
	

https://jajapozaxojima.maxudijuz.com/102466164159143924377914057549219705917747?welawodipipubabasusadoxowusomedozumalatudeniwelowovimomutawefasigekipe=gamatidegobukidanufalosazajebupijawivesoxotekulomukoduledotolawerisarikikemisatomirizezonelimuvimuzemipekigaraxamomomexunipomukatoxibaxowivodewitogimadedagevaluzavuwijokikijigasibikewijawiwaligokuregibupakaxup&utm_term=que+es+la+glock&lirikugonewutigaguwijodebomukatejubekubofasabede=nusofugomomedajijurowatifutizekewunujafebedojazububibakedotakevuwawusezujuganavusivofunatitijesinudegodekozurimi
























Series	of	pistols	This	article	is	about	the	semi-automatic	pistol.	For	other	uses,	see	Glock	(disambiguation).	Glock	A	first-generation	Glock	17	adopted	by	the	Norwegian	Armed	Forces	under	the	P80	designationType	Semi-automatic	pistol	Machine	pistol	(Glock	18)	Place	of	originAustriaService	historyIn	service1982–presentUsed	bySee	UsersWars	Kurdish-Turkish	conflict[1]	War	in	Afghanistan
Iraq	War	Mexican	drug	war	Syrian	Civil	War	War	in	Iraq	Russo-Ukrainian	War	Russian	invasion	of	Ukraine[2][3]	2024	conflict	in	Ecuador[4]	Production	historyDesignerGaston	GlockDesigned1979–1982ManufacturerGlock	Ges.m.b.H.Produced1982–presentNo.	built20,000,000	as	of	2020[5]VariantsSee	VariantsSpecificationsCartridge	9×19mm	Parabellum	10mm	Auto	.22	LR	.357	SIG	.380	ACP
.40	S&W	.45	ACP	.45	GAP	ActionShort	recoil,	locked	breech,	tilting	barrel	(straight	blowback	for	Glock	25,	28	and	44)Rate	of	fire1,100–1,400	rounds/min	(Glock	18)Muzzle	velocity375	m/s	(1,230	ft/s)	(Glock	17,	17C,	18,	18C)[6]Effective	firing	range50	m	(55	yd)	(Glock	17,	17C,	18,	18C)Feed	system6-,	10-,	13-,	15-,	17-,	19-,	24-,	25-,	31-,	33-,	or	40-round[7]	detachable	box	magazine,	or	50-	or
100-round[8]	detachable	drum	magazine	Glock	(German:	[ˈglɔk];	stylized	as	GLOCK)	is	a	brand	of	polymer-framed,	short-recoil-operated,	striker-fired,	locked-breech	semi-automatic	pistols	designed	and	produced	by	Austrian	manufacturer	Glock	Ges.m.b.H.	The	firearm	entered	Austrian	military	and	police	service	in	1982	after	becoming	the	top	performer	in	reliability	and	safety	tests.[9]	Glock
pistols	have	become	the	company's	most	profitable	line	of	products,	and	have	been	supplied	to	national	armed	forces,	security	agencies,	and	police	forces	in	at	least	48	countries.[10]	Glocks	are	also	popular	among	civilians	for	recreational	and	competition	shooting	and	self-defense.[11]	The	company's	founder	and	head	engineer,	Gaston	Glock	(1929–2023),	had	no	experience	with	firearms
design	or	manufacture	at	the	time	his	first	pistol,	the	Glock	17,	was	being	prototyped.	Glock	had	extensive	experience	in	advanced	synthetic	polymers,	which	was	instrumental	in	the	company's	design	of	the	first	commercially	successful	line	of	pistols	with	a	polymer	frame.[12]	Glock	introduced	ferritic	nitrocarburizing	into	the	firearms	industry	as	an	anticorrosion	surface	treatment	for	metal
gun	parts.[13]	In	1980,	the	Austrian	Armed	Forces	announced	that	it	would	seek	tenders	for	a	new,	modern	duty	pistol	to	replace	their	World	War	II–era	Walther	P38	handguns.[9]	The	Federal	Ministry	of	Defence	of	Austria	formulated	a	list	of	17	criteria	for	the	new	generation	service	pistol,	including	requirements	that	it	would	be	self	loading;	fire	the	NATO-standard	9×19mm	Parabellum
round;	the	magazines	were	not	to	require	any	means	of	assistance	for	loading;	be	secure	against	accidental	discharge	from	shock,	strike,	and	drop	from	a	height	of	2	m	(6	ft	7	in)	onto	a	steel	plate.[9]	After	firing	15,000	rounds	of	standard	ammunition,	the	pistol	was	to	be	inspected	for	wear.	The	pistol	was	to	then	be	used	to	fire	an	overpressure	test	cartridge	generating	5,000	bar	(500	MPa;
73,000	psi).[dubious	–	discuss]	The	normal	maximum	operating	pressure	(Pmax)	for	the	9	mm	NATO	is	2,520	bar	(252	MPa;	36,500	psi).[14]	Glock	became	aware	of	the	Austrian	Army's	planned	procurement,	and	in	1982,	assembled	a	team	of	Europe's	leading	handgun	experts	from	military,	police,	and	civilian	sport-shooting	circles	to	define	the	most	desirable	characteristics	in	a	combat	pistol.
[9]	Within	three	months,	Glock	had	developed	a	working	prototype	that	combined	proven	mechanisms	and	traits	from	previous	pistol	designs.[15]	In	addition,	the	plan	was	to	make	extensive	use	of	synthetic	materials	and	modern	manufacturing	technologies,	which	led	to	the	Glock	17	becoming	a	cost-effective	candidate.	Several	samples	of	the	Glock	17	(so	named	corresponding	to	its	magazine
capacity[16]	or	because	it	was	the	17th	patent	procured	by	the	company)[17]	were	submitted	for	assessment	trials	in	early	1982,	and	after	passing	all	of	the	exhaustive	endurance	and	abuse	tests,	the	Glock	emerged	as	the	winner.[18][19][20]	According	to	Friedrich	Dechant,	former	head	of	the	Austrian	Armaments	and	Defence	Technology	Agency,	the	Glock	P80	was	clearly	superior	to	other
handguns	in	terms	of	performance,	handling,	charging	capacity	and	price.[21]	The	handgun	was	adopted	into	service	with	the	Austrian	military	and	law	enforcement	in	1982	as	the	Pistole	80	(P80),[22]	with	an	initial	order	for	25,000	guns.[15]	The	Glock	17	outperformed	eight	different	pistols	from	five	other	established	manufacturers	(Heckler	&	Koch	of	Germany	offered	their	P7M8,	P7M13,
and	P9S,	SIG	Sauer	of	Switzerland	bid	with	their	P220	and	P226	models,	Beretta	of	Italy	submitted	their	model	92SB-F,	FN	Herstal	of	Belgium	proposed	an	updated	variant	of	the	Browning	Hi-Power,	and	the	Austrian	Steyr	Mannlicher	entered	the	competition	with	the	GB).[23]	The	results	of	the	Austrian	trials	sparked	a	wave	of	interest	in	Western	Europe	and	overseas,	particularly	in	the
United	States,	where	a	similar	effort	to	select	a	service-wide	replacement	for	the	M1911	had	been	going	on	since	the	late	1970s	(known	as	the	Joint	Service	Small	Arms	Program).	In	late	1983,	the	United	States	Department	of	Defense	inquired	about	the	Glock	pistol	and	received	four	samples	of	the	Glock	17	for	unofficial	evaluation.[24]	Glock	was	then	invited	to	participate	in	the	XM9
Personal	Defense	Pistol	Trials,	but	declined	because	the	DOD	specifications	would	require	extensive	retooling	of	production	equipment	and	providing	35	test	samples	in	an	unrealistic	time	frame.[24]	In	1985,	after	joint	Norwegian	and	Swedish	trials	from	1983	to	1985,	the	Glock	17	was	accepted	into	service	as	the	P80	in	Norway,	and	in	1988	as	the	Pistol	88	in	Sweden,	where	it	surpassed	all
prior	NATO	durability	standards.[25][26][24]	As	a	result,	the	Glock	17	became	a	standard	NATO-classified	sidearm	and	was	granted	a	NATO	Stock	Number	(1005-25-133-6775).[24]	By	1992,	some	350,000	pistols	had	been	sold	in	more	than	45	countries,	including	250,000	in	the	United	States	alone.[22]	Starting	in	2013,	the	British	Armed	Forces	began	replacing	the	Browning	Hi-Power	pistol
with	the	Glock	17	Gen	4,	due	to	concerns	about	weight	and	the	external	safety	of	the	Hi-Power.[27]	The	British	preferred	the	Glock	17	Gen	4	over	the	Beretta	Px4	Storm,	FN	FNP,	Heckler	&	Koch	P30,	SIG	Sauer	P226,	Smith	&	Wesson	M&P,	and	Steyr	M9A1	of	which	19	pistols	each,	all	chambered	in	9×19	mm	Parabellum,	were	entered	in	the	R9GSP	trials.[28][29]	The	French	Armed	Forces
(FAF)	in	2020	began	replacing	their	MAC	Mle	1950	and,	to	a	lesser	extent,	their	PAMAS	G1	pistols	with	Glock	17	Gen	5	models	specifically	made	for	the	FAF.[30]	The	French	preferred	the	Glock	17	Gen	5	over	the	HS2000	and	CZ	P-10	offerings	that	also	made	it	to	the	final	selection	phase.[31]	Glock	has	updated	its	basic	design	several	times	throughout	its	production	history.	A	"first-
generation"	Glock	17	with	the	slide	locked	back,	displaying	its	vertical	barrel	tilt	The	first-generation	(Gen	1)	Glock	pistols	are	most	notably	recognized	by	their	smoother	"pebble	finish"	grip	and	finger	groove-less	frames.	The	Gen	1	frame	pattern	and	design	was	used	by	Glock	from	1982	through	1988	and	pre-dates	the	checkered	grip	patterns	used	in	the	second	generation	of	Glock	pistols.
The	first	Glock	17s	imported	to	the	US	were	serialized	with	an	alphanumeric	(two-letter	prefix	followed	by	three	numbers)	stamped	into	the	slide,	barrel,	and	a	small	metal	plate	inserted	into	the	bottom	side	of	the	polymer	frame.	The	first	documented	Glock	17s	(by	serial	number)	imported	into	the	US	were	from	the	AF000	series	in	January	1986,	followed	by	AH000,	AK000,	and	AL000.[32]
These	early	Glock	(Gen	1)	pistols	(serial	number	prefix	AF	through	AM)	were	also	manufactured	with	a	barrel	that	had	a	smaller	overall	diameter	and	thinner	bore	walls,	later	known	as	"pencil	barrels".	The	barrels	were	later	redesigned	with	thicker	bore	walls,	and	manufacturing	continued	to	evolve	and	improve	the	design	of	Glock	pistols.[33]	Many	of	the	first-generation	Glocks	were	shipped
and	sold	in	the	iconic	"Tupperware"	style	plastic	boxes.	The	earliest	Glock	boxes	had	ammunition	storage	compartments	that	allowed	for	17	rounds	of	9mm	to	be	stored	with	the	pistol.	This	box	design	was	later	changed	by	Glock	to	meet	BATF	import	requirements,	and	the	ammunition	storage	compartments	were	removed.[33]	A	"second-generation"	Glock	17,	identified	by	the	checkering	on
the	front	and	rear	straps	of	the	pistol	grip	and	trigger	guard	A	mid-life	upgrade	to	the	Glock	pistols	involved	the	addition	of	checkering	on	the	front	strap	and	trigger	guard	and	checkering	and	serrations	to	the	back	strap.	These	versions,	introduced	in	1988,	were	informally	referred	to	as	"second-generation"	or	Gen2	models,	though	Glock	did	not	mark	the	pistols	Gen2.[34]	In	1991,	an
integrated	recoil	spring	assembly	replaced	the	original	two-piece	recoil	spring	and	tube	design.	The	magazine	was	slightly	modified,	changing	the	floorplate	and	fitting	the	follower	spring	with	a	resistance	insert	at	its	base.[citation	needed]	A	"third-generation"	Glock	17C,	identified	by	the	addition	of	an	extra	cross	pin	above	the	trigger,	finger	grooves,	a	reshaped	extractor	that	serves	as	a
loaded	chamber	indicator,	and	an	accessory	rail	In	1998,	the	frame	was	further	modified	with	an	accessory	rail	(called	the	"Universal	Glock	rail")	similar	to	a	Picatinny	rail	to	allow	the	mounting	of	laser	sights,	tactical	lights,	and	other	accessories.	Thumb	rests	on	both	sides	of	the	frame	and	finger	grooves	on	the	front	strap	were	added.	Glock	pistols	with	these	upgrades	are	informally	referred
to	as	(early)	"third-generation"	models.	Later	third-generation	models	additionally	featured	a	modified	extractor	that	serves	as	a	loaded	chamber	indicator,	and	the	locking	block	was	enlarged,	along	with	the	addition	of	an	extra	cross	pin	to	aid	the	distribution	of	bolt	thrust	forces	exerted	by	the	locking	block.	This	cross	pin	is	known	as	the	locking	block	pin	and	is	located	above	the	trigger	pin.
[35]	The	polymer	frames	of	third-generation	models	can	be	black,	flat	dark	earth,	or	olive	drab.	Besides	that,	non-firing	dummy	pistols	("P"	models)	and	non-firing	dummy	pistols	with	resetting	triggers	("R"	models)	have	a	bright	red	frame,	and	Simunition-adapted	practice	pistols	("T"	models)	a	bright	blue	frame	for	easy	identification.[36]	In	2009,	the	Glock	22	RTF2	(Rough	Textured	Frame	2)
(chambered	in	.40	S&W)	was	introduced.	This	pistol	featured	a	new	checkering	texture	around	the	grip	and	new	scalloped	(fish	gill-shaped)	serrations	at	the	rear	of	the	sides	of	the	slide.[37][38]	Many	of	the	existing	models	became	available	in	the	RTF2	version,	including	the	17,[39]	31,	32,	23,	21,	and	19.	Some	of	those	did	not	have	the	fish	gills.[original	research?]	A	"fourth-generation"
Glock	17,	identified	by	an	enlarged	and	reversible	magazine	release	catch,	modified	rough	texture	frame	grip	checkering,	interchangeable	backstraps,	and	a	"Gen4"	rollmark	on	the	slide	A	"fourth-generation"	Glock	19	At	the	2010	SHOT	Show,	Glock	presented	the	"fourth	generation",	now	dubbed	"Gen4"	by	Glock	itself.[40]	Updates	centered	on	ergonomics	and	the	recoil	spring	assembly.	The
initial	two	fourth-generation	models	announced	were	the	full-sized	Glock	17	and	Glock	22,	chambered	for	the	9×19mm	Parabellum	and	.40	S&W	cartridges,	respectively.	The	pistols	were	displayed	with	a	modified	rough-textured	frame	(RTF-4),	front	grip	strap	with	finger	grooves,	interchangeable	backstraps	of	different	sizes,	and	an	accessory	rail.[34]	"Gen4"	is	rollmarked	on	the	slide	next	to
the	model	number	to	identify	the	fourth-generation	pistols.	The	basic	grip	size	of	the	fourth-generation	Glock	pistols	is	slightly	smaller	compared	to	the	previous	design.	A	punch	is	provided	to	remove	the	standard	trigger	housing	pin	and	replace	it	with	the	longer	cross	pin	needed	to	mount	the	medium	or	large	backstrap	that	will	increase	the	trigger	distance	by	2	mm	(0.079	in)	or	4	mm
(0.16	in).	With	the	medium	backstrap	installed,	the	grip	size	is	identical	to	the	third-generation	pistols.	The	magazine	release	catches	are	enlarged	and	reversible	for	left-handed	use.[citation	needed]	To	use	the	exchangeable	magazine	release	feature,	fourth-generation	Glock	magazines	have	a	notch	cut	on	both	sides	of	the	magazine	body.	Earlier	versions	of	the	magazines	will	not	lock	into	the
Gen4	pistols	if	the	user	has	moved	the	magazine	release	button	to	be	operated	by	a	left-handed	user.	Gen4	magazines	will	work	in	older	models.[41]	Mechanically,	fourth-generation	Glock	pistols	are	fitted	with	a	dual	recoil	spring	assembly	to	help	reduce	perceived	recoil	and	increase	service	life	expectancy.	Earlier	subcompact	Glock	models	such	as	the	Glock	26	and	Glock	30	have	already
used	a	dual	recoil	spring	assembly	that	was	carried	over	to	the	fourth-generation	versions	of	those	models.	The	slide	and	barrel	shelf	have	been	resized,	and	the	front	portion	of	the	polymer	frame	has	been	widened	and	internally	enlarged,	to	accommodate	the	dual	recoil	spring	assembly.	The	trigger	mechanism	housing	has	also	been	modified	to	fit	into	the	smaller-sized	grip	space.[42][43][44]
[45][46]	The	introduction	of	fourth-generation	Glock	pistols	continued	in	July	2010	when	the	Glock	19	and	Glock	23,	the	reduced	size	"compact"	versions	of	the	Glock	17	and	Glock	22,	became	available	for	retail.[47]	In	late	2010,	Glock	continued	the	introduction	of	fourth-generation	models	with	the	Glock	26	and	Glock	27	"subcompact"	variants.	In	January	2013,	more	fourth-generation	Glock
pistols	were	introduced	commercially	during	the	annual	SHOT	Show,	including	the	Glock	20	Generation	4	along	with	other	fourth-generation	Glock	models.[citation	needed]	In	September	2011,	Glock	announced	a	recoil	spring	exchange	program	in	which	the	manufacturer	voluntarily	offers	to	exchange	the	recoil	spring	assemblies	of	its	fourth-generation	pistols	(with	the	exception	of	the
"subcompact"	Glock	26	and	Glock	27	models)	sold	before	22	July	2011	at	no	cost	"to	ensure	our	products	perform	up	to	GLOCK's	stringent	standards",	according	to	the	company.[48]	On	29	June	2016,	the	United	States	Federal	Bureau	of	Investigation	(FBI)	awarded	a	contract	to	Glock	to	provide	new	9×19mm	Parabellum	chambered	duty	pistols.[49]	The	solicitation	specifications	deviated	from
the	specifications	of	Glock	fourth-generation	models.[50]	Features	found	in	the	M	series	pistols	evolved	into	what	become	Glock's	Fifth	Generation	or	Gen5	pistols.[34]	In	August	2016,	the	Indianapolis	Metro	Police	Department	(IMPD)	started	training	with	a	batch	of	Glock	17M	pistols.	The	most	obvious	difference	with	the	Glock	third-	and	fourth-generation	models	on	published	images	is	the
omission	of	finger	grooves	on	the	grip.[51]	In	October	of	that	year,	the	IMPD	issued	a	17M	voluntary	recall	following	failures	encountered	while	dry	firing	the	pistols	during	training.	According	to	Major	Riddle	with	the	IMPD,	"Glock	is	working	to	correct	the	problem	and	we	hope	to	begin	issuing	the	new	[17Ms]	as	soon	as	December."[52][53]	A	"fifth	generation"	Glock	17	Gen	5	FR	used	by	a
French	soldier	In	August	2017,	Glock	presented	the	"fifth	generation"	or	"Gen	5".	The	revisions	centered	on	ergonomics	and	improving	reliability.	Many	parts	of	fifth-generation	Glock	pistols	cannot	be	interchanged	with	those	of	the	previous	generations.	The	two	fifth-generation	models	announced	were	the	Glock	17	and	Glock	19,	chambered	for	the	9×19mm	Parabellum.	Some	conspicuous
changes	on	the	fifth-generation	models	are	ambidextrous	slide	stop	levers,	DLC	surface	finish	for	barrel	and	slide,	a	barrel	featuring	a	revised	style	of	polygonal	rifling	(called	the	"Glock	Marksman	Barrel"	by	Glock),	a	deeper	recessed	barrel	crown,	omission	of	the	finger	grooves	on	the	grip,	a	flared	magazine	well,	and	a	reintroduction	of	a	half-moon-shaped	cutout	on	the	bottom	front	of	the
grip.	The	locking	block	pin	located	above	the	trigger	pin	that	was	introduced	in	the	third	generation	is	omitted.	Many	internal	parts	were	less	conspicuously	revised.[54][55][56][57][58]	"Gen	5"	is	rollmarked	on	the	slide	next	to	the	model	number	to	identify	the	fifth-generation	pistols.	The	"Gen	5"	slide	can	feature	front	serrations	(FS)	to	provide	an	additional	tactile	traction	surface	choice.	The
magazines	were	also	revised	for	the	fifth-generation	models:	the	redesigned	magazine	floor	plates	feature	a	frontward	protruding	lip	to	offer	grip	for	manual	assisted	extraction	and	the	magazine	follower	became	orange	colored	for	easier	visual	identification.[citation	needed]	The	Glock	17	is	a	short	recoil–operated,	locked-breech	semi-automatic	pistol	that	uses	a	modified	Browning	cam-lock
system	adapted	from	the	Hi-Power	pistol.[59]	The	firearm's	locking	mechanism	uses	a	linkless,	vertically	tilting	barrel	with	a	rectangular	breech	that	locks	into	the	ejection	port	cut-out	in	the	slide	(the	SIG	Sauer	system).	During	the	recoil	stroke,	the	barrel	moves	rearward	initially	locked	together	with	the	slide	about	3	mm	(0.12	in)	until	the	bullet	leaves	the	barrel	and	chamber	pressure	drops
to	a	safe	level.	A	ramped	lug	extension	at	the	base	of	the	barrel	then	interacts	with	a	tapered	locking	block	integrated	into	the	frame,	forcing	the	barrel	down	and	unlocking	it	from	the	slide.	This	camming	action	terminates	the	barrel's	movement	while	the	slide	continues	back	under	recoil,	extracting	and	ejecting	the	spent	cartridge	casing.	The	slide's	uninterrupted	rearward	movement	and
counter-recoil	cycle	are	characteristic	of	the	Browning	system.[60]	Glock	pistols	incorporate	a	number	of	features	intended	to	enhance	reliability	in	adverse	conditions,	such	as	utilizing	advanced	metal	coatings,	"stub"	slide	guides	instead	of	true	frame	rails,	and	an	unusual	cocking	mechanism	wherein	the	trigger	is	partially	responsible	for	cocking	the	striker.[61][better	source	needed]	By
relying	partially	on	force	from	the	shooter's	trigger	finger	to	cock	the	striker,	a	Glock	effectively	reduces	the	load	on	the	recoil	spring	as	the	slide	moves	forward	into	battery,	whereas	almost	all	other	striker-fired	pistols	on	the	market	rely	fully	on	the	recoil	spring	to	cock	the	striker.[62][better	source	needed]	A	subcompact	Glock	30	field	stripped	to	its	main	groups	with	a	.45	ACP	round	The
slide	features	a	spring-loaded	claw	extractor,	and	the	stamped	sheet	metal	ejector	is	pinned	to	the	trigger	mechanism	housing.[63]	Pistols	after	2002	have	a	reshaped	extractor	that	serves	as	a	loaded	chamber	indicator.	When	a	cartridge	is	present	in	the	chamber,	a	tactile	metal	edge	protrudes	slightly	out	immediately	behind	the	ejection	port	on	the	right	side	of	the	slide.[64]	The	striker	firing
mechanism	has	a	spring-loaded	firing	pin	that	is	cocked	in	two	stages	that	the	firing	pin	spring	powers.	The	factory-standard	firing	pin	spring	is	rated	at	24	N	(5.4	lbf),	but	by	using	a	modified	firing	pin	spring,	it	can	be	increased	to	28	N	(6.3	lbf)	or	to	31	N	(7.0	lbf).[65]	When	the	pistol	is	charged,	the	firing	pin	is	in	the	half-cock	position.	As	the	trigger	is	pulled,	the	firing	pin	is	then	fully
cocked.	At	the	end	of	its	travel,	the	trigger	bar	is	tilted	downward	by	the	connector,	releasing	the	firing	pin	to	fire	the	cartridge.	The	connector	resets	the	trigger	bar	so	that	the	firing	pin	will	be	captured	in	half-cock	at	the	end	of	the	firing	cycle.	This	is	known	as	a	preset	trigger	mechanism,	referred	to	as	the	"Safe	action"	trigger	by	the	manufacturer.	The	connector	ensures	the	pistol	can	only
fire	semiautomatically.[citation	needed]	The	factory-standard,	two-stage	trigger	has	a	trigger	travel	of	12.5	mm	(0.49	in)	and	is	rated	at	25	N	(5.6	lbf),	but	by	using	a	modified	connector,	it	can	be	increased	to	35	N	(7.9	lbf)	or	lowered	to	20	N	(4.5	lbf).	In	response	to	a	request	made	by	American	law	enforcement	agencies	for	a	two-stage	trigger	with	increased	trigger	pull,	Glock	introduced	the
NY1	(New	York)	trigger	module,	which	features	a	flat	spring	in	a	plastic	housing	that	replaces	the	trigger	bar's	standard	coil	spring.	This	trigger	modification	is	available	in	two	versions:	NY1	and	NY2	that	are	rated	at	25	N	(5.6	lbf)	to	40	N	(9.0	lbf)	and	32	N	(7.2	lbf)	to	50	N	(11.2	lbf),	respectively,	which	require	about	20	N	(4.5	lbf)	to	30	N	(6.7	lbf)	of	force	to	disengage	the	safeties	and	another
10	N	(2.2	lbf)	to	20	N	(4.5	lbf)	in	the	second	stage	to	fire	a	shot.[citation	needed]	The	Glock's	frame,	magazine	body,	and	several	other	components	are	made	from	a	high-strength	nylon-based	polymer	invented	by	Gaston	Glock,	called	Polymer	2.[66]	This	plastic	was	specially	formulated	to	provide	increased	durability	and	is	more	resilient	than	carbon	steel	and	most	steel	alloys.	Polymer	2	is
resistant	to	shock,	caustic	liquids,	and	temperature	extremes	where	traditional	steel/alloy	frames	would	warp	and	become	brittle.[66]	The	injection-molded	frame	contains	four	hardened	steel	guide	rails	for	the	slide:	two	at	the	rear	of	the	frame,	and	the	remaining	pair	above	and	in	front	of	the	trigger	guard.	The	trigger	guard	itself	is	squared	off	at	the	front	and	checkered.	The	grip	has	an
angle	of	109°	and	a	nonslip,	stippled	surface	on	the	sides	and	both	the	front	and	rear	straps.[67]	The	frame	houses	the	locking	block,	which	is	an	investment	casting	that	engages	a	45°	camming	surface	on	the	barrel's	lower	camming	lug.	It	is	retained	in	the	frame	by	a	steel	axis	pin	that	holds	the	trigger	and	slide	catch.	The	trigger	housing	is	held	to	the	frame	by	means	of	a	polymer	pin.	A
spring-loaded	sheet-metal	pressing	serves	as	the	slide	catch,	which	is	secured	from	unintentional	manipulation	by	a	raised	guard	molded	into	the	frame.	Because	of	its	polymer	construction,	there	were	initially	fears	that	Glock	pistols	would	be	invisible	to	airport	X-ray	machines,	making	them	easy	to	illegally	import	into	the	United	States.	In	actuality,	84%	of	the	gun's	weight	is	from	steel,	and
Polymer	2	is	visible	to	X-ray	machines.	The	myth's	prevalence	is	believed	to	be	connected	to	a	scene	that	perpetuated	the	myth	in	Die	Hard	2,	which	released	a	few	years	after	the	Glock	was	invented.[68]	In	1988,	the	Undetectable	Firearms	Act	was	passed	in	the	United	States,	banning	the	manufacture	or	import	of	any	gun	that	could	pass	undetected	through	a	metal	detector.[citation	needed]
The	Glock	pistol	has	a	relatively	low	slide	profile,	which	holds	the	barrel	axis	close	to	the	shooter's	hand	and	makes	the	pistol	more	comfortable	to	fire	by	reducing	muzzle	rise	and	allows	for	faster	aim	recovery	in	rapid	firing	sequences.	The	rectangular	slide	is	milled	from	a	single	block	of	ordnance-grade	steel	using	CNC	machinery.[69]	The	barrel	and	slide	undergo	two	hardening	processes
prior	to	treatment	with	a	proprietary	nitriding	process	called	Tenifer.	The	Tenifer	treatment	is	applied	in	a	500	°C	(932	°F)	nitrate	bath.[66]	The	Tenifer	finish	is	between	0.04	and	0.05	mm	(0.0016	and	0.0020	in)	in	thickness,	and	is	characterized	by	extreme	resistance	to	wear	and	corrosion;	it	penetrates	the	metal,	and	treated	parts	have	similar	properties	even	below	the	surface	to	a	certain
depth.[70]	The	Tenifer	process	produces	a	matte	gray-colored,	nonglare	surface	with	a	64	Rockwell	C	hardness	rating	and	a	99%	resistance	to	salt	water	corrosion	(which	meets	or	exceeds	stainless	steel	specifications),[69]	making	the	Glock	particularly	suitable	for	individuals	carrying	the	pistol	concealed	as	the	highly	chloride-resistant	finish	allows	the	pistol	to	better	endure	the	effects	of
perspiration.[70]	Glock	steel	parts	using	the	Tenifer	treatment	are	more	corrosion	resistant	than	analogous	gun	parts	having	other	finishes	or	treatments,	including	Teflon,	bluing,	hard	chrome	plating,	or	phosphates.[70]	During	2010,	Glock	switched	from	the	salt	bath	nitriding	Tenifer	process	to	a	not	exactly	disclosed	gas	nitriding	process.	After	applying	the	nitriding	process,	a	black
Parkerized	decorative	surface	finish	is	applied.	The	underlying	nitriding	treatment	will	remain,	protecting	these	parts	even	if	the	decorative	surface	finish	were	to	wear	off.[13]	A	fourth	generation	Glock	17	consists	of	34	parts.[65]	For	maintenance,	the	pistol	disassembles	into	five	main	groups:	the	barrel,	slide,	frame,	magazine,	and	recoil-spring	assembly.	The	firearm	is	designed	for	the
NATO-standard	9×19mm	Parabellum	cartridge,	but	can	use	high-power	(increased	pressure)	+P	ammunition	with	either	full-metal-jacket	or	jacketed	hollow-point	projectiles.[citation	needed]	The	hammer-forged	barrel	has	a	female	type	polygonal	rifling	with	a	right-hand	twist.	The	stabilization	of	the	round	is	not	by	conventional	rifling,	using	lands	and	grooves,	but	rather	through	a	polygonal
profile	consisting	of	a	series	of	six	or	eight	interconnected	noncircular	segments	(only	the	.45	ACP	and	.45	GAP	have	octagonal	polygonal	rifling).	Each	depressed	segment	within	the	interior	of	the	barrel	is	the	equivalent	of	a	groove	in	a	conventional	barrel.	Thus,	the	interior	of	the	barrel	consists	of	smooth	arcs	of	steel	rather	than	sharply	defined	slots.	Instead	of	using	a	traditional	broaching
machine	to	cut	the	rifling	into	the	bore,	the	hammer	forging	process	involves	beating	a	slowly	rotating	mandrel	through	the	bore	to	obtain	the	hexagonal	or	octagonal	shape.[71]	As	a	result,	the	barrel's	thickness	in	the	area	of	each	groove	is	not	compromised	as	with	conventional	square-cut	barrels.	This	has	the	advantage	of	providing	a	better	gas	seal	behind	the	projectile	as	the	bore	has	a
slightly	smaller	diameter,	which	translates	into	more	efficient	use	of	the	combustion	gases	trapped	behind	the	bullet,[71]	slightly	greater	(consistency	in)	muzzle	velocities,	and	increased	accuracy	and	ease	of	maintenance.[72][better	source	needed]	The	newer	lines	of	Glock	pistols—i.e.	Gen5,	G42/43—are	equipped	with	the	Glock	Marksmanship	Barrel,	or	GMB.	While	older	barrels	were
somewhat	difficult	to	identify	a	bullet	as	coming	from	a	particular	barrel	with	high	enough	reliability	for	evidentiary	use,	the	newer	GMB	ones	are	designed	differently.	A	study	by	Stephen	Christen	and	Hans	Rudolf	Jordi,	published	by	Forensic	Science	International	in	February	2019,	shows	that	the	new	GMB	barrels	leave	more	identifiably	unique	markings	on	the	fired	projectile.	These	marks
were	more	easily	identified	than	previous	pistol	barrel	markings,	and	were	sufficient	for	reliably	tying	a	bullet	to	a	particular	barrel.	The	study	used	a	comparison	microscope	and	an	ABIS	(Evofinder).[73]	Glock	pistols	lack	a	traditional	on-off	safety	lever,	which	Glock	markets	as	an	advantage,	especially	to	police	departments,	as	the	user	is	able	to	fire	immediately	without	separately
manipulating	a	safety.[74]	Instead,	the	pistols	are	designed	with	three	independent	safety	mechanisms	to	prevent	accidental	discharge.	The	system,	designated	"Safe	Action"	by	Glock,	consists	of	an	external	integrated	trigger	safety	and	two	automatic	internal	safeties:	a	firing	pin	safety	and	a	drop	safety.[75]	The	external	safety	is	a	small	inner	lever	contained	in	the	trigger.	Pressing	the	lever
activates	the	trigger	bar	and	sheet	metal	connector.	The	firing	pin	safety	is	a	solid	hardened	steel	pin	that,	in	the	secured	state,	blocks	the	firing	pin	channel	(disabling	the	firing	pin	in	its	longitudinal	axis).	It	is	pushed	upward	to	release	the	firing	pin	for	firing	only	when	the	trigger	is	actuated	and	the	safety	is	pushed	up	through	the	backward	movement	of	the	trigger	bar.	The	drop	safety
guides	the	trigger	bar	in	a	ramp	that	is	released	only	when	direct	rearward	pressure	is	applied	to	the	trigger.	The	three	safety	mechanisms	are	automatically	disengaged	one	after	the	other	when	the	trigger	is	squeezed,	and	are	automatically	reactivated	when	the	trigger	is	released.[22][76]	In	2003,	Glock	announced	the	Internal	Locking	System	(ILS)	safety	feature	named	Glock	Safety	Lock.
[77]	The	ILS	is	a	manually	activated	lock	located	in	the	back	of	the	pistol's	grip.	It	is	cylindrical	in	design	and,	according	to	Glock,	each	key	is	unique.	When	activated,	the	lock	causes	a	tab	to	protrude	from	the	rear	of	the	grip,	giving	both	a	visual	and	tactile	indication	as	to	whether	the	lock	is	engaged	or	not.[78]	When	activated,	the	ILS	renders	the	Glock	unfireable,	as	well	as	making	it
impossible	to	disassemble.	When	disengaged,	the	ILS	adds	no	further	safety	mechanisms	to	the	Glock	pistol.	The	ILS	is	available	as	an	option	on	most	Glock	pistols.	Glock	pistols	cannot	be	retrofitted	to	accommodate	the	ILS.	The	lock	must	be	factory-built	in	Austria	and	shipped	as	a	special	order.[citation	needed]	A	Glock	9×19mm	Parabellum	17-round	magazine.	The	numbered	witness	holes
at	the	back	portion	visually	indicate	how	many	cartridges	are	contained	in	the	magazine.	The	Glock	17	feeds	from	staggered-column	or	double	stack	magazines	that	have	a	17-round	capacity	(which	can	be	extended	to	19	with	an	optional	floor	plate)	or	optional	24	or	33-round	high-capacity	magazines.[79]	For	jurisdictions	which	restrict	magazine	capacity	to	10	rounds,	Glock	offers	single-
stack,	10-round	magazines.	The	magazines	are	made	of	steel	and	are	overmolded	with	plastic.	A	steel	spring	drives	a	plastic	follower.	After	the	last	cartridge	has	been	fired,	the	slide	remains	open	on	the	slide	stop.	The	slide	stop	release	lever	is	located	on	the	left	side	of	the	frame	directly	beneath	the	slide	and	can	be	manipulated	by	the	thumb	of	the	right-handed	shooter.[citation	needed]
Glock	magazines	are	interchangeable	between	models	of	the	same	caliber,	meaning	that	a	compact	or	subcompact	pistol	will	accept	magazines	designed	for	the	larger	pistols	chambered	for	the	same	round.	However,	magazines	designed	for	compact	and	subcompact	models	will	not	function	in	larger	pistols	because	they	are	not	tall	enough	to	reach	the	slide	and	magazine	release.	For
example,	the	subcompact	Glock	26	will	accept	magazines	from	both	the	full-size	Glock	17	and	the	compact	Glock	19,	but	the	Glock	17	will	not	accept	magazines	from	the	smaller	Glock	19	or	the	Glock	26.	The	magazines	for	the	Glock	36,	the	Glock	42,	the	Glock	43,	and	the	Glock	44	are	all	unique;	they	cannot	use	magazines	intended	for	another	model,	nor	can	their	magazines	be	used	in	other
models.[citation	needed]	Standard	sighting	arrangement	of	a	"first-generation"	Glock	17	The	first	Glock	pistols	sent	to	the	United	States	in	1985	failed	to	meet	the	BATF	import	"points"	requirement,	requiring	Glock	to	quickly	develop	an	adjustable	rear	sight	which	allowed	for	the	pistols	to	be	imported	and	sold	commercially	in	1986.	It	is	believed	that	Glock	designed	and	created	this
adjustable	rear	sight	over	a	weekend	in	order	to	meet	the	ATF's	importation	requirements,	and	so	it	was	dubbed	the	"weekend"	sight.	These	first-generation	adjustable	rear	sights	extended	past	the	slide	and	were	susceptible	to	breaking.[80]	Even	on	later	models,	the	front	sight	can	easily	become	misshapen	from	friction	against	the	holster,[81]	leading	to	replacements	with	metal	sights,	or
tritium	illuminated	night	sights.[82]	More	commonly	today,	the	Glock	17	has	a	fixed	polymer	combat-type	sighting	arrangement	that	consists	of	a	ramped	front	sight	and	a	notched	rear	sight	with	white	contrast	elements	painted	on	for	increased	acquisition	speed	–	a	white	dot	on	the	front	post	and	a	rectangular	border	on	the	rear	notch.	Some	newer	rear	sights	can	be	adjusted	for	windage	(on
certain	models	due	to	the	windage	sights	not	coming	as	factory	default),	as	it	has	a	degree	of	lateral	movement	in	the	dovetail	it	is	mounted	in.	Three	other	factory	rear	sight	configurations	are	available	in	addition	to	the	standard	6.5	mm	(0.26	in)	height	sight:	a	lower	impact	6.1	mm	(0.24	in)	sight,	and	two	higher	impact	versions	–	6.9	mm	(0.27	in)	and	7.3	mm	(0.29	in).[83]	The	Glock	pistol
accessories	available	from	the	factory	include	several	devices	for	tactical	illumination,	such	as	a	series	of	front	rail-mounted	"Glock	tactical	lights"	featuring	a	white	tactical	light	and	an	optional	visible	laser	sight.	An	alternate	version	of	the	tactical	light	using	an	invisible	infrared	light	and	laser	sight	is	available,	designed	to	be	used	with	an	infrared	night	vision	device.	Another	lighting
accessory	is	an	adapter	to	mount	a	flashlight	onto	the	bottom	of	a	magazine.	Polymer	holsters	in	various	configurations	and	matching	magazine	pouches	are	available.	In	addition,	Glock	produces	optional	triggers,	recoil	springs,	slide	stops,	magazine	release	levers,	and	maritime	spring	cups.	Maritime	spring	cups	are	designed	to	allow	the	pistol	to	be	fired	immediately	after	being	submerged	in
water.	They	feature	additional	openings	that	allow	liquids	to	flow	and	escape	around	them,	offering	enhanced	reliability	when	water	has	penetrated	into	the	firing	pin	assembly	channel.	Magazine	floor	plates	(or	+2	baseplates),	which	expand	the	capacity	of	the	standard	magazines	by	two	rounds,	are	available	for	models	chambered	for	the	9×19mm	Parabellum,	.45	GAP,	.40	S&W,	.357	SIG,
and	.380	ACP	cartridges.	In	addition	to	the	standard	nonadjustable	polymer	sight	line,	three	alternative	sight	lines	are	offered	by	Glock.	These	consist	of	steel,	adjustable,	and	self-illuminating	tritium	night	rear	sights	and	factory	steel	and	self-illuminating	tritium	contrast	pointer	steel	front	sights.[84]	The	Glock	17	along	with	many	variants	can	accept	pistol	conversion	kits,	with	one	such
example	being	the	FAB-Defense	KPOS	Scout.[85]	They	can	also	accept	special	stocks	like	the	Flux	Defense	Brace.[86]	Main	article:	Glock	switch	A	Glock	switch	is	an	aftermarket	accessory	which	depresses	the	firearm's	sear,	allowing	fully	automatic	fire.	Without	the	proper	license,	they	are	illegal	in	the	United	States.[87]	Glock	began	producing	limited	edition	and	commemorative	Glocks	in
1991.	Glock	later	produced	a	series	of	anniversary	models	to	celebrate	business	milestones	and	in	honor	of	20,	25,	and	30	years	of	US	sales.	Additionally,	many	law	enforcement	agencies	had	the	department	name,	logo,	or	badges	engraved	on	the	slides	of	issued	duty	weapons.[33]	This	section	needs	additional	citations	for	verification.	Please	help	improve	this	article	by	adding	citations	to
reliable	sources	in	this	section.	Unsourced	material	may	be	challenged	and	removed.	(May	2024)	(Learn	how	and	when	to	remove	this	message)	Following	the	introduction	of	the	Glock	17,	numerous	variants	and	versions	have	been	offered.	Variants	that	differ	in	caliber,	frame,	and	slide	length	are	identified	by	different	model	numbers	with	the	exception	of	a	few	models	with	a	letter	suffix	(the
Glock	17L,	19X,	30S,	and	43X).	The	original	double-stack	"small	frame"	Glock	pistols	are	made	in	five	form	factors,	all	modeled	after	the	original	full-sized	Glock	17.	"Standard"	models	are	designed	as	full-sized	duty	firearms	with	a	large	magazine	capacity.	"Compact"	models	are	slightly	smaller	with	reduced	magazine	capacity	and	lighter	weight	while	maintaining	a	usable	grip	length.
"Subcompact"	models	are	designed	for	easier	carry	and	being	lighter	and	shorter,	are	intended	to	be	used	with	two	fingers	on	the	grip	below	the	trigger	guard	and	lack	an	accessory	rail	like	the	larger,	after	generation	two,	Glock	models.	The	other	two	form	factors	use	the	full-size	"standard"	frame	with	longer	slides	that	include	a	lower	section	to	fill	in	the	space	between	the	frame's	dust
cover	and	the	front	of	the	slide.	The	first	of	these	are	the	"long	slide"	models,	which	were	too	long	for	certain	IPSC	classes,	necessitating	the	creation	of	the	intermediate	"competition"	models.	Currently,	available	chamberings	for	all	five	form-factors	are	9mm	Parabellum	(9×21mm	in	certain	countries)	and	.40	Smith	&	Wesson.	Additionally,	.357	SIG	and	.45	GAP	chamberings	are	offered	in
"standard",	"compact",	and	"subcompact"	models,	while	.380	ACP	is	offered	only	in	"compact"	and	"sub-compact"	models.	Recently,	so-called	"crossover"	versions	in	9mm	Parabellum	pair	short	(front	to	back)	"compact"	frames	with	longer	"standard"	grip	lengths.	This	was	initially	to	provide	a	longer-grip,	higher	capacity	version	of	the	Glock	19	(Glock	19X	and	Glock	45),	but	Glock	developed
the	Glock	47	for	US	Customs	and	Border	Patrol	which	used	the	G45	frame	with	a	G17	length	slide	that	included	a	front	section	to	fill	in	the	gap	between	the	dust	cover	and	the	front	of	the	slide,	a	design	that	fits	the	same	overall	dimensions	as	the	Glock	17.	Naturally,	the	next	step	was	to	couple	this	slide	with	the	Glock	19	Frame,	creating	the	Glock	49.	There	are	also	the	wider	double-stack
"large	frame"	Glock	pistols	for	use	with	larger	calibers,	currently	in	10mm	Auto	and	.45	ACP.	These	models	have	bigger,	wider	slides	and	frames	and	are	larger	than	the	smaller-chambered	pistols.	These	come	in	only	"standard",	"subcompact",	"competition"	(.45	ACP	only),	and	"long	slide"	(10mm	only).	Additionally,	Glock	introduced	the	"subcompact"	Glock	30S	in	.45	ACP	adjusted	to	use	the
slimmer	lighter	slide	of	the	Glock	36.	Also,	in	2007,	Glock	introduced	a	"short	frame"	version	of	these	large	frame	weapons	to	provide	a	grip	better	suited	to	small	hands.	The	short	frame	was	originally	designed	to	compete	in	the	now	cancelled	U.S.	military	Joint	Combat	Pistol	trials	for	a	new	.45	ACP	pistol	to	replace	the	M9	pistol.	Glock's	entry	featured	an	optional	ambidextrous	magazine
release	and	MIL-STD-1913	rail	along	with	a	reduction	in	the	size	of	the	backstrap.	The	Glock	21SF	was	originally	available	in	three	versions:	one	with	a	Picatinny	rail	and	ambidextrous	magazine	release	and	two	with	a	Universal	Glock	rail	available	with	or	without	the	ambidextrous	magazine	release.	However,	the	ambidextrous	release	and	picatinny	rail	were	soon	dropped.	As	of	January	2009,
the	Glock	20,	21,	29,	and	30	were	offered	in	short-framed	variations.	These	models	incorporate	a	2.5	mm	(0.098	in)	reduction	in	trigger	reach,	and	full-sized	models	feature	a	4	mm	(0.16	in)	reduction	in	heel	depth,	which	corresponds	to	an	overall	reduction	in	length	for	those	models.[88][89][90]	The	short	frame	models	were	not	introduced	for	the	Gen	4	and	Gen	5	models,	as	the	replaceable
backstraps	design	makes	a	separate	short	frame	version	redundant.	Glock	also	produces	single-stack	"slimline"	models,	targeting	the	concealed	carry	market.	The	first	was	introduced	with	Gen	3	in	.45	ACP	as	the	Glock	36.	More	recently,	after	the	introduction	of	Gen	5,	came	the	Glock	42	in	.380	ACP,	followed	by	the	Glock	43	in	9mm	Parabellum.	The	most	recent	additions	to	the	"slimline"
series,	the	43X	and	48,	were	introduced	together	in	9mm	Parabellum.	These	have	longer	grips	that	allow	for	a	full	three-finger	hold	and	a	10-round	capacity.	The	43X	is	a	long	grip	"crossover"	43,	while	the	48	has	a	longer	slide	to	provide	a	"slimline"	version	of	the	"compact"	Glock	19.	Glock	Variants	with	normal	frame	width	(slide	size/grip	size)	Caliber	Subcompact	(SC)/SC	Compact	(C)/C
C/Standard	(Std)	Std/C	Std/Std	Competition/Std	Long	Slide/Std	9×19mm	G26	G19,[a]	G46	G19X,[b]	G45[c]	G49[d]	G17,[e]	G18,	G47,[f]	P80	G34[g]	G17L[h]	10mm	Auto	G29	G20[i]	G40[j]	.45	ACP	G30,	G30S[k]	G21[l]	G41[m]	.40	S&W	G27	G23	G22[n]	G35[o]	G24[p]	.380	Auto	G28	G25	.357	SIG	G33	G32	G31	.45	G.A.P.	G39	G38	G37	22	LR	G44	^	G19	compact	size	slide	is	interchangeable	with
G47	and	G49	standard	size	slides	and	the	G19X	and	G45	compact	size	slides.	^	G19X	compact	size	slide	is	interchangeable	with	G47	and	G49	standard	size	slides	and	the	G19	and	G45	compact	size	slides.	^	G45	compact	size	slide	is	interchangeable	with	G47	and	G49	standard	size	slides	and	the	G19	and	G19X	compact	size	slides.	^	G49	standard	size	slide	is	interchangeable	with	G47
standard	size	slide	and	G19,	G19X,	and	G45	compact	size	slides.	^	G17	standard	size	slide	is	interchangeable	with	G17L	long	slide	and	G34	competition	size	slide.	^	G47	standard	size	slide	is	interchangeable	with	G49	standard	size	slide	and	G19,	G19X,	and	G45	compact	size	slides.	^	G34	competition	size	slide	is	interchangeable	with	G17	standard	size	slide	and	G17L	long	slide.	^	G17L	long
slide	is	interchangeable	with	G17	standard	size	slide	and	G34	competition	size	slide.	^	G20	standard	size	slide	is	interchangeable	with	G40	long	slide.	^	G40	long	slide	is	interchangeable	with	G20	standard	size	slide.	^	G30S	slim	slide	is	interchangeable	with	G36	slim	slide.	^	G21	standard	size	slide	is	interchangeable	with	G41	long	slide.	^	G41	long	slide	is	interchangeable	with	G21	standard
size	slide.	^	G22	standard	size	slide	is	interchangeable	with	G24	long	slide	and	G35	competition	size	slide.	^	G35	competition	size	slide	is	interchangeable	with	G22	standard	size	slide	and	G24	long	slide.	^	G24	long	slide	is	interchangeable	with	G22	standard	size	slide	and	G35	competition	size	slide.	Glock	Variants	with	slimline	frame	width	(slide	size/grip	size)	Caliber	Subcompact	(SC)/SC
SC/Compact	(C)	C/C	9×19mm	G43	(slim)[a]	G43X	(slim)[b]	G48	(slim)[c]	.45	ACP	G36	(slim)[d]	.380	Auto	G42	(slim)	^	G43	subcompact	size	slide	is	interchangeable	with	G43X	subcompact	and	G48	compact	slide.	^	G43X	subcompact	size	slide	is	interchangeable	with	G43	subcompact	and	G48	compact	slide.	^	G48	compact	size	slide	is	interchangeable	with	subcompact	slides	of	G43	and	G43X.
^	G36	slim	slide	is	interchangeable	with	G30S	slim	slide.	Glock	17:	The	Glock	17	is	the	original	9×19mm	Parabellum	model,	with	a	standard	magazine	capacity	of	17	rounds,	introduced	in	1982.	Initial	samples	of	the	new	civilian	offering	were	marked	Glock	82.	But,	it	was	decided	not	to	use	the	year	to	designate	civilian	models,	but	to	begin	the	model	numbers	at	17	and	continue	numerically
from	there.	Glock	also	offers	a	version	of	the	standard	magazine	which	incorporates	a	longer	"+2"	base	plate	to	provide	a	capacity	of	19	rounds.	Also,	a	10-round	version	of	the	standard	magazine	was	created	for	markets	that	restrict	the	magazine	capacity	of	handguns.	Glock	also	offers	an	extended	24-round	(with	flush	base	plate)	magazine	for	the	Glock	17.	Finally,	the	Glock	17	can	use	the
Glock	18's	extended	33-round	(with	+2	base	plate)	magazine.	The	base	plates	for	the	extended	magazines	can	be	swapped	out	to	create	26-	and	31-round	magazines	as	well.	The	longest	serving	of	the	Glocks,	the	Glock	17	can	be	had	with	numerous	"options"	such	as	a	threaded	barrel,	or	slides	cut	for	the	Modular	Optic	System	(MOS).	Some	options,	such	as	the	universal	Glock	rail	have
become	standard.	In	addition,	some	features	have	been	given	their	own	suffixed	model	designations	creating	entirely	new	models,	all	of	which	can	use	the	same	magazines	as	the	Glock	17:	Glock	17L:	Introduced	in	1988,	the	17L	incorporates	a	longer	slide	and	extended	barrel.	Initially,	the	Glock	17L	had	three	holes	in	the	top	of	the	barrel	and	a	corresponding	slot	in	the	slide;	however,	later
production	pistols	lack	the	holes	in	the	barrel.	The	Glock	17L	is	manufactured	in	limited	quantities.	Glock	17C:	Introduced	in	1996,	the	17C	incorporates	slots	cut	in	the	barrel	and	slide	to	compensate	for	recoil.	Many	other	Glock	pistols	now	come	with	this	option,	all	with	a	"C"	suffix	on	the	slide.	Glock	17MB:	The	17MB	is	a	version	with	ambidextrous	magazine	catch.	This	model,	along	with	the
other	MB	variants,	was	no	longer	available	upon	the	introduction	of	the	fourth-generation	models,	which	have	a	reversible	magazine	catch.	Glock	17M:	Introduced	in	2016,	the	17M	was	created	in	response	to	an	FBI	solicitation	for	a	new	full-size	9mm	pistol.	Differences	from	the	Generation	4	model	include	removal	of	the	finger	grooves,	ambidextrous	slide	lock,	rounded	slide	nose	profile,
flared	magazine	well	with	new	magazine	baseplates,	and	a	tougher	finish	on	metal	components.	The	Glock	17M	also	abandons	the	polygonal	rifling	of	previous	models	for	conventional	rifling.[91]	As	of	2017[update],	the	Federal	Bureau	of	Investigation,	the	South	Carolina	Highway	Patrol	and	the	Ontario	Provincial	Police[92]	have	adopted	the	pistol	as	standard.	Glock	P80:	Introduced	in	2020,
the	P80	was	commissioned	by	United	States	firearms	distributor	Lipsey's	to	create	an	exclusive	commemorative	Glock	model,	the	Pistole	80.	The	P80	is	a	throwback	to	the	original	Glock	17	Gen	1	type	pistol	chambered	in	9×19mm	with	original	Gen	1	frame	and	stippling	and	Gen	2	/	Gen	3	internals	Man	firing	a	fully	automatic	9×19mm	Glock	18	machine	pistol	with	a	shoulder	stock	Glock	18:
The	Glock	18	is	a	selective-fire	variant	of	the	Glock	17,	developed	at	the	request	of	the	Austrian	counter-terrorist	unit	EKO	Cobra,	and	as	a	way	to	internally	test	Glock	components	under	high	strain	conditions.[93]	Originally	produced	in	1986,	this	machine	pistol–class	firearm	has	a	lever-type	fire-control	circular	selector	switch,	installed	on	the	serrated	portion	of	the	rear	left	side	of	the	slide.
With	the	selector	lever	in	the	bottom	position,	the	pistol	fires	fully	automatically	at	a	cyclic	rate	of	1,100–1,400	RPM	(rounds	per	minute),	and	with	the	selector	lever	in	the	top	position,	the	pistol	fires	semi-automatically.	The	firearm	is	typically	used	with	an	extended	33-round-capacity	magazine	and	may	be	fired	with	or	without	a	shoulder	stock,	although	other	magazines	from	the	Glock	17	can
be	used,	with	available	capacities	of	10,	17,	19	or	24	rounds.	Unlike	all	Glock's	other	pistols,	it	is	only	offered	to	military,	law	enforcement,	and	government	organizations.[94]	Early	Glock	18	models	were	ported	to	reduce	muzzle	rise	during	automatic	fire.	A	very	early	design	introduced	a	longer	ported	barrel,	which	was	soon	discarded	as	it	would	not	fit	in	a	holster.	Another	compensated
variant	was	produced,	known	as	the	Glock	18C.	It	has	a	keyhole	opening	cut	into	the	forward	portion	of	the	slide,	similar	to	the	opening	on	the	Glock	long-slide	models,	although	the	Glock	18	has	a	standard-length	slide.	The	keyhole	opening	provides	an	area	to	allow	the	four,	progressively	larger	(from	back	to	front)	compensator	cuts	machined	into	the	barrel	to	vent	the	propellant	gases
upwards,	affording	more	control	over	the	rapid-firing	machine	pistol.	Glock	18C:	The	compensator	cuts	start	about	halfway	back	on	the	top	of	the	barrel.	The	two	rear	cuts	are	narrower	than	the	two	front	cuts.	The	slide	is	hollowed,	or	dished-out,	in	a	rectangular	pattern	between	the	rear	of	the	ejection	port	and	the	rear	sight.	The	rate	of	fire	in	fully	automatic	mode	is	around	1,100–1,200
rounds	per	minute.	Most	of	the	other	characteristics	are	equivalent	to	the	Glock	17,	although	the	slide,	frame,	and	certain	fire-control	parts	of	the	Glock	18	are	not	interchangeable	with	other	Glock	models.[95][96]Glock	19	Gen	3	Glock	19:	The	Glock	19	is	effectively	a	reduced-size	Glock	17,	called	the	"Compact"	by	the	manufacturer.	It	was	first	produced	in	1988,	primarily	for	military	and	law
enforcement.	The	Glock	19's	barrel	and	pistol	grip	are	shorter	by	about	12	mm	(0.5	in)	than	the	Glock	17,	and	it	uses	a	magazine	with	a	standard	capacity	of	15	rounds.	A	10-round	version	of	this	magazine	is	also	made	for	markets	that	restrict	the	magazine	capacity	of	handguns.	And,	a	"+2"	base	plate	can	make	the	standard	magazine	into	a	longer	17-round	magazine.	The	pistol	is	also
compatible	with	any	magazines	designed	for	the	Glock	17	and	Glock	18,	providing	factory	magazine	capacities	of	17,	19,	24	and	33.	Changing	out	base	plates	adds	capacities	of	26	or	31.	To	preserve	the	operational	reliability	of	the	short	recoil	system,	the	mass	of	the	slide	remains	the	same	as	in	the	Glock	17	from	which	it	is	derived.	With	the	exception	of	the	slide,	frame,	barrel,	locking	block,
recoil	spring,	guide	rod,	and	slide	lock	spring,	all	of	the	other	components	are	interchangeable	between	the	models	17	and	19.	The	Glock	19	Gen	4	MOS	(Modular	Optic	System)	has	also	been	used	by	Special	Operations	Forces	as	the	MK27	MOD	2.[97]	One	of	the	oldest	of	the	Glock	pistols,	options	like	threaded	barrel	and	MOS	slide	cuts	are	available,	and	suffixed	model	designations	have
been	created	for	some	features,	all	of	which	excepting	the	G19X	can	use	any	magazine	the	G19	can:Glock	19X	proposed	by	Glock	Ges.m.b.H.	for	XM17	Modular	Handgun	System	competition	Glock	19X:	The	19X	is	the	civilian	version	of	Glock's	entry	to	the	XM17	Modular	Handgun	System	competition	for	the	United	States	Armed	Forces.	It	features	a	Glock	19	slide	with	a	Glock	17-like	frame	in
coyote	color	instead	of	the	regular	Glock	black	color.	The	frame	includes	a	lanyard	loop	and	a	front	lip	in	the	magazine	which	purpose	is	to	make	changing	magazines	with	gloves	on	easier,	but	this	means	the	new	Gen	5	17-round	magazines	cannot	be	used	in	the	Glock	19X	because	the	front	lip	will	block	the	extended	magazine	floor	plates	from	locking	into	the	19X's	magazine	well.	This	can	be
remedied	by	switching	to	a	Gen	4–style	magazine	floor	plate[98]	or	with	a	factory	+2	extension.	The	G19X	can	use	any	factory	G17	magazine	for	Gen	4	and	prior.	It	is	only	the	Gen	5	17-	and	19-round	magazines	that	it	can't	accept.	The	19X	comes	standard	with	night	sights	and	includes	one	17-round	magazine	and	two	19-round	magazines,	all	in	coyote	color.	The	Glock	19X	has	proven	to	be
one	of	Glock's	best	selling	pistols,	with	over	100,000	sold	within	6	months	of	the	19X	first	being	released.[99]	Glock	19M:	Introduced	in	2016,	the	19M	was	created	in	response	to	an	FBI	solicitation	for	a	new	compact	9mm	pistol.	Differences	from	the	Generation	4	model	include	removal	of	the	finger	grooves,	ambidextrous	slide	stop,	rounded	slide	nose	profile,	flared	magazine	well	with	new
magazine	baseplates,	and	a	tougher	finish	on	metal	components.	The	Glock	19M	also	abandons	the	polygonal	rifling	of	previous	models	for	conventional	rifling.	The	US	Marine	Corps	fielded	the	Glock	19M,	designated	as	the	M007,	to	CID	(Criminal	Investigation	Division)	and	Marine	One	personnel.[100]	Glock	19	Canadian:	The	limit	for	Restricted	Class	firearms	in	Canada	is	a	105mm	barrel,
so,	due	to	its	102mm	barrel,	the	standard	Glock	19	is	too	short	to	be	legal.	Starting	in	2017,	a	market	specific	Glock	19	has	been	sold	in	Canada	with	a	106mm	barrel	and	a	distinctive	laser-engraved	hollow	maple	leaf	on	the	right	side	of	the	slide.[101][102]The	subcompact	Glock	26	with	factory	adjustable	sights	in	9×19mm	Parabellum	Glock	26:	The	Glock	26	is	a	9×19mm	"subcompact"
variant	designed	for	concealed	carry	and	was	introduced	in	1995,	mainly	for	the	civilian	market.	It	has	also	been	acquired	by	the	US	military	and	designated	MK	26.[103][104][105]	It	features	a	smaller	frame	compared	to	the	Glock	19,	with	a	pistol	grip	that	supports	only	two	fingers,	a	shorter	barrel	and	slide,	and	a	double-stack	magazine	with	a	standard	capacity	of	10	rounds.	A	factory
magazine	with	a	+2	extension	gives	a	capacity	of	12	rounds.	In	addition,	the	Glock	26	can	use	factory	magazines	from	the	Glock	17,	Glock	18,	and	Glock	19,	and	one	can	swap	out	base	plates	to	give	it	capacities	of	15,	17,	19,	24,	26,	31	and	33	rounds.	More	than	simply	a	"shortened"	Glock	19,	design	of	the	subcompact	Glock	26	required	extensive	rework	of	the	frame,	locking	block,	and	spring
assembly	that	features	a	dual	recoil	spring.	MOS	options	are	available,	but	so	far	the	Glock	universal	rail	is	not	offered.	There	is	also:	Glock	26	for	U.S.	Customs	and	Border	Protection	(CBP):	This	Glock	is	a	Generation	5	Glock	for	the	CBP	that	incorporates	a	flared	magazine	well	with	an	extended,	longer	grip	than	that	of	the	usual	Gen	5	Glock	26.	Moreover,	the	magazine	well	is	flat	across	and
has	no	bump	as	the	Glock	25	Gen	5	or	the	G19X.	In	addition,	it	offers	a	longer	11-round	magazine.[106]	Glock	34:	The	Glock	34	is	a	competition	version	of	the	Glock	17.	It	is	similar	to	its	predecessor,	the	Glock	17L,	but	with	a	slightly	shorter	slide	and	barrel,	to	meet	the	maximum	size	requirements	for	many	sanctioned	action	pistol	sporting	events.	It	was	developed	and	produced	in	1998,	and
compared	to	the	Glock	17,	features	a	21	mm	(0.8	in)	longer	barrel	and	slide.	It	has	an	extended	magazine	release,	extended	slide	stop	lever,	20	N	(4.5	lbf)	trigger	pull,	and	an	adjustable	rear	sight.	The	sides	at	the	front	of	the	slide	are	slanted	instead	of	squared.	Further,	the	top	of	the	slide	and	parts	of	its	inside	are	milled	out,	creating	a	conspicuous	hole	at	the	top	designed	to	reduce	front-end
muzzle	weight	to	better	balance	the	pistol	and	reduce	the	overall	weight	of	the	slide.[107]	The	Glock	34	can	accept	any	magazine	the	Glock	17	can	accept.	Glock	43:	The	Glock	43	is	a	"slimline"	version	of	the	subcompact	Glock	26	that	features	an	ultracompact	slide	and	frame.	The	Glock	43	is	the	first	Glock	pistol	to	be	manufactured	with	a	single-stack	9×19mm	Parabellum	magazine,	having	a
standard	capacity	of	six	rounds	and	being	unique	to	the	model.	Unlike	other	subcompact	Glock	pistols,	the	Glock	43	cannot	use	factory	magazines	from	its	larger	relatives	due	to	its	single-stack	magazine	design.	It	also	does	not	allow	the	removal	of	the	backplate	grip	as	is	possible	on	the	4th	gen	Glocks.	The	magazine	is	thinner	than	the	Glock	43X,	and	the	Glock	43	cannot	accept	magazines	for
the	Glock	43X.	Glock	43X:	The	43X	is	similar	to	the	43	except	it	has	a	longer	and	thicker	grip	for	an	increased	magazine	capacity	of	10	rounds.	The	grip	of	the	Glock	43X	is	comparable	to	the	48	and	can	be	interchanged.	Glock	43X	magazines	do	not	fit	into	the	Glock	43,	or	vice	versa.	The	43X	also	features	front	slide	serrations,	a	built-in	extended	beaver	tail,	a	reversible	magazine	catch
(similar	to	Gen	5	models),	GMB	rifling	(again	similar	to	Gen	5	models),	and	a	two-tone	finish	(silver	slide/black	receiver).[108]	In	the	EU	the	43X	comes	with	a	rail.[109]	At	least	three	aftermarket	sources	manufacture	15-round	flush-fit	magazines	for	the	Glock	43X	and	Glock	48,	which	make	the	Glock	43X	and	Glock	48	match	the	standard	capacity	of	the	Glock	19	in	a	narrower	pistol.
[110]Glock	45	MOS	Glock	45:	The	Glock	45	,	similar	to	the	Glock	19X,	incorporates	Gen5	features	catered	for	police	use.	The	Glock	45	frame	features	a	Glock	17	full	size	grip	length	with	a	shorter	Glock	19	length	dust	cover	and	is	fitted	with	a	Glock	19	slide	with	front	slide	serrations.	Unlike	the	Glock	19X,	the	Glock	45	features	a	flared	magazine	well	and	can	accommodate	Gen	5	magazines,
because	unlike	the	19X,	the	Glock	45	does	not	have	the	front	lip	that	blocks	the	Gen	5	magazine's	extended	floor	plate.	The	Glock	45	also	deletes	the	lanyard	loop	found	at	the	back	of	the	grip	on	the	19X	and	comes	standard	with	plastic	sights	instead	of	the	night	sights	standard	on	the	19X.[111]	Glock	46:	The	Glock	46	is	a	"compact"	version	like	the	Glock	19.	This	model	has	a	rotating	barrel
breech	lock	system.[112]	It	had	been	designed	as	option	to	bid	for	a	service	pistol,	with	law	enforcement	agencies	in	Germany	at	state	and	federal	level	in	mind.	The	differing	breech	lock	system	makes	it	possible	to	disassemble	the	firearm	without	the	need	to	press	the	trigger,	but	only	with	no	projectile	chambered.	Also,	enhanced	drop-safety	is	a	must	–	the	model	complies	with	the
specifications	in	the	German	technical	guideline	(Technische	Richtlinie	"Pistole")	for	service	pistols.	Police	in	Saxony-Anhalt	chose	the	Glock	46	TR	among	three	competitors	and	are	to	receive	up	to	8,600	new	pistols	until	2021	for	over	6,400	officers,	replacing	their	ageing	Pistole	6	(P6),	a	SIG	Sauer	P225	variant.	The	state	of	Saxony-Anhalt	is	the	first	introducing	a	pistol	made	by	Glock	as
standard-issue	sidearm	into	its	force.[113][114][115]	Glock	47:	The	Glock	47	is	a	full-sized	handgun	created	for	the	U.S.	Customs	and	Border	Protection,	who	wanted	a	version	of	the	Glock	17	that	has	full	parts	compatibility	with	a	Glock	19,	saving	for	the	slide	and	barrel.	This	means	that	the	G47	slide	and	barrel	can	be	put	on	a	G19	frame	to	give	the	G19	a	longer	slide,	barrel,	and	sight	radius
(the	equivalent	of	a	Glock	49),	and	the	G19	slide	and	barrel	can	be	put	on	a	G47	frame	to	create	a	pistol	that	functions	like	a	Glock	45.	The	G47	recoil	spring	assembly	is	the	same	as	for	the	G19.	The	G47	frame	is	the	same	as	for	the	G45	with	a	shorter	dust	cover,	and	the	G17-length	slide	is	modified	to	fill	in	the	gap	in	a	similar	manner	to	the	G34.	The	G47	also	comes	with	MOS	cuts	and
magazines	that	have	the	Gen	5	extended	base	plate.[116]	In	short,	G47	and	G19	Gen5/MOS/MOD1/FS	have	modularity	between	both	pistols.[117]	Reportedly,	the	US	Secret	Service	is	also	using	this	model,	and	the	G47	Gen	5	MOS	is	now	available	to	the	public.	Glock	48:	The	Glock	48	is	a	"slimline"	version	similar	to	the	subcompact	Glock	43	and	43X.	All	components	of	the	Glock	48	are
identical	to	the	Glock	43X	except	the	slide	and	barrel	which	are	longer.	The	slides	for	the	Glock	43,	Glock	43X,	and	Glock	48	are	functional	on	any	of	those	three	frames.	The	G48	features	a	4.17-inch-long	barrel,	front	slide	serrations,	a	built-in	extended	beaver	tail,	a	reversible	magazine	catch	(similar	to	Gen	5	models),	GMB	rifling	(again	similar	to	Gen	5	models),	a	two-tone	finish	(silver
slide/black	receiver),	and	a	magazine	capacity	of	10	rounds.[109]	In	the	EU,	Glock	offers	the	48	and	the	43X	with	a	rail.[109]	At	least	three	aftermarket	sources	manufacture	15-round	flush-fit	magazines	for	the	Glock	43X	and	Glock	48,	which	make	the	Glock	43X	and	Glock	48	match	the	standard	capacity	of	the	Glock	19	in	a	narrower	pistol.	Glock	49:	In	November	2023,	American	firearms
distributor	TALO	Distributors	announced	the	introduction	of	the	Glock	49.	It	used	the	full-length	Glock	47	slide	and	the	Glock	19	frame.	The	slide	is	cut	for	the	MOS	optics	option.	The	model	is	sold	exclusively	through	TALO	Distributors,	and	Glock	does	not	offer	to	sell	it	directly.[118]	The	new	model	is	essentially	a	crossover	similar	to	the	Glock	45,	but	in	reverse.	Instead	of	a	compact	slide
mated	to	a	full-grip	frame,	it	is	a	full-length	slide	mated	to	a	compact	frame.[citation	needed]	Rare	within	the	United	States,	a	Glock	17	chambered	in	9×21mm	The	9×21mm	pistol	cartridge	was	adopted	and	commercialized	by	Israel	Military	Industries	for	those	markets	(such	as	in	France,	Italy,	and	Mexico)[a]	where	military	service	cartridges	like	the	9×19mm	Parabellum	are	banned	for
civilian	use.	Glock	produces	9×21mm-chambered	versions	of	the	Model	17,	and	other	9mm	Parabellum	models,[119]	for	these	markets.	These	alternative	caliber	versions	are	marked	with	the	same	model	number	as	the	9mm	Parabellum	version[b]	only	differing	in	the	barrel	and	caliber	marking.	Glock	does	not	export	or	produce	the	9×21mm	pistols	for	the	United	States	commercial	market.
This	makes	any	9×21mm	Glock	model	a	unique	and	are	a	highly	desirable	item	for	US	firearm	collectors.	A	limited	number	of	9×21mm	Glocks	have	found	their	way	into	the	US	and	are	mostly	held	by	collectors	and	gun	enthusiasts.[120]	^	Both	France	and	Italy	have	since	dropped	this	restriction.	^	This	does	not	include	the	Glock	49,	which	is	only	being	marketed	to	the	US.	The	subcompact
third-generation	Glock	29	in	10mm	Auto	Glock	20:	The	Glock	20,	introduced	in	1991,	was	developed	for	the	then-growing	law	enforcement	and	security	forces	market	for	the	10mm	Auto.	The	pistol	handles	both	full-power	and	reduced	"FBI"	loads	that	have	reduced	muzzle	velocity.	Due	to	the	longer	cartridge	and	higher	pressures,	the	pistol	is	slightly	larger	than	the	Glock	17,	having	a	roughly
2.5	mm	(0.1	in)	greater	width	and	7	mm	(0.3	in)	greater	length.	Though	many	small	parts	interchange	with	the	Glock	17,	with	a	close	to	50%	parts	commonality,	the	major	assemblies	are	scaled-up	and	do	not	interchange.	The	standard	magazine	capacity	of	the	Glock	20	is	15	rounds,	and	there	are	no	other	factory	magazine	offerings.	In	2009,	Glock	announced	they	would	offer	a	152	mm
(6.0	in)	barrel	as	a	drop-in	option.[88]	Glock	20SF:	The	20SF	is	a	version	of	the	Glock	20	that	uses	the	Short	Frame	(SF)	which	is	based	on	the	standard	G20	frame	(same	width),	but	reduces	the	trigger	reach	from	the	back	of	the	grip	by	2.5	mm	(0.098	in)	and	the	heel	of	the	pistol	is	shortened	by	4	mm	(0.16	in)	so	the	trigger	can	be	reached	and	operated	better	by	users	with	relatively	small
hands.	Glock	29:	The	Glock	29	is	a	10mm	Auto	equivalent	of	the	subcompact	Glock	26	introduced	in	1997	along	with	the	Glock	30	(.45	ACP).	The	pistol	features	a	96	mm	(3.8	in)	barrel	and	a	standard	magazine	capacity	of	10	rounds.	Like	other	subcompact	Glock	pistols,	the	Glock	29	functions	with	the	factory	magazines	from	its	related	full-size	model,	giving	an	optional	capacity	of	15	rounds.
Glock	29SF:	The	29SF	version	of	the	Glock	29	uses	the	SF	which	is	based	on	the	standard	G29	frame	(same	width),	but	reduces	the	trigger	reach	from	the	back	of	the	grip	by	2.5	mm	(0.098	in).	Glock	40:	The	Glock	40,	introduced	in	2015,	is	a	10mm	Auto	equivalent	of	the	long-slide	Glock	17L.	The	Glock	40	is	only	made	with	the	"Gen4"	frame	and	"MOS"	(Modular	Optic	System)	configuration.
[121]	The	Glock	40	uses	the	same	magazine	as	the	Glock	20.	The	slim-frame	Glock	36	in	.45	ACP	Glock	pistols	chambered	for	the	.45	ACP	(and	the	.45	GAP)	feature	octagonal	polygonal	rifling	rather	than	the	hexagonal-shaped	bores	used	for	models	in	most	other	chamberings.[122]	Octagonal	rifling	provides	a	better	gas	seal	in	relatively	large	diameter	rifled	bores,	since	an	octagon	resembles
a	circle	more	closely	than	a	hexagon.[72]	Glock	21:	The	Glock	21	is	a	.45	ACP	version	of	the	Glock	20	designed	primarily	for	the	American	market.[123]	Compared	to	the	Glock	20	chambered	in	10mm	Auto,	the	slide	of	the	Glock	21	is	lighter	to	compensate	for	the	lower-energy	.45	ACP	cartridge.	The	standard	Glock	21	magazine	is	of	the	single-position-feed,	staggered-column	type	with	a
capacity	of	13	rounds.	While	there	is	no	other	factory	magazine,	a	"+1"	base	plate	is	available	to	make	the	magazine	14-round.	Glock	21SF:	The	21SF	is	a	version	of	the	Glock	21	that	uses	a	Short	Frame	lower	which	is	based	on	the	standard	G21	frame	(same	width),	but	reduces	trigger	reach	from	the	back	of	the	grip	by	2.5	mm	(0.098	in),	and	the	heel	of	the	pistol	is	shortened	by	4	mm
(0.16	in)	so	the	trigger	can	be	reached	and	operated	better	by	users	with	smaller	hands.	Glock	30:	The	Glock	30	is	a	.45	ACP	version	of	the	subcompact	Glock	29,	with	a	standard	magazine	capacity	of	10	rounds.	The	standard	magazine	includes	a	"+1"	base	plate,	and	can	be	made	into	a	9-round	magazine	by	swapping	in	a	flush	base	plate.	The	factory	magazine	from	the	Glock	21,	with	a
capacity	of	13	rounds	(14	rounds	with	the	+1	base	plate),	will	function	in	the	Glock	30.	Glock	30SF:	The	30SF	is	a	version	of	the	Glock	30	that	uses	a	Short	Frame	lower	which	is	based	on	the	standard	G30	frame	(same	width),	but	reduces	trigger	reach	from	the	back	of	the	grip	by	2.5	mm	(0.098	in).	The	G30SF	accepts	the	same	double-stack	.45ACP	magazines	as	the	G30	and	G21.[124]	Glock
30S:	The	30S	is	a	version	of	the	Glock	30	that	features	a	thin	slide	(same	slide	as	the	G36),	a	Short	Frame	lower,	and	the	same	double	stack	magazines	as	the	Glock	30	and	21.[125]	Like	the	G30,	G30S	magazines	holds	10	rounds.[126]	Glock	36:	The	Glock	36	is	a	"slimline"	version	of	the	subcompact	Glock	30	that	features	an	ultracompact	slide	and	frame	and	is	chambered	for	the	.45	ACP
cartridge.	The	Glock	36	is	the	first	Glock	pistol	to	be	manufactured	with	a	single-stack	magazine,	having	a	standard	capacity	of	six	rounds	and	being	unique	to	the	model.	The	Glock	36	cannot	use	factory	magazines	from	its	larger	relatives	due	to	its	single-stack	magazine	design.	Glock	41:	The	Glock	41	is	a	competition	version	of	the	Glock	21,	much	like	what	the	G34	is	in	relation	to	the	G17;	it
features	a	5.3-inch	barrel	and	an	elongated	slide.	The	Glock	41	is	only	made	with	the	"Gen4"	frame.[127]	Glock	22	OD	in	.40	S&W	with	Coyote	Brown	frame	The	competition-oriented	Glock	35	in	.40	S&W	In	1990,	Smith	&	Wesson	and	Winchester	developed	the	.40	Smith	&	Wesson	by	shortening	the	10mm	case.	This	created	a	round	that	was	more	powerful	than	the	9mm	Parabellum	but	with
more	manageable	recoil.	The	round	was	also	still	operable	in	the	smaller	frame	size	used	for	Glock	9mm	models.	As	is	typical	of	many	pistols	chambered	in	.40	S&W,	each	of	the	standard	Glock	models	(22,	23,	and	27)	may	be	easily	converted	to	the	corresponding	.357	SIG	chambering	(Glock	31,	32,	and	33,	respectively)	simply	by	replacing	the	barrel.	No	other	parts	need	to	be	replaced,	as	the
.40	S&W	magazines	will	feed	the	.357	SIG	rounds.	Glock	22:	The	Glock	22	is	a	.40	S&W	version	of	the	full-sized	Glock	17	introduced	in	1990.	The	pistol	uses	a	modified	slide,	frame,	and	barrel	to	account	for	the	differences	in	size	and	power	of	the	.40	S&W	cartridge.	The	standard	magazine	capacity	is	15	rounds.	A	10-round	version	of	this	magazine	is	also	offered	for	those	markets	where	the
magazine	capacity	for	handguns	is	restricted.	Additionally,	the	standard	magazine	is	available	with	a	"+1"	base	plate	to	make	it	a	16-round	magazine.	And,	there	is	a	Glock	factory	22-round	extended	magazine	offered.	One	can	also	swap	in	the	+1	base	plate	to	make	that	a	23-round	magazine.	The	Glock	Model	22	is	favored	and	used	by	multiple	law	enforcement	agencies	around	the	world,
including	the	Baltimore	Police	Department,	Los	Angeles	Police	Department,	Miami	Police	Department,	Maryland	State	Police,	Cumberland	County	Sheriff's	Department	(NJ),	Overland	Park	Police	Department,	Kansas	City	Police	Department,	Missouri	State	Highway	Patrol,	and	Alaska	State	Troopers	in	the	United	States;	the	NSW	Police	Force,	Queensland	Police	Service	and	the	Northern
Territory	Police	Force	in	Australia;	the	Edmonton	Police	Service,	Calgary	Police	Service,	Alberta	Sheriffs	Branch,	Winnipeg	Police	Service,	Toronto	Police	Service,	Ottawa	Police	Service,	and	British	Columbia	Sheriff	Service	in	Canada;	and	the	National	Bureau	of	Investigation	(Philippines).	Glock	23:	The	Glock	23	is	a	.40	S&W	version	of	the	compact	Glock	19.	It	is	dimensionally	identical	to	the
Glock	19,	but	is	slightly	heavier	and	uses	a	modified	slide,	frame,	.40	S&W	barrel,	and	a	standard	magazine	capacity	of	13	rounds.	For	jurisdictions	limiting	the	magazine	capacity	of	handguns,	Glock	offers	a	10-round	version	of	the	standard	magazine	as	well.	There	is	also	a	factory	14-round	version	of	the	standard	magazine	using	the	+1	base	plate.	Finally,	any	magazine	made	for	the	Glock	22
will	work	in	the	Glock	23.	Glock	24:	The	Glock	24	is	a	.40	S&W	long-slide	variant	of	the	Glock	22,	similar	in	concept	to	the	Glock	17L.	Additionally,	a	compensated,	ported-barrel	version	designated	the	24C	was	also	produced.	The	Glock	24	was	introduced	in	1994	and	officially	dropped	from	the	company's	regular	product	lineup	upon	the	release	of	the	Glock	34	and	35.[128]	The	Glock	24	can
use	any	magazine	made	for	the	Glock	22.	Glock	27:	The	Glock	27	is	a	.40	S&W	version	of	the	subcompact	Glock	26,	with	a	standard	magazine	capacity	of	9	rounds.	Glock	also	offers	a	10-round	version	of	this	magazine	with	the	+1	base	plate.	The	factory	magazines	from	the	larger	Glock	22	and	23	will	function	in	the	Glock	27,	increasing	capacity	to	13,	14,	15,	16	or	22	rounds.	Spacers	are
available	that	fit	on	these	larger-capacity	magazines	themselves;	they	have	the	effect	of	"extending"	the	magazine	well	of	the	pistol,	thereby	improving	the	ergonomic	feel	of	the	pistol	when	the	longer	magazines	are	inserted.	Glock	35:	The	Glock	35	is	a	.40	S&W	version	of	the	competition	Glock	34.	The	Glock	Model	35	was	the	service	pistol	for	the	Kentucky	State	Police,	but	by	the	summer	of
2017,	they	had	reverted	from	the	Glock	35	back	to	9mm	weapons	because	of	penetration	improvements	in	the	9mm	bullets,	noting	some	officers	had	never	been	able	to	make	the	switch	from	9mm	to	.40	S&W	in	the	first	place	due	to	their	struggles	in	mastering	the	higher	caliber.[129]	The	Glock	35	can	use	any	magazine	made	for	the	Glock	22.	The	Glock	42,	chambered	in	.380	ACP,	is
currently	the	smallest	Glock	handgun	produced	as	of	2023.	The	Glock	42	was	also	the	first	Glock	to	be	entirely	manufactured	domestically	in	the	United	States—due	to	import-export	restrictions	from	Austria	to	the	United	States	market.	The	first	two	.380	ACP	models	(Glock	25	and	28)	were	released	in	1995	to	provide	a	less	powerful	alternative	to	the	9mm	Parabellum	and	9×21mm,	primarily
intended	for	markets	such	as	Brazil	that	prohibit	civilian	ownership	of	firearms	chambered	in	more	powerful	calibers.[130]	Made	in	Austria,	import	restrictions	ban	civilian	importation	into	the	United	States,[131]	but	a	limited	Glock	28	run	was	manufactured	in	Glock's	US	plant	for	US	sale.	The	Glock	25	and	28	are	banned	in	Canada	as	they	do	not	meet	minimum	handgun	barrel	length
requirements.	Due	to	the	relatively	low	bolt	thrust	of	the	.380	ACP	cartridge,	the	locked-breech	design	of	the	Glock	19	and	Glock	26	was	minimally	modified	for	the	Glock	25	and	Glock	28	to	implement	unlocked	breech	operation.	It	operates	via	straight	blowback	of	the	slide.	This	required	modification	of	the	locking	surfaces	on	the	barrel,	as	well	as	a	redesign	of	the	former	locking	block.
Unusual	for	a	blowback	design,	the	barrel	is	not	fixed	to	the	frame.	It	moves	rearward	in	recoil	until	it	is	tilted	below	the	slide,	similar	to	the	standard	locked-breech	system.	The	reduced	size	and	mass	of	the	Glock	42	allowed	the	return	to	the	Glock-standard	locked-breech	design.	Glock	25:	The	Glock	25	,	introduced	in	1995,	is	a	blowback	derivative	of	the	compact	(102	mm	(4.0	in)	barrel)
Glock	19.	The	magazine	capacity	is	15	rounds.	Standard	fixed	sight	elevation	is	6.9	mm,	unlike	the	6.5	mm	elevation	used	for	the	9×19mm	models.[132]	Glock	28:	The	Glock	28	,	introduced	in	1997,	is	a	blowback	derivative	of	the	subcompact	(87	mm	(3.4	in)	barrel)	Glock	26.	The	standard	magazine	capacity	is	10	rounds,	but	the	15-round	Glock	25	magazine	will	function	in	the	Glock	28.
Standard	fixed-sight	elevation	is	6.9	mm,	unlike	the	6.5	mm	elevation	used	for	the	9×19mm	Parabellum	models.	Glock	42:	The	Glock	42	,	introduced	in	2014,	is	a	locked-breech	"slimline"	(83	mm	(3.3	in)	barrel)	design,	the	smallest	model	Glock	made.	The	single-stack	magazine	has	a	capacity	of	six	rounds.	US-manufactured	Glock	42s	may	be	sold	for	US	civilian	use.	The	subcompact	Glock	33	in
.357	SIG	In	1994,	SIG	and	Federal	developed	the	.357	SIG	to	match	the	ballistics	of	typical	.357	Magnum	loads.	This	was	done	by	necking	down	a	shortened	10mm	case	to	.357,	so	it	was	easy	for	Glock	to	alter	their	.40	Smith	&	Wesson	models	to	the	new	caliber.	As	is	typical	of	pistols	chambered	in	.357	SIG,	each	of	the	standard	Glock	models	(31,	32,	and	33)	may	be	easily	converted	to	the
corresponding	.40	S&W	chambering	(Glock	22,	23,	and	27,	respectively)	simply	by	replacing	the	barrel.	No	other	parts	need	to	be	replaced,	as	the	.357	SIG	magazines	will	feed	the	.40	S&W	round.	Though	marked	as	a	different	caliber,	the	.357	SIG	magazines	are	the	same	as	for	the	.40	S&W	models	and	interchangeable.	Glock	31:	The	Glock	31	is	a	.357	SIG	variant	of	the	full-sized	Glock	22.
The	standard	magazine	capacity	of	the	Glock	31	is	15	rounds.	It	can	accept	magazines	intended	for	the	Glock	22	as	well.	Glock	32:	The	Glock	32	is	a	.357	SIG	variant	of	the	compact	Glock	23.	The	standard	magazine	capacity	of	the	Glock	32	is	13	rounds.	It	can	accept	magazines	intended	for	the	Glock	31,	Glock	22,	or	Glock	23	as	well.	Glock	33:	The	Glock	33	is	a	.357	SIG	variant	of	the
subcompact	Glock	27.	The	standard	magazine	capacity	of	the	Glock	33	is	9	rounds.	It	can	also	accept	magazines	intended	for	the	Glock	32,	Glock	31,	Glock	22,	Glock	23,	and	Glock	27.	Glock	pistols	chambered	for	the	.45	GAP	(and	the	.45	ACP)	feature	octagonal	polygonal	rifling	rather	than	the	hexagonal-shaped	bores	used	for	models	in	most	other	chamberings.[122]	Octagonal	rifling	provides
a	better	gas	seal	in	relatively	large	diameter	rifled	bores,	since	an	octagon	will	have	shorter	sides	and	shallower	angles	than	a	hexagon.[72]	Glock	37:	The	Glock	37	is	a	.45	GAP	version	of	the	Glock	17.	It	uses	a	wider,	beveled	slide,	larger	barrel,	and	different	magazine,	but	is	otherwise	similar	to	the	Glock	17.	The	Glock	37	first	appeared	in	2003.	It	was	designed	to	offer	ballistic	performance
comparable	with	the	.45	ACP	in	the	frame	size	of	the	Glock	17.	The	concern	with	the	size	of	the	Glock	20/21	has	been	addressed	by	the	Glock	36,	21SF,	and	30SF,	all	of	which	featured	reduced-size	frames.	The	standard	magazine	capacity	of	the	Glock	37	is	10	rounds.	Glock	38:	The	Glock	38	is	a	.45	GAP	version	of	the	compact	Glock	19.[133]	The	standard	magazine	capacity	of	the	Glock	38	is	8
rounds,	but	it	can	use	the	10-round	magazines	of	the	Glock	37.	Glock	39:	The	Glock	39	is	a	.45	GAP	version	of	the	subcompact	Glock	26.	The	standard	magazine	capacity	of	the	Glock	39	is	6	rounds,	but	it	can	use	the	8-	and	10-round	magazines	of	the	Glock	37	and	Glock	38.	Glock	44:	The	Glock	44	is	a	.22	Long	Rifle	rimfire	model	based	on	the	Glock	19.	While	the	Glock	44	is	similar	in	size	as
the	Glock	19,	the	Glock	44	has	a	magazine	capacity	of	10	rounds	and	uses	a	simple	blowback	mechanism	instead	of	the	locked	breech	mechanism	used	on	nearly	all	other	Glock	pistols.[134]	The	Glock	44	is	lighter	than	the	G19	at	12	ounces,	and	it	retains	Glock's	polygonal	rifling,	which	has	been	tested	by	Glock	to	work	with	lead	.22	bullets.	It	uses	a	steel/polymer	composite	slide	due	to	the
lower	slide	mass	required	to	function	with	the	less	powerful	cartridge.[135]	The	44	uses	the	company's	proprietary	"Safe	Action"	trigger,	and	of	a	footprint	such	that	holsters	made	for	the	19	or	23	are	interchangeable	with	the	44.[136]	Iraqi	police	firing	9	mm	Glock	handguns	at	a	firing	range		Russia:	Russian	firms	such	as	Skat,[137][138]	ORSIS,[139]	and	Izhmash[140]	assemble	three	models
of	Glock	pistols	locally:	the	Glock	17,	34,	and	35.		Uruguay:	As	of	2015,	there	were	plans	to	assemble	Glock	17	pistols	at	army	workshops	in	Uruguay	to	fulfill	the	needs	of	the	national	military	services	and	law	enforcement	organizations.[141]		United	States:	Glock	pistols	are	manufactured	by	the	Glock	Inc.	subsidiary	division	located	in	the	United	States.[142][143]	Those	batches	are	identical
to	the	Austrian-made	ones,	but	they	are	marked	as	"USA",	instead	of	"AUSTRIA",	on	the	slide.	Third	party	frames	and	slides	for	Glock	pistols	began	to	appear	in	the	early	2000s.	This	has	led	to	"Glock"	becoming	a	generic	term	including	pistols	not	made	by	Glock	Ges.m.b.H.,	especially	as	expiring	patents	allowed	complete	Glock	clones	to	be	made.[144]	Many	American	companies	produce
Glock	clones.[145]		China:	In	2017,	it	was	reported	that	Norinco	was	able	to	make	a	clone	of	the	Glock	17[146]	known	as	the	NP-7	(or	NP7).[147]	The	pistol	was	subcontracted	to	Hunan	Ordnance	Industry	Group	through	the	Hunan	Ordnance	and	Light	Weapons	Research	Institute.[148][149]	Its	features	appear	to	be	influenced	by	the	fourth-generation	Glock	17.[150]	The	NP7	is	marketed	for
export.[150]		Iran:	Three	unlicensed	clones	of	Glock	pistols	made	by	Iranian	DIO's	Shahid	Kaveh	Industry	Complex	are	named	Ra'ad	(with	a	safety	selector,	possibly	an	unlicensed	copy	of	Glock	17),	Glock	19	and	Kaveh-17	(probably	an	improved	Ra'ad,	a	variant	of	Glock	17S).[151]	It	is	not	known	if	they	could	be	adopted	by	the	Iranian	military	to	replace	Browning	Hi-Power,	M1911	and	SIG
P226	pistols,	and	they	were	possibly	prototypes	that	did	not	proceed	to	mass	production.[152]		Myanmar:	The	Tatmadaw	have	adopted	a	clone	of	the	Glock	17	known	as	the	MA5	MK	II,	first	reported	in	2018.[153]	As	of	2019	they	were	being	manufactured	for	Myanmar's	special	forces	units.[154]	The	pistol	has	a	rounded	trigger	guard	and	the	Tatmadaw	emblem	on	the	grip,	which	has
rectangular	spacing	instead	of	the	smaller	dot-like	spacing.[155]		Pakistan:	Unlicensed	Glock	clones	are	made	in	Pakistan's	Khyber	region,[156]	which	were	first	reported	in	2018.[157][158]		Taiwan:	The	205th	Arsenal	in	Taiwan	produces	a	copy	of	the	Glock	19,	named	the	T97	pistol.[159]	The	Taiwan-made	Glocks	were	made	to	replace	the	Smith	&	Wesson	Model	5906	used	by	the	Taiwan
police,	but	it	ultimately	did	not	enter	service.		Turkey:	Akdal	Arms	produces	a	pistol	named	the	Ghost	TR01,	which	is	heavily	influenced	by	Glock	pistols	in	its	design.[160]		Vietnam:	At	the	Vietnam	Defence	Expo	2024	in	December	2024,	Z111	Factory	unveiled	a	new	series	of	Glock	clone	pistols	known	as	the	SN19	(Glock	17	Gen	5),	the	SN19-T	(Steel	Frame	version)	and	the	SN7VN-M24
chambered	in	7.62x25	Tokarev.[161]	A	map	with	nations	who	use	Glock	models	in	blue	Country	Organization	Model		Argentina	Agrupacion	de	Fuerzas	de	Operaciones	Especiales[162]	17,	19X	Brigada	Especial	Operativa	Halcón[163]	17,	18	Coast	guard,	GEOF,	Buenos	Aires	province	police	17[163]		Armenia	National	Police	of	Armenia[164]	17,	18		Australia	Royal	Australian	Air	Force[165]	19,
26	Australian	Federal	Police,[166]	Australian	Border	Force,	New	South	Wales	Police	Force,[167]	Queensland	Police	Service,[168]	Western	Australia	Police	Force,[169]	Northern	Territory	Police	Force,[170]	Tasmania	Police[171]	17,	19,	22,	23,	26,	27		Austria	Austrian	Armed	Forces	(incl.	Militärpolizei)[172][173][174]	17	(Pistole	80),	18C,	26,	21	Bundespolizei,[175]	EKO	Cobra	also	G18	(Min.
of	Interior);	Justizwache	(Min.	of	Justice)[176]	17,	18,	19		Azerbaijan	For	use	with	Special	Military	Services,	160	Glock	pistols	purchased	in	2013.[177]	19		Bangladesh	Ordered	by	Bangladesh	Army[178]	26	Used	by	SWAT	of	Bangladesh	Police[179]	17		Brazil	Polícia	Federal	-	Federal	Police[180]	17,	19,	26	Polícia	Rodoviária	Federal	–	Federal	Highway	Police[181]	17,	17	MOS,	26	Polícia	Militar
do	Estado	de	São	Paulo	-	Military	Police	of	São	Paulo	State[182]	22	Polícia	Civil	do	Estado	de	São	Paulo	-	Civil	Police	of	São	Paulo	State[183]	22	Polícia	Militar	do	Estado	do	Rio	de	Janeiro	-	Military	Police	of	Rio	de	Janeiro	State[184]	23	Polícia	Militar	do	Estado	do	Espírito	Santo	-	Military	Police	of	Espírito	Santo	State[185]	17,	22	Polícia	Militar	do	Estado	da	Bahia	-	Military	Police	of	Bahia
State[186]	22	1º	Batalhão	de	Forças	Especiais[187]	17,	21		Canada	Ontario	Provincial	Police	(OPP);[92]	Quebec	Provincial	Police	–	Sûreté	du	Québec	(SQ);[172]	Winnipeg	Police	Service	Tactical	Support	Team[188]	17,	17M,	19,	26,	35		China	Special	Police	Units	17,	19,	26		Czech	Republic	601st	Special	Forces	Group;[189]	nonstandard	sidearm	issued	on	international	deployments[190]	17



Police	of	the	Czech	Republic,	mainly	special	units[191]	17		Denmark	Sirius	Dog	Sled	Patrol,	Greenland[192]	20		Ecuador	National	Police,[172]	Various	special	police	units	such	as	the	GOE	and	GIR[172]	17		Estonia	Police	and	Border	Guard	Board[193][194]	19	Estonian	Special	Operations	Force[195]	19		Finland	Finnish	Defence	Forces[196]	17	(as	9.00	PIST	2008)	Finnish	Police,	primary
service	firearm;[197]	Border	Guard	(Ministry	of	Interior)[196]	17,	19,	26	Criminal	Sanctions	Agency,	Dept.	of	Corrections	(Vankeinhoitolaitos)	(Ministry	of	Justice)[196]	—		France	French	Armed	Forces[198][199][30][200][201]	17,	17	MOS,	19,	26,	34		Georgia	Mainly	used	by	GSOF	and	some	MIA	units.[172][173]	Became	standard	issue	for	Georgian	Ministry	of	Internal	Affairs	forces	in	October
2021.[202]	17,	21,	26		Germany	Kampfschwimmer	of	the	Bundeswehr,	G17	issued	under	designation	P9.[203][115]	17	Federal	and	State	Police,	tactical	units	(GSG	9,	SEKs);	Customs	(ZUZ)	-	G17,	G19,	G26.[115]	17,	19,	26	State	Police	in	Saxony-Anhalt	-	about	8,600	G46	TR,	standard-issue	firearm.[115][113]	46		Greece	Ειδική	Κατασταλτική	Αντιτρομοκρατική	Μονάδα	(EKAM)	unit	of	the
Hellenic	Police[204]	21		Hong	Kong	Hong	Kong	Police	Force	(incl.	special	units	SDU,	CTRU,	ASU,	SBDIV),[172]	ICAC,	C&E	Dept.	17,	19		Iceland	Iceland	Crisis	Response	Unit	(Ministry	of	Foreign	Affairs)[205][206][207]	—	Icelandic	National	Police,[205][206][207]	Víkingasveitin	units[205][206][207]	(Ministry	of	Interiour)	—		India	Standard	Issue	side	arm	for	special	forces	Para	(SF)	(Army),
MARCOS	(Navy),	National	Security	Guard	(Min.	of	Home	Aff.).[172]	17,	26		Indonesia	Indonesian	National	Armed	Forces	(Army,	Navy,	Air	Force)[208][209][210][211][212]	17,	19,	26,	42	Indonesian	National	Police[213]	17		Iraq	Iraqi	security	forces	-	military	and	law	enforcement	forces	(purchased	125,163	pistols)[214]	19		Israel	Israeli	Defense	Forces,[173]	Israel	Police	17,	19		Japan	Security
Police	of	Tokyo	Metropolitan	Police	Department[215]Special	Assault	Team[216]	17,	19		Jordan	Royal	Guard[172]	—		Kosovo	Kosovo	Police,	Kosovo	Security	Force[217][218]	19,	17		Latvia	Latvian	Military,[173]	standard-issue	pistols	with	Land	Forces.[219][220][221]	17,	19,	21,	26		Lithuania	Lithuanian	Armed	Forces[173][222]	17	Lithuanian	Police[223]	17,	19,	26		Luxembourg	Luxembourg
Army[224]	17	Unité	Spéciale	de	la	Police	of	the	Grand	Ducal	Police[225][226]	17,	26		Malaysia	Malaysian	Armed	Forces[227]	17,	19,	34	Malaysia	Coast	Guard	(MMEA);[228]	Royal	Malaysia	Police[227]	(Ministry	of	Home	Affairs)	17,	18,	19,	26,	34	Royal	Malaysian	Customs	(Ministry	of	Finance)[229]	17,	19,	26,	43		Mexico	Armada	de	México	(Navy)[172]	17		Monaco	Compagnie	des	Carabiniers
du	Prince[230][231]	17		Montenegro	Armed	Forces	of	Montenegro,	standard	military	sidearm.[232]	17		Myanmar	Used	by	Myanmar	Army[194]	and	the	Myanmar	Police	Special	Task	Force.	Manufactured	locally	as	MA-1	MK-II.[233]	MA5	MK	II		Netherlands	Military	of	the	Netherlands;[173][234][235]	Royal	Marechaussee	(Min.	of	Defence)	BSB	sections	Persoonsbeveiliging	(PB),	Observatie
Team	(OT)	and	Sky	Marshals	also	use	Glock	26.[236]	17,	18,	26	Dutch	Police,	standard-issue	firearm	of	the	Dienst	Speciale	Interventies.[237][238][239]	17		New	Zealand	New	Zealand	Defence	Force[240]	17	New	Zealand	Police[241]	(an	"unarmed	service",	but	are	trained	to	use	firearms)	17		Norway	Norwegian	Armed	Forces[172][173]	17	(P-80,	P-80NM1,	P-80NM2)		Pakistan	In	use	with
Special	Service	Group	units[242]	17,	19		Philippines	Armed	Forces	of	the	Philippines,[243]	Philippine	Army,[243]	Philippine	Marine	Corps	MARSOG,[244]	Presidential	Security	Group	(joint	service	unit)[172]	17,	21	National	Intelligence	Coordinating	Agency,	Philippine	Drug	Enforcement	Agency[172]	(Office	of	President)[172]	—	National	Bureau	of	Investigation	(Dept.	of	Justice);[172]
Philippine	National	Police[245][246]	(DILG)[172]	17		Peru	Peruvian	Air	Force,	Peruvian	Army,	Peruvian	Navy,	Dirección	Nacional	Antidrogas.	17		Poland	Polish	Armed	Forces[173]	17	Border	Guard;[247]	Polish	Police[248]	(Ministry	of	Interior	and	Admin.)	17,	19,	26		Portugal	Portuguese	Army;[249]	Portuguese	Marine	Corps;[173][250]	Maritime	Police;[251]	Military	Judiciary	Police;[252]
(Ministry	of	National	Defence)	17	Guarda	Nacional	Republicana;[250]	Polícia	de	Segurança	Pública;[253]	Foreigners	and	Borders	Service;[254]	Municipal	Police;[255]	(Ministry	of	Internal	Administration)	19,	19X	Judiciary	Police;[256]	Prison	Guard;[257]	(Ministry	of	Justice)	19,	26		Romania	Romanian	Armed	Forces[173]	17,	17L,	19		Russia	Special	Operations	Forces[258]	17,	26	Federal
Security	Service	(FSB);[259]	Ministry	of	Internal	Affairs	(MVD),	special	forces[260][261]	17,	19		Serbia	Police	of	Serbia[262][263]	17,	19,	21,	35		Singapore	Singapore	Police	Force;[264]	Prison	Service	(Ministry	of	Home	Affairs)[265]	19		Slovakia	5th	Special	Operations	Regiment	(Slovakia)[266]	17	Slovak	Police	Force[267]		Spain	Unidad	Especial	de	Intervención	(UEI)	group	of	Spanish	Civil
Guard,[268]	Special	Naval	Warfare	Force,[269]	Army's	Special	Operations	Command[270]	17,	19,	43		Sweden	Swedish	Armed	Forces[173][271][272]	17	(Pistol	88,	88C,	88C2),	19	(Pistol	88B,	88D)	Swedish	Police	Authority[273]	45			Switzerland	Swiss	Armed	Forces:	Military	Police,	Swiss	Grenadiers,	ARD	10,	FSK-17[274]	17,	26	Police	(Gendarmerie)	Cantonal	of	Geneva[275]	19		Taiwan
Various	criminal	investigation	bureaus	outside	major	cities[276]	19		Thailand	Royal	Thai	Police	at	least	2,238	G19,[172]	G17	used	by	Arintharat	26,	Naresuan	261	units.	G17	and	G19	used	by	Royal	Thai	Army[277]	17,	19		Timor	Leste	National	Police	of	East	Timor[278]	19		Tunisia	Unité	Spéciale	–	Garde	Nationale[279]	17,	34		Turkey	Used	by	Special	Forces	Command.[280]	17,	19		Ukraine
Ukrainian	Armed	Forces[281]	17	Department	of	Security	Police	in	the	Kyiv	region[282]	17,	19		United	Kingdom	British	Armed	Forces[283]	17	(L131A1),[284][285]	17T	(L132A1),	19	(L137A1)[285]	Specialist	Firearms	Command	of	the	Metropolitan	Police[286]	17,	17M,	19,	19M,	26[287]	Police	Scotland[288]	17	Police	Service	of	Northern	Ireland[289]	17,	19[290]		United	States	USSOCOM;[97]
[103][104][105]	United	States	Marine	Forces	Special	Operations	Command;[291]	United	States	Navy	SEALs[292]	19,	19M,	26	U.S.	Customs	and	Border	Protection;[293][294]	United	States	Coast	Guard[295]	(Dept.	of	Homeland	Security)	19,	26,	47;	19	Federal	Bureau	of	Investigation;[296]	Bureau	of	Alcohol,	Tobacco,	Firearms	and	Explosives;[297]	Drug	Enforcement	Administration[298]
(Dept.	of	Justice)	17M,	19,	19M,	22,	23,	27	Alaska	State	Troopers[299]	22	Baltimore	City	Police	Department[300]	17,	22	Colorado	State	University	Police	Department[301]	17,	19	Kansas	Highway	Patrol[302]	17	Kentucky	State	Police	SRT	[303]	Trigg	County	Sheriff's	Office	27,	35	New	York	City	Police	Department;[304]	New	York	State	Police;[305]	New	York	State	University	Police[306]	17,	19,
21,	22,	23,	27	New	Jersey	State	Police;[307]	Port	Authority	Police	Department[308]	19	South	Carolina	Highway	Patrol[309]	17M	Dallas	Police	Department[310]	17,	19,	45	Douglas	County	Sheriff's	Department,	Douglas	County	Oregon[311]	18	Houston	Police	Department[310]	17		Uruguay	Uruguayan	National	Army[312]	17		Vatican	City	Swiss	Guard[313]	19	Gendarmerie	of	Vatican	City[313]
17		Venezuela	Venezuelan	Armed	Forces[172][173]	17		Vietnam	Mobile	Police	19[314]		Yemen	Military	of	Yemen[315]	19	Glock	pistols	have	been	used	in	mass	shootings	in	the	United	States	including	the	1991	Luby's	shooting,	the	2007	Virginia	Tech	shooting,	the	2011	Tucson	shooting,	the	2012	Aurora	shooting,	the	2012	Sandy	Hook	Elementary	School	shooting,	the	2015	Charleston	church
shooting,	the	2016	Orlando	nightclub	shooting,	the	Pittsburgh	synagogue	shooting,	and	the	2022	New	York	City	Subway	attack.	In	April	2022,	Ilene	Steur,	a	survivor	of	the	2022	NYC	subway	attack,	sued	Glock	and	its	Austrian	parent	company	for	compensation	for	her	physical	injuries	and	emotional	pain.[316]	Glock	pistols	have	also	been	used	in	mass	shootings	elsewhere	in	the	world,
including	the	2001	Nepalese	royal	massacre,	the	2002	Erfurt	massacre,	the	2002	Nanterre	massacre,	the	killings	committed	by	Viktor	Kalivoda	in	2005,	the	2011	Norway	attacks,	the	2012	Bucharest	hair	salon	shooting,	the	2016	Munich	shooting,	the	2023	Rotterdam	shootings	and	the	2023	Prague	shootings.	A	2014	report	by	the	Chicago	Police	Department	found	that	Glock	pistols	were	the
third	most	traced	handgun,	coming	after	those	from	Smith	&	Wesson	and	Sturm,	Ruger	&	Co.[317]	Experts	on	gun	control,	mass	shootings,	and	defense	training	have	cited	factors	such	as	reliability,	ease	of	use,	and	commonness	for	why	Glock	pistols	are	so	often	involved	in	mass	shootings	and	other	criminal	acts.	The	criminal	use	of	handguns	including	Glocks	has	led	to	calls	for	increased	gun
control	in	the	United	States.[318][319][320]	This	common	usage,	however,	has	been	described	by	Paul	M.	Barrett	to	be	a	result	of	Glock's	overall	popularity	and	market	presence	in	the	US	and	that	"this	level	of	violence	isn't	necessarily	tied	to	a	particular[,]	to	a	brand".	In	the	late	80s,	gun	control	advocates	had	focused	on	Glock	pistols	because	of	their	magazine	capacity	(compared	to	six-shot
revolvers),	but	also	their	"futuristic,	distinct	appearance".[citation	needed]	Glock	pistols	were	singled	out	for	restriction	by	some	jurisdictions	and	were	branded	the	"hijacker's	special"	based	on	the	false	assumption	that	they	could	bypass	airport	metal	detectors	because	of	their	polymer	frame.	This	was	refuted	in	Congressional	hearings	by	the	ATF,	FAA,	and	other	organizations	responsible	for
airline	security,	which	proved	embarrassing	for	the	ban's	advocates	and	provided	significant	publicity	for	Glock.[321][better	source	needed]	In	December	2024,	the	states	of	Minnesota	and	New	Jersey	sued	Glock	over	the	design	of	the	9-millimeter	semiautomatic	pistol,	claiming	that	the	company	had	failed	to	make	changes	to	prevent	the	easy	conversion	of	the	pistol	into	an	illegal	and	much
more	dangerous	machine	gun.[322]	The	conversion	is	done	using	a	small,	illegal	device	known	as	a	Glock	switch.[323]	Glock	Ges.m.b.H.	Glock	knife	^	Şafak,	Yeni.	"PKK'ya	ait	silahlar	ele	geçirildi".	Yeni	Şafak	(in	Turkish).	Retrieved	24	June	2023.	^	Howard	Altman	(5	July	2023).	"Ukraine	Situation	Report:	A	Peek	Into	Prigozhin's	Bizarre	Pad".	Archived	from	the	original	on	8	July	2023.
According	to	Fontanka,	two	Saiga	carbines,	an	Austrian	Stey	carbine,	an	Arka	semi-automatic	rifle,	and	several	other	rifles	and	pistols	were	among	the	items	returned	to	Prighozin.	The	most	revered	of	all	those	weapons,	however,	was	a	Glock	pistol	Prigozhin	was	awarded	by	Russian	Defense	Minister	Sergei	Shoigu,	according	to	Fontanka.	^	"Ukrainian	Kraken	Regiment	show	their	small	arms
and	revolver	grenade	launchers".	Ukrainska	Pravda.	5	March	2023.	Archived	from	the	original	on	8	March	2023.	Kraken's	arsenal	includes	Austrian	Glock	pistols,	Swiss	B&T	submachine	guns,	American	M4A1	assault	rifles,	DD	MK18,	Belgian	Scar	rifles,	and	lightweight	multi-shot	RBG6	hand	grenade	launchers	made	in	Croatia.	^	@war_noir	(9	January	2024).	"#Ecuador	฀฀:	A	recent	footage
shows	armed	members	of	the	criminal	groups	shooting	at	a	Police	car	during	the	recent	conflicts.	The	perpetrators	are	armed	with	various	pistols	including	a	Glock	pistol	(possibly	Glock	19	Gen	3)	with	extended	magazine"	(Tweet)	–	via	Twitter.[better	source	needed]	^	Molinari,	Piergiorgio	(14	September	2021).	"New	GLOCK	Watch	Chrono:	it's	time	to	celebrate	the	40th	anniversary	of	the
GLOCK	pistol".	All4shooters.	^	Dockery,	Kevin	(2007).	Future	Weapons.	New	York:	Penguin.	p.	188.	ISBN	978-0-425-21750-4.	Archived	from	the	original	on	22	January	2016.	Retrieved	1	January	2016.	^	"ETS	40	round	(9mm)	mag,	fits	Glock	17,	18,	19,	26,	34".	Elite	Tactical	Systems	Group.	^	"BETA	MAG	Magazine	9MM	Glock	Clear".	The	Beta	Company.	Archived	from	the	original	on	27
September	2022.	^	a	b	c	d	Kasler	(1992),	p.	2.	^	Sweeney,	Patrick	(2008).	The	Gun	Digest	Book	of	the	Glock	(2nd	ed.).	Iola,	WI:	Krause	Publications.	ISBN	978-0-89689-642-0.[page	needed]	^	Barrett,	Paul	(2012).	Glock:	The	Rise	of	America's	Gun.	New	York:	Broadway	Paperbacks.	ISBN	978-0-307-71995-9.	OCLC	793579035.	^	Horan,	Daniel	(17	January	2012).	"Pistol-Packing	By	the
Millions".	The	Wall	Street	Journal.	Archived	from	the	original	on	9	July	2017.	Retrieved	3	August	2017.	^	a	b	"Metal	Treatments:	Ferritic	Nitrocarburizing/Melonite/Tenifer".	Firearms	History,	Technology	&	Development.	7	August	2010.	Archived	from	the	original	on	6	October	2014.	Retrieved	25	December	2014.	^	"Defence	Standard	05–101	Part	1:	Proof	of	Ordnance,	Munitions,	Armour	and
Explosives"	(PDF).	Ministry	of	Defence.	20	May	2005.	p.	13.	Archived	from	the	original	(PDF)	on	6	April	2008.	^	a	b	Kasler	(1992),	p.	4.	^	"GLOCK	P80	Anniversary".	Archived	from	the	original	on	19	October	2021.	^	Mötz,	Josef	&	Schuy,	Joschi	(2013).	Die	Weiterentwicklung	der	Selbstladepistole	I	[The	further	development	of	the	self-loading	pistol	I]	(in	German).	Laxenburg:	Mötz	&	Schuy.
p.	531.	ISBN	978-3-9502342-2-0.	^	Sweeney,	Patrick	(2003).	The	Gun	Digest	Book	of	the	Glock.	Iola,	Wisconsin:	Krause	Publications.	ISBN	978-0-873495585.[permanent	dead	link]	^	Kokalis,	Peter	G.	(October	1984).	"Plastic	Perfection:	SOF	Expert	Gives	Glock-17	Great	Grades".	Soldier	of	Fortune.	Archived	from	the	original	on	6	February	2015.	Retrieved	5	February	2015.	^	Kinard,	Jeff
(2003).	Pistol.	Santa	Barbara,	CA:	ABC-CLIO.	ISBN	978-1-85109-475-2.	^	"La	società	austriaca	produttrice	delle	pistole	Glock	compie	40	anni".	TPI	(in	Italian).	13	January	2023.	Retrieved	17	March	2023	–	via	Redazione	TPI.	^	a	b	c	Woźniak	(2001),	p.	45.	^	Kasler	(1992),	p.	6.	^	a	b	c	d	Kasler	(1992),	p.	7.	^	"Vapen:	Pistol	88".	Försvarsmakten	(in	Swedish).	^	Janson,	O.	(5	August	2012).
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States/SwedenService	historyUsed	byFBI	Hostage	Rescue	Team[1]FBI	Special	Weapons	and	Tactics	Teams[2][3]Slædepatruljen	Sirius[4]Production	historyDesignerJeff	CooperFFV	Norma	ABDesigned1983Produced1983–presentVariants.224	Boz.357	SIG.40	S&W9×25mm	Dillon9×25mm	Super	Auto	GSpecificationsParent	case.30	Remington[5][6]Case	typeRimlessStraightBullet	diameterC.I.P.:
10.16	mm	(0.400	in)[7]SAAMI:	.4005	in	(10.17	mm)[8]Neck	diameterC.I.P.:	10.74	mm	(0.423	in)[7]SAAMI:	.423	in	(10.7	mm)[8]Base	diameterC.I.P.:	10.80	mm	(0.425	in)[7]SAAMI:	.425	in	(10.8	mm)[8]Rim	diameterC.I.P.:	10.80	mm	(0.425	in)[7]SAAMI:	.425	in	(10.8	mm)[8]Rim	thicknessC.I.P.:	1.40	mm	(0.055	in)[7]SAAMI:	.055	in	(1.4	mm)[8]Case	lengthC.I.P.:	25.20	mm	(0.992	in)[7]SAAMI:
.992	in	(25.2	mm)[8]Overall	lengthC.I.P.:	32.00	mm	(1.260	in)[7]SAAMI:	1.260	in	(32.0	mm)[8]Case	capacity1.56	cm3	(24.1	gr	H2O)Rifling	twist406.40	mm	(1	in	16	inches)[7][8]Primer	typeLarge	pistolMaximum	pressure	(C.I.P.)230	MPa	(33,000	psi)[9]Maximum	pressure	(SAAMI)37,500	psi	(259	MPa)[10]Ballistic	performance	Bullet	mass/type	Velocity	Energy	175	gr	(11	g)	STHP	Winchester
1,290	ft/s	(390	m/s)	649	ft⋅lbf	(880	J)	180	gr	(12	g)	FMJ	Federal	1,300	ft/s	(400	m/s)	708	ft⋅lbf	(960	J)	77	gr	(5	g)	RBCD	TFSP	2,420	ft/s	(740	m/s)	1,001	ft⋅lbf	(1,357	J)	155	gr	(10	g)	Underwood	XTP-JHP	1,500	ft/s	(460	m/s)	775	ft⋅lbf	(1,051	J)	155	gr	(10	g)	Underwood	FMJ-FN	1,500	ft/s	(460	m/s)	775	ft⋅lbf	(1,051	J)	Test	barrel	length:	117	millimetres	(4.6	inches)[11]Source(s):	Underwood
Ammunition	XTP-JHP	Underwood	Ammunition	FMJ-FN	RBCD	Performance	Plus	Ammunition	The	10mm	Auto	(also	known	as	the	10×25mm,	official	C.I.P.	nomenclature:	10	mm	Auto,[7]	official	SAAMI	nomenclature:	10mm	Automatic)[8]	is	a	powerful	and	versatile	semi-automatic	pistol	cartridge	introduced	in	1983.	Its	design	was	adopted	and	later	produced	by	ammunition	manufacturer	FFV
Norma	AB	of	Åmotfors,	Sweden.[12]	Although	it	was	selected	for	service	by	the	Federal	Bureau	of	Investigation	(FBI)	in	1989	in	the	aftermath	of	the	1986	FBI	Miami	shootout,	the	cartridge	was	later	decommissioned	(except	by	the	Hostage	Rescue	Team	and	Special	Weapons	and	Tactics	Teams)	after	their	Firearms	Training	Unit	eventually	concluded	that	its	recoil	was	too	excessive	for
training	average	agents	and	police	officers,[12]	and	that	the	pistols	chambered	for	the	cartridge	were	too	large	to	grip	well	for	some	small-handed	individuals.	These	issues	led	to	the	creation	of	and	following	replacement	by	a	shorter,	less	powerful	version	of	the	10mm	that	exists	today	as	the	.40	S&W.	While	the	10mm	hasn't	attained	the	mainstream	success	of	the	.40	S&W,	it	has	an
enthusiastic	group	of	supporters	and	users.	There	are	currently	more	manufacturers	offering	firearms	in	this	caliber	than	ever	before.	The	Bren	Ten	(left)	and	Smith	&	Wesson	Model	610	Classic	(right),	1983.	When	FFV	Norma	AB	(now	Norma	Precision	AB)	designed	the	cartridge	at	the	behest	of	Dornaus	&	Dixon	Enterprises,	Inc.	for	their	Bren	Ten	pistol	(a	newly	developed	handgun	with	a
design	inspired	by	the	CZ	75),	the	company	decided	to	increase	the	power	over	Jeff	Cooper's	original	concept.	The	resulting	cartridge—which	was	introduced	in	1983	and	produced	since—is	very	powerful,	retaining	the	flat	trajectory	and	high	energy	of	a	magnum	revolver	cartridge	in	a	relatively	short,	versatile	rimless	cartridge	for	a	semi-automatic	pistol.[12]	Quality	control	issues	plagued
early	acceptance	of	the	caliber,	as	a	result	of	rushed	production	to	meet	numerous	(some	even	defaulted)	pre-orders	of	the	pistol	it	was	originally—as	well	as	then	being	only—chambered	for:	the	Bren	Ten.[13]	An	example	is	the	peculiar	circumstances	surrounding	the	pistol's	distribution	at	its	primary	release,	leading	to	a	number	of	initial	Bren	Tens	sent	to	dealers	and	customers	without
magazines	(the	magazines	themselves	had	complications).[14]	The	relatively	high	price	of	the	Bren	Ten	compared	to	other	pistols	of	the	time	(manufacturer's	suggested	retail	price	was	$500	in	1986,	the	equivalent	of	$1,200	United	States	dollars	in	2021[15])	was	another	factor	in	its	demise,	and	the	company	was	eventually	forced	to	declare	bankruptcy,	ceasing	operations	in	1986	after	only
three	years	of	inconsistent,	substandard	production.	Had	it	not	been	for	Colt	making	the	unexpected	decision	in	1987	to	bring	out	their	Delta	Elite	pistol	(a	10mm	Auto	version	of	the	M1911)	and	later,	the	FBI's	adoption	of	the	caliber	in	1989,	the	cartridge	might	have	sunk	into	obsolescence,	becoming	an	obscure	footnote	in	firearms	history.[16]	Colt	Delta	Elite	Due	to	media	exposure	in	the
television	series	Miami	Vice,	where	one	of	the	lead	protagonists	had	used	the	pistol	as	his	primary	signature	weapon,	demand	for	the	Bren	Ten	increased	after	manufacturing	ceased.	In	the	succeeding	five	years,	prices	on	the	Standard	Model	rose	to	in	excess	of	U.S.	$1,400,	and	original	magazines	were	selling	for	over	U.S.	$150.[17][18]	The	Federal	Bureau	of	Investigation	briefly	field-tested
the	10mm	Auto	using	a	M1911	pistol	and	a	Thompson	Model	1928	submachine	gun[19][20]	as	an	"urban	carbine"	before	adopting	the	Smith	&	Wesson	Model	1076	in	1990;	a	short-barreled	version	of	the	Model	1026	with	its	slide-mounted	decock/firing	pin	block	safety	supplanted	by	only	a	frame-mounted	decocker.	A	contract	was	signed	with	Heckler	&	Koch	to	produce	a	quantity	of	the
specialized	MP5	utilizing	the	cartridge,	designated	MP5/10	for	use	by	their	Hostage	Rescue	Team	and	Special	Weapons	and	Tactics	Teams.	Since	1994,	both	units	still	field	the	weapon	and	caliber	to	this	day.[1][2]	The	10mm	cartridge	was	selected	for	Federal	Bureau	of	Investigation	use	after	a	Wound	Ballistics	Seminar	at	the	FBI	Academy	in	September	1987,	which	managed	to	agree	what	a
good	cartridge	would	do,	but	couldn't	agree	if	9mm	or	.45	ACP	could	meet	FBI	requirements.[21]	In	the	same	year,	an	informal	test	was	conducted	using	a	variety	of	available	9mm	and	.45	ACP	handguns.	The	test	indicated	that	only	the	type	of	9mm	round,	described	as	"147	grain	subsonic	hollow	point	round	produced	by	Winchester"	had	acceptable	penetration.[22]	The	test	seemed
inconsistent	or	contradictory	to	future	observers,	and	it	was	accused	of	heavy	.45	ACP	and	American	handgun	bias.[23]	According	to	the	latter	10mm	report,	it	was	decided:	"five	shots	were	fired	in	each	of	the	8	penetration	tests,	providing	a	total	of	40	shots	for	each	caliber	or	bullet	type	tested".	The	first	selected	was	the	9mm	described	above.	The	second	was	a	".45	round,	Remington	185
grain	hollow	point".	The	Wound	Ballistic	Workshop	participants	had	a	"consensus"	that	hollow	points	with	"superior	penetration"	was	what	was	needed.	The	10mm	was	picked	as	a	"halfway"	between	the	other	two	options,	in	terms	of	size.	The	"commercial	loadings"	had	"high	chamber	pressures",	which	resulted	in	"heavy	recoil"	and	"muzzle	blast".	A	180	grain	hollow	point	bullet	was	"acquired
and	handloaded	to	a	velocity	of	950	feet	per	second".	Later	on,	factory-loaded	ammunition	was	acquired	that	met	their	requirements.	During	the	trials,	the	10mm	was	found	to	be	comparable	to	the	.45	ACP	(Not	surprising	as	the	bullet	weight	and	velocities	were	now	so	similar),	but	the	10mm	was	found	to	take	up	less	space	and	produce	shot	groups	on	targets	that	were	half	the	size.[21]	As
the	FBI	was	adopting	a	10mm	cartridge	closer	in	bullet	weight	and	velocity	to	the	.45	ACP,	there	was	a	need	for	large	amounts	of	newly	built	ammunition	of	this	type.	This	requirement	was	later	submitted	to	Federal	Premium	Ammunition	for	production	and	further	review.	This	became	known	as	the	"10mm	Lite",	or	"10mm	FBI"	load,	or	attenuated	10mm,	remaining	common	from	various
manufacturers	today.	With	some	pistol	reliability	problems	increasing	in	this	lighter	load,[18]	Smith	&	Wesson	observed	that	a	version	of	the	10mm	case	reduced	to	22	millimeters	in	length	from	the	original	25	mm	could	be	made	with	the	retained	performance	parameters	of	the	"10mm	Lite".	This	altered	cartridge	was	named	the	.40	Smith	&	Wesson.	The	shorter	case	allowed	use	in	pistols
designed	with	similar	dimensions	to	those	chambered	in	9×19mm	Parabellum,	with	the	advantage	that	smaller-handed	shooters	could	now	have	smaller-frame	semi-automatic	handguns.	Colloquially	called	the	"Forty	Cal"	and	other	synonyms,	this	innovation	since	became	a	common	handgun	cartridge	among	law	enforcement	agencies	and	civilians	in	the	United	States,	while	the	parent	10mm
Auto	remains	fairly	popular	and	has	shown	a	resurgence	in	recent	years	particularly	among	hunters.[12]	Colt	re-released	their	Colt	Delta	Elite	series	as	generation	2	starting	in	2009	where	it	ran	until	2015.	From	2016	to	present,	generation	2.5	has	been	in	production.	In	2015,	SIG	Sauer	entered	the	10mm	marketplace	with	their	P220	model	chambered	in	10mm.	Ruger	introduced	a	10mm
auto	model	to	their	popular	SR1911	line	in	mid	2017,	followed	by	their	Blackhawk,	Redhawk	and	10mm	GP100	Match	Champion	and	Wiley	Clapp	models	in	2018.	The	Springfield	Armory	XD-M	series	added	a	10mm	offering	in	late	2018.[24]	In	November	2021,	Smith	&	Wesson	introduced	10mm	Auto	models	in	the	M&P	2.0	series.[25][26][27]	In	2022	SIG	released	the	10mm	Auto	P320-XTEN
in	the	P320	series.[28]	In	2024	Taurus	released	their	first	10mm	pistol,	the	10mm	Auto	TH10	pistol	in	the	hammer-fired	TH	line.[29][30]	The	10mm	Auto	has	1.56	milliliter	(24.1	grain	H2O)	cartridge	case	capacity.	10mm	Auto	maximum	CIP	cartridge	dimensions[7]	The	common	rifling	twist	rate	for	this	cartridge	is	406.40	mm	(1	in	16	inches),	6	grooves,	Ø	lands	=	9.91	mm	(.390	in),	Ø	grooves
=	10.17	mm	(.4005	in),	and	land	width	=	3.05	mm	(.120	in).	A	large	or	small	pistol	primer	is	used.[7][8]	The	CIP	rulings	indicate	a	maximum	pressure	of	230	MPa	(33,000	psi).	In	CIP-regulated	countries,	every	pistol/cartridge	combination	is	required	to	be	proofed	at	130%	of	this	maximum	CIP	pressure	to	certify	for	sale	to	consumers.[9]	The	SAAMI	maximum	pressure	limit	for	the	10mm	Auto
is	set	at	37,500	psi	(259	MPa).[10]	At	mid-range	potential,	the	10mm	Auto	produces	energy	higher	than	average	.357	Magnum	loads.	The	10mm	is	slightly	less	powerful	than	the	.357	Magnum	with	high-performing	commercially-available	ammunition,	or	hand-loaded	.357	magnums,	and	below	standard	.41	Magnum	rounds.	The	cartridge	is	considered	to	be	high-velocity,	giving	it	a	less	arcing
flight	path	upon	firing	(also	termed	"flat-shooting")	relative	to	other	handgun	cartridges.	More	powerful	loadings	can	equal	the	highest	performing	.357	Magnum	loads,	and	retain	more	kinetic	energy	at	100	yards	than	the	.45	ACP	has	at	the	muzzle.[12]	The	10mm	outperforms	the	.40	S&W	by	150–300	ft/s	(46–91	m/s)	for	similar	bullet	weights	when	using	available	full-power	loads,[31]	as
opposed	to	the	"10mm	FBI"	level	loads	still	found	in	some	ammunition	catalogs.[32][33]	This	result	is	due	to	the	10mm	Auto's	higher	SAAMI	pressure	rating	of	37,500	psi	(259	MPa),[10]	as	opposed	to	35,000	psi	(240	MPa)	for	the	.40	S&W,[10]	and	the	larger	case	capacity,	which	allows	the	use	of	heavier	bullets	and	more	smokeless	powder.[34]	Glock	20	Glock	29	The	10mm	Auto	is	marketed
for	hunting,[35]	defensive,	and	tactical	use[36]	and	is	one	of	the	few	semi-automatic,	rimless	cartridges	that	is	legal	for	hunting	white-tailed	deer	in	many	U.S.	states.[37][38]	The	round	makes	the	"Major"	power	factor	ranking	in	the	International	Practical	Shooting	Confederation,	even	in	lighter	loadings.[39]	The	FBI	Hostage	Rescue	Team,	Special	Weapons	and	Tactics	Teams,	and	various
other	law	enforcement	agencies	continue	to	issue	or	authorize	the	use	of	10mm,	including:	the	Coconut	Creek	Police	Department,	Glasgow,	Montana	Police	Department,	Weimar	Police	Department,[40]	and	the	San	Francisco	Bay	Area	Rapid	Transit	(BART)	Police	Department.[41]	In	military	use,	the	government	of	Denmark	has	issued	the	Glock	20	to	the	Slædepatruljen	Sirius	(Sirius	Sledge
Patrol)	headquartered	in	Daneborg,	Northeast	Greenland.[4]	The	pistols	were	issued	as	a	last	resort	defence	against	polar	bears	which	the	unit	encounters	during	patrols.[42][43]	9×25mm	Dillon	10	mm	caliber	List	of	handgun	cartridges	Table	of	handgun	and	rifle	cartridges	^	a	b	"AMERICAN	SPECIAL	OPS	–	FBI	HRT".	Retrieved	2015-01-30.	^	a	b	"AMERICAN	SPECIAL	OPS	–	FBI	SWAT".
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Harris	Olivier	Roy	Bassam	Tibi	Muhammad	Sa'id	al-Ashmawi	Gilles	Kepel	Shiraz	Maher	Magnus	Ranstorp	Related	topics	Islam	and	modernity	Modernism	Islam	and	other	religions	Islamophobia	Islam	portal	Politics	portalvte	The	Syrian	civil	war	is	an	ongoing	conflict	in	Syria	that	began	with	the	Syrian	Revolution	in	March	2011	when	popular	discontent	with	the	Ba'athist	regime	ruled	by
Bashar	al-Assad	triggered	large-scale	protests	and	pro-democracy	rallies	across	Syria,	as	part	of	the	wider	Arab	Spring	protests	in	the	region.	The	Assad	regime	responded	to	protests	with	lethal	force,	sparking	a	civil	war	that	culminated	in	the	fall	of	the	Assad	regime	in	December	2024.	All	revolutionary	factions	united	into	the	Syrian	caretaker	government	by	12	March	2025.	The	Syrian
opposition	to	Bashar	al-Assad	began	an	insurgency,	formings	groups	such	as	the	Free	Syrian	Army.	Anti-Assad	forces	received	arms	from	states	such	as	Qatar	and	Turkey.	Pro-Assad	forces	received	financial	and	military	support	from	Iran	and	Russia:	Iran	launched	a	military	intervention	in	support	of	the	Syrian	government	in	2013	and	Russia	followed	in	2015.	By	this	time,	rebels	had
established	the	Syrian	Interim	Government	as	they	captured	the	regional	capitals	of	Raqqa	in	2013	and	Idlib	in	2015.	In	2014,	the	Islamic	State	of	Iraq	and	Syria	(ISIS)	seized	control	over	Eastern	Syria	and	Western	Iraq,	prompting	a	United	States-led	coalition	to	launch	an	aerial	bombing	campaign	against	ISIS,	while	providing	ground	support	and	supplies	to	the	Syrian	Democratic	Forces
(SDF),	a	Kurdish-dominated	coalition	led	by	the	People's	Defense	Units	(YPG).	In	2016,	Turkey	launched	an	invasion	of	northern	Syria,	in	response	to	the	creation	of	the	Kurdish-led	Autonomous	Administration	of	North	and	East	Syria	(Rojava),	while	also	establishing	the	Syrian	National	Army	(SNA)	to	help	it	fight	ISIS	and	pro-Assad	forces.	The	December	2016	victory	of	pro-Assad	forces	in	the
four-year	Battle	of	Aleppo	marked	the	recapture	of	what	had	been	Syria's	largest	city	before	the	war.	In	Idlib	Governorate,	the	Hay'at	Tahrir	al-Sham	(HTS)	militia	formed	the	Syrian	Salvation	Government,	a	technocratic,	Islamist	government	which	governed	the	region	from	2017	until	2024.	ISIS	was	defeated	in	Raqqa	and	Deir	ez-Zor.	In	December	2019	regime	forces	launched	an	offensive	on
Idlib	province	which	ended	in	a	ceasefire	from	2020	to	November	2024.	During	this	time	there	were	regular	clashes	between	pro-Assad	forces	and	HTS.	HTS	launched	a	major	offensive	on	27	November	2024,	with	support	from	the	SNA.	Aleppo	fell	in	three	days,	giving	momentum	to	revolutionaries	across	the	country.	Southern	rebels	launched	their	own	offensive,	capturing	Daraa	and
Suwayda.	HTS	captured	Hama	while	the	Syrian	Free	Army	and	the	SDF	launched	their	own	offensives	in	Palmyra	and	Deir	ez-Zor,	respectively.	On	8	December,	Bashar	al-Assad	fled	to	Moscow	as	Homs	and	Damascus	fell	to	the	revolutionaries,	his	prime	minister	transferred	power	to	the	new	government,	and	Israel	launched	an	invasion	of	Syria's	Quneitra	Governorate	(including	the	UN
buffer	zone)	from	its	58-year	occupation	of	the	Syrian	Golan	Heights.	At	the	Syrian	Revolution	Victory	Conference	held	at	the	Presidential	Palace	in	Damascus	on	29	January	2025,	the	new	government	announced	the	dissolution	of	several	armed	militias	and	their	integration	into	the	Syrian	Ministry	of	Defense,	as	well	as	the	appointment	of	former	HTS	leader	Ahmed	al-Sharaa	as	president	of
Syria.	The	Syrian	peace	process	integrated	all	revolutionary	factions	into	the	new	Syrian	state	institutions	by	12	March	2025.	For	a	chronological	guide,	see	Timeline	of	the	Syrian	civil	war.	Main	articles:	Arab	Spring	and	Syrian	revolution	Military	situation	in	March	2013	Military	situation	in	August	2016	Military	situation	from	March	2020	to	November	2024	Military	situation	in	February
2025	For	a	chronological	guide,	see	January–April	2011,	May–August	2011,	September–December	2011	and	January–April	2012	timelines.	Further	information:	Syrian	revolution,	Early	insurgency	phase	of	the	Syrian	civil	war,	and	Kofi	Annan	Syrian	peace	plan	In	March	2011,	popular	discontent	with	President	Bashar	al-Assad's	Ba'athist	government	led	to	large-scale	protests	and	pro-
democracy	rallies	across	Syria,	as	part	of	the	wider	Arab	Spring	protests	in	the	region.[33][34]	Numerous	protests	were	violently	suppressed	by	security	forces	in	deadly	crackdowns	ordered	by	Assad,	resulting	in	tens	of	thousands	of	deaths	and	detentions,	many	of	whom	were	civilians.[33][34]	The	Syrian	revolution	transformed	into	an	insurgency	with	the	formation	of	resistance	militias
across	the	country,	developing	into	a	full	civil	war	by	2012.[i]	The	war	has	been	fought	by	several	factions.	From	2011	to	December	2024,	the	Syrian	Arab	Armed	Forces,	alongside	its	domestic	and	foreign	allies,	represented	the	Syrian	Arab	Republic	and	Assad	government.	Alternative	governments	rose	in	opposition	to	Assad's	rule,	including	the	Syrian	Interim	Government,	a	big-tent	alliance
of	pro-democratic,	nationalist	opposition	groups	whose	military	forces	consisted	of	the	Syrian	National	Army	(SNA)	and	allied	Free	Syrian	militias.	Another	is	the	Syrian	Salvation	Government,	whose	armed	forces	were	represented	by	a	coalition	of	Sunni	militias	led	by	Hay'at	Tahrir	al-Sham	(HTS).	Independent	of	them	is	the	Autonomous	Administration	of	North	and	East	Syria	(AANES),	also
known	as	Rojava,	whose	military	force	is	the	Syrian	Democratic	Forces	(SDF),	a	multi-ethnic,	Arab-majority	force	led	by	the	Kurdish	People's	Defense	Units	(YPG).	Other	competing	factions	include	jihadist	organizations	such	as	al-Qaeda's	Syrian	branch	Hurras	al-Din	(the	successor	of	Al-Nusra	Front)	and	the	Islamic	State	(IS).	The	civil	war	has	also	served	as	a	proxy	war[35]	as	a	number	of



foreign	countries–including	Turkey,	Iran,	Russia	and	the	United	States–have	been	directly	involved	in	the	conflict,	providing	support	to	opposing	factions.	Iran,	Russia	and	Hezbollah	supported	Assad's	government	militarily,	with	Iran	intervening	in	2013	and	Russia	conducting	airstrikes	and	ground	operations	in	the	country	beginning	in	September	2015.	In	2014,	the	US-led	international
coalition	officially	began	conducting	air	and	ground	operations–primarily	against	the	Islamic	State,	al-Qaeda	elements	such	as	Hurras	al-Din	and	the	Khorasan	group	and	occasionally	against	pro-Assad	forces–and	has	been	militarily	and	logistically	supporting	factions	such	as	the	Syrian	Free	Army	and	the	SDF.	Turkish	forces	occupied	parts	of	northern	Syria	and	have	fought	the	SDF,	Assad
government	and	Islamic	State	alike	while	actively	supporting	the	SNA.	Between	2011	and	2017,	fighting	from	the	Syrian	civil	war	spilled	over	into	Lebanon	as	opponents	and	supporters	of	the	Syrian	government	traveled	to	Lebanon	to	fight	and	attack	each	other	on	Lebanese	soil.	While	officially	neutral,	Israel	exchanged	border	fire	and	conducted	repeated	strikes	against	Hezbollah	and
Iranian	elements	inside	Syria,	whose	presence	in	the	country	it	viewed	as	a	security	threat.[36][37]	Violence	in	the	war	peaked	during	2012–2017	amid	rebel	and	government	offensives	and	sectarian	and	Islamist	violence.[38][39]	International	organizations	had	accused	virtually	all	sides	involved—the	Assad	government,	the	Islamic	State,	opposition	groups,	Iran,	Russia,[40]	Turkey[41]	and
the	US-led	coalition[42]—of	severe	human	rights	violations	and	massacres.[43]	The	conflict	had	caused	a	major	refugee	crisis,	with	millions	of	people	fleeing	to	neighboring	countries	such	as	Turkey,	Lebanon	and	Jordan;[44][45]	however,	a	sizable	minority	also	sought	refuge	in	countries	outside	of	the	Middle	East,	with	Germany	alone	accepting	over	half	a	million	Syrians	since	2011.[45]	Since
2011	a	number	of	peace	initiatives	had	been	launched,	including	the	March	2017	Geneva	peace	talks	on	Syria	led	by	the	United	Nations,	but	fighting	continued.[46]	Escalation	(2012–2013)	For	a	chronological	guide,	see	May–August	2012,	September–December	2012,	January–April	2013	and	May–December	2013	timelines.	Further	information:	2012–2013	escalation	of	the	Syrian	civil	war	Rise
of	the	Islamist	groups	(January–August	2014)	For	a	chronological	guide,	see	January–July	2014	timeline.	Further	information:	Inter-rebel	conflict	during	the	Syrian	civil	war	US	intervention	(September	2014	–	August	2015)	For	a	chronological	guide,	see	August–December	2014	and	January–July	2015	timelines.	Further	information:	US	intervention	in	the	Syrian	civil	war,	2015	Southern	Syria
offensive,	Northwestern	Syria	offensive	(April–June	2015),	Battle	of	Idlib	(2015),	Palmyra	offensive	(May	2015),	Palmyra	offensive	(July–August	2015),	and	Battle	of	al-Hasakah	(2015)	Russian	intervention;	first	partial	ceasefire	(September	2015	–	August	2016)	For	a	chronological	guide,	see	August–December	2015	and	January–April	2016	and	May–August	2016	timelines.	Further	information:
Russian	intervention	in	the	Syrian	civil	war	Aleppo	recaptured;	Russian/Iranian/Turkish-backed	ceasefire	(September	2016	–	April	2017)	For	a	chronological	guide,	see	September–December	2016	and	January–April	2017	timeline.	Further	information:	Aleppo	offensive	(November–December	2016)	Syrian-American	conflict;	de-escalation	zones	(April–August	2017)	For	a	chronological	guide,	see
May–August	2017	timeline.	Further	information:	Khan	Shaykhun	chemical	attack,	2017	Shayrat	missile	strike,	and	Hama	offensive	(March–April	2017)	ISIL	siege	of	Deir	ez-Zor	broken;	CIA	program	halted;	Russian	forces	permanent	(September–December	2017)	For	a	chronological	guide,	see	September–December	2017	timeline.	Further	information:	Deir	ez-Zor	offensive	(September–
November	2017)	and	Siege	of	Deir	ez-Zor	(2014–2017)	Army	advance	in	Hama	province	and	Ghouta;	Turkish	intervention	in	Afrin	(January–March	2018)	For	a	chronological	guide,	see	January–April	2018	timeline.	Further	information:	Northwestern	Syria	campaign	(October	2017	–	February	2018),	Operation	Olive	Branch,	Rif	Dimashq	offensive	(February–April	2018),	and	February	2018
Israel–Syria	incident	Douma	chemical	attack;	US-led	missile	strikes;	southern	Syria	offensive	(April–August	2018)	For	a	chronological	guide,	see	May–August	2018	timeline.	Further	information:	Douma	chemical	attack,	Operation	House	of	Cards,	and	Syria	missile	strikes	(September	2018)	Idlib	demilitarization;	Partial	US	withdrawal;	Iraq	strikes	ISIL	targets	(September–December	2018)	For	a
chronological	guide,	see	September–December	2018	timeline.	Further	information:	Idlib	demilitarization	(2018–2019)	ISIL	attacks	continue;	US	states	conditions	of	withdrawal;	fifth	inter-rebel	conflict	(January–April	2019)	For	a	chronological	guide,	see	January–April	2019	timeline.	Further	information:	National	Front	for	Liberation–Tahrir	al-Sham	conflict	New	outbreaks	of	civil	war;
northwestern	offensive;	northern	buffer	zone	established	(May–August	2019)	For	a	chronological	guide,	see	May–August	2019	timeline.	Further	information:	Northwestern	Syria	offensive	(April–August	2019)	US	forces	withdraw	from	buffer	zone;	Turkish	offensive	into	north-eastern	Syria	(September–December	2019)	For	a	chronological	guide,	see	September–December	2019	timeline.	Further
information:	2019	Turkish	offensive	into	north-eastern	Syria	In	October	2019,	Kurdish	leaders	of	the	AANES	announced	they	had	reached	a	major	deal	with	the	Assad	government,	allowing	for	Syrian	Army	forces	to	enter	Kurdish-held	towns	along	the	Syria–Turkey	border.	The	deal	was	part	of	an	effort	to	resist	Turkey's	cross-border	incursion	into	AANES	territory	after	US	forces	withdrew
from	the	area	after	the	collapse	of	the	Northern	Syria	Buffer	Zone.[47][48][49]	In	November	2019,	Russia,	Turkey	and	the	Assad	government	established	a	new	buffer	zone	in	northern	Syria	that	deescalated	the	Kurdish-Turkish	clashes.[50]	US-led	coalition	forces	regrouped	in	eastern	Syria	in	continued	support	of	the	SDF	against	the	Islamic	State	insurgency,	amid	tensions	with	local	Russian
forces	and	Iranian	elements	in	the	region.[51][52]	By	the	end	of	the	decade,	the	war	had	resulted	in	an	estimated	470,000–610,000	violent	deaths,	making	it	the	second-deadliest	conflict	of	the	21st	century,	after	the	Second	Congo	War.[53]	For	a	chronological	guide,	see	2020,	2021,	2022,	2023	and	January–October	2024	timelines.	Further	information:	Northwestern	Syria	offensive	(December
2019	–	March	2020),	Operation	Spring	Shield,	and	Southern	Syria	protests	(2023–24)	Following	the	March	2020	Idlib	ceasefire,	frontline	fighting	between	the	Syrian	government	under	Assad	and	opposition	groups	had	mostly	subsided.	By	2021,	the	Assad	government	controlled	about	two-thirds	of	the	country	and	was	consolidating	power.[54][55]	Although,	regular	flare-ups	occurred	among
factions	in	northwestern	Syria,	and	large-scale	protests	emerged	in	southern	Syria	and	spread	nationwide	in	response	to	extensive	autocratic	policies	and	the	economic	situation.	The	protests	were	noted	at	the	time	as	resembling	the	2011	revolution	that	preceded	the	civil	war.[56][57][58][59][60]	The	civil	war	had	largely	settled	into	a	stalemate	by	early	2023.	The	United	States	Institute	of
Peace	said:	Twelve	years	into	Syria's	devastating	civil	war,	the	conflict	appears	to	have	settled	into	a	frozen	state.	Although	roughly	30%	of	the	country	is	controlled	by	opposition	forces,	heavy	fighting	has	largely	ceased	and	there	is	a	growing	regional	trend	toward	normalizing	relations	with	the	regime	of	Bashar	al-Assad.	Over	the	last	decade,	the	conflict	erupted	into	one	of	the	most
complicated	in	the	world,	with	a	dizzying	array	of	international	and	regional	powers,	opposition	groups,	proxies,	local	militias	and	extremist	groups	all	playing	a	role.	The	Syrian	population	has	been	brutalized,	with	nearly	a	half	a	million	killed,	12	million	fleeing	their	homes	to	find	safety	elsewhere,	and	widespread	poverty	and	hunger.	Meanwhile,	efforts	to	broker	a	political	settlement	have
gone	nowhere,	leaving	the	Assad	regime	firmly	in	power.[61]	The	US	Council	on	Foreign	Relations	said:	The	war	whose	brutality	once	dominated	headlines	has	settled	into	an	uncomfortable	stalemate.	Hopes	for	regime	change	have	largely	died	out,	peace	talks	have	been	fruitless,	and	some	regional	governments	are	reconsidering	their	opposition	to	engaging	with	Syrian	leader	Bashar	al-
Assad.	The	government	has	regained	control	of	most	of	the	country,	and	Assad's	hold	on	power	seems	secure.[62]	However,	major	clashes	continued	between	Turkish	forces	and	factions	within	Syria.	In	late	2023,	Turkish	forces	continued	to	attack	Kurdish	forces	in	northern	Syria.[63]	Starting	on	5	October	2023,	the	Turkish	Armed	Forces	launched	a	series	of	air	and	ground	strikes	targeting
the	Syrian	Democratic	Forces	in	northeastern	Syria	(AANES	territory).	The	airstrikes	were	launched	in	response	to	the	2023	Ankara	bombing,	which	the	Turkish	government	alleged	was	carried	out	by	attackers	originating	from	northeastern	Syria.[64]	See	also:	Fall	of	the	Assad	regime,	Syrian	caretaker	government,	Syrian	transitional	government,	2024	Syrian	opposition	offensives,	and
Operation	Dawn	of	Freedom	For	a	chronological	guide,	see	November	2024–present	timeline.	Further	information:	Southern	Syria	offensive	(2024),	Deir	ez-Zor	offensive	(2024),	Battle	of	Aleppo	(2024),	2024	Hama	offensive,	2024	Homs	offensive,	Palmyra	offensive	(2024),	Fall	of	Damascus	(2024),	2024	Israeli	invasion	of	Syria,	Hezbollah–Syria	clashes	(2024–present),	Western	Syria	clashes
(December	2024–present),	and	March	2025	Western	Syria	clashes	Syrian	opposition	offensives	which	overthrew	Assad's	regime	in	11	days.	On	27	November	2024,	a	coalition	of	opposition	groups	called	the	Military	Operations	Command,[65]	led	by	Hay'at	Tahrir	al-Sham,	launched	a	major	offensive[66]	against	the	Syrian	Army	and	other	pro-government	forces	in	Aleppo,	Idlib,	Hama	and	Homs
Governorates.[67]	This	was	followed	by	other	rebel	offensives	from	the	Southern	Operations	Room,	the	SDF	and	the	Syrian	Free	Army	which	all	began	seizing	Syrian	government	territory	in	the	country's	south	and	east.[68][69][70][71]	On	29	November,	rebel	forces	entered	Aleppo	as	Syrian	Army	positions	collapsed	across	the	country.[72]	On	7	December,	rebel	forces	entered	Damascus	and
the	next	day,	on	8	December,	Bashar	al-Assad	was	reported	to	have	fled	the	capital.[73]	The	Syrian	Army	confirmed	Assad	was	no	longer	in	power	and	had	fled	the	country,[74][75][76]	resulting	in	the	collapse	of	his	regime	and	ending	over	60	years	of	Ba'athist	rule	under	the	Assad	dynasty.[77][78][79][80][81]	Assad	and	his	family	had	fled	to	Moscow	and	was	granted	asylum	in	Russia.[82][83]
[84][85]	Syrian	Prime	Minister	Mohammad	Ghazi	al-Jalali	recognized	the	transfer	of	power	to	the	Syrian	Salvation	Government,	which	established	a	transitional	government	in	Damascus	with	Mohammed	al-Bashir	serving	as	the	prime	minister.[86]	Ahmed	al-Sharaa,	the	leader	of	the	Syrian	Salvation	Government	and	emir	of	Hay'at	Tahrir	al-Sham,	became	de	facto	leader	of	Syria.[87]	On	8
December	2024,	Israel	invaded	southern	Syria,	subsuming	the	Golan	Heights	buffer	zone	and	capturing	Quneitra,	the	Syrian	portion	of	Mount	Hermon,	and	surrounding	towns	and	villages,	while	also	carrying	out	a	bombing	campaign	against	Syrian	military	bases.	Israel	has	maintained	a	military	occupation	of	the	buffer	zone.[88][89]	At	the	Syrian	Revolution	Victory	conference	held	in
Damascus	on	29	January	2025,	the	new	government	appointed	al-Sharaa	as	president	of	Syria	during	the	transitional	phase	and	announced	the	dissolution	of	several	armed	militias	and	their	integration	into	the	Syrian	Army	under	the	Syrian	Ministry	of	Defense.	The	Turkish-backed	SNA	and	the	SDF	continued	to	clash	with	each	other	during	negotiations	to	dissolve	all	non-state	armed	groups
in	the	country.	The	Syrian	transitional	government	faced	sectarianism	and	opposition	to	its	rule	from	Assad	loyalists	and	former	allies.	In	December	2024,	Hezbollah	began	clashes	with	forces	of	the	transitional	government	primarily	along	the	Lebanon–Syria	border,	and	the	neo-Ba'athist	Syrian	Popular	Resistance	launched	an	insurgency.	Later,	some,	Syrian	Druze	formed	an	armed	coalition	in
Suwayda	Governorate	in	southern	Syria	to	resist	the	transitional	government's	authority	in	the	region.	In	May	2025,	Druze	leaders	agreed	to	share	security	responsibilities	in	Suwayda.[90]	Main	articles:	Background	and	causes	of	the	Syrian	revolution	and	Modern	history	of	Syria	See	also:	Ba'athist	Syria,	Presidency	of	Hafez	al-Assad,	Presidency	of	Bashar	al-Assad,	and	Assad	family	The	Arab
Socialist	Ba'ath	Party	government	came	to	power	through	a	coup	d'état	in	1963	by	overthrowing	the	Second	Syrian	Republic.	A	second	coup	in	1966	ousted	the	old	Baathist	leadership	of	Michel	Aflaq,	replacing	it	with	a	militaristic,	hard-left,	pro-Soviet	regime	led	by	Salah	Jadid,	causing	a	split	between	the	Syrian	branch	of	Ba'ath,	which	supported	Jadid,	and	the	Iraqi	branch,	which	remained
loyal	to	Aflaq.	Jadid	was	in	turn	removed	in	November	1970	by	General	Hafez	al-Assad,	an	Alawite	who	declared	himself	President	in	March	1971.[91]	This	marked	the	beginning	of	the	domination	of	personality	cults	centred	around	the	Assad	family	that	pervaded	all	aspects	of	Syrian	daily	life	and	was	accompanied	by	a	systematic	suppression	of	civil	and	political	freedoms,	becoming	the
central	feature	of	state	propaganda.	Authority	in	Ba'athist	Syria	was	monopolised	by	three	power-centres:	Alawite	loyalist	clans,	the	Ba'ath	Party	and	the	Syrian	Armed	Forces.	All	three	united	by	their	allegiance	to	the	Assad	family.[92][93][94]	The	Syrian	Regional	Branch	remained	the	dominant	political	authority	in	what	had	been	a	one-party	state	until	the	first	multi-party	election	to	the
People's	Council	of	Syria	was	held	in	2012.[95]	On	31	January	1973,	Hafez	al-Assad	implemented	a	new	constitution,	leading	to	a	national	crisis.	The	1973	Constitution	entrusted	the	Arab	Socialist	Ba'ath	Party	with	the	distinctive	role	as	the	"leader	of	the	state	and	society",	empowering	it	to	mobilise	the	civilians	for	party	programmes,	issue	decrees	to	ascertain	their	loyalty	and	supervise	all
legal	trade	unions.	Ba'athist	ideology	was	imposed	upon	children	as	a	compulsory	part	of	school	curricula	as	the	Armed	Forces	became	highly	monitored	by	the	Party.	The	constitution	removed	Islam	from	being	recognised	as	the	state	religion	and	stripped	existing	provisions	such	as	the	requirement	that	the	president	of	Syria	be	Muslim.	These	measures	caused	widespread	furor	amongst	the
public,	leading	to	fierce	demonstrations	in	Hama,	Homs	and	Aleppo	organized	by	the	Muslim	Brotherhood	and	the	ulama.	The	Assad	regime	violently	crushed	the	Islamic	revolts	that	occurred	during	1976–1982,	waged	by	revolutionaries	from	the	Syrian	Muslim	Brotherhood.[96]	The	Ba'ath	Party	carefully	constructed	Assad	as	the	guiding	father	figure	of	the	party	and	modern	Syrian	nation,
advocating	the	continuation	of	Assad	dynastic	rule	of	Syria.	As	part	of	the	publicity	efforts	to	brand	the	nation	and	Assad	family	as	inseparable,	slogans	such	as	"Assad	or	we	burn	the	country",	"Assad	or	to	hell	with	the	country"	and	"Hafez	Assad,	forever"	became	an	integral	part	of	the	state	and	party	discourse	during	the	1980s.	Eventually	the	party	organisation	itself	became	a	rubber	stamp
and	the	power	structures	became	deeply	dependent	on	sectarian	affiliation	to	the	Assad	family	and	the	central	role	of	armed	forces	needed	to	crack	down	on	dissent	in	the	society.	Critics	of	the	regime	have	pointed	out	that	deployment	of	violence	is	central	to	the	rule	of	Ba'athist	Syria	and	describe	it	as	"a	dictatorship	with	genocidal	tendencies".[97]	Hafez	al-Assad's	nearly	three-decade	rule
was	marked	by	its	methods,	ranging	from	censorship	to	violent	measures	of	state	terror	such	as	mass	murders,	forced	deportations	and	brutal	practices	such	as	torture,	which	were	unleashed	collectively	upon	the	civilian	population.[98]	Upon	Hafez	al-Assad's	death	in	2000,	his	son	Bashar	al-Assad	succeeded	him	as	the	President	of	Syria.[97]	Bashar's	wife	Asma,	a	Sunni	Muslim	born	and
educated	in	Britain,	was	initially	hailed	in	the	Western	press	as	a	"rose	in	the	desert".[99][100]	The	couple	once	raised	hopes	amongst	Syrian	intellectuals	and	outside	Western	observers,	being	seen	as	a	path	towards	implementing	economic	and	political	reforms.	However,	Bashar	failed	to	deliver	on	promised	reforms,	instead	cracking	down	on	the	civil	society	groups,	political	reformists	and
democratic	activists	that	emerged	during	the	Damascus	Spring	in	the	2000s.[101]	Bashar	Al-Assad	claims	that	no	'moderate	opposition'	to	his	government	exists,	and	that	all	opposition	forces	are	Islamists	focused	on	destroying	his	secular	leadership;	his	view	was	that	terrorist	groups	operating	in	Syria	are	"linked	to	the	agendas	of	foreign	countries".[102]	Main	article:	Demographics	of	Syria
The	total	Syrian	population	in	July	2018	was	estimated	at	19,454,263	people.	By	ethnic	groups,	Syria	was	approximately	Arab	50%,	Alawite	15%,	Kurd	10%,	Levantine	10%	and	15%	of	other	ethnic	groups	(includes	Druze,	Ismaili,	Imami,	Assyrian,	Turkmen	and	Armenian).	Its	religious	breakdown	was:	Muslim	87%	(official;	includes	Sunni	74%	and	Alawi,	Ismaili	and	Shia	13%),	Christian	10%
(mainly	of	Eastern	Christian	churches[103]—may	now	be	smaller	as	a	result	of	Christians	fleeing	the	country),	Druze	3%	and	Jewish	(uncounted	in	the	estimate,	but	with	few	remaining	in	Damascus	and	Aleppo).[104]	Socioeconomic	inequality	increased	significantly	after	free	market	policies	were	initiated	by	Hafez	al-Assad	in	his	later	years,	and	it	accelerated	after	Bashar	al-Assad	came	to
power.	With	an	emphasis	on	the	service	sector,	these	policies	benefited	a	minority	of	the	nation's	population,	mostly	people	who	had	connections	with	the	government,	and	members	of	the	Sunni	merchant	class	of	Damascus	and	Aleppo.[105]	In	2010,	Syria's	nominal	GDP	per	capita	was	only	$2,834,	comparable	to	sub-Saharan	African	countries	such	as	Nigeria	and	far	lower	than	its	neighbors
such	as	Lebanon,	with	an	annual	growth	rate	of	3.39%,	below	most	other	developing	countries.[106]	The	country	also	faced	particularly	high	youth	unemployment	rates.[107]	At	the	start	of	the	war,	discontent	with	the	government	was	strongest	in	Syria's	poor	areas,	predominantly	among	conservative	Sunnis.[105]	These	included	cities	with	high	poverty	rates,	such	as	Daraa	and	Homs,	and
the	poorer	districts	of	large	cities.	The	unrest	coincided	with	the	most	intense	drought	ever	recorded	in	Syria,	which	lasted	from	2006	to	2011	and	resulted	in	widespread	crop	failure,	an	increase	in	food	prices	and	a	mass	migration	of	farming	families	to	urban	centers.[108]	This	migration	strained	infrastructure	already	burdened	by	the	influx	of	some	1.5	million	refugees	from	the	Iraq	War.
[109]	The	drought	has	been	linked	to	anthropogenic	global	warming.[110][111][112]	Subsequent	analysis,	however,	has	challenged	the	narrative	of	the	drought	as	a	major	contributor	to	the	start	of	the	war.[113][114][115]	Adequate	water	supply	continues	to	be	an	issue	in	the	ongoing	civil	war	and	is	frequently	the	target	of	military	action.[116]	Main	articles:	Human	rights	in	Syria	and	Human
rights	violations	during	the	Syrian	civil	war	The	human	rights	situation	in	Syria	has	long	been	the	subject	of	harsh	critique	from	global	organizations.[117]	The	rights	of	free	expression,	association	and	assembly	were	strictly	controlled	in	Syria	even	before	the	uprising.[118]	The	country	remained	under	a	state	of	emergency	from	1963	until	2011	and	public	gatherings	of	more	than	five	people
were	banned.[119]	Security	forces	had	sweeping	powers	of	arrest	and	detention.[120]	Despite	hopes	for	democratic	change	with	the	2000	Damascus	Spring,	Bashar	al-Assad	was	widely	reported	as	having	failed	to	implement	any	improvements.	In	2010,	he	imposed	a	controversial	national	ban	on	female	Islamic	dress	codes	(such	as	face	veils)	across	universities,	where	reportedly	over	a
thousand	primary	school	teachers	that	wore	the	niqab	were	reassigned	to	administrative	jobs.[121]	A	Human	Rights	Watch	report	issued	just	before	the	beginning	of	the	2011	uprising	stated	that	Assad	had	failed	to	substantially	improve	the	state	of	human	rights	since	taking	power.[122]	Main	article:	Belligerents	in	the	Syrian	civil	war	Local,	regional	and	international	actors	involved	in	the
Syrian	civil	war	prior	to	the	fall	of	the	Assad	regime.	There	are	numerous	factions,	both	foreign	and	domestic,	involved	in	the	Syrian	civil	war.	These	can	be	divided	into	four	main	groups.	First,	Ba'athist	Syria	led	by	Bashar	al-Assad	and	backed	by	his	Russian	and	Iranian	allies.	Second,	the	Syrian	opposition	consisting	of	two	alternative	governments:	i)	the	Syrian	Interim	Government,	a	big-tent
coalition	of	democratic,	Syrian	nationalist	and	Islamic	political	groups	whose	defense	forces	consist	of	the	Syrian	National	Army[123]	and	Free	Syrian	Army,	and	ii)	the	Syrian	Salvation	Government,	a	Sunni	Islamist	coalition	led	by	Hay'at	Tahrir	al-Sham.[124]	Third,	the	Kurdish-dominated	Autonomous	Administration	of	North	and	East	Syria	and	its	military	wing,	the	Syrian	Democratic	Forces,
supported	by	the	United	States,	France	and	other	coalition	allies.[125]	Fourth,	the	global	jihadist	camp	consisting	of	al-Qaeda	affiliate	Guardians	of	Religion	Organisation	and	its	rival	Islamic	State.[126]	The	Syrian	government,	the	opposition	and	the	SDF	have	all	received	support—militarily,	logistically	and	diplomatically—from	foreign	countries,	leading	the	conflict	to	often	be	described	as	a
proxy	war.[127]	Main	article:	Foreign	involvement	in	the	Syrian	civil	war	See	also:	Israel	and	the	Syrian	civil	war	Map	of	states	with	military/paramilitary	forces	deployed	in	Syria.		Syria		Supported	the	Assad	government	with	troops		Supported	the	Assad	government	with	militia		Supporting	Syrian	rebels	or	a	non-government	faction	with	troops	The	major	parties	that	supported	the	Syrian
government	were	Iran,[128]	Russia[129]	and	Lebanese	militia	Hezbollah.	Syrian	rebel	groups	received	political,	logistic	and	military	support	from	the	United	States,[130][131]	Turkey,[132]	Saudi	Arabia,[133]	Qatar,[134]	Britain,	France,[135]	Israel[136][137]	and	the	Netherlands.[138]	Under	the	aegis	of	operation	Timber	Sycamore	and	other	clandestine	activities,	CIA	operatives	and	US
special	operations	troops	have	trained	and	armed	nearly	10,000	rebel	fighters	at	a	cost	of	$1	billion	a	year	since	2012.[139][140]	Iraq	had	also	been	involved	in	supporting	the	Syrian	government,	but	mostly	against	ISIL.[141]	Hezbollah,	the	Lebanese	Shia	militant	group,	was	significantly	involved	in	the	Syrian	Civil	War.	Starting	from	the	2011	Syrian	revolution,	Hezbollah	provided	active
support	to	the	Ba'athist	government	forces.[142][143]	By	2012,	the	group	escalated	its	involvement,	deploying	troops	across	Syria.[144]	In	2013,	Hezbollah	publicly	acknowledged	its	presence	in	Syria,	intensifying	its	ground	commitment.	This	involvement	included	an	estimated	5,000	to	8,000	fighters	at	any	given	time,	comprising	Special	Forces,	standing	forces	from	all	units,	part-time
fighters	and	new	recruits	with	accelerated	combat	training.	Hezbollah's	presence,	supported	by	Iranian	weaponry	and	training,	further	complicated	the	conflict	dynamics,	drawing	Israeli	airstrikes	against	Hezbollah	and	Iranian	targets	in	Syria.[145]	Main	article:	Spillover	of	the	Syrian	civil	war	Further	information:	War	in	Iraq	(2013–2017)	In	June	2014,	members	of	the	Islamic	State	of	Iraq
and	the	Levant	(ISIL)	crossed	the	border	from	Syria	into	northern	Iraq,	and	took	control	of	large	swaths	of	Iraqi	territory	as	the	Iraqi	Army	abandoned	its	positions.	Fighting	between	rebels	and	government	forces	also	spilled	over	into	Lebanon	on	several	occasions.	There	were	repeated	incidents	of	sectarian	violence	in	the	North	Governorate	of	Lebanon	between	supporters	and	opponents	of
the	Syrian	government,	as	well	as	armed	clashes	between	Sunnis	and	Alawites	in	Tripoli.[146]	Starting	on	5	June	2014,	ISIL	seized	swathes	of	territory	in	Iraq.	As	of	2014,	the	Syrian	Arab	Air	Force	used	airstrikes	targeted	against	ISIL	in	Raqqa	and	al-Hasakah	in	coordination	with	the	Iraqi	government.[147]	See	also:	List	of	equipment	of	the	Syrian	Army,	List	of	military	equipment	used	by
Syrian	opposition	forces,	and	Improvised	artillery	in	the	Syrian	civil	war	'Hell	cannon'	Improvised	artillery	found	after	the	battle	of	Aleppo	in	2016	Syrian	Army	T-72	tank	during	the	2018	Rif	Dimashq	offensive	Main	articles:	Use	of	chemical	weapons	in	the	Syrian	civil	war	and	Destruction	of	Syria's	chemical	weapons	See	also:	Syria	and	weapons	of	mass	destruction	and	Syria	chemical	weapons
program	Sarin,	mustard	agent	and	chlorine	gas	have	been	used	during	the	conflict.	Numerous	casualties	led	to	an	international	reaction,	especially	the	2013	Ghouta	chemical	attack.	A	UN	fact-finding	mission	was	requested	to	investigate	reported	chemical	weapons	attacks.	In	four	cases,	UN	inspectors	confirmed	the	use	of	sarin	gas.[148]	In	August	2016,	a	confidential	report	by	the	UN	and
the	OPCW	explicitly	blamed	the	Syrian	military	of	Bashar	al-Assad	for	dropping	chemical	weapons	(chlorine	bombs)	on	the	towns	of	Talmenes	in	April	2014	and	Sarmin	in	March	2015	and	ISIL	for	using	sulfur	mustard	on	the	town	of	Marea	in	August	2015.[149]	The	United	States	and	the	European	Union	have	said	the	Syrian	government	has	conducted	several	chemical	attacks.	Following	the
2013	Ghouta	attacks	and	international	pressure,	the	destruction	of	Syria's	chemical	weapons	began.	In	2015	the	UN	mission	disclosed	previously	undeclared	traces	of	sarin	compounds	at	a	"military	research	site".[150]	After	the	April	2017	Khan	Shaykhun	chemical	attack,	the	United	States	launched	its	first	intentional	attack	against	Syrian	government	forces.	An	investigation	conducted	by
Tobias	Schneider	and	Theresa	Lutkefend	of	the	GPPi	research	institute	documented	336	confirmed	attacks	involving	chemical	weapons	in	Syria	between	23	December	2012	and	18	January	2019.	The	study	attributed	98%	of	the	total	chemical	attacks	to	the	Assad	regime.	Almost	90%	of	the	attacks	occurred	after	Ghouta	chemical	attack	in	August	2013.[151][152]	In	April	2020,	the	UN	Security
Council	briefing	was	held	on	the	findings	of	a	global	chemical	weapons	watchdog,	Organisation	for	the	Prohibition	of	Chemical	Weapons	(OPCW),	which	found	that	the	Syrian	Air	Force	used	sarin	and	chlorine	during	multiple	attacks	in	2017.	Syria's	close	allies,	Russia,	and	other	European	countries	debated	the	issue,	during	which	Moscow	dismissed	the	OPCW	findings	while	many	Western
European	countries	called	for	accountability	for	the	government's	war	crimes.[153]	The	UN	Deputy	ambassador	from	Britain,	Jonathan	Allen,	stated	that	the	report	by	the	OPCW's	Investigation	Identification	Team	(IIT)	claimed	that	the	Syrian	regime	is	responsible	for	using	chemical	weapons	in	the	war	on	at	least	four	occasions.	The	information	was	also	noted	in	two	UN-mandated
investigations.[154]	In	April	2021,	Syria	was	suspended	from	the	OPCW	through	the	public	vote	of	member	states	for	not	cooperating	with	the	IIT	and	for	violating	the	Chemical	Weapons	Convention.[155][156][157]	Findings	of	another	OPCW	investigation	report	published	in	July	2021	concluded	that	the	Syrian	regime	had	engaged	in	confirmed	chemical	attacks	at	least	17	times,	out	of	the	77
reported	incidents	of	chemical	weapons	usage	attributed	to	Assadist	forces.[158][159]	Syria	is	not	a	party	to	the	Convention	on	Cluster	Munitions	and	does	not	recognize	the	ban	on	the	use	of	cluster	bombs.	The	Syrian	Army	is	reported	to	have	begun	using	cluster	bombs	in	September	2012.	Steve	Goose,	director	of	the	Arms	Division	at	Human	Rights	Watch,	said	"Syria	is	expanding	its
relentless	use	of	cluster	munitions,	a	banned	weapon,	and	civilians	are	paying	the	price	with	their	lives	and	limbs."	He	adds	of	the	weapons	that	"The	initial	toll	is	only	the	beginning	because	cluster	munitions	often	leave	unexploded	bomblets	that	kill	and	maim	long	afterward."[160]	Russian	thermobaric	weapons,	also	known	as	"fuel-air	bombs",	were	used	by	the	government's	side	during	the
war.	On	2	December	2015,	The	National	Interest	reported	that	Russia	was	deploying	the	TOS-1	Buratino	multiple	rocket	launch	system	to	Syria,	which	is	"designed	to	launch	massive	thermobaric	charges	against	infantry	in	confined	spaces	such	as	urban	areas".[161]	One	Buratino	thermobaric	rocket	launcher	"can	obliterate	a	roughly	200	by	400	metres	(660	by	1,310	feet)	area	with	a	single
salvo".[162]	Since	2012,	rebels	have	said	that	the	Syrian	Air	Force	(government	forces)	is	using	thermobaric	weapons	against	residential	areas	occupied	by	the	rebel	fighters,	such	as	during	the	Battle	of	Aleppo	and	also	in	Kafr	Batna.[163]	A	panel	of	United	Nations	human	rights	investigators	reported	that	the	Syrian	government	used	thermobaric	bombs	against	the	strategic	town	of	Qusayr	in
March	2013.[164]	In	August	2013,	the	BBC	reported	on	the	use	of	napalm-like	incendiary	bombs	on	a	school	in	northern	Syria.[165]	An	Army	of	Glory	fighter	launches	a	BGM-71	TOW	anti-tank	missile	at	a	Syrian	government	position	during	the	2017	Hama	offensive.	Several	types	of	anti-tank	missiles	are	in	use	in	Syria.	Russia	has	sent	9M133	Kornet,	third-generation	anti-tank	guided	missiles
to	the	Syrian	government	whose	forces	have	used	them	extensively	against	armour	and	other	ground	targets	to	fight	jihadists	and	rebels.[166]	US-made	BGM-71	TOW	missiles	are	one	of	the	primary	weapons	of	rebel	groups	and	have	been	primarily	provided	by	the	United	States	and	Saudi	Arabia.[167]	The	US	has	also	supplied	many	Eastern	European	sourced	9K111	Fagot	launchers	and
warheads	to	Syrian	rebel	groups	under	its	Timber	Sycamore	program.[168]	See	also:	Operation	Laylat	al-Qadr	In	June	2017,	Iran	attacked	ISIL	targets	in	the	Deir	ez-Zor	area	in	eastern	Syria	with	Zolfaghar	ballistic	missiles	fired	from	western	Iran,[169]	in	the	first	use	of	mid-range	missiles	by	Iran	in	30	years.[170]	According	to	Jane's	Defence	Weekly,	the	missiles	travelled	650–700	kilometres.
[169]	Main	articles:	Sectarianism	and	minorities	in	the	Syrian	civil	war	and	Federalization	of	Syria	Map	of	Syria's	ethno-religious	composition	in	1976	The	successive	governments	of	Hafez	and	Bashar	al-Assad	have	been	closely	associated	with	the	country's	minority	Alawite	religious	group,	an	offshoot	of	Shia,	whereas	the	majority	of	the	population,	and	most	of	the	opposition,	is	Sunni.	This
resulted	in	calls	for	persecution	of	the	Alawites	by	parts	of	the	opposition.[171]	A	third	of	250,000	Alawite	men	of	military	age	have	been	killed	fighting	in	the	Syrian	civil	war.[172]	In	May	2013,	SOHR	stated	that	out	of	94,000	killed	during	the	war,	41,000	of	which	being	Alawites.[173]	According	to	The	Daily	Beast	news	website,	many	Syrian	Christians	stated	in	November	2013	that	they	had
fled	after	they	were	targeted	by	the	anti-government	rebels.[174]	As	militias	and	non-Syrian	Shia—motivated	by	pro-Shia	sentiment	rather	than	loyalty	to	the	Assad	government—have	taken	over	fighting	the	anti-government	forces	from	the	weakened	Syrian	Army,	fighting	has	taken	on	a	more	sectarian	nature.	One	opposition	leader	has	said	that	the	Shia	militias	often	"try	to	occupy	and
control	the	religious	symbols	in	the	Sunni	community	to	achieve	not	just	a	territorial	victory	but	a	sectarian	one	as	well"—reportedly	occupying	mosques	and	replacing	Sunni	icons	with	pictures	of	Shia	leaders.	According	to	the	Syrian	Network	for	Human	Rights,	human	rights	abuses	have	been	committed	by	the	militias	including	"a	series	of	sectarian	massacres	between	March	2011	and
January	2014	that	left	962	civilians	dead".[175]	In	2025	after	the	defeat	of	Assad	and	the	rise	of	the	Transitional	government	an	ongoing	series	of	mass	killings	and	massacres	against	Alawites	has	occurred	in	Syria	since	March	2025	as	part	of	communal	and	sectarian	violence	by	fighters	aligned	with	the	Syrian	caretaker	government	(including	locally	mobilised	civilians,	Syrian	National	Army
(SNA)	militias	and	Saraya	Ansar	al-Sunnah)	and	armed	remnants	of	the	former	Assad	regime.	The	UK-based	Syrian	Observatory	for	Human	Rights	(SOHR)	reported	that	1,614	civilians	were	killed	by	armed	militias	supporting	the	Syrian	government	since	6	March.	The	observatory	estimated	actual	numbers	to	be	much	higher.[176]	Main	articles:	Autonomous	Administration	of	North	and	East
Syria	and	Rojava	conflict	The	Autonomous	Administration	of	North	and	East	Syria	(AANES),	also	known	as	Rojava,[j]	is	a	de	facto	autonomous	region	in	northeastern	Syria.[180][181]	The	region	does	not	claim	to	pursue	full	independence	but	autonomy	within	a	federal	and	democratic	Syria.[182]	Rojava	consists	of	self-governing	sub-regions	in	the	areas	of	Afrin,	Jazira,	Euphrates,	Raqqa,
Tabqa,	Manbij	and	Deir	Ez-Zor.[183][184]	The	region	gained	its	de	facto	autonomy	in	2012	in	the	context	of	the	ongoing	Rojava	conflict,	in	which	its	official	military	force,	the	Syrian	Democratic	Forces	(SDF),	has	taken	part.[185][186]	While	entertaining	some	foreign	relations,	the	region	is	not	officially	recognized	as	autonomous	by	the	government	of	Syria	or	any	state	except	for	the	Catalan
Parliament.[187][188]	The	AANES	has	widespread	support	for	its	universal	democratic,	sustainable,	autonomous	pluralist,	equal	and	feminist	policies	in	dialogues	with	other	political	parties	and	organizations.[189][190][191][192]	Northeastern	Syria	is	polyethnic	and	home	to	sizeable	ethnic	Kurdish,	Arab	and	Assyrian	populations,	with	smaller	communities	of	ethnic	Turkmen,	Armenians,
Circassians	and	Yazidis.[193][194][195]	The	supporters	of	the	region's	administration	state	that	it	is	an	officially	secular	polity[196][197]	with	direct	democratic	ambitions	based	on	an	anarchistic,	feminist	and	libertarian	socialist	ideology	promoting	decentralization,	gender	equality,[198][199]	environmental	sustainability,	social	ecology	and	pluralistic	tolerance	for	religious,	cultural	and
political	diversity,	and	that	these	values	are	mirrored	in	its	constitution,	society	and	politics,	stating	it	to	be	a	model	for	a	federalized	Syria	as	a	whole,	rather	than	outright	independence.[182][200][201][202][203]	The	region's	administration	has	also	been	accused	by	some	partisan	and	nonpartisan	sources	of	authoritarianism,	support	of	the	Syrian	government,[204]	Kurdification	and
displacement.[205]	However,	despite	this	the	AANES	has	been	the	most	democratic	system	in	Syria,	with	direct	open	elections,	universal	equality,	respecting	human	rights	within	the	region,	as	well	as	defense	of	minority	and	religious	rights	within	Syria.[189][206][207][208][209][210][211]	In	March	2015,	the	Syrian	Information	Minister	announced	that	his	government	considered	recognizing
Kurdish	autonomy	"within	the	law	and	constitution".[212]	While	the	region's	administration	was	not	invited	to	the	Geneva	III	peace	talks	on	Syria,[213]	or	any	of	the	earlier	talks,	Russia	in	particular	called	for	the	region's	inclusion	and	did	to	some	degree	carry	the	region's	positions	into	the	talks,	as	documented	in	Russia's	May	2016	draft	for	a	new	constitution	for	Syria.[214][215]	The
Kurdish-led	Syrian	Democratic	Forces	announcing	the	Deir	ez-Zor	campaign	in	2017	An	analysis	released	in	June	2017	described	the	region's	"relationship	with	the	government	fraught	but	functional"	and	a	"semi-cooperative	dynamic".[216]	In	late	September	2017,	Syria's	Foreign	Minister	said	that	Damascus	would	consider	granting	Kurds	more	autonomy	in	the	region	once	ISIL	was
defeated.[217]	On	13	October	2019,	the	SDF	announced	that	it	had	reached	an	agreement	with	the	Syrian	Army	which	allowed	the	latter	to	enter	the	SDF-held	cities	of	Manbij	and	Kobani	in	order	to	dissuade	a	Turkish	attack	on	those	cities	as	part	of	the	cross-border	offensive	by	Turkish	and	Turkish-backed	Syrian	rebels.[218]	The	Syrian	Army	also	deployed	in	the	north	of	Syria	together	with
the	SDF	along	the	Syrian-Turkish	border	and	entered	into	several	SDF-held	cities	such	as	Ayn	Issa	and	Tell	Tamer.[219][220]	Following	the	creation	of	the	Second	Northern	Syria	Buffer	Zone,	the	SDF	stated	that	it	was	ready	to	work	cooperatively	with	the	Syrian	Army	if	a	political	settlement	between	the	Syrian	government	and	the	SDF	was	achieved.[221]	According	to	information	gathered
in	December	2021,	Iraqi	authorities	have	repatriated	100	Iraqi	fighters	from	the	ISIL	(ISIS)	group	who	were	being	held	by	Kurdish	forces	in	northeast	Syria.[222]	As	of	2022,	the	main	military	threat	and	conflict	faced	by	Rojava's	official	defense	force,	the	Syrian	Democratic	Forces	(SDF),	are	firstly,	an	ongoing	conflict	with	ISIS;	and	secondly,	ongoing	concerns	of	possible	invasion	of	the
northeast	regions	of	Syria	by	Turkish	forces,	in	order	to	strike	Kurdish	groups	in	general,	and	Rojava	in	particular.[223][224][225]	An	official	report	by	the	Rojava	government	noted	Turkey-backed	militias	as	the	main	threat	to	the	region	of	Rojava	and	its	government.[226]	In	May	2022	Turkish	and	opposition	Syrian	officials	said	that	Turkey's	Armed	Forces	and	the	Syrian	National	Army	are
planning	a	new	operation	against	the	SDF,	composed	mostly	of	the	YPG/YPJ.[227][228]	The	new	operation	is	set	to	resume	efforts	to	create	30-kilometre-wide	(19	mi)	"safe	zones"	along	Turkey's	border	with	Syria,	President	Erdoğan	said	in	a	statement.[229]	The	operation	aims	at	the	Tal	Rifaat	and	Manbij	regions	west	of	the	Euphrates	and	other	areas	further	east.	Meanwhile,	Ankara	is	in
talks	with	Moscow	over	the	operation.	President	Erdoğan	reiterated	his	determination	for	the	operation	on	8	August	2022.[230]	On	5	June	2022,	the	leader	of	the	SDF,	Mazloum	Abdi,	said	that	forces	of	the	Kurdish	government	in	the	AANES	were	willing	to	work	with	Syrian	government	forces	to	defend	against	Turkey,	saying	"Damascus	should	use	its	air	defense	systems	against	Turkish
planes."	Abdi	said	that	Kurdish	groups	would	be	able	to	cooperate	with	the	Syrian	government,	and	still	retain	their	autonomy.[231][232][233][234][235]	The	joint	discussions	were	a	result	of	the	negotiation	processes	that	had	begun	in	October	2019.[236]	In	early	2023,	reports	indicated	that	the	forces	of	Islamic	State	in	Syria	had	mostly	been	defeated,	with	only	a	few	cells	remaining	in
various	remote	locations.[237][238][239]	As	of	2023,	Turkey	was	continuing	its	support	for	various	militias	within	Syria,	consisting	mostly	of	the	Syrian	National	Army,	which	periodically	attempted	some	operations	against	Kurdish	groups.[227][228][240]	One	stated	goal	was	to	create	"safe	zones"	along	Turkey's	border	with	Syria,	according	to	a	statement	by	Turkish	President	Erdoğan.[229]
The	operations	were	generally	aimed	at	the	Tal	Rifaat	and	Manbij	regions	west	of	the	Euphrates	and	other	areas	further	east.	President	Erdoğan	openly	stated	his	support	for	the	operations,	in	talks	with	Moscow	in	mid-2022.[230]	Human	toll	of	the	Syrian	civil	warThis	graph	was	using	the	legacy	Graph	extension,	which	is	no	longer	supported.	It	needs	to	be	converted	to	the	new	Chart
extension.Pre-war	population	22	±.5;	Internally	displaced	6	±.5,	Refugees	5.5	±.5,	Fatalities	0.5	±.1	(millions)[citation	needed]Syrian	refugees	By	countryTurkey,	Lebanon,	Egypt,	JordanSettlementsCamps:	Jordan	Internally	displaced	Syrians	Casualties	of	the	war	CrimesWar	crimes,	massacres,	rape	Return	of	refugees,	Refugees	as	weapons,	Prosecution	of	war	criminalsvte	Syrian	refugees	in
Lebanon	living	in	cramped	quarters	(6	August	2012)	Main	article:	Refugees	of	the	Syrian	civil	war	This	section	needs	to	be	updated.	Please	help	update	this	article	to	reflect	recent	events	or	newly	available	information.	(December	2024)	As	of	December	2022,	an	estimated	6.7	million	refugees	have	been	forced	to	flee	Syria,[241]	with	approximately	5.5	million	Syrian	refugees	residing	across
the	five	nearby	countries	of	Turkey,	Lebanon,	Jordan,	Iraq	and	Egypt.	Germany	hosts	the	largest	refugee	population	out	of	any	non-neighboring	nation	with	more	than	850,000	Syrian	refugees.[242]	Over	3.7	million	Syrian	refugees	are	in	Turkey.[243]	Many	refugees	are	housed	in	a	system	of	a	dozen	Syrian	refugee	camps	placed	under	the	direct	authority	of	the	Turkish	Government.	Satellite
images	confirmed	that	the	first	Syrian	camps	appeared	in	Turkey	in	July	2011,	shortly	after	the	towns	of	Deraa,	Homs	and	Hama	were	besieged.[244]	The	massive	sustained	presence	of	Syrian	refugees	has	fueled	resentment	from	Turkish	citizens	and	figures	across	the	country's	political	spectrum.	They	have	been	employed	as	scapegoats	during	periods	of	crisis	within	the	country.	Measures
have	been	put	in	place	to	"drive	them	out"	including	raised	fees	on	utilities	such	as	water	and	services	such	as	marriage	licences.	There	has	been	an	increase	on	attacks	targeting	Syrian	refugees	in	the	country.[245]	In	2013,	one	in	three	of	Syrian	refugees	(about	667,000	people)	sought	safety	in	Lebanon,	which	had	a	population	of	5.2	million	in	2012.[246][247]	In	September	2014,	the	UN
stated	that	the	number	of	Syrian	refugees	had	exceeded	three	million.[248]	According	to	the	Jerusalem	Center	for	Public	Affairs,	Sunnis	are	leaving	for	Lebanon	and	undermining	Hezbollah's	status.	The	Syrian	refugee	crisis	has	caused	the	"Jordan	is	Palestine"	threat	to	be	diminished	due	to	the	onslaught	of	new	refugees	in	Jordan.	Greek	Catholic	Patriarch	Gregorios	III	Laham	claimed	in	2014
that	more	than	450,000	Syrian	Christians	have	been	displaced	by	the	conflict.[249]	As	of	September	2016[update],	the	European	Union	has	reported	that	there	are	13.5	million	refugees	in	need	of	assistance	in	the	country.[250]	Australia	is	being	appealed	to	rescue	more	than	60	women	and	children	stuck	in	Syria's	Al-Hawl	camp	ahead	of	a	potential	Turkish	invasion.[251]	A	report	from	NGO
ACT	Alliance	found	that	refugees	in	camps	in	north-eastern	Syria	have	tripled	in	2019.[252]	Numerous	refugees	remain	in	local	refugee	camps.	Conditions	there	are	reported	to	be	severe,	especially	during	the	winter.[253][254]	In	2019,	4,000	people	were	housed	at	the	Washokani	Camp.	The	Kurdish	Red	Cross	was	the	only	organization	known	to	have	helped	the	camp's	refugees.	Numerous
camp	residents	called	for	assistance	from	international	groups.[255][256]	On	30	December	2019,	over	50	Syrian	refugees,	including	27	children,	were	welcomed	in	Ireland,	where	they	started	afresh	in	their	new	temporary	homes	at	the	Mosney	Accommodation	Centre	in	Co	Meath.	The	migrant	refugees	were	pre-interviewed	by	Irish	officials	under	the	Irish	Refugee	Protection	Programme
(IRPP).[257]	Main	article:	Return	of	refugees	of	the	Syrian	civil	war	Another	aspect	of	the	post-war	years	will	be	how	to	repatriate	the	millions	of	refugees.	The	Syrian	government	has	put	forward	a	law	commonly	known	as	"law	10",	which	could	strip	refugees	of	property,	such	as	damaged	real	estate.	There	are	also	fears	among	some	refugees	that	if	they	return	to	claim	this	property	they	will
face	negative	consequences,	such	as	forced	conscription	or	prison.	The	Syrian	government	has	been	criticized	for	using	this	law	to	reward	those	who	have	supported	the	government.	However,	the	government	said	this	statement	was	false	and	has	expressed	that	it	wants	the	return	of	refugees	from	Lebanon.[258][259]	In	December	2018,	it	was	also	reported	that	the	Syrian	government	has
started	to	seize	property	under	an	anti-terrorism	law,	which	is	affecting	government	opponents	negatively,	with	many	losing	their	property.	Some	people's	pensions	have	also	been	cancelled.[260]	Erdogan	said	that	Turkey	expects	to	resettle	about	1	million	refugees	in	the	"buffer	zone"	that	it	controls.[261][262][263][264]	Erdogan	claimed	that	Turkey	had	spent	billions	on	approximately	five
million	refugees	now	being	housed	in	Turkey;	and	called	for	more	funding	from	wealthier	nations	and	from	the	EU.[265]	This	plan	raised	concerns	amongst	Kurds	about	displacement	of	existing	communities	and	groups	in	that	area.	Main	article:	Internally	displaced	persons	in	Syria	The	violence	in	Syria	caused	millions	to	flee	their	homes.	As	of	March	2015,	Al-Jazeera	estimated	10.9	million
Syrians,	or	almost	half	the	population,	have	been	displaced.[266]	Violence	in	the	ongoing	crisis	in	northwest	Syria	had	forced	6,500	children	to	flee	every	day	over	the	last	week	of	January	2020.	The	recorded	count	of	displaced	children	in	the	area	has	reached	more	than	300,000	since	December	2019.[267]	As	of	2022,	there	are	6.2	million	internally	displaced	persons	in	Syria	according	to	the
United	Nations	High	Commissioner	for	Refugees.	2.5	million	of	those	are	children.	2017	alone	saw	the	displacement	of	at	least	1.8	million	people,	many	of	them	being	displaced	for	the	second	and	third	time.[268]	Hundreds	of	boys	are	being	held	hostage	by	ISIS.	As	of	25	January	2022,	The	New	York	Times	stated	that	the	fight	over	a	prison	in	northeastern	Syria	has	brought	attention	to	the
plight	of	thousands	of	foreign	children	who	were	brought	to	Syria	by	their	parents	to	join	the	Islamic	State	caliphate	and	have	been	detained	for	three	years	in	camps	and	prisons	in	the	region,	abandoned	by	their	home	countries.[269]	An	estimated	40,000	foreigners,	including	children,	travelled	to	Syria	to	fight	for	the	caliphate	or	work	for	it.	Thousands	of	them	had	brought	their	small
children	with	them.	There	were	also	other	children	born	there.	When	ISIS	lost	control	of	the	last	piece	of	territory	in	Syria,	Baghuz,	three	years	ago,	surviving	women	and	young	children	were	detained	in	camps,	while	suspected	militants	and	boys,	some	as	young	as	10,	were	imprisoned.[269]	Furthermore,	when	the	boys	in	the	camps	reach	the	age	of	adolescence,	they	are	usually	transferred
to	Hasaka's	Sinaa	prison,	where	they	are	packed	into	overcrowded	cells	with	no	access	to	sunlight.	According	to	prison	guards	in	the	area,	there	is	insufficient	food	and	medical	attention.[269]	When	the	boys	reach	the	age	of	18,	they	are	sent	to	the	regular	prison	population,	where	wounded	ISIS	members	are	placed	three	to	a	bed.[269]	Main	article:	Casualties	of	the	Syrian	civil	war	Total
deaths	over	the	course	of	the	conflict	in	Syria	(18	March	2011	–	18	October	2013)	based	on	data	from	the	Syrian	National	Council[270]	On	2	January	2013,	the	United	Nations	stated	that	60,000	had	been	killed	since	the	civil	war	began,	with	UN	High	Commissioner	for	Human	Rights	Navi	Pillay	saying	"The	number	of	casualties	is	much	higher	than	we	expected,	and	is	truly	shocking".[271]
Four	months	later,	the	UN's	updated	figure	for	the	death	toll	had	reached	80,000.[272]	On	13	June	2013,	the	UN	released	an	updated	figure	of	people	killed	since	fighting	began,	the	figure	being	exactly	92,901,	for	up	to	the	end	of	April	2013.	Navi	Pillay,	UN	high	commissioner	for	human	rights,	stated	that:	"This	is	most	likely	a	minimum	casualty	figure".	The	real	toll	was	guessed	to	be	over
100,000.[273][274]	Some	areas	of	the	country	have	been	affected	disproportionately	by	the	war;	by	some	estimates,	as	many	as	a	third	of	all	deaths	have	occurred	in	the	city	of	Homs.[275]	One	problem	has	been	determining	the	number	of	"armed	combatants"	who	have	died,	due	to	many	sources	counting	rebel	fighters	who	were	not	government	defectors	as	civilians.[276]	At	least	half	of
those	confirmed	killed	have	been	estimated	to	be	combatants	from	both	sides,	including	52,290	government	fighters	and	29,080	rebels,	with	an	additional	50,000	unconfirmed	combatant	deaths.[277]	In	addition,	UNICEF	reported	that	over	500	children	had	been	killed	by	early	February	2012,[278]	and	another	400	children	have	been	reportedly	arrested	and	tortured	in	Syrian	prisons;[279]
both	of	these	reports	have	been	contested	by	the	Syrian	government.	Additionally,	over	600	detainees	and	political	prisoners	are	known	to	have	died	under	torture.[280]	In	mid-October	2012,	the	pro-opposition	monitoring	group	SOHR	reported	the	number	of	children	killed	in	the	conflict	had	risen	to	2,300,[281]	and	in	March	2013,	opposition	sources	stated	that	over	5,000	children	had	been
killed.[282][better	source	needed]	In	January	2014,	a	report	was	released	detailing	the	systematic	killing	of	more	than	11,000	detainees	of	the	Syrian	government.[283]	Wounded	civilians	arrive	at	a	hospital	in	Aleppo,	October	2012	A	girl	from	the	Syrian	city	of	Qamishli	who	lost	her	leg	during	the	Turkish	offensive	into	north-eastern	Syria	in	October	2019	On	20	August	2014,	a	new	U.N.	study
concluded	that	at	least	191,369	people	have	died	in	the	Syrian	conflict.[284]	The	UN	thereafter	stopped	collecting	statistics,	but	a	study	by	the	Syrian	Centre	for	Policy	Research	released	in	February	2016	estimated	the	death	toll	to	be	470,000,	with	1.9m	wounded	(reaching	a	total	of	11.5%	of	the	entire	population	either	wounded	or	killed).[285]	A	report	by	the	pro-opposition	SNHR	in	2018
mentioned	82,000	victims	that	had	been	forcibly	disappeared	by	the	Syrian	government,	added	to	14,000	confirmed	deaths	due	to	torture.[286]	According	to	various	war	monitors,	Syrian	Armed	Forces	and	pro-Assad	forces	has	been	responsible	for	over	90%	of	the	total	civilian	casualties	in	the	civil	war.[k]	On	15	April	2017,	a	convoy	of	buses	carrying	evacuees	from	the	besieged	Shia	towns	of
al-Fu'ah	and	Kafriya,	which	were	surrounded	by	the	Army	of	Conquest,[295]	was	attacked	by	a	suicide	bomber	west	of	Aleppo,[296]	killing	more	than	126	people,	including	at	least	80	children.[297]	On	1	January	2020,	at	least	eight	civilians,	including	four	children,	were	killed	in	a	rocket	attack	on	a	school	in	Idlib	by	Syrian	government	forces,	the	Syrian	Human	Rights	Observatory	(SOHR)
said.[298]	In	January	2020,	UNICEF	warned	that	children	were	bearing	the	brunt	of	escalating	violence	in	northwestern	Syria.	More	than	500	children	were	wounded	or	killed	during	the	first	three	quarters	of	2019,	and	over	65	children	fell	victim	to	the	war	in	December	alone.[299]	Over	380,000	people	have	been	killed	since	the	war	in	Syria	started	nine	years	ago,	war	monitor	Syrian
Observatory	for	Human	Rights	said	on	4	January	2020.	The	death	toll	comprises	civilians,	government	soldiers,	militia	members	and	foreign	troops.[300]	In	an	airstrike	by	Russian	forces	loyal	to	the	Syrian	government,	at	least	five	civilians	were	killed,	out	of	which	four	belonged	to	the	same	family.	The	Syrian	Observatory	for	Human	Rights	claimed	that	the	death	toll	included	three	children
following	the	attack	in	the	Idlib	region	on	18	January	2020.[301]	On	30	January	2020,	Russian	airstrikes	on	a	hospital	and	a	bakery	killed	over	10	civilians	in	Syria's	Idlib	region.	Moscow	immediately	rejected	the	allegation.[302]	On	23	June	2020,	Israeli	raids	killed	seven	fighters,	including	two	Syrian	in	a	central	province.	State	media	cited	a	military	official	as	saying	the	attack	targeted	posts
in	rural	areas	of	Hama	province.[303]	Just	four	days	after	the	start	of	2022,	two	children	were	killed	and	five	others	injured	in	northwest	Syria.	In	2021	alone,	over	70%	of	violent	attacks	against	children	have	been	recorded	in	the	region.[304]	On	14	January	2022,	one	person	was	killed	by	a	car	bomb	and	several	others	were	wounded	in	the	city	of	Azaz	in	northwest	Syria,	three	people	were
wounded	at	a	marketplace	in	a	suspected	suicide	bombing	in	the	town	of	al	Bab	and	another	suicide	bomb	went	off	in	the	city	of	Afrin	at	a	roundabout.[305]	Main	articles:	Human	rights	violations	during	the	Syrian	civil	war	and	Human	rights	in	Syria	See	also:	Syrian	mass	graves,	Human	rights	in	Islamic	State-controlled	territory,	List	of	massacres	during	the	Syrian	civil	war,	Rape	during	the
Syrian	civil	war,	Use	of	chemical	weapons	in	the	Syrian	civil	war,	and	Prosecution	of	Syrian	civil	war	criminals	Victims	of	the	Ghouta	chemical	attack	perpetrated	by	Syrian	regime	forces	in	August	2013	United	Nations	and	human	rights	organizations	have	asserted	that	human	rights	violations	have	been	committed	by	both	the	government	and	the	rebel	forces,	with	the	"vast	majority	of	the
abuses	having	been	committed	by	the	Syrian	government".[306]	Numerous	human	rights	abuses,	political	repression,	war	crimes	and	crimes	against	humanity	perpetrated	by	the	Assad	government	throughout	the	course	of	the	conflict	has	led	to	international	condemnation	and	widespread	calls	to	convict	Bashar	al-Assad	in	the	International	Criminal	Court	(ICC).[l]	The	unprecedented	scale	of
the	atrocities	launched	by	government	forces	since	the	outbreak	of	the	Syrian	revolution	has	led	to	international	outrage,	and	Syria's	membership	was	suspended	from	various	international	organizations.[312][313]	According	to	three	international	lawyers,[314]	Syrian	government	officials	could	face	war	crimes	charges	in	the	light	of	a	huge	cache	of	evidence	smuggled	out	of	the	country
showing	the	"systematic	killing"	of	about	11,000	detainees.	Most	of	the	victims	were	young	men	and	many	corpses	were	emaciated,	bloodstained	and	bore	signs	of	torture.	Some	had	no	eyes;	others	showed	signs	of	strangulation	or	electrocution.[315]	Experts	said	this	evidence	was	more	detailed	and	on	a	far	larger	scale	than	anything	else	that	had	emerged	from	the	then	34-month	crisis.[316]
Atrocities	committed	by	the	Assad	regime	have	been	described	as	the	"greatest	war	crimes	of	the	21st	century",	with	chilling	revelations	of	torture,	rapes,	massacres	and	extermination	being	leaked	through	the	2014	Caesar	Report,	which	contained	photographic	evidence	gathered	by	a	dissident	army	photographer	who	worked	in	Ba'athist	military	prisons.[313]	According	to	international
lawyer	Stephen	Rapp:	We've	got	better	evidence—against	Assad	and	his	clique—than	we	had	against	Milosevic	in	Yugoslavia,	or	we	had	in	any	of	the	war	crimes	tribunals	in	which	I've	involved	in,	some	extent,	even	better	than	we	had	against	the	Nazis	at	Nuremberg,	because	the	Nazis	didn't	actually	take	individual	pictures	of	each	of	their	victims	with	identifying	information	on	them.[313]
The	UN	reported	in	2014	that	"siege	warfare	is	employed	in	a	context	of	egregious	human	rights	and	international	humanitarian	law	violations.	The	warring	parties	do	not	fear	being	held	accountable	for	their	acts".	Armed	forces	of	both	sides	of	the	conflict	blocked	access	to	humanitarian	convoys,	confiscated	food,	cut	off	water	supplies	and	targeted	farmers	working	their	fields.	The	report
pointed	to	four	places	besieged	by	the	government	forces:	Muadamiyah,	Daraya,	Yarmouk	camp	and	Old	City	of	Homs,	as	well	as	two	areas	under	siege	of	rebel	groups:	Aleppo	and	Hama.[317][318]	In	Yarmouk	Camp	20,000	residents	faced	death	by	starvation	due	to	blockade	by	the	Syrian	government	forces	and	fighting	between	the	army	and	Jabhat	al-Nusra,	which	prevents	food	distribution
by	UNRWA.[317][319]	In	July	2015,	the	UN	removed	Yarmouk	from	its	list	of	besieged	areas	in	Syria,	despite	not	having	been	able	deliver	aid	there	for	four	months,	and	declined	to	say	why	it	had	done	so.[320]	After	intense	fighting	in	April/May	2018,	Syrian	government	forces	finally	took	the	camp,	its	population	now	reduced	to	100–200.[321]	ISIS	forces	have	also	been	criticized	by	the	UN	of
using	public	executions	and	killing	of	captives,	amputations	and	lashings	in	a	campaign	to	instill	fear.	"Forces	of	the	Islamic	State	of	Iraq	and	al-Sham	have	committed	torture,	murder,	acts	tantamount	to	enforced	disappearance	and	forced	displacement	as	part	of	attacks	on	the	civilian	population	in	Aleppo	and	Raqqa	governorates,	amounting	to	crimes	against	humanity",	said	the	report	from
27	August	2014.[322]	ISIS	also	persecuted	gay	and	bisexual	men.[323]	Enforced	disappearances	and	arbitrary	detentions	have	also	been	a	feature	since	the	Syrian	uprising	began.[324]	An	Amnesty	International	report,	published	in	November	2015,	stated	the	Syrian	government	has	forcibly	disappeared	more	than	65,000	people	since	the	beginning	of	the	Syrian	civil	war.[325]	According	to	a
report	in	May	2016	by	the	Syrian	Observatory	for	Human	Rights,	at	least	60,000	people	have	been	killed	since	March	2011	through	torture	or	from	poor	humanitarian	conditions	in	Syrian	government	prisons.[326]	In	February	2017,	Amnesty	International	published	a	report	which	stated	the	Syrian	government	murdered	an	estimated	13,000	persons,	mostly	civilians,	at	the	Saydnaya	military
prison.	They	stated	the	killings	began	in	2011	and	were	still	ongoing.	Amnesty	International	described	this	as	a	"policy	of	deliberate	extermination"	and	also	stated	that	"These	practices,	which	amount	to	war	crimes	and	crimes	against	humanity,	are	authorised	at	the	highest	levels	of	the	Syrian	government".[327]	Three	months	later,	the	United	States	State	Department	stated	a	crematorium
had	been	identified	near	the	prison.	According	to	the	US,	it	was	being	used	to	burn	thousands	of	bodies	of	those	killed	by	the	government's	forces	and	to	cover	up	evidence	of	atrocities	and	war	crimes.[328]	Amnesty	International	expressed	surprise	at	the	reports	about	the	crematorium,	as	the	photographs	used	by	the	US	are	from	2013	and	they	did	not	see	them	as	conclusive,	and	fugitive
government	officials	have	stated	that	the	government	buries	those	its	executes	in	cemeteries	on	military	grounds	in	Damascus.[329]	The	Syrian	government	said	the	reports	were	not	true.[citation	needed]	By	July	2012,	the	human	rights	group	Women	Under	Siege	had	documented	over	100	cases	of	rape	and	sexual	assault	during	the	conflict,	with	many	of	these	crimes	reported	to	have	been
perpetrated	by	the	Shabiha	and	other	pro-government	militias.	Victims	included	men,	women	and	children,	with	about	80%	of	the	known	victims	being	women	and	girls.[330][better	source	needed]	On	11	September	2019,	the	UN	investigators	said	that	air	strikes	conducted	by	the	US-led	coalition	in	Syria	have	killed	or	wounded	several	civilians,	denoting	that	necessary	precautions	were	not
taken	leading	to	potential	war	crimes.[331]	Protest	in	Berlin,	showing	image	of	murdered	Syrian-Kurdish	politician	Hevrin	Khalaf	In	late	2019,	as	the	violence	intensified	in	northwest	Syria,	thousands	of	women	and	children	were	reportedly	kept	under	"inhumane	conditions"	in	a	remote	camp,	said	UN-appointed	investigators.[332]	In	October	2019,	Amnesty	International	stated	that	it	had
gathered	evidence	of	war	crimes	and	other	violations	committed	by	Turkish	and	Turkey-backed	Syrian	forces	who	are	said	to	"have	displayed	a	shameful	disregard	for	civilian	life,	carrying	out	serious	violations	and	war	crimes,	including	summary	killings	and	unlawful	attacks	that	have	killed	and	injured	civilians".[41]	According	to	a	2020	report	by	UN-backed	investigators	into	the	Syrian	civil
war,	young	girls	aged	nine	and	above	have	been	raped	and	inveigled	into	sexual	slavery,	while	boys	have	been	put	through	torture	and	forcefully	trained	to	execute	killings	in	public.	Children	have	been	attacked	by	sharpshooters	and	lured	to	be	bargaining	chips	for	ransoms.[333]	On	6	April	2020,	the	United	Nations	published	its	investigation	into	the	attacks	on	humanitarian	sites	in	Syria.	In
its	reports,	the	UN	said	it	had	examined	six	sites	of	attacks	and	concluded	that	the	airstrikes	had	been	carried	out	by	the	"Government	of	Syria	and/or	its	allies."	However,	the	report	was	criticized	for	being	partial	towards	Russia	and	not	naming	it,	despite	proper	evidence.	"The	refusal	to	explicitly	name	Russia	as	a	responsible	party	working	alongside	the	Syrian	government	...	is	deeply
disappointing",	the	HRW	quoted.[334]	On	27	April	2020,	the	Syrian	Network	for	Human	Rights	reported	the	continuation	of	multiple	crimes	in	the	month	of	March	and	April	in	Syria.	The	rights	organization	claimed	that	the	Syrian	regime	killed	44	civilians,	including	six	children,	during	the	COVID-19	pandemic.	It	also	said	that	Syrian	forces	held	156	people	captive	while	committing	at	least	of
four	attacks	on	vital	civilian	facilities.	The	report	further	recommended	that	the	UN	impose	sanctions	on	the	Bashar	al-Assad	regime	if	it	continues	to	commit	human	rights	violations.[335]	On	8	May	2020,	the	UN	High	Commissioner	for	Human	Rights	Michelle	Bachelet,	raised	serious	concern	that	rebel	groups,	including	ISIL	terrorist	fighters,	may	be	using	the	COVID-19	pandemic	as	"an
opportunity	to	re-group	and	inflict	violence	in	the	country".[336]	On	21	July	2020,	the	Syrian	government	forces	carried	out	an	attack	and	killed	two	civilians	with	four	Grad	rockets	in	western	al-Bab	sub-district.[337]	On	14	January	2022,	in	the	rebel-held	city	of	Azaz	in	northwest	Syria,	a	car	bomb	went	off	killing	one	and	wounding	several	bystanders.	According	to	a	rescue	worker,	an
improvised	explosive	device	had	been	housed	inside	a	car	and	then	the	car	was	planted	near	a	local	transport	office	in	the	city	which	is	close	to	the	Turkish	border.	In	the	town	of	al	Bab,	a	suicide	bomb	went	off	wounding	three	and	in	the	city	of	Afrin,	another	suicide	bomb	went	off	at	a	roundabout.	All	these	three	bombings	happened	in	a	span	of	hours	and	minutes	from	each	other.[305]
According	to	Al-Jazeera,	a	rocket	attack	on	a	northern	Syrian	town	controlled	by	Turkey-backed	opposition	fighters	killed	six	civilians	and	injured	more	than	a	dozen	others	on	21	January	2022.	According	to	the	British-based	Syrian	Observatory	for	Human	Rights,	it	was	unclear	who	fired	the	artillery	shells,	but	the	attack	came	from	a	region	populated	by	Kurdish	fighters	and	Syrian	government
forces.[338]	After	an	attack	on	a	Syrian	jail	on	23	January	2022,	over	120	individuals	were	killed	in	an	ongoing	conflict	between	Kurdish-led	troops	and	ISIL	(ISIS)	fighters.	According	to	the	UK-based	Syrian	Observatory	for	Human	Rights,	"at	least	77	IS	members	and	39	Kurdish	fighters,	including	internal	security	forces,	prison	guards	and	counter-terrorism	forces	were	killed"	in	the	attack.
[339]	On	17	December	2023,	eight	civilians,	including	a	pregnant	woman,	were	killed	during	bombardments	by	the	Syrian	Arab	Army	on	the	town	of	Darat	Izza.	War	monitor	SOHR	reported	that	pro-Assad	forces	deliberately	perpetrated	a	massacre	by	"directly	targeting	residential	areas,	using	artillery	shells	and	rocket	launchers".[340]	Main	article:	Prosecution	of	Syrian	civil	war	criminals	In
2022,	a	German	court	sentenced	Anwar	Raslan,	58,	a	high-ranking	official	of	President	Bashar	al-Assad's	regime	to	life	imprisonment	after	he	sought	asylum	in	Germany	and	was	arrested	in	2019.	He	was	charged	with	being	complicit	to	the	murder	of	at	least	27	people	coupled	with	the	sexual	assault	and	torture	of	at	least	another	4,000	people	between	29	April	2011,	and	7	September	2012.
Raslan	was	a	mid-level	officer	in	Branch	251	and	oversaw	the	torture	of	detainees.	His	trial	was	one	of	an	unprecedented	nature	because	Germany	took	on	a	trial	of	crimes	committed	in	the	Syrian	war	and	the	human	rights	lawyers	took	this	on	under	the	principle	of	"universal	jurisdiction".	Universal	Jurisdiction	is	a	concept	in	German	law	that	allows	for	serious	crimes	to	be	tried	in	Germany
even	if	they	did	not	happen	in	the	country.	His	co-defendant	Eyad	al-Gharib,	44,	a	low-level	officer	in	Branch	251	was	also	sentenced	to	4	years	and	6	months	in	prison	on	24	February	2021.	Eyad's	duties	included	the	transport	of	detainees	to	locations	where	they	would	be	tortured	for	days	on	end.	It	was	his	knowledge	of	the	fact	that	torture	was	happening	there	that	landed	him	the	sentence.
[341][342]	Doctors	and	medical	staff	treating	injured	rebel	fighters	and	civilians	in	Aleppo	As	the	conflict	has	expanded	across	Syria,	many	cities	have	been	engulfed	in	a	wave	of	crime	as	fighting	caused	the	disintegration	of	much	of	the	civilian	state,	and	many	police	stations	stopped	functioning.	Rates	of	theft	increased,	with	criminals	looting	houses	and	stores.	Rates	of	kidnappings	increased
as	well.	Rebel	fighters	were	seen	stealing	cars	and,	in	one	instance,	destroying	a	restaurant	in	Aleppo	where	Syrian	soldiers	had	been	seen	eating.[343]	Local	National	Defense	Forces	commanders	often	engaged	"in	war	profiteering	through	protection	rackets,	looting	and	organized	crime".	NDF	members	were	also	implicated	in	"waves	of	murders,	robberies,	thefts,	kidnappings	and	extortions
throughout	government-held	parts	of	Syria	since	the	formation	of	the	organization	in	2013",	as	reported	by	the	Institute	for	the	Study	of	War.[344]	Criminal	networks	have	been	used	by	both	the	government	and	the	opposition	during	the	conflict.	Facing	international	sanctions,	the	Syrian	government	relied	on	criminal	organizations	to	smuggle	goods	and	money	in	and	out	of	the	country.	The
economic	downturn	caused	by	the	conflict	and	sanctions	also	led	to	lower	wages	for	Shabiha	members.	In	response,	some	Shabiha	members	began	stealing	civilian	properties	and	engaging	in	kidnappings.[345]	Rebel	forces	sometimes	rely	on	criminal	networks	to	obtain	weapons	and	supplies.	Black	market	weapon	prices	in	Syria's	neighboring	countries	have	significantly	increased	since	the
start	of	the	conflict.	To	generate	funds	to	purchase	arms,	some	rebel	groups	have	turned	towards	extortion,	theft	and	kidnapping.[345]	Syria	has	become	the	chief	location	for	manufacturing	Captagon,	an	illegal	amphetamine.	Drugs	manufactured	in	Syria	have	found	their	way	across	the	Gulf,	Jordan	and	Europe	but	have	at	times	been	intercepted.	In	January	2022,	a	Jordanian	army	officer	was
shot	and	killed	and	three	army	personnel	injured	after	a	shoot	out	erupted	between	drug	smugglers	and	the	army.	The	Jordanian	army	has	said	that	it	shot	down	a	drone	in	2021	that	was	being	used	to	smuggle	a	substantial	amount	of	drugs	across	the	Jordanian	border.[346]	Further	information:	COVID-19	pandemic	in	Syria	The	World	Health	Organization	has	reported	that	35%	of	the
country's	hospitals	are	out	of	service.	Fighting	makes	it	impossible	to	undertake	the	normal	vaccination	programs.	The	displaced	refugees	may	also	pose	a	disease	risk	to	countries	to	which	they	have	fled.[347]	Four	hundred	thousand	civilians	were	isolated	by	the	Siege	of	Eastern	Ghouta	from	April	2013	to	April	2018,	resulting	in	acutely	malnourished	children	according	to	the	United	Nations
Special	Advisor,	Jan	Egeland,	who	urged	the	parties	for	medical	evacuations.	55,000	civilians	are	also	isolated	in	the	Rukban	refugee	camp	between	Syria	and	Jordan,	where	humanitarian	relief	access	is	difficult	due	to	the	harsh	desert	conditions.	Humanitarian	aid	reaches	the	camp	only	sporadically,	sometimes	taking	three	months	between	shipments.[348][349]	Formerly	rare	infectious
diseases	have	spread	in	rebel-held	areas	brought	on	by	poor	sanitation	and	deteriorating	living	conditions.	The	diseases	have	primarily	affected	children.	These	include	measles,	typhoid,	hepatitis,	dysentery,	tuberculosis,	diphtheria,	whooping	cough	and	the	disfiguring	skin	disease	leishmaniasis.	Of	particular	concern	is	the	contagious	and	crippling	Poliomyelitis.	As	of	late	2013	doctors	and
international	public	health	agencies	have	reported	more	than	90	cases.	Critics	of	the	government	complain	that,	even	before	the	uprising,	it	contributed	to	the	spread	of	disease	by	purposefully	restricting	access	to	vaccination,	sanitation	and	access	to	hygienic	water	in	"areas	considered	politically	unsympathetic".[350]	In	June	2020,	the	United	Nations	reported	that	after	more	than	nine	years
of	war,	Syria	was	falling	into	an	even	deeper	crisis	and	economic	deterioration	as	a	result	of	the	COVID-19	pandemic.	As	of	26	June,	a	total	of	248	people	were	infected	by	COVID-19,	out	of	which	nine	people	died.	Restrictions	on	the	importation	of	medical	supplies,	limited	access	to	essential	equipment,	reduced	outside	support	and	ongoing	attacks	on	medical	facilities	left	Syria's	health
infrastructure	in	peril,	and	unable	to	meet	the	needs	of	its	population.	Syrian	communities	were	additionally	facing	unprecedented	levels	of	hunger	crisis.[351]	In	September	2022,	the	UN	representative	in	Syria	reported	that	several	regions	in	the	country	were	witnessing	a	cholera	outbreak.	UN	Resident	and	Humanitarian	Coordinator	Imran	Riza	called	for	an	urgent	response	to	contain	the
outbreak,	saying	that	it	posed	"a	serious	threat	to	people	in	Syria".	The	outbreak	was	linked	to	the	use	of	contaminated	water	for	growing	crops	and	the	reliance	of	people	on	unsafe	water	sources.[352]	Main	article:	Humanitarian	aid	during	the	Syrian	civil	war	US	aid	to	Syrian	opposition	forces,	May	2013	The	conflict	holds	the	record	for	the	largest	sum	ever	requested	by	UN	agencies	for	a
single	humanitarian	emergency,	$6.5	billion	worth	of	requests	of	December	2013.[353]	The	international	humanitarian	response	to	the	conflict	in	Syria	is	coordinated	by	the	United	Nations	Office	for	the	Coordination	of	Humanitarian	Affairs	(UNOCHA)	in	accordance	with	General	Assembly	Resolution	46/182.[354]	The	primary	framework	for	this	coordination	is	the	Syria	Humanitarian
Assistance	Response	Plan	(SHARP)	which	appealed	for	US$1.41	billion	to	meet	the	humanitarian	needs	of	Syrians	affected	by	the	conflict.[355]	Official	United	Nations	data	on	the	humanitarian	situation	and	response	is	available	at	an	official	website	managed	by	UNOCHA	Syria	(Amman).[356]	UNICEF	is	also	working	alongside	these	organizations	to	provide	vaccinations	and	care	packages	to
those	in	need.	Financial	information	on	the	response	to	the	SHARP	and	assistance	to	refugees	and	for	cross-border	operations	can	be	found	on	UNOCHA's	Financial	Tracking	Service.	As	of	19	September	2015,	the	top	ten	donors	to	Syria	were	United	States,	European	Commission,	United	Kingdom,	Kuwait,	Germany,	Saudi	Arabia,	Canada,	Japan,	UAE	and	Norway.[357]	The	difficulty	of
delivering	humanitarian	aid	to	people	is	indicated	by	the	statistics	for	January	2015:	of	the	estimated	212,000	people	during	that	month	who	were	besieged	by	government	or	opposition	forces,	304	were	reached	with	food.[358]	USAID	and	other	government	agencies	in	US	delivered	nearly	$385	million	of	aid	items	to	Syria	in	2012	and	2013.	The	United	States	has	provided	food	aid,	medical
supplies,	emergency	and	basic	health	care,	shelter	materials,	clean	water,	hygiene	education	and	supplies,	and	other	relief	supplies.[359]	Islamic	Relief	has	stocked	30	hospitals	and	sent	hundreds	of	thousands	of	medical	and	food	parcels.[360]	Other	countries	in	the	region	have	also	contributed	various	levels	of	aid.	Iran	has	been	exporting	between	500	and	800	tonnes	of	flour	daily	to	Syria.
[361]	Israel	supplied	aid	through	Operation	Good	Neighbor,	providing	medical	treatment	to	750	Syrians	in	a	field	hospital	located	in	Golan	Heights	where	rebels	say	that	250	of	their	fighters	were	treated.[362]	Israel	established	two	medical	centers	inside	Syria.	Israel	also	delivered	heating	fuel,	diesel	fuel,	seven	electric	generators,	water	pipes,	educational	materials,	flour	for	bakeries,	baby
food,	diapers,	shoes	and	clothing.	Syrian	refugees	in	Lebanon	make	up	one	quarter	of	Lebanon's	population,	mostly	consisting	of	women	and	children.[363]	In	addition,	Russia	has	said	it	created	six	humanitarian	aid	centers	within	Syria	to	support	3000	refugees	in	2016.[364]	On	9	April	2020,	the	UN	dispatched	51	truckloads	of	humanitarian	aid	to	Idlib.	The	organization	said	that	the	aid
would	be	distributed	among	civilians	stranded	in	the	northwestern	part	of	the	country.[365]	On	30	April	2020,	Human	Rights	Watch	condemned	the	Syrian	authorities	for	their	longstanding	restriction	on	the	entry	of	aid	supplies.[366]	It	also	demanded	the	World	Health	Organization	to	keep	pushing	the	UN	to	allow	medical	aid	and	other	essentials	to	reach	Syria	via	the	Iraq	border	crossing,	to
prevent	the	spread	of	COVID-19	in	the	war-torn	nation.	The	aid	supplies,	if	allowed,	will	allow	the	Syrian	population	to	protect	themselves	from	contracting	the	COVID-19	virus.[367]	As	of	December	2019,	a	diplomatic	dispute	is	occurring	at	the	UN	over	re-authorization	of	cross-border	aid	for	refugees.	China	and	Russia	oppose	the	draft	resolution	that	seeks	to	re-authorize	crossing	points	in
Turkey,	Iraq	and	Jordan;	China	and	Russia,	as	allies	of	Assad,	seek	to	close	the	two	crossing	points	in	Iraq	and	Jordan,	and	to	leave	only	the	two	crossing	points	in	Turkey	active.[368]	The	current	authorization	expired	on	10	January	2020.[369]	All	of	the	ten	individuals	representing	the	non-permanent	members	of	the	Security	Council	stood	in	the	corridor	outside	of	the	chamber	speaking	to	the
press	to	state	that	all	four	crossing	points	are	crucial	and	must	be	renewed.[368]	United	Nations	official	Mark	Lowcock	is	asking	the	UN	to	re-authorize	cross-border	aid	to	enable	aid	to	continue	to	reach	refugees	in	Syria.	He	says	there	is	no	other	way	to	deliver	the	aid	that	is	needed.	He	noted	that	four	million	refugees	out	of	the	over	eleven	million	refugees	who	need	assistance	are	being
reached	through	four	specific	international	crossing	points.	Lowcock	serves	as	the	United	Nations	Under-Secretary-General	for	Humanitarian	Affairs	and	Emergency	Relief	Coordinator	and	the	Head	of	the	United	Nations	Office	for	the	Coordination	of	Humanitarian	Affairs.[370]	Russia,	aided	by	China's	support,	has	vetoed	the	resolution	to	retain	all	four	border	crossings.	An	alternate
resolution	also	did	not	pass.[371][372]	The	US	strongly	criticized	the	vetoes	and	opposition	by	Russia	and	China.[373][374]	China	explained	the	reason	for	veto	is	the	concern	of	"unilateral	coercive	measures"	by	certain	states	causing	humanitarian	suffering	on	the	Syrian	people.	It	views	lifting	all	unilateral	sanctions	respecting	Syrian	sovereignty	and	for	humanitarian	reasons	is	a	must.[375]
Main	articles:	Tourism	in	Syria,	List	of	heritage	sites	damaged	during	the	Syrian	civil	war,	and	Destruction	of	cultural	heritage	by	the	Islamic	State	See	also:	Syrian	civil	war	in	popular	culture	The	Temple	of	Bel	in	Palmyra,	which	was	destroyed	by	ISIL	in	August	2015	As	of	March	2015[update],	the	war	has	affected	290	heritage	sites,	severely	damaged	104,	and	completely	destroyed	24.[needs
update]	Five	of	the	six	UNESCO	World	Heritage	Sites	in	Syria	have	been	damaged.[266]	Destruction	of	antiquities	has	been	caused	by	shelling,	army	entrenchment,	and	looting	at	various	tells,	museums	and	monuments.[376]	A	group	called	Syrian	Archaeological	Heritage	Under	Threat	is	monitoring	and	recording	the	destruction	in	an	attempt	to	create	a	list	of	heritage	sites	damaged	during
the	war	and	to	gain	global	support	for	the	protection	and	preservation	of	Syrian	archaeology	and	architecture.[377]	UNESCO	listed	all	six	Syria's	World	Heritage	Sites	as	endangered	but	direct	assessment	of	damage	is	not	possible.	It	is	known	that	the	Old	City	of	Aleppo	was	heavily	damaged	during	battles	being	fought	within	the	district,	while	Palmyra	and	Krak	des	Chevaliers	suffered	minor
damage.	Illegal	digging	is	said	to	be	a	grave	danger,	and	hundreds	of	Syrian	antiquities,	including	some	from	Palmyra,	appeared	in	Lebanon.	Three	archeological	museums	are	known	to	have	been	looted;	in	Raqqa	some	artifacts	seem	to	have	been	destroyed	by	foreign	Islamists	due	to	religious	objections.[378]	In	2014	and	2015,	following	the	rise	of	the	Islamic	State,	several	sites	in	Syria	were
destroyed	by	the	group	as	part	of	a	deliberate	destruction	of	cultural	heritage	sites.	In	Palmyra,	the	group	destroyed	many	ancient	statues,	the	Temples	of	Baalshamin	and	Bel,	many	tombs	including	the	Tower	of	Elahbel	and	part	of	the	Monumental	Arch.[379]	The	13th-century	Palmyra	Castle	was	extensively	damaged	by	retreating	militants	during	the	Palmyra	offensive	in	March	2016.[380]	IS
also	destroyed	ancient	statues	in	Raqqa,[381]	and	a	number	of	churches,	including	the	Armenian	Genocide	Memorial	Church	in	Deir	ez-Zor.[382]	In	January	2018	Turkish	airstrikes	seriously	damaged	an	ancient	Neo-Hittite	temple	in	Syria's	Kurdish-held	Afrin	region.	It	was	built	by	the	Arameans	in	the	first	millennium	BC.[383]	According	to	a	September	2019	report	published	by	the	Syrian
Network	for	Human	Rights,	more	than	120	Christian	churches	have	been	destroyed	or	damaged	in	Syria	since	2011.[384]	The	war	has	inspired	its	own	particular	artwork,	done	by	Syrians.	A	late	summer	2013	exhibition	in	London	at	the	P21	Gallery	showed	some	of	this	work,	which	had	to	be	smuggled	out	of	Syria.[385]	As	a	result	of	the	war	many	children's	books	have	been	published
surrounding	themes	and	stories	of	Syrian	children	of	war.	Some	examples	of	this	would	be	Tomorrow	by	Nadine	Kaadan,	My	Beautiful	Birds	by	Suzanne	del	Rizzo	and	Nowhere	Boy	by	Katherine	Marsh.[386]	Main	article:	Media	coverage	of	the	Syrian	civil	war	The	Syrian	civil	war	is	one	of	the	most	heavily	documented	wars	in	history,	despite	the	extreme	dangers	that	journalists	face	while	in
Syria.[387]	On	19	August	2014,	American	journalist	James	Foley	was	executed	by	ISIL,	who	said	it	was	in	retaliation	for	the	United	States	operations	in	Iraq.	Foley	was	kidnapped	in	Syria	in	November	2012	by	Shabiha	militia.[388]	ISIL	also	threatened	to	execute	Steven	Sotloff,	who	was	kidnapped	at	the	Syrian–Turkish	border	in	August	2013.[389]	There	were	reports	ISIS	captured	a	Japanese
national,	two	Italian	nationals,	and	a	Danish	national	as	well.[390]	Sotloff	was	later	executed	in	September	2014.	At	least	70	journalists	have	been	killed	covering	the	Syrian	war,	and	more	than	80	kidnapped,	according	to	the	Committee	to	Protect	Journalists.[391]	On	22	August	2014,	the	al-Nusra	Front	released	a	video	of	captured	Lebanese	soldiers	and	demanded	Hezbollah	withdraw	from
Syria	under	threat	of	their	execution.[392]	Main	article:	International	reactions	to	the	Syrian	civil	war	See	also:	Vetoed	United	Nations	Security	Council	resolutions	on	Syria	Esther	Brimmer	(US)	speaks	at	a	United	Nations	Human	Rights	Council	urgent	debate	on	Syria,	February	2012	During	the	early	period	of	the	civil	war,	The	Arab	League,	European	Union,	the	United	Nations[393]	and
many	Western	governments	quickly	condemned	the	Syrian	government's	violent	response	to	the	protests,	and	expressed	support	for	the	protesters'	right	to	exercise	free	speech.[394]	Initially,	many	Middle	Eastern	governments	expressed	support	for	Assad,	but	as	the	death	toll	mounted,	they	switched	to	a	more	balanced	approach	by	criticizing	violence	from	both	government	and	protesters.
Both	the	Arab	League	and	the	Organisation	of	Islamic	Cooperation	suspended	Syria's	membership.	Russia	and	China	vetoed	Western-drafted	United	Nations	Security	Council	resolutions	in	2011	and	2012,	which	would	have	threatened	the	Syrian	government	with	targeted	sanctions	if	it	continued	military	actions	against	protestors.[395]	See	also:	Caesar	Syria	Civilian	Protection	Act	and	Syria–
United	States	relations	§	Economic	sanctions	The	US	Congress	has	enacted	punitive	sanctions	on	the	Syrian	government	for	its	actions	during	the	Civil	War.	These	sanctions	would	penalize	any	entities	lending	support	to	the	Syrian	government,	and	any	companies	operating	in	Syria.[396][397][398][399]	US	President	Donald	Trump	tried	to	protect	the	Turkish	President	Erdogan	from	the
effects	of	such	sanctions.[400]	Some	activists	welcomed	this	legislation.[401]	Some	critics	contend	that	these	punitive	sanctions	are	likely	to	backfire	or	have	unintended	consequences;	they	argue	that	ordinary	Syrian	people	will	have	fewer	economic	resources	due	to	these	sanctions	(and	will	thus	need	to	rely	more	the	Syrian	government	and	its	economic	allies	and	projects),	while	the
sanctions'	impact	on	ruling	political	elites	will	be	limited.[396][402][403]	Mohammad	al-Abdallah,	executive	director	of	Syria	Justice	and	Accountability	Center	(SJAC),	said	that	the	sanctions	will	likely	hurt	ordinary	Syrian	people,	saying,	"it	is	an	almost	unsolvable	unfeasible	equation.	If	they	are	imposed,	they	will	indirectly	harm	the	Syrian	people,	and	if	they	are	lifted,	they	will	indirectly
revive	the	Syrian	regime;"	he	attributed	the	sanctions	to	"political	considerations,	as	the	United	States	does	not	have	weapons	and	tools	in	the	Syrian	file,	and	sanctions	are	its	only	means."[404]	Peter	Ford,	the	former	UK	Ambassador	to	Syria,	said	"...going	forward,	we're	seeing	more	economic	warfare.	It	seems	that	the	US,	having	failed	to	change	the	regime	in	Syria	by	military	force	or	by
proxies,	is	tightening	the	economic	screws	and	the	main	reason	why	the	US	is	keeping	hold	of	the	production	facilities	in	eastern	Syria.	So,	the	economic	situation	is	becoming	more	and	more	serious	and	dire	in	Syria	and	it's	a	major	reason	why	refugees	are	not	going	back."[citation	needed]	In	June,	US	Secretary	of	State	Mike	Pompeo	announced	new	economic	sanctions	on	Syria	targeting
foreign	business	relations	with	the	Syrian	government.	Under	the	Caesar	Act,	the	latest	sanctions	were	to	be	imposed	on	39	individuals	and	entities,	including	Asma	al-Assad,	wife	of	Syrian	President	Bashar	al-Assad.[405]	On	17	June	2020,	James	F.	Jeffrey,	Special	Representative	for	Syria	Engagement,	signalled	that	the	UAE	could	be	hit	with	sanctions	under	the	Caesar	Act	if	it	pushed	ahead
with	normalisation	efforts	with	the	Syrian	regime.[406]	Main	articles:	Syrian	civil	war	ceasefires	and	Safe	Zone	(Syria)	Syria	peace	talks	in	Vienna,	30	October	2015	During	the	course	of	the	war,	there	have	been	several	international	peace	initiatives,	undertaken	by	the	Arab	League,	the	United	Nations	and	other	actors.[407]	The	Syrian	government	has	refused	efforts	to	negotiate	with	what	it
describes	as	armed	terrorist	groups.[408]	On	1	February	2016,	the	UN	announced	the	formal	start	of	the	UN-mediated	Geneva	Syria	peace	talks[409]	that	had	been	agreed	on	by	the	International	Syria	Support	Group	(ISSG)	in	Vienna.	On	3	February	2016,	the	UN	Syria	peace	mediator	suspended	the	talks.[410]	On	14	March	2016,	Geneva	peace	talks	resumed.	The	Syrian	government	stated
that	discussion	of	Bashar-al-Assad's	presidency	"is	a	red	line",	however	Syria's	President	Bashar	al-Assad	said	he	hoped	peace	talks	in	Geneva	would	lead	to	concrete	results,	and	stressed	the	need	for	a	political	process	in	Syria.[411]	A	new	round	of	talks	between	the	Syrian	government	and	some	groups	of	Syrian	rebels	concluded	on	24	January	2017	in	Astana,	Kazakhstan,	with	Russia,	Iran
and	Turkey	supporting	the	ceasefire	agreement	brokered	in	late	December	2016.[412]	The	Astana	Process	talks	was	billed	by	a	Russian	official	as	a	complement	to,	rather	than	replacement,	of	the	United	Nations-led	Geneva	Process	talks.[412]	On	4	May	2017,	at	the	fourth	round	of	the	Astana	talks,	representatives	of	Russia,	Iran	and	Turkey	signed	a	memorandum	whereby	four	"de-escalation
zones"	in	Syria	would	be	established,	effective	of	6	May	2017.[413][414]	On	18	September	2019,	Russia	stated	the	United	States	and	Syrian	rebels	were	obstructing	the	evacuation	process	of	a	refugee	camp	in	southern	Syria.[415]	On	28	September	2019,	Syria's	top	diplomat	demanded	the	foreign	forces,	including	that	of	US	and	Turkey,	to	immediately	leave	the	country,	saying	that	the	Syrian
government	holds	the	right	to	protect	its	territory	in	all	possible	ways	if	they	remain.[416]	President	RT	Erdogan	said	Turkey	was	left	with	no	choice	other	than	going	its	own	way	on	the	Syria	'safe	zone'	after	a	deadline	to	co-jointly	establish	a	"safe	zone"	with	the	US	in	northern	Syria	expired	in	September.[417]	The	US	indicated	it	would	withdraw	its	forces	from	northern	Syria	after	Turkey
warned	of	incursion	in	the	region	that	could	instigate	fighting	with	American-backed	Kurds.[418]	See	also:	Northern	Syria	Buffer	Zone,	Second	Northern	Syria	Buffer	Zone,	and	2019	Turkish	offensive	into	north-eastern	Syria	In	October	2019,	in	response	to	the	Turkish	offensive,	Russia	arranged	for	negotiations	between	the	Syrian	government	and	the	Kurdish-led	forces.[419]	Russia	also
negotiated	a	renewal	of	a	cease-fire	between	Kurds	and	Turkey	that	was	about	to	expire.[420]	Russia	and	Turkey	agreed	via	the	Sochi	Agreement	of	2019	to	set	up	a	Second	Northern	Syria	Buffer	Zone.	Syrian	President	Assad	expressed	full	support	for	the	deal,	as	various	terms	of	the	agreement	also	applied	to	the	Syrian	government.[421][422]	The	SDF	stated	that	they	considered	themselves
as	"Syrian	and	a	part	of	Syria",	adding	that	they	would	agree	to	work	with	the	Syrian	Government.[423]	The	SDF	officially	announced	their	support	for	the	deal	on	27	October.[205][424][425]	The	agreement	reportedly	included	the	following	terms:[421][426][427][428][429][430]	A	buffer	zone	would	be	established	in	northern	Syria.	The	zone	would	be	around	30	kilometres	(19	mi)	deep,[m]
stretching	from	Euphrates	River	to	Tall	Abyad	and	from	Ras	al-Ayn	to	the	Iraq-Syria	border,	but	excluding	the	town	of	Qamishli,	the	Kurds'	de	facto	capital.[431]	The	buffer	zone	would	be	controlled	jointly	by	the	Syrian	Army	and	Russian	Military	Police.	All	YPG	forces,	which	constitute	the	majority	of	the	SDF,	must	withdraw	from	the	buffer	zone	entirely,	along	with	their	weapons,	within	150
hours	from	the	announcement	of	the	deal.	Their	withdrawal	would	be	overseen	by	Russian	Military	Police	and	the	Syrian	Border	Guards,	which	would	then	enter	the	zone.	Main	article:	Syrian	Constitutional	Committee	In	late	2019,	a	new	Syrian	Constitutional	Committee	began	operating	in	order	to	discuss	a	new	settlement	and	to	draft	a	new	constitution	for	Syria.[432][433]	This	committee
comprises	about	150	members.	It	includes	representatives	of	the	Syrian	government,	opposition	groups	and	countries	serving	as	guarantors	of	the	process,	such	as	Russia.	However,	this	committee	has	faced	strong	opposition	from	the	Assad	government.	Fifty	of	the	committee	members	represent	the	government,	and	50	members	represent	the	opposition.[433]	Until	the	Assad	government
agrees	to	participate,	it	is	unclear	whether	the	third	round	of	talks	will	proceed	on	a	firm	schedule.[433]	In	December	2019,	the	EU	held	an	international	conference	which	condemned	any	suppression	of	the	Kurds,	and	called	for	the	self-declared	Autonomous	Administration	in	Rojava	to	be	preserved	and	to	be	reflected	in	any	new	Syrian	Constitution.	The	Kurds	are	concerned	that	the
independence	of	their	declared	Autonomous	Administration	of	North	and	East	Syria	(AANES)	in	Rojava	might	be	severely	curtailed.[434]	Rojava	officials	condemned	the	fact	that	they	were	excluded	from	the	peace	talks	and	stated	that	"having	a	couple	of	Kurds"	in	the	committee	did	not	mean	that	the	Syrian	Kurds	were	properly	represented	in	it.[435]	The	co-chair	of	the	Syrian	Democratic
Council	accused	Turkey	of	vetoing	the	representation	of	Syrian	Kurds	within	the	committee.[436]	The	Kurdish	administration	also	organized	demonstrations	in	front	of	the	UN	office	in	Qamishli	to	protest	their	exclusion	from	the	committee.[437]	See	also:	Saudi	Arabia–Syria	relations	On	13	April	2023,	Syrian	Foreign	Minister	Faisal	Mekdad	arrived	in	Jeddah	to	meet	Saudi	foreign	minister,
Prince	Faisal	bin	Farhan.	After	frayed	relations	during	the	Syrian	civil	war,	both	nations	now	seek	"a	political	solution	to	the	Syrian	crisis	that	preserves	the	unity,	security	and	stability	of	Syria",	according	to	the	Saudi	foreign	ministry.	The	high	level	talks	are	"facilitating	the	return	of	Syrian	refugees	to	their	homeland,	and	securing	humanitarian	access	to	the	affected	areas	in	Syria".	Al-Assad
previously	visited	the	UAE,	Oman	as	well	as	Saudi	Arabia.	The	discussion	also	included	the	possible	resumption	of	consular	services	between	the	two	countries.	This	is	the	first	visit	to	Saudi	Arabia	by	a	Syrian	foreign	minister	since	the	onset	of	the	civil	war	in	2011.	The	same	week	all	foreign	ministers	of	the	Arab	League	would	meet	again	to	discuss	the	return	of	Syria	to	the	regional
organisation.[438][439]	Great	Mosque	of	Aleppo	in	2013,	after	destruction	of	the	minaret.Most	of	Raqqa	suffered	extensive	damage	during	the	Second	Battle	of	Raqqa	United	Nations	authorities	have	estimated	that	the	war	in	Syria	has	caused	destruction	amounting	to	about	$400	billion.[440]	The	SNHR	reported	in	2017	that	the	war	has	rendered	around	39%	of	Syrian	mosques	unserviceable
for	worship.	More	than	13,500	mosques	were	destroyed	in	Syria	between	2011	and	2017.	Around	1,400	were	dismantled	by	2013,	while	13,000	mosques	were	demolished	between	2013	and	2017.[441]	According	to	a	Syrian	war	monitor,	over	120	churches	have	been	damaged	or	demolished	by	during	the	course	of	Syrian	war	since	2011,	60%	of	which	attacks	were	perpetrated	by	pro-Assad
forces.[442]	During	the	course	of	the	war,	Syrian	President	Bashar	Al-Assad	said	that	Syria	would	be	able	to	rebuild	the	war-torn	country	on	its	own.	As	of	July	2018[update],	the	reconstruction	is	estimated	to	cost	a	minimum	of	US$400	billion.	Assad	said	he	would	be	able	to	loan	this	money	from	friendly	countries,	Syrian	diaspora	and	the	state	treasury.[443]	Iran	has	expressed	interest	in
helping	rebuild	Syria.[444]	One	year	later	this	seemed	to	be	materializing,	Iran	and	the	Syrian	government	signed	a	deal	where	Iran	would	help	rebuild	the	Syrian	energy	grid,	which	has	taken	damage	to	50%	of	the	grid.[445]	International	donors	have	been	suggested	as	one	financier	of	the	reconstruction.[446]	As	of	November	2018[update],	reports	emerged	that	rebuilding	efforts	had
already	started.	It	was	reported	that	the	biggest	issue	facing	the	rebuilding	process	is	the	lack	of	building	material	and	a	need	to	make	sure	the	resources	that	do	exist	are	managed	efficiently.	The	rebuilding	effort	have	so	far	remained	at	a	limited	capacity	and	has	often	been	focused	on	certain	areas	of	a	city,	thus	ignoring	other	areas	inhabited	by	disadvantaged	people.[447]	Various	efforts
are	proceeding	to	rebuild	infrastructure	in	Syria.	Russia	says	it	will	spend	$500	million	to	modernize	Syria's	port	of	Tartus.	Russia	also	said	it	will	build	a	railway	to	link	Syria	with	the	Persian	Gulf.[448][449]	Russia	will	also	contribute	to	recovery	efforts	by	the	UN.[450]	Syria	awarded	oil	exploration	contracts	to	two	Russian	firms.[451]	Syria	announced	it	is	in	serious	dialogue	with	China	to
join	China's	"Belt	and	Road	Initiative"	designed	to	foster	investment	in	infrastructure	in	over	one-hundred	developing	nations	worldwide.[452][453]	On	Wednesday	12	January	2022,	China	and	Syria	signed	a	memorandum	of	understanding	in	Damascus.	The	memorandum	was	signed	by	Fadi	al-Khalil,	the	Head	of	Planning	and	International	Cooperation	Commission	for	the	Syrian	Side	and	Feng
Biao,	the	Chinese	ambassador	in	Damascus	for	the	Chinese	side.	The	memorandum	sees	Syria	join	the	initiative	whose	aim	is	to	help	expand	cooperation	with	China	and	other	partner	countries	in	areas	such	as	trade,	technology,	capital,	human	movement	and	cultural	exchange.	Among	other	things,	it	aims	to	define	the	future	of	this	cooperation	with	partner	states.[454]	Part	of	a	series	onthe
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approval,[455]	Mohammad	Ghazi	al-Jalali,	the	outgoing	prime	minister	and	last	head	of	government	of	the	Ba'athist	regime,	agreed	to	lead	the	transitional	government	in	a	caretaking	capacity.[456]	He	then	transferred	power	to	Mohammed	al-Bashir,	prime	minister	of	the	Syrian	Salvation	Government	(SSG),	two	days	later.[457]	On	10	December,	the	transitional	administration	announced	that
it	would	remain	in	place	until	1	March	2025[needs	update],	with	all	ministers	from	the	SSG	taking	up	their	same	posts	in	the	new	provisional	government.[458]	A	few	days	prior	to	the	fall	of	the	Assad	regime,	the	Syrian	American	Council	(SAC)	successfully	lobbied	for	the	Caesar	Act	sanctions	to	be	renewed	via	the	US	National	Defense	Authorization	Act	2025	(NDAA	2025).	However,	after	the
fall	of	Assad	on	8	December	2024	and	establishment	of	the	Syrian	caretaker	government,	the	SAC	failed	to	have	the	sanctions	clause	removed	from	the	bill	in	time.[459]	On	23	December,	the	Biden	administration	signed	NDAA	2025	into	law,[460]	renewing	the	sanctions	for	another	five	years,	with	Reason	magazine	labeling	the	sanctions	"a	serious	obstacle	to	Syria's	reconstruction"	post-
Assad.[461]	On	29	January	2025,	Syrian	de	facto	leader	Ahmed	al-Sharaa	was	appointed	President	of	Syria	by	the	Syrian	General	Command	for	the	transitional	period	and	held	the	Syrian	Revolution	Victory	Conference.[462]	In	his	first	address	as	president,	al-Sharaa	said	that	he	would	hold	a	"national	dialogue	conference"	and	issue	a	"constitutional	declaration"	to	serve	as	a	"legal	reference"



during	the	political	transition	following	the	dissolution	of	the	2012	Constitution	of	Ba'athist	Syria.[463][464]	Al-Sharaa	promised	to	go	after	war	criminals	belonging	to	the	former	regime.[465][466]	Kurdish-led	Syrian	Democratic	Forces	(SDF)	leader	Mazloum	Abdi	congratulated	al-Sharaa	on	assuming	the	Syrian	presidency	and	invited	him	to	visit	northeast	Syria.	The	SDF	agreed	to	integrate
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