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Please follow the steps below before your immigrant visa interview at theU.S. Embassy in Singapore. Before your interview, you must register online to either designate the office where you wish to collect your issued visa packet or to enter a delivery address. Registration is free. Click the Register link below to register.Register >> As soon as you
receive your appointment date, you must schedule a medical exam in Singapore. Click the Medical Exam Instructions link below for a list of designated doctors offices in Singapore. Please schedule and attend a medical exam with one of these doctors before your interview.Medical Exam Instructions >> It is important that you bring all required
original documents to your interview. Weve created a checklist that will tell you what to bring. Please print the checklist below and bring it to your interview along with the listed documents. Pre-Interview Checklist >> Read our interview guidelines to learn about any special actions that you need to take before your visa interview. Interview
Guidelines >> All immigrant visa applicants, regardless of age, require a medical examination prior to the issuance of a visa. Only a physician accredited by the U.S. Embassy can perform this exam. It is your responsibility to schedule a medical exam with the hospital listed below before your visa interview appointment at the U.S. Embassy. Medical
examination results from other physicians will not be accepted.Approved PhysicianAmerican International Clinic10 Sinaran Drive #10-10Novena Medical CentreSingapore 307506Tel: 6397-7129Email: enquiries@aiclinic.com.sgInternational Medical Clinicl Orchard Boulevard #14-01Camden Medical CentreSingapore 248649Tel: 6733-4440Email:
camden@imc-healthcare.comInternational Medical Clinic3 Lorong Liput #01-04/05/06Holland PiazzaSingapore 277725Tel: 6465-4440 (option 3)Email: hollandvillage@imc-healthcare.com The doctor will need the following items to complete the medical exam forms:Your visa interview appointment letter,Your passport,Four (4) recently taken
passport-sized color photographs,A copy of your immunization records, andDS-260 confirmation page.Any medical examination fees, including x-ray and blood test fees, must be paid directly to the examining physician. The medical examination will include a medical history review, physical examination, and chest X-ray, gonorrhea test, and blood tests
(for applicants 15 years of age or older). The United States also requires tuberculosis (TB) testing for all applicants two years of age and older.Please be prepared to discuss your medical history, medications you are taking, and current treatments you are undergoing. More information on general medical requirements for U.S. immigrants is available
via the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention's website.U.S. immigration law requires immigrant visa applicants to obtain certain vaccinations prior to the issuance of a visa. Current immigrant visa vaccination requirements are available via cdc.gov. You can also read Frequently Asked Questions about our medical examination requirements via
travel.state.gov. When your examination is completed, the doctor will either provide you with exam results in a sealed envelope orsend them directly to the U.S. Embassy. IF GIVEN AN ENVELOPE TO CARRY TO YOUR INTERVIEW, DO NOT OPEN THIS ENVELOPE. Instead, bring it to your visa interview.Any x-rays taken will be given to you. You DO
NOT need to bring the x-rays to your visa interview unless you suffer from tuberculosis (TB). However, you must carry the x-rays with you when you travel to the United States for the first time. The medical report must be less than six months old when you enter the United States as an immigrant. back to top All documents not in English must be
accompanied by an English translation certified by a competent translator and sworn to before a Notary Public. Court documents such as divorce papers must be either original with a court seal or a court-certified copy. Copies certified by a lawyer are not acceptable.Please use the list below to determine the items that the applicant must bring to the
immigrant visa interview:A copy of your NVC interview letter (does not apply to Diversity Visa,fianc(e), adoptive, or asylee/refugee applicants).Unexpired passport valid for six months beyond your intended date of entry to the United Statesanda photocopy of the biographic page(where your name and photo are located). Visas are issued in the name in
your passport. Children must have their own individual passports.Two (2) color photographs of each person applying for a visa (5 cm x 5 cm, or 2 inch x 2 inch). Please review ouronline photo requirements.Confirmation page from the Form DS-260 Application for an Immigrant Visa you submitted online atceac.state.gov/iv.Youroriginalbirth certificate,
English translation,anda photocopy.If an official birth certificate is not obtainable, present the best possible secondary evidence, such as a baptismal certificate, hospital certificate, school records, and/or a notarized affidavit from the parents. Secondary evidence should be accompanied by an official statement by the authority stating that no records
are available.Original or certified copies of birth certificates for all children of the principal applicant (even if he or she is not accompanying). Applicants who fall into any category below should bring these additional documents:For family-based visa applications:The appropriateForm I-864 Affidavit of Supportforeachfinancial sponsor along with a
photocopy of the sponsors IRS transcript or most recent U.S. federal income tax return, and any relevant W-2s.Proof of your U.S. petitioners status and domicile in the United States (photocopy of a U.S. passport, naturalization certificate, or lawful permanent resident card).Evidence of the relationship between the petitioner and visa applicant (such
as photographs, letters, or emails).If you are married: Youroriginalmarriage certificate, English translation,anda photocopy.If you were previously married:Youroriginaldivorce or spouses death certificate, English translation,anda photocopylf you are older than 16 years of age:The original police certificate from your country of current residence and
countries of previous residence. If these three items are all true, you must bring a more recent police certificate to the interview:You are older than 16 years;You obtained a police certificate more than one year ago; andYou still live in the country that issued the police certificate.For employment-based visa applications:Letter from your U.S. employer
dated less than one month ago.If you have ever been convicted of a crime:Court and criminal records, English translation, and a photocopy.If you have served in any countrys military:Military records, English translation, and a photocopy.If you are adopted:Adoption papers or custody documents, English translation,anda photocopy.If you are the
petitioners stepchild:Theoriginalmarriage certificate of the petitioner and your biological parent, English translation,anda photocopy along with divorce records for any previous marriages of either parent.Filipino applicants and applicants of other nationalities residing in the Philippines: You must obtain a Certificate of No Marriage (CENOMAR) from
the Philippines Statistics Authority (PSA). The PSA must send the CENOMAR by mail directly to the Immigrant Visa Unit, Consular Section, U.S. Embassy Singapore, 27 Napier Road, Singapore 258508. We will not accept CENOMARs submitted by individual applicants.back to top Rescheduling or cancelling your interview If you are unable to attend
your appointment, please inform the Consular Section at Singapore Visa Navigatoras soon as possible. There may be a significant wait before the next available appointment, so please attempt to attend the date already assigned.For some family-based and employment preference visa categories, a visa became available within the month you have
been scheduled by NVC. DV applicants should be aware that visas are numerically limited and must be issued by September 30 of the program year. There is no guarantee that a visa will still be available on the date of your rescheduled interview. Please carefully consult the Visa Bulletin before you decide to reschedule your interview.Security
screening procedures All visitors to the U.S. Embassy in Singapore must follow certain security procedures. Any visitor who declines to be screened by U.S. Embassy security personnel will be unable to enter the embassy. You are not allowed to enter the U.S. Embassy while carrying any battery-operated or electronic devices, large bags or luggage,
or food and liquid items. To avoid delaying your entry and that of those in line behind you, please bring only what is required for your interview.Accompanying persons The following persons may accompany a visa applicant to their interview:Interpreter: Applicants may bring ONE interpreter if they do not speakEnglish or Mandarin well enough to
participate in an interview.Special Needs Visitors: Applicants may bring ONE person to help if they are elderly, disabled, or a minor child.Attorneys are not permitted to accompany clients into the waiting room or to their interview.Immigrant visa fees If you have not paid all required fees to either the National Visa Center or via the appointment
website, please be prepared to pay these fees on the day of your interview. All fees may be paid in either Singapore dollars or by credit card. We accept MasterCard, Visa, and American Express. Credit card charges will be made in U.S. dollars and foreign exchange charges may apply.Please note that if you are found ineligible to receive a visa, the
application fee cannot be refunded. A complete list of fees can be found via travel.state.gov.Do not make travel plans outside ofSingapore If your visa is approved, we will keep your passport at the embassy while we prepare your immigration packet and print a visa for your passport. We will return your passport to you later via the method you
selected when you registered online (see Step 1). If you have to travel within Singapore while your passport is still with us, please make sure you have a valid picture ID other than your passport.back to top A consular officer can make a decision on a visa application only after reviewing the formal application and interviewing the applicant. There is
no guarantee that you will receive a visa. Do not sell your house, car or property, resign from your job or make non-refundable flight or other travel arrangements until you have received your immigrant visa.If more information is needed Sometimes a consular officer is unable to make a decision on a visa application because he/she needs to review
additional documents or the case requires further administrative processing. When additional documents are requested, the consular officer will give you a refusal letter that asks you to submit additional documents. The letter will include instructions on how to send those documents to the embassy.Administrative processing takes additional time
after the interview. Most administrative processing is resolved within 60 days. However, the timing varies based on the circumstances of each case. Before inquiring about the status of administrative processing, please wait at least 60 days after your interview.What happens after visa approval Passport, Visa, and Sealed Immigrant Packet We will
place your immigrant visa on a page in your passport. Please review your visa to make sure there are no spelling errors. We will also give you a sealed envelope containing documents that you must give to U.S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP) when you arrive in the United States for the first time. Do not open this envelope. You must carry it
with you; do not put it in your checked luggage. If you receive X-rays during your medical examination, carry those with you and give them to the U.S. CBP official who process your admission to the United States.Online Processing - If your application is handled via online processing, all your supporting immigration documents will be transferred
electronically to the U.S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP). In most cases, you are NOT required to carry a sealed envelope during your travel to the United States as an Immigrant Visa holder. At the U.S. port-of-entry, you must present only your passport containing the immigrant visa.USCIS Immigrant Fee All individuals who are issued
immigrant visas overseas must pay an Immigrant Fee to U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS) prior to traveling to the United States. This fee is for processing your residency status and printing your Permanent Resident Card. The only people exempt from paying this fee are: children entering the United States under the Hague Process,
returning residents, and people traveling on a K visa.When You Should Travel You must enter the United States before the expiration date on your visa. Your visa cannot be extended and all fees are nonrefundable. The principal applicant must enter before or at the same time as other family members with visas. Unless they are eligible for benefits
under the Child Status Protection Act, children who are issued a visa before turning 21 years of age must enter the United States before their 21st birthday to avoid losing their immigrant status.Getting a Green Card Your Form I-551 Permanent Resident Card, also known as a green card, will be automatically mailed to the address in the United
States that you write in your visa application form. This is a very important document that proves you have permission to reside in the United States. If you plan to travel outside the U.S. before your green card arrives: Please consult USCISs and CBPs websites for rules about what documents you need to re-enter the country. We also recommend you
check with the airline to ensure you are in compliance with their rules. Once your card is issued, you should not stay outside of the United States for more than one year. If you do, you will lose your status as a Lawful Permanent Resident.Childrens Issues In the United States, children are required to have certain vaccinations before they can enroll in
school. We recommend that you bring your childs complete vaccination records with you to the United States. If your child is adopted, you have full custody as a result of a divorce, or you share custody with another parent, you should bring a copy of all applicable adoption or custodial papers from the authoritative court in your home country. You will
need these papers (translated into English) for issues such as school enrollment, medical care, and eventual citizenship.Information for New Immigrants Please visit the USCIS web page for helpful information on moving to the United States. You can read their publication Welcome to the United States: A Guide for New Immigrants online.back to top
If you are interviewing for a Diversity Visa (DV), all of the above instructions apply to you. Please schedule and attend a medical examination prior to your visa interview; enroll in the required courier service; and gather the required documents.Below are additional instructions that apply only to DV applicants.Bring to your interview In addition to the
documents listed on the Pre-Interview Checklist in this package, DV applicants should also bring the following items to your visa interview:Appointment information printed from the Entrant Status Check on the E-DV websiteDocuments showing that you have either a qualifying high school education OR have two years of qualifying work experience in
the last five years immediately prior to application(for the principal applicant only; more information is available via travel.state.gov).Payment in cash of the $330 Diversity Visa Application FeeReview your DV Lottery Entry Prior to your visa interview, we recommend that you review the data on your initial E-DV entry. On your initial E-DV application,
you must have correctly entered your marital status. If you are legally married you must have listed your spouse, even if you are currently separated from him/her (unless your spouse is a U.S. citizen or Lawful Permanent Resident).Additionally, you must have listed ALL of your living children who are unmarried and under 21 years old. This includes
your natural children, your spouses children, or children you have formally adopted in accordance with the laws of your country.Failure to have listed an existing spouse or children at the time of your entry in the Diversity Visa lottery will result in the denial of your visa and visas for your family. Any fees paid to the U.S. government in support of your
visa application(s) are nonrefundable. If you failed to include a child who had already been born, or a spouse to whom you were married when you entered the lottery, you should not proceed with the visa application.You can review the eligibility requirements via travel.state.gov.back to top {"id":"1","user id":18,"uid":"f8d0c5d5-9420-4390-9ec1-
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visa) after your U.S. visa is approved in India: Self Pick Up:Your original (not a photocopy) Indian government-issued photo ID Representative Collecting the Passport on Your Behalf, Even in the Case of Family MembersOriginal government-issued photo ID of the representative and one copyPhotocopy of the applicants Indian government-issued photo
IDOriginal authorization letter signed by the applicant, authorizing the representative to collect the passport.Requirements for a Minor Child Below the Age of 18 Years:A photocopy of the applicants Indian government-issued photo ID. Birth certificate or school ID card is acceptable.Representatives original Indian government-issued photo ID and 1
photocopyAn original, signed authorization letter from either of the applicants parentsA photocopy of the Indian government-issued photo ID of the parent who signed the applicants letter of authorityApplicant / Representative Collecting for Group/FamilyA photo of applicants Indian government-issued photo IDRepresentatives original Indian
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information page of the passport, a voter ID, PAN Card, a drivers license, or an Aadhar card. An employment ID card from an Indian government job, senior citizen card, etc. are not acceptable.A copy of your appointment letter along with the above supporting documents is preferredChildren below the age of 18 years can not pick up their own
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to the respective US Embassy/Consulate, and you will need to pick it up directly from the US Embassy/Consulate, according to the following schedule: You must visit the Embassy or Consulate on Tuesday only. An appointment is not required. Hyderabad, Chennai, and Kolkata2:00 PM to 3:00 PMMumbai and New DelhiNonimmigrant visa and
immigrant visa2:00 PM to 3:00 PM You will need the original Indian government-issued ID to pick up the passport. In case of a representative, they should carry an original, signed authority letter from the applicant with the representatives original Indian government-issued ID . Share this article: Facebook X LinkedIn Email
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US visa has been approved.Next steps: The interviewing officer will send the passport and documents for further processing and you will be informed how and when your visa and passport will be returned to you. You can collect your passport and visa from the pickup location which you selected when scheduling your interview appointment. Your
passport is ready for pickup means visa approved.Here is everything you need to know about US visa/ passport tracking and passport delivery options.US Visa Passport TrackingAlso Read: How to check your USCIS Case Status Online?How to get pickup your passport after visa approvalWhen you book a visa interview appointment, you can see a list
of 33 passport/ visa pickup locations. You can select a convenient location for you. Once your visa is approved, your passport will be ready for pickup. Blue Dart will deliver the passport and visa to the address you specified when listing the courier service. You dont have to pay any extra delivery charges as the service charges are already included in
your visa application fee.When your passport is ready for pick-up, you will receive confirmation through an email or SMS. If you have opted for one of the 22 Blue Dart Courier service locations, the passport will be delivered within 7 days; or if you have chosen to collect the passport from one of the 11 service centers, you have to pick up the passport
within 14 days. If the passport is not collected within 14 calendar days from the selected location, the passport will be sent back to the respective Embassy or Consulate and you can pick it from there.Note: Passports will not be delivered across the counters at the US Embassy or Consulate.Also read:How will the new H-1B Visa Rules affect Indians?
When will I get my passport after the visa interview?It is not safe to tell the definite turnaround time. When you will get your passport back after the visa interview depends on various factors such as workload, holidays, etc. It takes around 2-3 calendar days after the interview to get the passport and visa delivered.US Visa Passport TrackingHere are
the steps for a US visa and passport tracking after the interview.CEAC visa status checkPassport trackingCEAC Visa Status Check to track US visa applicationThe US CEAC website allows US visa applicants to create DS-160, DS-260 visa applications and check the US visa stamping status online. You can use the CEAC portal to check the status of
both nonimmigrant and immigrant visas.How to check US visa status onlineYou can use the CEAC Visa Status Check tool to track the status of any of the nonimmigrant or immigrant US visa application online. Here are the steps to check US nonimmigrant/ immigrant visa status online:Step 1: Log in to CEAC Visa Status Check portal to know the
current status of your visa application.Step 2: Select Nonimmigrant Visa (NIV) or Immigrant Visa (IV) in the Visa Application Type section.Step 3: Select the location where you went for a US visa interview.CEAC Visa Status CheckStep 4: Now type the Application ID or Case Number.Application ID: Also known as CEAC barcode, it can be found on the
DS-160 confirmation page, starting with AA followed by 8 digits.Case Number: Case number is given by the consulate on a slip to a visa applicant, basically for administrative processing or 221g. Type it correctly with space, else you will get an error Your search did not return any data.Step 5: Enter the captcha code that is shown in the image.Once
you successfully insert the required details, your visa status will be displayed on the screen. The output will be one of the following:US Visa Application StatusStatusMessage DisplayedNotesIssuedYour visa stamping is already completed and awaiting final approval. If you dont receive it in a week to 10 days, you can contact the Embassy or Consulate
where you submitted your application.The visa has been issuedApplication receipt pendingYour visa application has not yet been processed into the visa system. At some embassies, the application will remain in this status until you show up in the interview or your application is ready for review. The application information yet to be entered into the
embassy system. Status of the application will be pending until the applicant shows up in the interview. For mail-in cases, this means the Embassy has not received the application.Application receivedYour visa application is ready for your interview, biometrics, and you need to submit required documents. Includes cases that are pending for additional
documents. For mail-in cases: The embassy or consulate has received the visa application and is under review. Cases pending for additional documents are also included here.Administrative processingMore information and checks are required in your case. It can take another 60 days to process the application after the visa interview. In case of
additional documentation or another interview, authorities will get in touch with you.This status includes: The visa has been approved but not yet stamped. Pending for additional documents/ informationRefusedThis indicates your application has been refused. For further clarification on the same, you can contact the US authority that handled the
interview process.This includes cases that are: Pending for additional information/ documents Cases with a waiver request pending. Denied under Section 214(b) of the INA.US visa application status on CEAC websiteNote:In case of additional documents, authorities may contact you via email or phone. Keep checking your inbox regularly.Due to a
variety of factors, the US Embassy or Consulate cant guarantee the issue of a US visa before a fixed date. Hence, it is advised not to buy tickets or make final travel plans until your visa is granted.Passport Tracking OptionsThere are several options available to track the location of your passport. If the status of your passport shows Origination Scan, it
means your passport has been dispatched from the Embassy or Consulate and is on its way to the delivery location selected by you. However, you cant collect it. When the status shows Ready for Pick Up, it means you can collect the passport from the delivery location you have chosen.Remember the Embassy or the Consulate cant help you find the
status of your passport delivery. Please dont contact the Embassy for the same.Passport tracking options are as under:Instant: Enter your passport number in the Passport Number box and click on Track My Passport to check the status of your passport instantly.Email: You can write an email to [emailprotected]. Write the valid passport number in the
subject and/or body the same as it was mentioned at the time the appointment was scheduled. No need to mention any additional text such as a signature. You will receive an auto-reply with the status.Online: Click here to track your passport online.Telephone: Stanley has set up a multi-language call center to handle all telephone and email queries.
In India, you can call on 91-120 660-2222 or 91-22 6720-9400 from:Monday Friday 8:00 am to 8: 00 pmSunday: 9:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.In US call: 1-310-616-5424Also Read: How to check Passport Status in IndiaDocuments Required to Pick up the DocumentsIn person: To collect the passport yourself, carry a government-issued photo ID, its photocopy,
and a printed copy of your appointment letter.Pickup by a Representative: You can ask a family member or friend to collect the documents. He/she needs to carry their own government-issued photo ID and photocopy of your photo ID.They will also need to show a letter of authority signed by you authorizing them to pick up your passport. The
authority letter should contain your name, representatives full name same as on their government issued ID.Group/ Family: Only one letter of authorization is enough if the representative represents a group/family. The authorization letter should contain the representatives name and the names of the family members who are applicants. A photocopy
of the government issued ID of the person who wrote the letter of authority is also needed.If the applicant is less than 16-year old, then a letter of authority signed by any of the parents is required. And the applicant needs to carry a copy of the government issued photo ID of the parent and his own photo ID.Note: The photocopies should be clear and
the writing should be legible. NRIs Check Out the Differences Between Passport Renewal vs ReissueNRIs in the US can ask any questions related to the rights of NRIs, PIOs, and OCIs. Download SBNRI App from the Google Play Store or App Store. You can also use the SBNRI app for investment in stock market/ mutual funds, NRI account opening,
tax filing, etc. To ask any questions, click on the button below. Also, visit our blog and YouTube channel for more details.Ask Indian Friend NowFAQsWhat if my passport is not delivered?Stanley handles all passport-related tasks. You can get in touch with them and ask about the status of your passport. Phone numbers: +91-120-6602222 or +91-22-
67209400; from US: 1-310-616-5424 Email ID: [emailprotected] In preparation for the Consular Section interview, applicants must collect the appropriate documentation related to the purpose of travel. Provided below is the suggested list of documents for all visa categories. You will need to establish that you meet the requirements under U.S. law to
receive the category of visa for which you are applying. There is no guarantee that a visa will be issued. Do not make final travel plans or buy tickets until a visa is issued.Note: Additional documentation may be required. Please review the instructions on how to apply for a visa on the website of the Embassy or Consulate where you will apply.
Additional documents may be requested to establish visa qualifications.For visa applications that require an in-person interview at the Consular Section, applicants must bring all required documents with them to the interview.For visa applicants that do not require an in-person interview at the Consular Section, applicants must include all required
documents for Consular Section review in the application package to be submitted by the applicant. General Required Documents - For All Visa Types The following documents are required for all visa types: Current Passport valid for travel to the United States. The passport must be valid for at least six months beyond the period of stay in the United
States (unless exempt by country-specific agreements.) Passport containing the most recently issued U.S. visa (if applicable). Nonimmigrant Visa Application, Form DS-160 confirmation page. Confirmation and Instructions page printed from this website One 5 x 5 cm (2 x 2 inches) color photo taken within the last 6 months. Further details regarding
Department of State photo guidelines can be found at: . Copy of proof of your legal status in Canada If you are attending an appointment in person, you must bring original documents. If you are eligible to send your documents via courier, you must send your current valid passport and the prior passport containing the most recently issued U.S visa (if
applicable), as well as the DS-160 confirmation page and copies of any other supporting documents. Please see the section below for a list of supporting documents required for each visa type. Additional Required Documents - Depending on Visa Type Be ready to present the following documents, if traveling for medical treatment:Medical diagnosis
from a local physician, explaining the nature of the ailment and the reason treatment is needed in the United States.Letter from a physician or medical facility in the United States stating the willingness to treat the diagnosed ailment, and detailing the projected length and cost of treatment (including doctors' fees, hospitalization fees, and all medical-
related expenses).Proof that the patient's transportation, medical, and living expenses in the United States will be paid. This may be in the form of bank or other statements of income/savings or certified copies of income tax returns (either the patient's or the person or organization paying for the treatment).You may apply for a B-1 visitor visa to work
temporarily in the U.S. as a personal or domestic employee in limited situations. You and your employer will be required to prove the employment relationship meets the wages and working conditions of the U.S. For further details on how to apply, visit your local U.S. Embassys website and attending an in-person consular interview, additional
documents may be requested to establish if you are qualified for the visa. If you qualify for NOT attending an in-person consular interview, submit only the required documents specifically listed on the instruction page.For example, additional requested documents for an in-person interview may include evidence of:The purpose of your tripYour intent
to depart the United States after your trip; and/orYour ability to pay all the costs of your trip.Evidence of your employment and/or family ties may be sufficient to show the purpose of your trip and your intent to return to your home country.If you cannot cover all the costs for your trip, you may show evidence that another person will cover some or all
of the costs for your trip. (C) TRANSITING the UNITED STATES Evidence to transit the United States while traveling onward to another country and the intention to depart the United States.Evidence of sufficient funds to cover all expenses while in the United States.Evidence to show that the applicant has a residence abroad to which he/she intends
to return at the end of the stay in the United States. This is generally established by evidence of family, professional, property, employment or other ties and commitments to some country other than the United States sufficient to cause the applicant to return there at the conclusion of his/her stay.(D) CREW MEMBER Letter/contract from employing
company stating the length of work and if possible, places of entry into United States. (E) TREATY TRADER OR TREATY INVESTOR (E3) AUSTRALIAN IN SPECIALTY OCCUPATION Form ETA 9035, clearly annotated as "E3 - Australia - to be processed." Note: This form is the notification of an approved Labor Condition Application (LCA) that the U.S.
employer obtains from the Department of Labor (DOL).A job offer letter with salary specifications from the U.S.-based employer, indicating that the applicant will be engaged in a specialty occupation.A certified copy of the foreign degree and evidence that it is equivalent to the required U.S. degree or a certified copy of a U.S. baccalaureate or higher
degree, as required by the specialty occupation.A certified copy of any required license or other official permission to practice the occupation in the state of intended employment. If licensure is not immediately necessary upon admission, the applicant will need evidence that the required license will be obtained within a reasonable time after
admission.(F) ACADEMIC OR LANGUAGE STUDENTForm I-20, Certificate of Eligibility for Nonimmigrant (F-1 or M-1) Student Status for Non-Academic, Language Students, and Vocational Studies. The applicant will need to submit a SEVIS generated Form, I-20, which was provided to the applicant by the applicant's school. The applicant and the
school official must sign the I-20 form.The Student and Exchange Visa Information System (SEVIS) I-901 fee receipt. For additional information about who is required pay this fee, please see SEVP on the Web at attending an in-person consular interview, additional documents may be requested to establish if you are qualified for the visa. If you qualify
for NOT attending an in-person consular interview, submit only the required documents specifically listed on the instruction page.For example, additional requested documents for an in-person interview may include evidence of:The purpose of your tripYour intent to depart the United States after your trip; and/orYour ability to pay all the costs of your
trip.Evidence of your employment and/or family ties may be sufficient to show the purpose of your trip and your intent to return to your home country.If you cannot cover all the costs for your trip, you may show evidence that another person will cover some or all of the costs for your trip.(H) TEMPORARY WORKER Receipt Number for your approved
petition as it appears on your Petition for a Nonimmigrant Worker Form I-129 or Notice of Action Form I-797 from USCIS (does not apply to H1B1 visa applicants).Job offer from United States employer and a Certified Department of Labor approved application (applies to H1B1 visa applicants only).(I) MEDIA and JOURNALISTS Proof of employmentA
copy of the official Press-ID, if applicable(]) EXCHANGE VISITOR Original Certificate of Eligibility for Exchange Visitor Status, Form DS-2019 - A SEVIS-generated Form DS-2019 is provided by the program sponsor after the sponsor enters the exchange visitor's information into the SEVIS system. All exchange visitors, including spouses and minor
children, must be registered in the Student and Exchange Visitor Information System (SEVIS). Each person receives a separate Form DS-2019. Training/Internship Placement Plan, Form DS-7002 - In addition to the Form DS 2019, participants in the J-1 Trainee and Intern categories require Form DS 7002 (based on Box 7 on Form DS-2019). Learn
more about the Trainee and Intern programs at . The Student and Exchange Visa Information System (SEVIS) I-901 fee receipt. For additional information about who is required pay this fee, please see SEVP on the Web at . When attending an in-person consular interview, additional documents may be requested to establish if you are qualified for the
visa. If you qualify for NOT attending an in-person consular interview, submit only the required documents specifically listed on the instruction page.For example, additional requested documents for an in-person interview may include evidence of:The purpose of your tripYour intent to depart the United States after your trip; and/orYour ability to pay
all the costs of your trip.Evidence of your employment and/or family ties may be sufficient to show the purpose of your trip and your intent to return to your home country.If you cannot cover all the costs for your trip, you may show evidence that another person will cover some or all of the costs for your trip.(K) FIANC OR SPOUSE OF A U.S. CITIZEN
(L) INTRACOMPANY TRANSFEREEReceipt Number for your approved petition as it appears on your Petition for a Nonimmigrant Worker, Form I-129, or Notice of Action, Form I-797, from USCIS.If you are included in an L blanket petition, you must bring two copies of the Form I-129S, Nonimmigrant Petition Based on Blanket L Petition, to your
interview.The principal applicant of an L blanket petition is required to pay a USD $500 fraud prevention and detection fee at the time of their visa interview. For more information, please visit addition, certain applicants with blanket L1 petitions may be required to pay additional fees. For more information, please visit . (M)
VOCATIONAL/NONACADEMIC STUDENTForm I-20 - The school will send a SEVIS-generated Form I-20 once they have entered the student's information in the SEVIS database. The student and the school official must sign the Form I-20. All students, their spouse and minor children, if they intend to reside in the United States with the student, must
be registered in the Student and Exchange Visitor System (SEVIS). Each person receives an individual Form I-20.The Student and Exchange Visa Information System (SEVIS) I-901 fee receipt. For additional information about who is required pay this fee, please see SEVP on the Web at attending an in-person consular interview, additional documents
may be requested to establish if you are qualified for the visa. If you qualify for NOT attending an in-person consular interview, submit only the required documents specifically listed on the instruction page.For example, additional requested documents for an in-person interview may include evidence of:The purpose of your tripYour intent to depart
the United States after your trip; and/orYour ability to pay all the costs of your trip.Evidence of your employment and/or family ties may be sufficient to show the purpose of your trip and your intent to return to your home country.If you cannot cover all the costs for your trip, you may show evidence that another person will cover some or all of the
costs for your trip.(O) ALIEN WITH EXTRAORDINARY ABILITY Receipt Number for your approved petition as it appears on your Petition for a Nonimmigrant Worker, Form I-129, or Notice of Action, Form I-797, from USCIS.(P) INTERNATIONALLY RECOGNIZED ALIEN Receipt Number for your approved petition as it appears on your Petition for a
Nonimmigrant Worker, Form I-129, or Notice of Action, Form I-797, from USCIS.(Q) CULTURAL EXCHANGE VISITORReceipt Number for your approved petition as it appears on your Petition for a Nonimmigrant Worker, Form I-129, or Notice of Action, Form [-797, from USCIS.When attending an in-person consular interview, additional documents



may be requested to establish if you are qualified for the visa. If you qualify for NOT attending an in-person consular interview, submit only the required documents specifically listed on the instruction page.For example, additional requested documents for an in-person interview may include evidence of:The purpose of your tripYour intent to depart
the United States after your trip; and/orYour ability to pay all the costs of your trip.Evidence of your employment and/or family ties may be sufficient to show the purpose of your trip and your intent to return to your home country.If you cannot cover all the costs for your trip, you may show evidence that another person will cover some or all of the
costs for your trip.(R) RELIGIOUS WORKER (T) VICTIM OF TRAFFICKING Form I-797, Notice of Action, from USCIS indicating approval of Form 1-914, Supplement A(TD/TN) NAFTA PROFESSIONAL (U) VICTIM OF CRIMINAL ACTIVITY Form I-797, Notice of Action, from USCIS indicating approval of a U nonimmigrant petition In preparation for the
Consular Section interview, applicants must collect the appropriate documentation related to the purpose of travel. Provided below is the suggested list of documents for all visa categories. You will need to establish that you meet the requirements under U.S. law to receive the category of visa for which you are applying. There is no guarantee that a
visa will be issued. Do not make final travel plans or buy tickets until a visa is issued.Note: Additional documentation may be required. Please review the instructions on how to apply for a visa on the website of the Embassy or Consulate where you will apply. Additional documents may be requested to establish visa qualifications.For visa applications
that require an in-person interview at the Consular Section, applicants must bring all required documents with them to the interview.For visa applicants that do not require an in-person interview at the Consular Section, applicants must include all required documents for Consular Section review in the application package to be submitted by the
applicant. General Required Documents - For All Visa Types The following documents are required for all visa types: The current passport valid for travel to the United States. The passport must be valid for at least six months beyond the period of stay (H-1B renewal application date) in the United States (unless exempt by country-specific
agreements). The current passport must contain a blank, unmarked page for placement of a visa foil. Passport (only if different than the current valid one) containing the most recently issued H-1B visa (if the H-1B visa is still valid). Appointment confirmation letter. Nonimmigrant Visa Application, Form DS-160 confirmation page. One 5 x 5 cm (2 x 2
inches) color photo taken within the last 6 months. Further details regarding Department of State photo guidelines can be found at: . Additional Required Documents - Depending on Visa Type Receipt Number for your approved petition as it appears on your Petition for a Nonimmigrant Worker Form 1-129 or Notice of Action Form I-797 from USCIS
(does not apply to H1B1 visa applicants). Home Documents Required for a US Tourist Visa (B1/B2): Full Checklist with Legal and Practical GuidanceObtaining a US tourist visa involves far more than filling out an online form. It requires presenting a coherent, detailed, and consistent body of documentation capable of persuading a U.S. consular
officer of your eligibility for temporary entry. These documents must not only confirm your identity but also provide compelling evidence of your financial autonomy, rootedness in your home country, and a clear intention to return after your stay. This guide explores in depth the required and supplemental documentation necessary to apply for a
B1/B2 visa, along with insights into how consular officers interpret what you submit.The Role of Documentation in B1/B2 Visa Eligibility AssessmentFor every tourist or business visitor seeking entry to the United States, the burden of proof lies with the applicant. U.S. immigration lawspecifically Section 214(b) of the Immigration and Nationality
Actassumes that all applicants are potential immigrants unless they convincingly demonstrate otherwise. To challenge this presumption, the applicant must present strong documentation proving:A stable and significant connection to their country of habitual residenceAdequate financial resources to independently support the duration of their visitA
legitimate and time-bound purpose for entering the United StatesRejections frequently stem not from disqualifying personal factors, but from documentation that fails to convey credibility, sufficiency, or consistency.Primary Documents Required for B1/B2 Tourist Visa ProcessingValid Passport with Sufficient Validity and Blank PagesYour passport is
the foundational identity document for your visa application. It must:Be valid for at least six months beyond your anticipated stay in the U.S. (some exceptions exist based on nationality)Include at least one blank page reserved for the visa stampPresent all personal information correctly, matching the details provided in your DS-160Applicants with
dual or multiple citizenships should carry all relevant passports.DS-160 Confirmation Page with BarcodeThe DS-160 is the core of the U.S. nonimmigrant visa application process. Once submitted online, you must print the confirmation page containing the barcode. The information on the form must match the details in your passport precisely. Errors
can result in delays, rescheduling, or denials.Visa Application Fee Receipt (MRV Payment)The current Machine Readable Visa (MRV) fee is USD $185. This fee:Is payable online or through designated financial institutionsMust be paid before scheduling the visa appointmentls non-refundable under all circumstances, including denialA printed proof of
payment is required to proceed with your application.Visa Appointment Confirmation LetterAfter completing the DS-160 and paying the MRV fee, you must schedule an appointment through the U.S. visa appointment portal. You will receive a confirmation letter indicating the time, date, and location of your interview. Bring this document to the
consulate on the day of your interview.Recent U.S. Visa-Compliant PhotographYour visa photo must adhere to specific requirements. It must:Measure exactly 22 inches (5151 mm)Have a plain white backgroundShow a neutral expression, with the eyes clearly visibleExclude glasses, hats, or headwear unless worn for religious purposesBe taken within
six months of the application dateFailing to meet photo standards is a common reason for delays.Previous US Visa Records and 1-94 Travel History (If Applicable)If you have traveled to the U.S. previously, include:Copies of all current and expired U.S. visasA printed copy of your 1-94 travel record from the U.S. Customs and Border Protection website (
)These documents help establish a positive travel history and past compliance with visa rules.Supporting Documents That Reinforce Nonimmigrant Intent and Financial CapacityWhile the primary documents prove your identity and establish your application baseline, consular officers rely on supporting evidence to assess your credibility and intent.
These additional materials can significantly enhance your case.Financial Documentation to Prove Self-SufficiencyApplicants must convincingly show that they can cover all expenses associated with their trip without resorting to unauthorized employment. Recommended documents include:Recent personal bank statements (preferably from the last
three to six months)Monthly salary slips or proof of regular incomeAnnual income tax returnsLetters of financial support, if a sponsor is involved. These must include:A formal letter of sponsorship, signed and datedThe sponsors recent bank statements and employment verificationProof of relationship (e.g., birth certificate, family photos,
correspondence)Proof of Socioeconomic Ties to Country of ResidenceDemonstrating strong reasons to return to your home country is a pillar of any tourist visa application. Useful documents include:Letter from your employer stating job title, salary, duration of employment, and dates of approved vacationEnrollment verification from your university
or educational institutionProperty deeds, rental contracts, or other proof of real estate ownershipMarriage certificate and childrens birth certificates, especially for primary caregiversUtility bills or local financial commitments that demonstrate continued residenceDocumentation Supporting the Purpose and Duration of the TripClarifying the travel
purpose and timeline helps show that your trip is well-planned and temporary. Recommended documents:Round-trip flight reservation or quotation (do not purchase unless visa is approved)Hotel bookings or an invitation letter from a U.S.-based hostInclude hosts ID or green card, proof of residence, and relationship to applicantA detailed itinerary
including places to be visited, estimated dates, and planned activitiesConference invitations, trade expo registrations, or other evidence of scheduled eventsDocument Recommendations Based on Applicant CategoriesRetired ApplicantsPension statements or retirement fund distributionsEvidence of financial independence from employment
incomeReal estate ownership or other assets that demonstrate economic stabilitySelf-Employed Individuals and Business OwnersBusiness registration documents, licenses, or certificates of incorporationRecent invoices or client contracts showing business activityCorporate tax returns or profit/loss statementsStudents and Academic
ProfessionalsLetter from educational institution confirming current enrollment and expected return dateRecent transcripts or academic evaluationsScholarship award letters, if applicableUnderage Travelers (Minors)Original birth certificateA notarized letter of parental consent for international travelCopies of both parents identification documents
and visas, if availablelllustration: Reapplication with Complete DocumentationAna, a print journalist from Bogot, applied for a B1/B2 visa to visit her cousin in Miami. Her initial attempt was denied due to vague travel intentions and an underdeveloped financial profile. On her second attempt, Ana addressed all deficiencies by submitting:A notarized
letter of invitation from her cousin, including proof of legal residence in the U.S.Her employment contract, along with a signed letter from her editor confirming her approved vacation and expected returnSix months of personal bank statements reflecting a stable salaryDocumentation proving she owned property in Colombia, including utility bills and
notarized deed copiesThe second interview was brief, with few questions, and concluded with approval for a 10-year multiple-entry visa.Procedural Habits That Improve the Outcome of Your B1/B2 ApplicationInternal Consistency Across All DocumentsEnsure that names, passport numbers, dates of travel, and declared purposes are identical across all
submitted documents. Discrepancies raise concerns about credibility. Transparent Presentation Without FabricationNever provide misleading, altered, or fabricated documents. U.S. consular officials are trained in fraud detection and may issue a permanent ineligibility ruling under Section 212(a)(6)(C).Physical Preparation of the Document
FileOrganize documents into clearly labeled sections within a file folder. Order them as follows:Identification and application materialsFinancial evidenceEvidence of return intentSupporting documents related to the tripVerbal Readiness for the InterviewPrepare to answer brief but targeted questions about:Your reason for visiting the U.S.Where you
plan to stay and for how longWho will fund the tripYour ties to your home country and future plansResponses should be consistent with what is shown in your documents.Recurrent Documentation Errors That Result in Visa RefusalsMismatched information between DS-160 and passportInadequate or vague financial documentationHost invitation
letters lacking proof of identity or relationshipUntranslated foreign-language materialsRelying solely on copies when originals are requestedLarge unexplained deposits in bank recordsContradictory statements made during the interview processSteps to Take After a Visa Refusal Based on DocumentationClarify Grounds for RejectionVisa refusal
notices usually cite Section 214(b). While specific reasons are rarely documented, consular officers often give verbal cues. Ask politely for clarification.Strengthen and Expand Your Evidence BaseUse the feedback to address weaknessestypically involving insufficient evidence of return intent or unclear financial circumstances. Add more detail and
clarity in future documentation.Reapply Strategically with Updated MaterialsTheres no mandatory waiting period after a refusal, but reapplying immediately with the same documents will likely yield the same result. Strengthen your case before attempting again.Seek Legal or Professional ReviewFor applicants facing repeat refusals or those in
complex personal situations, consulting a U.S. immigration attorney or visa consultant can offer strategic guidance and error correction.Key Clarifications for Common Tourist Visa ConcernsDo I need to purchase flights before my interview? No. Unpaid itineraries or reservations are sufficient and advisable. Full tickets may incur unnecessary costs if
the visa is denied.Is there a required minimum bank balance? No universal amount is required, but you must show funds that match the scope and length of your proposed trip.Can someone else sponsor my visit? Yes, but you are still expected to prove strong personal ties and a compelling reason to return home. Sponsorship alone is not enough.How
soon can I reapply after a denial? Technically, you may reapply immediately. Practically, you should wait until your documentation has improved and all deficiencies have been addressed.Are translated documents required? Yes. All documents not originally in English must be accompanied by certified translations, including translator credentials and a
dated signature.
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