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RD.com	Pets	and	Animals	Dogsevery	The	editorial	product	is	selected	independently,	although	we	can	be	compensated	or	receive	a	membership	fee	if	you	buy	something	through	our	links.	Qualifications	and	prices	are	accurate	and	items	are	in	stock	on	time	of	publication.	1	/	9alexei_TM	/	Getty	ImageIf	you	share	your	house	with	a	Yorkie,	Chihuahua,
Pug,	or	any	other	small	but	powerful	well,	you	know	how	playful,	sweet	and	surprisingly	brave	they	can	be.	However,	what	you	may	not	know	is	that	the	dog	food	needed	for	small	dogs	thrives	is	something	different	from	that	of	their	guests	more	imposing	dogs.	Here,	it's	what	you	need	to	take	into	account	to	make	sure	your	Wee	Sweetie	stays
healthy.	According	to	the	American	Kennel	Club	(AKC),	2	/	9PedsPhoto36pm	/	Getty	Imagesdogs,	including	toy	breeds,	are	not	strictly	carnivores,	according	to	the	American	Kennel	Club	(AKC).	Our	domestic	dogs	need	fruits,	vegetables	and	grains	for	a	full	diet.	By	AKC,	most	commercial	dog	food	contains	all	the	nutrients	that	small	dogs	need	to	stay
healthy.	Those	good	news,	as	few	owners	are	experts	in	dog	nutrition.	Those	dry	or	canned	foods	you	will	find	on	the	shelves	will	remove	the	conjectures.	How	can	you	verify?	A	quality	dog	meal	will	be	labeled	"complemented	and	balanced,"	and	will	consist	of	proteins,	carbohydrates,	fiber	and	vitamins	and	minerals.	In	general,	this	is	the	best	diet	for
dogs,	according	to	veterinarians.	3	/	9Vlg	/	Getty	ImagesBeyond	The	general	guidelines	should	look	for	foods	that	are	specifically	labeled	for	small	or	toy	races.	What's	the	difference?	œDog	made	for	smaller	dogs	is	more	dense	caloric	as	its	metabolism	is	higher,	explains	Amy	Aprende,	VMD,	a	resident	of	the	clinical	practice	medicine	in	the
serviceFlorida	veterinary	behavior	in	West	Palm	Beach.	In	addition,	the	kibble	will	be	smaller,	so	it	will	be	easier	than	small	mouths	chew	it	correctly.	While	we	are	on	the	subject,	make	sure	you	know	these	14	astute	paths,	dog	food	labels	meet.	4	/	9S-CPhoto	/	Getty	Images	Images	like	the	amount	of	food	you	should	feed	your	small	dog,	follow	the
package	instructions	unless	your	veterinarian	advises	you	otherwise.	"Please	note	that	small	dogs	burn	more	calories	per	pound	than	large	dogs,"	says	Jim	D.	Carlson,	DVM,	a	holistic	veterinarian	at	Riverside	Animal	Clinic	in	McHenry,	Illinois.	Hipoglycemia	if	they're	not	eating	enough.	That's	why	Dr.	Carlson	likes	to	make	room	in	his	own	toy	dog	diet
to	eat	snacks	all	day.	"Not	only	a	treat,	but	rather	a	mini-food"	"maybe	a	few	spoons	of	wet	food"	to	keep	the	fire	on	a	small	dog."	Recommend	using	a	calorie	meter	for	pets	to	stay	on	the	track.	If	you	want	a	soaked	Peking,	try	these	tips	to	slick	overweight	pets.	5	/	9PrzemysÅęaw	Iciak/Getty	Images	Calories	and	nutrients	are	not	the	only	thing	that
matters	to	small	dogs.	Having	fresh	water	easily	available	is	very	important	for	toy	races,	says	Dr.	Carlson.	Incorporating	moisture	in	meals	with	occasional	wet	food	also	helps.	Here's	your	personal	advice:	"My	8-pound	Yorkie	is	spoiled,	so	when	you	don't	eat	the	croquette	right	away,	I	add	broth,	I	do	at	home	with	chicken	bones	or	meat	discarded	in
the	slow	pot.	Finish	your	bowl,	plus	this	offers	additional	hydration,	which	is	always	useful	for	a	small	breed.	Some	dog	parents	find	the	food	linked	up	a	bit	of	discomfort,	especially	because	their	puppy	may	not	finish	a	whole	can	at	once.	Wet	food,	however,	does	not	necessarily	have	to	come	in	a	can.	You	may	want	to	consider	the	Canidae	small	bites,
which	come	in	3.5	ounce	plastic	trays	that	can	be	cooled	once	opened.	6	/	9Switlana	Symonenko/Getty	ImagesAnother	way	to	make	sure	your	little	breed	puppy	gets	nutritionneed	is	through	the	rotating	feed,	basically,	varying	the	sources	of	proteins,	formulas	and	styles.	instead	of	sticking	to	the	same	thing	day	after	day.	“This	can	be	especially
beneficial	for	small,	small	races	get	more	quality	protein”,	says	Danielle	Bernal,	DVM,	a	veterinarian	with	Wellness	Natural	Pet	Food.	Dr.	Bernal	recommends	changing	the	source	of	protein	every	day.	If	that	seems	too	common,	you	can	do	it	every	week.	â​​Also,	feed	wet,	dry	foods	to	provide	different	texturesâ​​,	he	adds.	â​​Wet	food	can	come	in	flakes,
threshes	and	pawsâ​​.	Here	are	some	of	the	best	brands	of	dog	food	that	veterinarians	feed	their	own	pets.	7	/	9	Photo:Pekic/Getty	Images	Your	food	is	not	nutritionally	appropriate	for	dogs,	no	matter	how	pious	those	puppy	eyes	are.	In	fact,	some	common	foods	can	be	toxic	to	dogs.	So	as	long	as	it	seems	harmless	to	give	your	Shih	Tzu	a	fried	chicken
bubble,	no.	â​​Although	sometimes	sharing	what	you’re	eating	with	your	dog	is	tempting,	it’s	not	really	in	your	best	interestâ​​,	says	Rachel	Barrack,	DVM,	a	veterinarian	for	Animal	Acupuncture	in	New	York	City.	“Popular	food	is	often	too	rich	and	spicy	and	can	wreak	havoc	on	the	canine	digestive	tract.	Unknown	foods	can	cause	vomiting,	diarrhea,	or
even	inflammation	of	the	pancreas,	known	as	pancreatitis,	which	can	be	life-threatening.	“In	addition	to	health	problems,	it	can	be	a	hard	habit	to	break.	Your	Westie	may	be	super	cute,	but	your	incessant	begging	every	night	will	not	be.	8	/	9	Photo:	Alexei_tm/Getty	Images	So,	with	all	that	in	mind,	what	should	you	buy?	There	are	a	lot	of	options	on
the	market	that	will	work	well,	but	the	vets	we	talk	to	definitely	have	some	favorites.	In	fact,	Dr.	Carlson	gives	his	dog	a	variety	of	them.	For	my	eight-pound	Yorkie,	feed	a	combination,	shares.	“I	really	like	Ziwi,	which	is	a	great	addition	to	a	small	dog’s	diet	and	is	very	naturally	made.	Of	the	packaged	kibble	options	on	the	market,	I’m	a	big	fan	of
Farmina	Non-GMO,	a	crude	dehydrated	kibble	that	comes	in	a	mini	bite	size.Antje	Joslin,	DVM,	a	veterinarian	for	Dogtopia,	is	a	fan	of	the	Royal	Canin	breed	formulas	for	healthy	pets.	“I	like	them	because	because	because	are	supported	by	nutritional	science	and	are	appetizing.	I	feed	my	own	dogs	with	the	Royal	Canin	skin	support	formula”,	he	says.
“Purina	Pro	Plan	and	Science	Diet	both	have	some	good	foods	as	well.	I’d	be	left	with	a	brand	that	has	nutritional	research	behind	it.	“And	just	for	your	information,	she	wouldn’t	recommend	choosing	a	grain-free	formulation	unless	your	veterinarian	has	officially	diagnosed	your	dog	with	grain	sensitivity.	If	that’s	the	case,	a	good	option	is	Just	Food
for	Dogs,	which	is	handmade	in	small	batches.Eukanuba	is	also	worth	a	look,	according	to	Sara	Ochoa,	DVM,	a	veterinary	consultant	at	DogLab.com.	But	right	now,	she’s	giving	Royal	Canin	to	her	9-year-old	Schnoodle,	Ruby.	“Your	breed-specific	foods	are	the	easiest	way	to	make	sure	your	dog	is	getting	the	right	amount	of	nutrients	for	each	breed”,
she	says.	9	/	9Thisislover/Getty	ImagesSmall	breeds	are	among	the	most	popular,	and	it’s	not	hard	to	see	why.	They	don’t	require	a	big	house	or	yard.	They	are	easy	to	travel	with.	And	they’re	crazy-cute	because	they	look	like	puppies	forever.	But	don’t	put	them	all	together.	“Like	people,	dogs	have	many	individual	needs.	There	is	no	one	size	fits	all
food”,	says	Dr.	Joslin.	“Age,	lifestyle,	and	health	conditions	should	be	taken	into	account”.Your	veterinarian	should	be	your	guide	for	any	questions	you	have	about	what	specific	food	is	ideal	for	your	one-of-a-kind	friend.	Originally	Published:	March	27,	2020	Enjoy	the	best	stories,	tips	and	jokes	sent	straight	to	your	inbox!
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