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Florida	students	entering	grade	nine	may	choose	from	one	of	five	options	to	earn	a	standard	diploma.	They	are	24-credit	program*	18-credit,	Academically	Challenging	Curriculum	to	Enhance	Learning	(ACCEL)	option	Career	and	Technical	Education	(CTE)	Pathway	An	International	Baccalaureate	(IB)	curriculum	An	Advanced	International	Certificate
of	Education	(AICE)	curriculum	Florida's	public	high	school	graduation	requirements	are	specified	in:	Section	1003.4282,	Florida	Statutes	(F.S.),	Requirements	for	a	standard	high	school	diploma	Section	1002.3105,	F.S.,	Academically	Challenging	Curriculum	to	Enhance	Learning	(ACCEL)	options	More	detailed	information	regarding	the	CTE
Pathway	option	for	a	standard	high	school	diploma	is	at	.	*In	addition	to	the	five	options	available	for	students	to	earn	a	standard	diploma	listed	above,	Rule	6A-1.09963,	Florida	Administrative	Code	(F.A.C.),	High	School	Graduation	Requirements	for	Students	with	Disabilities,	outlines	two	additional	options	that	students	with	disabilities	may
complete.	These	include	specific	requirements	for	students	with	disabilities	for	whom	the	individual	educational	plan	(IEP)	has	determined	that	participation	in	the	Florida	Alternate	Assessment	is	the	most	appropriate	measure	of	the	student’s	skills	and	instruction	in	the	access	points	is	the	most	appropriate	means	of	providing	the	student	access	to
the	general	curriculum.	specific	requirements	for	a	standard	diploma	for	students	with	disabilities	for	whom	the	IEP	team	has	determined	that	mastery	of	both	academic	and	employment	competencies	is	the	most	appropriate	way	for	the	student	to	demonstrate	his	or	her	skills.	For	additional	information	on	exceptional	student	education	programs,
visit	the	Bureau	of	Exceptional	Student	Education	web	page.	For	more	information	on	local	public	school	district	graduation	programs,	contact	the	school	district.	Academic	Advisement	Flyers	-	What	Students	and	Parents	Need	to	Know	(Revised	September	2023)	Standard	High	School	Diploma	Designations	Students	may	earn	one	or	more
designations	on	their	standard	high	school	diploma—the	scholar	designation	and	the	merit	designation	per	s.	1003.4285,	F.S.	Requirements	are	listed	in	the	graduation	requirements	chart.	State	Assessments	for	High	School	Graduation	Information	related	to	statewide	assessment	requirements	is	available	in	Graduation	Requirements	for	Florida's
Statewide	Assessments	(PDF).	Transfer	Students	If	a	student	transfers	into	a	Florida	public	high	school	from	out	of	country,	out	of	state,	a	private	school	or	a	home	school,	the	student's	transcript	is	reviewed	to	determine	if	the	student	is	required	to	take	a	Florida	end-of-course	(EOC)	assessment	in	accordance	with	Rule	6A-1.09941,	F.A.C.,	State
Uniform	Transfer	of	Students	in	Middle	Grades	and	High	School.	Graduation	Program	Planning	FloridaShines	provides	an	array	of	academic	advising,	career	readiness	and	online	learning	resources	for	students	and	parents.	These	state-funded	academic	advising	services	make	it	easy	for	high	school	students	to	prepare	for	college	or	a	career	after
graduation	by	enabling	them	to	evaluate	their	progress	toward	high	school	graduation,	college	and	career	readiness	and	Bright	Futures	scholarship	eligibility.	In	addition,	they	can	explore	Florida's	college	and	university	offerings	(both	traditional	and	online	programs),	learn	about	financial	aid	and	apply	for	admission.	Dual	enrolled	high	school
students	and	those	in	accelerated	education	programs	can	even	access	online	library	resources	used	within	Florida's	colleges	and	universities.	The	Florida	Counseling	for	Future	Education	Handbook	(PDF)	is	annually	updated	to	provide	school	counselors	and	advisors	with	a	comprehensive	academic	advising	resource	to	guide	students	with	planning
for	postsecondary	education	in	Florida.	Florida	students	entering	grade	nine	may	choose	from	one	of	five	options	to	earn	a	standard	diploma.	They	are	24-credit	program*	18-credit,	Academically	Challenging	Curriculum	to	Enhance	Learning	(ACCEL)	option	Career	and	Technical	Education	(CTE)	Pathway	An	International	Baccalaureate	(IB)
curriculum	An	Advanced	International	Certificate	of	Education	(AICE)	curriculum	Florida's	public	high	school	graduation	requirements	are	specified	in:	Section	1003.4282,	Florida	Statutes	(F.S.),	Requirements	for	a	standard	high	school	diploma	Section	1002.3105,	F.S.,	Academically	Challenging	Curriculum	to	Enhance	Learning	(ACCEL)	options
More	detailed	information	regarding	the	CTE	Pathway	option	for	a	standard	high	school	diploma	is	at	.	*In	addition	to	the	five	options	available	for	students	to	earn	a	standard	diploma	listed	above,	Rule	6A-1.09963,	Florida	Administrative	Code	(F.A.C.),	High	School	Graduation	Requirements	for	Students	with	Disabilities,	outlines	two	additional
options	that	students	with	disabilities	may	complete.	These	include	specific	requirements	for	students	with	disabilities	for	whom	the	individual	educational	plan	(IEP)	has	determined	that	participation	in	the	Florida	Alternate	Assessment	is	the	most	appropriate	measure	of	the	student’s	skills	and	instruction	in	the	access	points	is	the	most	appropriate
means	of	providing	the	student	access	to	the	general	curriculum.	specific	requirements	for	a	standard	diploma	for	students	with	disabilities	for	whom	the	IEP	team	has	determined	that	mastery	of	both	academic	and	employment	competencies	is	the	most	appropriate	way	for	the	student	to	demonstrate	his	or	her	skills.	For	additional	information	on
exceptional	student	education	programs,	visit	the	Bureau	of	Exceptional	Student	Education	web	page.	For	more	information	on	local	public	school	district	graduation	programs,	contact	the	school	district.	Academic	Advisement	Flyers	-	What	Students	and	Parents	Need	to	Know	(Revised	September	2023)	Standard	High	School	Diploma	Designations
Students	may	earn	one	or	more	designations	on	their	standard	high	school	diploma—the	scholar	designation	and	the	merit	designation	per	s.	1003.4285,	F.S.	Requirements	are	listed	in	the	graduation	requirements	chart.	State	Assessments	for	High	School	Graduation	Information	related	to	statewide	assessment	requirements	is	available	in
Graduation	Requirements	for	Florida's	Statewide	Assessments	(PDF).	Transfer	Students	If	a	student	transfers	into	a	Florida	public	high	school	from	out	of	country,	out	of	state,	a	private	school	or	a	home	school,	the	student's	transcript	is	reviewed	to	determine	if	the	student	is	required	to	take	a	Florida	end-of-course	(EOC)	assessment	in	accordance
with	Rule	6A-1.09941,	F.A.C.,	State	Uniform	Transfer	of	Students	in	Middle	Grades	and	High	School.	Graduation	Program	Planning	FloridaShines	provides	an	array	of	academic	advising,	career	readiness	and	online	learning	resources	for	students	and	parents.	These	state-funded	academic	advising	services	make	it	easy	for	high	school	students	to
prepare	for	college	or	a	career	after	graduation	by	enabling	them	to	evaluate	their	progress	toward	high	school	graduation,	college	and	career	readiness	and	Bright	Futures	scholarship	eligibility.	In	addition,	they	can	explore	Florida's	college	and	university	offerings	(both	traditional	and	online	programs),	learn	about	financial	aid	and	apply	for
admission.	Dual	enrolled	high	school	students	and	those	in	accelerated	education	programs	can	even	access	online	library	resources	used	within	Florida's	colleges	and	universities.	The	Florida	Counseling	for	Future	Education	Handbook	(PDF)	is	annually	updated	to	provide	school	counselors	and	advisors	with	a	comprehensive	academic	advising
resource	to	guide	students	with	planning	for	postsecondary	education	in	Florida.	Florida	students	entering	grade	nine	may	choose	from	one	of	five	options	to	earn	a	standard	diploma.	They	are	24-credit	program*	18-credit,	Academically	Challenging	Curriculum	to	Enhance	Learning	(ACCEL)	option	Career	and	Technical	Education	(CTE)	Pathway	An
International	Baccalaureate	(IB)	curriculum	An	Advanced	International	Certificate	of	Education	(AICE)	curriculum	Florida's	public	high	school	graduation	requirements	are	specified	in:	Section	1003.4282,	Florida	Statutes	(F.S.),	Requirements	for	a	standard	high	school	diploma	Section	1002.3105,	F.S.,	Academically	Challenging	Curriculum	to
Enhance	Learning	(ACCEL)	options	More	detailed	information	regarding	the	CTE	Pathway	option	for	a	standard	high	school	diploma	is	at	.	*In	addition	to	the	five	options	available	for	students	to	earn	a	standard	diploma	listed	above,	Rule	6A-1.09963,	Florida	Administrative	Code	(F.A.C.),	High	School	Graduation	Requirements	for	Students	with
Disabilities,	outlines	two	additional	options	that	students	with	disabilities	may	complete.	These	include	specific	requirements	for	students	with	disabilities	for	whom	the	individual	educational	plan	(IEP)	has	determined	that	participation	in	the	Florida	Alternate	Assessment	is	the	most	appropriate	measure	of	the	student’s	skills	and	instruction	in	the
access	points	is	the	most	appropriate	means	of	providing	the	student	access	to	the	general	curriculum.	specific	requirements	for	a	standard	diploma	for	students	with	disabilities	for	whom	the	IEP	team	has	determined	that	mastery	of	both	academic	and	employment	competencies	is	the	most	appropriate	way	for	the	student	to	demonstrate	his	or	her
skills.	For	additional	information	on	exceptional	student	education	programs,	visit	the	Bureau	of	Exceptional	Student	Education	web	page.	For	more	information	on	local	public	school	district	graduation	programs,	contact	the	school	district.	Academic	Advisement	Flyers	-	What	Students	and	Parents	Need	to	Know	(Revised	September	2023)	Standard
High	School	Diploma	Designations	Students	may	earn	one	or	more	designations	on	their	standard	high	school	diploma—the	scholar	designation	and	the	merit	designation	per	s.	1003.4285,	F.S.	Requirements	are	listed	in	the	graduation	requirements	chart.	State	Assessments	for	High	School	Graduation	Information	related	to	statewide	assessment
requirements	is	available	in	Graduation	Requirements	for	Florida's	Statewide	Assessments	(PDF).	Transfer	Students	If	a	student	transfers	into	a	Florida	public	high	school	from	out	of	country,	out	of	state,	a	private	school	or	a	home	school,	the	student's	transcript	is	reviewed	to	determine	if	the	student	is	required	to	take	a	Florida	end-of-course	(EOC)
assessment	in	accordance	with	Rule	6A-1.09941,	F.A.C.,	State	Uniform	Transfer	of	Students	in	Middle	Grades	and	High	School.	Graduation	Program	Planning	FloridaShines	provides	an	array	of	academic	advising,	career	readiness	and	online	learning	resources	for	students	and	parents.	These	state-funded	academic	advising	services	make	it	easy	for
high	school	students	to	prepare	for	college	or	a	career	after	graduation	by	enabling	them	to	evaluate	their	progress	toward	high	school	graduation,	college	and	career	readiness	and	Bright	Futures	scholarship	eligibility.	In	addition,	they	can	explore	Florida's	college	and	university	offerings	(both	traditional	and	online	programs),	learn	about	financial
aid	and	apply	for	admission.	Dual	enrolled	high	school	students	and	those	in	accelerated	education	programs	can	even	access	online	library	resources	used	within	Florida's	colleges	and	universities.	The	Florida	Counseling	for	Future	Education	Handbook	(PDF)	is	annually	updated	to	provide	school	counselors	and	advisors	with	a	comprehensive
academic	advising	resource	to	guide	students	with	planning	for	postsecondary	education	in	Florida.	Florida	students	entering	grade	nine	may	choose	from	one	of	five	options	to	earn	a	standard	diploma.	They	are	24-credit	program*	18-credit,	Academically	Challenging	Curriculum	to	Enhance	Learning	(ACCEL)	option	Career	and	Technical	Education
(CTE)	Pathway	An	International	Baccalaureate	(IB)	curriculum	An	Advanced	International	Certificate	of	Education	(AICE)	curriculum	Florida's	public	high	school	graduation	requirements	are	specified	in:	Section	1003.4282,	Florida	Statutes	(F.S.),	Requirements	for	a	standard	high	school	diploma	Section	1002.3105,	F.S.,	Academically	Challenging
Curriculum	to	Enhance	Learning	(ACCEL)	options	More	detailed	information	regarding	the	CTE	Pathway	option	for	a	standard	high	school	diploma	is	at	.	*In	addition	to	the	five	options	available	for	students	to	earn	a	standard	diploma	listed	above,	Rule	6A-1.09963,	Florida	Administrative	Code	(F.A.C.),	High	School	Graduation	Requirements	for
Students	with	Disabilities,	outlines	two	additional	options	that	students	with	disabilities	may	complete.	These	include	specific	requirements	for	students	with	disabilities	for	whom	the	individual	educational	plan	(IEP)	has	determined	that	participation	in	the	Florida	Alternate	Assessment	is	the	most	appropriate	measure	of	the	student’s	skills	and
instruction	in	the	access	points	is	the	most	appropriate	means	of	providing	the	student	access	to	the	general	curriculum.	specific	requirements	for	a	standard	diploma	for	students	with	disabilities	for	whom	the	IEP	team	has	determined	that	mastery	of	both	academic	and	employment	competencies	is	the	most	appropriate	way	for	the	student	to
demonstrate	his	or	her	skills.	For	additional	information	on	exceptional	student	education	programs,	visit	the	Bureau	of	Exceptional	Student	Education	web	page.	For	more	information	on	local	public	school	district	graduation	programs,	contact	the	school	district.	Academic	Advisement	Flyers	-	What	Students	and	Parents	Need	to	Know	(Revised
September	2023)	Standard	High	School	Diploma	Designations	Students	may	earn	one	or	more	designations	on	their	standard	high	school	diploma—the	scholar	designation	and	the	merit	designation	per	s.	1003.4285,	F.S.	Requirements	are	listed	in	the	graduation	requirements	chart.	State	Assessments	for	High	School	Graduation	Information	related
to	statewide	assessment	requirements	is	available	in	Graduation	Requirements	for	Florida's	Statewide	Assessments	(PDF).	Transfer	Students	If	a	student	transfers	into	a	Florida	public	high	school	from	out	of	country,	out	of	state,	a	private	school	or	a	home	school,	the	student's	transcript	is	reviewed	to	determine	if	the	student	is	required	to	take	a
Florida	end-of-course	(EOC)	assessment	in	accordance	with	Rule	6A-1.09941,	F.A.C.,	State	Uniform	Transfer	of	Students	in	Middle	Grades	and	High	School.	Graduation	Program	Planning	FloridaShines	provides	an	array	of	academic	advising,	career	readiness	and	online	learning	resources	for	students	and	parents.	These	state-funded	academic
advising	services	make	it	easy	for	high	school	students	to	prepare	for	college	or	a	career	after	graduation	by	enabling	them	to	evaluate	their	progress	toward	high	school	graduation,	college	and	career	readiness	and	Bright	Futures	scholarship	eligibility.	In	addition,	they	can	explore	Florida's	college	and	university	offerings	(both	traditional	and	online
programs),	learn	about	financial	aid	and	apply	for	admission.	Dual	enrolled	high	school	students	and	those	in	accelerated	education	programs	can	even	access	online	library	resources	used	within	Florida's	colleges	and	universities.	The	Florida	Counseling	for	Future	Education	Handbook	(PDF)	is	annually	updated	to	provide	school	counselors	and
advisors	with	a	comprehensive	academic	advising	resource	to	guide	students	with	planning	for	postsecondary	education	in	Florida.	Florida	students	entering	grade	nine	may	choose	from	one	of	five	options	to	earn	a	standard	diploma.	They	are	24-credit	program*	18-credit,	Academically	Challenging	Curriculum	to	Enhance	Learning	(ACCEL)	option
Career	and	Technical	Education	(CTE)	Pathway	An	International	Baccalaureate	(IB)	curriculum	An	Advanced	International	Certificate	of	Education	(AICE)	curriculum	Florida's	public	high	school	graduation	requirements	are	specified	in:	Section	1003.4282,	Florida	Statutes	(F.S.),	Requirements	for	a	standard	high	school	diploma	Section	1002.3105,
F.S.,	Academically	Challenging	Curriculum	to	Enhance	Learning	(ACCEL)	options	More	detailed	information	regarding	the	CTE	Pathway	option	for	a	standard	high	school	diploma	is	at	.	*In	addition	to	the	five	options	available	for	students	to	earn	a	standard	diploma	listed	above,	Rule	6A-1.09963,	Florida	Administrative	Code	(F.A.C.),	High	School
Graduation	Requirements	for	Students	with	Disabilities,	outlines	two	additional	options	that	students	with	disabilities	may	complete.	These	include	specific	requirements	for	students	with	disabilities	for	whom	the	individual	educational	plan	(IEP)	has	determined	that	participation	in	the	Florida	Alternate	Assessment	is	the	most	appropriate	measure	of
the	student’s	skills	and	instruction	in	the	access	points	is	the	most	appropriate	means	of	providing	the	student	access	to	the	general	curriculum.	specific	requirements	for	a	standard	diploma	for	students	with	disabilities	for	whom	the	IEP	team	has	determined	that	mastery	of	both	academic	and	employment	competencies	is	the	most	appropriate	way
for	the	student	to	demonstrate	his	or	her	skills.	For	additional	information	on	exceptional	student	education	programs,	visit	the	Bureau	of	Exceptional	Student	Education	web	page.	For	more	information	on	local	public	school	district	graduation	programs,	contact	the	school	district.	Academic	Advisement	Flyers	-	What	Students	and	Parents	Need	to
Know	(Revised	September	2023)	Standard	High	School	Diploma	Designations	Students	may	earn	one	or	more	designations	on	their	standard	high	school	diploma—the	scholar	designation	and	the	merit	designation	per	s.	1003.4285,	F.S.	Requirements	are	listed	in	the	graduation	requirements	chart.	State	Assessments	for	High	School	Graduation
Information	related	to	statewide	assessment	requirements	is	available	in	Graduation	Requirements	for	Florida's	Statewide	Assessments	(PDF).	Transfer	Students	If	a	student	transfers	into	a	Florida	public	high	school	from	out	of	country,	out	of	state,	a	private	school	or	a	home	school,	the	student's	transcript	is	reviewed	to	determine	if	the	student	is
required	to	take	a	Florida	end-of-course	(EOC)	assessment	in	accordance	with	Rule	6A-1.09941,	F.A.C.,	State	Uniform	Transfer	of	Students	in	Middle	Grades	and	High	School.	Graduation	Program	Planning	FloridaShines	provides	an	array	of	academic	advising,	career	readiness	and	online	learning	resources	for	students	and	parents.	These	state-
funded	academic	advising	services	make	it	easy	for	high	school	students	to	prepare	for	college	or	a	career	after	graduation	by	enabling	them	to	evaluate	their	progress	toward	high	school	graduation,	college	and	career	readiness	and	Bright	Futures	scholarship	eligibility.	In	addition,	they	can	explore	Florida's	college	and	university	offerings	(both
traditional	and	online	programs),	learn	about	financial	aid	and	apply	for	admission.	Dual	enrolled	high	school	students	and	those	in	accelerated	education	programs	can	even	access	online	library	resources	used	within	Florida's	colleges	and	universities.	The	Florida	Counseling	for	Future	Education	Handbook	(PDF)	is	annually	updated	to	provide
school	counselors	and	advisors	with	a	comprehensive	academic	advising	resource	to	guide	students	with	planning	for	postsecondary	education	in	Florida.	Are	you	a	high	school	student	who's	thinking	about	graduating	early?	Maybe	you	have	an	exciting	internship	offer,	want	to	start	college	early,	or	are	interested	in	jumping	right	into	the	workforce.
The	good	news	is	that	graduating	high	school	early	is	often	not	as	challenging	as	many	people	might	think	it	is.	This	guide	will	give	you	all	the	tips	and	information	you	need	to	know	about	how	to	graduate	from	high	school	early	in	an	easy	and	hassle-free	way.	It	will	also	help	you	decide	whether	graduating	early	is	ultimately	the	right	decision	for	you.
What	Does	It	Mean	to	Graduate	High	School	Early?	In	the	US,	the	typical	high	school	education	lasts	four	years.	Students	who	want	to	graduate	early	aim	to	complete	their	high	school	in	less	than	four	years,	usually	in	three	or	three	and	a	half	years.	Unless	you're	homeschooled	or	attend	a	non-traditional	school,	it's	often	difficult	or	impossible	to
graduate	high	school	if	you	have	completed	less	than	three	years.	This	is	because	students	normally	can't	complete	all	their	graduation	requirements	in	this	tight	of	a	time	frame.	If	you	graduate	early,	you	will	receive	the	same	diploma	as	any	other	graduate	from	your	high	school.	Your	transcript	won't	have	any	special	indication	that	you	graduated
early,	other	than	the	fact	that	it'll	contain	fewer	semesters	than	a	typical	high	school	transcript	does.	Why	Might	You	Want	to	Graduate	Early?	4	Possible	Reasons	What	are	the	benefits	of	graduating	high	school	early?	Here	are	four	of	the	most	common	reasons	students	strive	to	complete	high	school	in	less	time.	#1:	You	Want	to	Start	Your	Next
Education	Phase	Early	One	common	reason	why	students	choose	to	graduate	high	school	early	is	that	they	want	to	get	a	head	start	on	college	or	technical	school.	You	might	want	to	do	this	if	you	have	a	lot	of	school	left	(say,	you're	planning	on	attending	med	school	or	getting	a	PhD)	and	want	to	get	ahead	so	you	can	eventually	complete	your
schooling	a	bit	earlier.	You	could	also	be	interested	in	only	attending	college	part-time	but	still	want	to	graduate	when	you're	21/22.	Completing	high	school	early	can	help	make	each	of	these	situations	possible.	Graduating	high	school	early	can	mean	you	enroll	full-time	(or	even	in	just	a	few	classes)	at	a	new	school.	Students	who	enroll	part-time
often	have	a	part-time	job	as	well	to	help	pay	for	classes.	#2:	You	Want	to	Pursue	an	Opportunity	Before	College	You	might	also	have	another	opportunity	you	want	to	take	advantage	of	that	isn't	related	to	school	or	classes.	This	could	be	an	internship	to	get	career	experience,	a	job	to	earn	money,	or	a	similar	opportunity	you	think	is	worth	finishing
high	school	early	for.	Gap	years,	in	which	students	take	a	year	or	so	off	from	school	to	travel,	work,	or	have	a	different	experience,	are	becoming	increasingly	popular	among	high	school	and	college-aged	students.	If	you	decide	to	do	one,	there	are	lots	of	options	available,	depending	on	your	interests.	You	could	work	at	a	theater,	help	out	at	an
archaeological	dig,	volunteer,	and	so	on.	Spending	a	year	away	from	school	can	help	you	get	a	better	idea	of	how	you	want	to	spend	the	rest	of	your	life—and	it	can	also	give	you	some	great,	enriching	experiences.	#3:	You	Want	to	Enter	the	Workforce	as	Soon	as	Possible	Some	high	school	students	know	early	on	what	they	want	to	do	professionally
and	don't	want	or	need	to	go	to	college	in	order	to	enter	this	field	and	be	successful;	as	a	result,	you	might	want	to	graduate	early	so	you	can	get	started	as	soon	as	possible	on	establishing	your	career	and	earning	a	consistent	income.	Entering	the	workforce	at	a	younger	age	does	come	with	its	own	set	of	challenges,	of	course	(for	example,	you	might
find	it	difficult	to	get	a	full-time	job	if	you're	under	18),	but	it	can	be	an	ideal	path	for	those	who	are	ready	to	put	in	the	energy	and	effort	needed	to	find	success.	Graduating	high	school	early	to	start	working	might	also	be	a	good	option	for	you	if	you	want	or	need	to	start	making	money	right	away,	whether	to	support	yourself	or	your	family.	#4:	You
Simply	Don't	Enjoy	High	School	A	final	reason	you	might	want	to	graduate	high	school	early	is	that	you	just	don't	enjoy	it.	Some	people	feel	lonely	or	out	of	place	in	high	school,	and	others	don't	feel	that	they're	learning	a	lot.	This	can	be	a	legitimate	reason	to	graduate	high	school	early,	but	make	sure	you	understand	that	it'll	take	time	and	effort	on
your	part	to	plan	it	out,	and	you	won't	be	able	to	finish	high	school	immediately.	Disliking	high	school	could	be	a	reason	to	graduate	early.	How	to	Graduate	High	School	Early:	5-Step	Guide	So,	how	can	you	graduate	high	school	early?	I've	outlined	the	steps	you	need	to	follow	below.	There's	a	bit	of	math	involved	but	nothing	you	can't	handle.	After	all,
you'll	soon	be	a	high	school	graduate!	Step	1:	Decide	When	You	Want	to	Graduate	This	first	step	is	pretty	simple:	all	you	need	to	do	is	decide	how	early	you	want	to	graduate	high	school.	Do	you	want	to	graduate	a	semester	early?	An	entire	year?	How	long	do	you	want	to	spend	pursuing	whatever	it	is	you're	doing	instead	of	attending	high	school?
When	figuring	this	out,	keep	in	mind	that	it's	often	easier	to	graduate	just	a	semester	early	than	it	is	a	whole	year.	If	that	doesn't	seem	like	a	long	enough	time	to	you,	remember	that	even	if	you	only	graduate	a	semester	early,	you'll	finish	high	school	in	December	or	January.	If	you	start	college	the	following	September,	that	still	gives	you	about	eight
months	of	time	to	work,	travel,	or	pursue	another	opportunity.	If	you	still	need	help	deciding,	talk	to	your	academic	advisor.	They're	a	great	resource	to	have,	and	they'll	likely	be	able	to	help	make	this	process	easier	(not	to	mention,	you'll	have	to	let	them	know	if	you	officially	decide	to	graduate	early,	so	you	might	as	well	start	talking	to	them	now).
Step	2:	Calculate	the	Number	of	Credits	You	Need	to	Graduate	Now	that	you	know	when	you	want	to	graduate,	it's	time	to	get	into	the	math.	Almost	every	high	school	requires	its	students	to	complete	a	certain	number	of	credits	before	they	can	graduate.	Look	in	your	student	handbook	or	ask	your	academic	advisor	to	find	out	how	many	credits	your
particular	high	school	requires.	As	an	example,	we'll	use	the	high	school	I	graduated	from,	which	required	its	students	to	complete	21	credits,	with	each	class	worth	about	0.5	credits	per	semester.	First,	figure	out	how	many	credits	you've	already	completed.	You	can	usually	find	this	information	on	your	report	card	or	transcript,	or	you	can	ask	your
advisor.	Next,	subtract	the	number	of	credits	you've	completed	from	the	number	of	total	credits	you	need	to	graduate.	The	answer	you	get	is	the	number	of	credits	you'll	need	to	take	before	you	can	graduate.	The	good	news	for	you	is	that	the	number	of	graduating	credits	for	most	high	schools	often	doesn't	require	you	to	complete	four	full-time	years
of	school.	Again,	for	my	high	school,	you	needed	to	complete	21	credits	to	graduate,	but	a	student	attending	high	school	full-time	would	complete	about	7	credits	each	year,	meaning	most	students	at	the	end	of	their	junior	year	would	already	have	enough	credits	to	graduate.	The	number	of	credits	you	need	to	take	isn't	all	you	need	to	worry	about,
though,	so	let's	move	on	to	the	next	step.	Step	3:	Determine	Which	Classes	You	Need	to	Graduate	It's	time	to	figure	out	the	specific	classes	you	need	to	take	to	graduate.	Look	at	your	student	handbook	or	talk	to	your	advisor	to	learn	which	classes	students	at	your	high	school	must	take	in	order	to	graduate.	This	will	usually	require	a	certain	number	of
semesters	of	math,	English,	science,	and	social	studies,	as	well	as	some	possible	other	requirements,	such	as	a	gym	or	fine	arts	class.	Make	a	list	of	all	the	required	classes	you	haven't	taken	yet.	Sometimes	the	requirements	are	general,	such	as	taking	six	semesters	of	math,	while	other	times	they're	more	specific	(e.g.,	all	students	must	take	algebra
and	geometry).	Pay	attention	to	this	when	making	your	list.	Be	aware	that	most	high	schools	require	four	years	of	English	but	fewer	years	of	other	core	subjects.	To	again	use	my	former	high	school	as	an	example,	all	students	had	to	complete	the	following:	4	years	of	English	3	years	of	math	2-3	years	of	science	2	years	of	history/social	studies	1	year	of
a	foreign	language	4	years	of	gym/PE	A	fine	arts	class,	a	typing	class,	a	driver's	education	class,	and	a	consumer	education	class	Which	classes	does	your	high	school	require	you	to	take?	Step	4:	Figure	Out	Which	Classes	the	Colleges	You're	Interested	in	Require	Now,	we	move	on	from	classes	that	you	must	take	in	order	to	graduate	to	classes	that	it's
a	good	idea	for	you	to	take	(but	aren't	actually	required).	Many	times,	the	bare	minimum	high	school	graduation	requirements	aren't	enough	to	get	you	into	top	colleges.	For	example,	your	high	school	might	only	require	you	to	take	two	years	of	social	studies,	but	the	colleges	you're	interested	in	might	want	three	to	four	years.	Check	the	admission
requirements	for	several	colleges	you're	interested	in	attending,	and	add	any	additional	requirements	they	have	to	the	list	of	classes	you	need	to	take	in	high	school.	Keep	in	mind	that	you'll	want	to	take	more	classes	in	the	subject(s)	you	plan	to	study	in	college.	So	if	you're	planning	on	majoring	in	biology,	you	might	be	fine	taking	just	three	years	of
social	studies;	however,	you'll	probably	want	to	take	four	years	each	of	math	and	science	if	you're	hoping	to	get	into	more	competitive	schools.	Step	5:	Set	Up	a	Schedule	for	When	to	Take	the	Rest	of	Your	Classes	Now	that	you	know	how	many	credits	you	need	to	take	and	which	classes	you	need	to	complete,	it's	time	to	start	figuring	out	how	you'll
graduate	high	school	early.	Make	blank	schedules	for	each	semester	you	have	left	of	high	school.	For	example,	say	I	just	finished	my	sophomore	year:	I	take	seven	classes	a	day	and	want	to	graduate	a	semester	early.	I'd	make	three	columns,	each	with	seven	blank	spaces,	representing	all	the	room	I	have	left	to	take	classes	(see	example	below).	Next,
begin	filling	in	the	blanks,	starting	with	the	classes	that	are	required	to	graduate.	For	each	class,	put	its	number	of	credits	next	to	it	in	parentheses.	For	some	spots,	you	might	not	know	exactly	what	class	you'll	be	taking	next,	but	you	can	put	its	general	subject	down	for	now	like	this:	"English	class	(3	credits)."	After	you've	filled	in	required	classes
(and	if	you	have	extra	space),	start	adding	other	classes	you'd	like	to	take	or	would	be	helpful	for	you	to	get	into	college.	Once	all	the	spaces	on	your	schedule	have	been	filled	in,	add	up	all	the	credits	you	will	have	completed.	Have	you	met	the	minimum	requirement	for	your	school?	If	not,	how	many	classes	will	you	need	to	take	to	meet	it?	After,	look
at	what	classes	are	left	over	on	your	list.	Are	there	any	required	classes	you	weren't	able	to	fit?	Any	classes	you	don't	have	to	take	but	would	like	to?	If	you	need	to	take	either	additional	credits	or	classes,	start	thinking	of	ways	you	can	fit	them	in	outside	of	the	normal	school	day.	Some	options	include	summer	classes,	taking	classes	at	a	nearby
community	college	or	university,	or	taking	online	classes.	For	each	of	these	options,	discuss	it	with	your	advisor	before	you	enroll	to	ensure	you'll	get	the	required	credit(s)	you	need.	Once	you've	figured	out	how	you'll	take	each	of	these	extra	classes,	add	the	information	to	your	schedule.	Look	at	the	junior-	and	senior-year	schedule	below	for	an
example	of	how	this	all	works:	Junior	Fall	Junior	Spring	Summer	Senior	Fall	Pre-calculus	(0.5	credits)	Pre-calculus	(0.5	credits)	Calculus	I	(0.5	credits)	Math	elective	(0.5	credits)	Physics	(0.5	credits)	Physics	(0.5	credits)	Calculus	II	(0.5	credits)	Science	elective	(0.5	credits)	US	History	(0.5	credits)	US	History	(0.5	credits)			English	elective	(0.5	credits)
American	Literature	(0.5	credits)	American	Literature	(0.5	credits)			English	elective	(0.5	credits)	French	III	(0.5	credits)	French	III	(0.5	credits)			Consumer	Ed	class	(0.5	credits)	AP	Biology	(0.5	credits)	AP	Biology	(0.5	credits)			Fine	arts	class	(.5	credits)	Gym	(.25	credits)	Gym	(.25	credits)			Gym	(.25	credits)	In	this	example,	the	student	would	be	able
to	graduate	a	semester	early	while	having	a	course	load	that	would	be	considered	strong	at	many	colleges.	This	student	is	planning	on	majoring	in	biology,	so	she	wanted	to	maximize	her	math	and	science	classes.	Her	junior-year	schedule	was	pretty	normal	with	the	exception	of	taking	two	science	classes	(physics	and	AP	Biology)	at	the	same	time.
Taking	two	classes	in	one	subject	is	something	you'll	likely	have	to	do	if	you	want	to	graduate	early.	She	realized	that	she	wouldn't	be	able	to	fit	in	calculus	normally,	so	she	chose	to	take	it	over	the	summer.	For	her	final	semester,	she	took	two	English	classes	at	the	same	time,	took	both	a	math	elective	and	a	science	elective	to	get	more	experience	in
those	subjects,	and	completed	the	rest	of	her	required	classes.	Assuming	she	had	a	regular	schedule	her	previous	semesters,	she	would	have	completed	four	and	a	half	years	of	science,	four	and	a	half	years	of	math,	four	years	of	English,	three	years	of	social	studies,	three	years	of	a	foreign	language,	and	all	her	other	required	classes.	Completing
those	classes	would	be	good	enough	for	most	colleges,	though	some	highly	selective	schools	would	require	four	years	of	both	social	studies	and	a	foreign	language.	Notice	that	she	had	a	lot	of	different	options	when	creating	her	schedule—she	could	have	dropped	her	foreign	language	and	taken	a	different	course,	chosen	to	take	two	math	electives	her
senior	year	instead	of	calculus	over	the	summer,	and	considered	a	variety	of	other	options.	Also,	be	aware	that	her	junior	year	would	probably	be	pretty	challenging	with	her	full	course	load	that	includes	two	science	classes.	Keep	all	these	things	in	mind	when	creating	your	own	high	school	class	schedule.	Once	you've	finished	designing	your	schedule,
double-check	it	to	make	sure	that	all	the	school	graduation	requirements	are	met.	Congratulations—you	now	have	a	plan	for	graduating	high	school	early!	If	you	haven't	before	now,	share	your	plan	with	your	advisor	and	ask	whether	there	are	any	additional	steps	you	should	take.	3	Potential	Drawbacks	to	Graduating	High	School	Early	You	now	know
how	to	graduate	high	school	early,	but	just	because	you	can	doesn't	automatically	mean	that	you	should.	Read	on	to	learn	the	three	potential	drawbacks	you	might	face	should	you	choose	to	graduate	early.	#1:	It	Can	Be	Stressful	As	you	saw	above,	graduating	high	school	early	takes	a	lot	of	planning	and	might	mean	you	have	to	take	extra	classes
during	the	school	year	and	summer.	Balancing	this	heavier	course	load	can	be	stressful	and	tiring,	and	that's	something	you	should	consider	before	you	commit	to	graduating	early.	#2:	You	Might	Miss	Out	on	Important	Events	Another	potential	drawback	to	graduating	high	school	early	is	that	you	might	miss	out	on	special	high	school	events.	For
many	high	school	students,	senior	year	is	their	favorite	year	because	of	popular	activities	like	homecoming	and	prom.	If	you	graduate	early,	you	might	not	be	able	to	participate	in	these	events.	Additionally,	you	might	not	attend	a	graduation	ceremony,	which	is	an	important	experience	for	many	students.	Before	you	decide	to	graduate	early,	think
about	how	you'll	feel	if	you	see	all	your	friends	participating	in	events	such	as	sports	games,	school	dances,	and	senior	days	while	you	don't.	For	some	people,	this	isn't	important	at	all—but	for	others,	they'd	regret	missing	out	on	these	once-in-a-lifetime	experiences.	#3:	It	Won't	Necessarily	Impress	Colleges	Lastly,	don't	try	to	graduate	high	school
early	to	impress	colleges.	Just	by	itself,	finishing	high	school	in	a	shorter	amount	of	time	won't	give	your	college	applications	a	boost.	In	fact,	if	graduating	high	school	early	means	you	have	fewer	classes	in	core	subjects,	it	could	even	hurt	your	chances	of	admission!	Unless	you	have	plans	to	spend	your	time	at	a	great	internship	or	another	exciting
opportunity	that	will	really	show	colleges	who	you	are	and	what	your	skills	are,	colleges	won't	see	graduating	high	school	early	as	a	sign	of	increased	intelligence	or	motivation.	Don't	expect	colleges	to	be	automatically	impressed	that	you	graduated	early.	Should	You	Graduate	High	School	Early?	You	know	how	you	can	plan	to	graduate	from	high
school	early—but	should	you	actually	do	it?	The	main	way	to	decide	this	is	to	think	about	what	you'll	do	during	the	time	you'd	normally	be	in	high	school.	If	you	have	a	great	opportunity	you'd	like	to	take	advantage	of,	such	as	an	internship,	a	travel	experience,	college	classes,	or	something	similar,	graduating	high	school	might	be	a	good	idea.
However,	if	you	plan	to	spend	your	time	mostly	watching	TV	or	maybe	working	a	few	hours	a	week,	it's	probably	in	your	best	interest	to	graduate	when	you	normally	would.	Next,	go	through	all	the	steps	above.	Is	it	possible	for	you	to	graduate	early	while	also	taking	all	the	classes	you	need	to	and	would	like	to	without	stretching	yourself	too	thin?	If
you've	found	answers	to	both	of	the	above	considerations,	graduating	high	school	early	might	be	something	for	you	to	start	planning.	What's	Next?	Thinking	about	summer	school	as	a	way	to	complete	some	of	your	graduation	requirements?	Check	out	our	complete	guide	to	summer	school	to	learn	whether	it's	a	good	option	for	you.	Do	you	think	you
go	to	a	bad	high	school?	Learn	what	your	options	are	if	you	aren't	happy	with	your	current	school.	Taking	an	independent	study	can	be	a	great	way	to	fulfill	some	of	your	graduation	requirements.	Learn	how	to	take	an	independent	study	class	with	our	expert	guide.	What's	the	benefit	to	graduating	high	school	early	vs	dropping	out?	Find	out	with	our
article	on	whether	or	not	you	need	a	high	school	diploma.	Florida	students	entering	grade	nine	may	choose	from	one	of	five	options	to	earn	a	standard	diploma.	They	are	24-credit	program*	18-credit,	Academically	Challenging	Curriculum	to	Enhance	Learning	(ACCEL)	option	Career	and	Technical	Education	(CTE)	Pathway	An	International
Baccalaureate	(IB)	curriculum	An	Advanced	International	Certificate	of	Education	(AICE)	curriculum	Florida's	public	high	school	graduation	requirements	are	specified	in:	Section	1003.4282,	Florida	Statutes	(F.S.),	Requirements	for	a	standard	high	school	diploma	Section	1002.3105,	F.S.,	Academically	Challenging	Curriculum	to	Enhance	Learning
(ACCEL)	options	More	detailed	information	regarding	the	CTE	Pathway	option	for	a	standard	high	school	diploma	is	at	.	*In	addition	to	the	five	options	available	for	students	to	earn	a	standard	diploma	listed	above,	Rule	6A-1.09963,	Florida	Administrative	Code	(F.A.C.),	High	School	Graduation	Requirements	for	Students	with	Disabilities,	outlines	two
additional	options	that	students	with	disabilities	may	complete.	These	include	specific	requirements	for	students	with	disabilities	for	whom	the	individual	educational	plan	(IEP)	has	determined	that	participation	in	the	Florida	Alternate	Assessment	is	the	most	appropriate	measure	of	the	student’s	skills	and	instruction	in	the	access	points	is	the	most
appropriate	means	of	providing	the	student	access	to	the	general	curriculum.	specific	requirements	for	a	standard	diploma	for	students	with	disabilities	for	whom	the	IEP	team	has	determined	that	mastery	of	both	academic	and	employment	competencies	is	the	most	appropriate	way	for	the	student	to	demonstrate	his	or	her	skills.	For	additional
information	on	exceptional	student	education	programs,	visit	the	Bureau	of	Exceptional	Student	Education	web	page.	For	more	information	on	local	public	school	district	graduation	programs,	contact	the	school	district.	Academic	Advisement	Flyers	-	What	Students	and	Parents	Need	to	Know	(Revised	September	2023)	Standard	High	School	Diploma
Designations	Students	may	earn	one	or	more	designations	on	their	standard	high	school	diploma—the	scholar	designation	and	the	merit	designation	per	s.	1003.4285,	F.S.	Requirements	are	listed	in	the	graduation	requirements	chart.	State	Assessments	for	High	School	Graduation	Information	related	to	statewide	assessment	requirements	is	available
in	Graduation	Requirements	for	Florida's	Statewide	Assessments	(PDF).	Transfer	Students	If	a	student	transfers	into	a	Florida	public	high	school	from	out	of	country,	out	of	state,	a	private	school	or	a	home	school,	the	student's	transcript	is	reviewed	to	determine	if	the	student	is	required	to	take	a	Florida	end-of-course	(EOC)	assessment	in
accordance	with	Rule	6A-1.09941,	F.A.C.,	State	Uniform	Transfer	of	Students	in	Middle	Grades	and	High	School.	Graduation	Program	Planning	FloridaShines	provides	an	array	of	academic	advising,	career	readiness	and	online	learning	resources	for	students	and	parents.	These	state-funded	academic	advising	services	make	it	easy	for	high	school
students	to	prepare	for	college	or	a	career	after	graduation	by	enabling	them	to	evaluate	their	progress	toward	high	school	graduation,	college	and	career	readiness	and	Bright	Futures	scholarship	eligibility.	In	addition,	they	can	explore	Florida's	college	and	university	offerings	(both	traditional	and	online	programs),	learn	about	financial	aid	and
apply	for	admission.	Dual	enrolled	high	school	students	and	those	in	accelerated	education	programs	can	even	access	online	library	resources	used	within	Florida's	colleges	and	universities.	The	Florida	Counseling	for	Future	Education	Handbook	(PDF)	is	annually	updated	to	provide	school	counselors	and	advisors	with	a	comprehensive	academic
advising	resource	to	guide	students	with	planning	for	postsecondary	education	in	Florida.	How	to	graduate	high	school	early	in	Florida?High	school	graduation	is	a	significant	milestone	in	a	student's	life,	but	some	individuals	may	wish	to	complete	their	high	school	education	ahead	of	schedule.	Florida	offers	several	pathways	for	students	to	graduate
early,	enabling	them	to	embark	on	their	higher	education	or	career	journeys	sooner.	In	this	comprehensive	guide,	we	will	explore	the	steps	and	requirements	to	graduate	high	school	early	in	Florida.	Whether	you're	motivated	by	academic	excellence,	pursuing	career	opportunities,	or	seeking	to	embrace	new	challenges,	this	guide	will	provide	you	with
the	information	and	guidance	you	need	to	achieve	your	goal.Why	Graduate	High	School	Early?Before	delving	into	the	process	of	early	graduation,	it's	essential	to	understand	why	some	students	choose	this	path.	Here	are	some	common	reasons:Accelerated	Learning:	Early	graduates	may	be	academically	advanced	and	seek	more	challenging
coursework.College	or	Career	Readiness:	Some	students	want	to	jumpstart	their	college	or	career	aspirations.Flexibility:	Early	graduation	can	provide	the	flexibility	to	pursue	other	interests	or	opportunities.Personal	Goals:	Achieving	a	high	school	diploma	early	can	be	a	personal	goal	for	some	students.Florida's	Graduation	RequirementsTo	graduate
high	school	early	in	Florida,	you	need	to	meet	the	state's	graduation	requirements.	As	of	my	last	knowledge	update	in	September	2021,	the	standard	requirements	include:24	Credits:	You	must	earn	24	credits,	including	four	English	credits,	four	math	credits,	three	science	credits,	three	social	studies	credits,	one	fine	arts	credit,	one	physical	education
credit,	and	eight	elective	credits.Passing	the	Florida	State	Assessments:	You	must	pass	the	Florida	Standards	Assessments	(FSA)	in	English	Language	Arts	(ELA)	and	Algebra	1.	These	assessments	may	have	changed	since	my	last	update,	so	it's	essential	to	check	the	latest	requirements.Civics	Education:	Completion	of	a	half-credit	course	in	civics
education	and	passing	the	corresponding	assessment.Online	Course:	Completion	of	at	least	one	online	course.Grade	Point	Average	(GPA):	Maintain	a	minimum	GPA	of	2.0	on	a	4.0	scale.Community	Service	Hours:	Fulfilling	a	minimum	of	100	community	service	hours,	which	may	vary	by	school	district.Please	note	that	graduation	requirements	can
change,	so	it's	crucial	to	consult	your	school's	guidance	counselor	or	the	Florida	Department	of	Education	for	the	most	up-to-date	information.Steps	to	Graduate	High	School	Early	in	FloridaAchieving	early	graduation	in	Florida	involves	several	steps:1.	Consult	Your	Guidance	Counselor:Start	by	discussing	your	intention	to	graduate	early	with	your
high	school's	guidance	counselor.	They	can	provide	guidance	on	the	specific	requirements	and	opportunities	available	to	you.2.	Create	an	Academic	Plan:Work	with	your	guidance	counselor	to	develop	a	personalized	academic	plan.	This	plan	should	outline	the	courses	you	need	to	complete	to	meet	both	standard	graduation	requirements	and	any
additional	criteria	for	early	graduation.3.	Fulfill	Credit	Requirements:Ensure	that	you	are	on	track	to	earn	the	required	24	credits.	Your	academic	plan	should	detail	which	courses	you	need	to	take	each	semester.4.	Check	Testing	Requirements:Verify	whether	you	have	met	or	will	meet	the	state's	testing	requirements,	such	as	passing	the	FSA	exams.
If	you	haven't	met	these	requirements,	discuss	remediation	options	with	your	counselor.5.	Online	Course	Completion:Enroll	in	and	complete	the	mandatory	online	course,	which	can	be	chosen	based	on	your	interests	and	educational	goals.6.	Community	Service	Hours:Begin	accumulating	the	required	100	community	service	hours.	These	hours	can	be
completed	through	various	volunteer	opportunities	in	your	community.7.	Monitor	Your	GPA:Maintain	a	GPA	of	at	least	2.0.	Ensure	that	your	academic	performance	aligns	with	the	criteria	for	early	graduation.8.	Consider	Dual	Enrollment:Explore	dual	enrollment	options,	which	allow	you	to	earn	college	credits	while	still	in	high	school.	This	can	help
you	graduate	early	and	get	a	head	start	on	your	college	education.9.	Apply	for	Early	Graduation:Once	you've	fulfilled	all	the	requirements	and	are	on	track	to	graduate	early,	work	with	your	guidance	counselor	to	complete	the	necessary	paperwork	and	officially	apply	for	early	graduation.10.	Prepare	for	What's	Next:As	you	approach	early	graduation,
start	preparing	for	your	post-high	school	plans,	whether	that	involves	enrolling	in	college,	pursuing	a	career,	or	other	opportunities.Additional	ConsiderationsHere	are	some	additional	factors	to	keep	in	mind	when	pursuing	early	graduation	in	Florida:Advanced	Placement	(AP)	and	Dual	Enrollment:	Taking	AP	courses	or	participating	in	dual
enrollment	programs	can	help	you	earn	college	credits	and	accelerate	your	education.Accelerated	Graduation	Programs:	Some	Florida	school	districts	offer	specialized	programs	for	students	aiming	to	graduate	early.	These	programs	may	provide	additional	support	and	resources.College	Admission:	If	you	plan	to	attend	college	after	graduating	early,
research	the	admission	requirements	of	the	colleges	you're	interested	in.	Some	colleges	may	have	specific	policies	for	early	graduates.Financial	Aid:	Explore	financial	aid	and	scholarship	opportunities,	as	your	eligibility	may	differ	as	an	early	graduate.Alternative	Education	Options:	If	traditional	high	school	doesn't	align	with	your	goals,	consider
online	high	schools,	charter	schools,	or	other	alternative	education	options	that	may	offer	flexible	pathways	to	early	graduation.Achieving	Early	Graduation	in	FloridaGraduating	high	school	early	in	Florida	is	a	viable	option	for	motivated	students	who	are	ready	to	take	on	the	challenge.	By	working	closely	with	your	guidance	counselor,	staying	on	top
of	your	academic	requirements,	and	exploring	opportunities	like	dual	enrollment,	you	can	accelerate	your	education	and	move	closer	to	your	college	or	career	goals.	Keep	in	mind	that	early	graduation	requires	careful	planning	and	commitment,	but	it	can	be	a	rewarding	pathway	to	achieving	your	dreams	ahead	of	schedule.	1003.4281 Early	high
school	graduation.—(1) The	purpose	of	this	section	is	to	provide	a	student	the	option	of	early	graduation	and	receipt	of	a	standard	high	school	diploma	if	the	student	earns	24	credits	and	meets	the	graduation	requirements	set	forth	in	s.	1003.4282.	For	purposes	of	this	section,	the	term	“early	graduation”	means	graduation	from	high	school	in	less
than	8	semesters	or	the	equivalent.(2) Each	district	school	board	shall	adopt	a	policy	that	provides	a	high	school	student	the	option	of	early	graduation.	Each	school	district	shall	notify	the	parent	of	a	student	who	is	eligible	to	graduate	early.	A	school	district	may	not	prohibit	a	student	who	meets	the	requirements	of	this	section	from	graduating
early.(3) A	student	who	graduates	early	may	continue	to	participate	in	school	activities	and	social	events	and	attend	and	participate	in	graduation	events	with	the	student’s	cohort,	as	if	the	student	were	still	enrolled	in	high	school.	A	student	who	graduates	early	will	be	included	in	class	ranking,	honors,	and	award	determinations	for	the	student’s
cohort.	A	student	who	graduates	early	must	comply	with	district	school	board	rules	and	policies	regarding	access	to	the	school	facilities	and	grounds	during	normal	operating	hours.(4) If	eligible	for	a	Florida	Bright	Futures	Scholarship	Program	award	under	ss.	1009.53-1009.538,	a	student	who	graduates	from	high	school	midyear	may	receive	an
initial	award	in	the	spring	term	following	the	student’s	graduation.History.—s.	9,	ch.	2012-191;	s.	16,	ch.	2013-27;	s.	39,	ch.	2014-39;	s.	5,	ch.	2014-184.	Are	you	a	student	looking	for	how	to	graduate	early	from	high	school	in	Florida?	Are	you	curious	if	the	Florida	high	school	requirements	can	be	completed	early?	If	you	can	answer	yes	to	either	of
these	questions,	you	have	come	to	the	right	place.	Graduating	early	is	a	privilege	given	to	students	who	do	the	needed	work	to	meet	Florida	stipulations	early.	Within	this	article,	we	will	not	only	answer	the	question	of	if	you	can	graduate	early,	but	we	will	also	give	you	the	information	on	how	to	do	it.	We	will	also	provide	information	on	if	there	are
age	stipulations	for	graduation.	If	this	sounds	like	the	information	you	need,	there	is	only	one	thing	you	need	to	do	–	keep	reading.	Can	You	Graduate	Early	from	High	School	in	Florida?	The	short	and	simple	answer	to	this	question	is	yes.	In	Florida,	you	can	indeed	graduate	early	from	high	school.	Each	school	district	has	different	stipulations	they
must	adhere	to	and	requirements	to	allow	students	to	graduate	early.	For	the	goal	of	clarity,	graduating	early	means	reaching	graduation	within	less	than	eight	semesters.	Florida	mandates	that	all	high	schools	must	have	a	policy	that	allows	students	to	graduate	early	if	eligible.	How	Many	Credits	Do	You	Need	to	Graduate	High	School	Early	in
Florida?	In	Florida,	students	need	24	credits	to	graduate	early.	These	credits	require	a	different	combination	of	courses	in	each	of	the	traditional	disciplines.	For	example,	students	will	need	four	English	language	credits,	four	credits	in	math,	three	credits	in	science,	and	three	credits	in	social	studies.	Students	will	also	need	one	credit	in	performing
arts,	as	well	as	physical	education.	Along	with	these	core	courses,	students	will	need	to	obtain	eight	elective	credits.	Outside	of	the	traditional	24	credit	route,	students	can	also	take	a	three-year,	18	credit	program.	This	program	can	be	either	a	college	preparatory	option	or	a	career	preparatory	option.	The	career	prep	program	is	designed	to	get
students	prepared	for	a	vocational	or	technical	school	and	the	workforce.	Additional	classes	are	instead	supplemented	for	vocational	or	technical	training.	Like	the	career	prep	program,	the	18-credit	college	prep	option	prepares	students	for	post-secondary	education.		This	track	focuses	more	on	academically	rigorous	courses.	The	credits	for	this
program	in	tandem	are	the	minimum	requirements	needed	to	attend	a	state	university.		Students	on	this	track	also	have	the	added	stipulation	of	earning	two	foreign	language	credits.	What	are	the	Requirements	to	Graduate	Early	from	High	School	in	Florida?	Along	with	the	credits	previously	listed	as	a	necessity,	several	stipulations	must	align	with
these	courses.	Of	the	elective	credits,	students	must	take	at	least	one	online	course	to	meet	graduation	requirements.	You	may	be	wondering	what	GPA	you	need	to	graduate	high	school	in	Florida.	If	you’re	on	the	traditional	track,	the	answer	to	that	is	easy.	You	need	at	least	a	2.0	GPA	to	earn	a	diploma	on	the	conventional	24	credit	track.	Students	in
the	career	and	college	prep	programs	have	separate	GPA	stipulations.	If	you	are	looking	to	graduate	sooner	rather	than	later,	the	stipulations	are	a	bit	different.	For	students	looking	to	graduate	from	the	college	prep	track,	you	will	need	a	GPA,	cumulative,	of	a	3.5	within	your	required	courses,	as	well	as	at	least	a	3.0	within	each	of	the	required	18
credits.	This	GPA	is	weighted	or	unweighted.	If	you	are	a	student	in	the	career	prep	track,	you	will	need	a	cumulative	weighted	GPA	of	3.0.	You	will	also	need	at	least	a	2.0	in	all	18	required	credits.	This	is	also	weighted	or	unweighted.	All	of	the	GPAs	are	on	a	4.0	scale.	To	receive	a	full	high	school	diploma,	you	will	also	need	to	pass	any	assessments
mandated	by	the	Florida	board	of	education.	These	assessments	include	but	are	not	limited	to	the	items	listed	below:	The	standardized	Geometry	EOC	assessment	–	This	assessment	is	30%	of	a	student’s	final	course	grade	and	is	required	for	all	students.	The	standardized	grade	10	ELA	assessment	The	Algebra	I	EOC	Assessment	–	To	receive	a	passing
grade	in	the	course,	a	student	must	pass	this	exam,	no	matter	what	their	course	grade	is.	The	Biology	EOC	Assessments	–	This	assessment	is	30%	of	a	student’s	final	course	grade	required	for	all	students.	Assessment	of	civic	literacy	United	States	History	EOC	Assessment	The	FCAT	2.0	Reading	–	This	assessment	is	given	during	10th	grade,	and
students	must	earn	passing	scores	on	this	exam.	Outside	of	these	assessments,	students	who	are	eligible	to	graduate	early	will	be	notified	that	they	can	do	so	by	the	school.	No	school	can	hold	a	student	back	from	graduating	early	if	they	choose	to	do	so.	Students	in	the	three-year	courses	have	stipulations	that	are	slightly	different	from	students	on
the	traditional	track.	Students	in	these	programs	are	not	required	to	earn	credits	in	fine	or	performing	arts	or	physical	education.	They	also	have	a	different	number	of	required	electives.	For	college	prep,	students	only	need	two	elective	credits,	whereas	career	prep	students	must	have	4,	with	3	in	a	single	vocational	track.	Another	major	stipulation
different	for	any	student	taking	the	three-year	track	is	that	the	courses	needed	to	complete	their	track	requirements	must	also	satisfy	admission	into	Florida	State	universities.	These	requirements	are	referred	to	as	the	State	University	Admission	Requirements.	These	minimum	requirements	include	the	following	stipulations	4	English	Courses	3	Social
Science	Courses	4	Math	Courses	–	These	courses	must	be	Algebra	1	or	higher.	2	Foreign	Language	Courses	–	Both	Courses	must	be	in	the	same	language.	3	Natural	Science	Courses	–	These	courses	must	include	at	least	two	lab	components.	2	Approved	Electives	One	great	thing	about	graduating	early	from	a	Florida	school	is	that	students	will	still
have	the	option	to	participate	in	activities.	One	downside	that	many	individuals	face	when	graduating	early	is	that	they	may	miss	out	on	school	events	and	even	the	graduation	ceremony	itself.	Florida	gives	students	the	option	to	participate	in	events	as	if	they	are	still	enrolled.	Though	different	schools	may	have	different	stipulations	surrounding	the
access	they	are	given	to	the	school	grounds,	that	is	decided	based	on	the	school	you	attend.	However,	even	if	a	student	graduates	early,	they	will	still	be	included	in	any	class	ranking,	awards,	or	honors	calculated	for	their	graduating	class.	Though	these	are	the	standard	stipulations	for	graduating	with	a	high	school	diploma,	students	may	also	receive
course	substitutions	and	even	dual	credits	based	on	their	classes	to	meet	their	school	district’s	requirements.	One	crucial	thing	to	remember	is	that	at	any	point,	if	you	fail	to	meet	the	stipulations	of	your	program	at	the	required	checkpoints,	you	will	be	put	back	onto	a	regular	graduation	track.	In	addition	to	meeting	the	stipulations	mentioned	above,
students	in	the	three-year	track	must	also	adhere	and	be	mindful	of	the	following:	High	school	athletes	will	lose	a	year	of	athletics	eligibility.	Students	are	not	allowed	to	attend	high	school	after	graduating	with	a	three-year	program.	Three-year	programs	are	only	available	for	students	who	would	otherwise	earn	a	standard	diploma.	Students	should
check	with	out-of-state	universities	to	ensure	that	their	curriculums	are	acceptable	and	meet	their	admission	requirements.	Can	You	Graduate	at	16	in	Florida?	Yes,	you	can	graduate	high	school	at	16.	Students	are	even	given	the	option	to	drop	out	of	school	at	16	if	they	choose.	However,	students	will	likely	need	parental	consent	to	opt	for	a	three-
year	accelerated	graduation	program.		Students	18	and	up	do	not	need	this	consent.	Wrapping	Things	Up:	How	to	Graduate	Early	from	High	School	in	Florida	Overall,	if	you	know	you	want	to	graduate	early	and	you	live	in	Florida,	the	option	is	certainly	there	and	available	for	you.	These	programs	are	excellent	options	for	students	who	are	sure	about
their	next	steps	in	life	and	want	to	get	ahead	of	the	game.	Students	do	not	need	to	elect	a	three-year	track	at	the	beginning	of	their	high	school	tenure.	However,	they	are	not	exempt	from	meeting	any	requirements	if	they	come	into	the	program	later.	If	you	are	thinking	about	graduating	early	and	aren’t	interesting	in	the	standard	24	credit	track,
these	accelerated	programs	are	the	perfect	option.	If	you’re	thinking	about	graduating	early	from	high	school,	make	sure	to	check	our	guides	on	the	benefits	of	graduating	early	from	high	school	as	well	as	some	of	the	disadvantages	of	it.	If	you	are	interested	to	know	how	to	graduate	early	in	other	states,	check	out	our	other	guides	here:	June	26,	2025
Graduating	early	from	high	school	can	be	a	great	option	for	students	who	are	motivated	and	ready	for	a	challenge.	It	takes	planning,	effort,	and	support	from	teachers	and	counselors.	If	you’re	thinking	about	graduating	early,	here	are	some	ways	to	make	it	happen.	High	School	Graduation	Requirements	Every	state	sets	its	own	rules	for	high	school
graduation,	so	the	exact	requirements	vary.	Most	states	require	students	to	complete	a	certain	number	of	credits	in	core	subjects	like	English,	math,	science,	and	social	studies.	In	addition	to	coursework,	some	states	also	require	students	to	pass	specific	exams	or	complete	a	senior	project.	That’s	why	it’s	so	important	to	understand	your	state’s



specific	guidelines	before	making	a	plan	to	graduate	early.	For	example,	in	California	schools,	students	must	typically	take	three	years	of	English,	two	years	of	math,	two	years	of	science,	three	years	of	social	studies,	and	additional	credits	in	physical	education	and	electives.	In	Florida	schools,	students	must	complete	required	subjects,	take	at	least
one	online	course,	and	pass	statewide	end-of-course	assessments	like	the	Grade	10	English	Language	Arts	and	Algebra.	Your	school	counselor	can	help	you	figure	out	exactly	what	your	school	and	state	require	and	how	you	can	stay	on	track	to	meet	those	goals	in	a	shorter	time	frame.	Graduating	High	School	Early	by	Taking	Extra	Classes	One	of	the
most	common	ways	to	graduate	high	school	early	is	by	earning	extra	credits.	Many	students	do	this	by	taking	classes	outside	of	their	normal	school	schedule.	Below	you’ll	find	different	ways	you	can	earn	extra	credits	and	graduate	high	school	early.	Taking	Extra	Classes	in	Summer	School	Taking	summer	school	classes	during	summer	break	lets	you
complete	required	courses	while	school	is	out.	This	can	open	up	space	in	your	regular	schedule,	helping	you	move	through	your	credits	faster.	You	can	take	core	classes	like	English	or	math,	or	electives	you	need	to	graduate.	Take	Online	Classes	Online	classes	give	you	the	flexibility	to	learn	at	your	own	pace.	You	can	work	on	these	classes	during
evenings	or	weekends.	As	long	as	the	courses	are	approved	by	your	school,	the	credits	will	count	toward	graduation.	This	is	a	great	option	for	students	you	prefer	learning	virtually	instead	of	in-person.	Gaining	School	Credits	in	Night	School	or	Community	College	Some	high	school	students	take	classes	in	the	evening	at	night	school	or	enroll	in	a
local	community	college.	These	extra	courses	can	count	toward	both	high	school	and,	in	some	cases,	college	credit.	It’s	a	great	way	to	earn	more	credits	without	overloading	your	regular	school	day.	Dual	Enrollment	Another	way	to	gain	additional	class	credits	is	through	dual	enrollment.	Dual	enrollment	lets	you	take	college	classes	that	also	count	for
high	school	credit.	You	stay	enrolled	in	high	school	while	also	attending	classes	at	a	local	college	or	community	college.	This	is	a	great	option	because	it	gives	you	a	head	start	on	college	while	helping	you	finish	high	school	faster.	Test	Out	of	High	School	Classes	Some	schools	and	states	allow	students	to	test	out	of	certain	classes	if	they	can	show	they
already	know	the	material.	This	is	common	for	subjects	like	math,	science,	or	foreign	language.	If	you	pass	the	test,	you	get	the	credit	without	having	to	take	the	full	class.	This	helps	you	move	on	to	other	courses	more	quickly.	School	Credit	Recovery	Programs	Credit	recovery	programs	are	often	used	by	students	who	have	fallen	behind.	But	in	some
cases,	motivated	students	can	use	them	to	work	ahead.	These	programs	are	usually	offered	online	or	after	school	and	let	you	move	through	the	material	at	your	own	pace.	If	you’re	focused	and	determined,	you	can	finish	courses	faster	than	during	the	regular	school	year.	Skipping	a	Grade	in	Earlier	in	School	It	is	a	lot	more	common	for	students	to
skip	grades	when	they	are	younger.	If	a	student	skips	a	grade	in	elementary,	they	will	end	up	graduating	high	school	a	year	younger	than	most	of	their	classmates.	It’s	easier	to	skip	first	or	second	grade	as	opposed	to	a	grade	in	high	school	because	the	class	material	is	much	less	rigorous,	and	the	student	would	not	be	missing	out	on	much.	If	a	child
showcases	high	levels	of	maturity,	skipping	a	grade	could	be	easy	and	they	would	finish	high	school	at	a	younger	age	Work	with	a	High	School	Counselor	One	of	the	most	important	steps	in	graduating	early	is	making	a	plan	with	your	school	counselor.	Talk	to	your	counselor	as	early	as	freshman	or	sophomore	year.	They	can	help	you	figure	out	what
classes	you	need	and	how	to	fit	them	into	a	shorter	timeline.	With	the	right	plan,	early	graduation	can	be	possible.	GED	or	High	School	Equivalency	Exam	If	traditional	high	school	isn’t	the	right	fit	for	you,	taking	the	GED	or	another	high	school	equivalency	exam	might	be	a	better	option.	It’s	not	the	same	as	graduating	early	from	your	high	school,	but
it	does	allow	you	to	move	on	to	college	or	a	job	sooner.	It’s	a	different	path	to	the	same	goal—finishing	high	school	and	starting	the	next	chapter	of	your	life.	What	Are	The	Advantages	of	Graduating	High	School	Early?	One	common	reason	students	choose	this	path	is	to	start	college	sooner.	By	finishing	high	school	ahead	of	time,	you	can	get	a	head
start	on	your	college	education	and	future	career.	Graduating	early	can	also	save	money.	Less	time	in	high	school	means	lower	costs	for	things	like	school	supplies,	transportation,	and	other	school-related	expenses.	Additionally,	you	can	begin	working	earlier,	gaining	valuable	job	experience	or	earning	income	sooner.	What	is	the	Youngest	Age	You
Can	Graduate	High	School?	Most	students	graduate	high	school	around	age	18,	but	some	finish	much	earlier.	Typically,	students	who	speed	up	their	schooling	graduate	around	16	or	17	years	old.	However,	there	are	rare	cases	of	extremely	gifted	kids	who	graduate	even	younger.	These	kids	usually	have	unique	educational	paths,	such	as
homeschooling	or	specialized	programs	that	help	them	learn	quickly.	It	also	depends	on	state	and	school	requirements.	Do	AP	Classes	Help	You	Graduate	High	School	Early?	AP	classes	don’t	usually	help	you	graduate	high	school	early,	but	they	can	be	very	helpful	when	it	comes	to	college.	Most	schools	require	certain	classes	and	a	set	number	of
credits	to	graduate,	and	AP	classes	usually	just	replace	regular	classes.	However,	if	you	score	well	on	AP	exams,	many	colleges	will	give	you	credit	for	those	classes.	That	means	you	might	be	able	to	skip	some	college	courses,	which	can	help	you	graduate	from	college	early.	So	while	AP	classes	may	not	speed	up	high	school,	they	can	give	you	a	head
start	on	college.	1003.4281 Early	high	school	graduation.—(1) The	purpose	of	this	section	is	to	provide	a	student	the	option	of	early	graduation	and	receipt	of	a	standard	high	school	diploma	if	the	student	earns	24	credits	and	meets	the	graduation	requirements	set	forth	in	s.	1003.4282.	For	purposes	of	this	section,	the	term	“early	graduation”
means	graduation	from	high	school	in	less	than	8	semesters	or	the	equivalent.(2) Each	district	school	board	shall	adopt	a	policy	that	provides	a	high	school	student	the	option	of	early	graduation.	Each	school	district	shall	notify	the	parent	of	a	student	who	is	eligible	to	graduate	early.	A	school	district	may	not	prohibit	a	student	who	meets	the
requirements	of	this	section	from	graduating	early.(3) A	student	who	graduates	early	may	continue	to	participate	in	school	activities	and	social	events	and	attend	and	participate	in	graduation	events	with	the	student’s	cohort,	as	if	the	student	were	still	enrolled	in	high	school.	A	student	who	graduates	early	will	be	included	in	class	ranking,	honors,
and	award	determinations	for	the	student’s	cohort.	A	student	who	graduates	early	must	comply	with	district	school	board	rules	and	policies	regarding	access	to	the	school	facilities	and	grounds	during	normal	operating	hours.(4) If	eligible	for	a	Florida	Bright	Futures	Scholarship	Program	award	under	ss.	1009.53-1009.538,	a	student	who	graduates
from	high	school	midyear	may	receive	an	initial	award	in	the	spring	term	following	the	student’s	graduation.History.—s.	9,	ch.	2012-191;	s.	16,	ch.	2013-27;	s.	39,	ch.	2014-39;	s.	5,	ch.	2014-184.	For	those	high	school	students	who	want	to	start	college	early,	get	jump-started	on	a	job	opportunity,	or	who	simply	don’t	like	high	school	and	want	to	get
out	as	fast	as	they	possibly	can,	there	is	one	option	that	has	become	increasingly	popular.More	and	more	students	are	hopping	on	the	chance	to	graduate	early,	mostly	a	semester	early,	in	December	or	January.Of	course,	it	takes	some	work	--	and	summer	vacation	might	be	sacrificed,	but	the	reward	of	being	done	with	high	school	a	little	earlier	makes
that	extra	work	worth	it	for	some.In	light	of	that,	here	are	five	steps	to	take	when	exploring	early	graduation	options,	according	to	the	website	PrepScholar.Figure	out	when	you	want	to	graduateThis	is	the	simplest	step,	and	usually,	there	is	one	main	option.	It’s	rare	to	graduate	an	entire	year	early,	so	this	is	mostly	about	settling	on	how	to	graduate	a
semester	early	and	basking	in	the	glow	over	the	holidays	in	December	and	January.But	just	in	case	there	are	options	for	earlier	graduation,	talk	with	a	counselor	or	an	adviser.	Know	how	many	credits	are	neededYou’ll	need	the	student	handbook	or	counselor	at	your	school	for	this	one.Figure	out	from	the	beginning	how	many	credits	are	required	for
graduation,	and	do	the	math	from	there	as	to	how	many	credits	you’ll	need	to	complete	each	year	to	put	yourself	in	a	position	to	graduate	early.Research	classes	needed	to	graduateAt	this	point,	it	will	get	a	little	more	complicated.Some	schools	have	different	requirements	for	certain	classes	that	are	needed	to	pass	in	order	to	graduate.	For	example,
be	sure	to	know	if	you	need	to	pass	specific	math	classes,	such	as	geometry	or	algebra,	or	just	a	particular	number	of	math	classes.	The	same	logic	applies	to	other	subjects,	as	well.	If	you're	going	to	college,	figure	out	which	classes	certain	institutions	requireHigh	schools	might	have	certain	requirements	for	graduation,	but	colleges	might	have
completely	different	standards	of	their	own	for	admission.	For	example,	some	colleges	might	want	four	years	of	English	classes	completed,	while	the	high	school	only	requires	three	for	graduation.	Establish	a	plan	of	attack	on	when	to	take	classes	With	all	the	above	information	gathered,	it’s	now	time	to	figure	out	a	schedule	of	when	to	take	classes,
not	only	during	a	typical	school	year,	but	also	in	the	summer	months	to	help	you	get	ahead.	It	is	a	complicated	puzzle	to	figure	out,	for	sure.	But	with	some	planning,	foresight	and,	of	course,	hard	work	to	make	sure	all	those	classes	are	passed,	you	can	celebrate	graduating	from	high	school	in	December	or	January	while	your	classmates	still	will	have
months	left.


