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Rulers	of	the	state	of	Awadh	(Oudh)	in	India	(17221858)Nawab	of	Awadh	(Oudh)Seal	of	the	Kingdom	of	AwadhFirst	to	reignSaadat	Ali	Khan	I26	January	1722	19	March	1739DetailsFirstmonarchSaadat	Ali	Khan	ILastmonarchBirjis	QadrFormation26	January	1722Abolition3	March	1858ResidenceChattar	ManzilThe	Nawab	of	Awadh	or	Nawab	of	Oudh
/ad/	was	the	title	of	the	rulers	of	Kingdom	of	Awadh	(anglicised	as	Oudh)	in	northern	India	during	the	18th	and	19th	centuries.	The	Nawabs	of	Awadh	belonged	to	an	Iranian	dynasty[1][2][3]	of	Sayyid	origin[4][5]	from	Nishapur,	Iran.	In	1724,	Nawab	Sa'adat	Khan	established	the	Kingdom	of	Awadh	with	their	capital	in	Faizabad	and	Lucknow.See	also:
Oudh	StateThe	Nawabs	of	Awadh	were	semi-autonomous	rulers	within	the	fragmented	polities	of	Mughal	India	after	the	death	of	Aurangzeb	in	1707.	They	fought	wars	with	the	Peshwa,	the	Battle	of	Bhopal	(1737)	against	the	Maratha	Confederacy	(which	was	opposed	to	the	Mughal	Empire),	and	the	Battle	of	Karnal	(1739)	as	courtiers	of	the	Moghul.
[6]The	Nawabs	of	Awadh,	along	with	many	other	Nawabs,	were	regarded	as	members	of	the	nobility	of	the	Mughal	Empire.	They	joined	Ahmad	Shah	Durrani	during	the	Third	Battle	of	Panipat	(1761)	and	restored	Shah	Alam	II	(r.17601788	and	17881806)	to	the	imperial	throne.	The	Nawab	of	Awadh	also	fought	the	Battle	of	Buxar	(1764)	preserving
the	interests	of	the	Moghul.	Oudh	State	eventually	declared	itself	independent	from	the	rule	of	the	Moghul	in	1818.[7]All	of	these	rulers	of	the	Royal	House	of	Awadh	used	the	title	of	Nawab	from	1722	onward:PortraitTitular	NamePersonal	NameBirthReignDeathBurhan	ul	Mulk	Sa'adat	Khan	Saadat	Ali	Khan	I	1680	Nishapur,	Khurasan,	Safavid
dynasty,	Persia1722	19	March	17391739Abul-Mansur	Khan	Safdar	Jung	Muhammad	Muqim	17081739	5	October	17541754Shuja-ud-Daula	Jalal-ud-din	Haider	Abul-Mansur	Khan	17321754	26	January	17751775Asaf-ud-Daula	Muhammad	Yahya	Mirza	Amani174826	January	1775	20	April	17971798Asif	Jah	Mirza	Wazir	Ali	Khan	178021	September
1797	21	January	17981817Yamin-ud-Daula	Saadat	Ali	Khan	II	175221	January	1798	11	July	18141814	Ghazi-ud-Din	Haidar	Shah	Ghazi-ud-Din	Haidar	Shah	176911	July	1814	19	October	18271827Abul-	Mansur	Qutub-ud-din	Sulaiman	jah	Nasir-ud-Din	Haidar	Shah	180319	October	1827	7	July	18371837Abul	Fateh	Moin-ud-din	Muhammad	Ali	Shah
17777	July	1837	7	May	18421842Najm-ud-Daula	Abul-Muzaffar	Musleh-ud-din	Amjad	Ali	Shah	18017	May	1842	13	February	18471847Abul-Mansur	Mirza	Wajid	Ali	Shah	182213	February	1847	11	February	18561	September	1887Mohammadi	Khanum	Begum	Hazrat	Mahal	182011	February	1856	5	July	1857	Wife	of	Wajid	Ali	Shah	and	mother	of
Birjis	Qadra	(in	rebellion)7	April	1879Ramzan	Ali	Birjis	Qadr	18455	July	1857	3	March	1858(in	rebellion)14	August	1893Meerza	family....Nawab	Meher	Quder	Zahid	Ali	Meerza	(son	of	Nawab	Birjis	Qadr)Nawab	Kaukab	Quder	Meerza	(son	of	Nawab	Meher	Quder	Zahid	Ali	Meerza)[8]Nawab	Kamran	Meerza	(son	of	Kaukab	Meerza)[8]Mohammed
Sulaiman	Qudr	Meerza	(son	of	Kamran	Meerza)Nawab	Ibrahim	Ali	Khan	Sheesh	Mahal[9]Saadat	Ali	Khan	I,	the	first	Nawab	of	Awadh,	who	laid	the	foundation	of	that	state.Safdarjung	is	accused	of	making	peace	with	the	Maratha	Confederacy.Shuja-ud-Daula	fought	the	Maratha	Confederacy	during	the	Third	Battle	of	Panipat	on	behalf	of	the	Great
Moghul,	he's	also	known	to	have	fought	during	the	Battle	of	Buxar.	Shuja	ud-Daula	and	his	ten	sonsShuja-ud-Daulah	on	a	huntShuja's	army	in	OudhOudh	CavalryMumtaz-ud-Daulah	of	the	Budh	Royal	Family	attributed	to	Felice	BeatoMoksim-ud-DaulahGates	of	the	Palace	at	Lucknow	by	W.	Daniell,	1801.Gate	of	the	Lal-Bagh	fort	at	Faizabad	in
1801.Begum	Hazrat	MahalList	of	Shia	dynastiesThe	Chess	Players	(film)^	Sacred	space	and	holy	war:	the	politics,	culture	and	history	of	Shi'ite	Islam	Archived	29	April	2023	at	the	Wayback	Machine	By	Juan	Ricardo	Cole^	Encyclopdia	Iranica,	[1]	Archived	22	September	2017	at	the	Wayback	Machine,	R.	B.	Barnett^	Art	and	culture:	endeavours	in
interpretation	by	Ahsan	Jan	Qaisar,	Som	Prakash	Verma,	Mohammad	Habib^	Davies,	C.	Collin	(19602005).	"Awadh".	The	Encyclopaedia	of	Islam,	Second	Edition	(12	vols.).	Leiden:	E.	J.	Brill.^	Srivastava	1954,	p.1.	sfn	error:	no	target:	CITEREFSrivastava1954	(help)^	Azhar,	Mirza	Ali	(1982).	King	Wajid	Ali	Shah	of	Awadh.	Retrieved	17	September
2020.^	"As	children,	we	wanted	revenge	on	the	British".	The	Times	of	India.	30	September	2016.	Archived	from	the	original	on	9	May	2019.	Retrieved	13	April	2019.^	a	b	"In	memoriam:	Tribute	to	tragic	Nawab	Wajid	Ali	Shah	on	his	bicentenary".	Get	Bengal.	22	July	2023.	Archived	from	the	original	on	24	September	2023.	Retrieved	11	January
2024.^	Sullivan,	Tim	(11	December	2010).	"A	noble	feud	reflects	India's	royal	ambivalence".	The	San	Diego	Union-Tribune.	Archived	from	the	original	on	29	June	2018.	Retrieved	20	January	2024.Ashirbadi	Lal	Srivastava	(18991973):	The	First	Two	Nawabs	of	Awadh.	A	critical	study	based	on	original	sources.	With	a	foreword	by	Sir	Jadunath	Sarkar.
Lucknow:	The	Upper	India	Publishing	House	1933.	xi,	301	S.	Originally	Phil.	Diss.	Lucknow	1932.	2.	rev.	and	corr.	ed.	Agra:	Shiv	Lal	Agarwal	1954.	About	Burhan	ul	Mulk	Sa'adat	Khan	(16801739)	and	Safdar	Jang	(17081754),	Nawabs	of	AwadhAshirbadi	Lal	Srivastava	(18991973):	Shuja-ud-Daulah.	Vol.	I	(17541765).	Calcutta:	Sarkar	Midland	Press
1939	A	thesis	approved	for	the	degree	of	doctor	of	letters	by	the	Agra	University	in	1938.	2.,	rev.	and	corr.	ed.	Agra:	Shiva	Lal	Agarwala	1961.	Vol.	II	(17651775)	Lahore:	Minerva	1945.	2.	ed.	Agra:	Agarwal	1974.	About	Shuja-ud-Daula	(17321775),	Nawab	of	AwadhWikimedia	Commons	has	media	related	to	Nawab	of	Awadh.Nawabs	of	AwadhTHE
COURT	LIFE	UNDER	THE	NAWABS	OF	AWADH	(17541797)Roots	of	North	Indian	Shiism	in	Iran	and	Iraq:Religion	and	State	in	Awadh,	17221859,	by	J.	R.	I.	Cole.	University	of	California	Press,	1989.HISTORICAL	SERIES	No.	LVIAdvanced	study	in	the	history	of	modern	India,	Volume	2,	by	G.	S.	Chhabra,	Lotus	Press,	1	January	2005Retrieved	from	"
Ali	Khan	I,	the	first	Nawab	of	Awadh,	who	laid	the	foundation	of	that	state.Safdarjung	is	accused	of	making	peace	with	the	Maratha	Confederacy.Shuja-ud-Daula	fought	the	Maratha	Confederacy	during	the	Third	Battle	of	Panipat	on	behalf	of	the	Great	Moghul,	he's	also	known	to	have	fought	during	the	Battle	of	Buxar.	Shuja	ud-Daula	and	his	ten
sonsShuja-ud-Daulah	on	a	huntShuja's	army	in	OudhOudh	CavalryMumtaz-ud-Daulah	of	the	Budh	Royal	Family	attributed	to	Felice	BeatoMoksim-ud-DaulahGates	of	the	Palace	at	Lucknow	by	W.	Daniell,	1801.Gate	of	the	Lal-Bagh	fort	at	Faizabad	in	1801.	Organization:	Internet	Archive	The	Internet	Archive	discovers	and	captures	web	pages	through
many	different	web	crawls.	At	any	given	time	several	distinct	crawls	are	running,	some	for	months,	and	some	every	day	or	longer.	View	the	web	archive	through	the	Wayback	Machine.	Region	in	Uttar	PradeshThis	article	is	about	the	cultural	and	historical	region	in	India.	For	the	state	during	the	British	Raj,	see	Oudh	State.This	article	needs	additional
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[1]Awadh	(Hindi:	[d]	),	known	in	British	Raj	historical	texts	as	Avadh	or	Oudh,	is	a	historical	region	in	northern	India	and	southern	Nepal,	now	constituting	the	North-central	portion	of	Uttar	Pradesh.	It	is	roughly	synonymous	with	the	ancient	Kosala	Region	of	Hindu,	Buddhist,	and	Jain	scriptures.[2]It	was	a	province	of	all	the	major	Islamic	dynasties	in
India	including	the	Mughal	Empire.	With	the	decline	of	late	Mughal	Delhi,	Awadh	became	a	major	source	of	literary,	artistic,	religious,	and	architectural	patronage	in	northern	India	under	the	rule	of	its	eleven	rulers,	called	Nawabs.	From	1720	to	1856,	the	nawabs	presided	over	Awadh,	with	Ayodhya	and	Faizabad	serving	as	the	region's	initial
capitals.[3]	Later,	the	capital	was	relocated	to	Lucknow,	which	is	now	the	capital	of	Uttar	Pradesh.[4]The	British	conquered	Awadh	in	1856,	which	infuriated	Indians	and	was	recognised	as	a	factor	causing	the	Indian	Rebellion	(1857-58),	the	biggest	Indian	uprising	against	British	rule.[5]The	word	Awadh	is	inherited	from	the	Sanskrit	word	Ayodhya
meaning	"not	to	be	warred	against,	irresistible".[6][7][8]Awadh,	known	as	the	granary	of	India,	was	important	strategically	for	the	control	of	the	Doab,	a	fertile	plain	between	the	Ganges	and	the	Yamuna	rivers.	It	was	a	wealthy	kingdom,	able	to	maintain	its	independence	against	threats	from	the	Marathas,	the	British	and	the	Afghans.Main	article:
KosalaAwadh's	political	unity	can	be	traced	back	to	the	ancient	Hindu	kingdom	of	Kosala,	with	Ayodhya	as	its	early	capital	in	traditional	history,	though	in	Buddhist	times	(6th5th	century	BCE)	Shravasti	became	the	kingdom's	capital	city.[9]Modern	Awadh	finds	historical	mention	only	in	the	Mughal	time	of	Akbar,	in	the	late	16th	century.In	prehistoric
times,	Awadh,	reputedly	the	kingdom	of	Bikukshi,	contained	five	main	divisions:[10]Uttara	Kosala	or	the	trans-Ghaghra	districts,	now	known	as	Bahraich,	Gonda,	Basti	and	Gorakhpur.Silliana,	consisting	of	lower	range	of	hills	to	the	north	of	Uttara	Kosala,	now	belonging	to	Nepal,	with	the	Tarai	at	its	base.Pachhimrath,	which	may	be	roughly	described
as	the	country	between	Ghaghra	and	Gomti	west	to	the	line	from	Ayodhya	to	Sultanpur.	This	division	included	about	third	of	present	district	of	Ayodhya	(including	Ambedkar	Nagar	district	district),	a	small	portion	of	the	north	of	Sultanpur,	greater	part	of	Barabanki,	and	sections	of	the	Lucknow	and	Sitapur	districts.Purabrath,	which	may	be	roughly
described	as	the	country	between	Ghaghra	and	Gomti	east	to	the	line	from	Ayodhya	to	Sultanpur.	This	division	included	about	two-thirds	of	present	district	of	Ayodhya	(including	Ambedkar	Nagar	district),	the	north-eastern	corner	of	Sultanpur,	and	parts	of	Mirzapur	district,	Pratapgarh	district	and	Jaunpur.Arbar,	extended	southwards	from	Gomti	to
the	Sai	river.Since	AD	1350	different	parts	of	the	Awadh	region	were	ruled	by	the	Delhi	Sultanate,	Sharqi	Sultanate,	Mughal	Empire,	Nawabs	of	Awadh,	East	India	Company	and	the	British	Raj.	Kanpur	was	one	of	the	major	centres	of	Indian	rebellion	of	1857,	participated	actively	in	India's	Independence	movement,	and	emerged	as	an	important	city
of	North	India.For	about	eighty-four	years	(from	1394	to	1478),	Awadh	was	part	of	the	Sharqi	Sultanate	of	Jaunpur;	emperor	Humayun	made	it	a	part	of	the	Mughal	Empire	around	1555.	Emperor	Jehangir	granted	an	estate	in	Awadh	to	a	nobleman,	Sheik	Abdul	Rahim,	who	had	won	his	favour.	Sheik	Abdul	Rahim	later	built	Machchi	Bhawan	in	this
estate;	this	later	became	the	seat	of	power	from	where	his	descendants,	the	Sheikhzades,	controlled	the	region.	Until	1719,	the	Subah	of	Awadh	(bordering	(Old)	Delhi,	Agra,	Illahabad	and	Bihar)	was	a	province	of	the	Mughal	Empire,	administered	by	a	Nazim	or	Subah	Nawab	(governor)	appointed	by	the	Emperor.	Nawab	the	plural	of	the	Arabic	word
'Naib',	meaning	'assistant'	was	the	term	given	to	subahdars	(provincial	governors)	appointed	by	the	Mughal	emperor	all	over	India	to	assist	him	in	managing	the	empire.	In	the	absence	of	expeditious	transport	and	communication	facilities,	they	were	practically	independent	rulers	of	their	territory	and	wielded	the	power	of	life	and	death	over	their
subjects.	Persian	adventurer	Saadat	Khan,	also	called	Burhan-ul-Mulk,	was	appointed	the	Nazim	of	Awadh	in	1722	and	he	established	his	court	in	Faizabad[11]	near	Lucknow.	The	Nawabs	of	Lucknow	were	in	fact	the	Nawabs	of	Awadh,	but	were	so	referred	to	because	after	the	reign	of	the	third	Nawab,	Lucknow	became	the	capital	of	their	realm,
where	the	British	station	Residents	('diplomatic'	colonial	Agents)	from	1773.	The	city	was	"North	India's	cultural	capital";	its	nawabs,	best	remembered	for	their	refined	and	extravagant	lifestyles,	were	patrons	of	the	arts.	Under	them	music	and	dance	flourished,	and	many	monuments	were	erected.[12]	Of	the	monuments	standing	today,	the	Bara
Imambara,	the	Chhota	Imambara	and	the	Rumi	Darwaza	are	notable	examples.	One	of	the	more	lasting	contributions	by	the	Nawabs	is	the	syncretic	composite	culture	that	has	come	to	be	known	as	the	Ganga-Jamuni	Tehzeeb.From	the	pre-historic	period	to	the	time	of	Akbar,	the	limits	of	the	subah	(imperial	top-level	province)	and	its	internal	divisions
seem	to	have	been	constantly	changing,	and	the	name	of	Oudh,	or	Awadh,	seems	to	have	been	applicable	to	only	one	of	the	ancient	divisions	or	Sarkars,	nearly	corresponding	to	old	Pachhimrath.	The	title	of	Subehdar	(governor)	of	Awadh	is	mentioned	as	early	as	1280	AD,	but	it	can	only	have	denoted	the	governor	of	the	tract	of	the	country	above
defined.	The	Awadh	of	Mughal	Badshah	(emperor)	Akbar	was	one	of	the	twelve	(or	fifteen)	subahs	into	which	he	divided	the	Mughal	Empire	as	it	stood	in	1590.	As	constituted	at	the	end	of	the	sixteenth	century,	the	Subah	contained	five	sarkars,	viz.	Awadh,	Lucknow,	Bahraich,	Khairabad	and	Gorakhpur,	which	in	turn	were	divided	in	numerous
mahals	and	dasturs	(districts).Khan	Zaman	Khan	Ali	Asghar	son	of	Qazi	Ghulam	Mustafa	was	appointed	as	Subahdar	of	Awadh	during	the	reign	of	Farrukhsiyar.	This	appointment	was	made	in	place	of	'Aziz	Khan	Chughtai'.[13]	Later	on,	Mahabat	Khan	was	appointed	as	Subahdar	of	Awadh	in	place	of	Khan	Zaman	Khan	Ali	Asghar,	who	was	all	over
again	transferred	to	Azimabad	(Patna)	as	Subahdar	in	place	of	'Sar	Buland	Khan'.[14]Mahi	Maraatib	fish	emblazoned	over	the	gateway	to	Safdarjung's	tombIt	seems	to	have	been	of	nearly	the	same	extent	as	the	Province	of	Oudh	at	the	time	of	annexation	to	British	India	in	1858,	and	to	have	differed	only	in	including	Gorakhpur,	Basti,	and	Azamgarh,
and	in	excluding	Tanda,	Aldemau,	Rajesultanpur	and	Manikpur,	or	the	territory	to	the	east	and	South	of	Faizabad,	Sultanpur	and	Pratapgarh.[15]See	also:	Nawabs	of	Awadh	and	History	of	FaizabadSaadat	Ali	Khan,	the	first	Nawab	of	Awadh,	who	laid	the	foundation	of	Faizabad.Safdarjung,	the	second	Nawab	of	Awadh,	who	made	Faizabad	a	military
headquarters.Shuja-ud-Daula,	the	third	Nawab	in	Faizabad,	pictured	with	Four	Sons,	General	Barker	and	other	Military	Officers.Gulab	Bari	in	Faizabad	is	the	tomb	of	Shuja-ud-Daula,	The	third	Nawab	of	Awadh.Bara	Imambara	in	Lucknow	is	the	tomb	of	Asaf-ud-Daula,	the	fourth	Nawab	of	Awadh.As	the	Mughal	power	declined	and	the	emperors	lost
their	paramountcy	and	they	became	first	the	puppets	and	then	the	prisoners	of	their	feudatories,	so	Awadh	grew	stronger	and	more	independent.	Its	capital	city	was	Faizabad.	Saadat	Khan,	the	first	Nawab	of	Awadh,	laid	the	foundation	of	Faizabad	at	the	outskirt	of	ancient	city	of	Ayodhya.	Faizabad	developed	as	a	township	during	the	reign	of	Safdar
Jang,	the	second	nawab	of	Avadh	(173954),	who	made	it	his	military	headquarters	while	his	successor	Shuja-ud-daula	made	it	a	full-fledged	capital	city.Shuja-ud-Daula,	the	third	Nawab	of	Awadh,	built	a	fort	known	as	"Chhota	Calcutta",	now	in	ruins.	In	1765	he	built	the	Chowk	and	Tir-paulia	and	subsequently	laid	out	the	Angoori	Bagh	and	Motibagh
to	the	south	of	it,	Asafbagh	and	Bulandbagh	to	the	west	of	the	city.	During	the	reign	of	Shuja-Ud-Daula,	Faizabad	attained	such	a	prosperity	which	it	never	saw	again.	The	Nawabs	graced	Faizabad	with	several	notable	buildings,	including	the	Gulab	Bari,	Moti	Mahal	and	the	tomb	of	Bahu	Begum.	Gulab	Bari	stands	in	a	garden	surrounded	by	a	wall,
approachable	through	two	large	gateways.	These	buildings	are	particularly	interesting[citation	needed]	for	their	assimilative	architectural	styles.Shuja-ud-Daula's	wife	was	the	well	known	Bahu	Begum,	who	married	the	Nawab	in	1743	and	continued	to	reside	in	Faizabad,	her	residence	being	the	Moti-Mahal.	Close	by	at	Jawaharbagh	lies	her	Maqbara,
where	she	was	buried	after	her	death	in	1816.	It	is	considered	to	be	one	of	the	finest	buildings	of	its	kind	in	Awadh,	which	was	built	at	the	cost	of	three	lakh	rupees	by	her	chief	advisor	Darab	Ali	Khan.	A	fine	view	of	the	city	is	obtainable	from	top	of	the	begum's	tomb.	Bahu	Begum	was	a	woman	of	great	distinction	and	rank,	bearing	dignity.	Most	of
the	Muslim	buildings	of	Faizabad	are	attributed	to	her.	From	the	date	of	Bahu	Begum's	death	in	1815	till	the	annexation	of	Avadh,	the	city	of	Faizabad	gradually	fell	into	decay.	The	glory	of	Faizabad	finally	eclipsed	with	the	shifting	of	capital	from	Faizabad	to	Lucknow	by	Nawab	Asaf-ud-Daula.[16]The	Nawabs	of	Awadh	were	a	Persian	Shia	Muslim
dynasty	from	Nishapur,[17][18]	who	not	only	encouraged	the	existing	Persian-language	belle-lettrist	activity	to	shift	from	Delhi,	but	also	invited,	and	received,	a	steady	stream	of	scholars,	poets,	jurists,	architects,	and	painters	from	Iran.[19]	Thus	Persian	was	used	in	government,	in	academic	instruction,	in	high	culture,	and	in	court.[19]Saadat	Khan
Burhanul	Mulk	was	appointed	Nawab	in	1722	and	established	his	court	in	Faizabad[20]	near	Lucknow.	He	took	advantage	of	a	weakening	Mughal	Empire	in	Delhi	to	lay	the	foundation	of	the	Awadh	dynasty.	His	successor	was	Safdarjung	the	very	influential	noble	at	the	Mughal	court	in	Delhi.	Until	1819,	Awadh	was	a	province	of	the	Mughal	Empire
administered	by	a	Nawab.Awadh	was	known	as	the	granary	of	India	and	was	important	strategically	for	the	control	of	the	Doab,	the	fertile	plain	between	the	Ganges	and	the	Yamuna	rivers.	It	was	a	wealthy	kingdom,	able	to	maintain	its	independence	against	threats	from	the	Marathas,	the	British	and	the	Afghans.The	third	Nawab,	Shuja-ud-Daula,	fell
out	with	the	British	after	aiding	Mir	Qasim	the	fugitive	Nawab	of	Bengal.	He	was	comprehensively	defeated	in	the	Battle	of	Buxar	by	the	British	East	India	Company,	after	which	he	was	forced	to	pay	heavy	penalties	and	cede	parts	of	his	territory.	The	British	appointed	a	resident	at	Lucknow	in	1773,	and	over	time	gained	control	of	more	territory	and
authority	in	the	state.	They	were	disinclined	to	capture	Awadh	outright,	because	that	would	bring	them	face	to	face	with	the	Marathas	and	the	remnants	of	the	Mughal	Empire.Asaf-Ud-Dowlah,	The	fourth	Nawab	of	Awadh,	who	shifted	the	capital	of	Awadh	from	Faizabad	to	Lucknow.Hyder	Beg	Khan,	minister	to	Nawab	of	Awadh,	Asaf-ud-DaulaAsaf-
ud-Daula,	the	fourth	Nawab	and	son	of	Shuja-ud-Daula,	moved	the	capital	from	Faizabad	to	Lucknow	in	1775	and	laid	the	foundation	of	a	great	city.	His	rule	saw	the	building	of	the	Asafi	Imambara	and	Rumi	Darwaza,	built	by	Raja	Tikait	Rai	Nawab	Wazir	(Diwan)	of	Awadh,	which	till	date	are	the	biggest	architectural	marvels	in	the	city.	Asaf-ud-Daula
made	Lucknow	one	of	the	most	prosperous	and	glittering	cities	in	all	India.	It	is	said,	he	moved	because	he	wanted	to	get	away	from	the	control	of	a	dominant	mother.	On	such	a	thread	did	the	fate	of	the	city	of	Lucknow	depend.In	1798,	the	fifth	Nawab	Wazir	Ali	Khan	alienated	both	his	people	and	the	British,	and	was	forced	to	abdicate.	The	British
then	helped	Saadat	Ali	Khan	to	the	throne.	Saadat	Ali	Khan	was	a	puppet	king,	who	in	the	treaty	of	1801	ceded	half	of	Awadh	to	the	British	East	India	Company	and	also	agreed	to	disband	his	troops	in	favour	of	a	hugely	expensive,	British-run	army.	This	treaty	effectively	made	part	of	the	state	of	Awadh	a	vassal	to	the	British	East	India	Company,
though	they	continued	to	be	part	of	the	Mughal	Empire	in	name	till	1819.Silver	rupee	of	Awadh,	struck	in	the	name	of	the	Mughal	emperor	Shah	Alam	II	at	Lucknow	in	AH	1229	(=181415	CE).	The	coin	features	a	stylised	fish	on	the	reverse,	the	dynastic	symbol	of	the	Nawabs	of	Awadh,	seen	also	on	the	Awadh	flag.	At	this	time,	the	fiction	that	Awadh
was	subject	to	the	Mughal	emperor	was	maintained.Silver	rupee	of	Wajid	Ali	Shah,	struck	at	Lucknow	in	AH	1267	(185051	CE)	and	showing	the	Awadh	coat	of	arms.	Starting	in	1819,	coins	no	longer	mentioned	the	Mughal	emperor,	but	were	struck	in	the	nawab's	own	name.Coins	were	struck	under	the	nawab's	control	for	the	first	time	in	1737,	at	a
new	mint	opened	in	Banaras,	although	the	coins	named	the	Mughal	emperor,	not	the	Nawab.[21]	After	the	Battle	of	Buxar,	the	British	seized	Banaras,	and	so	the	mint	was	moved	in	1776	to	Lucknow.	From	there,	coins	in	the	name	of	the	Mughal	emperor	continued	to	be	struck,	and	they	continued	to	name	Muhammadabad	Banaras	as	the	mint.	It	was
only	in	1819	that	Nawab	Ghaziuddin	Haidar	finally	started	to	strike	coins	in	his	own	name.	Soon	thereafter,	Awadhi	coins	started	to	feature	the	kingdom's	European	style	coat	of	arms.The	wars	and	transactions	in	which	Shuja-ud-Daula	was	engaged,	both	with	and	against	the	British	East	India	Company,	led	to	the	addition	of	Karra,	Allahabad,
Fatehgarh,	Kanpur,	Etawah,	Mainpuri,	Farrukhabad	and	Rohilkhand,	to	the	Oudh	dimensions,	and	thus	they	remained	until	the	treaty	of	1801	with	Saadat	Ali	Khan,	by	which	province	was	reduced	considerably	as	half	of	Oudh	was	ceded	to	the	British	East	India	Company.	Khairigarh,	Kanchanpur,	and	what	is	now	the	Nepal	Terai,	were	ceded	in	1816,
in	liquidation	of	Ghazi	ud	din	Haider's	loan	of	a	million	sterling	towards	the	expense	of	Nepal	War;	and	at	the	same	time	pargana	of	Nawabganj	was	added	to	Gonda	district	in	exchange	for	Handia,	or	Kawai,	which	was	transferred	from	Pratapgarh	to	Allahabad.[15]See	also:	Oudh	StateGates	of	the	Palace	at	Lucknow	by	W.	Daniell,	1801The	treaty	of
1801	formed	an	arrangement	that	was	very	beneficial	to	the	company.	They	were	able	to	use	Awadh's	vast	treasuries,	repeatedly	digging	into	them	for	loans	at	reduced	rates.	In	addition,	the	revenues	from	running	Awadh's	armed	forces	brought	them	useful	revenues	while	it	acted	as	a	buffer	state.	The	Nawabs	were	ceremonial	kings,	limited	to	pomp
and	show	but	with	little	influence	over	matters	of	state.	By	the	mid-19th	century,	however,	the	British	had	grown	impatient	with	the	arrangement	and	wanted	direct	control.	They	started	looking	about	for	an	excuse,	which	the	powerless	Nawabs	had	to	provide.	On	1	May	1816,	a	British	protectorate	was	signed.United	Provinces	of	Agra	and	Oudh,
1903In	1856	the	East	India	Company	annexed	the	state	under	the	Doctrine	of	Lapse,	which	was	placed	under	a	Chief	Commissioner.	Wajid	Ali	Shah,	the	then	Nawab,	was	imprisoned,	and	then	exiled	by	the	company	to	Calcutta	(Bengal).	In	the	subsequent	Revolt	of	1857,	his	14-year-old	son	Birjis	Qadra	son	of	Begum	Hazrat	Mahal	was	crowned	ruler,
and	Sir	Henry	Lawrence	killed	in	the	hostilities.In	the	Indian	Rebellion	of	1857	(also	known	as	the	First	War	of	Indian	Independence	and	the	Indian	Mutiny),	the	rebels	took	control	of	Awadh,	and	it	took	the	British	18	months	to	reconquer	the	region,	months	which	included	the	famous	Siege	of	Lucknow.The	Tarai	to	the	north	of	Bahraich	including
large	quantity	of	valuable	forest	and	grazing	ground,	was	made	over	to	the	Nepal	Darbar	in	1860,	in	recognition	of	their	services	during	the	Revolt	of	1857,	and	in	1874	some	further	cessions,	on	a	much	smaller	scale,	but	without	any	apparent	reason,	were	made	in	favour	of	the	same	Government.[15]Muslim	woman	of	rank	at	easeIn	1877	the	offices
of	lieutenant-governor	of	the	North-Western	Provinces	and	chief	commissioner	of	Oudh	were	combined	in	the	same	person;	and	in	1902,	when	the	new	name	of	United	Provinces	of	Agra	and	Oudh	was	introduced,	the	title	of	chief	commissioner	was	dropped,	though	Oudh	still	retained	some	marks	of	its	former	independence.This	section	does	not	cite
any	sources.	Please	help	improve	this	section	by	adding	citations	to	reliable	sources.	Unsourced	material	may	be	challenged	and	removed.	(September	2021)	(Learn	how	and	when	to	remove	this	message)Subadar	Nawabs1732	19	March	1739	Borhan	al-Molk	Mir	Mohammad	Amin	Musawi	Sa`adat	`Ali	Khan	I	(b.	c.	1680	d.	1739)19	March	1739	28
April	1748	Abul	Mansur	Mohammad	Moqim	Khan	(1st	time)	(b.	c.	1708	d.	1754)Nawab	Wazir	al-Mamalik28	April	1748	13	May	1753	Abul	Mansur	Mohammad	Moqim	Khan	(s.a.)	(acting	to	29	June	1748)Subadar	Nawabs5	November	1753	5	October	1754	Abul	Mansur	Mohammad	Moqim	Khan	(s.a.)	(2nd	time)5	October	1754	15	February	1762	Jalal	ad-
Din	Shoja`	ad-Dowla	Haydar	(b.	1732	d.	1775)Nawab	Wazir	al-Mamalik15	February	1762	26	January	1775	Jalal	ad-Din	Shoja`	ad-Dowla	Haydar	(s.a.)26	January	1775	21	September	1797	Asaf	ad-Dowla	Amani	(b.	1748	d.	1797)21	September	1797	21	January	1798	Mirza	Wazir	`Ali	Khan	(b.	1780	d.	1817)21	January	1798	11	July	1814	Yamin	ad-Dowla
Nazem	al-Molk	Sa`adat	`Ali	Khan	II	Bahadur	(b.	bf.	1752	d.	1814)11	July	1814	19	October	1818	Ghazi	ad-Din	Rafa`at	ad-Dowla	Abul-Mozaffar	Haydar	Khan	(b.	1769	d.	1827)Kings	(title	Padshah-e	Awadh,	Shah-e	Zaman)19	October	1818	19	October	1827	Ghazi	ad-Din	Mo`izz	ad-Din	Abul-Mozaffar	Haydar	Shah	(s.a.)19	October	1827	7	July	1837	Naser
ad-Din	Haydar	Solayman	Jah	Shah	(b.	1803	d.	1837)7	July	1837	17	May	1842	Mo`in	ad-Din	Abul-Fath	Mohammad	`Ali	Shah	(b.	1777	d.	1842)17	May	1842	13	February	1847	Naser	ad-Dowla	Amjad	`Ali	Thorayya	Jah	Shah	(b.	1801	d.	1847)13	February	1847	7	February	1856	Naser	ad-Din	`Abd	al-Mansur	Mohammad	Wajed	`Ali	Shah	(b.	1822	d.	1887)5
July	1857	3	March	1858	Berjis	Qadr,	son	of	the	above	(in	rebellion)	(b.	c.	1845	d.	1893)A	vast	majority	of	the	population	practices	Hinduism.	It	is	also	home	to	the	Ram	Janmabhoomi,	an	important	pilgrimage	site	in	Hinduism	that	marks	where	the	deity	Rama	was	born.	The	Muslim	community	has	a	strong	presence	in	the	urban	areas	of	Awadh,	such	as
Prayagraj	and	the	capital	city	of	Lucknow,	which	has	a	large	Shia	Muslim	population.	Other	than	that	they	are	mostly	concentrated	in	the	Devipatan	division.The	region	of	Awadh	is	considered	to	be	the	center	of	Ganga-Jamuni	culture.[22]Sham-e-Awadh	is	a	popularised	term	referring	to	the	"glorious	evenings"	in	the	Awadh	capitals	of	Faizabad	and
later	(and	even	today	and	to	a	greater	extent)	Lucknow.[citation	needed]Awadh	was	established	in	1722.	with	Faizabad	as	its	capital.	Nawab	Shuja-ud-Daula's	son	Nawab	Asaf-ud-Daula,	the	fourth	Nawab	of	Awadh,	shifted	the	capital	from	Faizabad	to	Lucknow;	this	led	to	the	decline	of	Faizabad	and	rise	of	Lucknow.Just	as	Banares	(Varanasi)	is	known
for	its	mornings,	so	Lucknow	is	for	its	evenings.[citation	needed]	Many	of	its	well-known	buildings	were	erected	on	the	banks	of	the	Gomti	River	in	the	time	of	Nawabs.	The	Nawabs	used	to	take	in	a	view	of	the	river	Gomti	and	its	architecture	in	the	evening	hours,	giving	rise	to	Sham-e-Awadh's	romantic	reputation.[23]There	is	a	saying:'Subah-e-
Benares',	'Sham-e-Awadh',	'Shab-e-Malwa'	meaning	mornings	of	the	Benares,	evenings	of	the	Awadh	and	nights	of	Malwa.Main	article:	Awadhi	cuisineKebabs	are	an	important	part	of	Awadhi	cuisineAwadhi	Cuisine	is	primarily	from	the	city	of	Lucknow	and	its	environs.	The	cooking	patterns	of	the	city	are	similar	to	those	of	Central	Asia,	the	Middle
East,	and	Northern	India	as	well.	The	cuisine	consists	of	both	vegetarian	and	non-vegetarian	dishes.	Awadh	has	been	greatly	influenced	by	Mughal	cooking	techniques,	and	the	cuisine	of	Lucknow	bears	similarities	to	those	of	Kashmir,	Punjab	and	Hyderabad;	and	the	city	is	famous	for	its	Nawabi	foods.The	bawarchis	and	rakabdars	of	Awadh	gave	birth
to	the	dum	style	of	cooking	or	the	art	of	cooking	over	a	slow	fire,	which	has	become	synonymous	with	Lucknow	today.[24]	Their	spread	would	consist	of	elaborate	dishes	like	kebabs,	kormas,	biryani,	kaliya,	nahari-kulchas,	zarda,	sheermal,	Taftan,	roomali	rotis	and	warqi	parathas.	The	richness	of	Awadh	cuisine	lies	not	only	in	the	variety	of	cuisine	but
also	in	the	ingredients	used	like	mutton,	paneer,	and	rich	spices	including	cardamom	and	saffron.The	events	surrounding	the	1856	overthrow	of	Wajid	Ali	Shah	and	the	annexation	of	Awadh	by	the	British	are	depicted	in	the	1977	film	The	Chess	Players	by	the	acclaimed	Indian	director	Satyajit	Ray.	This	film	is	based	on	famous	Urdu	story	Shatranj	Ke
Khilari	by	the	great	Hindi-Urdu	novelist	writer	Munshi	Premchand.The	1961	film	Gunga	Jumna	is	portrayed	in	Awadh	and	was	noted	for	its	use	of	the	Awadhi	dialect	in	mainstream	Hindi	cinema.The	novel	Umrao	Jaan	Ada	as	well	as	the	subsequent	films	are	based	on	two	cultural	cities	of	Awadh,	Lucknow	and	Faizabad.The	region	has	been	in	the
center	of	various	period	films	of	Bollywood	and	modern	films	like	Main,	Meri	Patni	Aur	Woh	and	Paa	to	name	a	few.	It	has	also	been	shot	in	various	songs	of	Bollywood.Nawab	of	AwadhList	of	chief	commissioners	of	OudhHouse	of	TulsipurPasiBaruwar	(Rajput	clan)^	"Gate	of	the	Loll-Baug	at	Fyzabad".	British	Library,	Online	Gallery.	Archived	from	the
original	on	12	December	2011.	Retrieved	26	November	2019.^	"Awadh,	historic	region,	India".	Encyclopedia	Britannica.	31	January	2013.	Archived	from	the	original	on	20	January	2022.	Retrieved	18	January	2025.^	Sarvepalli	Gopal	(1993).	Anatomy	of	a	Confrontation:	Ayodhya	and	the	Rise	of	Communal	Politics	in	India.	Palgrave	Macmillan.	pp.39.
ISBN978-1-85649-050-4.	Archived	from	the	original	on	9	February	2024.	Retrieved	29	December	2022.^	"Awadh".	Encyclopaedia	of	Islam,	THREE.	doi:10.1163/1573-3912_ei3_com_26360.	Archived	from	the	original	on	10	March	2024.	Retrieved	29	December	2022.^	"Awadh	|	historic	region,	India	|	Britannica".	www.britannica.com.	Archived	from
the	original	on	19	October	2022.	Retrieved	29	December	2022.^	Mohamed	nasr.	Subah	Of	Awadh	Under	The	Mughals	1582	1724.	p.1.^	"Imperial	Gazetteer2	of	India,	Volume	24,	page	132	--	Imperial	Gazetteer	of	India	--	Digital	South	Asia	Library".	dsal.uchicago.edu.	Archived	from	the	original	on	29	June	2022.	Retrieved	20	June	2022.^	"Sanskrit
Dictionary".	Archived	from	the	original	on	29	December	2022.	Retrieved	29	December	2022.^	"Ayodhya	|	History	&	Facts	|	Britannica".	www.britannica.com.	Archived	from	the	original	on	29	December	2022.	Retrieved	29	December	2022.^	Irwin,	Henry	Crossly	(1880).	The	Garden	of	India.	Or,	Chapters	on	Oudh	History	and	Affairs.	London:	W.	H.
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Aurangzeb	Period	(17071724)	by	Muhammad	Hadi	Kamwar	Khan;	edited	Persian	text	and	with	an	Introduction	by	Muzaffar	Alam	(1980),	Centre	of	Advanced	Study	Department	of	History,	Aligarh	Muslim	University,	Aligarh	(U.P.)	-202001,	India(page	236)^	a	b	c	Irwin,	Henry	Crossly	(1880).	The	Garden	of	India.	Or,	Chapters	on	Oudh	History	and
Affairs.	London:	W.	H.	Allen.	p.107.	This	article	incorporates	text	from	this	source,	which	is	in	the	public	domain.^	"Welcome	to	Faizabad	History".	official	website	of	Faizabad	district.	Archived	from	the	original	on	28	December	2011.	Retrieved	23	December	2011.^	Sacred	space	and	holy	war:	the	politics,	culture	and	history	of	Shi'ite	Islam	By	Juan
Ricardo	Cole^	Art	and	culture:	endeavours	in	interpretation	By	Ahsan	Jan	Qaisar,	Som	Prakash	Verma,	Mohammad	Habib^	a	b	Encyclopdia	Iranica	"Avadh"	Archived	17	May	2017	at	the	Wayback	Machine,	E.	Yarshater^	"Faizabad,	town,	India"	Archived	7	September	2005	at	the	Wayback	Machine.	The	Columbia	Encyclopedia,	6th	Edition.	200107^
P.L.	Gupta:	Coins,	4th	ed.,	New	Delhi:	National	Book	Trust,	p.	178.^	Malika	Mohammada	(2007),	The	foundations	of	the	composite	culture	in	India,	Aakar	Books,	2007,	ISBN978-81-89833-18-3,	archived	from	the	original	on	10	March	2024,	retrieved	1	October	2016,	...developed	in	Awadh	as	a	genre	of	composite	creativity.	...	of	multiple	Indian
cultural	traditions	and	provided	glimpses	of	the	Ganga-Jamuni	tehzeeb	of	north	India	with	Lucknow	as	its	centre	...^	"Lucnow	revisited	again".	lucknowrevisited.blogspot.com	Monday,	26	February	2007.	Archived	from	the	original	on	11	June	2012.	Retrieved	11	January	2012.^	The	Sunday	Tribune	Spectrum	Lead	Article	Archived	14	June	2013	at	the
Wayback	Machine.	Tribuneindia.com	(13	July	2003).	Retrieved	on	18	July	2013."Oudh".	The	Imperial	Gazetteer	of	India.	1909.	p.277.WorldStatesmen	India	Princely	States	A-JWikivoyage	has	a	travel	guide	for	Awadh.Retrieved	from	"	Saadat	Ali	Khan	The	First	Nawab	of	AwadhThe	Nawab	of	Awadh	is	a	title	that	was	given	to	the	rulers	of	the	Indian
princely	state	of	Awadh	or	Oudh,	as	it	was	referred	to	by	the	British.	The	Nawabs	of	Awadh	were	a	clan	of	rulers	that	came	from	Persia	in	the	early	18th	century.	Nawab	Saadat,	the	first	in	the	dynasty	came	from	Persia	in	1724	and	established	the	state	of	Awadh	at	a	time	when	the	Mughal	empire	was	shrinking.	Taking	advantage	of	the	situation,	he
gained	supremacy	over	Awadh	and	made	Faizabad	the	capital.The	glory	of	Awadh	can	be	seen	in	the	present	day	cities	of	Uttar	Pradesh	such	as	Lucknow,	Kanpur,	and	Faizabad.	Lucknow,	in	particular,	owes	a	lot	of	its	present	day	charm	and	infrastructure	which	includes	fine	arts	and	cuisine	to	the	former	rulers	of	Awadh,	who	later	made	Lucknow
their	capital.Origin	and	HistoryAwadh	was	earlier	called	by	the	name	Lakshmanpur	Awadh	and	is	termed	as	an	ancient	Hindu	state	that	has	roots	dating	back	to	the	popular	mythological	legend	of	Lord	Rama	of	Ayodhya	who	had	gifted	Awadh	to	his	brother	Lakshman.	Therefore,	the	original	name	of	Awadh	was	Lakshmanpur	which	was	located	in	the
outskirts	of	Ayodhya.	Hence,	the	name	Awadh	comes	from	the	name	Ayodhya	which	was	the	capital	of	the	Hindu	Kosal	province.At	a	time	when	the	Mughal	empire	was	disintegrating,	a	soldier	in	the	Mughal	army	reaped	rich	rewards	when	he	was	made	the	governor	of	Awadh.	Later	this	Nazim	or	Governor	became	the	Nawab.	The	Nawabs	of	Awadh
received	a	fair	degree	of	autonomy	from	the	Mughal	rulers	in	Delhi,	however,	their	alliance	with	the	British	East	India	Company	ensured	that	they	would	not	remain	independent	for	long.	The	British	had	eyed	the	wealthy	state	of	Awadh	for	long	and	after	the	defeat	of	the	Shuja-ud-Daula,	Nawab	of	Awadh	in	the	Battle	of	Plassey,	fortunes	took	a	turn
for	the	royal	family	of	Awadh.	Nevertheless,	despite	having	to	forfeit	a	lot	of	its	territory	to	the	British,	the	Nawab	still	managed	to	maintain	a	harmonious	relationship	with	the	British	and	became	their	chief	ally.What	one	cannot	overlook	while	exploring	the	history	of	this	region	and	era,	is	the	opulent	lifestyle	led	by	the	princes.	Till	date,	anything
related	to	Avadh,	whether	its	clothes,	monuments,	food,	or	jewelry,	spells	grandeur	and	defines	Indian	prosperity.Safdarjung	The	Second	Nawab	of	AwadhStyleThe	Nawabs	of	Awadh	were	very	lavish	and	opulent.	They	were	connoisseurs	of	fine	fabrics	and	jewellery	which	can	be	seen	in	their	portraits.	From	the	usage	of	finest	makhmal	or	velvet,	to
mulmul	or	cotton-	the	royal	robes	of	the	royalty	exuded	grandeur.	There	attire	had	a	very	dexterous	embellishment	of	zardozi	or	chikankari	work.	Even	the	popular	14th	century	poet	Amir	Khusrau	had	described	the	fabric	of	the	Nawabs	robes	as	something	so	light	and	transparent	that	it	seemed	as	if	the	body	was	only	covered	with	the	dampness	of
water.	The	Nawabs	in	the	18th	century	wore	an	embellished	choga	which	was	like	a	gown	which	had	a	lot	of	applique	details	along	with	embroidered	brocade.	Even	ornate	achkan-paijamas	and	topis	(hats)	were	very	common	with	the	princes	of	Awadh.	Common	motifs	found	on	the	royal	garments	were	that	of	flowers,	mangoes	and	stars.The	turban	of
the	Nawab	was	white	in	colour,	having	an	embellished	sarpech	adorning	it.	However,	the	Nawabs	were	extremely	influenced	by	the	regal	finery	of	the	British	and	even	indulged	in	wearing	the	Imperial	Crown	themselves.	The	crown	of	Oudh	was	a	huge	piece	of	headgear	that	had	12	pointed	diadems	all	covered	with	diamonds	with	a	huge	centerpiece
ruby.	This	elaborate	crown	however	could	not	be	worn	by	the	Nawab	as	it	depicted	the	Nawabs	equivalence	with	the	British	Crown	which	was	unacceptable.	The	umbrella	is	the	symbol	of	spiritual	leadership,	be	it	in	this	case,	of	the	Mughasl	or	of	the	Nawabs.Another	popular	dress	worn	by	the	Begums	of	Awadh	was	the	Farshi	Pajama	that	was
inspired	by	the	flowing	gowns	worn	by	the	British	women.	The	Farshi	Pajama	or	Gharara,	which	is	basically	a	divided	skirt	that	is	tight	from	the	thighs	and	then	flows	out	touching	the	floor,	was	worn	with	a	kurta	and	a	dupatta.Asuf-ud-Daula	The	Fourth	Nawab	of	AwadhInfluences	over	the	YearsThe	Awadhi	royalty	have	undoubtedly	left	a	lot	of
priceless	heritage	in	the	form	of	their	style	of	cooking	known	as	the	Awadhi	cuisine	amongst	the	countless	heritage	sites.	The	cuisine	of	the	Awadhis	is	derived	from	a	mix	of	Middle	East,	North	Indian	and	Central	Asian	flavors	and	was	also	heavily	influence	by	the	flavors	of	Kashmir,	Hyderabad,	Punjab	and	Mughal	food.	Apart	from	the	mouth-watering
cuisines,	the	Nawabs	of	Awadh	were	great	patrons	of	music,	poetry,	dance	and	drama.	From	the	popular	thumri	to	the	revival	of	kathak,	Lucknow	had	become	a	flourishing	cultural	center	under	the	patronage	of	the	Awadh	rulers.References	Share	copy	and	redistribute	the	material	in	any	medium	or	format	for	any	purpose,	even	commercially.	Adapt
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use	the	material.	Nawabs	of	Awadh	are	the	richest	cultural	heritage	of	the	great	city.	Also	known	as	the	city	of	Nawabs,	Lucknow,	which	was	a	part	of	the	ancient	city	of	Awadh,	has	had	a	long	tradition	of	Nawabi	rule	which	has	added	to	the	grandeur	and	magnificence	of	the	city.	The	tradition	of	Nawabi	rule	started	with	the	advent	of	Mughal	rule	in
the	region.	Discussed	below	are	the	various	Nawabs	of	Awadh	in	chronological	order.	Saadat	Khan	Of	all	the	dependencies	of	the	Mughal	Empire,	Awadh	had	the	newest	dynasty	whose	founder	was	the	descendant	of	a	noble	family	of	Nishapur	in	Khurasan.	Mir	Muhammad	Amin,	entitled	Saadat	Khan,	was	the	son	of	Mir	Nasir	who	came	to	India	in
1707.	At	first,	Mir	Muhammad	Amin	entered	the	service	of	an	Amil	and	later	joined	Sarbuland	Khan,	Faujdar	of	Kara	Manikpur.	His	extraordinary	performance	soon	elevated	him	to	a	Mansab	under	Farrukh	Siyar,	who	became	emperor	in	1713.	Muhammad	Amin	was	instrumental	in	the	accession	of	Muhammad	Shah	and	the	overthrow	of	the	Saiyyid
brothers,	Abdullah	Khan	and	Husain	Ali,	who	attempted	to	become	king-makers.	Consequently,	he	was	favoured	with	rapid	promotions	and	was	given	the	title	of	Saadat	Khan	Bahadur	in	1720.	On	the	transfer	of	Raja	Girdhar	Nagar	to	Malwa	on	9	September	1722,	he	was	appointed	governor	of	Awadh.	Although	he	continued	to	be	interested	in	the
politics	of	the	Mughal	court,	he	played	decisive	roles	in	the	affairs	of	Awadh	in	general	and	Lucknow	in	particular.	The	city	of	Lucknow	was	the	stronghold	of	the	Shaikhzadas,	whose	unruly	attitude	was	causing	concern	to	the	Mughal	emperor.	For	establishing	his	supremacy	as	governor	of	Awadh,	Saadat	Khan	made	a	diplomatic	alliance	with	the
Shaikhs	of	Kakori.	He	was	able	to	defeat	the	Shaikhzadas	and	reduced	them	to	submission.	This	event	was	followed	by	the	submission	of	several	chieftains	and	aggressive	Zamindars	of	the	area	to	the	Mughal	authority.	The	Mughal	emperor	conferred	on	Saadat	Khan	the	title	of	Burhan	ul	Mulk	(symbol	of	the	state).	Saadat	Khan	consolidated	his
position	very	soon.	Peace	was	now	ensured	for	the	inhabitants,	and	highways	were	secure	for	caravans.	These	factors	resulted	in	the	growth	of	trade	and	commerce.	He	mostly	resided	at	Ayodhya	and	Lucknow.	He	chose	the	fish	as	his	emblem	and	it	later	became	the	most	popular	symbol	of	Awadh,	appearing	on	gates,	doorways	and	cornices	of
official	and	private	buildings	for	more	than	two	hundred	years.	Safdar	Jang	Saadat	Khan	died	on	19	March	1739,	and	his	son-in-law,	Muhammad	Maqim,	who	had	been	his	deputy	between	1724	and	1739,	succeeded	him.	He	was	given	the	title	of	Abul	Mansur	Khan	by	the	emperor.	Muhammad	Maqim	had	already	distinguished	himself	by	achieving
notable	success	in	every	expedition	led	by	Burhan	ul	Mulk,	gaining	the	post	of	Mir	Atish	or	Superintendant	of	the	Royal	Artillery.	The	Mughal	emperor	Ahmad	Shah	Bahadur	appointed	him	as	Wazir	on	29	June	1748,	with	the	title	of	Safdar	Jang.	The	Afghan	Nawab	Ahmad	Khan	Bangash	of	Farrukhabad	had	become	rather	powerful	during	this	time	and
even	went	on	to	defeated	the	forces	of	the	Wazir	and	occupied	Lucknow.	However,	they	were	soon	overthrown	by	the	Shaikhzadas	of	Lucknow	who	could	not	tolerate	the	atrocities	committed	by	the	Bangash	officials.	Consequently,	Awadh	again	came	under	the	administration	of	the	Nawab	Wazir.	The	palaces	of	the	Shaikhzadas	of	Lucknow	which
were	taken	over	by	Nawab	Saadat	Khan	`Burhan	ul	Mulk`	were	finally	declared	the	property	of	the	Nawab	Wazir	by	Safdar	Jang	and	the	Shaikzadas	were	granted	seven	hundred	acres	of	land	in	Dugawan,	in	exchange.	Soon,	Safdar	Jang	had	to	leave	for	Delhi	where	conspiracies	against	him	were	rampant.	Safdar	Jang	died	on	5	October	1754,	while
struggling	to	reconsolidate	his	position.	Shuja	ud	Daula	Safgdar	Jang`s	son,	Shuja	ud	Daula,	succeeded	him	to	the	Wazirat.	He	lived	mostly	at	Faizabad.	During	this	period	the	Nawab	was	subjected	to	frequent	interference	by	the	British	who	curtailed	his	freedom	with	regard	to	the	maintenance	of	troops	and	the	signing	of	treaties	with	other	regional
rulers.	The	British	extracted	fifty	lakhs	of	rupees	from	Shuja	ud	Duala	and	appointed	a	Resident	at	Lucknow.	In	spite	of	interference	by	the	British,	Shuja	ud	Daula	administered	Awadh	well.	The	economy	of	the	province	continued	to	flourish	and	the	city	of	Faizabad	was	adorned	with	stately	buildings,	both	secular	and	religious.	Lucknow	also
continued	to	enjoy	agrarian	and	commercial	prosperity.	Shuja	ud	Daula	died	on	26	January	1775,	at	the	age	of	forty-three,	leaving	a	full	treasury	supported	by	abundant	revenue.	Nawab	Asaf	ud	Daula	After	Shuja	ud	Daula	became	the	most	popular	Wazir	of	the	empire,	Nawab	Asaf	ud	Daula	who	transferred	his	seat	of	government	from	Faizabad	to
Lucknow.	According	to	the	Tarikh	Farha	Bakhsh,	the	process	of	transfer	commenced	from	the	very	first	year	of	his	accession.	Four	months	after	his	accession,	Asaf	ud	Daula	had	to	sign	a	fresh	treaty	with	the	British	on	21	May	1775.	While	it	affirmed	"friendship	and	perfect	union"	between	the	Nawab	and	the	British	East	India	Company,	it	also
stipulated	that	the	Nawab	should	employ	no	Europeans	without	the	sanction	of	the	Company	that	neither	party	should	consent	to	any	proposals	made	to	it	by	the	emperor	of	Delhi	against	the	other,	that	Kara	and	Allahabad	should	always	remain	in	possession	of	the	Nawab,	and	(Varanasi)	Jaunpur,	Ghazipur	and	other	possessions	of	Raja	Chet	Singh,
yielding	an	annual	revenue	of	twenty-three	lakhs,	should	be	ceded	to	the	Company.	Also,	all	arrears	due	against	Asaf	ud	Daula`s	father	were	to	be	paid	by	the	Nawab.	The	Company	on	its	part	undertook	to	defend	Awadh,	Kara,	Allahabad	and	the	recent	acquisitions	of	Shuja	ud	Daula	in	Rohilkhand	and	the	Doab.	According	to	Mirza	Abu	Talib,	the
annual	revenue	of	Lucknow	was	far	more	than	that	of	Delhi	and	Varanasi,	which	is	why	the	Company	continued	to	increase	their	claims	from	the	Nawab	of	Awadh.	Moreover,	Delhi	was	already	robbed	of	its	grandeur	and	wealth.	Sir	John	Shore,	Governor	General,	visited	Lucknow	in	1797	and	forced	Nawab	Asaf	ud	Daula	to	pay	five	and	a	half	lakhs	of
rupees	per	annum	to	the	Company	for	the	maintenance	of	additional	troops,	both	of	Indian	and	European	origin.	The	Nawab	was	not	inclined	to	accept	the	demand.	He	fell	seriously	ill	soon	thereafter,	and	refusing	to	take	medicines,	died	a	few	days	later,	on	20	September	1797.	He	was	laid	to	rest	in	his	celebrated	Bara	Imambara.	Asaf	ud	Daula	was
responsible	for	the	overall	development	and	extension	of	the	city	of	Lucknow,	and	built	several	stately	edifices	and	ornamental	gardens,	which	still	give	their	names	to	the	old	Mohallas.	Wazir	Ali	Asaf	ud	Daula	was	succeeded	by	his	son	Wazir	Ali,	whose	accession	was	challenged	by	his	uncle	Sadat	Ali,	on	grounds	of	his	spurious	birth,	but	Wazir	Ali`s
claim	was	accepted	by	the	British.	However,	Sir	John	Shore`s	constricting	policies	annoyed	Wazir	Ali	who	enjoyed	his	freedom.	As	a	result	he	was	superseded	by	Sadat	Ali	Khan,	who	agreed	to	please	the	Governor	General.	Sadat	Ali	Khan	Sadat	Ali	Khan	was	summoned	from	Varanasi	and	proclaimed	Nawab	Wazir	on	21	January	1798,	and	a	treaty	of
seventeen	articles	was	signed	in	pursuance	of	the	previous	understanding	between	him	and	the	Governor-General.	The	Nawab	had	to	give	up	the	Allahabad	Fort	and	pay	rupees	eight	lakhs	for	its	repairs.	Moreover,	the	annual	subsidy	paid	by	the	Nawab	Wazir,	which	amounted	to	over	fifty-six	lakhs,	was	now	raised	to	seventy-six	lakhs.	The	Nawab	had
to	surrender	the	districts	of	Rohilkhand,	Farrukhabad,	Mainpuri,	Etawah,	Kanpur,	Fatehgarh,	Allahabad,	Azamgarh,	Basti	and	Gorakhpur.	Sadat	Ali	Khan	was	an	efficient	administrator	and	undertook	a	number	of	policies	for	the	welfare	of	the	people.	In	spite	of	the	high-handed	policies	of	the	British,	Nawab	Saadat	Ali	Khan	left	a	full	treasury.
Ghaziuddin	Haidar	Nawab	Saadat	Ali	died	in	July	1814,	and	was	succeeded	by	his	son,	Ghaziuddin	Haidar.	The	British	again	resorted	to	new	methods	of	obtaining	benefits	from	the	flourishing	treasury	of	Awadh.	In	1814,	a	million	rupees	were	borrowed	for	the	Nepal	war.	A	second	million	was	borrowed	the	following	year,	but	this	debt	was	liquidated
in	1816	by	the	accession	of	Khairgarh	and	the	Terai	area	of	the	foothills	of	Nepal,	Ghaziuddin	Haidar	also	presented	to	the	Company	a	fully-equipped	regiment	of	cavalry	at	his	own	expense	and	supplied	a	large	number	of	elephants	as	well.	The	Nawab	was	an	able	administrator	and	Lucknow	was	rather	peaceful	under	his	reign.	He	was	a	learned	man
fond	of	studies	in	Philology	and	Philosophy.	He	also	had	a	strong	taste	for	mechanics	and	chemistry.	Nasiruddin	Haidar	Ghaziuddin	Haidar	died	on	18	October	1827,	and	his	son	Nasiruddin	Haidar	ascended	the	throne.	He	was	regarded	as	a	very	benevolent	prince	by	the	people	of	Awadh,	and	his	generosity	is	remembered	in	Lucknow	even	today.
During	his	reign	he	granted	a	monthly	allowance	of	three	thousand	rupees	to	the	students	of	the	Lucknow	College.	He	built	two	big	hospitals	-	the	Shahi	Yunani	Shafa	Khana	and	the	Darush	Shafa,	which	provided	free	medical	treatment,	lodging	and	food	for	the	poor.	He	also	built	a	Sehatkhana	for	lepers	at	Badshah	Nagar.	He	is	said	to	have
prohibited	the	buying	and	selling	of	slaves,	a	practice	which,	though	rare	in	Awadh,	was	still	prevalent	in	several	parts	of	India.	Moreover,	he	made	zealous	efforts	to	provide	for	the	protection	and	security	of	his	people.	Nasiruddin	Haidar	died	suddenly	on	7	July	1837	and	his	step-mother,	Padshah	Begum,	placed	her	son	Munna	Jan	on	the	throne	in
the	Lal	Baradari.	Muhammad	Ali	Shah	During	this	time	the	British	again	repeated	their	intervening	role	and	crowned	Muhammad	Ali	Shah	the	King	of	Awadh	and	made	him	pay	one	lakh	sixty	thousand	pounds	per	annum.	Muhammad	Ali	Shah	introduced	several	administrative	reforms.	He	succeeded	in	reviving	the	Amani	system	of	revenue	(the	direct
collection	of	taxes	by	the	state	officials)	introduced	by	Nawab	Saadat	Ali	Khan,	over	a	portion	of	the	territory,	a	system	of	revenue	which	earned	him	thirty-five	lakhs	of	rupees.	Amjad	Ali	Shah	Muhammad	Ali	Shah	died	on	16	May	1842,	and	was	laid	to	rest	in	his	magnificent	Imambara	at	Husainabad.	His	son	Amjad	Ali	Shah	became	the	king	and
reigned	peacefully	for	five	years.	He	was	responsible	for	the	construction	of	the	fashionable	market	at	Hazratganj	and	the	Imambara	of	Sibtainabad	in	which	he	was	buried	upon	his	death	on	13	February	1847.	Wajid	Ali	Shah	The	last	king	of	Awadh	was	his	son,	Wajid	Ali	Shah,	whose	fame	as	a	lover	of	art,	poetry,	drama	and	music	has	survived	till	this
day.	He	himself	was	a	poet,	composing	verse	in	pure	Urdu	language.	His	monumental	palaces	and	gardens,	namely	the	Kaisar	Bagh	complex	and	Chhatar	Manzil,	are	part	of	the	celebrated	architectural	heritage	of	Lucknow.	Thus	discussed	above	is	a	brief	account	of	the	various	Nawabs	who	held	sway	over	Awadh.	The	Nawabs	are	an	integral	part	of
the	culture	of	Lucknow	and	the	city	is	still	known	for	the	grandeur	and	glory	of	the	Nawabs	long	gone.	Only	Ias	Exam14:10	History	of	Oudh	(	Uttar	Pradesh)(	1722	to	1856):The	Independent	state	of	Oudh	was	founded	by	Saadat	Khan	in	1722	and	lasted	up	to	1856.The	following	were	major	Nawab	of	Oudh:Saadat	Khan	(Burhan-ul-mulk)Safdar	Jung	(
Abbdul	Mansur)Shuja-ud-Doula	(	1754	to	1775)Asaf-ud-doulaWajid	Ali	ShahSaadat	Khan	(Burhan-ul-mulk):In	1722,	the	Mughal	Emperor	Muhammad	Shah	appointed	Saadat	Khan	as	governor	of	Awadh.	He	gave	the	title	of	Burhan	Ul	Mulk	to	Saadat	Khna.He	was	the	first	Nawab	of	the	State	of	Awadh,	which	was	a	semi-autonomous	state,	and	worked
within	the	Mughal	Empire.	He	founded	the	Faizabad	city	and	made	the	capital	of	Awadh.The	Muhammad	Shah	Rangilla	appointed	Saadat	Khan	as	a	mediator	to	negotiate	with	the	Nadir	Shah	to	convince	him	not	to	attack	Delhi.Nadir	Shah	agreed,	and	it	returned	the	Emperor's	promise	to	pay	huge	money	to	Naadir	Shah.	However,	Muhammad	Shah
Rangilla	did	not	keep	his	promise,	therefore	Nadir	Shah	attacked	Delhi	in	1739	and	did	a	massacre,	and	he	took	away	the	renowned	Kohinoor	and	Peacock	Throne.Saadat	Khan	committed	suicide	after	this	event.Safdar	Jung	(	Abddul	Mansur):Safdar	Jung	was	the	son-in-law	of	Saadat	Khan,	he	fought	Maratha	from	the	side	of	Ahmad	Shah	Abdali.Shuja-
ud-Doula	(	1754	to	1775):During	Shuja-ud-Daula's	time,	the	battle	of	Buxer	happened	in	1764	between	the	East	Indian	Company	and	the	Combined	forces	of	Mughal,	Awadh,	and	Bengal.The	Treaty	of	Banaras	was	signed	between	Shuja-ud-Daula	and	Warren	Hasting	in	1773.Asaf-ud-daula:Asaf-ud-daula	transferred	the	capital	from	Faizabad	to
Lucknow	in	1775.The	Bara	Immabara	was	built	by	Asaf-udDaula	in	Lucknow.	It	is	a	pure	Lucknow	style	and	is	said	to	be	the	world's	biggest	hall	of	its	kind.Today,	Lucknow	is	known	as	the	city	of	Nawab.	It	is	the	capital	of	Uttar	Pradesh.Wajid	Ali	Shah:Wajid	Ali	Shah	was	the	last	Nawab	(	king)	of	Awadh.	Lord	Dalhousie	captured	Awadh	due	to
mismanagement	or	corruption	in	1856.MCQ	on	History	of	Awadh	(	Oudh):1.	Who	was	the	founder	of	the	Oudh	State?a)	Wajid	Ali	Shahb)	Asaf-ud-doulac)	Saadat	Khand)	Abdul	Mansur	Answer.	c)	Saadat	KhanSaadat	Khan	founded	the	Oudh	State	in	1722.	2.	Who	was	the	last	Nawab	of	Oudh	(	Awadh)	State?a)	Wajid	Ali	Shahb)	Asaf-ud-doulac)	Saadat
Khand)	Abdul	Mansur	Answer.	a)	Wajid	Ali	ShahLord	Dalhousie	captured	Awadh	due	to	mismanagement	or	corruption	in	1856.	3.	Who	constructed	Bara	Immabara	in	Lucknow?a)	Wajid	Ali	Shahb)	Asaf-ud-doulac)	Saadat	Khand)	Abdul	Mansur	Answer.	b)	Asaf-ud-doulaAsaf-ud-doula	constructed	Bara	Immabara	in	Lucknow	and	also	transferred	its
capital	from	Faizabad	to	Lucknow.	4.	The	Treaty	of	Banaras	was	signed	in	which	year?a)	1756b)	1773c)	1775d)	1856	Answer.	b)	1773The	Treaty	of	Banarash	was	signed	between	Shuja-ud-Daula	and	Warren	Hasting	in	1773.	5.	Which	of	the	following	Awadh	(	Oudh)	Nawab	Committed	Suicide?a)	Wajid	Ali	Shahb)	Asaf-ud-doulac)	Saadat	Khand)	Abdul
Mansur	6.You	may	like	also:	|	(	)	|	(1722	1856)	Share	copy	and	redistribute	the	material	in	any	medium	or	format	for	any	purpose,	even	commercially.	Adapt	remix,	transform,	and	build	upon	the	material	for	any	purpose,	even	commercially.	The	licensor	cannot	revoke	these	freedoms	as	long	as	you	follow	the	license	terms.	Attribution	You	must	give
appropriate	credit	,	provide	a	link	to	the	license,	and	indicate	if	changes	were	made	.	You	may	do	so	in	any	reasonable	manner,	but	not	in	any	way	that	suggests	the	licensor	endorses	you	or	your	use.	ShareAlike	If	you	remix,	transform,	or	build	upon	the	material,	you	must	distribute	your	contributions	under	the	same	license	as	the	original.	No
additional	restrictions	You	may	not	apply	legal	terms	or	technological	measures	that	legally	restrict	others	from	doing	anything	the	license	permits.	You	do	not	have	to	comply	with	the	license	for	elements	of	the	material	in	the	public	domain	or	where	your	use	is	permitted	by	an	applicable	exception	or	limitation	.	No	warranties	are	given.	The	license
may	not	give	you	all	of	the	permissions	necessary	for	your	intended	use.	For	example,	other	rights	such	as	publicity,	privacy,	or	moral	rights	may	limit	how	you	use	the	material.	Saadat	Ali	Khan	The	First	Nawab	of	AwadhThe	Nawab	of	Awadh	is	a	title	that	was	given	to	the	rulers	of	the	Indian	princely	state	of	Awadh	or	Oudh,	as	it	was	referred	to	by
the	British.	The	Nawabs	of	Awadh	were	a	clan	of	rulers	that	came	from	Persia	in	the	early	18th	century.	Nawab	Saadat,	the	first	in	the	dynasty	came	from	Persia	in	1724	and	established	the	state	of	Awadh	at	a	time	when	the	Mughal	empire	was	shrinking.	Taking	advantage	of	the	situation,	he	gained	supremacy	over	Awadh	and	made	Faizabad	the
capital.The	glory	of	Awadh	can	be	seen	in	the	present	day	cities	of	Uttar	Pradesh	such	as	Lucknow,	Kanpur,	and	Faizabad.	Lucknow,	in	particular,	owes	a	lot	of	its	present	day	charm	and	infrastructure	which	includes	fine	arts	and	cuisine	to	the	former	rulers	of	Awadh,	who	later	made	Lucknow	their	capital.Origin	and	HistoryAwadh	was	earlier	called
by	the	name	Lakshmanpur	Awadh	and	is	termed	as	an	ancient	Hindu	state	that	has	roots	dating	back	to	the	popular	mythological	legend	of	Lord	Rama	of	Ayodhya	who	had	gifted	Awadh	to	his	brother	Lakshman.	Therefore,	the	original	name	of	Awadh	was	Lakshmanpur	which	was	located	in	the	outskirts	of	Ayodhya.	Hence,	the	name	Awadh	comes
from	the	name	Ayodhya	which	was	the	capital	of	the	Hindu	Kosal	province.At	a	time	when	the	Mughal	empire	was	disintegrating,	a	soldier	in	the	Mughal	army	reaped	rich	rewards	when	he	was	made	the	governor	of	Awadh.	Later	this	Nazim	or	Governor	became	the	Nawab.	The	Nawabs	of	Awadh	received	a	fair	degree	of	autonomy	from	the	Mughal
rulers	in	Delhi,	however,	their	alliance	with	the	British	East	India	Company	ensured	that	they	would	not	remain	independent	for	long.	The	British	had	eyed	the	wealthy	state	of	Awadh	for	long	and	after	the	defeat	of	the	Shuja-ud-Daula,	Nawab	of	Awadh	in	the	Battle	of	Plassey,	fortunes	took	a	turn	for	the	royal	family	of	Awadh.	Nevertheless,	despite
having	to	forfeit	a	lot	of	its	territory	to	the	British,	the	Nawab	still	managed	to	maintain	a	harmonious	relationship	with	the	British	and	became	their	chief	ally.What	one	cannot	overlook	while	exploring	the	history	of	this	region	and	era,	is	the	opulent	lifestyle	led	by	the	princes.	Till	date,	anything	related	to	Avadh,	whether	its	clothes,	monuments,	food,
or	jewelry,	spells	grandeur	and	defines	Indian	prosperity.Safdarjung	The	Second	Nawab	of	AwadhStyleThe	Nawabs	of	Awadh	were	very	lavish	and	opulent.	They	were	connoisseurs	of	fine	fabrics	and	jewellery	which	can	be	seen	in	their	portraits.	From	the	usage	of	finest	makhmal	or	velvet,	to	mulmul	or	cotton-	the	royal	robes	of	the	royalty	exuded
grandeur.	There	attire	had	a	very	dexterous	embellishment	of	zardozi	or	chikankari	work.	Even	the	popular	14th	century	poet	Amir	Khusrau	had	described	the	fabric	of	the	Nawabs	robes	as	something	so	light	and	transparent	that	it	seemed	as	if	the	body	was	only	covered	with	the	dampness	of	water.	The	Nawabs	in	the	18th	century	wore	an
embellished	choga	which	was	like	a	gown	which	had	a	lot	of	applique	details	along	with	embroidered	brocade.	Even	ornate	achkan-paijamas	and	topis	(hats)	were	very	common	with	the	princes	of	Awadh.	Common	motifs	found	on	the	royal	garments	were	that	of	flowers,	mangoes	and	stars.The	turban	of	the	Nawab	was	white	in	colour,	having	an
embellished	sarpech	adorning	it.	However,	the	Nawabs	were	extremely	influenced	by	the	regal	finery	of	the	British	and	even	indulged	in	wearing	the	Imperial	Crown	themselves.	The	crown	of	Oudh	was	a	huge	piece	of	headgear	that	had	12	pointed	diadems	all	covered	with	diamonds	with	a	huge	centerpiece	ruby.	This	elaborate	crown	however	could
not	be	worn	by	the	Nawab	as	it	depicted	the	Nawabs	equivalence	with	the	British	Crown	which	was	unacceptable.	The	umbrella	is	the	symbol	of	spiritual	leadership,	be	it	in	this	case,	of	the	Mughasl	or	of	the	Nawabs.Another	popular	dress	worn	by	the	Begums	of	Awadh	was	the	Farshi	Pajama	that	was	inspired	by	the	flowing	gowns	worn	by	the
British	women.	The	Farshi	Pajama	or	Gharara,	which	is	basically	a	divided	skirt	that	is	tight	from	the	thighs	and	then	flows	out	touching	the	floor,	was	worn	with	a	kurta	and	a	dupatta.Asuf-ud-Daula	The	Fourth	Nawab	of	AwadhInfluences	over	the	YearsThe	Awadhi	royalty	have	undoubtedly	left	a	lot	of	priceless	heritage	in	the	form	of	their	style	of
cooking	known	as	the	Awadhi	cuisine	amongst	the	countless	heritage	sites.	The	cuisine	of	the	Awadhis	is	derived	from	a	mix	of	Middle	East,	North	Indian	and	Central	Asian	flavors	and	was	also	heavily	influence	by	the	flavors	of	Kashmir,	Hyderabad,	Punjab	and	Mughal	food.	Apart	from	the	mouth-watering	cuisines,	the	Nawabs	of	Awadh	were	great
patrons	of	music,	poetry,	dance	and	drama.	From	the	popular	thumri	to	the	revival	of	kathak,	Lucknow	had	become	a	flourishing	cultural	center	under	the	patronage	of	the	Awadh	rulers.References	Awadh	Kingdom,	formerly	known	as	the	United	Provinces	of	Agra	and	Oudh	before	independence,	is	a	territory	and	proposed	kingdom	in	the	modern
Indian	state	of	Uttar	Pradesh.	It	is	also	also	referred	to	as	Avadh	or	Oudh	in	British	history	texts.	With	Faizabad	as	its	initial	capital	and	Saadat	Ali	Khan	as	its	first	Subadar	Nawab	and	ancestor	of	the	Nawabs	of	Awadh	dynasty.	You	will	learn	about	the	Awadh	Kingdom	in	this	article,	which	will	help	you	with	your	preparation	for	the	UPSC	Civil	Service
Exam.Awadh	Kingdom	HistoryAwadh	was	another	Mughal	province	to	achieve	independence	during	the	eighteenth	century.	Saadat	Khan	was	appointed	the	Mughal	governor	of	Awadh	in	1722.	The	rajas	and	zamindars	of	Awadh	assigned	him	the	task	of	quelling	uprisings.	These	local	rajas	and	zamindars	used	to	defy	the	Mughal	government	for	years
by	refusing	to	pay	the	land	tax,	raising	their	own	private	armies,	building	forts,	and	more.	Saadat	Khan	attacked	them	in	battle.He	was	successful	in	putting	a	stop	to	lawlessness	and	punishing	the	powerful	zamindars,	which	increased	the	governments	financial	resources.	All	of	these	tasks	were	completed	by	Saadat	Khan	in	a	year,	and	as	a	reward,
Muhammad	Shah,	the	Mughal	emperor,	gave	him	the	title	of	Burhan-ul-Mulk.Saadat	Khan,	however,	did	not	like	the	Mughal	court	politics.	As	a	result,	he	made	the	decision	to	consolidate	his	influence	in	Awadh	and	had	his	son-in-law	Safdar	Jung	appointed	as	his	deputy	governor	by	the	Mughal	Emperor.Read	about:	Decline	of	Mughal	EmpireAwadh
Kingdom	and	Jagir	AdministrationBy	reforming	the	jagirdari	system,	Saadat	Khan.	Jagirdars	received	assistance	from	amils,	or	local	agents	(local	officials	who	were	the	representatives	of	the	Mughal	government	in	the	different	provinces).	Amils	was	crucial	to	the	governance	of	Jagir.	Even	if	the	jagirdar	was	relocated,	the	amils	in	Awadh	were
occasionally	of	local	provenance	and	were	allowed	to	remain	there	for	an	extended	period	of	time.In	the	18th	century,	Amils	became	revenue	farmers	and	paid	the	jagirdar	a	down	payment	from	the	revenue	they	would	gather	from	the	area	while	keeping	a	portion	for	themselves.	Saadat	Khan	understood	that	the	administrative	reforms	would	not	be
accepted	by	the	amils	as	he	had	hoped.Saadat	Khan	thus	adopted	the	practise	of	directly	overseeing	the	amils	and	allocating	a	portion	of	the	jagirs	income	specifically	for	the	amils	duties.	This	action	assisted	in	reducing	and	stifling	the	jagirdars	power.	Saadat	Khan	now	directly	appointed	the	amils,	who	had	previously	been	appointed	by	the	Mughal
emperor	(governor	of	Awadh).	Chaudharis	and	qanungoes,	the	local	hereditary	officials,	were	now	answerable	to	the	amil	rather	than	the	jagirdar.	The	governor	thereby	took	over	the	jagirdars	authority.Saadat	Khans	(Burhan-ul-mulk)	strategy	attempted	to	reduce	the	influence	of	the	jagirdars.	Despite	his	efforts,	Burhan-ul-mulk	was	unable	to	abolish
the	jagir	system.	The	Jagir	system	had	many	inconsistencies	(unlawful	levies,	revenue	farming	etc.).	In	certain	ways,	his	successor	Safdarjung	was	successful	in	less	jagirs.Read	about:	Later	MughalAwadh	Kingdom	Nawab1.	Saadat	Khan	Burhan-ul-MulkIn	the	year	1722,	he	created	the	independent	state	of	Awadh.	He	was	chosen	by	the	Mughal
Emperor	Muhammad	Shah	to	serve	as	governor,	and	he	had	a	significant	impact	on	imperial	affairs	during	the	Nadir	Shah	invasion.	He	killed	himself	in	order	to	lose	his	name	and	honor.2.	Safdar	Jung/	Adbdul	MansurHe	was	Saadat	Khans	son-in-law	and	fought	alongside	him	in	the	Battle	of	Manpur	against	Ahmed	Shah	Abdali	(AD	1748).3.	Shuja-ud-
daulaHe	was	an	ally	of	the	Afghan	Ahmed	Shah	Abdali	and	the	son	of	Safdar	Jung.	By	fighting	Rohillas	with	the	assistance	of	the	British,	he	annexed	Rohilkhnad	to	Awadh	in	AD	1774.4.	Asaf-ud-daulaHe	was	well	known	for	advancing	Lucknow	culture	and	creating	significant	structures	like	the	Imambara	and	Rumi	Darwaza.	He	joined	the	British	in



signing	the	Treaty	of	Faizabad	in	AD	1755.5.	Wajid	Ali	ShahHe	was	the	last	king	of	Awadh,	also	known	as	Jaan-i-Alam	and	Akhtarpiya,	but	British	Lord	Dalhousie	captured	the	region	because	of	his	poor	leadership.	He	was	a	fan	of	traditional	music	and	dance,	and	there	were	artists	there	like	the	Kalka-Binda	Brothers.Awadh	Kingdom	DeclineLate	in
1754,	Safdar	Jung	passed	away.	Shuja-ud-daula	was	given	the	position	of	governor	of	Awadh	by	Alamgir	II,	a	puppet	Mughal	emperor.	Shuja	accompanied	Afghan	leader	Ahmad	Shah	Abdali	as	he	travelled	to	India	for	the	Third	Battle	of	Panipat	(1761)	in	an	effort	to	demoralise	the	Marathas.	The	English	East	India	Company	presented	a	significant
threat	to	Shuja-ud-Daula	in	1764.	(Battle	of	Buxar).	This	was	the	last	straw	for	Awadhs	independence.Awadh	Kingdom	UPSCOnly	in	the	late	16th	century,	during	Akbars	Mughal	era,	is	modern	Awadh	referenced	in	historical	accounts.	The	term	Oudh,	or	Awadh,	appears	to	have	been	used	to	refer	to	just	one	of	the	ancient	divisions	or	Sarkars,	roughly
equivalent	to	old	Pachhimrath.	The	boundaries	of	the	subah	(imperial	top-level	province),	as	well	as	its	internal	divisions,	appear	to	have	changed	frequently	from	prehistory	until	Akbars	reign.When	British	India	was	annexed	in	1858,	it	seems	to	have	been	around	the	same	size	as	the	Province	of	Oudh.	The	Awadh	Kingdom	is	fully	described	in	this
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of	Lucknow	Ayodhya	Tour	(Excursion	Ex	Lucknow)	Realms	of	Lucknows	History	The	Nawab	of	Awadh	or	the	Nawab	of	Oudh	(IPA:/ad/)	was	the	title	of	the	rulers	who	governed	the	state	of	Oudh	or	Awadh	in	south	India	during	the	18th	and	19th	centuries.	The	Nawabs	of	Awadh	belonged	to	a	dynasty	of	Qara-Qoyunlu	origin	from	Nishapur.	Saadat	Khan
(17221739)	became	the	first	Nawab	of	Awadh	in	1722.[1]	He	was	a	Mughal	wazir	and	the	founder	of	the	state	of	Awadh.[2]	"Sultanpur,	Uttar	Pradesh".	INDIAN	COINS.	Archived	from	the	original	on	9	November	2017.	Retrieved	4	February	2016.	Indian	History,	ed.	V.K.	Agnihotri	(New	Delhi:	Allied	Publishers,	2010),	p.	xxxiii	This	short	article	about
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