
	

https://nupofi.gonujovux.com/917542127702166397658301716855443388820634?folujumixelulapivexopodiloxapaketum=wizexawaditixatunanifewonotawemururaneteruxagasemajubobovusoxusadeluxilevaxupexiserotofiluzopulojabuxinofabusavejodimaduzedovavebokozetajiwofelufibaxusimokoboratalusepavilunugowitomelewukulupavitanasafifefi&utm_term=european+countries+before+ww2&wutopovolozelasadusufudalusikevurupawavufikorokikezuzonivirixa=xivoruximegefexojenawukanixazotupuwepupefixamaxividumebuxukowilamiliritakizenezujumakewevilezazuwuzoji


























The	European	Union	(EU)	is	a	unique	economic	and	political	union	between	27	European	countries.	The	EU	that	we	know	today	has	its	roots	in	several	treaties	signed	in	the	aftermath	of	the	Second	World	War.	The	first	step	was	to	foster	economic	cooperation,	based	on	the	idea	that	countries	that	trade	with	one	another	become	economically	interdependent	and	so	are	more	likely	to	avoid	conflict.	The	result	was	the	European	Economic	Community,	created	in	1958	with	the	initial	aim	of	increasing	economic	cooperation	between
six	countries:	Belgium,	Germany,	France,	Italy,	Luxembourg	and	the	Netherlands.	Since	then,	22	more	countries	have	joined	(the	United	Kingdom	left	the	EU	on	31	January	2020)	and	a	huge	single	market	(also	known	as	the	internal	market)	has	been	created	and	continues	to	develop	towards	its	full	potential.	What	began	as	a	purely	economic	union	has	evolved	into	an	organisation	spanning	many	different	policy	areas	from	climate,	environment	and	health	to	external	relations	and	security,	justice	and	migration.	The	EU	has
delivered	more	than	half	a	century	of	peace,	stability	and	prosperity,	helped	raise	living	standards	and	launched	a	single	European	currency:	the	euro.	More	than	340	million	EU	citizens	in	19	countries	now	use	it	as	their	currency	and	enjoy	its	benefits.	Thanks	to	the	abolition	of	border	controls	between	most	EU	countries,	people	can	travel	freely	throughout	most	of	the	continent.	It	has	also	become	much	easier	to	live	and	work	in	another	country	in	Europe.	All	EU	citizens	have	the	right	and	freedom	to	choose	in	which	EU
country	they	want	to	study,	work	or	retire.	Every	EU	country	must	treat	EU	citizens	in	exactly	the	same	way	as	its	own	citizens	when	it	comes	to	matters	of	employment,	social	security	and	tax.	The	EUs	main	economic	engine	is	the	single	market.	It	enables	goods,	services,	money	and	people	to	move	freely.	The	EU	aims	to	follow	suit	in	other	areas	like	energy,	knowledge	and	capital	markets	to	ensure	that	Europeans	also	obtain	the	maximum	benefit	from	these	resources.	The	EU	remains	focused	on	making	its	governing
institutions	more	transparent	and	democratic.	Decisions	are	taken	as	openly	as	possible	and	as	closely	as	possible	to	the	citizen.	More	powers	have	been	given	to	the	directly	elected	European	Parliament,	while	national	parliaments	play	a	greater	role	than	before,	working	alongside	the	EU	institutions.	The	EU	is	governed	by	the	principle	of	representative	democracy,	with	citizens	directly	represented	at	the	EU	level	in	the	European	Parliament	and	Member	States	represented	in	the	European	Council	and	the	Council	of	the
European	Union.	Citizens	are	encouraged	to	contribute	to	the	democratic	life	of	the	EU	by	giving	their	views	on	EU	policies	during	their	development	or	by	suggesting	improvements	to	existing	laws	and	policies.	The	European	Citizens	Initiative	empowers	citizens	to	have	a	greater	say	on	EU	policies	that	affect	their	lives.	Citizens	can	also	submit	complaints	and	enquiries	concerning	the	application	of	EU	law.	As	enshrined	in	the	Treaty	on	European	Union,	The	Union	is	founded	on	the	values	of	respect	for	human	dignity,	freedom,
democracy,	equality,	the	rule	of	law	and	respect	for	human	rights,	including	the	rights	of	persons	belonging	to	minorities.	These	values	are	common	to	the	Member	States	in	a	society	in	which	pluralism,	non-discrimination,	tolerance,	justice,	solidarity	and	equality	between	women	and	men	prevail.	These	values	are	an	integral	part	of	the	European	way	of	life.	Human	dignity	constitutes	the	basis	of	fundamental	rights;	it	must	be	respected	and	protected.	Human	rights	are	protected	by	the	EU	Charter	of	Fundamental	Rights.	These
cover	the	right	to	be	free	from	discrimination	on	the	basis	of	sex,	racial	or	ethnic	origin,	religion	or	belief,	disability,	age	or	sexual	orientation,	the	right	to	the	protection	of	your	personal	data	and	the	right	to	get	access	to	justice.	In	2012,	the	EU	was	awarded	the	Nobel	Peace	Prize	for	advancing	the	causes	of	peace,	reconciliation,	democracy	and	human	rights	in	Europe.	Being	an	EU	citizen	also	means	enjoying	political	rights.	Every	adult	EU	citizen	has	the	right	to	stand	as	a	candidate	for	and	vote	in	European	Parliamentary
elections,	whether	in	their	country	of	residence	or	country	of	origin.	The	EU	is	based	on	the	rule	of	law.	All	citizens	have	equal	right	before	the	law	and	everything	the	EU	does	is	founded	on	treaties,	which	are	voluntarily	and	democratically	agreed	by	its	member	countries.	Law	and	justice	are	upheld	by	an	independent	judiciary.	The	countries	that	belong	to	the	EU	have	given	final	jurisdiction	in	matters	of	EU	law	to	the	Court	of	Justice	of	the	European	Union,	whose	judgments	have	to	be	respected	by	all.	EU	Member	States	and
institutions	At	the	core	of	the	EU	are	its	27	Member	States	and	their	citizens.	The	unique	feature	of	the	EU	is	that	although	the	Member	States	all	remain	sovereign	and	independent	states,	they	pool	together	some	of	their	sovereignty	in	areas	where	this	has	an	added	value.	In	practice,	this	means	that	the	Member	States	delegate	some	of	their	decision-making	powers	to	the	shared	institutions	they	have	created,	so	that	decisions	on	specific	matters	of	common	interest	can	be	made	democratically	at	the	EU	level.	Member	States
of	the	European	Union	in	2022	Several	institutions	are	involved	in	making	decisions	at	the	EU	level,	in	particular:	The	national	parliaments	of	the	Member	States	also	play	a	role	in	taking	decisions	and	making	laws,	as	do	two	advisory	bodies.	These	are:	the	European	Committee	of	the	Regions,	which	consists	of	representatives	of	regional	and	local	government;	and	the	European	Economic	and	Social	Committee,	comprising	representatives	of	employees	and	employers	organisations	and	stakeholders	groups.	Generally,	it	is	the
Commission	that	proposes	new	laws	and	the	Parliament	and	the	Council	that	adopt	them.	The	advisory	bodies	(the	European	Economic	and	Social	Committee	and	the	European	Committee	of	the	Regions)	and	the	national	parliaments	are	involved	in	the	process	by	providing	their	opinions	on	the	proposals,	mainly	from	the	perspective	of	the	principles	of	subsidiarity	and	proportionality.	Subsidiarity	means	that,	except	in	the	areas	where	it	has	exclusive	powers,	the	EU	only	acts	where	action	will	be	more	effective	at	the	EU	level
than	at	the	national	level.	Under	the	principle	of	proportionality,	the	EUs	action	must	be	limited	to	what	is	necessary	to	achieve	the	objectives	of	the	EU	treaties.	The	Member	States	and	the	EU	institution	or	institutions	concerned	then	implement	adopted	EU	laws.	The	third	section	of	this	publication	contains	more	information	on	how	the	EU	makes	decisions,	and	how	it	implements	them.	The	EU	treaties	Every	action	taken	by	the	EU	is	founded	on	treaties	that	have	been	approved	voluntarily	and	democratically	by	all	EU
countries.	The	treaties	lay	down	the	objectives	of	the	EU	and	set	out	the	rules	on	how	the	EU	institutions	operate,	on	how	decisions	are	made	and	on	the	relationship	between	the	EU	and	its	Member	States.	In	certain	specific	cases,	not	all	Member	States	participate	in	all	areas	of	EU	policy.	For	example,	while	the	euro	is	the	single	currency	of	the	EU	as	a	whole,	the	euro	area	currently	comprises	only	19	Member	States,	while	Denmark	has	an	opt-out	and	the	remaining	countries	do	not	yet	meet	the	criteria	for	joining.	22	Member
States	are	members	of	the	Schengen	area,	which	means	people	can	cross	a	border	between	two	of	these	countries	without	having	to	show	a	passport.	Five	Member	States	maintain	their	own	border	controls.	Looking	ahead	Building	on	the	strategic	agenda	agreed	by	EU	leaders,	the	von	der	Leyen	Commission	set	a	new	and	ambitious	course	towards	a	greener,	more	digital	and	fairer	EU	when	it	took	office	in	December	2019.	Today,	the	EU	is	responding	to	the	challenges	of	an	increasingly	complex	and	rapidly	changing	world
against	the	backdrop	of	two	historic	world	events	the	global	pandemic,	declared	in	March	2020,	and	Russias	unprovoked	and	unjustified	aggression	against	Ukraine	in	February	2022.	These	new	threats	have	required	all	27	Member	States	to	work	even	closer	together	and	to	act	more	swiftly	than	ever	before.	The	NextGenerationEU	recovery	plan,	for	example,	has	made	the	EU	better	able	to	withstand	COVID-19	and	future	health	emergencies,	while	strengthening	the	resilience	of	EU	economies	and	jobs.	In	dealing	with	these
crises,	the	EU	has	been	firmly	united	both	in	its	fight	against	the	virus	and	in	its	solidarity	with	Ukraine.	Whats	more,	it	has	not	only	held	but	also	accelerated	its	bold	course	towards	a	green	and	digital	future.	The	EU	not	only	depends	on	the	solidarity	and	collaborative	efforts	of	its	Member	States,	it	also	seeks	the	input	and	encourages	the	participation	of	its	citizens.	A	recent	example	of	this	is	the	Conference	on	the	Future	of	Europe.	The	citizen-centred	initiative,	which	kicked	off	in	spring	2021	and	ran	for	1	year,	saw	hundreds
of	thousands	of	people	from	all	over	the	EU	come	together	to	discuss	what	matters	to	them	as	Europeans.	The	EU	institutions	will	now	examine	and	respond	to	proposals	from	the	conference.	The	second	part	of	this	publication	presents	a	summary	of	what	the	EU	does	in	different	policy	areas,	including	useful	links	to	more	information.	The	COVID-19	pandemic	has	led	to	human	tragedy,	lockdowns	and	economic	slowdown.	The	EU	rapidly	took	action	to	protect	lives	and	livelihoods	and	developed	a	common	European	response	to
the	public	health	and	economic	challenges.	What	the	EU	does	Solidarity	is	at	the	heart	of	the	common	EU	response	to	COVID-19.	The	EU	is	mobilising	all	resources	available	to	help	Member	States	coordinate	their	national	responses.	This	includes	providing	objective	information	about	the	spread	of	the	virus,	effective	efforts	to	contain	it	and	action	to	repair	the	economic	and	social	damage	resulting	from	the	pandemic.	The	rescEU	medical	reserve,	the	first	common	EU	stockpile	of	emergency	medical	equipment,	has	helped
Member	States	facing	shortages	of	equipment.	The	EU	vaccine	strategy	aims	to	speed	up	the	development,	manufacturing	and	distribution	of	COVID-19	vaccines.	The	EU	financed	some	of	the	upfront	costs	faced	by	vaccine	producers	to	speed	up	the	development	and	production	of	promising	vaccines	as	part	of	its	vaccine	purchasing	strategy.	To	date,	five	safe	and	effective	vaccines	have	been	authorised	for	use	in	the	EU	following	positive	scientific	recommendations	by	the	European	Medicines	Agency.	The	Commission	had
secured	up	to	2.6	billion	vaccine	doses	by	April	2021	and	negotiations	continue	for	additional	doses.	In	January	2021,	the	Commission	called	on	Member	States	to	speed	up	the	roll-out	of	vaccination	across	the	EU.	Vaccine	deliveries	to	EU	Member	States	are	increasing	steadily	and	vaccination	is	gathering	pace.	The	Commission	is	also	working	with	the	industry	to	increase	vaccine	manufacturing	capacity.	Work	has	started	to	rapidly	produce	effective	vaccines	for	new	variants.	In	February	2021,	the	Commission	launched	the
HERA	Incubator	to	prepare	for	COVID-19	variants	of	concern	and	ensure	the	swift	development	and	production	of	effective	vaccines	to	counter	them.	The	EU	budget	for	20212027	and	NextGenerationEU,	the	recovery	plan,	will	provide	1.8	trillion	to	support	people,	companies	and	regions,	particularly	those	most	affected	by	the	crisis.	In	addition,	the	SURE	initiative	(Support	to	mitigate	Unemployment	Risks	in	an	Emergency)	helps	preserve	jobs	and	support	families	in	19	Member	States.	In	March	2021,	the	Commission
presented	a	proposal	to	create	an	EU	Digital	COVID	Certificate	to	facilitate	the	safe	free	movement	of	citizens	within	the	EU	during	the	pandemic.	The	EU	is	committed	to	ensuring	that	safe	vaccines	reach	all	corners	of	the	world.	The	Commission	and	EU	Member	States	have	pledged	over	2.2	billion	to	COVAX,	the	global	initiative	aimed	at	ensuring	fair	access	to	COVID-19	vaccines,	and	are	supporting	vaccination	campaigns	in	partner	countries.	@EU_Health	#SafeVaccines	Health	is	a	major	priority	for	the	European	Union.	The
EUs	health	policy	complements	Members	States	policies	to	ensure	that	everyone	living	in	the	EU	is	protected	from	serious	cross-border	health	threats	and	has	access	to	quality	healthcare.	While	the	organisation	of	healthcare	is	the	responsibility	of	individual	Member	States,	the	EU	complements	national	policies	to	reach	shared	objectives.	The	EUs	health	policy	focuses	on	tackling	serious	EU-wide	health	threats,	preventing	diseases	and	ensuring	an	equal	chance	of	good	health	and	quality	healthcare	for	all.	Working	together
also	means	pooling	resources,	which	generates	economies	of	scale.	What	the	EU	does	The	EUs	ambition	is	to	ensure	accessible,	effective	and	resilient	health	systems	in	the	EU.	The	EUs	work	includes	action	on	vaccination	(including	against	COVID-19),	fighting	antimicrobial	resistance,	and	preventing	and	limiting	pandemics	and	other	infectious	diseases.	The	EUs	role	in	preparing	for	and	responding	to	serious	cross-border	health	threats	is	essential	to	protecting	people	in	Europe.	European	Commission	President	Ursula	von	der
Leyen	announced	a	stronger	European	Health	Union	to	tackle	health	crises,	cancer	and	medicine	shortages	together.	Cancer	is	a	major	cause	of	death	in	the	EU	and	a	high	cost	to	health	systems.	The	EU	is	supporting	prevention,	detection,	early	diagnosis	and	treatment	as	well	as	quality	of	life	for	cancer	patients	and	survivors	through	Europes	Beating	Cancer	Plan.	The	EU	is	active	in	combating	smoking	through	tobacco	legislation	and	promoting	healthy	lifestyles.	The	pharmaceutical	strategy	aims	to	improve	access	to
affordable	medicines	for	patients,	including	those	suffering	from	rare	diseases.	It	will	also	support	innovation	and	diverse	supply	chains,	with	a	view	to	enhancing	our	crisis	preparation.	The	main	instrument	for	financing	EU	health	policies	is	the	5.1	billion	EU4Health	programme.	It	will	fund	interventions	to	boost	disease	prevention	and	the	preparedness	and	resilience	of	healthcare	systems	in	the	EU.	In	addition,	the	Horizon	Europe	programme	will	invest	5.4	billion	in	health-related	research	and	innovation.	The	European	Centre
for	Disease	Prevention	and	Control	assesses	emerging	threats	so	the	EU	and	national	health	authorities	can	respond	rapidly.	And	to	ensure	patients	get	the	best	treatment,	all	medicines	in	the	EU	must	be	approved	at	the	national	or	the	EU	level	(through	the	European	Medicines	Agency)	before	going	on	the	market.	The	European	Health	Insurance	Card	helps	travellers	obtain	treatment	if	they	fall	ill	while	visiting	another	EU	Member	State,	while	EU	law	on	cross-border	healthcare	sets	out	citizens	rights	when	crossing	borders	for
planned	care.	Through	European	reference	networks,	patients	with	rare	or	complex	diseases	benefit	from	the	best	expertise	from	across	Europe	without	even	leaving	their	home	country.	Find	out	more:	@EU_Health	The	European	Green	Deal	is	the	EUs	action	plan	to	make	Europe	the	first	climate-neutral	continent.	It	is	a	growth	strategy	that	aims	to	create,	by	2050,	a	modern,	resource-efficient	and	competitive	European	economy	with	no	net	emissions	of	greenhouse	gases	that	leaves	no	one	behind.	Climate	change	and
environmental	degradation	are	threatening	Europe	and	the	world.	The	atmosphere	is	warming	and	the	climate	is	changing.	Environmental	protection	and	economic	growth	can	go	hand	in	hand.	Between	1990	and	2019,	the	EU	cut	its	greenhouse	gas	emissions	by	24%	while	its	economy	grew	by	around	60%.	What	the	EU	does	The	European	Green	Deal	sets	out	how	to	make	Europe	the	first	climate-neutral	continent	by	2050.	Reaching	this	target	means	creating	a	clean,	circular	economy,	restoring	biodiversity	and	cutting
pollution.	It	requires	action	in	all	sectors	of	the	economy,	including:	investing	in	environmentally	friendly	technologies;	supporting	innovation	in	industry;	cleaner,	cheaper	and	healthier	forms	of	private	and	public	transport;	decarbonising	the	energy	sector;	ensuring	buildings	are	more	efficient;	working	with	international	partners	to	improve	global	environmental	standards.	The	EU	is	committed	to	becoming	climate	neutral	by	2050	and	has	set	the	target	of	cutting	net	greenhouse	gas	emissions	by	at	least	55%	below	1990	levels
by	2030.	The	first-ever	European	climate	law	will	set	these	goals	in	stone	and	ensure	that	all	EU	policies	contribute	to	meeting	them.	Significant	investment	from	both	the	EU	and	the	national	public	sector,	together	with	the	private	sector,	will	be	required.	The	European	Green	Deal	investment	plan	will	mobilise	at	least	1	trillion	in	sustainable	investments,	while	the	Just	Transition	Mechanism	will	ensure	that	no	region	is	left	behind,	providing	targeted	support	to	help	mobilise	at	least	55	billion	in	the	most	affected	regions.	Climate
action	is	a	part	of	all	the	main	EU	spending	programmes,	with	at	least	30%	of	the	budget	for	20212027	dedicated	to	climate-related	initiatives.	The	Green	Deal	is	underpinned	by	an	ambitious	goal	to	halt	and	reverse	biodiversity	loss	by	transforming	our	food	systems	and	our	forest,	land,	water	and	sea	use,	as	well	as	energy,	cities	and	industry.	The	new	EU	industrial	strategy	will	help	Europes	industry	lead	the	twin	transitions	towards	climate	neutrality	and	digital	leadership.	Digital	technologies	will	play	an	important	part	in
achieving	the	EUs	2050	climate	goal,	for	example,	by	optimising	energy	use	in	many	sectors	including	agriculture,	transport	and	manufacturing.	Climate	change	and	biodiversity	loss	are	global	threats	and	the	EU	will	continue	to	lead	international	efforts	to	promote	the	implementation	of	ambitious	environment,	climate	and	energy	policies	across	the	world.	EUClimateAction	@EUClimateAction	The	EU	is	working	hard	to	become	the	first	climate-neutral	continent	by	2050.	The	European	Green	Deal	is	the	plan	to	make	this	happen
by	cutting	greenhouse	gas	emissions,	investing	in	green	technologies	and	protecting	our	natural	environment,	while	also	addressing	the	unavoidable	consequences	of	climate	change.	The	EU	is	taking	action	in	response	to	changes	in	the	earths	climate,	in	particular	the	rise	in	global	temperatures	due	to	an	increase	in	greenhouse	gas	emissions	caused	by	human	activity.	Higher	average	temperatures	have	many	consequences,	including	more	frequent	extreme	weather	events	such	as	floods,	droughts	and	storms.	As	well	as	posing
a	direct	threat	to	people,	these	can	also	jeopardise	food	production	and	create	water	shortages,	which	can	in	turn	trigger	famine,	conflicts	and	migration.	What	the	EU	does	The	EU	is	leading	global	efforts	to	fight	climate	change.	It	is	actively	working	with	other	countries	and	regions	to	achieve	the	goals	of	the	Paris	Agreement,	which	aims	to	keep	global	warming	to	well	below	2	C	above	pre-industrial	levels,	and	it	is	making	efforts	to	limit	the	increase	to	1.5	C.	The	EU	is	committed	to	becoming	climate	neutral	by	2050	and	has
set	the	target	of	cutting	net	greenhouse	gas	emissions	by	at	least	55%	below	1990	levels	by	2030.	The	first	European	climate	law	will	set	these	goals	in	stone,	while	the	ambitious	package	of	measures	that	make	up	the	European	Green	Deal	will	enable	European	citizens	and	businesses	to	benefit	from	a	sustainable	green	transition	that	leaves	no	one	behind.	This	transition	requires	action	by	all	parts	of	the	economy	and	society.	Individuals	and	communities	can	play	their	part	through	the	European	Climate	Pact,	which	invites
everyone	to	participate	in	building	a	greener	Europe.	The	EUs	strategy	to	adapt	to	climate	change	promotes	measures	such	as	building	flood	defences,	developing	drought-tolerant	crops	and	changing	building	regulations,	and	supports	international	action	for	climate	resilience.	Failure	to	address	climate	change	would	be	very	costly	for	the	EU	and	the	rest	of	the	world.	At	the	same	time,	the	growing	demand	for	clean	technologies	presents	opportunities	for	innovation,	industrial	modernisation	and	green	jobs	and	growth.	The
European	Green	Deal	represents	the	growth	strategy	through	which	these	opportunities	will	be	harnessed.	Climate	action	is	a	part	of	all	the	main	EU	spending	programmes,	with	at	least	30%	of	the	budget	for	2021-2027	dedicated	to	climate-related	initiatives.	The	EU	has	a	comprehensive	set	of	measures	in	place	to	reduce	emissions	from	all	sectors	of	the	economy.	The	EU	emissions	trading	system	cuts	emissions	from	industry,	power	plants	and	aviation	within	Europe	in	a	cost-effective	way.	EU	Member	States	have	also	agreed
national	targets	for	reducing	emissions	in	other	sectors,	such	as	transport,	construction	and	agriculture.	Find	out	more:	EUClimateAction	@EUClimateAction	The	EU	has	some	of	the	worlds	highest	environmental	standards,	which	protect	nature	and	peoples	quality	of	life,	green	the	economy	and	ensure	careful	use	of	natural	resources.	However,	we	are	currently	facing	major	global	challenges,	which	include	climate	change,	biodiversity	loss	and	resource	scarcity.	Meeting	these	challenges	is	urgent	and	will	need	a	deep	and	fast
transformation	of	our	society,	the	way	we	live	and	the	way	we	produce	and	consume.	The	EUs	recovery	from	the	COVID-19	pandemic	must	be	green,	it	must	make	Europe	more	resilient	and	it	must	be	fair	and	inclusive	for	all.	EU	environment	policy	plays	a	crucial	role	in	supporting	the	European	Green	Deal	in	accelerating	the	transition	to	a	climate-neutral,	resource-efficient	and	regenerative	economy	that	gives	back	to	the	planet	more	than	it	takes.	What	the	EU	does	The	EU	is	striving	to	reduce	the	environmental	impacts	of	the
production	and	consumption	of	goods	and	services.	Becoming	a	circular	economy,	in	which	the	value	of	products	and	materials	lasts	for	as	long	as	possible	and	waste	and	resource	use	is	minimised,	is	essential	to	achieving	the	EUs	target	of	reaching	climate	neutrality	by	2050	and	halting	biodiversity	loss.	The	new	Circular	Economy	Action	Plan,	one	of	the	main	blocks	of	the	Green	Deal,	aims	to	make	sustainable	products	the	norm	in	the	EU.	It	focuses	on	areas	with	the	most	potential	such	as	electronics,	batteries	and	vehicles,
textiles,	construction	and	food.	Under	the	plan,	the	plastics	strategy	aims	to	make	all	plastic	packaging	in	the	EU	reusable	or	recyclable	by	2030,	while	new	rules	target	single-use	plastics.	The	EU	must	safeguard	natural	resources	and	halt	the	decline	of	endangered	species	and	habitats.	The	EUs	biodiversity	strategy	will	expand	protected	areas	on	land	and	at	sea,	plant	billions	of	trees	and	encourage	sustainable	farming	practices,	among	other	initiatives.	It	will	build	on	its	existing	Natura	2000	network	of	protected	natural	areas
across	the	EU	where	sustainable	human	activities	can	coexist	with	rare	and	vulnerable	species	and	habitats.	To	protect	people	from	environment-related	pressures	and	risks	to	health,	the	EU	aims	to	guarantee	safe	drinking	water	and	clean	bathing	water,	improve	air	quality,	reduce	noise	and	reduce	or	eliminate	the	effects	of	harmful	chemicals.	The	EU	also	plays	a	leading	role	in	international	efforts	to	promote	sustainable	development.	Environmental	challenges	do	not	stop	at	borders.	More	action	is	needed	globally	to	ensure
clean	air,	oceans	and	other	water	resources	and	to	ensure	that	land	and	ecosystems	are	used	sustainably	and	that	climate	change	is	kept	to	manageable	levels.	Environmental	standards	are	upheld	through	the	EUs	trade	deals	with	other	countries.	Find	out	more:	EU	Environment	@EU_ENV	@ourplanet_eu	The	EUs	energy	policy	aims	to	ensure	a	secure,	competitive	and	affordable	supply	of	energy,	while	meeting	our	climate	targets.	Europe	faces	a	number	of	major	energy	challenges.	In	addition	to	ensuring	secure	energy	supplies
at	reasonable	prices	for	everyone,	the	EU	must	shift	from	a	fossil-based	economy	towards	a	cleaner,	carbon-neutral	system.	To	make	this	transition,	the	EU	needs	to	become	more	energy	efficient,	scale	up	renewable	energy,	embrace	innovation	and	new	technologies,	improve	cross-border	energy	connections	and	reduce	dependence	on	energy	imports.	What	the	EU	does	Each	Member	State	defines	its	own	energy	mix,	but	the	coordination	of	rules	at	the	EU	level	allows	them	to	meet	common	political	objectives.	Climate	and
energy	are	inextricably	linked.	Energy	accounts	for	75%	of	greenhouse	gas	emissions	in	the	EU.	To	achieve	its	goal	of	becoming	climate	neutral	by	2050,	the	EU	is	seeking	to	completely	redefine	its	energy	system.	The	Energy	Union	will	deliver	this	transformation	by	coordinating	with	other	policy	areas	such	as	transport,	research	and	innovation,	digitalisation,	the	circular	economy	and	sustainable	financing.	The	clean	energy	for	all	Europeans	legislative	package	will	help	to	speed	up	the	clean	energy	transition	and	deliver	on	the
EUs	Paris	Agreement	commitments.	The	decarbonisation	of	the	power	sector	through	renewable	energy	is	one	of	the	key	elements	of	the	European	Green	Deal.	Offshore	renewable	energy	is	among	the	technologies	with	the	greatest	potential.	In	addition,	the	EU	is	taking	steps	to	improve	energy	efficiency,	including	by	renovating	millions	of	Europes	buildings	and	through	ecodesign	and	energy	labels.	The	proposed	EU	strategies	for	energy	system	integration	and	hydrogen	pave	the	way	towards	a	fully	decarbonised,	more
efficient,	flexible	and	interconnected	energy	sector.	In	addition,	the	Commission	is	looking	at	new	challenges	such	as	decarbonising	the	gas	sector,	for	example,	by	reducing	methane	emissions.	Tackling	these	challenges	at	the	EU	level	also	provides	new	opportunities	for	growth,	jobs,	research,	and	a	more	competitive	and	sustainable	energy	market.	Consumers	should	also	benefit	significantly	in	terms	of	their	rights	to	change	energy	suppliers,	and,	ultimately,	lower	household	bills	and	less	air	pollution.	Some	additional	policies
and	measures	that	help	ensure	that	the	EU	meets	its	goals	include:	Find	out	more:	@Energy4Europe	The	EUs	transport	policy	helps	keep	the	economy	moving	by	developing	modern	infrastructure	that	makes	journeys	quicker	and	safer,	all	while	promoting	sustainable	and	digital	solutions.	Europe	needs	efficient	transport	connections	to	drive	business,	growth	and	employment,	for	tourism	and	leisure,	and	to	keep	people	connected.	Transport	is	a	major	contributor	to	the	economy,	directly	employing	around	10	million	people.	The
EUs	transport	policy	focuses	on	creating	a	crisis-proof	single	European	area	with	cleaner	and	greener	transport	and	fair	competition.	The	Re-open	EU	platform	provides	practical	information	on	COVID-19	and	national	coronavirus	safety	and	travel	measures,	such	as	quarantine	and	testing	requirements	in	the	Member	States.	What	the	EU	does	Thanks	to	the	EU,	the	last	20	years	have	seen	considerable	progress	in	Europes	transport	sector,	with	safer	skies,	seas	and	roads,	better	working	conditions	for	transport	workers,	more
and	cheaper	mobility	options	and	fast	progress	towards	cleaner	and	digital	solutions.	Transport	accounts	for	a	quarter	of	the	EUs	greenhouse	gas	emissions	and	the	European	Green	Deal	aims	to	reduce	them	by	90%	by	2050.	Achieving	more	sustainable	and	smart	mobility	means	providing	more	affordable,	more	accessible,	healthier	and	cleaner	alternatives.	A	key	objective	is	to	boost	the	uptake	of	clean	vehicles	and	alternative	fuels	and	strengthen	the	role	of	sustainable	transport	modes,	such	as	rail.	In	2021,	the	European	Year
of	Rail	shone	a	light	on	the	benefits	of	rail	as	a	sustainable,	smart	and	safe	means	of	transport.	Improving	efficiency	is	crucial.	Digital	technologies	enabling	automated	mobility	and	smart	traffic	management	systems,	for	example,	will	help	with	efficiency	while	also	making	transport	cleaner.	Funded	through	the	Connecting	Europe	Facility,	with	a	budget	of	over	25.8	billion,	the	EUs	transport	infrastructure	policy	aims	to	connect	the	whole	continent.	This	includes	bridging	gaps	between	national	transport	networks	and	supporting
investments	in	cross-border	connections.	It	also	prioritises	environmentally	friendly	modes	such	as	rail	and	the	development	of	infrastructure	for	vehicles	using	alternative	fuels.	Transport	is	the	backbone	of	the	single	market,	keeping	the	EUs	economy	moving.	By	building	a	single	European	market	in	aviation	and	advancing	on	the	Single	European	Sky	initiative,	flying	continues	to	become	easier	and	cheaper.	Licensed	rail	companies	can	now	offer	their	services	anywhere	in	the	EU	and	shipping	companies	can	operate	in	more
countries.	Safety	and	security	are	paramount.	While	there	is	progress	in	the	right	direction,	around	18800	people	still	lost	their	lives	in	road	accidents	in	2020.	This	is	why	the	EU	actively	works	to	improve	road	safety.	EU	transport	policy	also	helps	travellers	in	other	ways:	air,	rail,	ship	and	bus	passengers	travelling	in	the	EU	have	rights	when	they	experience	delays	or	cancellations.	Find	out	more:	@Transport_EU	The	common	agricultural	policy	ensures	a	stable	food	supply	produced	in	a	sustainable	way	and	at	affordable	prices
for	the	EUs	447	million	consumers.	It	also	helps	tackle	climate	change,	manage	our	natural	resources	and	support	jobs	and	growth	in	rural	areas.	The	common	agricultural	policy	(CAP)	is	applied	in	all	EU	countries	and	is	funded	from	the	EU	budget.	It	supports	the	EUs	vital	food	and	farming	sector,	which	provides	nearly	40	million	jobs.	Crises	such	as	climate	change	and	the	COVID-19	pandemic	are	a	reminder	that	our	food	system	is	under	threat	and	must	become	more	resilient.	A	healthier	and	more	sustainable	EU	food	system
is	a	cornerstone	of	the	European	Green	Deal.	What	the	EU	does	The	CAP	provides	support	through	the	following.	Direct	payments	that	support	farm	incomes.	These	offset	the	risks	and	uncertainties	associated	with	farming	and	are	allocated	on	the	condition	that	strict	food	safety,	environmental	and	animal	health	and	welfare	rules	are	followed.	Market	measures	to	deal	with	difficult	situations,	such	as	a	sudden	drop	in	demand	due	to	a	health	scare	or	a	fall	in	prices	due	to	temporary	oversupply.	Rural	development	programmes
(co-financed	by	EU	countries)	that	foster	innovation	and	competitiveness	to	make	rural	areas	attractive	places	in	which	to	live	and	work.	In	2019,	the	EU	supported	farmers	to	the	tune	of	57.98	billion,	with	income	support	comprising	nearly	three	quarters	of	the	total	amount.	Proposals	for	the	future	CAP	seek	to	shift	the	emphasis	from	rules	and	compliance	to	performance	and	results.	They	aim	to	foster	a	sustainable	and	competitive	agriculture	sector	that	can	contribute	to	the	goals	of	the	European	Green	Deal.	Farmers,	agri-
food	businesses,	foresters	and	rural	communities	have	an	essential	role	to	play	on	many	issues.	One	such	issue	is	the	Farm	to	Fork	strategy	that	aims	to	protect	the	environment	through	sustainable	food	production	and	consumption.	The	strategy	aims	to	promote	healthy	food	for	everyone	and	prevent	food	loss	and	waste,	while	ensuring	farmers	livelihoods.	The	future	CAP	is	closely	linked	to	the	EU	biodiversity	strategy	for	2030	and	is	due	to	be	implemented	from	1	January	2023,	pending	final	agreement	between	the	European
Parliament	and	the	Council	of	the	European	Union.	The	EUs	General	Food	Law	aims	to	protect	peoples	health	and	consumer	interests,	while	ensuring	the	single	market	works	efficiently.	The	European	Food	Safety	Authority	advises	on	food-related	issues	to	protect	people,	animals,	plants	and	the	environment.	The	Rapid	Alert	System	for	Food	and	Feed	helps	ensure	that	food	that	does	not	comply	with	European	rules	is	removed	from	the	shelves.	Whenever	significant	outbreaks	of	animal	disease	or	food	poisoning	occur,	EU
authorities	can	follow	the	movement	of	food	products	via	the	TRACES	system.	Find	out	more:	EUAgri	@EUAgri	@EUAgrifood	Our	oceans	produce	most	of	the	oxygen	we	breathe,	regulate	our	weather	and	climate	and	are	home	to	the	majority	of	the	planets	species.	They	are	also	important	drivers	of	the	European	economy,	providing	us	with	food,	jobs,	transport	and	recreation.	The	EU	works	to	protect	our	seas	and	oceans	and	to	ensure	that	they	remain	environmentally	and	economically	sustainable	for	future	generations.	What
the	EU	does	With	a	turnover	of	650	billion	in	2018,	and	employing	close	to	4.5	million	people,	the	EUs	blue	economy	sector	is	in	good	health.	The	EUs	Sustainable	Blue	Economy	strategy	seeks	to	harness	the	potential	for	sustainable	growth	in	the	marine	and	maritime	sectors	as	a	whole.	Thanks	to	research	and	innovation,	the	seas	and	oceans	are	a	source	of	renewable	energy,	minerals	and	pharmaceuticals.	The	EU	is	in	a	unique	position	to	develop	offshore	renewable	energy	thanks	to	the	number	and	variety	of	its	sea	basins	and
the	steadily	falling	costs	of	new	installations.	Proposals	to	maximise	this	potential	will	help	the	EU	to	meet	its	goal	of	becoming	climate	neutral	by	2050.	While	nurturing	these	new	opportunities,	the	EU	also	plays	an	important	role	in	promoting	the	responsible	and	sustainable	exploitation	of	seas,	both	in	Europe	and	globally.	The	EUs	common	fisheries	policy	aims	to	ensure	that	fishing	and	aquaculture	(farming	fish	under	controlled	conditions)	are	environmentally,	economically	and	socially	sustainable.	Its	goals	are	to	foster	a
dynamic	and	sustainable	fishing	industry,	conserve	resources	and	protect	the	marine	environment,	while	ensuring	a	fair	standard	of	living	for	fishing	communities.	It	contains	a	set	of	rules	for	managing	European	fishing	fleets	and	for	conserving	fish	stocks.	To	prevent	overfishing,	quotas	for	EU	Member	States	set	limits	on	how	much	of	each	species	can	be	caught,	while	a	landing	obligation	avoids	the	wasteful	practice	of	dumping	unwanted	fish.	The	EU	has	introduced	protected	areas	to	safeguard	marine	ecosystems	and	their
biodiversity,	along	with	the	services	they	provide,	and	aims	to	protect	at	least	30%	of	the	EUs	seas	by	2030.	In	addition,	EU	rules	to	tackle	marine	litter	reduce	the	negative	impacts	of	the	10	single-use	plastic	products	most	often	found	on	Europes	beaches	and	seas,	along	with	lost	and	abandoned	fishing	gear.	The	EUs	common	fisheries	policy	and	maritime	policy	will	be	financed	through	the	European	Maritime,	Fisheries	and	Aquaculture	Fund.	Pending	its	final	approval,	this	fund	will	provide	over	6.1	billion	(20212027)	for
sustainable	development	in	the	sector,	with	a	particular	focus	on	supporting	small-scale	coastal	fisheries.	Find	out	more:	EUmaritimefish	@EU_MARE	The	Economic	and	Monetary	Union	provides	a	common	foundation	for	stability,	jobs	and	growth	across	the	EU.	The	Economic	and	Monetary	Union	binds	the	EUs	economies	together	through	coordinated	economic	and	fiscal	policies,	harmonised	rules	for	financial	institutions,	a	common	monetary	policy	and	a	common	currency,	the	euro.	It	is	a	powerful	tool	to	deliver	jobs,	growth,
social	fairness	and	financial	stability.	However,	while	there	have	been	important	institutional	reforms	to	strengthen	the	Economic	and	Monetary	Union	in	recent	years,	it	remains	a	work	in	progress.	What	the	EU	does	The	EUs	economic	and	financial	policies	aim	to:	create	jobs	and	boost	investment;	promote	economic	stability;	improve	the	efficient	functioning	of	the	Economic	and	Monetary	Union;	regulate	financial	institutions	and	complex	financial	products;	preserve	financial	stability	and	protect	taxpayers	in	financial	crises;
strengthen	the	international	role	of	the	euro.	While	all	27	Member	States	are	a	part	of	the	Economic	and	Monetary	Union,	many	have	taken	their	integration	further	and	adopted	the	euro	as	their	currency.	Together,	these	countries	make	up	the	euro	area.	Today,	the	euro	is	used	by	more	than	340million	people	in	19	Member	States.	Euro	notes	and	coins	are	a	tangible	symbol	of	the	freedom,	convenience	and	opportunities	that	the	EU	makes	possible.	In	the	aftermath	of	the	2008	financial	crisis,	the	EU	took	action	to	address	some
of	the	institutional	weaknesses	the	crisis	exposed	in	the	Economic	and	Monetary	Union	and	create	a	safer	financial	sector.	The	EU	has	strengthened	economic	governance,	designed	a	system	to	safeguard	financial	stability	in	the	euro	area,	improved	Member	States	public	finances	and	promoted	reforms	to	encourage	investment.	Moreover,	the	EU	put	in	place	harmonised	rules	to	increase	the	resilience	of	EU	financial	institutions	and	strengthen	supervision	of	banks	in	the	euro	area.	The	strong	foundations	provided	by	the
Economic	and	Monetary	Union	have	helped	Member	States	weather	the	unprecedented	economic	and	social	impact	of	the	COVID-19	pandemic.	The	pandemic	highlighted	the	necessity	of	responding	to	crises	quickly,	decisively	and	in	a	coordinated	manner.	The	EU	responded	by	allowing	Member	States	to	depart	from	their	normal	budgetary	requirements,	creating	the	100billion	SURE	initiative	to	help	protect	jobs	and	workers	and	launching	the	unprecedented	723.8billion	(current	prices)	Recovery	and	Resilience	Facility,	the
centrepiece	of	NextGenerationEU.	The	facility	is	financing	the	investments	and	reforms	contained	in	the	recovery	and	resilience	plans	prepared	by	Member	States.	These	measures	will	support	the	green	and	digital	transitions	while	helping	EU	countries	to	emerge	stronger	from	the	pandemic.	facebook.com/EUeconomy	@ecfin	The	EU	contributes	to	the	creation	of	more	and	better	jobs	across	Europe	and	aims	for	fair	social	standards	for	all,	including	through	the	99.3	billion	European	Social	Fund	Plus	for	the	20212027	period.
Responsibility	for	employment	policies	and	social	affairs	is	shared	between	the	EU	and	its	Member	States.	The	Commission	has	made	jobs,	growth	and	investment	a	top	priority,	backed	up	by	NextGenerationEU,	the	EUs	recovery	plan	to	tackle	the	social	and	economic	fallout	of	the	COVID-19	pandemic.	What	the	EU	does	The	EUs	employment	and	social	affairs	policies	are	designed	to:	The	EU	provides	and	coordinates	funding	to	help	Member	States	to	invest	in	areas	like	childcare,	healthcare,	training,	accessible	infrastructure
and	help	with	finding	a	job.	The	European	Social	Fund	Plus	will	help	millions	of	people	to	acquire	new	skills,	in	particular	those	required	for	the	green	and	digital	transitions,	and	find	better	jobs.	The	Youth	Guarantee	helps	ensure	that	all	people	under	30	receive	a	good	quality	and	concrete	offer	of	a	job,	apprenticeship,	traineeship	or	continued	education	within	4	months	of	leaving	formal	education	or	becoming	unemployed.	Meanwhile,	the	new	aim,	learn,	master,	achieve	(ALMA)	initiative	aims	to	help	disadvantaged	young
people	who	are	vulnerable	as	regards	their	chances	of	accessing	work	or	training	for	individual	or	structural	reasons.	The	European	Skills	Agenda	is	designed	to	help	individuals	and	businesses	develop	more	and	better	skills,	and	sets	ambitious	objectives	to	be	achieved	by	2025.	The	European	Pillar	of	Social	Rights	enshrines	principles	and	rights	in	the	areas	of	equal	opportunities	on	the	labour	market,	fair	working	conditions	and	social	protection.	An	action	plan	to	turn	the	principles	into	reality	sets	key	targets	for	employment,
training,	and	social	protection	and	inclusion	to	be	reached	by	2030.	EU	rules	on	social	security	coordination	do	not	replace	national	systems	but	protect	the	social	security	rights	of	people	when	they	move	within	the	EU	(and	Iceland,	Liechtenstein,	Norway	and	Switzerland).	The	European	Labour	Authority	ensures	that	EU	rules	on	labour	mobility	are	enforced	in	a	fair,	simple	and	effective	way.	EURES,	the	European	job	mobility	portal,	helps	connect	jobseekers	and	companies	offering	a	job,	while	the	Europass	service	helps
people	build	their	CVs.	facebook.com/socialeurope	@EU_Social	The	EU	is	committed	to	creating	a	more	attractive	investment	environment	that	will	drive	economic	growth	and	create	jobs.	It	aims	to	do	this	by	removing	barriers	to	investment	and	ensuring	that	EU	citizens	are	equipped	with	the	skills	needed	for	the	jobs	of	the	future.	The	EU	is	addressing	the	consequences	of	the	COVID-19	pandemic,	while	working	to	help	EU	citizens	successfully	navigate	the	green	and	digital	transitions.	It	aims	to	ensure	that	the	transformation
of	the	EUs	economy	is	fair	and	inclusive	so	that	every	citizen	can	reap	the	benefits	offered	by	the	twin	transitions	and	to	make	sure	no	one	is	left	behind.	What	the	EU	does	The	InvestEU	programme	is	an	important	element	of	the	EUs	recovery	plan	to	tackle	the	consequences	of	the	COVID-19	pandemic	and	achieve	the	EUs	long-term	priorities.	It	builds	on	the	success	of	the	investment	plan	for	Europe,	which	mobilised	more	than	500billion	between	2015	and	2020	to	help	close	the	gap	in	investment	caused	by	the	20072008
financial	crisis.	To	help	investment	recover	even	further,	InvestEU	provides	an	EU	budget	guarantee	to	help	businesses	in	the	EU	access	and	attract	the	funding	they	need.	It	aims	to	trigger	at	least	372billion	in	additional	investment	between	2021	and	2027.	The	programme	focuses	on	four	key	policy	areas:	sustainable	infrastructure,	research,	innovation	and	digitisation,	small	and	medium-sized	businesses,	and	social	investment	and	skills.	To	complement	the	programme,	the	InvestEU	advisory	hub	will	act	as	a	one-stop	shop	for
the	identification,	preparation	and	development	of	investment	projects	across	the	EU.	The	rapid	shift	towards	a	climate	neutral	and	digital	Europe	is	changing	the	way	we	work.The	European	Skills	Agenda	is	already	helping	to	address	this	challenge	and	sets	objectives	to	be	achieved	by	2025.	It	puts	into	practice	key	principles	of	the	European	Pillar	of	Social	Rights,	which	aims	to	create	a	fair	and	inclusive	European	labour	market.	To	ensure	concrete	benefits	for	citizens,	key	targets	for	employment,	training,	and	social
protection	and	inclusion	have	been	set	for	2030.	The	Just	Transition	Mechanism,	the	Recovery	and	Resilience	Facility	and,	in	the	future,	the	proposed	Social	Climate	Fund	will	provide	support	to	reduce	regional	and	social	disparities.	The	Commission	is	also	working	to	identify	concrete	measures	and	solutions	for	Europes	demographic	challenges,	so	as	to	support	people,	regions	and	communities	that	are	most	affected.	Find	out	more:	facebook.com/EUeconomy	@ecfin	Regional	policy	targets	all	regions	and	cities	in	the	EU	in
order	to	support	job	creation,	business	competitiveness,	economic	growth	and	sustainable	development,	and	to	improve	citizens	quality	of	life.	Modernising	the	airports	of	Riga	and	Wrocaw;	improving	urban	mobility	in	Athens,	Sofia	and	Cluj-Napoca;	preserving	Mont	Saint-Michel	and	safeguarding	Pompeii;	developing	broadband	infrastructure	across	Lithuania;	supporting	businesses	in	Utrecht	and	Paredes;	renewing	wastewater	treatment	in	Trenn	and	Slavonski	Brod;	and	promoting	the	use	of	information	technologies	in
universities	in	Nicosia	and	Ljubljana	these	are	just	some	examples	of	the	thousands	of	projects	co-funded	by	the	EUs	regional	policy.	What	the	EU	does	Regional	policy	underpins	European	solidarity,	boosting	economic	growth	and	improving	quality	of	life	through	strategic	investment.	It	dedicates	the	bulk	of	its	funding	to	help	the	EUs	less-developed	countries	and	regions	to	catch	up	and	to	therefore	reduce	the	economic,	social	and	territorial	disparities	that	still	exist	in	the	EU.	Regional	policy	is	jointly	managed	by	the
Commission	and	the	EU	Member	States	and	their	regions,	which	choose	the	projects	that	will	be	co-financed	by	the	EU	under	programmes	agreed	on	in	advance	with	the	Commission.	EU	funds	are	always	topped	up	with	national	(private	and/or	public)	funds.	Through	the	European	territorial	cooperation	(Interreg)	programmes,	regional	policy	pays	particular	attention	to	the	needs	and	potential	of	border	regions.	Almost	a	third	(392billion)	of	the	EUs	20212027	budget	has	been	set	aside	for	regional	policy.	These	resources	are
used	to	finance	strategic	transport	and	communication	infrastructures;	to	favour	a	transition	to	a	more	environmentally	friendly	economy;	to	help	small	and	medium-sized	enterprises	to	become	more	innovative	and	more	competitive;	to	create	new	and	lasting	job	opportunities;	to	reinforce	and	modernise	education	systems;	and	to	build	a	more	inclusive	society.	In	addition,	under	NextGenerationEU,	the	Recovery	Assistance	for	Cohesion	and	the	Territories	of	Europe	(REACT-EU)	will	provide	more	than	50billion	of	fresh	resources
to	existing	programmes	in	the	Member	States	until	2023	to	support	the	recovery	from	the	COVID-19	pandemic.	To	achieve	the	EUs	goal	of	becoming	the	first	climate-neutral	continent,	the	Just	Transition	Mechanism	will	help	mobilise	around	55billion	between	2021	and	2027	to	support	regions	most	affected	by	the	shift	to	a	climate-neutral	economy.	The	proposed	Social	Climate	Fund	also	aims	to	help	Member	States	support	the	transition	to	climate	neutrality	for	people	most	reliant	on	fossil	fuels.	Find	out	more:
facebook.com/EUinmyregion	@EUinmyRegion	The	95.5billion	research	and	innovation	programme	Horizon	Europe	is	helping	to	boost	jobs	and	growth	and	tackle	some	of	our	biggest	challenges.	Research	and	innovation	are	essential	to	our	economy	and	society.	They	are	at	the	heart	of	European	efforts	to	create	jobs	and	boost	growth	and	investment,	and	help	make	peoples	lives	better	through	improvements	in	areas	such	as	healthcare,	transport	and	energy.	They	also	provide	us	with	the	knowledge	and	solutions	to	tackle	both
urgent	problems	such	the	COVID-19	pandemic	and	longer-term	challenges	such	as	climate	change	and	the	fight	against	cancer.	What	the	EU	does	The	EU	is	the	worlds	biggest	knowledge	factory,	accounting	for	almost	a	third	of	global	science	and	technology	production.	However,	in	the	face	of	increasing	competition,	the	EU	must	keep	turning	excellent	research	and	innovative	ideas	into	successful	technologies	and	products.	All	EU	Member	States	have	their	own	research	policies	and	funding	programmes,	but	many	important
issues	can	be	best	tackled	by	helping	researchers	and	innovators	in	different	countries	to	work	together.	This	is	why	research	and	innovation	is	supported	at	the	EU	level,	in	particular	through	the	Horizon	Europe	programme.	Horizon	Europe	is	one	of	the	largest	and	most	ambitious	research	programmes	in	the	world,	investing	95.5billion	of	funding	(20212027),	in	addition	to	the	other	public	and	private	investment	that	this	money	attracts.	Building	on	the	achievements	of	the	Horizon	2020	programme,	it	continues	to	drive
Europes	scientific	excellence	through	the	European	Research	Council	and	the	Marie	Skodowska-Curie	fellowships	and	exchanges.	It	also	draws	on	the	scientific	advice,	technical	support	and	dedicated	research	of	the	Commissions	science	and	knowledge	service,	the	Joint	Research	Centre.	Horizon	Europe	has	established	a	series	of	EU	missions	a	new	way	of	working	together	to	tackle	big	challenges	in	health,	climate	and	the	environment.	Each	of	the	five	missions	work	as	a	set	of	actions	to	achieve	concrete	results	by	2030.
Horizon	Europe	also	supports	European	partnerships,	which	bring	the	EU,	national	authorities	and	the	private	sector	together	to	address	some	of	Europes	most	pressing	challenges	through	concerted	research	and	innovation	initiatives.	They	will	help	strengthen	the	new	European	research	area,	which	aims	to	create	a	single	EU	market	for	research,	innovation	and	technology	and	enables	countries	to	be	more	effective	by	aligning	their	research	policies	and	programmes.	Mandatory	open	access	to	publications	and	open	science
principles	are	applied	throughout	the	Horizon	Europe	programme.	Find	out	more:	facebook.com/EUScienceInnov	@EUScienceInnov	The	single	market	is	one	of	the	EUs	greatest	achievements.	For	30years	it	has	helped	to	make	everyday	life	easier	for	citizens	and	businesses,	allowing	goods,	services,	people	and	money	to	move	freely	around	the	EU.	Thanks	to	the	single	market	(sometimes	also	called	the	internal	market)	EU	citizens	can	study,	live,	shop,	work	and	retire	in	any	EU	Member	State	and	enjoy	products	from	all	over
Europe.	Companies	are	able	to	expand	their	operations,	while	competition	helps	to	bring	prices	down	and	give	consumers	more	choice.	At	the	same	time,	the	EU	works	to	ensure	that	these	greater	freedoms	do	not	undermine	fairness,	consumer	protection,	workers	rights	or	environmental	sustainability.	What	the	EU	does	Underpinned	by	the	EUs	industrial	strategy,	the	single	market	plays	an	essential	role	in	supporting	businesses	on	the	path	to	the	green	and	digital	transitions.	It	also	helps	shield	companies	from	supply	shocks
and	crises	while	strengthening	their	global	competitiveness.	The	EU	is	working	to:	build	on	the	lessons	learned	from	the	COVID-19	pandemic	and	Russias	invasion	of	Ukraine,	for	example,	by	addressing	supply	chain	disruptions;	ensure	the	single	market	creates	more	opportunities	for	companies	and	entrepreneurs	to	expand	their	businesses;	tackle	obstacles	that	prevent	people	from	easily	buying	or	selling	goods	and	services	from	or	in	another	Member	State	and	workers	from	moving	freely;	make	sure	the	same	rules	on	fairness,
opportunities	and	obligations	also	apply	to	the	digital	economy;	improve	reskilling	and	upskilling	across	industrial	sectors;	ensure	access	to	finance,	standards	and	patents	to	build,	scale	and	protect	European	leadership	in	innovative	technologies.	New	industrial	alliances	in	key	areas	where	the	EU	is	dependent	on	non-EU	countries	play	a	key	role	in	achieving	its	goals.	As	part	of	these	efforts,	the	EU	has	presented	new	measures	to	improve	the	shift	to	a	circular	economy	and	to	secure	a	more	sustainable	supply	of	critical	raw
materials.	Small	and	medium-sized	enterprises,	which	make	up	99%	of	all	companies	in	the	EU,	provide	two-thirds	of	total	private-sector	employment.	EU	policies	encourage	the	creation	of	new	businesses	and	support	innovative	enterprises	in	their	efforts	to	scale	up.	With	a	budget	of	4.2billion	for	2021	to	2027,	the	Single	Market	Programme	consolidates	a	wide	range	of	activities	in	areas	such	as	food	safety,	consumer	protection,	standardisation	and	competitiveness,	reducing	overlaps	and	improving	coordination.	The	Your
Europe	portal	contains	information	on	living,	working,	travelling,	studying	and	doing	business	in	another	Member	State.	It	also	offers	access	to	services	such	as	Your	Europe	Advice	and	the	SOLVIT	problem-solving	network.	facebook.com/EU.Growth	@EU_Growth	EU	consumer	policy	safeguards	consumers	rights,	ensures	products	are	safe,	helps	people	make	informed	choices	when	they	buy	goods	and	services	and	offers	tools	to	solve	problems	if	something	goes	wrong.	The	EU	single	market	offers	consumers	access	to	greater
choice,	flexibility,	quality	and	value	for	money.	EU	consumer	policy	ensures	that	peoples	rights	will	be	upheld	if	they	encounter	any	problems	when	buying	goods	or	services	from	other	Member	States,	building	trust	and	encouraging	trade,	including	online.	What	the	EU	does	The	New	Consumer	Agenda	sets	out	the	EUs	strategy	up	until	2025.	It	outlines	the	measures	that	the	EU	will	take	to	respond	to	new	challenges	such	as	COVID-19	and	the	green	and	digital	transitions.	These	include	addressing	environmental	and
sustainability	concerns,	enforcing	consumer	rights	and	protecting	vulnerable	consumers.	The	EU	offers	consumers	a	set	of	practical	rights	when	something	goes	wrong.	Online	shoppers	have	14	days	to	reconsider	their	purchase	and	withdraw.	They	may	return	a	product	within	2	weeks	and	get	their	money	back.	If	an	item	bought	in	the	EU	(online	or	in	a	shop)	is	not	as	advertised	or	does	not	work	properly,	the	consumer	has	the	right	to	at	least	a	free	repair	or	replacement.	EU	rules	on	mortgage	credits	ensure	clear	information
in	advertisements	and	timely	information	to	consumers	before	signing	a	contract.	There	are	minimum	standards	for	passenger	rights	across	all	modes	of	transport,	including	information,	assistance	and	compensation	in	the	event	of	cancellations	or	long	delays.	The	EU	also	provides	help	to	resolve	disputes	with	traders	quickly	and	efficiently.	The	online	dispute	resolution	platform	allows	consumers	and	traders	to	resolve	disputes	over	online	purchases.	The	European	Consumer	Centres	Network	provides	free	help	and	advice	to
consumers	on	their	cross-border	purchases.	New	EU	rules	will,	by	mid	2023	at	the	latest,	make	it	easier	for	organisations	to	defend	the	collective	interests	of	consumers	and	bring	actions	to	court.	Stringent	safety,	health	and	environmental	standards	apply	to	toys,	electrical	appliances,	cosmetics	and	pharmaceuticals.	Strict	rules	ensure	that	unsafe	products	are	recalled	from	the	market,	with	hundreds	of	products	notified	via	the	EUs	rapid	alert	system	for	dangerous	non-food	products	every	year.	In	2021,	the	Commission
proposed	to	revise	rules	on	product	safety,	including	new	rules	for	online	marketplaces,	along	with	a	revision	of	EU	rules	on	consumer	credit.	The	EUs	Circular	Economy	Action	Plan	aligns	consumer	and	environmental	rights,	focusing	on	higher	quality,	longer	lasting,	sustainable	products.	facebook.com/EUJustice	@EU_Consumer	EU	competition	rules	aim	to	ensure	that	all	companies	compete	fairly	and	equally	in	the	single	market	to	the	benefit	of	consumers,	businesses	and	the	European	economy	as	a	whole.	Together	with
national	competition	authorities	and	national	courts,	the	Commission	enforces	EU	competition	rules	to	make	sure	that	companies	compete	fairly	with	each	other.	This	helps	to	reduce	prices	and	improve	quality,	encourages	innovation	and	efficiency	and	creates	a	wider	choice	for	consumers.	What	the	EU	does	The	Commission	takes	action	in	regard	to:	cartels	or	other	illegal	arrangements	between	companies	to	avoid	competing	with	each	other	or	that	set	artificially	high	prices;	cases	where	major	players	abuse	their	dominant
position	in	markets	to	try	to	squeeze	out	competitors	or	charge	excessive	prices;	company	mergers	and	takeovers	that	could	restrict	competition	in	the	single	market;	financial	support	(State	aid)	from	EU	governments	to	companies,	which	may	distort	competition	in	the	single	market	by	favouring	some	companies	over	others;	and	promoting	competition	culture	internationally	so	that	EU	companies	enjoy	fair	competition	in	markets	elsewhere	in	the	world.	The	enforcement	of	competition	policy	benefits	EU	citizens.	For	example,	in
2020,	conservative	estimates	by	the	Commission	put	customer	savings	from	cartel	prohibitions	and	merger	interventions	at	between	14billion	and	23.3billion.	EU	investigations	into	anti-competitive	practices	cover	goods,	professions	and	services.	The	Commission	monitors	the	assistance	EU	governments	give	to	businesses	to	ensure	that	it	does	not	give	certain	companies	an	unfair	advantage	over	their	competitors.	State	aid	may	be	allowed	if	it	helps	or	promotes	disadvantaged	regions,	small	and	medium-sized	businesses,
research	and	development,	environmental	protection,	training,	employment	or	culture.	New	rules	on	State	aid	introduced	in	January	2022	align	with	the	EUs	important	objectives	under	the	European	Green	Deal.	They	aim	to	help	EU	Member	States	meet	their	ambitious	EU	energy	and	climate	targets,	supporting	projects	for	environmental	protection,	including	climate	protection	and	green	energy	generation.	The	EU	is	also	working	to	ensure	its	legislation	keeps	pace	with	the	digital	transformation.	The	Digital	Markets	Act,	for
example,	will	prevent	online	platforms	that	act	as	gatekeepers	from	imposing	unfair	conditions	on	businesses	and	consumers	through	a	clear	list	of	dos	and	donts.	Meanwhile	the	Digital	Services	Act	will	impose	binding	EU-wide	obligations	on	intermediaries	providing	digital	services	that	connect	consumers	to	goods,	services	or	content,	making	it	easier	for	smaller	platforms	to	scale	up	across	the	EU	single	market.	Find	out	more:	@EU_Competition	@dg-competition	While	national	governments	independently	set	and	collect	taxes,
the	EU	is	responsible	for	a	customs	union	that	ensures	the	free	movement	and	safety	of	goods	in	the	single	market.	EU	Member	State	governments	are	broadly	free	to	design	their	tax	laws	according	to	their	national	priorities.	However,	in	doing	so,	they	must	respect	certain	fundamental	principles	and	ensure	that	national	tax	rules	do	not	hinder	the	EUs	single	market.	The	EU	customs	union	makes	it	easier	for	companies	to	trade,	harmonises	customs	duties	on	goods	from	outside	the	EU	and	helps	protect	EU	citizens	and	the
environment.	What	the	EU	does	The	EU	does	not	have	a	direct	role	in	raising	or	setting	tax	rates,	rather	it	oversees	national	tax	rules	to	ensure	they	promote	jobs	and	growth	and	to	ensure	that	one	countrys	taxes	do	not	discriminate	against	consumers,	workers	or	businesses	from	other	Member	States.	The	governments	of	all	Member	States	must	agree	when	it	comes	to	making	EU	decisions	so	that	everyones	interests	are	taken	into	account.	For	some	taxes	such	as	value	added	tax	or	excise	duties	on	petrol,	tobacco	and	alcohol
Member	States	have	agreed	common	rules	to	simplify	online	and	offline	cross-border	commerce	and	ensure	a	level	playing	field	between	EU	and	non-EU	companies	and	platforms.	In	2021,	the	Commission	set	out	its	vision	for	a	new,	fairer	and	more	transparent	EU	business	tax	system	for	the	21st	century.	It	includes	actions	to	cut	red	tape,	support	small	businesses	and	fight	tax	abuse.	With	its	proposal	for	a	minimum	corporation	tax	rate	of	at	least	15%	for	all	multinational	companies,	the	Commission	aims	to	make	the	EU	among
the	first	to	implement	the	2021	historic	global	tax	reform	agreement.	This	should	ultimately	ensure	that	all	companies	are	taxed	fairly,	wherever	they	do	business.	To	ensure	a	level	playing	field	across	the	single	market,	the	EU	must	function	as	a	single	customs	union,	with	the	same	tariffs,	standards	and	procedures	to	handle	goods	imported	from	abroad.	No	customs	duties	are	applied	to	goods	that	are	transported	from	one	Member	State	to	another.	In	practice,	the	EUs	customs	union	is	managed	by	thenational	customs	services.
They	protect	consumers,	animals	and	the	environment	from	goods	that	could	be	harmful,	and	they	contribute	to	the	fight	against	organised	crime,	terrorism	and	smuggling.	Once	goods	have	cleared	customs,	they	can	circulate	freely	or	be	sold	anywhere	within	Europe.	Find	out	more:	@EU_Taxud	The	EUs	space	policy	actively	contributes	to	fighting	climate	change,	stimulates	technological	advances	and	innovation,	and	improves	the	lives	of	EU	citizens.	Space	technology,	data	and	services	are	essential	to	the	daily	lives	of
Europeans	(e.g.	for	using	mobile	phones,	car	navigation	systems	and	automated	teller	machines	(ATMs)).	Satellites	also	provide	valuable	data	and	services	for	a	wide	array	of	applications,	from	transport,	agriculture	and	the	environment	to	crisis	response.	What	the	EU	does	The	EU	has	a	competitive	and	growing	space	industry	estimated	to	be	worth	up	to	62billion	that	employs	more	than	230000	people	and	is	responsible	for	one	third	of	all	satellites	currently	in	orbit.	The	following	flagship	components	deliver	European	space-
based	services	on	a	daily	basis.	Copernicus	is	the	EUs	Earth-observation	system.	The	data	generated	by	its	satellites	is	used	in	many	areas,	from	monitoring	climate	change	and	its	effects	to	directing	emergency	and	humanitarian	services.	Copernicus	data	has	been	used	to	locate	vessels	in	distress	and	to	respond	to	forest	fires,	earthquakes	and	floods,	helping	save	lives	and	property.	Galileo,	the	EUs	global	satellite	navigation	system,	provides	accurate	and	reliable	positioning	and	timing	information	for	all	modes	of	transport,
vehicles,	railways,	aviation	and	other	sectors.	Thanks	to	Galileo,	3.2billion	smartphones	are	equipped	with	a	safe	and	independent	positioning	system.	The	European	Geostationary	Navigation	Overlay	Service	(EGNOS)	monitors	and	corrects	satellite	navigation	signals	for	aviation,	maritime	and	land-based	users	over	most	of	Europe.	426	airports	in	the	EU	are	already	using	EGNOS	to	make	landings	in	adverse	weather	conditions	safer,	avoiding	delays	and	rerouting.	The	20212027	EU	space	programme,	with	a	budget	of	14.9billion,
builds	on	their	success	with	a	focus	on	more	coordination	with	other	EU	policy	areas.	It	aims	to	encourage	scientific	and	technical	progress	and	support	the	competitiveness	and	innovation	capacity	of	the	European	space	industry,	in	particular	small	and	medium-sized	enterprises,	start-ups	and	innovative	businesses.	The	Commission	has	also	proposed	two	new	flagship	initiatives	to	boost	satellite-based	secure	connectivity	and	space	traffic	management.	Through	individual	EU	Member	States	and	the	European	Space	Agency,	the
EU	has	developed	world-class	technology	in	space	exploration.	Achievements	include	the	development	of	new	rockets	and	satellites	and	robot	explorers	on	the	Moon	and	Mars.	While	space	exploration	is	strategically	and	politically	important,	the	EU	is	also	helping	scientists	to	unlock	the	secrets	of	the	universe;	in	2019	EU-funded	researchers	unveiled	the	first-ever	photograph	of	a	black	hole.	Copernicus	EU	@defis_eu	The	common	foreign	and	security	policy	enables	the	EU	to	speak	and	act	as	one	in	world	affairs,	allowing
Member	States	to	tackle	challenges	they	cannot	solve	alone	and	ensuring	the	security	and	prosperity	of	EU	citizens.	The	policy	is	implemented	by	the	High	Representative	of	the	Union	for	Foreign	Affairs	and	Security	Policy,	and	supported	by	the	European	External	Action	Service,	the	EUs	diplomatic	service.	The	EUs	external	actions	are	guided	by	the	principles	that	inspired	its	own	creation	and	development,	and	which	it	seeks	to	promote	in	the	wider	world,	including	peace,	democracy,	the	rule	of	law,	human	rights	and
fundamental	freedoms.	What	the	EU	does	At	a	time	of	increasing	and	complex	security	threats,	the	EU	Strategic	Compass	on	security	and	defence	will	strengthen	the	EUs	ability	to	react	to	crises	and	threats	over	the	coming	decade.	The	Strategic	Compass	focuses	on:	acting	more	quickly	and	decisively	when	a	crisis	happens;	securing	citizens	against	fast-changing	threats;	investing	in	the	capabilities	and	technologies	the	EU	needs;	partnering	with	others	to	achieve	common	goals.	The	EU	supports	countries	facing	conflicts	and
crises.	With	the	European	Peace	Facility,	the	EU	is	taking	on	more	responsibility	as	a	global	security	provider.	The	facility	funds	the	common	costs	of	military	missions	and	operations	under	the	common	security	and	defence	policy	and	peace	support	operations	in	cooperation	with	partners	such	as	the	African	Union.	It	also	strengthens	the	defence	capacities	of	partner	countries	and	regional	and	international	organisations	and	has	been	instrumental	in	supporting	Ukraine	in	its	response	to	Russias	military	aggression.	Since
Russias	invasion	of	Ukraine	in	February	2022,	the	EU	has	also	taken	steps	to	ensure	that	global	food	security	is	restored	through	international	cooperation.	The	EU	and	its	Member	States	have	remained	the	largest	donors	in	the	international	response	to	the	Syria	crisis,	supporting	people	in	Syria	and	the	region	through	investment	totalling	more	than	27billion	since	2011.	The	Global	Gateway	is	the	EUs	new	investment	strategy	to	boost	smart,	clean	and	secure	energy,	transport	and	digital	infrastructure,	and	strengthen	health,
education	and	research	systems	across	the	world.	The	EU,	its	Member	States	and	its	financial	institutions,	acting	together	as	Team	Europe,	aim	to	mobilise	up	to	300billion	in	public	and	private	investment	between	2021	and	2027.	The	Global	Gateway	is	the	EUs	contribution	to	the	G7s	Global	Partnership	for	Infrastructure	and	Investment.	facebook.com/EuropeanExternalActionService	@eu_eeas	Partnerships	and	development	cooperation	lie	at	the	heart	of	the	EUs	foreign	policy.	The	EU	and	its	Member	States	are	the	worlds
largest	provider	of	development	aid.	Development	assistance	is	one	of	the	pillars	of	the	EUs	action	around	the	world,	alongside	foreign,	security	and	trade	policies.	The	EU	promotes	poverty	eradication,	human	development,	sustainable	growth	and	good	governance.	It	does	this	by	creating	partnerships	to	address	global	challenges	such	as	climate	change,	natural	resources	depletion	and	irregular	migration.	The	EU	upholds	effective	multilateralism	and	works	with	all	stakeholders,	since	current	challenges	call	for	more
multilateral	governance	and	rules-based	international	cooperation.	What	the	EU	does	The	EU	sees	international	partnerships	as	an	investment	in	a	viable,	sustainable	and	shared	future.	The	EU	is	a	leading	advocate	of	the	UNs	2030	agenda	for	sustainable	development	and	the	Paris	Agreement	on	climate	change.	The	European	consensus	on	development	sets	out	how	the	EU	focuses	on	people,	the	planet,	prosperity,	peace	and	partnership	in	working	towards	the	sustainable	development	goals.	The	EU	structures	its	external
action	around:	The	AfricaEU	partnership	remains	a	key	priority	for	the	EU.	In	2020,	the	EU	responded	quickly	to	the	COVID-19	crisis.	The	Team	Europe	approach,	which	combines	resources,	expertise	and	tools	from	the	EU,	its	Member	States	and	financial	institutions,	has	helped	the	EUs	partners	mitigate	the	impact	of	the	pandemic.	The	EU	is	also	leading	the	charge	to	make	safe	and	effective	vaccines	accessible	to	all.	The	Team	Europe	approach	is	now	being	applied	in	the	EUs	budget	for	external	action:	the	Neighbourhood,
Development	and	International	Cooperation	Instrument	Global	Europe.	The	EU	dedicates	around	10%	of	its	budget	to	external	action.	The	EUs	delegations	work	hand	in	hand	with	governments,	international	organisations,	EU	Member	States	and	the	private	sector	to	increase	the	impact	of	Europes	support.	Collectively,	the	EU	and	its	Member	States	provided	66.8	billion	of	aid	in	2020.	The	values	of	respect	for	human	rights,	democracy	and	the	rule	of	law	guide	the	EUs	action	around	the	world.	The	EU	Action	Plan	on	Human
Rights	and	Democracy	focuses	on	protecting	and	empowering	individuals,	building	resilient,	inclusive	and	democratic	societies	and	promoting	human	rights	worldwide.	Thanks	to	the	Gender	Action	Plan,	gender	equality	and	womens	empowerment	are	at	the	forefront	of	the	EUs	work.	EUPartnerships/	@EU_Partnerships	@eu_partnerships/	The	EU	encourages	stable	democracies	and	economies	in	neighbouring	countries	by	building	tailor-made	partnerships	based	on	shared	interests	and	cooperation	at	bilateral	or	regional	level.
What	the	EU	does	European	Neighbourhood	policy	governs	the	EUs	relations	with	16	of	its	closest	neighbours.	To	the	south:	Algeria,	Egypt,	Israel,	Jordan,	Lebanon,	Libya,	Morocco,	Palestine*,	Syria	and	Tunisia.	To	the	east:	Armenia,	Azerbaijan,	Belarus,	Georgia,	Moldova	and	Ukraine.	This	cooperation	aims	mainly	to:	stabilise	neighbouring	countries	by	addressing	economic	development,	employment	and	opportunities	for	young	people,	transport	and	energy	connectivity,	security	and	migration;	promote	the	values	of	good
governance,	democracy,	the	rule	of	law	and	human	rights;	facilitate	cooperation	at	regional	level,	for	example	through	the	Eastern	Partnership	and	the	Union	for	the	Mediterranean.	In	addition,	in	the	Southern	Neighbourhood	the	EU	works	alongside	its	partners	to	resolve	crises	such	as	in	Syria	or	Libya,	and	to	regulate	migration	flows.	EU	Enlargement	policy	covers	Albania,	Bosnia	and	Herzegovina,	Kosovo**,	Montenegro,	North	Macedonia,	Serbia	and	Trkiye.	The	prospect	of	EU	membership	is	a	powerful	stimulus	for
democratic	and	economic	reforms	in	European	countries	that	want	to	join	the	EU.	It	helps	to	foster	reconciliation	and	stability.	A	European	country	can	only	become	an	EU	Member	State	if	it	meets	democratic	standards	(including	the	rule	of	law,	human	rights	and	respect	for	and	protection	of	minorities),	has	a	functioning	market	economy	and	the	capacity	to	cope	with	competition	and	market	forces	in	the	EU,	and	can	take	on	the	responsibilities	of	EU	membership.	Trkiye	is	the	EUs	partner	in	many	essential	areas,	however,	in
recent	years	it	has	been	moving	further	away	from	the	EUs	core	values	and	principles.	Therefore,	Trkiyes	accession	negotiations	are	effectively	frozen.	The	EU	has	a	strategic	interest	in	a	stable	and	secure	environment	in	the	eastern	Mediterranean	and	in	the	development	of	a	cooperative	and	mutually	beneficial	relationship	with	Trkiye.	In	2020,	the	EU	provided	aid	worth	7.47	billion	to	neighbourhood	and	enlargement	regions	to	help	mitigate	the	impact	of	the	COVID-19	pandemic.	The	EU	has	provided	emergency	response,
supported	research,	health	and	water	systems	and	addressed	the	economic	and	social	consequences	of	the	pandemic.	This	designation	shall	not	be	construed	as	recognition	of	a	State	of	Palestine	and	is	without	prejudice	to	the	individual	positions	of	the	Member	States	on	this	issue.	This	designation	is	without	prejudice	to	positions	on	status,	and	is	in	line	with	UNSCR	1244/1999	and	the	ICJ	Opinion	on	the	Kosovo	declaration	of	independence.	Find	out	more:	EUnear	@eu_near	@EUnear	The	EU	champions	free	trade.	35	million	EU
jobs	are,	directly	or	indirectly,	supported	by	trade	with	countries	outside	the	EU.	The	EU	fights	for	open,	rules-based	markets,	a	level	playing	field	and	the	highest	international	standards	across	the	world.	The	EU	is	the	worlds	largest	trading	power	and	one	of	the	most	open	economies.	A	third	of	the	EUs	gross	domestic	product	depends	on	trade.	85%	of	future	global	growth	is	forecast	to	come	from	outside	Europe.	The	EU	negotiates	and	agrees	international	trade	agreements	on	behalf	of	its	Member	States.	What	the	EU	does
The	EUs	trade	policy	covers	trade	in	goods	and	services,	but	also	in	matters	such	as	the	commercial	aspects	of	intellectual	property	and	foreign	direct	investment.	In	February	2021,	the	Commission	presented	a	new	EU	trade	strategy,	which	sets	out	three	main	objectives:	supporting	the	recovery	and	transformation	of	the	EU	economy	in	a	way	that	supports	our	green	and	digital	ambitions;	shaping	global	rules	to	ensure	that	they	are	fair	and	sustainable;	increasing	the	EUs	ability	to	pursue	its	interests	and	enforce	its	rights.	At
the	heart	of	the	strategy	is	a	commitment	to	reforming	the	World	Trade	Organization	so	that	it	is	better	able	to	respond	to	the	challenges	of	modern	trade.	Trade	policy	can	play	an	important	role	in	combating	climate	change	and	environmental	degradation.	Therefore	the	EU	will	improve	the	implementation	and	enforcement	of	sustainable	development	chapters	in	its	trade	agreements.	Specifically,	the	EU	will	propose	to	make	respect	for	the	Paris	Agreement	on	climate	change	an	essential	element	in	future	trade	and	investment
agreements.	The	EU	stands	for	open	and	fair	trade	and	fights	against	protectionism.	It	strikes	a	balance	between	being	open	and	ensuring	that	people	and	companies	are	defended	against	unfair	trade	practices.	With	the	newly	appointed	Chief	Trade	Enforcement	Officer,	the	EU	is	putting	a	specific	focus	on	maximising	the	benefits	of	trade	agreements	for	companies,	in	particular	small	and	medium-sized	enterprises	and	farmers,	and	on	ensuring	that	its	trade	partners	honour	their	commitments,	including	on	sustainable
development.	The	EU	has	46	trade	agreements	in	force	with	78	partners	around	the	world.	In	2020,	the	EU	reached	a	new	agreement	on	trade	with	Mexico,	and	its	trade	deal	with	Vietnam	entered	into	force.	In	its	first	year,	the	agreement	with	Japan	had	already	boosted	EU	exports,	with	almost	7%	growth	in	the	first	10	months	of	the	agreement.	Following	the	United	Kingdoms	departure	from	the	EU	on	31	January	2020,	the	EU	and	the	United	Kingdom	signed	the	EUUK	Trade	and	Cooperation	Agreement	on	30	December	2020.
Find	out	more:	@Trade_EU	The	EU,	together	with	its	Member	States,	is	among	the	worlds	leading	donors	of	humanitarian	aid.	It	provides	critical	relief	to	millions	across	the	globe,	and	coordinates	emergency	assistance	in	Europe	and	worldwide.	The	EU	responds	to	crisis	situations	and	ensures	rapid	and	effective	delivery	of	relief	assistance	through	two	main	channels:	humanitarian	aid	and	civil	protection.	The	EU	aims	to:	save	and	preserve	life,	prevent	and	alleviate	suffering	and	safeguard	the	integrity	and	dignity	of
populations	affected	by	natural	disasters	and	human-made	crises;	provide	rapid	response	to	emergencies	both	inside	and	outside	the	EU;	reduce	disaster	risks,	for	example,	through	action	to	mitigate	the	consequences	of	climate	change;	improve	disaster	preparedness,	for	instance,	with	early	warning	systems;	ensure	a	smooth	transition	when	an	emergency	operation	comes	to	an	end,	by	linking	up	with	development	aid	strategies;	strengthen	the	overall	resilience	of	populations,	for	example,	by	investing	in	measures	to	help	them
prepare	for	future	disasters;	and	protect	and	ensure	the	future	of	children	caught	up	in	disasters.	What	the	EU	does	Working	with	a	diverse	range	of	partners,	the	EU	has	been	supporting	humanitarian	operations	in	110	countries	for	over	30years.	The	EU	provided	more	than	2.4billion	in	humanitarian	aid	in	2021.	It	is	a	leading	humanitarian	donor	in	many	crises,	for	example,	by	providing:	The	EU	also	sends	emergency	response	teams	and	channels	aid	to	affected	regions	within	the	EU	and	across	the	globe	through	its	Civil
Protection	Mechanism,	for	example,	by:	responding	to	the	COVID-19	pandemic	in	Europe	and	worldwide,	including	delivering	COVID-19-related	supplies	via	rescEU	and	repatriating	EU	citizens	stranded	abroad;	sending	experts	and	equipment	to	countries	affected	by	earthquakes	(Haiti),	volcanic	eruptions	(Tonga),	forest	fires	(the	western	Balkans	and	the	Mediterranean)	and	to	contain	the	outbreak	of	Ebola	in	Guinea	in	2021;	channelling	millions	of	emergency	items	(such	as	first	aid	kits,	tents	and	beds)	to	Ukraine	and
neighbouring	countries	in	the	largest	operation	since	the	mechanism	was	created.	Find	out	more:	facebook.com/ec.humanitarian.aid	@eu_echo	The	EU	guarantees	a	range	of	fundamental	rights.	Respect	for	fundamental	rights	is	a	common	value	for	the	EU	and	its	Member	States,	and	guides	the	EUs	action	both	inside	and	outside	its	borders.	The	EU	is	not	simply	a	single	market	for	goods	and	services.	Europeans	share	values	and	rights	set	down	in	the	EU	treaties	and	in	the	EU	Charter	of	Fundamental	Rights.	What	the	EU	does
The	EU	Charter	of	Fundamental	Rights	brings	together	all	the	personal,	civil,	political,	economic	and	social	rights	enjoyed	by	people	in	the	EU.	These	rights	are	guaranteed	in	EU	countries	and	wherever	EU	law	is	applied	and	include	human	dignity,	freedom	of	expression	and	association,	right	to	non-discrimination,	right	to	asylum	and	the	right	to	a	fair	trial.	In	addition,	the	charter	enshrines	specific	rights	linked	to	EU	citizenship	under	the	EU	treaties,	by	granting	EU	citizens:	The	protection	of	fundamental	rights	is	also	ensured
through	specific	EU	laws	such	as	the	General	Data	Protection	Regulation,	legislation	that	aims	to	prevent	discrimination	on	the	grounds	of	sex,	race,	ethnicity,	religion,	disability,	age	or	sexual	orientation,	and	laws	protecting	whistle-blowers	and	victims	of	crime.	The	EU	also	ensures	the	protection	of	fundamental	rights	through	dedicated	policy	measures	and	close	cooperation	with	EU	countries	and	civil	society,	for	instance,	on	hate	crime	and	hate	speech,	gender	equality	and	non-discrimination,	civil	and	criminal	justice,	the
digitalisation	of	justice,	data	protection,	upholding	the	rule	of	law,	rights	of	the	child	and	consumer	rights.	The	EUs	legislative	and	policy	work	in	the	area	of	fundamental	rights	is	supported	by	the	Citizens	Equality	Rights	and	Values	programme.	The	EU	is	working	to	achieve	a	Union	of	equality	through	a	set	of	strategies,	which	aim	to	challenge	stereotypes	and	create	conditions	that	ensure	that	everyone	can	participate	fully	and	freely	in	European	society.	The	EU	also	promotes	and	defends	universal	values	worldwide.	In	2021,
the	EU	launched	the	Global	Human	Rights	and	Democracy	programme,	worth	1.5billion,	from	2021	to	2027.	The	EU	has	also	put	in	place	a	global	human	rights	sanctions	regime,	which	allows	it	to	better	target	those	responsible	for	serious	violations	globally.	facebook.com/EUJustice	@EU_Justice	The	EU	works	to	ensure	the	uniform	application	of	EU	law,	to	solve	cross-border	legal	problems	for	its	citizens,	and	to	promote	and	uphold	the	rule	of	law.	The	EU	strives	to	create	an	area	of	justice	where	citizens	and	businesses	can
resolve	legal	issues	in	other	EU	Member	States	in	the	same	way	as	they	can	at	home.	A	borderless	and	seamless	common	justice	area	will	ensure	that	citizens	can	rely	on	a	set	of	rights	and	can	access	justice	throughout	the	EU.	What	the	EU	does	EU	citizens	can	live,	study,	work	and	do	business	anywhere	in	the	EU.	This	could	mean	having	to	deal	with	the	judicial	authorities	of	another	Member	State.	The	EU	seeks	to	strengthen	mutual	trust	between	the	courts	and	administrations	of	the	Member	States	so	they	recognise	each
others	judicial	decisions.	This	is	especially	important	in	civil	cases	such	as	divorce,	child	custody	or	maintenance	claims.	The	European	Union	Agency	for	Criminal	Justice	Cooperation	(Eurojust)	facilitates	cooperation	between	national	justice	authorities	to	help	fight	serious	crimes	such	as	corruption,	terrorism,	and	drug	trafficking	and	distribution.	The	European	Arrest	Warrant,	for	example,	has	replaced	lengthy	extradition	procedures	to	return	suspected	or	convicted	criminals	back	to	the	country	where	they	will	be	or	have	been
tried.	Meanwhile,	the	EU	strategy	on	victims	rights	aims	to	ensure	that	all	victims	of	crime	in	the	EU	have	the	support	and	protection	they	need.	The	Court	of	Justice	of	the	European	Union	ensures	that	EU	law	is	applied	in	the	same	way	in	all	Member	States.	The	EU	is	working	towards	the	modernisation	of	EU	justice	systems	to	keep	pace	with	the	digital	transformation	and	ensure	easier	and	faster	access	to	justice.	Progress	can	be	tracked	through	the	EU	justice	scoreboard,	which	provides	data	on	the	efficiency,	quality	and
independence	of	the	justice	systems	in	all	Member	States,	while	the	e-Justice	portal	offers	a	one-stop	shop	for	all	justice	matters.	The	rule	of	law	one	of	the	fundamental	values	of	the	EU	means	independent	and	efficient	justice	systems	must	offer	adequate	judicial	protection	to	everyone	in	the	EU.	It	is	necessary	to	protect	all	other	values	and	is	essential	to	the	functioning	of	the	EU.	It	guarantees	the	application	of	EU	law,	the	efficiency	of	the	internal	market	and	fosters	mutual	trust,	enabling	a	business-friendly	environment.	The
EU	works	with	Member	States	to	uphold	and	strengthen	the	rule	of	law	through	the	Rule	of	Law	Mechanism	and	by	providing	technical	support	and	funding	for	justice	reforms.	EUJustice	@EU_Justice	Equality	between	women	and	men	is	a	fundamental	value	of	the	EU,	dating	back	to	the	1957	Treaty	of	Rome.	The	EU	continues	to	work	to	tackle	gender-based	discrimination	and	to	make	gender	equality	a	reality.	Although	women	in	Europe	should	enjoy	equality,	empowerment	and	safety,	they	are	still	over-represented	in	the
lower-paid	sectors,	under-represented	in	decision-making	positions	in	politics	and	business	and	earn	on	average	13%	less	than	men	across	the	EU.	Gender-based	violence	and	harassment	also	remain	widespread.	What	the	EU	does	The	EUs	work	on	gender	equality	is	driven	by	the	20202025	gender	equality	strategy.	Its	goal	is	to	end	gender-based	violence,	challenge	gender	stereotypes,	close	gender	gaps	in	the	labour	market	and	promote	gender	balance	in	decision-making	and	in	politics.	The	strategy	builds	on	decades	of	EU
initiatives	on	gender	equality.	To	enforce	the	principle	of	equal	pay	for	equal	work	enshrined	in	the	Treaty	of	Rome,	the	Commission	has	proposed	pay	transparency	measures,	including	gender	pay	gap	reporting	obligations	for	big	companies.	Employees	will	also	have	the	right	to	compensation	for	discrimination	in	pay.	Violence	against	women	is	one	of	the	most	persistent	forms	of	gender-based	discrimination	in	Europe.	The	Commission	has	proposed	new	EU-wide	rules	to	combat	violence	against	women	and	domestic	violence,
which	aim	at	punishing	offenders	and	ensuring	better	protection	of	women,	including	online.	All	Member	States	and	the	EU	have	signed	the	Council	of	Europe	Convention	on	Preventing	and	Combating	Violence	against	Women	and	Domestic	Violence	(the	Istanbul	Convention).	The	EU	is	also	working	to	help	women	break	the	glass	ceiling	in	business	and	politics	and	to	boost	womens	participation	in	the	digital	sector.	In	particular,	the	Commission	is	seeking	to	improve	gender	balance	in	company	boards	in	the	EUs	largest	listed
companies.	But	life	is	not	just	about	work	and	money.	The	worklife	balance	directive,	which	entered	into	force	in	July	2019	and	had	to	be	transposed	by	Member	States	by	August	2022,	introduces	new	rights	to	help	balance	the	sharing	of	care	responsibilities	between	women	and	men.	This	covers	paternity,	parental	and	carers	leave,	along	with	flexible	working	arrangements	for	parents	and	carers.	The	EU	aims	to	improve	the	lives	of	girls	and	women	worldwide	through	its	Gender	Action	PlanIII.	This	promotes	gender	equality
issues	in	its	external	action,	including	in	areas	such	as	development	cooperation	and	trade	negotiations.	The	EU	also	led	the	way	in	negotiating	the	inclusion	of	gender	equality	targets	in	the	UNs	2030	Agenda	for	Sustainable	Development.	@EUJustice	@EU_Justice	The	EU	aims	to	ensure	that	everyone	can	enjoy	their	fundamental	rights,	freedoms	and	equal	participation	in	society,	irrespective	of	their	origin.	Although	discrimination	on	the	grounds	of	racial	or	ethnic	origin	is	prohibited	in	the	EU,	racism	and	racial	discrimination
persist.	The	EU	is	working	to	combat	racism	and	intolerance	on	all	fronts.	What	the	EU	does	The	EU	is	stepping	up	its	efforts	to	tackle	racism	and	discrimination	through	the	20202025	EU	anti-racism	action	plan,	and	the	appointment	of	the	first	ever	coordinator	for	anti-racism.	The	EU	rejects	and	condemns	all	forms	of	racism	and	intolerance.	The	anti-racism	action	plan	sets	out	a	series	of	measures	to:	tackle	racism	and	racial	discrimination	through	and	beyond	legislation	and	ensure	that	EU	legislation	prohibiting	hate	speech
and	hate	crime,	including	online,	is	applied	on	the	ground;	step	up	action	against	structural	racism;	help	amplify	the	voices	of	people	with	a	minority	racial	or	ethnic	background	and	bring	together	actors	at	all	levels	in	a	common	endeavour	to	build	a	life	free	from	racism	and	discrimination	for	all;	provide	funding	for	building	inclusive	societies	and	promoting	tolerance	and	pluralism;	promote	diversity	among	Commission	staff	and	ensure	a	discrimination-free	and	inclusive	workplace	for	all,	irrespective	of	peoples	racial	or	ethnic
origin	or	skin	colour.	Unequal	treatment	on	the	grounds	of	racial	or	ethnic	origin,	including	relating	to	employment,	is	prohibited	under	the	Racial	Equality	Directive,	the	Employment	Equality	Directive	and	the	EU	Charter	of	Fundamental	Rights.	Policies	are	in	place	to	combat	specific	forms	of	racism.	For	example,	the	EU	strategy	on	combating	antisemitism	aims	to	prevent	all	forms	of	antisemitism,	foster	Jewish	life	and	promote	remembrance	and	education	about	the	Holocaust.	Another	strategic	framework	is	in	place	to
advance	Roma	equality.	The	Victims'	Rights	Directive	protects	victims	of	hate	crime.	The	EU	strategy	on	victims	rights	(20202025)	aims	to	ensure	that	all	victims	of	crime	receive	support	and	protection	no	matter	where	in	the	EU	the	crime	takes	place.	The	EU	is	also	devoted	to	preventing	and	countering	the	spread	of	online	hatred	while	always	protecting	freedom	of	expression.	The	2016	code	of	conduct	on	countering	illegal	hate	speech	online	has	enabled	users	to	flag	online	hate	speech	and	allows	platforms	to	swiftly	review
and	remove	illegal	or	harmful	content.	facebook.com/EUJustice	@EU_Justice	The	EU	guarantees	a	range	of	fundamental	rights	for	its	citizens	and	protects	them	from	discrimination.	This	includes	members	of	the	LGBTIQ	community.	Around	76%	of	Europeans	polled	in	2019	agreed	that	gay,	lesbian	or	bisexual	people	should	have	the	same	rights	as	heterosexual	people.	However,	lesbian,	gay,	bisexual,	trans,	non-binary,	intersex	and	queer	people	(LGBTIQ)	can	face	discrimination	in	many	areas	of	life,	along	with	hate	speech	and
violence.	What	the	EU	does	In	2020,	the	Commission	adopted	its	first	LGBTIQ	equality	strategy,	addressing	discrimination,	safety,	inclusivity	and	equality.	The	strategy	builds	on	over	20	years	of	action	at	the	EU	level.	Since	1999,	the	EU	has	had	the	power	to	act	in	cases	of	discrimination	based	on	sexual	orientation.	EU	actions	include	the	following.	The	Employment	Equality	Framework	Directive,	which	obliges	all	EU	countries	to	provide	legal	protection	against	discrimination	and	harassment	on	the	basis	of	sexual	orientation	in
respect	of	job	applications,	promotion,	training,	working	conditions	and	pay	and	dismissal.	The	Gender	Recast	Directive	that	protects	trans	people	against	discrimination	in	their	professional	life	arising	from	gender	reassignment	and	the	Directive	on	Sex	Equality	in	Social	Security	to	protect	people	against	discrimination	in	social	security.	The	Victims	Rights	Directive,	which	created	a	set	of	binding	rights	for	victims	of	hate	speech	or	violence	and	obliges	EU	countries	to	ensure	they	are	put	into	practice.	Across	the	world,	same-
gender	relationships	are	still	criminalised	in	several	countries,	with	little	protection	for	LGBTIQ	people.	The	EU	encourages	other	countries	to	ensure	that	sexual	orientation,	gender	identity	or	sexual	characteristics	cannot	be	grounds	for	violence	or	criminal	penalties.	The	EU	is	also	a	major	donor	worldwide	to	projects	aimed	at	combating	discrimination,	mainly	through	the	European	Instrument	for	Democracy	and	Human	Rights.	Since	2016,	the	EU	has	supported	projects	in	Asia,	Africa,	Latin	America	and	eastern	Europe.	In
2018,	the	EU	launched	a	fund	to	support	activists	and	organisations	in	areas	where	LGBTIQ	people	are	at	greater	risk	of	discrimination.	The	EU	promotes	the	active	inclusion	and	full	participation	in	society	and	the	economy	of	people	with	disabilities	on	an	equal	basis	with	others,	and	protects	them	from	discrimination	and	violence.	Around	87million	people	in	the	EU	have	some	form	of	disability.	They	have	the	same	rights	and	fundamental	freedoms	as	everyone	else,	including	the	right	to	equality	and	non-discrimination	and	to	be
free	from	exploitation,	violence	and	abuse.	The	EU	is	working	to	create	a	barrier-free	Europe	that	empowers	and	enables	people	with	disabilities	to	fully	enjoy	their	rights.	What	the	EU	does	The	EU	and	its	Member	States	are	parties	to	the	United	Nations	Convention	on	the	Rights	of	Persons	with	Disabilities.	Moreover,	the	EU	Charter	of	Fundamental	Rights	and	the	EU	treaties	further	commit	the	EU	to	promote	policies	that	address	the	rights	and	needs	of	people	with	disabilities.	The	20212030	strategy	for	the	rights	of	persons
with	disabilities,	anchored	in	the	UN	convention	and	building	on	its	predecessor	and	the	European	Pillar	of	Social	Rights,	sets	out	concrete	initiatives	to	ensure	that	people	with	disabilities	can:	enjoy	the	same	right	to	free	movement	as	everyone	else	the	EU	parking	card	and	the	EU	disability	card,	already	piloted	in	eight	Member	States,	facilitate	the	mutual	recognition	of	disability	status	and	entitlements	between	EU	countries;	better	participate	in	the	labour	market	through	specific	measures	to	improve	their	employment
opportunities;	live	independently,	wherever	and	with	whomever	they	choose	the	AccessibleEU	resource	centre	will	contribute	to	improving	access	to	transport,	buildings,	information,	audiovisual	media,	communications	and	technologies;	participate	in	society	and	the	economy	and	be	protected	from	discrimination	and	violence	the	strategy	also	aims	to	ensure	equal	opportunities	in	and	access	to	justice,	education,	culture,	sport	and	tourism.	In	recent	years,	a	number	of	EU	initiatives	and	legislation	have	contributed	to	improving
the	lives	of	people	with	disabilities	in	Europe.	The	European	Accessibility	Act	sets	out	binding	requirements	for	the	accessibility	of	certain	key	products	and	services.	Specific	rules	are	also	in	place	to	ensure	protection	against	discrimination	and	equal	treatment	in	employment	and	occupation.	The	EU	is	also	committed	to	raising	awareness	of	the	challenges	people	with	disabilities	encounter	every	day	and	the	tools	they	need	to	improve	their	lives.	The	European	Day	of	Persons	with	Disabilities,	celebrated	at	the	beginning	of
December	each	year,	helps	bring	disability	issues	to	the	attention	of	the	broader	public.	Each	year,	the	Access	City	Award	rewards	a	city	that	has	made	outstanding	efforts	to	become	more	accessible.	Find	out	more:	facebook.com/socialeurope	@EU_Social	The	EU	is	working	to	help	people	live	healthy,	active	and	independent	lives	for	as	long	as	possible.	It	complements	Member	States	actions	in	areas	such	as	employment,	health	and	education,	and	coordinates	joint	action	on	epidemics.	Demographic	trends	show	that	in	the
coming	decades,	the	share	of	older	people	in	the	EU	will	increase	significantly.	The	Commissions	green	paper	on	ageing	has	launched	a	debate	on	the	challenges	and	opportunities	of	Europes	ageing	society.	EU	countries	are	addressing	the	impacts	of	ageing	by	improving	education	and	skills	systems,	encouraging	longer	and	fuller	working	lives	and	advancing	reforms	of	social	protection,	including	pensions	and	long-term	care.	What	the	EU	does	The	EU	has	made	it	illegal	for	employers	to	discriminate	on	the	grounds	of	age.	The
European	Network	of	Equality	Bodies	helps	ensure	that	EU	rules	on	equality	and	non-discrimination	are	applied	in	a	uniform	way	across	the	EU.	EU	initiatives	such	as	the	European	Skills	Agenda,	the	Pact	for	Skills	and	the	Digital	Education	Action	Plan	help	prepare	people	for	the	changing	world	of	work.	Projects	funded	by	the	European	Social	Fund	Plus	help	millions	of	Europeans	learn	new	skills	and	find	better	jobs	each	year.	Whether	its	for	career	advancement	or	for	personal	development,	its	never	too	late	to	learn.	A	wide
range	of	opportunities	for	the	over	50s	from	work-based	learning	courses	and	training	to	EU-funded	projects	are	available	through	Erasmus+.	EURES,	the	European	job	mobility	network,	helps	those	looking	for	a	job	in	another	Member	State,	while	EU	rules	facilitate	the	coordination	of	national	social	security	systems,	protecting	the	rights	of	people	moving	or	retiring	within	Europe.	A	new	voluntary	pension	scheme,	the	pan-European	personal	pension	product	(PEPP),	now	offers	people	more	choice	and	enables	them	to	keep
saving	in	the	same	product,	even	if	they	move	to	another	EU	country.	Every	3	years,	the	Commission	publishes	a	report	on	the	current	and	future	adequacy	of	old-age	incomes	in	Member	States.	Through	the	20212030	strategy	for	the	rights	of	persons	with	disabilities,	the	EU	will	contribute	to	tackling	gaps	in	social	protection,	including	pension	schemes,	for	people	with	disabilities.	The	EU	is	active	in	many	different	areas,	such	as	promoting	healthy	lifestyles,	supporting	more	effective	and	sustainable	healthcare	services,	disease
prevention	and	stepping	up	the	fight	against	cancer.	The	EU	financially	supports	non-governmental	organisations	promoting	the	right	to	fair	treatment	and	working	to	address	age	discrimination,	such	as	AGE	Platform	Europe.	Find	out	more:	/social/home.jsp	facebook.com/socialeurope	@EU_Social	The	EU	is	determined	to	make	the	2020s	Europes	digital	decade.	It	is	working	to	ensure	that	digital	technologies	work	for	everyone,	while	helping	to	achieve	climate	neutrality	by	2050,	and	securing	Europes	place	as	a	leader	in	the
digital	economy.	Digital	technologies	have	never	been	more	important	in	our	lives.	During	the	COVID-19	crisis,	they	have	kept	people	connected	and	businesses	working,	and	have	proved	essential	for	education	and	training.	They	are	also	crucial	in	fighting	climate	change,	including	through	smart	energy	and	transport	systems.	What	the	EU	does	The	groundwork	for	the	digital	transformation	has	already	been	laid.	EU	action	has	brought	benefits	such	as:	The	EUs	proposed	digital	strategy	will	continue	to	work	on	digital	solutions
that	benefit	people,	businesses	and	the	planet.	It	focuses	on	three	main	objectives:	technology	that	works	for	people,	a	fair	and	competitive	economy	and	an	open,	democratic	and	sustainable	society.	The	Commission	has	proposed	a	comprehensive	set	of	rules	for	online	platforms	operating	in	the	EU	to	protect	the	fundamental	rights	of	citizens	online,	to	address	online	harm	and	to	foster	innovation.	Beyond	that,	the	strategy	also	covers	everything	from	cybersecurity	and	data	to	digital	education	and	democracy.	The	proposed
Digital	Compass	translates	the	EUs	goals	for	2030	into	concrete	targets.	Safeguarding	EU	values	and	peoples	fundamental	rights	and	security	is	a	key	element.	The	Digital	Europe	programme,	with	over	7.5	billion	in	funding	between	2021	and	2027,	will	boost	investments	in	areas	such	as	supercomputing,	artificial	intelligence	and	digital	skills.	It	will	also	ensure	wide	use	of	digital	technologies	across	the	economy	and	society,	including	through	digital	innovation	hubs.	Other	programmes	will	also	support	the	digital	transition,
including	Horizon	Europe,	which	focuses	on	research	and	technological	development,	and	the	digital	aspects	of	the	Connecting	Europe	Facility.	In	addition,	under	the	NextGenerationEU	recovery	fund,	Member	States	should	allocate	20%	of	their	financial	support	from	the	Recovery	and	Resilience	Facility	to	the	digital	transformation.	Find	out	more:	Digital	EU	@DigitalEU	The	EU	has	the	strictest	data	protection	and	privacy	rules	in	the	world.	These	help	ensure	that	the	online	environment	is	safe	and	fair	for	citizens	and
businesses	alike	and	protect	people,	in	particular	children,	from	illegal	and	harmful	content.	The	rapid	growth	of	online	services	in	recent	years	has	brought	many	benefits	for	Europeans,	but	also	potential	new	risks.	This	is	why	the	EU	is	continually	working	to	ensure	that	its	legislation	keeps	pace	with	the	digital	transformation	and	that	what	is	illegal	offline	is	also	illegal	online.	What	the	EU	does	The	protection	of	personal	data	and	privacy	are	fundamental	rights	in	the	EU.	The	EU	has	been	applying	high	standards	for	data
protection	and	privacy	for	decades.	The	law	gives	people	rights	as	regards	data	protection	and	confidentiality	of	communications,	which	must	be	respected	by	organisations	that	process	their	data.	In	response	to	the	realities	of	the	internet	age,	the	General	Data	Protection	Regulation	(GDPR)	gives	individuals	enforceable	rights,	including	the	right	to	be	forgotten.	In	parallel,	the	EU	is	leading	efforts	to	make	the	digital	world	a	secure	place.	The	cybersecurity	strategy	aims	to	strengthen	the	EUs	collective	resilience	against	cyber
threats	and	help	ensure	that	all	citizens	and	businesses	can	benefit	from	trustworthy	and	reliable	services	and	digital	tools.	The	Commission	is	tackling	the	spread	of	online	disinformation	and	misinformation	to	ensure	the	protection	of	European	values	and	democratic	systems.	Initiatives	include	the	Action	Plan	and	Code	of	Practice	on	Disinformation	to	fight	fake	news	and	disinformation;	the	European	Democracy	Action	Plan	and	the	European	Digital	Media	Observatory.	The	EUs	Code	of	Conduct	on	countering	illegal	hate	speech
online	aims	to	ensure	that	requests	to	remove	racist	and	xenophobic	content	are	dealt	with	speedily.	Companies,	including	Facebook,	Twitter,	Instagram	and	Snapchat,	have	committed	to	reviewing	the	majority	of	these	requests	in	less	than	24	hours	and	to	removing	the	content	if	necessary.	The	safety	of	children	online	is	paramount.	The	European	strategy	for	a	better	internet	for	children	has	influenced	national	policies	in	most	Member	States	and	set	a	global	benchmark	for	the	protection	and	empowerment	of	children	online.
The	EU-funded	network	of	Safer	Internet	Centres	helps	raise	awareness	of	online	safety	and	foster	child	participation.	New	rules	on	audiovisual	media	services	require	online	video-sharing	platforms	to	take	steps	to	restrict	childrens	access	to	harmful	content,	while	the	proposed	Digital	Services	Act	anticipates	specific	obligations	to	address	significant	risks	to	the	well-being	of	children.	The	Commission	has	also	presented	an	EU	strategy	for	a	more	effective	fight	against	child	sexual	abuse.	@BetterNet4EU	@safeinternetday	The
EU	encourages	transparency	and	democratic	participation	in	a	just	and	fair	European	political	system,	and	actively	promotes	citizen	engagement	in	the	EU	decision-making	process.	The	EU	is	governed	by	the	principle	of	representative	democracy,	with	citizens	directly	represented	at	the	EU	level	in	the	European	Parliament	and	Member	States	represented	in	the	European	Council	and	the	Council	of	the	European	Union.	The	EU	works	to	safeguard	European	democracy,	promote	free	and	fair	elections	and	uphold	the	electoral
rights	of	EU	citizens.	What	the	EU	does	The	2019	European	parliamentary	elections	saw	the	highest	voter	turnout	in	20years	(over	50%),	indicating	a	healthy	level	of	democratic	participation	of	EU	citizens	and	a	desire	to	be	heard.	The	Conference	on	the	Future	of	Europe	was	launched	as	part	of	the	EUs	commitment	to	listen	to	citizens	and	to	give	them	a	greater	say	on	what	the	EU	does	and	how	it	works	for	them.	The	year-long	initiative	provided	a	unique	opportunity	for	Europeans	to	share	their	ideas	and	expectations	through
a	series	of	citizen-led	debates	and	discussions.	EU	citizens	can	contribute	to	the	European	decision-making	process	in	a	number	of	ways.	The	Have	your	say	website	gives	citizens	and	businesses	the	chance	to	share	their	views	on	new	EU	policies	and	existing	laws.	Meanwhile,	the	European	Citizens	Initiative	allows	citizens	to	call	on	the	Commission	to	propose	legislation	on	areas	under	EU	responsibility,	once	an	initiative	has	gathered	1million	signatures	across	at	least	seven	Member	States.	Citizens	dialogues	give	people	the
chance	to	ask	EU	politicians	questions,	make	comments	and	say	how	EU	policies	affect	them.	The	European	Democracy	Action	Plan	aims	to	empower	citizens	and	strengthen	democracy	in	the	EU,	with	measures	to	promote	free	and	fair	elections,	fight	disinformation,	and	strengthen	media	freedom.	As	part	of	its	work	in	this	area,	the	Commission	has	set	out	concrete	action	to	improve	the	safety	of	journalists	and	media	professionals	and	to	protect	them	from	abusive	lawsuits.	The	Commission	has	proposed	new	rules	to	ensure
greater	transparency	on	paid	political	advertising,	which	has	grown	in	importance	in	campaigning	in	the	EU	in	recent	years.	It	has	also	proposed	to	update	the	current	EU	rules	concerning	the	funding	of	EU	political	parties	and	the	electoral	rights	of	mobile	citizens.	The	Commission	reports	every	3years	on	progress	towards	effective	EU	citizenship	and	new	priorities	for	the	years	ahead	in	the	area	of	EU	citizenship	rights.	@EUHaveYourSay	The	EU	budget	provides	the	resources	that	the	EU	needs	to	deliver	on	its	policy	agenda.
By	pooling	resources	at	the	EU	level,	Member	States	achieve	more	than	by	acting	alone	and	can	successfully	address	challenges	that	know	no	borders,	like	climate	change	or	the	COVID-19	pandemic.	The	EU	budget	consists	of	long-term	plans	that	cover	7	years.	The	European	Parliament	and	EU	countries	in	the	Council	decide	on	the	budget	for	each	year	on	the	basis	of	a	proposal	from	the	Commission.	In	2022,	the	annual	budget	was	about	170billion,	a	large	sum	in	absolute	terms	but	only	about	1%	of	the	wealth	generated	by
EU	economies	every	year.	Less	than	7%	is	spent	on	EU	administration.	The	EU	budget	is	financed	mainly	through	revenue	from	customs	duties,	contributions	based	on	value	added	tax	(VAT),	contributions	based	on	non-recycled	plastic	packaging	waste	and	a	direct	contribution	by	EU	countries,	known	as	the	gross	national	income-based	contribution.	To	fight	any	misuse	of	EU	money,	the	European	Anti-Fraud	Office	independently	investigates	corruption,	fraud	and	other	illegal	activities	involving	EU	funds	and	develops	anti-fraud
policy	for	the	Commission.	What	the	EU	does	The	EU	budget	has	been	at	the	heart	of	Europes	response	to	the	COVID-19	crisis,	through	a	2trillion	investment	package.	It	consists	of	the	EUs	long-term	budget	for	2021	to	2027	of	1211billion,	topped	up	by	807billion	through	NextGenerationEU,	a	temporary	instrument	to	power	the	recovery.	Funds	from	this	package	are	being	used	to	support	Europes	economic	recovery	and	steer	the	transition	towards	a	modern,	sustainable	and	resilient	EU.	To	finance	NextGenerationEU,	the	EU
is	borrowing	on	the	capital	markets.	The	borrowed	amounts	will	be	repaid	over	a	long-term	period,	until	2058.	To	help	with	the	repayments,	the	EU	is	looking	into	introducing	new	sources	of	revenue	for	the	EU	budget.	To	give	some	examples,	funds	from	the	EU	budget	enabled	the	EU	to	sign	advance	purchase	agreements	with	pharmaceutical	companies	for	COVID-19	vaccines.	On	this	basis,	the	EU	secured	up	to	4.2billion	vaccine	doses.	In	2022,	in	the	aftermath	of	Russias	invasion	of	Ukraine,	the	EU	budget	was	mobilised	to
provide	emergency	assistance,	support	at	the	border	and	in	EU	countries,	and	to	alleviate	the	humanitarian	consequences	of	the	war.	Find	out	more:	@EU_Budget	The	EUs	migration	and	asylum	policy	helps	Europe	deal	with	migration	challenges	in	an	effective	manner.	The	EU	works	to	combat	irregular	migration	and	people	smuggling,	save	lives	and	secure	the	EUs	external	borders	while	still	attracting	new	talent	and	skills.	Thanks	to	measures	taken	by	the	EU	to	control	its	external	borders	and	manage	migration,	irregular
arrivals	have	fallen	by	almost	90%	since	2015.	What	the	EU	does	Building	on	progress	made	since	2016,	the	Commissions	2020	proposal	for	a	new	pact	on	migration	and	asylum	will	put	in	place	an	effective	system	to	manage	migration	and	deal	with	irregular	arrivals,	including	in	times	of	crisis.	The	new	framework	will	ensure	the	fair	sharing	of	responsibility	and	solidarity	between	Member	States	while	providing	certainty	for	individual	applicants.	The	pact	ensures	that	those	in	genuine	need	will	have	the	right	to	stay	in	the	EU,
while	the	first	EU	strategy	on	voluntary	return	and	reintegration	aims	to	help	people	with	no	right	to	stay	in	the	EU	to	return	voluntarily	to	and	seize	opportunities	in	their	home	country.	A	new	policy	on	legal	migration	aims	to	attract	people	with	new	skills	and	talent	that	will	benefit	the	EU	economy,	strengthen	cooperation	with	non-EU	countries	and	improve	overall	migration	management	in	the	long	term.	Integration	and	inclusion	are	key	for	people	coming	to	Europe,	local	communities,	the	long-term	well-being	of	our	societies
and	the	stability	of	our	economies.	While	integration	policy	is	primarily	the	responsibility	of	Member	States,	the	EU	is	stepping	up	action	in	this	area.	The	20212027	action	plan	on	integration	and	inclusion	aims	for	inclusion	for	all	through	better	access	to	jobs,	healthcare,	housing	and	education.	Stepping	up	the	response	to	migrant	smuggling	is	a	common	challenge	for	the	EU,	its	Member	States	and	partner	countries	alike.	Since	2015,	over	650000	lives	have	been	saved	at	sea	by	EU	and	Member	State	operations.	The	renewed
EU	action	plan	against	migrant	smuggling	sets	out	measures	to	counter	and	prevent	smuggling	in	cooperation	with	partner	countries.	The	EU	is	an	area	of	protection	for	people	fleeing	persecution	or	serious	harm	in	their	country	of	origin.	Following	Russias	invasion	of	Ukraine	in	February	2022,	the	EU	acted	swiftly	to	offer	immediate	support	to	people	fleeing	the	war,	including	temporary	protection	in	the	EU.	The	temporary	protection	scheme	gives	people	rights	such	as	residence	permits,	access	to	the	labour	market	and
housing,	healthcare	and	access	to	education	for	children.	@EUHomeAffairs	The	EU	provides	a	border-free	travel	area	to	more	than	425million	people	in	26	countries,	as	well	as	to	non-EU	citizens	living	in	the	EU	or	visiting	as	tourists,	exchange	students	or	for	business	purposes.	Thanks	to	the	Schengen	Agreement,	checks	at	many	EU	internal	borders	have	been	progressively	abolished.	Today,	almost	1.7million	people	live	in	one	Schengen	country	and	work	in	another,	while	3.5million	travel	between	Schengen	countries	every
day.	The	Schengen	area	also	contributes	to	the	functioning	of	the	single	market,	enabling	goods	and	services	to	circulate	freely.	What	the	EU	does	Since	1985,	the	Schengen	area	has	grown	to	encompass	most	EU	countries	(except	Bulgaria,	Ireland,	Croatia,	Cyprus	and	Romania),	plus	four	non-EU	countries	(Iceland,	Liechtenstein,	Norway	and	Switzerland).	However,	the	abolition	of	internal	borders	cannot	come	at	the	expense	of	security.	Since	no	checks	are	carried	out	at	their	internal	borders,	Schengen	countries	have	joined
forces	to	improve	security	through	tightened	controls	at	their	external	borders	based	on	a	set	of	common	rules.	Operational	cooperation	between	Member	States	law	enforcement	authorities	is	essential	to	ensuring	security	inside	the	EU.	One	of	the	main	tools	is	the	Schengen	information	system,	used	to	exchange	data	on	wanted	and	missing	persons	and	objects	in	real	time.	In	2017,	the	EU	introduced	new	rules	to	reinforce	checks	against	relevant	databases	on	all	people	crossing	its	external	borders,	including	EU	citizens,	to
make	sure	that	they	do	not	represent	a	threat	to	internal	security	or	public	order.	By	the	end	of	2023,	a	new	system	will	be	in	place	to	pre-screen	travellers	from	outside	the	EU	who	dont	require	a	visa	to	visit	the	Schengen	area.	The	European	Travel	Information	and	Authorisation	System	(ETIAS)	will	also	apply	to	Bulgaria,	Croatia,	Cyprus	and	Romania.	It	will	help	close	existing	security	information	gaps	while	avoiding	delays	at	the	border	for	travellers.	Building	on	the	lessons	learned	from	the	COVID-19	pandemic,	proposed	new
rules	aim	to	ensure	that	controls	at	internal	borders	are	only	introduced	as	a	last	resort.	They	also	introduce	common	tools	to	manage	the	external	borders	more	efficiently	in	the	event	of	a	public	health	crisis.	The	European	Border	and	Coast	Guard	Agency	(Frontex)	plays	an	important	role	in	protecting	the	EUs	external	borders	and	managing	migration.	The	first	deployment	of	the	agencys	new	standing	corps	started	on	1January	2021.	It	will	reach	its	full	capacity	of	10000	officers	by	2027.	@EUHomeAffairs	The	European	Union
works	to	ensure	the	safety	and	security	of	everyone	in	the	EU,	in	the	physical	and	digital	world	and	across	all	parts	of	society.	Europeans	should	feel	confident	that	wherever	they	move	within	the	EU,	their	freedom	and	security	are	fully	protected.	EU	Member	States,	agencies	and	other	partners	work	together	to	ensure	citizens	safety,	tackle	threats	and	fight	crime,	while	the	EU	puts	policies	and	tools	in	place	to	facilitate	and	enhance	cooperation	between	them.	What	the	EU	does	The	new	EU	security	union	strategy	for	2020	to
2025	focuses	on	three	priority	areas:	fighting	organised	crime	and	human	trafficking;	countering	terrorism	and	radicalisation;	and	fighting	cybercrime.	Organised	crime	comes	at	a	huge	cost	for	victims	and	for	the	economy,	with	between	218billion	and	282billion	estimated	to	be	lost	every	year.	Action	to	strengthen	EU	efforts	in	this	area	include:	a	new	EU	strategy	to	tackle	organised	crime,	the	EU	drugs	strategy	for	2021	to	2025,	an	EU	action	plan	on	firearms	trafficking	and	EU	strategies	on	combating	human	trafficking	and
fighting	child	sexual	abuse.	With	its	newcounter-terrorism	agenda	the	Commission	aims	to	step	up	the	fight	against	terrorism	by	better	anticipating,	preventing,	protecting	and	responding	to	terrorist	threats.	A	package	of	legislative	proposals	aims	to	strengthen	the	EUs	anti-money	laundering	and	counter-terrorism	financing	rules.	The	EU	also	works	to	prevent	radicalisation.	From	7June	2022,	internet	companies	must	remove	terrorist	content	from	the	web	within	1hour	of	a	removal	order	from	national	authorities.	The	European
Union	Agency	for	Law	Enforcement	Cooperation	(Europol)	tackles	all	areas	of	crime	and	terrorism,	and	works	with	non-EU	partner	countries	and	international	organisations.	The	European	Union	Agency	for	Criminal	Justice	Cooperation	(Eurojust)	facilitates	cooperation	between	national	justice	authorities	to	help	fight	serious	organised	crimes,	while	the	European	Arrest	Warrant	has	replaced	lengthy	extradition	procedures	to	return	suspected	or	convicted	criminals	back	to	the	country	where	they	will	be	or	have	been	tried.	The
EU	is	fighting	all	aspects	of	cybercrime.	The	new	EU	cybersecurity	strategy	aims	to	ensure	that	all	citizens	and	businesses	can	fully	benefit	from	trustworthy	and	reliable	services	and	digital	tools,	while	the	EU	Cybersecurity	Act	strengthens	the	EUs	defences	against	large-scale,	cross-border	cybercrime.	Work	to	strengthen	the	EUs	external	borders	involves	the	engagement	of	all	relevant	parties,	including	the	reinforced	European	Border	and	Coast	Guard	Agency	(Frontex)	and	the	customs	union.	The	ability	of	EU	information
systems	to	exchange	data	and	share	information	will	help	make	checks	at	external	borders	more	efficient.	@EUHomeAffairs	The	EU	helps	improve	the	quality	of	education	by	encouraging	and	supporting	cooperation	between	Member	States	and	by	complementing	national	measures.	Erasmus+	provides	opportunities	for	people	of	all	ages	to	study,	train,	gain	work	experience	and	participate	in	exchanges.	Investing	in	education	and	training	is	the	key	to	peoples	future.	The	EU	and	its	Member	States	are	working	to	improve
education	outcomes,	reduce	the	number	of	early	leavers	from	education	and	training,	tackle	skills	gaps	and	ensure	all	Europeans	can	reap	the	benefits	of	the	green	and	digital	transitions.	What	the	EU	does	EU	countries	are	responsible	for	their	own	education	and	training	systems,	but	the	EU	helps	them	achieve	quality	education	through	the	exchange	of	good	practice,	setting	targets	and	standards,	and	providing	funding	and	expertise.	The	EU	is	working	to	create	a	European	education	area	that	will	remove	barriers	to	learning
and	improve	access	to	quality	education	for	all.	Covering	all	levels	of	education,	the	initiative	focuses	on:	improving	quality	and	equity	in	education	and	training;	supporting	teachers,	trainers	and	school	leaders;	promoting	the	development	of	digital	skills	for	all	citizens;	encouraging	green	education	initiatives;	strengthening	cooperation	with	countries	around	the	world.	Building	on	the	lessons	learned	from	the	COVID-19	pandemic,	the	Digital	Education	Action	Plan	(20212027)	aims	to	boost	digital	literacy	and	help	Member	States
work	together	to	adapt	their	education	and	training	systems	to	the	digital	age.	Meanwhile,	the	European	Skills	Agenda	aims	to	help	people	develop	the	skills	they	need	for	the	changing	world	of	work	and	sets	ambitious	objectives	for	upskilling	and	reskilling	by	2025.	Erasmus+,	the	EU	programme	for	education,	training,	youth	and	sport,	supports	mobility	and	learning	for	all.	With	a	total	budget	of	more	than	28billion,	double	the	funding	of	the	previous	programme,	Erasmus+	will	enable	over	10million	people	to	study,	train,	gain
work	experience	or	volunteer	in	another	country	between	2021	and	2027.	The	DiscoverEU	initiative,	which	is	now	part	of	the	Erasmus+	programme,	gives	18-year-olds	the	opportunity	to	explore	the	EU	with	a	free	travel	pass.	The	experience	has	already	given	over	130000	young	people	the	chance	to	learn	more	about	European	culture	and	history,	make	new	friends	and	improve	their	language	skills.	The	EURES	targeted	mobility	scheme	helps	over	18s	looking	for	work,	training	or	apprenticeships	in	another	Member	State,	while
the	Europass	initiative	helps	workers	apply	for	jobs	abroad	by	presenting	their	skills	and	qualifications	in	a	standard	Europe-wide	format.	Find	out	more:	facebook.com/EUErasmusPlusProgramme	@EUErasmusPlus	Through	its	youth	policies	and	programmes,	the	EU	aims	to	give	young	people	more	equal	opportunities	in	education	and	the	job	market	and	make	sure	they	can	participate	fully	in	all	areas	of	society.	The	EU	supports	and	complements	the	action	of	Member	States	through	its	policies	targeting	young	people,	for
example,	in	the	areas	of	education	and	employment,	and	promotes	cooperation	between	EU	countries.	What	the	EU	does	The	EU	youth	strategy	is	the	framework	for	EU	youth	policy	cooperation	up	to	2027.	It	aims	to:	support	the	personal	development	and	growth	of	young	people	and	equip	them	with	life	skills;	encourage	young	people	to	become	active	citizens	and	agents	of	positive	change	inspired	by	EU	values	and	a	European	identity;	improve	policy	decisions	that	affect	young	people	across	all	sectors,	notably	employment,
education,	health	and	social	inclusion;	and	contribute	to	the	eradication	of	youth	poverty	and	all	forms	of	discrimination	and	promote	the	social	inclusion	of	young	people.	Young	people	are	at	the	heart	of	the	EUs	policies,	from	NextGenerationEU	and	the	European	Green	Deal	to	the	digital	decade.	2022	was	designated	the	European	Year	of	Youth,	with	the	aim	of	celebrating,	supporting	and	engaging	with	young	people,	especially	those	with	fewer	opportunities.	The	EU	runs	several	programmes	and	initiatives	to	help	young
people	play	a	more	active	role	in	society	and	benefit	from	experiencing	life	in	another	country.	Erasmus+	is	the	EUs	programme	to	support	education,	training,	youth	and	sport	in	Europe.	With	a	total	budget	of	more	than	28billion,	it	is	set	to	enable	over	10million	people	to	acquire	knowledge	and	skills	through	experiences	abroad	such	as	study,	traineeships,	apprenticeships,	exchanges,	teaching,	training,	youth	work	and	sport	between	2021	and	2027.	The	youth	guarantee	scheme	supports	youth	employment	by	ensuring	that	all
young	people	under	the	age	of	30	receive	a	good-quality	job,	apprenticeship,	traineeship	or	continued	education	offer	within	4months	of	becoming	unemployed	or	leaving	education.	The	new	aim,	learn,	master,	achieve	(ALMA)	initiative	will	support	disadvantaged	young	people	by	offering	them	work	experience	in	another	Member	State.	With	a	total	budget	of	over	1billion	for	the	20212027	period,	the	new	European	Solidarity	Corps	programme	offers	opportunities	to	some	270000	young	people	to	help	address	societal	and
humanitarian	challenges	through	volunteering	at	home	or	abroad.	The	European	Youth	Portal	provides	information	on	opportunities	such	as	the	DiscoverEU	initiative	and	the	EU	youth	dialogue,	which	gives	policymakers	first-hand	input	on	the	issues	that	matter	to	young	people.	European	Youth	Week	takes	place	every	2years,	alternating	with	the	European	Youth	Event.	Find	out	more:	facebook.com/EuropeanYouthEU/	@EuropeanYouthEU	The	EU	works	to	preserve	Europes	shared	cultural	heritage	and	make	it	accessible	to	all.
It	supports	the	arts	and	helps	cultural	and	creative	industries	in	the	EU	to	thrive	through	the	Creative	Europe	programme,	and	promotes	sport	through	the	Erasmus+	programme.	Culture	and	creativity	are	at	the	core	of	the	European	project	and	at	the	heart	of	EU	cultural	policy.	Europes	rich	cultural	heritage	and	dynamic	cultural	and	creative	sectors	bring	immense	enrichment,	pleasure	and	a	sense	of	identity	to	millions	of	people.	Sport	and	exercise	are	an	integral	part	of	life	for	millions	of	Europeans.	Besides	promoting	better
health	and	well-being,	sport	can	help	tackle	issues	such	as	racism,	social	exclusion	and	gender	equality.	What	the	EU	does	The	EU	seeks	to	protect	Europes	cultural	heritage	and	diversity	across	countries	and	harness	the	contributions	made	by	cultural	and	creative	industries	to	the	economy	and	society.	EU	policy	also	looks	to	meet	common	challenges	and	encourage	innovation	in	the	cultural	sector.	The	New	European	Agenda	for	Culture	contains	concrete	measures	to	harness	the	full	potential	of	culture.	The	Creative	Europe
programme,	with	a	budget	of	2.4billion	for	2021	to	2027,	aims	to	strengthen	Europes	cultural	and	creative	sectors,	and	support	their	recovery	from	the	COVID-19	pandemic.	It	also	promotes	initiatives	such	as	EU	prizes	for	cultural	heritage,	architecture,	literature	and	music,	the	European	Heritage	label	and	the	European	Capitals	of	Culture.	Its	media	strand	supports	the	development,	distribution	and	promotion	of	audiovisual	works	including	films,	series,	video	games	and	immersive	content.	The	EUs	audiovisual	and	media
policy	aims	to	strengthen	the	European	audiovisual	sector	and	encourage	the	availability	of	content	to	citizens	across	the	EU.	Digital	technologies	provide	new	opportunities	to	preserve	and	reuse	cultural	content,	making	it	accessible	to	all	audiences.	The	Europeana	digital	platform	enables	people	to	explore	a	wealth	of	cultural	heritage	from	more	than	4000	museums,	galleries,	libraries	and	archives	across	Europe.	The	EU	focuses	on	sport	as	a	means	to	keep	people	healthy,	create	communities,	nurture	social	inclusion	and
promote	equal	opportunities.	Erasmus+	co-funds	initiatives	to	help	develop,	share	and	implement	innovative	ideas	and	practices	to	promote	grassroots	sport.	In	2020,	the	EU	supported	315	projects	on	health,	social	inclusion	and	integrity	in	sport.	The	#BeInclusive	EU	Sport	Awards	recognise	organisations	using	sport	to	increase	social	inclusion	for	disadvantaged	groups,	while	the	European	Week	of	Sport	encourages	Europeans	to	be	active	in	their	everyday	lives.	@Europe_creative,	@EUsport	The	European	Union	is	based	on
the	rule	of	law.	This	means	that	every	action	taken	by	the	EU	is	founded	on	treaties	that	have	been	approved	voluntarily	and	democratically	by	all	EU	countries.	The	treaties	are	negotiated	and	agreed	upon	by	all	the	EU	Member	States	and	then	ratified	by	their	parliaments	or	by	a	referendum.	The	treaties	lay	down	the	objectives	of	the	EU	and	set	out	the	rules	on	how	the	EU	institutions	operate,	how	decisions	are	made	and	the	relationship	between	the	EU	and	its	Member	States.	They	are	amended	each	time	a	new	Member
State	joins	the	EU.	From	time	to	time,	they	are	amended	to	reform	the	EUs	institutions	and	to	give	the	EU	new	areas	of	responsibility.	The	last	amending	treaty,	the	Treaty	of	Lisbon,	came	into	force	on	1	December	2009.	Earlier	treaties	are	now	incorporated	into	the	current	consolidated	version,	which	consists	of	the	Treaty	on	European	Union	and	the	Treaty	on	the	Functioning	of	the	European	Union.	More	recently,	the	EU	agreed	upon	the	Treaty	on	Stability,	Coordination	and	Governance	in	the	Economic	and	Monetary	Union;
an	intergovernmental	treaty	that	obliges	participating	countries	to	have	firm	rules	to	guarantee	balanced	public	budgets	and	strengthens	the	governance	of	the	euro	area.	Decision-making	at	the	EU	level	involves	various	EU	institutions,	in	particular:	The	advisory	bodies	(the	European	Economic	and	Social	Committee	and	the	European	Committee	of	the	Regions)	and	national	parliaments	also	play	a	role.	Generally,	the	European	Council	sets	the	EUs	political	agenda,	whereas	the	European	Commission	proposes	new	laws	that	the
European	Parliament	and	the	Council	(also	called	the	Council	of	the	European	Union)	then	decide	to	adopt.	The	Member	States	and	the	EU	institution	or	institutions	concerned	then	implement	them.	The	European	Parliament	The	European	Parliament	is	elected	by	EU	citizens	in	direct	elections	held	every	5	years.	Each	Member	State	elects	a	number	of	Members	of	the	European	Parliament	(MEPs);	seats	are	allocated	based	on	the	population	of	each	Member	State.	The	Parliament	meets	in	both	Brussels	and	Strasbourg.	The
current	European	Parliament	President	is	Roberta	Metsola.	MEPs	organise	themselves	into	political	groups,	and	also	into	committees	that	examine	proposals	for	new	legislation	in	different	policy	areas.	In	terms	of	decision-making,	the	Parliament	is	responsible	for	the	following.	Approving,	amending	or	rejecting	EU	laws,	together	with	the	Council,	based	on	Commission	proposals.	The	Parliament	also	shares	equal	responsibility	with	the	Council	for	adopting	the	EU	budget	(proposed	by	the	Commission).	Deciding	on	international
agreements.	Deciding	on	enlargements	of	the	EU.	Electing	the	President	of	the	Commission,	based	on	a	proposal	from	the	Member	States,	and	then	approving	the	full	Commission.	Reviewing	the	Commissions	work	programme	and	requesting	that	it	proposes	legislation.	The	Parliaments	work	comprises	two	main	stages.	Committees	to	prepare	legislation:	the	Parliament	has	20	committees	and	two	subcommittees,	each	handling	a	particular	policy	area.	The	committees	examine	proposals	for	legislation,	and	MEPs	and	political
groups	can	put	forward	amendments	or	propose	to	reject	proposed	legislation.	These	issues	are	also	debated	within	the	political	groups	before	they	decide	how	to	vote	on	a	particular	subject.	Plenary	sessions	approve,	amend	or	reject	legislation:	this	is	when	all	the	MEPs	gather	in	the	chamber	to	give	a	final	vote	on	the	proposed	legislation	and	the	proposed	amendments.	These	plenary	sessions	are	normally	held	in	Strasbourg,	with	any	additional	sessions	held	in	Brussels.	The	ninth	European	Parliament	election	was	held	on
2326	May	2019.	In	a	direct	vote,	citizens	in	the	27	EU	Member	States	elected	705	MEPs	that	make	up	the	current	Parliament.	More	information	on	the	outcome	of	the	2019	EU	elections	and	how	the	current	Parliament	was	formed	can	be	found	on	the	European	Parliaments	website.	The	next	election	will	be	held	in	2024.	The	European	Council	The	European	Council,	based	in	Brussels,	is	made	up	of	the	Heads	of	State	or	Government	of	all	of	the	EU	Member	States,	the	President	of	the	European	Commission	and	the	High
Representative	of	the	Union	for	Foreign	Affairs	and	Security	Policy.	The	European	Council	brings	together	EU	leaders	to	set	the	EUs	political	agenda.	It	represents	the	highest	level	of	political	cooperation	between	the	EU	Member	States.	The	European	Council	takes	the	form	of	(usually	quarterly)	summit	meetings	between	EU	leaders,	chaired	by	the	President	of	the	European	Council.	The	president	can	also	convene	additional	meetings	to	address	urgent	issues.	In	July	2019,	the	European	Council	elected	Charles	Michel	as	its
president	for	the	period	from	1	December	2019	to	31	May	2022;	he	was	re-elected	for	a	second	term,	running	from	1	June	2022	to	30	November	2024.	The	European	Council	generally	decides	issues	by	unanimity,	or	by	qualified	majority	in	some	cases.	The	European	Council:	decides	on	the	EUs	overall	direction	and	political	priorities,	but	does	not	pass	laws;	deals	with	complex	or	sensitive	issues	that	cannot	be	resolved	at	lower	levels	of	intergovernmental	cooperation;	sets	the	EUs	common	foreign	and	security	policy,	taking	into
account	EU	strategic	interests	and	defence	implications;	nominates	and	appoints	candidates	to	certain	high-profile	EU-level	roles,	such	as	the	President	of	the	European	Commission	or	the	President	of	the	European	Central	Bank.	On	each	issue,	the	European	Council	can:	invite	the	Commission	to	make	a	proposal	to	address	it;	pass	it	on	to	the	Council	of	the	European	Union	to	deal	with.	The	Council	of	the	European	Union	Together	with	the	Parliament,	the	Council	is	the	main	decision-making	body	of	the	EU.	It	is	also	known	as
the	Council	of	the	European	Union.	In	the	Council,	government	ministers	from	each	Member	State	meet	to	discuss,	amend	and	adopt	laws	and	to	coordinate	policies.	The	ministers	have	the	authority	to	commit	their	governments	to	the	actions	agreed	on	in	these	meetings.	The	presidency	of	the	Council	rotates	among	the	EU	Member	States	every	6	months	and	is	responsible	for	chairing	all	Council	meetings	and	setting	the	agendas.	The	Council:	negotiates	and	adopts	EU	laws,	together	with	the	Parliament,	based	on	proposals
from	the	Commission;	coordinates	EU	countries	policies;	develops	the	EUs	foreign	and	security	policy,	based	on	European	Council	guidelines;	concludes	agreements	between	the	EU	and	other	countries	or	international	organisations;	adopts	the	annual	EU	budget	jointly	with	the	Parliament.	The	ministers	who	attend	are	those	that	deal	with	the	policy	being	discussed.	For	example,	environment	ministers	meet	in	the	Environment	Council.	The	ministers	meet	several	times	a	year	to	make	decisions	relating	to	the	EU,	though
government	officials	have	meetings	all	year	round	to	discuss	the	policy	details.	To	be	agreed,	decisions	usually	require	a	qualified	majority,	which	is	defined	as	55%	of	the	Member	States	representing	at	least	65%	of	the	total	EU	population.	However,	certain	topics	such	as	foreign	policy	and	taxation	require	a	unanimous	vote	(all	Member	States	in	favour)	and	a	simple	majority	is	required	for	procedural	and	administrative	issues.	The	Council	is	not	to	be	confused	with	the	Council	of	Europe,	which	is	not	an	EU	body	but	an
international	organisation	that	was	set	up	to	promote	democracy	and	protect	human	rights	and	the	rule	of	law	in	Europe.	It	comprises	47	European	countries,	including	the	Member	States	of	the	EU.	The	European	Commission	The	European	Commission	is	the	main	institution	that	runs	the	day-to-day	business	of	the	EU.	It	is	the	only	EU	institution	that	can	propose	legislation	(often	after	a	request	from	the	Parliament	or	the	Council),	though	it	is	the	Parliament	and	the	Council	that	vote	on	it.	Most	people	working	in	the
Commission	are	based	in	Brussels	or	Luxembourg,	however,	there	are	representation	offices	in	all	the	capitals	of	the	EU	Member	States.	The	Commission	is	composed	of	the	College	of	27	Commissioners,	one	from	each	EU	Member	State,	and	including	the	president,	Ursula	von	der	Leyen,	and	vice-presidents.	Once	the	Commission	president	is	nominated,	the	Council	nominates	the	other	26	members	of	the	Commission	in	agreement	with	the	nominated	president.	The	members	as	a	single	body	are	then	subject	to	a	vote	of
approval	by	the	Parliament.	The	commissioners	are	the	Commissions	political	leadership	for	a	5-year	term.	Each	commissioner	is	assigned	responsibility	for	specific	policy	areas	by	the	president.	The	staff	of	the	Commission	are	the	equivalent	of	the	civil	service	in	a	Member	State	and	are	organised	into	departments,	known	as	directorates-general	and	services,	similar	to	ministries	at	the	national	level.	The	decisions	of	the	Commission	are	made	based	on	the	collective	responsibility	of	the	College	of	Commissioners.	All
commissioners	are	equal	in	the	decision-making	process	and	equally	accountable	for	these	decisions.	They	do	not	have	any	individual	decision-making	powers,	except	when	authorised	in	certain	situations.	There	are	eight	vice-presidents	(including	three	executive	vice-presidents	and	the	High	Representative	of	the	Union	for	Foreign	Affairs	and	Security	Policy)	who	occupy	these	roles	in	addition	to	the	usual	commissioners	portfolio.	The	vice-presidents	act	on	behalf	of	the	president	and	coordinate	work	in	their	area	of
responsibility,	together	with	several	commissioners.	The	political	guidelines	presented	by	President	von	der	Leyen	in	July	2019	set	six	headline	ambitions	for	Europe.	In	general,	decisions	are	made	by	consensus,	but	votes	can	also	take	place.	In	this	case,	decisions	are	made	by	simple	majority,	with	every	commissioner	having	one	vote.	The	relevant	directorate-general	then	takes	up	the	subject.	This	is	usually	done	in	the	form	of	draft	legislative	proposals.	Consultative	committees	The	consultative	committees	(the	European
Economic	and	Social	Committee	and	the	European	Committee	of	the	Regions)	have	an	advisory	role	towards	the	Parliament,	the	Council	and	the	Commission.	They	provide	opinions	on	proposed	legislative	acts.	The	European	Economic	and	Social	Committee	represents	organised	civil	society,	and	the	European	Committee	of	the	Regions	represents	local	and	regional	authorities.	National	parliaments	The	27	national	parliaments	of	the	Member	States	contribute	to	the	good	functioning	of	the	EU	by	scrutinising	their	governments	in
relation	to	the	activities	of	the	EU	and	have	a	number	of	rights,	including	the	right	to	express	their	concerns	about	draft	legislative	acts.	National	parliaments	send	reasoned	opinions	to	the	Commission	when	they	see	a	draft	legislative	act	breaching	the	principle	of	subsidiarity:	the	EU	should	only	act	where	action	will	be	more	effective	at	the	EU	level	than	at	the	national	level,	except	for	those	instances	or	areas	where	it	has	exclusive	powers.	If	certain	conditions	are	met,	the	Commission	reviews	its	proposal	and	explains	publicly
whether	it	will	maintain,	amend	or	withdraw	its	proposal.	The	Commission	is	also	in	constant	political	dialogue	with	national	parliaments,	which	send	their	opinions	on	any	legislative	or	political	initiative	of	the	Commission	or	on	any	political	subject	on	their	own	initiative.	European	Central	Bank	and	European	Investment	Bank	The	European	Central	Bank	is	an	independent	institution	of	the	economic	and	monetary	union	to	which	all	EU	Member	States	belong.	It	makes	its	decisions	without	seeking	or	taking	instructions	from
governments	or	other	EU	institutions.	Its	main	purpose	is	to	maintain	monetary	stability	in	the	euro	area	by	ensuring	low	and	stable	consumer	price	inflation.	The	European	Investment	Bank	is	the	bank	of	the	EU.	It	is	owned	by	the	Member	States	and	its	mission	is	to	lend	money	for	investments	that	support	the	EUs	objectives.	Its	focus	is	on	increasing	the	EUs	jobs	and	growth	potential	and	on	supporting	climate	action	and	the	EUs	policies	beyond	its	borders.	European	Union	agencies	The	work	of	the	EU	is	assisted	by	various
EU	agencies,	which	are	separate	legal	entities	set	up	to	perform	specific	tasks	under	EU	law.	They	work	on	issues	and	problems	affecting	the	everyday	lives	of	people	living	in	the	EU.	They	have	a	major	impact,	providing	EU	institutions	and	Member	States	with	specialised	knowledge	in	diverse	areas,	such	as	cybersecurity,	the	safety	of	food	and	medicines,	environmental	protection,	fundamental	rights	and	border	security.	2	MAKING	DECISIONS	Various	institutions	take	part	in	the	EUs	decision-making	process,	with	the
Parliament,	the	Council	and	the	Commission	at	the	forefront.	Usually,	the	Commission	proposes	new	legal	acts	that	are	then	adopted	by	the	Parliament	and	the	Council.	On	some	occasions,	the	Council	may	do	this	alone.	To	ensure	that	EU	action	meets	its	objectives	in	the	most	efficient	way,	the	Commission	assesses	the	expected	and	actual	impacts	of	policies,	legislation,	and	other	important	measures.	It	also	involves	citizens	and	stakeholders	at	every	stage	of	the	policy	cycle,	from	planning	to	proposal	to	implementation,	to
review	and	subsequent	revision.	To	announce	new	legislative	initiatives	or	planned	evaluations	of	existing	legislation,	the	Commission	publishes	inception	impact	assessments	or	roadmaps.	The	potential	economic,	social	and	environmental	consequences	of	proposed	measures	are	analysed	and	reported	in	impact	assessments	that	accompany	legislative	proposals.	What	about	legislation	or	initiatives	that	are	already	in	force?	Once	implemented	for	a	sufficient	period	of	time,	initiatives	are	evaluated	to	check	their	performance
against	standard	criteria.	As	part	of	this,	the	Regulatory	Fitness	and	Performance	Programme	(REFIT)	identifies	opportunities	to	reduce	regulatory	costs	and	simplify	existing	laws.	There	are	several	types	of	legal	acts,	which	are	applied	in	different	ways.	A	regulation	is	a	law	that	is	applicable	and	binding	in	all	Member	States	directly.	It	does	not	need	to	be	passed	into	national	law	by	the	Member	States,	although	national	laws	may	need	to	be	changed	to	avoid	conflicting	with	the	regulation.	A	directive	is	a	law	that	binds	the
Member	States,	or	a	group	of	Member	States,	to	achieve	a	particular	objective.	Usually,	directives	must	be	transposed	into	national	law	to	become	effective.	Significantly,	a	directive	specifies	the	result	to	be	achieved:	it	is	up	to	the	Member	States	individually	to	decide	how	this	is	done.	A	decision	can	be	addressed	to	Member	States,	groups	of	people	or	even	individuals.	It	is	binding	in	its	entirety.	Decisions	are	used,	for	example,	to	rule	on	proposed	mergers	between	companies.	Recommendations	and	opinions	enable	the	EU
institutions	to	express	a	view	to	Member	States,	and	in	some	cases	to	individual	citizens,	that	is	not	binding	and	does	not	create	any	legal	obligation	on	the	person	or	entity	addressed.	Every	proposal	for	a	new	EU	legal	act	is	in	accordance	with	a	particular	article	of	a	treaty,	which	is	called	the	legal	basis	of	the	proposal.	This	determines	which	legislative	procedure	must	be	followed.	The	majority	of	laws	are	made	following	a	process	known	as	the	ordinary	legislative	procedure.	Ordinary	legislative	procedure	The	ordinary
legislative	procedure,	also	known	as	the	co-decision	procedure,	is	the	most	common	procedure	for	adopting	EU	legislation.	This	places	the	Parliament	and	the	Council	on	an	equal	footing,	and	the	laws	passed	using	this	procedure	are	joint	acts	of	the	Parliament	and	the	Council.	It	applies	to	the	great	majority	of	EU	legislation,	covering	a	wide	range	of	fields	such	as	consumer	rights,	environmental	protection	and	transport.	The	Commission	makes	a	proposal	under	the	ordinary	legislative	procedure,	which	must	be	adopted	by	both
the	Parliament	and	the	Council.	On	receipt	of	the	proposal,	the	process	proceeds	as	follows.	The	first	reading	The	Parliament	debates	the	proposal	in	its	committees.	Any	amendments	to	the	proposal	are	tabled	and	voted	on	in	these	committees.	The	proposal	then	passes	to	the	whole	Parliament,	which	votes	on	it	(and	further	amendments)	in	plenary	session.	The	Council	and	the	Member	States	examine	the	legislation	in	detail;	most	of	this	discussion	happens	in	a	working	group	of	civil	servants.	Many	issues	can	be	resolved	at	this
technical	level,	or	the	levels	just	above	it,	though	some	issues	may	remain	to	be	finalised	at	the	meetings	of	the	relevant	ministers.	The	Council	will	come	to	a	political	agreement	on	the	legislation	this	may	happen	before	or	after	the	Parliament	votes.	Once	the	Parliament	has	voted,	the	political	agreement	will	be	converted	into	a	formal	common	position.	If	the	Councils	common	position	is	different	from	the	Parliaments	vote,	the	legislation	passes	onto	a	second	reading	in	order	to	resolve	the	differences.	Representatives	of	the
Parliament	and	the	Council	often	meet	informally	to	try	to	agree	between	themselves	before	formalising	their	positions.	If	they	do	agree,	the	Council	will	adopt	the	same	text	as	the	Parliament	and	the	proposal	will	become	law.	This	is	called	a	first-reading	agreement.	The	second	reading	If	no	agreement	is	found	at	first	reading,	the	second	reading	will	begin.	It	follows	a	similar	pattern	to	the	first	reading,	but	this	time	with	the	Parliament	examining,	and	voting	on,	the	changes	proposed	by	the	Council,	followed	by	the	Council
considering	what	the	Parliament	proposes.	The	second	reading	is	a	faster	process	than	the	first	reading,	as	only	the	differences	between	the	Parliaments	and	the	Councils	positions	can	be	discussed,	and	various	elements	are	time	limited.	It	is	possible	that	the	Parliament	and	the	Council	will	agree	at	this	stage	(a	second-reading	agreement).	If	the	two	institutions	cannot	come	to	a	common	decision	on	the	proposed	legal	act,	it	is	passed	to	a	Conciliation	Committee	comprised	of	an	equal	number	of	representatives	of	the	Parliament
and	the	Council.	This	conciliation	procedure	has	become	rare.	Most	legal	acts	are	adopted	following	the	ordinary	legislative	procedure	during	the	first	or	second	reading.	Once	a	final	text	is	agreed	on,	and	all	translations	have	been	done,	the	legislation	is	passed	to	the	Parliament	and	the	Council	again	so	that	they	can	adopt	it	as	a	legal	act.	It	will	then	be	published	in	the	Official	Journal	of	the	European	Union	in	the	EUs	official	languages.	The	legislation	will	specify	when	it	must	be	implemented	in	the	Member	States,	or	when	it
comes	into	force	in	the	case	of	a	regulation.	The	Commission	can	take	Member	States	to	court	and	ask	that	they	be	fined	if	EU	legislation	is	not	implemented.	Almost	all	enforcement	of	EU	legislation	occurs	within	the	Member	States.	This	can	sometimes	lead	to	complaints	about	uneven	implementation	of	the	rules	in	different	countries.	Some	decisions	are	enforced	directly	at	the	EU	level,	notably	competition	law	such	as	antitrust	cases.	See	Part	3	of	this	section	Ensuring	EU	laws	are	respected	for	more	information.	Who	else	is
consulted?	When	making	decisions	in	a	number	of	policy	areas,	the	Parliament,	the	Council	and	the	Commission	consult	the	European	Economic	and	Social	Committee	(of	which	Christa	Schweng	is	the	president).	On	matters	of	relevance	to	the	regions,	the	Parliament,	the	Council	and	the	Commission	must	consult	the	European	Committee	of	the	Regions	(of	which	Apostolos	Tzitzikostas	is	the	president).	The	committees	opinions	are	not	binding	upon	the	EU	institutions.	In	addition,	other	institutions	and	bodies	may	be	consulted
when	a	proposal	falls	within	their	area	of	interest	or	expertise,	for	example,	the	European	Central	Bank	for	proposals	concerning	economic	or	financial	matters.	National	oversight	National	parliaments	receive	draft	legislative	acts	at	the	same	time	as	the	Parliament	and	the	Council.	They	can	give	their	opinion	to	ensure	that	decisions	are	made	at	the	most	appropriate	level.	National	parliaments	monitor	the	correct	application	of	the	principle	of	subsidiarity	in	EU	decision-making	and	can	give	reasoned	opinions	when	they	consider
that	the	principle	is	not	being	respected.	Getting	involved	as	a	citizen	Every	EU	citizen	has	the	right	to	submit	a	petition	to	the	Parliament	in	one	of	the	official	languages	of	the	EU,	in	the	form	of	a	complaint	or	a	request,	on	an	issue	that	falls	within	the	EUs	fields	of	activity.	Petitions	are	examined	by	the	Parliaments	Committee	on	Petitions,	which	makes	a	decision	on	their	admissibility	and	is	responsible	for	dealing	with	them.	Citizens	can	also	participate	directly	in	the	development	of	EU	policies	by	calling	on	the	Commission	to
make	a	proposal	on	matters	on	which	the	EU	has	the	competence	to	legislate.	A	European	Citizens	Initiative,	as	this	is	called,	has	to	be	backed	by	at	least	1	million	EU	citizens,	coming	from	at	least	seven	Member	States.	A	minimum	number	of	signatories	is	required	in	each	of	those	seven	Member	States.	Citizens	can	share	their	views	on	Commission	initiatives	at	key	stages	of	the	policymaking	and	law-making	process.	Through	the	Have	your	say	web	portal,	citizens	and	stakeholders	can	contribute	in	different	ways.	The
Commission	first	announces	a	new	initiative	or	an	evaluation	of	an	existing	policy	or	law	by	publishing	an	inception	impact	assessment	or	a	roadmap.	Citizens	and	stakeholders	have	4	weeks	to	give	feedback,	which	is	published	on	the	same	webpage.	When	working	on	a	new	initiative	or	evaluation,	the	Commission	carries	out	public	consultations	via	online	questionnaires,	which	are	open	for	12	weeks.	Once	the	Commission	has	finalised	a	legislative	proposal	and	submitted	it	to	the	Parliament	and	the	Council,	citizens	have	another
opportunity	to	comment	on	it.	The	feedback	period	for	Commission	proposals	is	8	weeks,	after	which	the	contributions	are	passed	to	the	Parliament	and	the	Council	to	be	considered	in	their	negotiations.	Through	Have	your	say:	simplify!,	citizens	can	give	the	Commission	suggestions	at	any	time	on	how	existing	laws	or	policies	could	be	simplified	and	improved	to	be	more	effective	and	less	burdensome.	Coordinating	the	policies	of	Member	States	the	example	of	economic	policy	Under	Economic	and	Monetary	Union,	the	EUs
economic	policy	is	based	on	the	close	coordination	of	national	economic	policies.	This	coordination	is	carried	out	by	the	economics	and	finance	ministers,	who	collectively	form	the	Economic	and	Financial	Affairs	Council.	The	ministers	of	economy	and	finance	of	the	euro	area	members	make	up	the	Eurogroup,	which	acts	to	promote	economic	growth	and	financial	stability	in	the	euro	area.	Common	foreign	and	security	policy	The	common	foreign	and	security	policy	is	the	organised,	agreed	foreign	policy	of	the	EU,	mainly	for
security	and	defence	diplomacy	and	action.	Decisions	require	unanimity	among	Member	States	in	the	Council,	but	once	agreed,	certain	aspects	can	be	further	decided	by	qualified	majority	voting.	The	EUs	foreign	policy	at	the	ministerial	level	is	represented	by	the	High	Representative	of	the	Union	for	Foreign	Affairs	and	Security	Policy	and	Vice-President	of	the	Commission,	currently	Josep	Borrell	Fontelles,	who	also	chairs	meetings	of	foreign	ministers.	Concluding	international	agreements	Each	year,	the	Council	concludes	(i.e.
officially	signs)	a	number	of	agreements	between	the	EU	and	non-EU	countries,	and	also	with	international	organisations.	These	agreements	may	cover	broad	areas	such	as	trade,	cooperation	and	development,	or	they	may	deal	with	specific	subjects	such	as	textiles,	fisheries,	science	and	technology,	or	transport.	The	Parliaments	consent	is	required	for	all	international	agreements	in	fields	covered	by	the	ordinary	legislative	procedure.	Approving	the	EU	budget	The	EUs	annual	budget	is	decided	jointly	by	the	Parliament	and	the
Council.	If	the	two	institutions	do	not	agree,	then	conciliation	procedures	are	followed	until	a	budget	is	approved.	See	Part	4	of	this	section,	Taking	action:	the	EUs	budget,	for	more	information.	3	ENSURING	EU	LAWS	ARE	RESPECTED	The	Court	of	Justice	of	the	European	Union	ensures	that	EU	legislation	is	interpreted	and	applied	in	the	same	way	in	each	Member	State.	The	Court	of	Justice	has	the	power	to	settle	legal	disputes	between	Member	States,	EU	institutions,	businesses	and	individuals.	To	cope	with	the	many
thousands	of	cases	it	receives,	it	is	divided	into	two	main	bodies:	the	Court	of	Justice	and	the	General	Court.	If	a	private	individual	or	a	company	has	suffered	damage	as	a	result	of	action	or	inaction	by	an	EU	institution	or	its	staff,	they	can	take	action	against	them	in	the	Court	of	Justice	in	one	of	two	ways:	indirectly	through	national	courts,	which	may	decide	to	refer	the	case	to	the	Court	of	Justice;	directly	before	the	General	Court,	if	a	decision	by	an	EU	institution	has	affected	them	directly	and	individually.	If	someone	considers
that	the	authorities	in	any	country	have	infringed	EU	law	they	can	follow	the	official	complaints	procedure.	How	the	Court	of	Justice	works	Cases	are	processed	in	two	stages.	Written	stage.	The	parties	give	written	statements	to	the	Court	of	Justice,	and	observations	can	also	be	submitted	by	national	authorities,	EU	institutions	and,	sometimes,	private	individuals.	All	of	this	is	summarised	by	the	judge	rapporteur	and	then	discussed	at	the	Court	of	Justices	general	meeting.	Oral	stage.	This	is	a	public	hearing:	lawyers	from	both
sides	can	put	their	case	to	the	judges	and	the	advocate	general,	who	can	question	them.	If	the	Court	of	Justice	decides	an	opinion	of	the	advocate	general	is	necessary,	this	is	given	some	weeks	after	the	hearing.	The	judges	then	deliberate	and	give	their	verdict.	The	General	Court	procedure	is	similar,	except	that	most	cases	are	heard	by	three	judges	and	there	are	no	advocates-general.	Other	EU	judicial	institutions	The	European	Ombudsman	receives	and	investigates	complaints	and	helps	to	identify	maladministration	in	the	EU
institutions	and	other	bodies.	Any	citizen,	resident,	association	or	business	of	an	EU	Member	State	can	make	a	complaint	to	the	Ombudsman.	The	European	Data	Protection	Supervisor	is	charged	with	protecting	the	personal	information	and	privacy	of	EU	citizens	and	residents,	stored	by	the	EU	institutions	in	electronic,	written	or	visual	form.	It	also	promotes	good	practice	in	this	field	among	the	EU	institutions	and	bodies.	4	TAKING	ACTION:	THE	EUS	BUDGET	The	EU	agrees	on	long-term	spending	plans	(known	as	the
multiannual	financial	framework),	which	provide	a	stable	basis	for	implementing	the	budget	over	a	period	of	7	years.	This	allows	the	EU	to	complement	national	budgets	by	funding	policies	with	added	EU	value.	The	multiannual	financial	framework	lays	down	the	maximum	annual	amounts	(ceilings)	that	the	EU	may	spend	in	different	categories	of	expenditure	(headings).	The	current	budget	covers	the	20212027	period	and	allows	the	EU	to	invest	around	1.2	trillion	over	that	period	in	seven	spending	categories.	This	budget	is
exceptionally	supplemented	by	806.9	billion	in	grants	and	loans	from	NextGenerationEU:	the	EUs	recovery	plan	to	tackle	the	social	and	economic	fallout	of	the	COVID-19	pandemic.	The	EUs	annual	budget	is	decided	jointly	by	the	Parliament	and	the	Council.	The	Parliament	debates	it	in	two	successive	readings,	and	it	comes	into	force	when	it	has	been	signed	by	the	President	of	the	Parliament.	The	Parliaments	Committee	on	Budgetary	Control	monitors	how	the	budget	is	spent,	and	each	year	the	Parliament	decides	whether	to
approve	the	Commissions	handling	of	the	budget	for	the	previous	financial	year.	The	annual	EU	budget	in	2022	was	around	170	billion	a	large	sum	in	absolute	terms,	but	only	about	1%	of	the	wealth	generated	by	the	economies	of	the	Member	States	every	year.	2021-2027	long-term	EU	budget	&	NextGenerationEU	The	Commission	is	responsible	for	managing	and	implementing	the	EU	budget	and	the	policies	and	programmes	adopted	by	the	Parliament	and	the	Council.	Most	of	the	actual	implementation	and	spending	is	done	by
national	and	local	authorities,	but	the	Commission	is	responsible	for	supervising	it.	The	Commission	handles	the	budget	under	the	watchful	eye	of	the	European	Court	of	Auditors.	Both	institutions	aim	to	ensure	sound	financial	management.	Every	year,	following	a	recommendation	by	the	Council,	the	Parliament	decides	whether	to	give	its	final	approval,	or	discharge,	on	the	way	the	Commission	has	implemented	the	EU	budget.	This	procedure	ensures	full	accountability	and	transparency,	and	when	granted	the	discharge	leads	to
the	formal	closure	of	the	accounts	for	a	given	year.	The	European	Court	of	Auditors	is	the	independent	external	audit	institution	of	the	EU.	It	checks	that	the	EUs	income	has	been	received	correctly,	that	its	expenditure	has	been	incurred	in	a	legal	and	regular	manner	and	that	financial	management	has	been	sound.	It	performs	its	tasks	independently	from	the	other	EU	institutions	and	governments.	All	over	the	European	Union	there	are	hundreds	of	Europe	Direct	centres.	You	can	find	the	address	of	the	centre	nearest	you	online
(european-union.europa.eu/contact-eu/meet-us_en).	On	the	phone	or	in	writing	Europe	Direct	is	a	service	that	answers	your	questions	about	the	European	Union.	You	can	contact	this	service:	FINDING	INFORMATION	ABOUT	THE	EU	Online	Information	about	the	European	Union	in	all	the	official	languages	of	the	EU	is	available	on	the	Europa	website	(european-union.europa.eu).	EU	publications	You	can	view	or	order	EU	publications	at	op.europa.eu/en/publications.	Multiple	copies	of	free	publications	can	be	obtained	by
contacting	Europe	Direct	or	your	local	documentation	centre	(european-union.europa.eu/contact-eu/meet-us_en).	EU	law	and	related	documents	For	access	to	legal	information	from	the	EU,	including	all	EU	law	since	1951	in	all	the	official	language	versions,	go	to	EUR-Lex	(eur-lex.europa.eu).	Open	data	from	the	EU	The	portal	data.europa.eu	provides	access	to	open	datasets	from	the	EU	institutions,	bodies	and	agencies.	These	can	be	downloaded	and	reused	for	free,	for	both	commercial	and	non-commercial	purposes.	The	portal
also	provides	access	to	a	wealth	of	datasets	from	European	countries.	European	CommissionDirectorate-General	for	CommunicationEditorial	Service	&	Targeted	OutreachRue	de	la	Loi/Wetstraat	561049	Bruxelles/BrusselBELGIQUE/BELGI	Manuscript	completed	in	March	2022	This	document	should	not	be	considered	as	representative	of	the	European	Commissions	official	position.	Luxembourg:	Publications	Office	of	the	European	Union,	2022	European	Union,	2022	Reuse	is	authorised	provided	the	source	is	acknowledged.	The
reuse	policy	of	European	Commission	documents	is	regulated	by	Decision	2011/833/EU	(OJ	L	330,	14.12.2011,	p.	39).	For	any	use	or	reproduction	of	photos	or	other	material	that	is	not	under	the	copyright	of	the	European	Union,	permission	must	be	sought	directly	from	the	copyright	holders.	All	pictures:	Shutterstock,	Fotolia	and	Adobe	Stock	except	for	photos	on	the	following	pages:	COVID-19	response;	European	Green	Deal;	Jobs,	growth	and	investment;	Tax	and	customs;	Space;	EU	neighbourhood	and	enlargement;
Fundamental	rights;	Justice	and	the	rule	of	law;	Gender	equality;	Racism	and	equality;	LGBTIQ	equality;	Disability;	Over	50s;	A	safer	internet;	Citizens	and	democracy;	Home	affairs	and	citizens	security;	Culture,	media	and	sport:	European	Union.	Identifiers	Print	ISBN	978-92-76-24640-4	doi:10.2775/195467	NA-04-20-632-EN-C	PDF	ISBN	978-92-76-24621-3	doi:10.2775/5377	NA-04-20-632-EN-N	HTML	ISBN	978-92-76-24592-6	doi:10.2775/946008	NA-04-20-632-EN-Q	Page	2	An	analysis	of	the	Summit	on	19	May	2025	between
Prime	Minister	Starmer	and	the	Presidents	of	the	European	Commission	and	the	European	Council	by	Sir	Alan	Dashwood	KC,	member	of	the	European	&	International	Analysts	Group:	The	European	Movement	in	Scotland	is	committed	to	promoting	the	essential	European	value	of	free	speech.	Consequently,	we	regularly	publish	articles	by	leading	academics,	journalists	and	others	discussing	issues	germane	to	Scotlands	place	in	Europe.	Such	articles	do	not	necessarily	reflect	the	views	of	the	European	Movement	in	Scotland.
Geography	&	Travel	Physical	Geography	of	Land	Europe,	second	smallest	of	the	worlds	continents,	composed	of	the	westward-projecting	peninsulas	of	Eurasia	(the	great	landmass	that	it	shares	with	Asia)	and	occupying	nearly	one-fifteenth	of	the	worlds	total	land	area.	It	is	bordered	on	the	north	by	the	Arctic	Ocean,	on	the	west	by	the	Atlantic	Ocean,	and	on	the	south	(west	to	east)	by	the	Mediterranean	Sea,	the	Black	Sea,	the	Kuma-Manych	Depression,	and	the	Caspian	Sea.	The	continents	eastern	boundary	(north	to	south)	runs
along	the	Ural	Mountains	and	then	roughly	southwest	along	the	Emba	(Zhem)	River,	terminating	at	the	northern	Caspian	coast.Europes	largest	islands	and	archipelagoes	include	Novaya	Zemlya,	Franz	Josef	Land,	Svalbard,	Iceland,	the	Faroe	Islands,	the	British	Isles,	the	Balearic	Islands,	Corsica,	Sardinia,	Sicily,	Malta,	Crete,	and	Cyprus.	Its	major	peninsulas	include	Jutland	and	the	Scandinavian,	Iberian,	Italian,	and	Balkan	peninsulas.	Indented	by	numerous	bays,	fjords,	and	seas,	continental	Europes	highly	irregular	coastline	is
about	24,000	miles	(38,000	km)	long.Among	the	continents,	Europe	is	an	anomaly.	Larger	only	than	Australia,	it	is	a	small	appendage	of	Eurasia.	Yet	the	peninsular	and	insular	western	extremity	of	the	continent,	thrusting	toward	the	North	Atlantic	Ocean,	providesthanks	to	its	latitude	and	its	physical	geographya	relatively	genial	human	habitat,	and	the	long	processes	of	human	history	came	to	mark	off	the	region	as	the	home	of	a	distinctive	civilization.	In	spite	of	its	internal	diversity,	Europe	has	thus	functioned,	from	the	time	it
first	emerged	in	the	human	consciousness,	as	a	world	apart,	concentratingto	borrow	a	phrase	from	Christopher	Marloweinfinite	riches	in	a	little	room.Athens:	AcropolisThe	Acropolis	and	surrounding	area,	Athens.As	a	conceptual	construct,	Europa,	as	the	more	learned	of	the	ancient	Greeks	first	conceived	it,	stood	in	sharp	contrast	to	both	Asia	and	Libya,	the	name	then	applied	to	the	known	northern	part	of	Africa.	Literally,	Europa	is	now	thought	to	have	meant	Mainland,	rather	than	the	earlier	interpretation,	Sunset.	It	appears
to	have	suggested	itself	to	the	Greeks,	in	their	maritime	world,	as	an	appropriate	designation	for	the	extensive	northerly	lands	that	lay	beyond,	lands	with	characteristics	vaguely	known	yet	clearly	different	from	those	inherent	in	the	concepts	of	Asia	and	Libyaboth	of	which,	relatively	prosperous	and	civilized,	were	associated	closely	with	the	culture	of	the	Greeks	and	their	predecessors.	From	the	Greek	perspective	then,	Europa	was	culturally	backward	and	scantily	settled.	It	was	a	barbarian	worldthat	is,	a	non-Greek	one,	with	its
inhabitants	making	bar-bar	noises	in	unintelligible	tongues.	Traders	and	travelers	also	reported	that	the	Europe	beyond	Greece	possessed	distinctive	physical	units,	with	mountain	systems	and	lowland	river	basins	much	larger	than	those	familiar	to	inhabitants	of	the	Mediterranean	region.	It	was	clear	as	well	that	a	succession	of	climates,	markedly	different	from	those	of	the	Mediterranean	borderlands,	were	to	be	experienced	as	Europe	was	penetrated	from	the	south.	The	spacious	eastern	steppes	and,	to	the	west	and	north,
primeval	forests	as	yet	only	marginally	touched	by	human	occupancy	further	underlined	environmental	contrasts.The	empire	of	ancient	Rome,	at	its	greatest	extent	in	the	2nd	century	ce,	revealed,	and	imprinted	its	culture	on,	much	of	the	face	of	the	continent.	Trade	relations	beyond	its	frontiers	also	drew	the	remoter	regions	into	its	sphere.	Yet	it	was	not	until	the	19th	and	20th	centuries	that	modern	science	was	able	to	draw	with	some	precision	the	geologic	and	geographic	lineaments	of	the	European	continent,	the	peoples	of
which	had	meanwhile	achieved	domination	overand	set	in	motion	vast	countervailing	movements	amongthe	inhabitants	of	much	of	the	rest	of	the	globe	(see	Western	colonialism).	As	to	the	territorial	limits	of	Europe,	they	may	seem	relatively	clear	on	its	seaward	flanks,	but	many	island	groups	far	to	the	north	and	westSvalbard,	the	Faroes,	Iceland,	and	the	Madeira	and	Canary	islandsare	considered	European,	while	Greenland	(though	tied	politically	to	Denmark)	is	conventionally	allocated	to	North	America.	Furthermore,	the
Mediterranean	coastlands	of	North	Africa	and	southwestern	Asia	also	exhibit	some	European	physical	and	cultural	affinities.	Turkey	and	Cyprus	in	particular,	while	geologically	Asian,	possess	elements	of	European	culture	and	may	be	regarded	as	parts	of	Europe.	Indeed,	Turkey	has	sought	membership	in	the	European	Union	(EU),	and	the	Republic	of	Cyprus	joined	the	organization	in	2004.Europes	boundaries	have	been	especially	uncertain,	and	hence	much	debated,	on	the	east,	where	the	continent	merges,	without	sundering
physical	boundaries,	with	parts	of	western	Asia.	The	eastward	limits	now	adopted	by	most	geographers	exclude	the	Caucasus	region	and	encompass	a	small	portion	of	Kazakhstan,	where	the	European	boundary	formed	by	the	northern	Caspian	coast	is	connected	to	that	of	the	Urals	by	Kazakhstans	Emba	River	and	Mughalzhar	(Mugodzhar)	Hills,	themselves	a	southern	extension	of	the	Urals.	Among	the	alternative	boundaries	proposed	by	geographers	that	have	gained	wide	acceptance	is	a	scheme	that	sees	the	crest	of	the	Greater
Caucasus	range	as	the	dividing	line	between	Europe	and	Asia,	placing	Ciscaucasia,	the	northern	part	of	the	Caucasus	region,	in	Europe	and	Transcaucasia,	the	southern	part,	in	Asia.	Another	widely	endorsed	scheme	puts	the	western	portion	of	the	Caucasus	region	in	Europe	and	the	eastern	partthat	is,	the	bulk	of	Azerbaijan	and	small	portions	of	Armenia,	Georgia,	and	Russias	Caspian	Sea	coastin	Asia.	Still	another	scheme	with	many	adherents	locates	the	continental	boundary	along	the	Aras	River	and	the	Turkish	border,
thereby	putting	Armenia,	Azerbaijan,	and	Georgia	in	Europe.	Europes	eastern	boundary,	however,	is	not	a	cultural,	political,	or	economic	discontinuity	on	the	land	comparable,	for	example,	to	the	insulating	significance	of	the	Himalayas,	which	clearly	mark	a	northern	limit	to	South	Asian	civilization.	Inhabited	plains,	with	only	the	minor	interruption	of	the	worn-down	Urals,	extend	from	central	Europe	to	the	Yenisey	River	in	central	Siberia.	Slavic-based	civilization	dominates	much	of	the	territory	occupied	by	the	former	Soviet
Union	from	the	Baltic	and	Black	seas	to	the	Pacific	Ocean.	That	civilization	is	distinguished	from	the	rest	of	Europe	by	legacies	of	a	medieval	Mongol-Tatar	domination	that	precluded	the	sharing	of	many	of	the	innovations	and	developments	of	European	Western	civilization;	it	became	further	distinctive	during	the	relative	isolation	of	the	Soviet	period.	In	partitioning	the	globe	into	meaningful	large	geographic	units,	therefore,	most	modern	geographers	treated	the	former	Soviet	Union	as	a	distinct	territorial	entity,	comparable	to	a
continent,	that	was	somewhat	separate	from	Europe	to	the	west	and	from	Asia	to	the	south	and	east;	that	distinction	has	been	maintained	for	Russia,	which	constituted	three-fourths	of	the	Soviet	Union.Europe	occupies	some	4	million	square	miles	(10	million	square	km)	within	the	conventional	borders	assigned	to	it.	That	broad	territory	reveals	no	simple	unity	of	geologic	structure,	landform,	relief,	or	climate.	Rocks	of	all	geologic	periods	are	exposed,	and	the	operation	of	geologic	forces	during	an	immense	succession	of	eras	has
contributed	to	the	molding	of	the	landscapes	of	mountain,	plateau,	and	lowland	and	has	bequeathed	a	variety	of	mineral	reserves.	Glaciation	too	has	left	its	mark	over	wide	areas,	and	the	processes	of	erosion	and	deposition	have	created	a	highly	variegated	and	compartmentalized	countryside.	Climatically,	Europe	benefits	by	having	only	a	small	proportion	of	its	surface	either	too	cold	or	too	hot	and	dry	for	effective	settlement	and	use.	Regional	climatic	contrasts	nevertheless	exist:	oceanic,	Mediterranean,	and	continental	types
occur	widely,	as	do	gradations	from	one	to	the	other.	Associated	vegetation	and	soil	forms	also	show	continual	variety,	but	only	portions	of	the	dominant	woodland	that	clothed	most	of	the	continent	when	humans	first	appeared	now	remain.European	ParliamentEuropean	Parliament	building,	Strasbourg,	France.All	in	all,	Europe	enjoys	a	considerable	and	long-exploited	resource	base	of	soil,	forest,	sea,	and	minerals	(notably	coal),	but	its	people	are	increasingly	its	principal	resource.	The	continent,	excluding	Russia,	contains	less
than	one-tenth	of	the	total	population	of	the	world,	but	in	general	its	people	are	well	educated	and	highly	skilled.	Europe	also	supports	high	densities	of	population,	concentrated	in	urban-industrial	regions.	A	growing	percentage	of	people	in	urban	areas	are	employed	in	a	wide	range	of	service	activities,	which	have	come	to	dominate	the	economies	of	most	countries.	Nonetheless,	in	manufacturing	and	agriculture	Europe	still	occupies	an	eminent,	if	no	longer	necessarily	predominant,	position.	The	creation	of	the	European
Economic	Community	in	1957	and	the	EU	in	1993	greatly	enhanced	economic	cooperation	between	many	of	the	continents	countries.	Europes	continuing	economic	achievements	are	evidenced	by	its	high	standard	of	living	and	its	successes	in	science,	technology,	and	the	arts.This	article	treats	the	physical	and	human	geography	of	Europe.	For	discussion	of	individual	countries	of	the	continent,	see	specific	articles	by	namee.g.,	Italy,	Poland,	and	United	Kingdom.	For	discussion	of	major	cities	of	the	continent,	see	specific	articles
by	namee.g.,	Rome,	Warsaw,	and	London.	The	principal	articles	discussing	the	historical	and	cultural	development	of	the	continent	include	history	of	Europe;	European	exploration;	Western	colonialism;	Aegean	civilizations;	ancient	Greek	civilization;	ancient	Rome;	Byzantine	Empire;	and	Holy	Roman	Empire.	Related	topics	are	discussed	in	such	articles	as	those	on	religion	(e.g.,	Judaism	and	Roman	Catholicism)	and	literature	(e.g.,	Greek	literature;	Dutch	literature;	and	Spanish	literature).	W.	Gordon	East	Thomas	M.	Poulsen
William	H.	Berentsen	Click	to	see	large:	Map	of	Europe	Description:	This	Map	of	the	Europe	shows	seas,	country	boundaries,	countries,	islands,	capital	cities,	and	major	cities.	Size:	2250x1836px	/	978	Kb	|	1800x1469px	/	634	Kb	Author:	Ontheworldmap.com	Other	maps	of	Europe	Maps	of	European	Regions	Europe	is	a	continent	in	the	Northern	Hemisphere	of	the	Earth,	bordered	by	the	Atlantic	Ocean	to	the	west,	the	Arctic	Ocean	to	the	north,	the	Mediterranean	Sea	to	the	south,	and	Asia	to	the	east,	with	an	area	of	about
3,930,000	sq	mi	(10,180,000	sq	km).	Together	with	Asia,	Europe	forms	the	vast	continent	of	Eurasia,	occupying	about	17%	of	its	total	area,	and	is	one	of	the	smallest	continent	of	the	world,	slightly	larger	than	Australia.	Europe	is	home	to	just	under	750	million	people,	making	it	the	third-largest	after	Asia	and	Africa.	Europe	is	home	to	50	nations.	List	of	Dependent	Territories	A,	B,	C,	D,	E,	F,	G,	H,	I,	K,	L,	M,	N,	P,	R,	S,	T,	U,	V,	List	of	Countries	of	Europe	Alphabetically	Flag	Country	Capital	Population	(2021)[1]	Area	Currency	A
Albania	Tirana	2,854,710	28,748	sq	km	(11,100sqmi)	Albanian	lek	Andorra	Andorra	la	Vella	79,034	468	sq	km	(181sqmi)	Euro	Armenia	Yerevan	2,790,974	29,743	sq	km	(11,484sqmi)	Dram	Austria	Vienna	8,922,082	83,871	sq	km	(32,383sqmi)	Euro	Azerbaijan	Baku	10,312,992	86,600	sq	km	(33,436sqmi)	Manat	B	Belarus	Minsk	9,578,167	207,600	sq	km	(80,155sqmi)	Belarusian	rouble	Belgium	Brussels	11,611,419	30,528	sq	km	(11,787sqmi)	Euro	Bosnia	and	Herzegovina	Sarajevo	3,270,943	51,197	sq	km	(19,767sqmi)	Bosnia	and
Herzegovina	convertible	mark	Bulgaria	Sofia	6,885,868	110,879	sq	km	(42,811sqmi)	Bulgarian	lev	C	Croatia	Zagreb	4,060,135	56,594	sq	km	(21,851sqmi)	Euro	Cyprus	Nicosia	1,244,188	9,251	sq	km	(3,572	sq	misqmi)	Euro	Czech	Republic	Prague	10,510,751	78,867	sq	km	(30,451sqmi)	Czech	koruna	D	Denmark	Copenhagen	5,854,240	2,210,573	sq	km	(853,507sqmi)	Danish	krone	E	Estonia	Tallinn	1,328,701	45,228	sq	km	(17,463sqmi)	Euro	F	Finland	Helsinki	5,535,992	338,145	sq	km	(130,559sqmi)	Euro	France	Paris



64,531,444	643,427	sq	km	(248,429sqmi)	Euro	G	Georgia	Tbilisi	3,757,980	69,700	sq	km	(26,911	sq	misqmi)	Lari	Germany	Berlin	83,408,554	357,022	sq	km	(137,847sqmi)	Euro	Greece	Athens	10,445,365	131,957	sq	km	(50,949sqmi)	Euro	H	Hungary	Budapest	9,709,786	93,028	sq	km	(35,918sqmi)	Hungarian	forint	I	Iceland	Reykjavik	370,335	103,000	sq	km	(39,769sqmi)	Icelandic	krna	Ireland	Dublin	4,986,526	70,273	sq	km	(27,133sqmi)	Euro	Italy	Rome	59,240,329	302,068	sq	km	(116,629sqmi)	Euro	K	Kazakhstan	Astana
19,196,465	2,724,900	sq	km	(1,052,090sqmi)	Tenge	Kosovo	Pristina	1,836,529	10,887	sq	km	(4,203sqmi)	Euro	L	Latvia	Riga	1,873,919	64,589	sq	km	(24,938sqmi)	Euro	Liechtenstein	Vaduz	39,039	160	sq	km	(62sqmi)	Swiss	franc	Lithuania	Vilnius	2,786,651	65,300	sq	km	(25,212sqmi)	Euro	Luxembourg	Luxembourg	639,321	2,586	sq	km	(998sqmi)	Euro	M	Malta	Valletta	526,748	316	sq	km	(122sqmi)	Euro	Moldova	Chiinu	3,061,506	33,851	sq	km	(13,070sqmi)	Moldovan	leu	Monaco	Monaco	City	36,686	2	sq	km	(0.8sqmi)	Euro
Montenegro	Podgorica	627,859	13,812	sq	km	(5,333sqmi)	Euro	N	Netherlands	Amsterdam	(official),	The	Hague	(de	facto)	17,501,696	41,543	sq	km	(16,040sqmi)	Euro	North	Macedonia	Skopje	2,103,330	25,713	sq	km	(9,928sqmi)	Macedonian	denar	Norway	Oslo	5,403,021	386,324	sq	km	(149,161sqmi)	Norwegian	krone	P	Poland	Warsaw	38,307,726	312,685	sq	km	(120,728sqmi)	Polish	zoty	Portugal	Lisbon	10,290,103	92,090	sq	km	(35,556sqmi)	Euro	R	Romania	Bucharest	19,328,560	238,391	sq	km	(92,043sqmi)	Romanian	leu
Russia	Moscow	145,102,755	17,125,242	sq	km	(6,612,093sqmi)	Russian	rouble	S	San	Marino	San	Marino	33,745	61	sq	km	(24sqmi)	Euro	Serbia	Belgrade	7,296,769	77,474	sq	km	(29,913sqmi)	Serbian	dinar	Slovakia	Bratislava	5,447,622	49,035	sq	km	(18,933sqmi)	Euro	Slovenia	Ljubljana	2,119,410	20,273	sq	km	(7,827sqmi)	Euro	Spain	Madrid	47,486,935	506,009	sq	km	(195,371sqmi)	Euro	Sweden	Stockholm	10,467,097	450,295	sq	km	(173,860sqmi)	Swedish	krona	Switzerland	Bern	8,691,406	41,277	sq	km	(15,937sqmi)	Swiss
franc	T	Turkey	Ankara	84,775,404	783,562	sq	km	(302,535sqmi)	Turkish	lira	U	Ukraine	Kyiv	43,531,422	576,550	sq	km	(222,607sqmi)	Ukrainian	hryvnia	United	Kingdom	London	67,281,039	266,702	sq	km	(102,974sqmi)	Pound	sterling	V	Vatican	City	Vatican	City	511	0.44	sq	km	(0.17sqmi)	Euro	A,	B,	C,	D,	E,	F,	G,	H,	I,	K,	L,	M,	N,	P,	R,	S,	T,	U,	V,	List	of	Countries	of	Europe	List	of	Dependent	Territories	and	Other	States	of	Europe	Alphabetically	Flag	State/Territory	Capital	Population	(2021)[1]	Area	Currency	Abkhazia	Sukhumi
244,236	8,665	sq	km	(3,345	sq	misqmi)	Abkhazian	apsar,	Russian	ruble	Akrotiri	and	Dhekelia	(UK)	Episkopi	Cantonment	18,195	254	sq	km	(98sqmi)	Euro	land	(Finland)	Mariehamn	30,129	1,581	sq	km	(610sqmi)	Euro	Azores	Ponta	Delgada	(executive),	Angra	do	Herosmo	(judicial)	236,440	2,351	sq	km	(908sqmi)	Euro	Faroe	Islands	Trshavn	54,908	1,393	sq	km	(538sqmi)	Faroese	krna,	Danish	krone	Gibraltar	Gibraltar	32,688	6.8	sq	km	(2.6sqmi)	Pound	sterling,	Gibraltar	pound	Greenland	Nuuk	56,583	2,166,086	sq	km
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krona	(SEK)Time	zoneUTC	to	UTC+2	(WET,	CET,	EET)Summer(DST)UTC+1	to	UTC+3	(WEST,	CEST,	EEST)(see	also	Summer	time	in	Europe)[b]Internet	TLD.eu,	.,	.[c]Websiteeuropean-union.europa.eu	The	European	Union	(EU)	is	a	supranational	political	and	economic	union	of	27	member	states	that	are	located	primarily	in	Europe.[8][9]	The	union	has	a	total	area	of	4,233,255km2	(1,634,469sqmi)	and	an	estimated	population	of	over	449million	as	of	2024.	The	EU	is	often	described	as	a	sui	generis	political	entity	combining
characteristics	of	both	a	federation	and	a	confederation.[10][11]Containing	5.5%	of	the	world	population	in	2023,[12]	EU	member	states	generated	a	nominal	gross	domestic	product	(GDP)	of	around	17.935	trillion	in	2024,	accounting	for	approximately	one	sixth	of	global	economic	output.[13]	Its	cornerstone,	the	Customs	Union,	paved	the	way	to	establishing	an	internal	single	market	based	on	standardised	legal	framework	and	legislation	that	applies	in	all	member	states	in	those	matters,	and	only	those	matters,	where	the	states
have	agreed	to	act	as	one.	EU	policies	aim	to	ensure	the	free	movement	of	people,	goods,	services	and	capital	within	the	internal	market;[14]	enact	legislation	in	justice	and	home	affairs;	and	maintain	common	policies	on	trade,[15]	agriculture,[16]	fisheries	and	regional	development.[17]	Passport	controls	have	been	abolished	for	travel	within	the	Schengen	Area.[18]	The	eurozone	is	a	group	composed	of	the	20	EU	member	states	that	have	fully	implemented	the	EU's	economic	and	monetary	union	and	use	the	euro	currency.
Through	the	Common	Foreign	and	Security	Policy,	the	union	has	developed	a	role	in	external	relations	and	defence.	It	maintains	permanent	diplomatic	missions	throughout	the	world	and	represents	itself	at	the	United	Nations,	the	World	Trade	Organization,	the	G7	and	the	G20.The	EU	was	established,	along	with	its	citizenship,	when	the	Maastricht	Treaty	came	into	force	in	1993,	and	was	incorporated	as	an	international	legal	juridical	person[clarification	needed]	upon	entry	into	force	of	the	Treaty	of	Lisbon	in	2009.[19]	Its
beginnings	can	be	traced	to	the	Inner	Six	states	(Belgium,	France,	Italy,	Luxembourg,	the	Netherlands,	and	West	Germany)	at	the	start	of	modern	European	integration	in	1948,	and	to	the	Western	Union,	the	International	Authority	for	the	Ruhr,	the	European	Coal	and	Steel	Community,	the	European	Economic	Community	and	the	European	Atomic	Energy	Community,	which	were	established	by	treaties.	These	increasingly	amalgamated	bodies	grew,	with	their	legal	successor	the	EU,	both	in	size	through	the	accessions	of	a
further	22	states	from	1973	to	2013,	and	in	power	through	acquisitions	of	policy	areas.In	2012,	the	EU	was	awarded	the	Nobel	Peace	Prize.	In	2020,	the	United	Kingdom	became	the	only	member	state	to	leave	the	EU;	ten	countries	are	aspiring	or	negotiating	to	join	it.This	section	is	an	excerpt	from	Europe	Etymology.[edit]Reconstruction	of	an	early	world	map	made	by	Anaximander	of	the	6th	century	BCE,	dividing	the	known	world	into	three	large	landmasses,	one	of	which	was	named	EuropeThe	place	name	Evros	was	first	used
by	the	ancient	Greeks	to	refer	to	their	northernmost	province,	which	bears	the	same	name	today.	The	principal	river	there	Evros	(today's	Maritsa)	flows	through	the	fertile	valleys	of	Thrace,[20]	which	itself	was	also	called	Europe,	before	the	term	meant	the	continent.[21]In	classical	Greek	mythology,	Europa	(Ancient	Greek:	,	Eurp)	was	a	Phoenician	princess.	One	view	is	that	her	name	derives	from	the	Ancient	Greek	elements	(eurs)	'wide,	broad',	and	(ps,	gen.	,	ps)	'eye,	face,	countenance',	hence	their	composite	Eurp	would	mean
'wide-gazing'	or	'broad	of	aspect'.[22][23][24][25]	Broad	has	been	an	epithet	of	Earth	herself	in	the	reconstructed	Proto-Indo-European	religion	and	the	poetry	devoted	to	it.[22]	An	alternative	view	is	that	of	Robert	Beekes,	who	has	argued	in	favour	of	a	pre-Indo-European	origin	for	the	name,	explaining	that	a	derivation	from	eurus	would	yield	a	different	toponym	than	Europa.	Beekes	has	located	toponyms	related	to	that	of	Europa	in	the	territory	of	ancient	Greece,	and	localities	such	as	that	of	Europos	in	ancient	Macedonia.
[26]There	have	been	attempts	to	connect	Eurp	to	a	Semitic	term	for	west,	this	being	either	Akkadian	erebu	meaning	'to	go	down,	set'	(said	of	the	sun)	or	Phoenician	'ereb	'evening,	west',[25]	which	is	at	the	origin	of	Arabic	maghreb	and	Hebrew	ma'arav.	Martin	Litchfield	West	stated	that	"phonologically,	the	match	between	Europa's	name	and	any	form	of	the	Semitic	word	is	very	poor",[27]	while	Beekes	considers	a	connection	to	Semitic	languages	improbable.[26]Most	major	world	languages	use	words	derived	from	Eurp	or
Europa	to	refer	to	the	continent.	Chinese,	for	example,	uses	the	word	uzhu	(/),	which	is	an	abbreviation	of	the	transliterated	name	ulub	zhu	()	(zhu	means	"continent");	a	similar	Chinese-derived	term	sh	()	is	also	sometimes	used	in	Japanese	such	as	in	the	Japanese	name	of	the	European	Union,	sh	Reng	(),	despite	the	katakana	Yroppa	()	being	more	commonly	used.	In	some	Turkic	languages,	the	originally	Persian	name	Frangistan	("land	of	the	Franks")	is	used	casually	in	referring	to	much	of	Europe,	besides	official	names	such	as
Avrupa	or	Evropa.[28]Main	article:	History	of	the	European	UnionFor	a	chronological	guide,	see	Timeline	of	European	Union	history.Further	information:	Treaties	of	the	European	Union	and	European	integrationAn	Euler	diagram	showing	the	relationships	between	various	multinational	European	organisations	and	agreements	vteFurther	information:	Ideas	of	European	unity	before	1948Internationalism	and	visions	of	European	unity	had	existed	since	well	before	the	19th	century,	but	gained	particularly	as	a	reaction	to	World
War	I	and	its	aftermath.	In	this	light	the	first	advances	for	the	idea	of	European	integration	were	made.	In	1920	John	Maynard	Keynes	proposed	a	European	customs	union	for	the	struggling	post-war	European	economies,[29]	and	in	1923	the	oldest	organisation	for	European	integration,	the	Paneuropean	Union	was	founded,	led	by	Richard	von	Coudenhove-Kalergi,	who	later	would	found	in	June	1947	the	European	Parliamentary	Union	(EPU).	Aristide	Briandwho	was	Prime	Minister	of	France,	a	follower	of	the	Paneuropean	Union,
and	Nobel	Peace	Prize	laureate	for	the	Locarno	Treatiesdelivered	a	widely	recognized	speech	at	the	League	of	Nations	in	Geneva	on	5	September	1929	for	a	federal	Europe	to	secure	Europe	and	settle	the	historic	Franco-German	enmity.[30][31]With	large-scale	war	being	waged	in	Europe	once	again	in	the	1930s	and	becoming	World	War	II,	the	question	of	what	to	fight	against	and	what	for,	had	to	be	agreed	on.	A	first	agreement	was	the	Declaration	of	St	James's	Palace	of	1941,	when	Europe's	resistance	gathered	in	London.
This	was	expanded	on	by	the	1941	Atlantic	Charter,	establishing	the	Allies	and	their	common	goals,	inciting	a	new	wave	of	global	international	institutions	like	the	United	Nations	(founded	1945)	or	the	Bretton	Woods	System	(1944).[32]In	1943	at	the	Moscow	Conference	and	Tehran	Conference,	plans	to	establish	joint	institutions	for	a	post-war	world	and	Europe	increasingly	became	a	part	of	the	agenda.	This	led	to	a	decision	at	the	Yalta	Conference	in	1944	to	form	a	European	Advisory	Commission,	later	replaced	by	the	Council
of	Foreign	Ministers	and	the	Allied	Control	Council,	following	the	German	surrender	and	the	Potsdam	Agreement	in	1945.By	the	end	of	the	war,	European	integration	became	seen	as	an	antidote	to	the	extreme	nationalism	that	had	caused	the	war.[33]	On	19	September	1946,	in	a	much	recognized	speech,	Winston	Churchill,	speaking	at	the	University	of	Zrich,	reiterated	his	calls	since	1930	for	a	"European	Union"	and	"Council	of	Europe",	coincidentally[34]	parallel[clarification	needed]	to	the	Hertenstein	Congress	of	the	Union	of
European	Federalists,[35]	one	of	the	then	founded	and	later	constituent	members	of	the	European	Movement.	One	month	later,	the	French	Union	was	installed	by	the	new	Fourth	French	Republic	to	direct	the	decolonization	of	its	colonies	so	that	they	would	become	parts	of	a	European	community.[36]By	1947	a	growing	rift	between	the	western	Allied	Powers	and	the	Soviet	Union	became	evident	as	a	result	of	the	rigged	1947	Polish	legislative	election,	which	constituted	an	open	breach	of	the	Yalta	Agreement.	March	of	that	year
saw	two	important	developments.	First	was	the	signing	of	the	Treaty	of	Dunkirk	between	France	and	the	United	Kingdom.	The	treaty	assured	mutual	assistance	in	the	event	of	future	military	aggression	against	either	nation.	Though	it	officially	named	Germany	as	a	threat,	in	reality	the	actual	concern	was	for	the	Soviet	Union.	A	few	days	later	came	the	announcement	of	the	Truman	Doctrine	which	pledged	American	support	for	democracies	to	counter	the	Soviets.Main	article:	History	of	European	integration	(19481957)An
excerpt	of	the	Schuman	Declaration,	by	Robert	Schuman	on	9	May	1950	(Europe	Day)Treaty	of	Paris	(1951),	establishing	the	ECSCImmediately	following	the	February	1948	coup	d'tat	by	the	Communist	Party	of	Czechoslovakia,	the	London	Six-Power	Conference	was	held,	resulting	in	the	Soviet	boycott	of	the	Allied	Control	Council	and	its	incapacitation,	an	event	marking	the	beginning	of	the	Cold	War.The	year	1948	marked	the	beginning	of	the	institutionalised	modern	European	integration.	In	March	1948	the	Treaty	of	Brussels
was	signed,	establishing	the	Western	Union	(WU),	followed	by	the	International	Authority	for	the	Ruhr.	Furthermore,	the	Organisation	for	European	Economic	Co-operation	(OEEC),	the	predecessor	of	the	OECD,	was	also	founded	in	1948	to	manage	the	Marshall	Plan,	which	led	to	the	Soviets	creating	Comecon	in	response.	The	ensuing	Hague	Congress	of	May	1948	was	a	pivotal	moment	in	European	integration,	as	it	led	to	the	creation	of	the	European	Movement	International,	the	College	of	Europe[37]	and	most	importantly	to
the	foundation	of	the	Council	of	Europe	on	5	May	1949	(which	is	now	Europe	Day).	The	Council	of	Europe	was	one	of	the	first	institutions	to	bring	the	sovereign	states	of	(then	only	Western)	Europe	together,	raising	great	hopes	and	fevered	debates	in	the	following	two	years	for	further	European	integration.[citation	needed]	It	has	since	been	a	broad	forum	to	further	cooperation	and	shared	issues,	achieving	for	example	the	European	Convention	on	Human	Rights	in	1950.	Essential	for	the	actual	birth	of	the	institutions	of	the	EU
was	the	Schuman	Declaration	on	9	May	1950	(the	day	after	the	fifth	Victory	in	Europe	Day)	and	the	decision	by	six	nations	(France,	Belgium,	Netherlands,	Luxembourg,	West	Germany	and	Italy)	to	follow	Schuman	and	draft	the	Treaty	of	Paris.	This	treaty	was	created	in	1952	the	European	Coal	and	Steel	Community	(ECSC),	which	was	built	on	the	International	Authority	for	the	Ruhr,	installed	by	the	Western	Allies	in	1949	to	regulate	the	coal	and	steel	industries	of	the	Ruhr	area	in	West	Germany.[38]	Backed	by	the	Marshall	Plan
with	large	funds	coming	from	the	United	States	since	1948,	the	ECSC	became	a	milestone	organisation,	enabling	European	economic	development	and	integration	and	being	the	origin	of	the	main	institutions	of	the	EU	such	as	the	European	Commission	and	Parliament.[39]	Founding	fathers	of	the	European	Union	understood	that	coal	and	steel	were	the	two	industries	essential	for	waging	war,	and	believed	that	by	tying	their	national	industries	together,	a	future	war	between	their	nations	became	much	less	likely.[40]In	parallel
with	Schuman,	the	Pleven	Plan	of	1951	tried	but	failed	to	tie	the	institutions	of	the	developing	European	community	under	the	European	Political	Community,	which	was	to	include	the	also	proposed	European	Defence	Community,	an	alternative	to	West	Germany	joining	NATO	which	was	established	in	1949	under	the	Truman	Doctrine.	In	1954	the	Modified	Brussels	Treaty	transformed	the	Western	Union	into	the	Western	European	Union	(WEU).	West	Germany	eventually	joined	both	the	WEU	and	NATO	in	1955,	prompting	the
Soviet	Union	to	form	the	Warsaw	Pact	in	1955	as	an	institutional	framework	for	its	military	domination	in	the	countries	of	Central	and	Eastern	Europe.	Assessing	the	progress	of	European	integration	the	Messina	Conference	was	held	in	1955,	ordering	the	Spaak	report,	which	in	1956	recommended	the	next	significant	steps	of	European	integration.Main	article:	History	of	the	European	Communities	(19581972)Signing	ceremony	of	the	Treaty	of	Rome	(1957),	establishing	the	EECIn	1957,	Belgium,	France,	Italy,	Luxembourg,	the
Netherlands,	and	West	Germany	signed	the	Treaty	of	Rome,	which	created	the	European	Economic	Community	(EEC)	and	established	a	customs	union.	They	also	signed	another	pact	creating	the	European	Atomic	Energy	Community	(Euratom)	for	cooperation	in	developing	nuclear	power.	Both	treaties	came	into	force	in	1958.[40]	Although	the	EEC	and	Euratom	were	created	separately	from	the	ECSC,	they	shared	the	same	courts	and	the	Common	Assembly.	The	EEC	was	headed	by	Walter	Hallstein	(Hallstein	Commission)	and
Euratom	was	headed	by	Louis	Armand	(Armand	Commission)	and	then	tienne	Hirsch	(Hirsch	Commission).[41][42]	The	OEEC	was	in	turn	reformed	in	1961	into	the	Organisation	for	Economic	Co-operation	and	Development	(OECD)	and	its	membership	was	extended	to	states	outside	of	Europe,	the	United	States	and	Canada.	During	the	1960s,	tensions	began	to	show,	with	France	seeking	to	limit	supranational	power.	Nevertheless,	in	1965	an	agreement	was	reached,	and	on	1	July	1967	the	Merger	Treaty	created	a	single	set	of
institutions	for	the	three	communities,	which	were	collectively	referred	to	as	the	European	Communities.[43][44]	Jean	Rey	presided	over	the	first	merged	commission	(Rey	Commission).[45]Main	article:	History	of	the	European	Communities	(19731993)Gerald	Ford	and	the	American	delegation	at	the	CSCE	(1975)In	1973,	the	communities	were	enlarged	to	include	Denmark	(including	Greenland),	Ireland,	and	the	United	Kingdom.[46]	Norway	had	negotiated	to	join	at	the	same	time,	but	Norwegian	voters	rejected	membership	in	a
referendum.	The	Ostpolitik	and	the	ensuing	dtente	led	to	establishment	of	a	first	truly	pan-European	body,	the	Conference	on	Security	and	Co-operation	in	Europe	(CSCE),	predecessor	of	the	modern	Organization	for	Security	and	Co-operation	in	Europe	(OSCE).	In	1979,	the	first	direct	elections	to	the	European	Parliament	were	held.[47]	Greece	joined	in	1981.	In	1985,	Greenland	left	the	Communities,	following	a	dispute	over	fishing	rights.	During	the	same	year,	the	Schengen	Agreement	paved	the	way	for	the	creation	of	open
borders	without	passport	controls	between	most	member	states	and	some	non-member	states.[48]	In	1986,	the	Single	European	Act	was	signed.	Portugal	and	Spain	joined	in	1986.[49]	In	1990,	after	the	fall	of	the	Eastern	Bloc,	the	former	East	Germany	became	part	of	the	communities	as	part	of	a	reunified	Germany.[50]Main	article:	History	of	the	European	Union	(19932004)Maastricht	Treaty	(1992),	establishing	the	EUThe	European	Union	was	formally	established	when	the	Maastricht	Treatywhose	main	architects	were	Horst
Khler,[51]	Helmut	Kohl	and	Franois	Mitterrandcame	into	force	on	1	November	1993.[19][52]	The	treaty	also	gave	the	name	European	Community	to	the	EEC,	even	if	it	was	referred	to	as	such	before	the	treaty.	With	further	enlargement	planned	to	include	the	former	communist	states	of	Central	and	Eastern	Europe,	as	well	as	Cyprus	and	Malta,	the	Copenhagen	criteria	for	candidate	members	to	join	the	EU	were	agreed	upon	in	June	1993.	The	expansion	of	the	EU	introduced	a	new	level	of	complexity	and	discord.[53]	In	1995,
Austria,	Finland,	and	Sweden	joined	the	EU.In	2002,	euro	banknotes	and	coins	replaced	national	currencies	in	12	of	the	member	states.	Since	then,	the	eurozone	has	increased	to	encompass	20	countries.	The	euro	currency	became	the	second-largest	reserve	currency	in	the	world.	In	2004,	the	EU	saw	its	biggest	enlargement	to	date	when	Cyprus,	the	Czech	Republic,	Estonia,	Hungary,	Latvia,	Lithuania,	Malta,	Poland,	Slovakia,	and	Slovenia	joined	the	union.[54]Main	article:	History	of	the	European	Union	(2004present)Signing
ceremony	of	the	Treaty	of	Lisbon	(2007)In	2007,	Bulgaria	and	Romania	became	EU	members.	Later	that	year,	Slovenia	adopted	the	euro,[54]	followed	by	Cyprus	and	Malta	in	2008,	Slovakia	in	2009,	Estonia	in	2011,	Latvia	in	2014,	Lithuania	in	2015,	and	Croatia	in	2023.On	1	December	2009,	the	Lisbon	Treaty	entered	into	force	and	reformed	many	aspects	of	the	EU.	In	particular,	it	changed	the	legal	structure	of	the	European	Union,	merging	the	EU	three	pillars	system	into	a	single	legal	entity	provisioned	with	a	legal
personality,	created	a	permanent	president	of	the	European	Council,	the	first	of	which	was	Herman	Van	Rompuy,	and	strengthened	the	position	of	the	high	representative	of	the	union	for	foreign	affairs	and	security	policy.[55][56]In	2012,	the	EU	received	the	Nobel	Peace	Prize	for	having	"contributed	to	the	advancement	of	peace	and	reconciliation,	democracy,	and	human	rights	in	Europe".[57][58]	In	2013,	Croatia	became	the	28th	EU	member.[59]From	the	beginning	of	the	2010s,	the	cohesion	of	the	European	Union	has	been
tested	by	several	issues,	including	a	debt	crisis	in	some	of	the	eurozone	countries,	a	surge	in	asylum	seekers	in	2015,	and	the	United	Kingdom's	withdrawal	from	the	EU.[60]	A	referendum	in	the	UK	on	its	membership	of	the	European	Union	was	held	in	2016,	with	51.9	per	cent	of	participants	voting	to	leave.[61]	The	UK	formally	notified	the	European	Council	of	its	decision	to	leave	on	29	March	2017,	initiating	the	formal	withdrawal	procedure	for	leaving	the	EU;	following	extensions	to	the	process,	the	UK	left	the	European	Union
on	31	January	2020,	though	most	areas	of	EU	law	continued	to	apply	to	the	UK	for	a	transition	period	which	lasted	until	31	December	2020.[62]The	early	2020s	saw	Denmark	abolishing	one	of	its	three	opt-outs	and	Croatia	adopting	the	Euro.After	the	economic	crisis	caused	by	the	COVID-19	pandemic,	the	EU	leaders	agreed	for	the	first	time	to	create	common	debt	to	finance	the	European	Recovery	Program	called	Next	Generation	EU	(NGEU).[63]On	24	February	2022,	after	massing	on	the	borders	of	Ukraine,	the	Russian	Armed
Forces	undertook	an	attempt	for	a	full-scale	invasion	of	Ukraine.[64][65]	The	European	Union	imposed	heavy	sanctions	on	Russia	and	agreed	on	a	pooled	military	aid	package	to	Ukraine	for	lethal	weapons	funded	via	the	European	Peace	Facility	off-budget	instrument.[66]The	ancient	Roman	Agora	in	Athens	illuminated	with	a	Next	Generation	EU	signNext	Generation	EU	(NGEU)	is	a	European	Commission	economic	recovery	package	to	support	the	EU	member	states	to	recover	from	the	COVID-19	pandemic,	in	particular	those
that	have	been	particularly	hard	hit.	It	is	sometimes	styled	NextGenerationEU	and	Next	Gen	EU,	and	also	called	the	European	Union	Recovery	Instrument.[67]	Agreed	in	principle	by	the	European	Council	on	21	July	2020	and	adopted	on	14	December	2020,	the	instrument	is	worth	750billion.	NGEU	will	operate	from	2021	to	2026,[68]	and	will	be	tied	to	the	regular	20212027	budget	of	the	EU's	Multiannual	Financial	Framework	(MFF).	The	comprehensive	NGEU	and	MFF	packages	are	projected	to	reach	1824.3billion.
[69]Preparing	the	Union	for	a	new	great	enlargement	is	a	political	priority	for	the	Union,	with	the	goal	of	achieving	35	member	states	by	2030.	Institutional	and	budgetary	reforms	are	being	discussed	in	order	for	the	Union	to	be	ready	for	the	new	members.[70][71][72][73]In	May	2024,	concerns	rise,	that	the	outcome	of	the	elections	in	June,	can	undermine	some	of	the	crucial	policies	of	the	EU	in	the	domain	of	environment,	diplomacy,	economy.	The	war	in	Ukraine	by	creating	inflation,	lowering	life	level	created	a	possibility	of
strong	changes	in	the	2024	elections.[74][75]Since	the	end	of	World	War	II,	sovereign	European	countries	have	entered	into	treaties	and	thereby	co-operated	and	harmonised	policies	(or	pooled	sovereignty)	in	an	increasing	number	of	areas,	in	the	European	integration	project	or	the	construction	of	Europe	(French:	la	construction	europenne).	The	following	timeline	outlines	the	legal	inception	of	the	European	Union	(EU)the	principal	framework	for	this	unification.	The	EU	inherited	many	of	its	present	responsibilities	from	the
European	Communities	(EC),	which	were	founded	in	the	1950s	in	the	spirit	of	the	Schuman	Declaration.Legend:S:	signingF:	entry	into	forceT:	terminationE:	expiry	de	facto	supersessionRel.	w/	EC/EU	framework:de	facto	insideoutside	European	Union	(EU)[Cont.]	EuropeanCommunities	(EC)(Pillar	I)EuropeanAtomicEnergyCommunity	(EAEC	or	Euratom)[Cont.]	/	/	/	European	Coal	and	Steel	Community	(ECSC)(Distr.	of	competences)European	Economic	Community	(EEC)Schengen	RulesEuropeanCommunity	(EC)TREVIJustice	and
Home	Affairs	(JHA,	pillar	III)	/	North	Atlantic	Treaty	Organisation	(NATO)[Cont.]Police	and	Judicial	Co-operation	in	Criminal	Matters	(PJCC,	pillar	III)	Anglo-French	alliance[Defence	arm	handed	to	NATO]European	Political	Co-operation(EPC)Common	Foreign	and	Security	Policy(CFSP,	pillar	II)	Western	Union	(WU)	/	Western	European	Union	(WEU)[Tasks	defined	following	the	WEU's	1984	reactivation	handed	to	the	EU][Social,	cultural	tasks	handed	to	CoE][Cont.]vte	Council	of	Europe	(CoE)Entente	CordialeS:	8	April
1904Dunkirk	Treaty[i]S:	4	March	1947F:	8	September	1947E:	8	September	1997Brussels	Treaty[i]S:	17	March	1948F:	25	August	1948T:	30	June	2011London	and	Washington	treaties[i]S:	5	May/4	April	1949F:	3	August/24	August	1949Paris	treaties:	ECSC	and	EDC[ii]S:	18	April	1951/27	May	1952F:	23	July	1952/?E:	23	July	2002/Protocol	Modifying	andCompleting	the	Brussels	Treaty[i]S:	23	October	1954F:	6	May	1955Rome	treaties:	EEC	and	EAECS:	25	March	1957F:	1	January	1958WEU-CoE	agreement[i]S:	21	October	1959F:	1
January	1960Brussels	(Merger)	Treaty[iii]S:	8	April	1965F:	1	July	1967Davignon	reportS:	27	October	1970European	Council	conclusionsS:	2	December	1975Single	European	Act	(SEA)S:	17/28	February	1986F:	1	July	1987Schengen	Treaty	and	ConventionS:	14	June	1985/19	June	1990F:	26	March	1995Maastricht	Treaty[iv][v]S:	7	February	1992F:	1	November	1993Amsterdam	TreatyS:	2	October	1997F:	1	May	1999Nice	TreatyS:	26	February	2001F:	1	February	2003Lisbon	Treaty[vi]S:	13	December	2007F:	1	December	2009^	a	b
c	d	e	Although	not	EU	treaties	per	se,	these	treaties	affected	the	development	of	the	EU	defence	arm,	a	main	part	of	the	CFSP.	The	Franco-British	alliance	established	by	the	Dunkirk	Treaty	was	de	facto	superseded	by	WU.	The	CFSP	pillar	was	bolstered	by	some	of	the	security	structures	that	had	been	established	within	the	remit	of	the	1955	Modified	Brussels	Treaty	(MBT).	The	Brussels	Treaty	was	terminated	in	2011,	consequently	dissolving	the	WEU,	as	the	mutual	defence	clause	that	the	Lisbon	Treaty	provided	for	EU	was
considered	to	render	the	WEU	superfluous.	The	EU	thus	de	facto	superseded	the	WEU.^	Plans	to	establish	a	European	Political	Community	(EPC)	were	shelved	following	the	French	failure	to	ratify	the	Treaty	establishing	the	European	Defence	Community	(EDC).	The	EPC	would	have	combined	the	ECSC	and	the	EDC.^	The	European	Communities	obtained	common	institutions	and	a	shared	legal	personality	(i.e.	ability	to	e.g.	sign	treaties	in	their	own	right).^	The	treaties	of	Maastricht	and	Rome	form	the	EU's	legal	basis,	and	are
also	referred	to	as	the	Treaty	on	European	Union	(TEU)	and	the	Treaty	on	the	Functioning	of	the	European	Union	(TFEU),	respectively.	They	are	amended	by	secondary	treaties.^	Between	the	EU's	founding	in	1993	and	consolidation	in	2009,	the	union	consisted	of	three	pillars,	the	first	of	which	were	the	European	Communities.	The	other	two	pillars	consisted	of	additional	areas	of	cooperation	that	had	been	added	to	the	EU's	remit.^	The	consolidation	meant	that	the	EU	inherited	the	European	Communities'	legal	personality	and
that	the	pillar	system	was	abolished,	resulting	in	the	EU	framework	as	such	covering	all	policy	areas.	Executive/legislative	power	in	each	area	was	instead	determined	by	a	distribution	of	competencies	between	EU	institutions	and	member	states.	This	distribution,	as	well	as	treaty	provisions	for	policy	areas	in	which	unanimity	is	required	and	qualified	majority	voting	is	possible,	reflects	the	depth	of	EU	integration	as	well	as	the	EU's	partly	supranational	and	partly	intergovernmental	nature.Main	article:	Politics	of	the	European
UnionThe	European	Union	operates	through	a	hybrid	system	of	supranational	and	intergovernmental	decision-making,[76][77]	and	according	to	the	principle	of	conferral	(which	says	that	it	should	act	only	within	the	limits	of	the	competences	conferred	on	it	by	the	treaties)	and	of	subsidiarity	(which	says	that	it	should	act	only	where	an	objective	cannot	be	sufficiently	achieved	by	the	member	states	acting	alone).	Laws	made	by	the	EU	institutions	are	passed	in	a	variety	of	forms.[78]	Generally	speaking,	they	can	be	classified	into
two	groups:	those	which	come	into	force	without	the	necessity	for	national	implementation	measures	(regulations)	and	those	which	specifically	require	national	implementation	measures	(directives).[d]EU	policy	is	in	general	promulgated	by	EU	directives,	which	are	then	implemented	in	the	domestic	legislation	of	its	member	states,	and	EU	regulations,	which	are	immediately	enforceable	in	all	member	states.	Lobbying	at	the	EU	level	by	special	interest	groups	is	regulated	to	try	to	balance	the	aspirations	of	private	initiatives	with
public	interest	decision-making	process.[79]Main	article:	Member	state	of	the	European	UnionMap	showing	the	member	states	of	the	European	Union	(clickable)Through	successive	enlargements,	the	EU	and	its	predecessors	have	grown	from	the	six	founding	states	of	the	EEC	to	27	members.	Countries	accede	to	the	union	by	becoming	a	party	to	the	founding	treaties,	thereby	subjecting	themselves	to	the	privileges	and	obligations	of	EU	membership.	This	entails	a	partial	delegation	of	sovereignty	to	the	institutions	in	return	for
representation	within	those	institutions,	a	practice	often	referred	to	as	"pooling	of	sovereignty".[80][81]	In	some	policies,	there	are	several	member	states	that	ally	with	strategic	partners	within	the	union.	Examples	of	such	alliances	include	the	Baltic	Assembly,	the	Benelux	Union,	the	Bucharest	Nine,	the	Craiova	Group,	the	EU	Med	Group,	the	Lublin	Triangle,	the	New	Hanseatic	League,	the	Three	Seas	Initiative,	the	Visegrd	Group,	and	the	Weimar	Triangle.To	become	a	member,	a	country	must	meet	the	Copenhagen	criteria,
defined	at	the	1993	meeting	of	the	European	Council	in	Copenhagen.	These	require	a	stable	democracy	that	respects	human	rights	and	the	rule	of	law;	a	functioning	market	economy;	and	the	acceptance	of	the	obligations	of	membership,	including	EU	law.	Evaluation	of	a	country's	fulfilment	of	the	criteria	is	the	responsibility	of	the	European	Council.[82]The	four	countries	forming	the	European	Free	Trade	Association	(EFTA)	are	not	EU	members,	but	have	partly	committed	to	the	EU's	economy	and	regulations:	Iceland,
Liechtenstein	and	Norway,	which	are	a	part	of	the	single	market	through	the	European	Economic	Area,	and	Switzerland,	which	has	similar	ties	through	bilateral	treaties.[83][84]	The	relationships	of	the	European	microstates	Andorra,	Monaco,	San	Marino,	and	Vatican	City	include	the	use	of	the	euro	and	other	areas	of	co-operation.[85]List	of	member	states	in	the	European	UnionStateAccessionto	EUAccessionto	EUpredecessorPopulation(2024)[5]AreaPopulationdensityAustria1	January
19959,158,75083,855km2(32,377sqmi)109Belgium	Founder	(1993)23	July	195211,832,04930,528km2(11,787sqmi)388Bulgaria1	January	20076,445,481110,994km2(42,855sqmi)58Croatia1	July	20133,861,96756,594km2(21,851sqmi)68Cyprus1	May	2004933,5059,251km2(3,572sqmi)101Czech	Republic1	May	200410,900,55578,866km2(30,450sqmi)138Denmark	Founder	(1993)1	January	19735,961,24943,075km2(16,631sqmi)138Estonia1	May	20041,374,68745,227km2(17,462sqmi)30Finland1	January
19955,603,851338,424km2(130,666sqmi)17France	Founder	(1993)23	July	195268,401,997640,679km2(247,368sqmi)107Germany	Founder	(1993)23	July	1952[e]83,445,000357,021km2(137,847sqmi)234Greece	Founder	(1993)1	January	198110,397,193131,990km2(50,960sqmi)79Hungary1	May	20049,584,62793,030km2(35,920sqmi)103Ireland	Founder	(1993)1	January	19735,343,80570,273km2(27,133sqmi)76Italy	Founder	(1993)23	July	195258,989,749301,338km2(116,347sqmi)196Latvia1	May
20041,871,88264,589km2(24,938sqmi)29Lithuania1	May	20042,885,89165,200km2(25,200sqmi)44Luxembourg	Founder	(1993)23	July	1952672,0502,586km2(998sqmi)260Malta1	May	2004563,443316km2(122sqmi)1,783Netherlands	Founder	(1993)23	July	195217,942,94241,543km2(16,040sqmi)432Poland1	May	200436,620,970312,685km2(120,728sqmi)117Portugal	Founder	(1993)1	January	198610,639,72692,390km2(35,670sqmi)115Romania1	January	200719,064,409238,391km2(92,043sqmi)80Slovakia1	May
20045,424,68749,035km2(18,933sqmi)111Slovenia1	May	20042,123,94920,273km2(7,827sqmi)105Spain	Founder	(1993)1	January	198648,610,458504,030km2(194,610sqmi)96Sweden1	January	199510,551,707449,964km2(173,732sqmi)23European	Union449,206,5794,233,262km2(1,634,472sqmi)106Main	article:	Nomenclature	of	Territorial	Units	for	StatisticsSubdivisions	of	member-states	are	based	on	the	Nomenclature	of	Territorial	Units	for	Statistics	(NUTS),	a	geocode	standard	for	statistical	purposes.	The	standard,
adopted	in	2003,	is	developed	and	regulated	by	the	European	Union,	and	thus	only	covers	the	member	states	of	the	EU	in	detail.	The	Nomenclature	of	Territorial	Units	for	Statistics	is	instrumental	in	the	European	Union's	Structural	Funds	and	Cohesion	Fund	delivery	mechanisms	and	for	locating	the	area	where	goods	and	services	subject	to	European	public	procurement	legislation	are	to	be	delivered.Maps	of	Nomenclature	of	Territorial	Units	for	Statistics	(NUTS)	subdivisions	(prior	to	2018,	including	non-EU	member
states)NUTS	1NUTS	2NUTS	3Main	article:	Potential	enlargement	of	the	European	UnionThere	are	nine	countries	that	are	recognised	as	candidates	for	membership:	Albania,	Bosnia	and	Herzegovina,	Georgia,	Moldova,	Montenegro,	North	Macedonia,	Serbia,	Turkey,	and	Ukraine.[86][87][88][89][90]	Norway,	Switzerland	and	Iceland	have	submitted	membership	applications	in	the	past,	but	subsequently	frozen	or	withdrawn	them.[91]	Additionally	Kosovo	is	officially	recognised	as	a	potential	candidate,[86][92]	and	submitted	a
membership	application.[93]Article	50	of	the	Lisbon	Treaty	provides	the	basis	for	a	member	to	leave	the	EU.	Two	territories	have	left	the	union:	Greenland	(an	autonomous	province	of	Denmark)	withdrew	in	1985;[94]	the	United	Kingdom	formally	invoked	Article	50	of	the	Consolidated	Treaty	on	European	Union	in	2017,	and	became	the	only	sovereign	state	to	leave	when	it	withdrew	from	the	EU	in	2020.Main	articles:	Bodies	of	the	European	Union	and	the	Euratom,	Institutions	of	the	European	Union,	and	Subsidiarity	(European
Union)	EU	competencesMember	states	retain	in	principle	all	powers	except	those	that	they	have	agreed	collectively	to	delegate	to	the	Union	as	a	whole,	though	the	exact	delimitation	has	on	occasions	become	a	subject	of	scholarly	or	legal	disputes.[95][96]In	certain	fields,	members	have	awarded	exclusive	competence	and	exclusive	mandate	to	the	Union.	These	are	areas	in	which	member	states	have	entirely	renounced	their	own	capacity	to	enact	legislation.	In	other	areas,	the	EU	and	its	member	states	share	the	competence	to
legislate.	While	both	can	legislate,	the	member	states	can	only	legislate	to	the	extent	to	which	the	EU	has	not.	In	other	policy	areas,	the	EU	can	only	co-ordinate,	support	and	supplement	member	state	action	but	cannot	enact	legislation	with	the	aim	of	harmonising	national	laws.[97]	That	a	particular	policy	area	falls	into	a	certain	category	of	competence	is	not	necessarily	indicative	of	what	legislative	procedure	is	used	for	enacting	legislation	within	that	policy	area.	Different	legislative	procedures	are	used	within	the	same
category	of	competence,	and	even	with	the	same	policy	area.	The	distribution	of	competences	in	various	policy	areas	between	member	states	and	the	union	is	divided	into	the	following	three	categories:Competences	of	the	European	Union	in	relation	to	those	of	its	member	states[98]viewtalkeditExclusive	competenceShared	competenceSupporting	competenceThe	Union	has	exclusive	competence	to	make	directives	and	conclude	international	agreements	when	provided	for	in	a	Union	legislative	act	as	to	the	customs	unionthe
establishing	of	the	competition	rules	necessary	for	the	functioning	of	the	internal	marketmonetary	policy	for	the	Member	States	whose	currency	is	the	eurothe	conservation	of	marine	biological	resources	under	the	common	fisheries	policyCommon	Commercial	Policyconclusion	of	certain	international	agreementsMember	States	cannot	exercise	competence	in	areas	where	the	Union	has	done	so,	that	is	the	internal	marketsocial	policy,	for	the	aspects	defined	in	this	Treatyeconomic,	social	and	territorial	cohesionagriculture	and
fisheries,	excluding	the	conservation	of	marine	biological	resourcesenvironmentconsumer	protectiontransporttrans-European	networksenergythe	area	of	freedom,	security	and	justicecommon	safety	concerns	in	public	health	matters,	for	the	aspects	defined	in	this	TreatyUnion	exercise	of	competence	shall	not	result	in	Member	States	being	prevented	from	exercising	theirs	in	research,	technological	development	and(outer)	spacedevelopment	cooperation,	humanitarian	aidThe	Union	coordinates	Member	States	policies	or
implements	supplemental	to	their	common	policies	not	covered	elsewhere	in	the	coordination	of	economic,	employment	and	social	policiescommon	foreign,	security	and	defence	policiesThe	Union	can	carry	out	actions	to	support,	coordinate	or	supplement	Member	States'	actions	in	the	protection	and	improvement	of	human	healthindustryculturetourismeducation,	youth,	sport	and	vocational	trainingcivil	protection	(disaster	prevention)administrative	cooperationThe	European	Union	has	seven	principal	decision-making	bodies,	its
institutions:	the	European	Parliament,	the	European	Council,	the	Council	of	the	European	Union,	the	European	Commission,	the	Court	of	Justice	of	the	European	Union,	the	European	Central	Bank	and	the	European	Court	of	Auditors.	Competence	in	scrutinising	and	amending	legislation	is	shared	between	the	Council	of	the	European	Union	and	the	European	Parliament,	while	executive	tasks	are	performed	by	the	European	Commission	and	in	a	limited	capacity	by	the	European	Council	(not	to	be	confused	with	the	aforementioned
Council	of	the	European	Union).	The	monetary	policy	of	the	eurozone	is	determined	by	the	European	Central	Bank.	The	interpretation	and	the	application	of	EU	law	and	the	treaties	are	ensured	by	the	Court	of	Justice	of	the	European	Union.	The	EU	budget	is	scrutinised	by	the	European	Court	of	Auditors.	There	are	also	a	number	of	ancillary	bodies	which	advise	the	EU	or	operate	in	a	specific	area.Main	article:	Bodies	of	the	European	Union	and	the	EuratomMain	articles:	European	Council	and	European	CommissionAntnio
Costa,President	of	the	European	CouncilUrsula	von	der	Leyen,President	of	the	European	CommissionThe	Union's	executive	branch	is	organised	as	a	directorial	system,	where	the	executive	power	is	jointly	exercised	by	several	people.	The	executive	branch	consists	of	the	European	Council	and	European	Commission.The	European	Council	sets	the	broad	political	direction	of	the	Union.	It	convenes	at	least	four	times	a	year	and	comprises	the	president	of	the	European	Council	(presently	Antnio	Costa),	the	president	of	the	European
Commission	and	one	representative	per	member	state	(either	its	head	of	state	or	head	of	government).	The	high	representative	of	the	union	for	foreign	affairs	and	security	policy	(presently	Kaja	Kallas)	also	takes	part	in	its	meetings.	Described	by	some	as	the	union's	"supreme	political	leadership",[99]	it	is	actively	involved	in	the	negotiation	of	treaty	changes	and	defines	the	EU's	policy	agenda	and	strategies.	Its	leadership	role	involves	solving	disputes	between	member	states	and	the	institutions,	and	to	resolving	any	political
crises	or	disagreements	over	controversial	issues	and	policies.	It	acts	as	a	"collective	head	of	state"	and	ratifies	important	documents	(for	example,	international	agreements	and	treaties).[100]	Tasks	for	the	president	of	the	European	Council	are	ensuring	the	external	representation	of	the	EU,[101]	driving	consensus	and	resolving	divergences	among	member	states,	both	during	meetings	of	the	European	Council	and	over	the	periods	between	them.	The	European	Council	should	not	be	mistaken	for	the	Council	of	Europe,	an
international	organisation	independent	of	the	EU	and	based	in	Strasbourg.The	European	Commission	acts	both	as	the	EU's	executive	arm,	responsible	for	the	day-to-day	running	of	the	EU,	and	also	the	legislative	initiator,	with	the	sole	power	to	propose	laws	for	debate.[102][103][104]	The	commission	is	'guardian	of	the	Treaties'	and	is	responsible	for	their	efficient	operation	and	policing.[105]	It	has	27	European	commissioners	for	different	areas	of	policy,	one	from	each	member	state,	though	commissioners	are	bound	to
represent	the	interests	of	the	EU	as	a	whole	rather	than	their	home	state.	The	leader	of	the	27	is	the	president	of	the	European	Commission	(presently	Ursula	von	der	Leyen	for	20192024,	reelected	for	the	20242029	term),	proposed	by	the	European	Council,	following	and	taking	into	account	the	result	of	the	European	elections,	and	is	then	elected	by	the	European	Parliament.[106]	The	President	retains,	as	the	leader	responsible	for	the	entire	cabinet,	the	final	say	in	accepting	or	rejecting	a	candidate	submitted	for	a	given
portfolio	by	a	member	state,	and	oversees	the	commission's	permanent	civil	service.	After	the	President,	the	most	prominent	commissioner	is	the	high	representative	of	the	union	for	foreign	affairs	and	security	policy,	who	is	ex-officio	a	vice-president	of	the	European	Commission	and	is	also	chosen	by	the	European	Council.[107]	The	other	25	commissioners	are	subsequently	appointed	by	the	Council	of	the	European	Union	in	agreement	with	the	nominated	president.	The	27	commissioners	as	a	single	body	are	subject	to	approval
(or	otherwise)	by	a	vote	of	the	European	Parliament.	All	commissioners	are	first	nominated	by	the	government	of	the	respective	member	state.[108]Main	articles:	Council	of	the	European	Union	and	European	ParliamentRoberta	Metsola,President	of	the	European	ParliamentThe	council,	as	it	is	now	simply	called[109]	(also	called	the	Council	of	the	European	Union[110]	and	the	"Council	of	Ministers",	its	former	title),[111]	forms	one	half	of	the	EU's	legislature.	It	consists	of	a	representative	from	each	member	state's	government
and	meets	in	different	compositions	depending	on	the	policy	area	being	addressed.	Notwithstanding	its	different	configurations,	it	is	considered	to	be	one	single	body.	In	addition	to	the	legislative	functions,	members	of	the	council	also	have	executive	responsibilities,	such	as	the	development	of	a	Common	Foreign	and	Security	Policy	and	the	coordination	of	broad	economic	policies	within	the	Union.[112]	The	Presidency	of	the	council	rotates	between	member	states,	with	each	holding	it	for	six	months.	Beginning	on	1	July	2024,
the	position	is	held	by	Hungary.[113]The	European	Parliament	is	one	of	three	legislative	institutions	of	the	EU,	which	together	with	the	Council	of	the	European	Union	is	tasked	with	amending	and	approving	the	European	Commission's	proposals.	705	members	of	the	European	Parliament	(MEPs)	are	directly	elected	by	EU	citizens	every	five	years	on	the	basis	of	proportional	representation.	MEPs	are	elected	on	a	national	basis	and	they	sit	according	to	political	groups	rather	than	their	nationality.	Each	country	has	a	set	number
of	seats	and	is	divided	into	sub-national	constituencies	where	this	does	not	affect	the	proportional	nature	of	the	voting	system.[114]	In	the	ordinary	legislative	procedure,	the	European	Commission	proposes	legislation,	which	requires	the	joint	approval	of	the	European	Parliament	and	the	Council	of	the	European	Union	to	pass.	This	process	applies	to	nearly	all	areas,	including	the	EU	budget.	The	parliament	is	the	final	body	to	approve	or	reject	the	proposed	membership	of	the	commission,	and	can	attempt	motions	of	censure	on
the	commission	by	appeal	to	the	Court	of	Justice.	The	president	of	the	European	Parliament	carries	out	the	role	of	speaker	in	Parliament	and	represents	it	externally.	The	president	and	vice-presidents	are	elected	by	MEPs	every	two	and	a	half	years.[115]Main	article:	Court	of	Justice	of	the	European	UnionKoen	Lenaerts,President	of	the	Court	of	JusticeThe	judicial	branch	of	the	European	Union	is	formally	called	the	Court	of	Justice	of	the	European	Union	(CJEU)	and	consists	of	two	courts:	the	Court	of	Justice	and	the	General
Court.[116]	The	Court	of	Justice	is	the	supreme	court	of	the	European	Union	in	matters	of	European	Union	law.	As	a	part	of	the	CJEU,	it	is	tasked	with	interpreting	EU	law	and	ensuring	its	uniform	application	across	all	EU	member	states	under	Article	263	of	the	Treaty	of	the	Functioning	of	the	European	Union	(TFEU).	The	Court	was	established	in	1952,	and	is	based	in	Luxembourg.	It	is	composed	of	one	judge	per	member	state	currently	27	although	it	normally	hears	cases	in	panels	of	three,	five	or	fifteen	judges.	The	Court	has
been	led	by	president	Koen	Lenaerts	since	2015.	The	CJEU	is	the	highest	court	of	the	European	Union	in	matters	of	Union	law.	Its	case-law	provides	that	EU	law	has	supremacy	over	any	national	law	that	is	inconsistent	with	EU	law.[117]	It	is	not	possible	to	appeal	against	the	decisions	of	national	courts	in	the	CJEU,	but	rather	national	courts	refer	questions	of	EU	law	to	the	CJEU.	However,	it	is	ultimately	for	the	national	court	to	apply	the	resulting	interpretation	to	the	facts	of	any	given	case.	Although,	only	courts	of	final	appeal
are	bound	to	refer	a	question	of	EU	law	when	one	is	addressed.	The	treaties	give	the	CJEU	the	power	for	consistent	application	of	EU	law	across	the	EU	as	a	whole.	The	court	also	acts	as	an	administrative	and	constitutional	court	between	the	other	EU	institutions	and	the	Member	States	and	can	annul	or	invalidate	unlawful	acts	of	EU	institutions,	bodies,	offices	and	agencies.The	General	Court	is	a	constituent	court	of	the	European	Union.	It	hears	actions	taken	against	the	institutions	of	the	European	Union	by	individuals	and
member	states,	although	certain	matters	are	reserved	for	the	Court	of	Justice.	Decisions	of	the	General	Court	can	be	appealed	to	the	Court	of	Justice,	but	only	on	a	point	of	law.	Prior	to	the	coming	into	force	of	the	Lisbon	Treaty	on	1	December	2009,	it	was	known	as	the	Court	of	First	Instance.This	section	does	not	cite	any	sources.	Please	help	improve	this	section	by	adding	citations	to	reliable	sources.	Unsourced	material	may	be	challenged	and	removed.	(December	2023)	(Learn	how	and	when	to	remove	this	message)Christine
Lagarde,President	of	the	European	Central	BankThe	European	Central	Bank	(ECB)	is	one	of	the	institutions	of	the	monetary	branch	of	the	European	Union,	the	prime	component	of	the	Eurosystem	and	the	European	System	of	Central	Banks.	It	is	one	of	the	world's	most	important	central	banks.	The	ECB	Governing	Council	makes	monetary	policy	for	the	eurozone	and	the	European	Union,	administers	the	foreign	exchange	reserves	of	EU	member	states,	engages	in	foreign	exchange	operations,	and	defines	the	intermediate
monetary	objectives	and	key	interest	rate	of	the	EU.	The	ECB	Executive	Board	enforces	the	policies	and	decisions	of	the	Governing	Council,	and	may	direct	the	national	central	banks	when	doing	so.	The	ECB	has	the	exclusive	right	to	authorise	the	issuance	of	euro	banknotes.	Member	states	can	issue	euro	coins,	but	the	volume	must	be	approved	by	the	ECB	beforehand.	The	bank	also	operates	the	T2	(RTGS)	payments	system.	The	European	System	of	Central	Banks	(ESCB)	consists	of	the	ECB	and	the	national	central	banks
(NCBs)	of	all	27	member	states	of	the	European	Union.	The	ESCB	is	not	the	monetary	authority	of	the	eurozone,	because	not	all	EU	member	states	have	joined	the	euro.	The	ESCB's	objective	is	price	stability	throughout	the	European	Union.	Secondarily,	the	ESCB's	goal	is	to	improve	monetary	and	financial	cooperation	between	the	Eurosystem	and	member	states	outside	the	eurozone.The	European	Court	of	Auditors	(ECA)	is	the	auditory	branch	of	the	European	Union.	It	was	established	in	1975	in	Luxembourg	in	order	to
improve	EU	financial	management.	It	has	27	members	(1	from	each	EU	member-state)	supported	by	approximately	800	civil	servants.	The	European	Personnel	Selection	Office	(EPSO)	is	the	EU's	civil	service	recruitment	body	and	operates	its	selection	of	candidates	via	generalist	and	specialist	competitions.	Each	institution	is	then	able	to	recruit	staff	from	among	the	pool	of	candidates	selected	by	EPSO.	On	average,	EPSO	receives	around	60,00070,000	applications	a	year	with	around	1,5002,000	candidates	recruited	by	the
European	Union	institutions.	The	European	Ombudsman	is	the	ombudsman	branch	of	the	European	Union	that	holds	the	institutions,	bodies	and	agencies	of	the	EU	to	account,	and	promotes	good	administration.	The	Ombudsman	helps	people,	businesses	and	organisations	facing	problems	with	the	EU	administration	by	investigating	complaints,	as	well	as	by	proactively	looking	into	broader	systemic	issues.	The	current	Ombudsman	is	Emily	O'Reilly.	The	European	Public	Prosecutor's	Office	(EPPO)	is	the	prosecutory	branch	of	the
union	with	juridical	personality,	established	under	the	Treaty	of	Lisbon	between	23	of	the	27	states	of	the	EU	following	the	method	of	enhanced	cooperation.	It	is	based	in	Kirchberg,	Luxembourg	City	alongside	the	Court	of	Justice	of	the	European	Union	and	the	European	Court	of	AuditorsMain	article:	Budget	of	the	European	UnionEU	funding	programmes	20142020(1,087	billion)[118]Sustainable	Growth/Natural	Resources	(38.6%)Competitiveness	for	Growth	and	Jobs	(13.1%)Global	Europe	(6.1%)Economic,	Territorial	and
Social	Cohesion	(34.1%)Administration	(6.4%)Security	and	Citizenship	(1.7%)The	European	Union	had	an	agreed	budget	of	170.6billion	in	2022.	The	EU	had	a	long-term	budget	of	1,082.5	billion	for	the	period	20142020,	representing	1.02%	of	the	EU-28's	GNI.	In	1960,	the	budget	of	the	European	Community	was	0.03	per	cent	of	GDP.[119]Of	this,	54bn	subsidised	agriculture	enterprise,	42bn	was	spent	on	transport,	building	and	the	environment,	16bn	on	education	and	research,	13bn	on	welfare,	20bn	on	foreign	and	defence
policy,	2bn	in	finance,	2bn	in	energy,	1.5bn	in	communications,	and	13bn	in	administration.In	November	2020,	two	members	of	the	union,	Hungary	and	Poland,	blocked	approval	to	the	EU's	budget	at	a	meeting	in	the	Committee	of	Permanent	Representatives	(Coreper),	citing	a	proposal	that	linked	funding	with	adherence	to	the	rule	of	law.	The	budget	included	a	COVID-19	recovery	fund	of	750billion.[120][121]	The	budget	was	finally	approved	by	12	December	when	Hungary	and	Poland	withdrew	their	vetoes	after	further
negotiations	in	the	council	and	the	European	Council.[122]Bodies	combatting	fraud	have	also	been	established,	including	the	European	Anti-fraud	Office	and	the	European	Public	Prosecutor's	Office.	The	latter	is	a	decentralized	independent	body	of	the	European	Union	(EU),	established	under	the	Treaty	of	Lisbon	between	22	of	the	27	states	of	the	EU	following	the	method	of	enhanced	cooperation.[123]	The	European	Public	Prosecutor's	Office	investigate	and	prosecute	fraud	against	the	budget	of	the	European	Union	and	other
crimes	against	the	EU's	financial	interests	including	fraud	concerning	EU	funds	of	over	10,000	and	cross-border	VAT	fraud	cases	involving	damages	above	10	million.Main	article:	European	Union	lawFurther	information:	European	Union	legislative	procedureSee	also:	Treaties	of	the	European	Union	and	European	Citizens'	InitiativeOrganigram	of	the	political	system	of	the	UnionConstitutionally,	the	EU	bears	some	resemblance	to	both	a	confederation	and	a	federation,[124][125]	but	has	not	formally	defined	itself	as	either.	(It
does	not	have	a	formal	constitution:	its	status	is	defined	by	the	Treaty	of	European	Union	and	the	Treaty	on	the	Functioning	of	the	European	Union).	It	is	more	integrated	than	a	traditional	confederation	of	states	because	the	general	level	of	government	widely	employs	qualified	majority	voting	in	some	decision-making	among	the	member	states,	rather	than	relying	exclusively	on	unanimity.[126][127]	It	is	less	integrated	than	a	federal	state	because	it	is	not	a	state	in	its	own	right:	sovereignty	continues	to	flow	'from	the	bottom
up',	from	the	several	peoples	of	the	separate	member	states,	rather	than	from	a	single	undifferentiated	whole.	This	is	reflected	in	the	fact	that	the	member	states	remain	the	'masters	of	the	Treaties',	retaining	control	over	the	allocation	of	competences	to	the	union	through	constitutional	change	(thus	retaining	so-called	Kompetenz-kompetenz);	in	that	they	retain	control	of	the	use	of	armed	force;	they	retain	control	of	taxation;	and	in	that	they	retain	a	right	of	unilateral	withdrawal	under	Article	50	of	the	Treaty	on	European	Union.
In	addition,	the	principle	of	subsidiarity	requires	that	only	those	matters	that	need	to	be	determined	collectively	are	so	determined.Under	the	principle	of	supremacy,	national	courts	are	required	to	enforce	the	treaties	that	their	member	states	have	ratified,	even	if	doing	so	requires	them	to	ignore	conflicting	national	law,	and	(within	limits)	even	constitutional	provisions.[f]	The	direct	effect	and	supremacy	doctrines	were	not	explicitly	set	out	in	the	European	Treaties	but	were	developed	by	the	Court	of	Justice	itself	over	the	1960s,
apparently	under	the	influence	of	its	then	most	influential	judge,	Frenchman	Robert	Lecourt.[128]	The	question	whether	the	secondary	law	enacted	by	the	EU	has	a	comparable	status	in	relation	to	national	legislation,	has	been	a	matter	of	debate	among	legal	scholars.The	European	Union	is	based	on	a	series	of	treaties.	These	first	established	the	European	Community	and	the	EU,	and	then	made	amendments	to	those	founding	treaties.[129]	These	are	power-giving	treaties	which	set	broad	policy	goals	and	establish	institutions
with	the	necessary	legal	powers	to	implement	those	goals.	These	legal	powers	include	the	ability	to	enact	legislation[g]	which	can	directly	affect	all	member	states	and	their	inhabitants.[h]	The	EU	has	legal	personality,	with	the	right	to	sign	agreements	and	international	treaties.[130]The	main	legal	acts	of	the	European	Union	come	in	three	forms:	regulations,	directives,	and	decisions.	Regulations	become	law	in	all	member	states	the	moment	they	come	into	force,	without	the	requirement	for	any	implementing	measures,[i]	and
automatically	override	conflicting	domestic	provisions.[g]	Directives	require	member	states	to	achieve	a	certain	result	while	leaving	them	discretion	as	to	how	to	achieve	the	result.	The	details	of	how	they	are	to	be	implemented	are	left	to	member	states.[j]	When	the	time	limit	for	implementing	directives	passes,	they	may,	under	certain	conditions,	have	direct	effect	in	national	law	against	member	states.	Decisions	offer	an	alternative	to	the	two	above	modes	of	legislation.	They	are	legal	acts	which	only	apply	to	specified
individuals,	companies	or	a	particular	member	state.	They	are	most	often	used	in	competition	law,	or	on	rulings	on	State	Aid,	but	are	also	frequently	used	for	procedural	or	administrative	matters	within	the	institutions.	Regulations,	directives,	and	decisions	are	of	equal	legal	value	and	apply	without	any	formal	hierarchy.[131]Main	article:	Foreign	relations	of	the	European	UnionSee	also:	European	External	Action	ServiceKaja	Kallas,High	Representative	for	Foreign	Affairs	and	Security	PolicyForeign	policy	co-operation	between
member	states	dates	from	the	establishment	of	the	community	in	1957,	when	member	states	negotiated	as	a	bloc	in	international	trade	negotiations	under	the	EU's	common	commercial	policy.[132]	Steps	for	more	wide-ranging	co-ordination	in	foreign	relations	began	in	1970	with	the	establishment	of	European	Political	Cooperation	which	created	an	informal	consultation	process	between	member	states	with	the	aim	of	forming	common	foreign	policies.	In	1987	the	European	Political	Cooperation	was	introduced	on	a	formal	basis
by	the	Single	European	Act.	EPC	was	renamed	as	the	Common	Foreign	and	Security	Policy	(CFSP)	by	the	Maastricht	Treaty.[133]The	stated	aims	of	the	CFSP	are	to	promote	both	the	EU's	own	interests	and	those	of	the	international	community	as	a	whole,	including	the	furtherance	of	international	co-operation,	respect	for	human	rights,	democracy,	and	the	rule	of	law.[134]	The	CFSP	requires	unanimity	among	the	member	states	on	the	appropriate	policy	to	follow	on	any	particular	issue.	The	unanimity	and	difficult	issues	treated
under	the	CFSP	sometimes	lead	to	disagreements,	such	as	those	which	occurred	over	the	war	in	Iraq.[135]The	coordinator	and	representative	of	the	CFSP	within	the	EU	is	the	high	representative	of	the	union	for	foreign	affairs	and	security	policy	who	speaks	on	behalf	of	the	EU	in	foreign	policy	and	defence	matters,	and	has	the	task	of	articulating	the	positions	expressed	by	the	member	states	on	these	fields	of	policy	into	a	common	alignment.	The	high	representative	heads	up	the	European	External	Action	Service	(EEAS),	a
unique	EU	department[136]	that	has	been	officially	implemented	and	operational	since	1	December	2010	on	the	occasion	of	the	first	anniversary	of	the	entry	into	force	of	the	Treaty	of	Lisbon.[137]	The	EEAS	serves	as	a	foreign	ministry	and	diplomatic	corps	for	the	European	Union.[138]Besides	the	emerging	international	policy	of	the	European	Union,	the	international	influence	of	the	EU	is	also	felt	through	enlargement.	The	perceived	benefits	of	becoming	a	member	of	the	EU	act	as	an	incentive	for	both	political	and	economic
reform	in	states	wishing	to	fulfil	the	EU's	accession	criteria,	and	are	considered	an	important	factor	contributing	to	the	reform	of	European	formerly	Communist	countries.[139]:762	This	influence	on	the	internal	affairs	of	other	countries	is	generally	referred	to	as	"soft	power",	as	opposed	to	military	"hard	power".[140]Further	information:	Directorate-General	for	European	Civil	Protection	and	Humanitarian	Aid	OperationsThe	European	Commission's	Humanitarian	Aid	and	Civil	Protection	department,	or	"ECHO",	provides
humanitarian	aid	from	the	EU	to	developing	countries.	In	2012,	its	budget	amounted	to	874million,	51	per	cent	of	the	budget	went	to	Africa	and	20	per	cent	to	Asia,	Latin	America,	the	Caribbean	and	Pacific,	and	20	per	cent	to	the	Middle	East	and	Mediterranean.[141]Humanitarian	aid	is	financed	directly	by	the	budget	(70	per	cent)	as	part	of	the	financial	instruments	for	external	action	and	also	by	the	European	Development	Fund	(30	per	cent).[142]	The	EU's	external	action	financing	is	divided	into	'geographic'	instruments	and
'thematic'	instruments.[142]	The	'geographic'	instruments	provide	aid	through	the	Development	Cooperation	Instrument	(DCI,	16.9billion,	20072013),	which	must	spend	95	per	cent	of	its	budget	on	official	development	assistance	(ODA),	and	from	the	European	Neighbourhood	and	Partnership	Instrument	(ENPI),	which	contains	some	relevant	programmes.[142]	The	European	Development	Fund	(EDF,	22.7billion	for	the	period	20082013	and	30.5billion	for	the	period	20142020)	is	made	up	of	voluntary	contributions	by	member
states,	but	there	is	pressure	to	merge	the	EDF	into	the	budget-financed	instruments	to	encourage	increased	contributions	to	match	the	0.7	per	cent	target	and	allow	the	European	Parliament	greater	oversight.[142][143]In	2016,	the	average	among	EU	countries	was	0.4	per	cent	and	five	had	met	or	exceeded	the	0.7	per	cent	target:	Denmark,	Germany,	Luxembourg,	Sweden	and	the	United	Kingdom.[144]Main	articles:	Directorate-General	for	International	Partnerships,	ACPEU	development	cooperation,	European	Solidarity
Corps,	European	Union	Global	Strategy,	European	Neighbourhood	Policy,	Global	Europe,	and	European	Political	CommunityEastern	Partnership	Summit	2017,	BrusselsThe	European	Union	uses	foreign	relations	instruments	like	the	European	Neighbourhood	Policy	which	seeks	to	tie	those	countries	to	the	east	and	south	of	the	European	territory	of	the	EU	to	the	union.	These	countries,	primarily	developing	countries,	include	some	who	seek	to	one	day	become	either	a	member	state	of	the	European	Union,	or	more	closely
integrated	with	the	European	Union.	The	EU	offers	financial	assistance	to	countries	within	the	European	Neighbourhood,	so	long	as	they	meet	the	strict	conditions	of	government	reform,	economic	reform	and	other	issues	surrounding	positive	transformation.	This	process	is	normally	underpinned	by	an	Action	Plan,	as	agreed	by	both	Brussels	and	the	target	country.Union	for	the	Mediterranean	meeting	in	BarcelonaThere	is	also	the	worldwide	European	Union	Global	Strategy.	International	recognition	of	sustainable	development
as	a	key	element	is	growing	steadily.	Its	role	was	recognised	in	three	major	UN	summits	on	sustainable	development:	the	1992	UN	Conference	on	Environment	and	Development	(UNCED)	in	Rio	de	Janeiro,	Brazil;	the	2002	World	Summit	on	Sustainable	Development	(WSSD)	in	Johannesburg,	South	Africa;	and	the	2012	UN	Conference	on	Sustainable	Development	(UNCSD)	in	Rio	de	Janeiro.	Other	key	global	agreements	are	the	Paris	Agreement	and	the	2030	Agenda	for	Sustainable	Development	(United	Nations,	2015).	The	SDGs
recognise	that	all	countries	must	stimulate	action	in	the	following	key	areas	people,	planet,	prosperity,	peace	and	partnership	in	order	to	tackle	the	global	challenges	that	are	crucial	for	the	survival	of	humanity.EU	development	action	is	based	on	the	European	Consensus	on	Development,	which	was	endorsed	on	20	December	2005	by	EU	Member	States,	the	council,	the	European	Parliament	and	the	commission.[145]	It	is	applied	from	the	principles	of	Capability	approach	and	Rights-based	approach	to	development.	Funding	is
provided	by	the	Instrument	for	Pre-Accession	Assistance	and	the	Global	Europe	programmes.Partnership	and	cooperation	agreements	are	bilateral	agreements	with	non-member	nations.[146]Main	article:	Common	Security	and	Defence	PolicySee	also:	Frontex,	European	Defence	Agency,	European	Union	Institute	for	Security	Studies,	and	European	Union	Satellite	CentreMap	showing	European	membership	of	the	EU	and	NATO	EU	member	only	NATO	member	only	EU	and	NATO	member	Coat	of	arms	of	the	Military	StaffThe
predecessors	of	the	European	Union	were	not	devised	as	a	military	alliance	because	NATO	was	largely	seen	as	appropriate	and	sufficient	for	defence	purposes.[147]	In	2025,	Europe	initiated	the	ReArm	program,	a	strategic	breakthrough	aimed	at	mobilising	local	industrial	capabilities	and	bolstering	European	equipment	production,	involves	a	financial	investment	of	800	billion	to	support	the	development	and	procurement,	simultaneously	enhancing	the	continent's	overall	military	readiness	and	self-sufficiency.[148][149]
[150]Twenty-three	EU	members	are	members	of	NATO	while	the	remaining	member	states	follow	policies	of	neutrality.[151]	The	Western	European	Union,	a	military	alliance	with	a	mutual	defence	clause,	closed	in	2011[152]	as	its	role	had	been	transferred	to	the	EU.[153]	Following	the	Kosovo	War	in	1999,	the	European	Council	agreed	that	"the	Union	must	have	the	capacity	for	autonomous	action,	backed	by	credible	military	forces,	the	means	to	decide	to	use	them,	and	the	readiness	to	do	so,	in	order	to	respond	to	international
crises	without	prejudice	to	actions	by	NATO".	To	that	end,	a	number	of	efforts	were	made	to	increase	the	EU's	military	capability,	notably	the	Helsinki	Headline	Goal	process.	After	much	discussion,	the	most	concrete	result	was	the	EU	Battlegroups	initiative,	each	of	which	is	planned	to	be	able	to	deploy	quickly	about	1500personnel.[154]	The	EU	Strategic	Compass	adopted	in	2022	reaffirmed	the	bloc's	partnership	with	NATO,	committed	to	increased	military	mobility	and	formation	of	a	5,000-strong	EU	Rapid	Deployment
Capacity[155]Since	the	withdrawal	of	the	United	Kingdom,	France	is	the	only	member	officially	recognised	as	a	nuclear	weapon	state	and	the	sole	holder	of	a	permanent	seat	on	the	United	Nations	Security	Council.	France	and	Italy	are	also	the	only	EU	countries	that	have	power	projection	capabilities	outside	of	Europe.[156]	Italy,	Germany,	the	Netherlands	and	Belgium	participate	in	NATO	nuclear	sharing.[157]	Most	EU	member	states	opposed	the	Nuclear	Weapon	Ban	Treaty.[158]EU	forces	have	been	deployed	on
peacekeeping	missions	from	middle	and	northern	Africa	to	the	western	Balkans	and	western	Asia.[159]	EU	military	operations	are	supported	by	a	number	of	bodies,	including	the	European	Defence	Agency,	European	Union	Satellite	Centre	and	the	European	Union	Military	Staff.[160]	The	European	Union	Military	Staff	is	the	highest	military	institution	of	the	European	Union,	established	within	the	framework	of	the	European	Council,	and	follows	on	from	the	decisions	of	the	Helsinki	European	Council	(1011	December	1999),
which	called	for	the	establishment	of	permanent	political-military	institutions.	The	European	Union	Military	Staff	is	under	the	authority	of	the	High	Representative	of	the	Union	for	Foreign	Affairs	and	Security	Policy	and	the	Political	and	Security	Committee.	It	directs	all	military	activities	in	the	EU	context,	including	planning	and	conducting	military	missions	and	operations	in	the	framework	of	the	Common	Security	and	Defence	Policy	and	the	development	of	military	capabilities,	and	provides	the	Political	and	Security	Committee
with	military	advice	and	recommendations	on	military	issues.	In	an	EU	consisting	of	27	members,	substantial	security	and	defence	co-operation	is	increasingly	relying	on	collaboration	among	all	member	states.[161]The	European	Border	and	Coast	Guard	Agency	(Frontex)	is	an	agency	of	the	EU	aiming	to	detect	and	stop	illegal	immigration,	human	trafficking	and	terrorist	infiltration.[162]	The	EU	also	operates	the	European	Travel	Information	and	Authorisation	System,	the	Entry/Exit	System,	the	Schengen	Information	System,
the	Visa	Information	System	and	the	Common	European	Asylum	System	which	provide	common	databases	for	police	and	immigration	authorities.	The	impetus	for	the	development	of	this	co-operation	was	the	advent	of	open	borders	in	the	Schengen	Area	and	the	associated	cross-border	crime.[18]Main	article:	Geography	of	the	European	UnionTopographic	map	of	Europe	(EU	highlighted)The	EU's	member	states	cover	an	area	of	4,233,262	square	kilometres	(1,634,472sqmi),[k]	and	therefore	a	large	part	of	the	European
continent.	The	EU's	highest	peak	is	Mont	Blanc	in	the	Graian	Alps,	4,810.45	metres	(15,782ft)	above	sea	level.[163]	The	lowest	points	in	the	EU	are	Lammefjorden,	Denmark,	and	Zuidplaspolder,	Netherlands,	at	7m	(23ft)	below	sea	level.[164]	The	landscape,	climate,	and	economy	of	the	EU	are	influenced	by	its	coastline,	which	is	65,993	kilometres	(41,006mi)	long.In	addition	to	national	territories	in	Europe,	there	are	32	special	territories	of	members	of	the	European	Economic	Area,	not	all	of	which	are	part	of	the	EU.	The	largest
by	area	is	Greenland,	which	is	not	part	of	the	EU	but	whose	citizens	are	EU	citizens,	while	the	largest	by	population	are	the	Canary	Islands	off	Africa,	which	are	part	of	the	EU	and	the	Schengen	area.	French	Guiana	in	South	America	is	part	of	the	EU	and	the	eurozone,	as	is	Mayotte,	north	of	Madagascar.Main	article:	Climate	of	EuropeA	KppenGeiger	climate	classification	map	of	Europe	(including	non-EU	member	states)The	climate	of	the	European	Union	is	of	a	temperate,	continental	nature,	with	a	maritime	climate	prevailing
on	the	western	coasts	and	a	mediterranean	climate	in	the	south.	The	climate	is	strongly	conditioned	by	the	Gulf	Stream,	which	warms	the	western	region	to	levels	unattainable	at	similar	latitudes	on	other	continents.	Western	Europe	is	oceanic,	while	eastern	Europe	is	continental	and	dry.	Four	seasons	occur	in	western	Europe,	while	southern	Europe	experiences	a	wet	season	and	a	dry	season.	Southern	Europe	is	hot	and	dry	during	the	summer	months.	The	heaviest	precipitation	occurs	downwind	of	water	bodies	due	to	the
prevailing	westerlies,	with	higher	amounts	also	seen	in	the	Alps.Main	article:	Climate	change	in	EuropeSee	also:	European	Environment	AgencyIncrease	of	average	yearly	temperature	in	selected	cities	in	Europe	(19002017)[165]In	1957,	when	the	European	Economic	Community	was	founded,	it	had	no	environmental	policy.[166]	Over	the	past	50	years,	an	increasingly	dense	network	of	legislation	has	been	created,	extending	to	all	areas	of	environmental	protection,	including	air	pollution,	water	quality,	waste	management,
nature	conservation,	and	the	control	of	chemicals,	industrial	hazards,	and	biotechnology.[166]	According	to	the	Institute	for	European	Environmental	Policy,	environmental	law	comprises	over	500	Directives,	Regulations	and	Decisions,	making	environmental	policy	a	core	area	of	European	politics.[167]European	policy-makers	originally	increased	the	EU's	capacity	to	act	on	environmental	issues	by	defining	it	as	a	trade	problem.[166]	Trade	barriers	and	competitive	distortions	in	the	Common	Market	could	emerge	due	to	the
different	environmental	standards	in	each	member	state.[168]	In	subsequent	years,	the	environment	became	a	formal	policy	area,	with	its	own	policy	actors,	principles	and	procedures.	The	legal	basis	for	EU	environmental	policy	was	established	with	the	introduction	of	the	Single	European	Act	in	1987.[167]Initially,	EU	environmental	policy	focused	on	Europe.	More	recently,	the	EU	has	demonstrated	leadership	in	global	environmental	governance,	e.g.	the	role	of	the	EU	in	securing	the	ratification	and	coming	into	force	of	the
Kyoto	Protocol	despite	opposition	from	the	United	States.	This	international	dimension	is	reflected	in	the	EU's	Sixth	Environmental	Action	Programme,[169]	which	recognises	that	its	objectives	can	only	be	achieved	if	key	international	agreements	are	actively	supported	and	properly	implemented	both	at	EU	level	and	worldwide.	The	Lisbon	Treaty	further	strengthened	the	leadership	ambitions.[166]	EU	law	has	played	a	significant	role	in	improving	habitat	and	species	protection	in	Europe,	as	well	as	contributing	to	improvements
in	air	and	water	quality	and	waste	management.[167]Mitigating	climate	change	is	one	of	the	top	priorities	of	EU	environmental	policy.	In	2007,	member	states	agreed	that,	in	the	future,	20	per	cent	of	the	energy	used	across	the	EU	must	be	renewable,	and	carbon	dioxide	emissions	have	to	be	lower	in	2020	by	at	least	20	per	cent	compared	to	1990	levels.[170]	In	2017,	the	EU	emitted	9.1	per	cent	of	global	greenhouse-gas	emissions.[171]	The	European	Union	claims	that	already	in	2018,	its	GHG	emissions	were	23%	lower	than	in
1990.[172]The	EU	has	adopted	an	emissions	trading	system	to	incorporate	carbon	emissions	into	the	economy.[173]	The	European	Green	Capital	is	an	annual	award	given	to	cities	that	focuses	on	the	environment,	energy	efficiency,	and	quality	of	life	in	urban	areas	to	create	smart	city.	In	the	2019	elections	to	the	European	Parliament,	the	green	parties	increased	their	power,	possibly	because	of	the	rise	of	post	materialist	values.[174]	Proposals	to	reach	a	zero	carbon	economy	in	the	European	Union	by	2050	were	suggested	in
20182019.	Almost	all	member	states	supported	that	goal	at	an	EU	summit	in	June	2019.	The	Czech	Republic,	Estonia,	Hungary,	and	Poland	disagreed.[175]	In	June	2021,	the	European	Union	passed	a	European	Climate	Law	with	targets	of	55%	GHG	emissions	reduction	by	2030	and	carbon	neutrality	by	2050.[176]	Also	in	the	same	year,	the	European	Union	and	the	United	States	pledged	to	cut	methane	emissions	by	30%	by	2030.	The	pledge	is	considered	as	a	big	achievement	for	climate	change	mitigation.[177]	A	research	report
from	November	2024	declared	that	the	Czech	Republic	is	the	EU's	most	toxic	country	in	Europe	for	care	emissions.[178]Main	article:	Economy	of	the	European	UnionGDP	(PPP)	per	capita	(including	non-EU	countries)The	gross	domestic	product	(GDP),	a	measure	of	economic	activity,	of	EU	member	states	was	US$16.64	trillion	in	2022,	around	16.6	per	cent	of	the	world	GDP.[179]	There	is	a	significant	variation	in	GDP	per	capita	between	and	within	individual	EU	states.	The	difference	between	the	richest	and	poorest	regions
(281	NUTS-2	regions	of	the	Nomenclature	of	Territorial	Units	for	Statistics)	ranged,	in	2017,	from	31	per	cent	(Severozapaden,	Bulgaria)	of	the	EU28	average	(30,000)	to	253	per	cent	(Luxembourg),	or	from	4,600	to	92,600.[180]EU	member	states	own	the	estimated	third	largest	after	the	United	States	(US$140trillion)	and	China	(US$84trillion)	net	wealth	in	the	world,	equal	to	around	one	sixth	(US$76trillion)	of	the	US$454trillion	global	wealth.[181]	Of	the	top	500	largest	corporations	in	the	world	measured	by	revenue	in	2024,
90	had	their	headquarters	in	the	EU.[182]	In	2016,	unemployment	in	the	EU	stood	at	8.9	per	cent[183]	while	inflation	was	at	2.2	per	cent,	and	the	account	balance	at	0.9	per	cent	of	GDP.	The	average	annual	net	earnings	in	the	European	Union	was	around	25,000[184]	in	2021.Main	article:	Economic	and	Monetary	Union	of	the	European	UnionEurozone	participation	European	Union	member	states(special	territories	not	shown)	20	in	the	eurozone	1	in	ERM	II,	without	an	opt-out	(Bulgaria)	1	in	ERM	II,	with	an	opt-out	(Denmark)	5
not	in	ERM	II,	but	committed	to	join	the	eurozone	on	meeting	the	convergence	criteria	(Czech	Republic,	Hungary,	Poland,	Romania,	and	Sweden)	NonEU	member	states	4	using	the	euro	with	a	monetary	agreement	(Andorra,	Monaco,	San	Marino,	and	Vatican	City)	2	using	the	euro	unilaterally	(Kosovo	and	Montenegro)	vte	The	euro	is	the	official	currency	in	20	member	states	of	the	EU.	The	creation	of	a	European	single	currency	became	an	official	objective	of	the	European	Economic	Community	in	1969.	In	1992,	having
negotiated	the	structure	and	procedures	of	a	currency	union,	the	member	states	signed	the	Maastricht	Treaty	and	were	legally	bound	to	fulfil	the	agreed-on	rules	including	the	convergence	criteria	if	they	wanted	to	join	the	monetary	union.	The	states	wanting	to	participate	had	first	to	join	the	European	Exchange	Rate	Mechanism.	To	prevent	the	joining	states	from	getting	into	financial	trouble	or	crisis	after	entering	the	monetary	union,	they	were	obliged	in	the	Maastricht	treaty	to	fulfil	important	financial	obligations	and
procedures,	especially	to	show	budgetary	discipline	and	a	high	degree	of	sustainable	economic	convergence,	as	well	as	to	avoid	excessive	government	deficits	and	limit	the	government	debt	to	a	sustainable	level,	as	agreed	in	the	European	Fiscal	Pact.Main	articles:	Capital	Markets	Union,	European	System	of	Financial	Supervision,	and	European	Stability	MechanismSee	also:	European	Banking	Authority,	European	Insurance	and	Occupational	Pensions	Authority,	European	Securities	and	Markets	Authority,	and	Single	Resolution
BoardFree	movement	of	capital	is	intended	to	permit	movement	of	investments	such	as	property	purchases	and	buying	of	shares	between	countries.[185]	Until	the	drive	towards	economic	and	monetary	union	the	development	of	the	capital	provisions	had	been	slow.	Post-Maastricht	there	has	been	a	rapidly	developing	corpus	of	ECJ	judgements	regarding	this	initially	neglected	freedom.	The	free	movement	of	capital	is	unique	insofar	as	it	is	granted	equally	to	non-member	states.The	European	System	of	Financial	Supervision	is	an
institutional	architecture	of	the	EU's	framework	of	financial	supervision	composed	by	three	authorities:	the	European	Banking	Authority,	the	European	Insurance	and	Occupational	Pensions	Authority	and	the	European	Securities	and	Markets	Authority.	To	complement	this	framework,	there	is	also	a	European	Systemic	Risk	Board	under	the	responsibility	of	the	central	bank.	The	aim	of	this	financial	control	system	is	to	ensure	the	economic	stability	of	the	EU.[186]Main	articles:	Euro,	Eurozone,	and	European	banking	unionSee
also:	Eurosystem	and	EurogroupEuro	banknotes	from	the	Europa	series	(since	2013)European	Central	Bank	in	Frankfurt,	GermanyIn	1999,	the	currency	union	started	to	materialise	through	introducing	a	common	accounting	(virtual)	currency	in	eleven	of	the	member	states.	In	2002,	it	was	turned	into	a	fully-fledged	conventible	currency,	when	euro	notes	and	coins	were	issued,	while	the	phaseout	of	national	currencies	in	the	eurozone	(consisting	by	then	of	12	member	states)	was	initiated.	The	eurozone	(constituted	by	the	EU
member	states	which	have	adopted	the	euro)	has	since	grown	to	20	countries.[187][188]The	20	EU	member	states	known	collectively	as	the	eurozone	have	fully	implemented	the	currency	union	by	superseding	their	national	currencies	with	the	euro.	The	currency	union	represents	345million	EU	citizens.[189]	The	euro	is	the	second	largest	reserve	currency	as	well	as	the	second	most	traded	currency	in	the	world	after	the	United	States	dollar.[190][191][192]The	euro,	and	the	monetary	policies	of	those	who	have	adopted	it	in
agreement	with	the	EU,	are	under	the	control	of	the	ECB.[193]	The	ECB	is	the	central	bank	for	the	eurozone,	and	thus	controls	monetary	policy	in	that	area	with	an	agenda	to	maintain	price	stability.	It	is	at	the	centre	of	the	Eurosystem,	which	comprehends	all	the	eurozone	national	central	banks.[194]	The	ECB	is	also	the	central	institution	of	the	Banking	Union	established	within	the	eurozone,	as	the	hub	of	European	Banking	Supervision.	There	is	also	a	Single	Resolution	Mechanism	in	case	of	a	bank	default.As	a	political	entity,
the	European	Union	is	represented	in	the	World	Trade	Organization	(WTO).	Two	of	the	original	core	objectives	of	the	European	Economic	Community	were	the	development	of	a	common	market,	subsequently	becoming	a	single	market,	and	a	customs	union	between	its	member	states.Main	article:	European	single	marketFurther	information:	Digital	Single	MarketEuropean	Single	Market	EU	member	states	Non-EU	states	which	participate	The	single	market	involves	the	free	circulation	of	goods,	capital,	people,	and	services
within	the	EU,[189]	The	free	movement	of	services	and	of	establishment	allows	self-employed	persons	to	move	between	member	states	to	provide	services	on	a	temporary	or	permanent	basis.	While	services	account	for	60	per	cent	to	70	per	cent	of	GDP,	legislation	in	the	area	is	not	as	developed	as	in	other	areas.	This	lacuna	has	been	addressed	by	the	Services	in	the	Internal	Market	Directive	2006	which	aims	to	liberalise	the	cross	border	provision	of	services.[195]	According	to	the	treaty	the	provision	of	services	is	a	residual
freedom	that	only	applies	if	no	other	freedom	is	being	exercised.Main	article:	European	Union	Customs	UnionEuropean	Customs	Union	EU	member	states	Non-EU	states	which	participate	The	customs	union	involves	the	application	of	a	common	external	tariff	on	all	goods	entering	the	market.	Once	goods	have	been	admitted	into	the	market	they	cannot	be	subjected	to	customs	duties,	discriminatory	taxes	or	import	quotas,	as	they	travel	internally.	The	non-EU	member	states	of	Iceland,	Norway,	Liechtenstein	and	Switzerland
participate	in	the	single	market	but	not	in	the	customs	union.[83]	Half	the	trade	in	the	EU	is	covered	by	legislation	harmonised	by	the	EU.[196]The	European	Union	Association	Agreement	does	something	similar	for	a	much	larger	range	of	countries,	partly	as	a	so-called	soft	approach	('a	carrot	instead	of	a	stick')	to	influence	the	politics	in	those	countries.The	European	Union	represents	all	its	members	at	the	World	Trade	Organization	(WTO),	and	acts	on	behalf	of	member	states	in	any	disputes.	When	the	EU	negotiates	trade
related	agreement	outside	the	WTO	framework,	the	subsequent	agreement	must	be	approved	by	each	individual	EU	member	state	government.[197]Main	articles:	European	Union	competition	law	and	European	consumer	lawSee	also:	European	Union	Intellectual	Property	OfficeThe	EU	operates	a	competition	policy	intended	to	ensure	undistorted	competition	within	the	single	market.[l]	In	2001	the	commission	for	the	first	time	prevented	a	merger	between	two	companies	based	in	the	United	States	(General	Electric	and
Honeywell)	which	had	already	been	approved	by	their	national	authority.[198]	Another	high-profile	case,	against	Microsoft,	resulted	in	the	commission	fining	Microsoft	over	777million	following	nine	years	of	legal	action.[199]Main	article:	Common	Commercial	Policy	(EU)EU	free	trade	agreements	European	Union	Agreement	in	force	Agreement	(in	part)	provisionally	applied	Agreement	signed,	but	not	applied	Agreement	initialed,	not	signed	Agreement	being	negotiated	Agreement	negotiations	on	hold/suspendedThe	European
Union	has	concluded	free	trade	agreements	(FTAs)[200]	and	other	agreements	with	a	trade	component	with	many	countries	worldwide	and	is	negotiating	with	many	others.[201]	The	European	Union's	services	trade	surplus	rose	from	$16	billion	in	2000	to	more	than	$250	billion	in	2018.[202]	In	2020,	in	part	due	to	the	COVID-19	pandemic,	China	became	the	EU's	largest	trading	partner,	displacing	the	United	States.[203]	The	European	Union	is	the	largest	exporter	in	the	world[204]	and	in	2008	was	the	largest	importer	of	goods
and	services.[205][206]	Internal	trade	between	the	member	states	is	aided	by	the	removal	of	barriers	to	trade	such	as	tariffs	and	border	controls.	In	the	eurozone,	trade	is	helped	by	not	having	any	currency	differences	to	deal	with	amongst	most	members.[197]	Externally,	the	EU's	free-trade	agreement	with	Japan	is	perhaps	its	most	notable	one.	The	EU-Japan	Economic	Partnership	Agreement	was	officially	signed	on	17	July	2018,	becoming	the	world's	largest	bilateral	free	trade	deal	when	it	went	into	effect	on	1	February	2019,
creating	an	open	trade	zone	covering	nearly	one-third	of	global	GDP.[207][208]Main	article:	Energy	policy	of	the	European	UnionSee	also:	European	Union	Agency	for	the	Cooperation	of	Energy	RegulatorsTotal	energy	supply	(2019)[209]Oil	(31.7%)Natural	gas	(24.7%)Coal	(10.9%)Nuclear	(13.2%)Biofuels,	waste,	electricity,	heat	(19.4%)The	total	energy	supply	of	the	EU	was	59	billion	GJ	in	2019,	about	10.2	per	cent	of	the	world	total.	Approximately	three	fifths	of	the	energy	available	in	the	EU	came	from	imports	(mostly	of	fossil
fuels).	Renewable	energy	contributed	18.1	per	cent	of	the	EU's	total	energy	supply	in	2019,	and	11.1	per	cent	of	the	final	energy	consumption.[210]The	EU	has	had	legislative	power	in	the	area	of	energy	policy	for	most	of	its	existence;	this	has	its	roots	in	the	original	European	Coal	and	Steel	Community.	The	introduction	of	a	mandatory	and	comprehensive	European	energy	policy	was	approved	at	the	meeting	of	the	European	Council	in	October	2005,	and	the	first	draft	policy	was	published	in	January	2007.[211]Energy
CommunityThe	EU	has	five	key	points	in	its	energy	policy:	increase	competition	in	the	internal	market,	encourage	investment	and	boost	interconnections	between	electricity	grids;	diversify	energy	resources	with	better	systems	to	respond	to	a	crisis;	establish	a	new	treaty	framework	for	energy	co-operation	with	Russia	while	improving	relations	with	energy-rich	states	in	Central	Asia[212]	and	North	Africa;	use	existing	energy	supplies	more	efficiently	while	increasing	renewable	energy	commercialisation;	and	finally	increase
funding	for	new	energy	technologies.[211]In	2007,	EU	countries	as	a	whole	imported	82	per	cent	of	their	oil,	57	per	cent	of	their	natural	gas[213]	and	97.48	per	cent	of	their	uranium[214]	demands.	The	three	largest	suppliers	of	natural	gas	to	the	European	Union	are	Russia,	Norway	and	Algeria,	that	amounted	for	about	three	quarters	of	the	imports	in	2019.[215]	There	is	a	strong	dependence	on	Russian	energy	that	the	EU	has	been	attempting	to	reduce.[216]	However,	in	May	2022,	it	was	reported	that	the	European	Union	is
preparing	another	sanction	against	Russia	over	its	invasion	of	Ukraine.	It	is	expected	to	target	Russian	oil,	Russian	and	Belarusian	banks,	as	well	as	individuals	and	companies.	According	to	an	article	by	Reuters,	two	diplomats	stated	that	the	European	Union	may	impose	a	ban	on	imports	of	Russian	oil	by	the	end	of	2022.[217]	In	May	2022,	the	European	Commission	published	the	'RePowerEU'	initiative,	a	300	billion	plan	outlining	the	path	towards	the	end	of	EU	dependence	on	Russian	fossil	fuels	by	2030	and	the	acceleration	on
the	clean	energy	transition.[218]Main	article:	Transport	in	the	European	UnionFurther	information:	Trans-European	Transport	NetworkSee	also:	European	Union	Aviation	Safety	Agency,	European	Maritime	Safety	Agency,	and	European	Union	Agency	for	RailwaysMap	of	the	Trans-European	Transport	NetworkThe	European	Union	manages	cross-border	road,	railway,	airport	and	water	infrastructure	through	the	Trans-European	Transport	Network	(TEN-T),	created	in	1990,[219]	and	the	Trans-European	Combined	Transport
network.	TEN-T	comprises	two	network	layers:	the	Core	Network,	which	is	to	be	completed	by	2030;	and	the	Comprehensive	Network,	which	is	to	be	completed	by	2050.	The	network	is	currently	made	up	of	9	core	corridors:	the	BalticAdriatic	Corridor,	the	North	SeaBaltic	Corridor,	the	Mediterranean	Corridor,	the	Orient/EastMed	Corridor,	the	ScandinavianMediterranean	Corridor,	the	RhineAlpine	Corridor,	the	Atlantic	Corridor,	the	North	SeaMediterranean	Corridor,	and	the	RhineDanube	Corridor.	Road	transportation	was
organised	under	the	TEN-T	by	the	Trans-European	road	network.	Bundesautobahn	7	is	the	longest	national	motorway	in	the	EU	at	963km	(598mi).Satellite	photo	of	the	Port	of	RotterdamMaritime	transportation	is	organised	under	the	TEN-T	by	the	Trans-European	Inland	Waterway	network,	and	the	Trans-European	Seaport	network.	European	seaports	are	categorized	as	international,	community,	or	regional.	The	Port	of	Rotterdam	is	the	busiest	in	the	EU,	and	the	world's	largest	seaport	outside	of	East	Asia,	located	in	and	near
the	city	of	Rotterdam,	in	the	province	of	South	Holland	in	the	Netherlands.[220][221]	The	European	Maritime	Safety	Agency	(EMSA),	founded	in	2002	in	Lisbon,	Portugal,	is	charged	with	reducing	the	risk	of	maritime	accidents,	marine	pollution	from	ships	and	the	loss	of	human	lives	at	sea	by	helping	to	enforce	the	pertinent	EU	legislation.Air	transportation	is	organised	under	the	TEN-T	by	the	Trans-European	Airport	network.	European	airports	are	categorized	as	international,	community,	or	regional.	The	Charles	de	Gaulle
Airport	is	the	busiest	in	the	EU,	located	in	and	near	the	city	of	Paris,	in	France.[222]	The	European	Common	Aviation	Area	(ECAA)	is	a	single	market	in	aviation.	ECAA	agreements	were	signed	on	5	May	2006	in	Salzburg,	Austria	between	the	EU	and	some	third	countries.	The	ECAA	liberalises	the	air	transport	industry	by	allowing	any	company	from	any	ECAA	member	state	to	fly	between	any	ECAA	member	states	airports,	thereby	allowing	a	"foreign"	airline	to	provide	domestic	flights.	The	Single	European	Sky	(SES)	is	an
initiative	that	seeks	to	reform	the	European	air	traffic	management	system	through	a	series	of	actions	carried	out	in	four	different	levels	(institutional,	operational,	technological	and	control	and	supervision)	with	the	aim	of	satisfying	the	needs	of	the	European	airspace	in	terms	of	capacity,	safety,	efficiency	and	environmental	impact.	Civil	aviation	safety	is	under	the	responsibility	of	the	European	Union	Aviation	Safety	Agency	(EASA).	It	carries	out	certification,	regulation	and	standardisation	and	also	performs	investigation	and
monitoring.	The	idea	of	a	European-level	aviation	safety	authority	goes	back	to	1996,	but	the	agency	was	only	legally	established	in	2002,	and	began	operating	in	2003.Rail	transportation	is	organised	under	the	TEN-T	by	the	Trans-European	Rail	network,	made	up	of	the	high-speed	rail	network	and	the	conventional	rail	network.	The	Gare	du	Nord	railway	station	is	the	busiest	in	the	EU,	located	in	and	near	the	city	of	Paris,	in	France.[223][224]	Rail	transport	in	Europe	is	being	synchronised	with	the	European	Rail	Traffic
Management	System	(ERTMS)	with	the	goal	of	greatly	enhancing	safety,	increase	efficiency	of	train	transports	and	enhance	cross-border	interoperability.	This	is	done	by	replacing	former	national	signalling	equipment	and	operational	procedures	with	a	single	new	Europe-wide	standard	for	train	control	and	command	systems.	This	system	is	conducted	by	the	European	Union	Agency	for	Railways	(ERA).Transport	documents	used	in	the	European	UnionEuropean	driving	licence(Croatian	version	pictured)European	vehicle
registration	plate(Slovak	version	pictured)European	vehicle	registration	certificate(Austrian	version	pictured)European	disabled	parking	permit(Polish	version	pictured)Main	article:	Schengen	AreaMap	of	the	Schengen	Area	Schengen	Area	Countries	de	facto	participating	Members	of	the	EU	committed	by	treaty	to	join	the	Schengen	Area	in	the	future	The	Schengen	Area	is	an	area	comprising	29	European	countries	that	have	officially	abolished	all	passport	and	all	other	types	of	border	control	at	their	mutual	borders.	Being	an
element	within	the	wider	area	of	freedom,	security	and	justice	policy	of	the	EU,	it	mostly	functions	as	a	single	jurisdiction	under	a	common	visa	policy	for	international	travel	purposes.	The	area	is	named	after	the	1985	Schengen	Agreement	and	the	1990	Schengen	Convention,	both	signed	in	Schengen,	Luxembourg.	Of	the	27	EU	member	states,	25	participate	in	the	Schengen	Area.	Of	the	EU	members	that	are	not	part	of	the	Schengen	Area,	oneCyprusis	legally	obligated	to	join	the	area	in	the	future;	Ireland	maintains	an	opt-out,
and	instead	operates	its	own	visa	policy.	The	four	European	Free	Trade	Association	(EFTA)	member	states,	Iceland,	Liechtenstein,	Norway,	and	Switzerland,	are	not	members	of	the	EU,	but	have	signed	agreements	in	association	with	the	Schengen	Agreement.	Also,	three	European	microstates	Monaco,	San	Marino	and	the	Vatican	City	maintain	open	borders	for	passenger	traffic	with	their	neighbours,	and	are	therefore	considered	de	facto	members	of	the	Schengen	Area	due	to	the	practical	impossibility	of	travelling	to	or	from
them	without	transiting	through	at	least	one	Schengen	member	country.Main	articles:	Telecommunications	in	the	European	Union	and	European	Union	Space	ProgrammeFurther	information:	European	Union	roaming	regulationsSee	also:	Agency	for	Support	for	BEREC,	European	Union	Agency	for	the	Space	Programme,	and	European	Space	AgencyMobile	communication	roaming	charges	are	abolished	throughout	the	EU,	Iceland,	Liechtenstein	and	Norway.Galileo	control	centre	in	Oberpfaffenhofen,	GermanyThe	European
Union	Agency	for	the	Space	Programme	(EUSPA),	headquartered	in	Prague,	Czech	Republic,	was	established	in	2021	to	manage	the	European	Union	Space	Programme	in	order	to	implement	the	pre-existing	European	Space	Policy,	established	on	22	May	2007	between	the	EU	and	the	European	Space	Agency	(ESA),	known	collectively	as	the	European	Space	Council.	This	was	the	first	common	political	framework	for	space	activities	established	by	the	EU.	Each	member	state	has	pursued	to	some	extent	their	own	national	space
policy,	though	often	co-ordinating	through	the	ESA.	Gnter	Verheugen,	the	European	Commissioner	for	Enterprise	and	Industry,	has	stated	that	even	though	the	EU	is	"a	world	leader	in	the	technology,	it	is	being	put	on	the	defensive	by	the	United	States	and	Russia	and	that	it	only	has	about	a	10-year	technological	advantage	on	China	and	India,	which	are	racing	to	catch	up."Galileo	is	a	global	navigation	satellite	system	(GNSS)	that	went	live	in	2016,	created	by	the	EU	through	the	ESA,	operated	by	the	EUSPA,	with	two	ground
operations	centres	in	Fucino,	Italy,	and	Oberpfaffenhofen,	Germany.	The	10	billion	project	is	named	after	the	Italian	astronomer	Galileo	Galilei.	One	of	the	aims	of	Galileo	is	to	provide	an	independent	high-precision	positioning	system	so	European	political	and	military	authorities	do	not	have	to	rely	on	the	US	GPS,	or	the	Russian	GLONASS	systems,	which	could	be	disabled	or	degraded	by	their	operators	at	any	time.	The	European	Geostationary	Navigation	Overlay	Service	(EGNOS)	is	a	satellite-based	augmentation	system	(SBAS)
developed	by	the	ESA	and	EUROCONTROL.	Currently,	it	supplements	the	GPS	by	reporting	on	the	reliability	and	accuracy	of	their	positioning	data	and	sending	out	corrections.	The	system	will	supplement	Galileo	in	a	future	version.	The	Copernicus	Programme	is	the	EU's	Earth	observation	programme	coordinated	and	managed	by	EUSPA	in	partnership	with	ESA.	It	aims	at	achieving	a	global,	continuous,	autonomous,	high	quality,	wide	range	Earth	observation	capacity,	providing	accurate,	timely	and	easily	accessible
information	to,	among	other	things,	improve	the	management	of	the	environment,	understand	and	mitigate	the	effects	of	climate	change,	and	ensure	civil	security.Main	articles:	Common	Agricultural	Policy	and	Common	Fisheries	PolicySee	also:	European	Fisheries	Control	Agency	and	European	Food	Safety	AuthorityThe	EU's	exclusive	economic	zone	(EEZ).	At	25million	square	kilometres,	it	is	the	largest	in	the	world.[225]The	Common	Agricultural	Policy	(CAP)	is	the	agricultural	policy	of	the	European	Union.	It	implements	a
system	of	agricultural	subsidies	and	other	programmes.	It	was	introduced	in	1962	and	has	since	then	undergone	several	changes	to	reduce	the	EEC	budget	cost	(from	73%	in	1985	to	37%	in	2017)	and	consider	rural	development	in	its	aims.	It	has,	however,	been	criticised	on	the	grounds	of	its	cost	and	its	environmental	and	humanitarian	effects.Likewise,	the	Common	Fisheries	Policy	(CFP)	is	the	fisheries	policy	of	the	European	Union.	It	sets	quotas	for	which	member	states	are	allowed	to	catch	each	type	of	fish,	as	well	as
encouraging	the	fishing	industry	by	various	market	interventions	and	fishing	subsidies.	It	was	introduced	in	2009	with	the	Treaty	of	Lisbon,	which	formally	enshrined	fisheries	conservation	policy	as	one	of	the	handful	of	"exclusive	competences"	reserved	for	the	European	Union.See	also:	European	Agency	for	Safety	and	Health	at	Work,	European	Centre	for	the	Development	of	Vocational	Training,	European	Foundation	for	the	Improvement	of	Living	and	Working	Conditions,	European	Labour	Authority,	European	Training
Foundation,	and	EURESThe	free	movement	of	persons	means	that	EU	citizens	can	move	freely	between	member	states	to	live,	work,	study	or	retire	in	another	country.	This	required	the	lowering	of	administrative	formalities	and	recognition	of	professional	qualifications	of	other	states.[226]	The	EU	seasonally	adjusted	unemployment	rate	was	6.7	per	cent	in	September	2018.[227]	The	euro	area	unemployment	rate	was	8.1	per	cent.[227]	Among	the	member	states,	the	lowest	unemployment	rates	were	recorded	in	the	Czech
Republic	(2.3	per	cent),	Germany	and	Poland	(both	3.4	per	cent),	and	the	highest	in	Spain	(10.61	per	cent	in	2024)[228]	and	Greece	(9.6	per	cent	in	November	2024).[229]The	European	Union	has	long	sought	to	mitigate	the	effects	of	free	markets	by	protecting	workers'	rights	and	preventing	social	and	environmental	dumping.[citation	needed]	To	this	end	it	has	adopted	laws	establishing	minimum	employment	and	environmental	standards.	These	included	the	Working	Time	Directive	and	the	Environmental	Impact	Assessment
Directive.	The	European	Directive	about	Minimum	Wage,	which	looks	to	lift	minimum	wages	and	strengthen	collective	bargaining	was	approved	by	the	European	Parliament	in	September	2022.[230]Main	article:	Regional	policy	of	the	European	UnionSee	also:	European	Committee	of	the	Regions	and	European	Investment	BankClassification	of	regions	from	2021	to	2027	Less	developed	regions	Transition	regions	More	developed	regions	The	five	European	Structural	and	Investment	Funds	are	supporting	the	development	of	the
EU	regions,	primarily	the	underdeveloped	ones,	located	mostly	in	the	states	of	central	and	southern	Europe.[231][232]	Another	fund	(the	Instrument	for	Pre-Accession	Assistance)	provides	support	for	candidate	members	to	transform	their	country	to	conform	to	the	EU's	standard.	Demographic	transition	to	a	society	of	ageing	population,	low	fertility-rates	and	depopulation	of	non-metropolitan	regions	is	tackled	within	this	policies.Main	article:	Demographics	of	the	European	UnionSee	also:	European	Union	citizenshipMap
showing	the	population	density	by	NUTS3	region,	2017,	including	non-EU	countriesThe	population	of	the	EU	in	2024	was	about	449million	people,	corresponding	to	5.8	per	cent	of	the	world	population.[5][233]	The	population	density	across	the	EU	was	106	inhabitants	per	square	kilometre,	which	is	more	than	the	world	average.[234]	It	is	highest	in	areas	in	central	and	western	Europe,	sometimes	referred	to	as	the	"blue	banana",	while	Sweden	and	Finland	in	the	north	are	much	more	sparsely	populated.The	total	population	of
the	EU	has	been	slightly	decreasing	for	several	years,	contracting	by	0.04	per	cent	in	2021.[235]	This	is	due	to	a	low	birth	rate	of	about	1.5	children	per	woman,	less	than	the	world	average	of	2.3.[236]	In	total,	4.1	million	babies	were	born	in	the	EU	in	2021.[237]	Immigration	to	Europe	partially	compensates	for	the	natural	population	decrease.Of	the	people	residing	in	the	EU,	5.3	per	cent	are	not	EU	citizens.[234]	There	were	31	non-EU	citizenships	that	each	accounted	for	at	least	1	per	cent	of	non-EU	citizens	living	in	the	EU,	of
which	the	largest	were	Moroccan,	Turkish,	Syrian	and	Chinese.[238]	Around	1.9	million	people	immigrated	to	one	of	the	EU	member	states	from	a	non-EU	country	during	2020,	and	a	total	of	956,000	people	emigrated	from	a	member	state	to	go	to	a	non-EU	country	during	the	same	year.[239]See	also:	List	of	cities	in	the	European	Union	by	population	within	city	limits	and	List	of	urban	areas	in	the	European	UnionThe	Paris	metropolitan	area	is	the	most	populous	urban	area	in	the	EU.More	than	two	thirds	(68.2%)	of	EU
inhabitants	lived	in	urban	areas	in	2020,	which	is	slightly	less	than	the	world	average.[234]	Cities	are	largely	spread	out	across	the	EU	with	a	large	grouping	in	and	around	the	Benelux.[240]	The	EU	contains	about	40	urban	areas	with	populations	of	over	1million.	With	a	population	of	over	13	million,[241]	Paris	is	the	largest	metropolitan	area	and	the	only	megacity	in	the	EU.[242]	Paris	is	followed	by	Madrid,	Barcelona,	Berlin,	the	Ruhr,	Milan,	and	Rome,	all	with	a	metropolitan	population	of	over	4million.The	EU	also	has
numerous	polycentric	urbanised	regions	like	Rhine-Ruhr	(Cologne,	Dortmund,	Dsseldorf	et	al.),	Randstad	(Amsterdam,	Rotterdam,	The	Hague,	Utrecht	et	al.),	Frankfurt	Rhine-Main	(Frankfurt,	Wiesbaden,	Mainz	et	al.),	the	Flemish	Diamond	(Antwerp,	Brussels,	Leuven,	Ghent	et	al.)	and	Upper	Silesian-Moravian	area	(Katowice,	Ostrava	et	al.).[242]	Largest	population	centres	of	the	European	Unionmetropolitan	regions,	Eurostat	2023[243]RankCity	nameState	Pop.RankCity	nameState
Pop.1ParisFrance12,388,38811BrusselsBelgium3,395,5812MadridSpain6,871,90312WarsawPoland3,269,5103BarcelonaSpain5,797,35613MarseilleFrance3,183,4764BerlinGermany5,481,61314BudapestHungary3,031,8875RuhrGermany5,147,82015MunichGermany2,980,3386MilanItaly4,329,74816NaplesItaly2,981,7357RomeItaly4,227,05917ViennaAustria2,971,7538AthensGreece3,626,21618LisbonPortugal2,899,6709HamburgGermany3,423,12119StuttgartGermany2,816,92410AmsterdamNetherlands3,397,32320PragueCzech
Republic2,796,717Main	article:	Languages	of	the	European	UnionSee	also:	Translation	Centre	for	the	Bodies	of	the	European	UnionOfficial	languages	by	percentage	of	speakers,	2012[m][failed	verification]LanguageNative	speakers[n]Total[o]German18%32%French13%26%Italian12%16%Spanish8%15%Polish8%9%Romanian5%5%Dutch4%5%Greek3%4%Hungarian3%3%Portuguese2%3%Czech2%3%Swedish2%3%Bulgarian2%2%English1%51%Slovak1%2%Danish1%1%Finnish1%1%Lithuanian1%1%Croatian1%1%Slovene


