights	for	contrast;	thats	what	creates	that	realistic	depth.	Midtones	are	the
bridge	between	your	shadows	and	highlights.	I	usually	go	back	to	an	HB	or	2B	pencil	and	layer	over	the	entire	section	of	hair,	being	careful	not	to	cover	my	highlights.	However,	if	you	do	cover	the	highlights,	dont	freak.	You	can	erase	those	later	on	with	a	kneadable	eraser.	This	is	also	when	I	start	adding	in	texture:	tiny	flyaways,	subtle	changes	in
direction,	a	few	wispy	strands.	Dont	overdo	it,	though.	Less	is	more	when	it	comes	to	fine	details.	For	finishing	touches,	I	use	a	kneaded	eraser	to	lift	out	highlights.	I	press	and	twist	it	into	tiny	points	to	get	those	clean	strands	of	light,	especially	where	the	hair	curves	or	reflects	the	most.	Sometimes	I	even	go	back	in	with	a	mechanical	pencil	for	crisp
strands	over	dark	areas.	That	contrast	gives	the	hair	movement	and	realism.	Pro	Tip:	Real	hair	isnt	perfect.	Add	slight	irregularities,	vary	the	width	of	strands,	and	resist	the	urge	to	make	everything	symmetrical.	That	messy	bit?	Thats	probably	the	part	thatll	make	it	feel	the	most	real.	Colored	pencils	add	a	whole	new	layer	of	complexity	(literally).
But	they	also	let	you	create	beautiful,	rich	hair	that	feels	alive.	Youll	need	a	bit	more	patience	here,	but	the	payoff	is	worth	it.	Just	like	with	graphite,	start	with	a	light	sketch	of	the	hairs	shape	and	direction.	Use	a	hard	colored	pencil	like	a	light	grey	or	peach	(depending	on	hair	color)	to	avoid	harsh	outlines	that	are	hard	to	blend	later.	Get	the
movement	right	early,	and	youll	thank	yourself	later.	Pick	23	shades	that	match	the	hairs	undertones.	For	blonde	hair,	it	might	be	cream,	ochre,	and	light	brown.	For	black	hair,	start	with	dark	blue,	grey,	and	black.	Always	work	from	light	to	dark.	Use	light	pressure	and	small	strokes	that	follow	the	hairs	direction.	I	call	this	the	underpainting	stage;	it
sets	the	stage	for	everything	to	come.	Note:	In	this	tutorial,	I	was	limited	to	only	12	colored	pencils,	with	one	or	two	usable.	Hence,	my	illustration	may	look	a	little	different.	Now	its	time	to	go	darker.	Choose	richer	shades	to	deepen	your	shadows;	think	burnt	umber,	sepia,	or	dark	grey.	Use	a	layering	technique	to	build	up	that	depth	without
flattening	the	color.	The	key	is	to	keep	your	strokes	in	the	direction	of	the	hair	flow	and	vary	your	pencil	pressure.	Lighter	in	the	midtones,	firmer	in	the	shadows.	Fun	fact:	Studies	on	visual	perception	(like	the	ones	by	Margaret	Livingstone	at	Harvard)	show	that	our	eyes	are	naturally	drawn	to	edges	and	contrasts.	Thats	why	nailing	your	shadows
and	highlights	makes	such	a	huge	difference	in	realism.	Heres	where	your	drawing	really	starts	to	come	alive.	Add	your	midtones	by	layering	more	color	in	the	areas	between	the	darkest	shadows	and	brightest	highlights.	Use	a	burnishing	pencil,	colorless	blender,	or	just	layer	lightly	until	the	tones	transition	smoothly.	Be	careful	not	to	wax	up	the
paper	too	fast;	you	still	want	to	add	detail	later.	I	like	to	alternate	colors	in	thin	layers	rather	than	pressing	hard	all	at	once.	It	gives	a	much	richer	finish.	To	finish,	go	back	and	redefine	individual	strands	or	tiny	flyaways	with	a	sharp	pencil.	This	is	your	detail	pass;	think	of	it	like	sharpening	a	photo	after	editing.	For	highlights,	I	either	use	a	white
colored	pencil	or	gently	lift	color	with	a	precision	eraser.	You	can	even	scratch	highlights	into	the	waxy	surface	with	a	craft	knife	(very	carefully!)	if	youre	feeling	brave.	Pro	Tip:	Keep	a	scrap	piece	of	paper	under	your	drawing	hand	to	avoid	smudging.	Colored	pencil	is	notorious	for	turning	your	hard	work	into	a	blurry	mess	if	youre	not	careful.	If	you
want	more	tips	on	drawing	faces,	eyes,	and	portraits,	check	out;	Alternatively,	you	can	join	my	email	community	for	updates.	I	share	new	tutorials	and	drawing	challenges	every	week!	Drawing	realistic	hair	isnt	about	copying	every	strand.	Instead,	its	about	understanding	the	flow,	layering	your	values,	and	being	patient.	Whether	youre	using	graphite
or	colored	pencils,	the	same	rules	apply:	light	to	dark,	slow	and	steady,	and	always	follow	the	hairs	movement.	And	dont	beat	yourself	up	if	your	first	tries	dont	look	perfect.	Ive	got	sketchbooks	full	of	hair	that	looks	like	straw,	spaghetti,	or	worse.	But	each	drawing	taught	me	something.	Youll	get	there	too.	If	you	try	these	steps,	Id	love	to	hear	how	it
goes,	or	better	yet,	see	your	work!	If	you	work	with	colored	pencil	for	any	length	of	time,	chances	are	good	youll	be	drawing	hair	at	some	point.	Being	able	to	create	beautiful,	realistic-looking	hair	is	a	must.	.	.	but	how	do	you	get	it	right?Well	before	we	get	to	specific	examples,	here	are	a	few	general	tips	that	apply	to	all	types	of	hair.	Keep	these	in
mind:	Begin	with	light	pressure	and	increase	pressure	with	each	layer.	Preserve	highlights	in	the	early	layers.	Always,	always,	always	begin	at	the	root	and	stroke	in	the	direction	of	hair	growth.	Stroke	the	full	length	of	the	hair,	working	around	the	highlights.	Decrease	pressure	as	you	move	toward	the	tip	of	the	hair.	Use	heavier	pressure	in	the
shadows	between	hair	groups.	Layer	several	colors	to	build	color	and	value.	Let	your	colored	pencils	do	most	of	the	work!Now,	Im	going	to	demonstrate	how	to	draw	four	types	of	hair.	Please	note,	Im	using	animal	samples	as	illustrations,	but	the	principles	DO	work	exactly	the	same	for	human	hair	as	well.1.	Drawing	short,	neat	hair	As	with	any
drawing,	draw	in	the	overall	shape	of	the	hair	first.	Lightly	sketch	in	the	highlights,	and	then	begin	your	shading	with	light	pressure	and	directional	strokes	following	the	direction	of	hair	growth.Work	around	the	highlights,	but	make	sure	the	edges	are	not	abrupt	or	neat.	After	the	middle	values	are	well	established,	begin	working	the	highlights	with
lighter	versions	of	the	basic	color	in	the	highlights,	but	also	use	lighter	colors.	For	brown	hair,	consider	Sand,	Beige,	White,	and	Jasmine.	For	black,	use	light	blues,	lavenders,	and	white.Heres	a	close-up	of	how	I	draw	highlights	and	darker	areas	for	shorter-length	hair:2.	Drawing	long	straight	hair	Long	hair	isnt	that	much	different	than	short	hair.
The	length	of	strokes	makes	all	the	difference.	Avoid	short,	overlapping	strokes	as	much	as	possible.	Start	at	the	root	and	stroke	all	the	way	to	the	ends	of	the	hair	in	the	gaps	between	the	main	hair	groups.Be	aware	of	the	curvature	of	the	structure	from	which	the	hair	grows.	In	the	example	above,	the	ponys	neck	is	curved	to	the	side.	The	hair	falls
like	a	curtain	around	that	curve.Likewise,	long,	straight	hair	falling	from	a	head	will	fall	like	a	curtain	around	the	shape	of	the	skull.In	both	cases,	proper	placement	of	highlights	and	shadows	emphasizes	curves	and	adds	realism.Dont	forget	the	reflected	highlights,	especially	if	your	subject	is	outside.	A	light	blue	mixed	with	strokes	of	white	and
blended	with	lighter	hair	color	gives	the	hair	depth	and	mass.	In	this	portrait,	I	used	a	combination	of	blues	and	light	lavenders	to	stroke	in	the	reflected	highlights	along	the	top	of	the	neck.3.	Drawing	long	flowing	hair	The	biggest	difference	between	neat,	straight	hair	and	flowing	hair	is	the	movement.	While	it	can	look	intimidating,	its	easier	than
you	might	think.As	with	the	other	types	of	hair,	the	first	step	is	a	basic	outline	of	the	overall	shape.	Start	with	the	big	shapes	first,	and	work	toward	the	details.When	you	begin	your	color	work,	start	with	a	good	middle	tone	color.	Preserve	the	highlights	by	sketching	them	out,	then	working	around	them.The	sense	of	movement	is	going	to	come
primarily	from	flowing	lines,	so	use	long,	flowing	strokes.	Work	in	the	direction	of	hair	growth	and	movement,	as	always,	but	keep	the	strokes	long.The	highlights	and	shadows	of	flowing	hair	will	look	different	and	be	placed	differently	than	the	highlights	and	shadows	in	neat	hair.	Be	careful	to	draw	what	you	seenot	what	you	think	should	be	there.	In
the	illustration	shown	above,	for	example,	the	highlight	is	what	defines	the	mass	and	shape	of	the	horses	flowing	mane.	Get	this	right	and	youve	won	half	the	battle.Also	note	the	different	colors	used	around	the	edges	of	the	highlights.	Every	hair	color	is	made	up	many	colors,	but	multiple	colors	are	especially	noticeable	in	black	hair.4.	Drawing	wild
hair	At	a	glance,	this	type	of	hair	is	the	most	intimidating	of	all	hair.	Look	at	all	those	strands	and	curves!Remember	all	hair	is	basically	the	same.	Like	short,	neat	hair,	the	basic	shape	of	wild	hair	follows	the	contour	of	the	shape	to	which	its	attached.	In	this	case,	a	dog.	The	hair	appears	to	be	a	wild	mass	of	lines	and	curves,	but	it	follows	the	contours
of	the	dogs	head.The	first	thing	to	do	is	take	a	look	at	the	shape	to	which	the	hair	is	attached.	Isolate	and	sketch	in	the	shape	of	the	head	or	body	beneath	the	hair.	This	may	take	some	time	and	practice	to	train	your	eye	to	see	through	the	hair	mass,	but	its	worth	the	effort.	You	dont	need	a	spot-on	accurate	drawing	of	the	head	or	body.	Just	accurate
enough	to	give	the	mass	of	hair	something	out	of	which	to	grow	and	to	give	it	weight.Once	you	have	a	basic	sketch	of	the	head	or	body,	fit	the	mass	of	the	hair	around	it.	Concentrate	on	the	hair	as	a	whole.	Ignore	individual	strands	or	groups	of	hair.	Establish	the	outer	contour	of	the	hair	shape	first!	Get	it	accurately	positioned	and	drawn	around	the
shape	of	the	head	or	body	and	you	have	an	excellent	foundation	on	which	to	grow	hair.If,	as	in	this	example,	your	subject	has	facial	features	within	the	hair,	place	them	next.	Eyes,	nose,	mouth;	jewelry,	collar,	hat.	Draw	anything	that	provides	a	visual	anchor.With	all	the	fixed	points	in	place,	start	drawing	hair.	Begin	with	the	larger	shapes	and,
preferably,	those	in	the	front.	Add	increasingly	smaller	details	until	you	have	an	accurate	representation	of	the	subject.Also	notice	I	used	the	impressed	line	technique	to	draw	a	few	hairs	over	the	nose	of	this	dog	before	shading	in	the	nose	itself.	I	added	more	impressed	lines,	sometimes	using	my	fine-point	stylus,	sometimes	using	a	pencil,	as	the
portrait	progressed.	This	allowed	me	to	put	hair	in	front	of	other	features,	which	is	very	important	for	wild,	tousled	hair.As	with	all	types	of	drawing,	dont	expect	perfection.	In	fact,	forget	perfection	and	concentrate	on	an	overall	likeness.	The	more	types	of	hair	you	draw	and	the	more	you	experiment	with	color	and	style,	with	human	hair	and	the	hair
of	all	kinds	of	animals,	the	better	your	eye	will	become	at	selecting	the	important	details	and	emphasizing	them.	We'll	send	you	articles	&	tutorials	right	as	we	publish	them,	so	you	never	miss	a	post!	Unsubscribe	here	atanytime.	This	post	may	contain	affiliate	links.	In	this	blog	post,	were	going	to	learn	how	to	draw	different	types	of	long	hair.	Youll
learn	how	to	choose	the	right	colors	to	go	along	with	the	different	hair	types	and	how	to	layer	the	colors.	To	achieve	that	final	realistic	hair	look	you	will	also	learn	how	to	use	a	craft	knife.	Choosing	colors	In	order	to	choose	your	colors,	you	need	to	look	at	your	reference	photo	and	take	some	time	to	observe	all	of	the	different	colors.	For	drawing
blonde	hair	you	will	need	quite	a	few	different	colors,	each	blonde	is	also	slightly	different.	Some	reference	photos	have	a	lighter	or	a	darker	blonde	and	some	may	have	warmer	tones	or	cooler	tones.	The	lighting	in	the	picture	can	also	change	the	color	quite	a	bit.	Take	your	time	to	observe	the	reference	photo	and	swatch	the	colors	you	see	to	help
you	choose	the	correct	color	pencils.	Layering	After	youve	chosen	your	colors	you	can	start	layering.	Start	with	the	lighter	colors	and	build	up	the	layers	color	by	color.	Use	your	reference	photo	to	help	you	decide	which	parts	to	color	with	each	color.	You	dont	need	to	make	smooth	layers	or	color	the	entire	area	because	you	want	to	create	texture	for
the	hair.	Make	quick	back	and	forth	pencil	strokes	in	the	direction	of	the	hairs.	Remember	to	also	pay	attention	to	value	as	well	as	the	right	colors.	Using	a	craft	knife	To	create	highlights	and	fly-away	hairs,	I	use	a	craft	knife.	The	one	in	the	picture	is	by	Sliceand	it	has	a	ceramic	blade.	This	blade	is	thicker	than	a	regular	craft	knife	so	you	can	create
thinner	or	thicker	lines	with	it	depending	on	the	angle	you	hold	the	knife.	If	its	your	first	time	using	a	craft	knife	for	this	technique	its	best	to	practice	this	on	another	piece	of	paper	first.	Youre	not	going	to	use	the	craft	knife	like	you're	going	to	cut	the	paper	but	you're	going	to	hold	it	at	an	angle	(I	hold	it	the	same	as	I	hold	a	pencil)	and	then	use	the
side	of	the	tip	of	the	blade	to	scrape	off	a	bit	of	the	colored	pencil	pigment.	You	dont	want	to	press	too	hard	but	just	gently	scrape	over	your	colored	pencil	layer	to	remove	some	of	the	pigment	and	create	a	highlight.	This	technique	requires	some	practice	but	as	with	everything,	the	more	you	practice	the	better	you	will	get	at	it.	This	technique	is
perfect	for	creating	those	fine	thin	details	and	will	give	your	drawing	a	more	realistic	look.	The	same	technique	is	used	for	all	the	different	hairstyles.	Draw	layer	by	layer	to	create	a	more	realistic	look.	With	each	layer,	use	the	craft	knife	where	needed.	Color	Examples	Take	a	look	at	the	examples	of	the	different	hairstyles,	I	have	listed	the	colors	used
for	each	reference	photo.	In	each	photo,	you	can	see	how	I	built	up	the	different	layers.Enjoy	sharper	detail,	more	accurate	color,	lifelike	lighting,	believable	backgrounds,	and	more	with	our	new	model	update.	Your	generated	images	will	be	more	polished	thanever.See	What's	NewExplore	how	consumers	want	to	see	climate	stories	told	today,	and
what	that	means	for	yourvisuals.Download	Our	Latest	VisualGPS	ReportData-backed	trends.	Generative	AI	demos.	Answers	to	your	usage	rights	questions.	Our	original	video	podcast	covers	it	allnow	ondemand.Watch	NowEnjoy	sharper	detail,	more	accurate	color,	lifelike	lighting,	believable	backgrounds,	and	more	with	our	new	model	update.	Your
generated	images	will	be	more	polished	thanever.See	What's	NewExplore	how	consumers	want	to	see	climate	stories	told	today,	and	what	that	means	for	yourvisuals.Download	Our	Latest	VisualGPS	ReportData-backed	trends.	Generative	AI	demos.	Answers	to	your	usage	rights	questions.	Our	original	video	podcast	covers	it	allnow	ondemand.Watch
NowEnjoy	sharper	detail,	more	accurate	color,	lifelike	lighting,	believable	backgrounds,	and	more	with	our	new	model	update.	Your	generated	images	will	be	more	polished	thanever.See	What's	NewExplore	how	consumers	want	to	see	climate	stories	told	today,	and	what	that	means	for	yourvisuals.Download	Our	Latest	VisualGPS	ReportData-backed
trends.	Generative	AI	demos.	Answers	to	your	usage	rights	questions.	Our	original	video	podcast	covers	it	allnow	ondemand.Watch	Now	In	this	blog	post,	were	going	to	learn	how	to	draw	different	types	of	long	hair.	Youll	learn	how	to	choose	the	right	colors	to	go	along	with	the	different	hair	types	and	how	to	layer	the	colors.	To	achieve	that	final
realistic	hair	look	you	will	also	learn	how	to	use	a	craft	knife.	Choosing	colors	In	order	to	choose	your	colors,	you	need	to	look	at	your	reference	photo	and	take	some	time	to	observe	all	of	the	different	colors.	For	drawing	blonde	hair	you	will	need	quite	a	few	different	colors,	each	blonde	is	also	slightly	different.	Some	reference	photos	have	a	lighter	or
a	darker	blonde	and	some	may	have	warmer	tones	or	cooler	tones.	The	lighting	in	the	picture	can	also	change	the	color	quite	a	bit.	Take	your	time	to	observe	the	reference	photo	and	swatch	the	colors	you	see	to	help	you	choose	the	correct	color	pencils.	Layering	After	youve	chosen	your	colors	you	can	start	layering.	Start	with	the	lighter	colors	and
build	up	the	layers	color	by	color.	Use	your	reference	photo	to	help	you	decide	which	parts	to	color	with	each	color.	You	dont	need	to	make	smooth	layers	or	color	the	entire	area	because	you	want	to	create	texture	for	the	hair.	Make	quick	back	and	forth	pencil	strokes	in	the	direction	of	the	hairs.	Remember	to	also	pay	attention	to	value	as	well	as	the
right	colors.	Using	a	craft	knife	To	create	highlights	and	fly-away	hairs,	I	use	a	craft	knife.	The	one	in	the	picture	is	by	Sliceand	it	has	a	ceramic	blade.	This	blade	is	thicker	than	a	regular	craft	knife	so	you	can	create	thinner	or	thicker	lines	with	it	depending	on	the	angle	you	hold	the	knife.	If	its	your	first	time	using	a	craft	knife	for	this	technique	its
best	to	practice	this	on	another	piece	of	paper	first.	Youre	not	going	to	use	the	craft	knife	like	you're	going	to	cut	the	paper	but	you're	going	to	hold	it	at	an	angle	(I	hold	it	the	same	as	I	hold	a	pencil)	and	then	use	the	side	of	the	tip	of	the	blade	to	scrape	off	a	bit	of	the	colored	pencil	pigment.	You	dont	want	to	press	too	hard	but	just	gently	scrape	over
your	colored	pencil	layer	to	remove	some	of	the	pigment	and	create	a	highlight.	This	technique	requires	some	practice	but	as	with	everything,	the	more	you	practice	the	better	you	will	get	at	it.	This	technique	is	perfect	for	creating	those	fine	thin	details	and	will	give	your	drawing	a	more	realistic	look.	The	same	technique	is	used	for	all	the	different
hairstyles.	Draw	layer	by	layer	to	create	a	more	realistic	look.	With	each	layer,	use	the	craft	knife	where	needed.	Color	Examples	Take	a	look	at	the	examples	of	the	different	hairstyles,	I	have	listed	the	colors	used	for	each	reference	photo.	In	each	photo,	you	can	see	how	I	built	up	the	different	layers.	Colored	pencils	seem	ideal	for	drawing	hair,	dont
they?	Stop	and	think	about	it.	Hair	looks	like	it	should	be	drawn	with	lots	of	lines	and	colored	pencils	are	perfect	for	drawing	lines.	But	is	that	all	there	is	to	drawing	realistic	hair?	Just	making	lines?	The	short	answer	is	no.	Theres	a	lot	more	to	it	than	just	making	lines.	But	its	not	as	difficult	as	you	may	be	thinking.	The	best	way	to	draw	realistic	hair	is
by	matching	the	strokes	you	use	to	the	length	and	type	of	hair.	Longer	strokes	for	long	hair,	shorter	strokes	for	short	hair.	If	the	hair	is	moving	or	wavy,	use	curving	strokes	instead	of	straight	strokes.	But	dont	stroke	from	the	root	of	the	hair	to	the	tips	with	one	stroke.	Thats	a	sure	way	to	draw	hair	that	looks	stringy.	Instead,	overlap	your	strokes.
Even	in	drawing	short	hair,	this	simple	tip	makes	a	huge	difference.	You	can	easily	see	the	difference	in	this	illustration.	Super	sharp	pencils	or	pencils	with	harder	pigment	cores	are	also	helpful	for	drawing	hair.	Prismacolor	Verithin	pencils	or	Caran	dAche	Pabloshave	thinner,	harder	pigment	cores.	They	sharpen	to	a	finer	point,	and	hold	that	point
longer,	which	makes	them	ideal	for	drawing	hair.	Beyond	that,	here	are	a	few	other	tips	for	drawing	hair	that	looks	touch-ably	real.	Starting	with	big	shapes	and	drawing	toward	details	is	a	good	drawing	rule	of	thumb	no	matter	what	youre	drawing.	Its	especially	important	with	hair.	To	draw	hair,	block	in	the	large	masses	first,	then	break	them	down
into	smaller	details.	Dont	draw	every	hair.	Thats	not	only	frustrating,	its	unnecessary.	A	few	shadows	and	middle	values	in	the	right	places,	and	a	few	highlights	are	all	you	need.	Get	those	right,	then	add	other	details.	This	detail	of	Blizzard	Babe	makes	it	look	like	I	drew	every	hair.	I	did	draw	a	lot	of	hairs,	but	what	makes	these	shapes	look	like	hair	is
the	movement	in	the	lines,	the	shadows,	and	the	few	stray	details	along	the	top	of	the	neck,	and	toward	the	ends	of	the	hair.	Notice	the	hair	groups	falling	over	black	straps	and	blue	straps.	I	drew	the	larger	shapes	in	each	area,	then	added	the	details	that	made	the	hair	look	like	you	could	run	your	fingers	through	it.	Its	more	important	to	draw
accurate	values,	than	to	draw	accurate	color.	If	the	values	are	right,	the	color	looks	right.	If	the	values	arent	right,	it	wont	matter	how	accurate	the	colors	are.	The	drawing	will	look	dull	and	lifeless.	Healthy	hair	is	glossy.	The	highlights	should	be	bright,	almost	intense;	especially	in	direct	light.	Against	bright	highlights,	shadows	appear	deep	and
intense,	too.	In	this	example,	the	highlight	is	nearly	white	(its	the	color	of	the	paper,	which	is	a	light	ivory.)	Bright	highlights	combined	with	dark	shadows	give	this	horses	mane	a	high-gloss	appearance.	Sharp	edges	between	highlight	and	shadow	also	enhance	the	glossiness	of	long	hair.	You	dont	need	extremely	hard	edges,	but	you	also	dont	want
extremely	soft	edges.	Note	also	that	the	shape	and	placement	of	the	highlights	gives	movement	to	the	hair.	Its	not	just	hanging	there;	its	blowing	in	a	strong	breeze.	Even	the	neatest	hair	has	a	few	flyawaysthose	hairs	that	refuse	to	stay	in	place	without	a	lot	of	hair	spray.	In	the	illustration	above,	most	of	the	hairs	form	large	shapes	and	groups	that
stick	together.	But	there	are	also	some	that	are	separate.	These	flyaway	hairs	make	for	more	natural	looking	hair,	and	also	enhance	the	sense	of	movement.	Impressed	lines	are	a	great	way	to	add	accents	and	random	highlights	to	hair.	Just	dont	do	too	many.	This	detail	comes	from	an	old	portrait.	There	are	too	many	impressed	lines	near	the	top	of
the	illustration.	Theyre	too	distracting.	The	fact	that	the	impressed	lines	move	in	different	directions	also	detracts	from	the	overall	effect.	But	that	doesnt	mean	impressed	lines	dont	have	a	purpose.	Used	sparingly	and	in	the	right	places,	they	are	a	great	aid	in	rendering	believable	hair.	Impressed	lines	denote	highlights	if	youre	working	on	light-
colored	paper.	They	should	ideally	occur	only	where	you	want	random	highlights,	so	they	should	move	in	the	same	general	direction	as	highlights	you	draw.	So	use	impressed	lines,	but	be	very	careful	where	you	use	them,	and	how	many	you	use.	Always	use	a	minimum	of	three	colors:	light	value,	medium	value,	and	dark	value.	But	even	for	white	or
black	hair,	you	want	more	than	just	shades	of	gray.	For	this	black	mane,	I	used	different	values	of	blue	and	brown	in	addition	to	black.	Those	colors	are	not	obvious,	but	they	provide	depth	for	the	black,	and	create	a	more	lively	black.	Hints	of	them	are	visible	in	the	actual	drawing,	and	they	provide	the	illusion	of	sparkle.	To	see	the	colors	in	hair,	look
closely	at	the	highlights.	Secondary	colors	appear	most	closely	where	the	highlights	transition	into	middle	values	and	shadows.	Add	those	colors	throughout	the	rest	of	the	hair.	Its	helpful	to	look	at	hair	in	natural	light.	Strong	sunlight	is	best,	since	morning	or	evening	light	often	produces	a	golden	glow.	When	it	comes	to	drawing	hair,	we	all	too	often
set	our	reference	photo	aside	and	wing	it.	We	all	know	what	hair	looks	like,	after	all.	We	see	it	every	day	in	one	form	or	another.	But	what	your	brain	tells	you	hair	looks	like,	and	what	the	hair	looks	like	in	your	reference	photo	may	be	two	entirely	different	things.	If	you	want	to	draw	hair	that	looks	real	and	that	looks	like	your	subject,	pay	attention	to
the	large	shapes,	the	values,	and	movement	of	the	hair	in	the	photo.	Then	draw	what	you	see;	not	what	you	think	should	be	there.	A	lot	of	factors	play	a	role	in	drawing	hair	that	looks	real,	but	if	you	get	these	basic	things	right,	youre	on	your	way.	I	describe	how	to	draw	four	basic	types	of	hair	for	an	EmptyEasel	article.	Specific	tips	and	illustrations
show	you	how	to	draw	short,	neat	hair;	long,	neat	hair;	long	flowing	hair;	and	wild	hair.	So	if	youre	constantly	having	bad	hair	days	when	it	comes	to	colored	pencil,	you	definitely	want	to	read	How	to	Draw	Realistic	Hair	in	Colored	Pencil.	Want	to	read	more	posts	like	this?	Sign	up	for	Carries	free	weekly	newsletter	and	be	among	the	first	to	know
when	she	publishes	new	articles.	In	this	blog	post,	were	going	to	learn	how	to	draw	different	types	of	long	hair.	Youll	learn	how	to	choose	the	right	colors	to	go	along	with	the	different	hair	types	and	how	to	layer	the	colors.	To	achieve	that	final	realistic	hair	look	you	will	also	learn	how	to	use	a	craft	knife.	Choosing	colors	In	order	to	choose	your
colors,	you	need	to	look	at	your	reference	photo	and	take	some	time	to	observe	all	of	the	different	colors.	For	drawing	blonde	hair	you	will	need	quite	a	few	different	colors,	each	blonde	is	also	slightly	different.	Some	reference	photos	have	a	lighter	or	a	darker	blonde	and	some	may	have	warmer	tones	or	cooler	tones.	The	lighting	in	the	picture	can
also	change	the	color	quite	a	bit.	Take	your	time	to	observe	the	reference	photo	and	swatch	the	colors	you	see	to	help	you	choose	the	correct	color	pencils.	Layering	After	youve	chosen	your	colors	you	can	start	layering.	Start	with	the	lighter	colors	and	build	up	the	layers	color	by	color.	Use	your	reference	photo	to	help	you	decide	which	parts	to	color
with	each	color.	You	dont	need	to	make	smooth	layers	or	color	the	entire	area	because	you	want	to	create	texture	for	the	hair.	Make	quick	back	and	forth	pencil	strokes	in	the	direction	of	the	hairs.	Remember	to	also	pay	attention	to	value	as	well	as	the	right	colors.	Using	a	craft	knife	To	create	highlights	and	fly-away	hairs,	I	use	a	craft	knife.	The	one
in	the	picture	is	by	Sliceand	it	has	a	ceramic	blade.	This	blade	is	thicker	than	a	regular	craft	knife	so	you	can	create	thinner	or	thicker	lines	with	it	depending	on	the	angle	you	hold	the	knife.	If	its	your	first	time	using	a	craft	knife	for	this	technique	its	best	to	practice	this	on	another	piece	of	paper	first.	Youre	not	going	to	use	the	craft	knife	like	you're
going	to	cut	the	paper	but	you're	going	to	hold	it	at	an	angle	(I	hold	it	the	same	as	I	hold	a	pencil)	and	then	use	the	side	of	the	tip	of	the	blade	to	scrape	off	a	bit	of	the	colored	pencil	pigment.	You	dont	want	to	press	too	hard	but	just	gently	scrape	over	your	colored	pencil	layer	to	remove	some	of	the	pigment	and	create	a	highlight.	This	technique
requires	some	practice	but	as	with	everything,	the	more	you	practice	the	better	you	will	get	at	it.	This	technique	is	perfect	for	creating	those	fine	thin	details	and	will	give	your	drawing	a	more	realistic	look.	The	same	technique	is	used	for	all	the	different	hairstyles.	Draw	layer	by	layer	to	create	a	more	realistic	look.	With	each	layer,	use	the	craft	knife
where	needed.	Color	Examples	Take	a	look	at	the	examples	of	the	different	hairstyles,	I	have	listed	the	colors	used	for	each	reference	photo.	In	each	photo,	you	can	see	how	I	built	up	the	different	layers.	Share	copy	and	redistribute	the	material	in	any	medium	or	format	for	any	purpose,	even	commercially.	Adapt	remix,	transform,	and	build	upon	the
material	for	any	purpose,	even	commercially.	The	licensor	cannot	revoke	these	freedoms	as	long	as	you	follow	the	license	terms.	Attribution	You	must	give	appropriate	credit	,	provide	a	link	to	the	license,	and	indicate	if	changes	were	made	.	You	may	do	so	in	any	reasonable	manner,	but	not	in	any	way	that	suggests	the	licensor	endorses	you	or	your
use.	ShareAlike	If	you	remix,	transform,	or	build	upon	the	material,	you	must	distribute	your	contributions	under	the	same	license	as	the	original.	No	additional	restrictions	You	may	not	apply	legal	terms	or	technological	measures	that	legally	restrict	others	from	doing	anything	the	license	permits.	You	do	not	have	to	comply	with	the	license	for
elements	of	the	material	in	the	public	domain	or	where	your	use	is	permitted	by	an	applicable	exception	or	limitation	.	No	warranties	are	given.	The	license	may	not	give	you	all	of	the	permissions	necessary	for	your	intended	use.	For	example,	other	rights	such	as	publicity,	privacy,	or	moral	rights	may	limit	how	you	use	the	material.	In	this	blog	post,
were	going	to	learn	how	to	draw	different	types	of	long	hair.	Youll	learn	how	to	choose	the	right	colors	to	go	along	with	the	different	hair	types	and	how	to	layer	the	colors.	To	achieve	that	final	realistic	hair	look	you	will	also	learn	how	to	use	a	craft	knife.	Choosing	colors	In	order	to	choose	your	colors,	you	need	to	look	at	your	reference	photo	and
take	some	time	to	observe	all	of	the	different	colors.	For	drawing	blonde	hair	you	will	need	quite	a	few	different	colors,	each	blonde	is	also	slightly	different.	Some	reference	photos	have	a	lighter	or	a	darker	blonde	and	some	may	have	warmer	tones	or	cooler	tones.	The	lighting	in	the	picture	can	also	change	the	color	quite	a	bit.	Take	your	time	to
observe	the	reference	photo	and	swatch	the	colors	you	see	to	help	you	choose	the	correct	color	pencils.	Layering	After	youve	chosen	your	colors	you	can	start	layering.	Start	with	the	lighter	colors	and	build	up	the	layers	color	by	color.	Use	your	reference	photo	to	help	you	decide	which	parts	to	color	with	each	color.	You	dont	need	to	make	smooth
layers	or	color	the	entire	area	because	you	want	to	create	texture	for	the	hair.	Make	quick	back	and	forth	pencil	strokes	in	the	direction	of	the	hairs.	Remember	to	also	pay	attention	to	value	as	well	as	the	right	colors.	Using	a	craft	knife	To	create	highlights	and	fly-away	hairs,	I	use	a	craft	knife.	The	one	in	the	picture	is	by	Sliceand	it	has	a	ceramic
blade.	This	blade	is	thicker	than	a	regular	craft	knife	so	you	can	create	thinner	or	thicker	lines	with	it	depending	on	the	angle	you	hold	the	knife.	If	its	your	first	time	using	a	craft	knife	for	this	technique	its	best	to	practice	this	on	another	piece	of	paper	first.	Youre	not	going	to	use	the	craft	knife	like	you're	going	to	cut	the	paper	but	you're	going	to



hold	it	at	an	angle	(I	hold	it	the	same	as	I	hold	a	pencil)	and	then	use	the	side	of	the	tip	of	the	blade	to	scrape	off	a	bit	of	the	colored	pencil	pigment.	You	dont	want	to	press	too	hard	but	just	gently	scrape	over	your	colored	pencil	layer	to	remove	some	of	the	pigment	and	create	a	highlight.	This	technique	requires	some	practice	but	as	with	everything,
the	more	you	practice	the	better	you	will	get	at	it.	This	technique	is	perfect	for	creating	those	fine	thin	details	and	will	give	your	drawing	a	more	realistic	look.	The	same	technique	is	used	for	all	the	different	hairstyles.	Draw	layer	by	layer	to	create	a	more	realistic	look.	With	each	layer,	use	the	craft	knife	where	needed.	Color	Examples	Take	a	look	at
the	examples	of	the	different	hairstyles,	I	have	listed	the	colors	used	for	each	reference	photo.	In	each	photo,	you	can	see	how	I	built	up	the	different	layers.

Drawing	hair	with	pastel	pencils.	Draw	hair	colored	pencil.


