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Ability	to	think	about	and	use	concepts	to	deal	adequately	with	a	subject	This	article	is	about	the	psychological	process.	For	other	uses,	see	Understanding	(disambiguation).	"Understand"	redirects	here.	For	other	uses,	see	Understand	(disambiguation).	Understanding	is	a	cognitive	process	related	to	an	abstract	or	physical	object,	such	as	a	person,	situation,	or	message
whereby	one	is	able	to	use	concepts	to	model	that	object.	Understanding	is	a	relation	between	the	knower	and	an	object	of	understanding.	Understanding	implies	abilities	and	dispositions	with	respect	to	an	object	of	knowledge	that	are	sufficient	to	support	intelligent	behavior.[1]	Understanding	is	often,	though	not	always,	related	to	learning	concepts,	and	sometimes	also
the	theory	or	theories	associated	with	those	concepts.	However,	a	person	may	have	a	good	ability	to	predict	the	behavior	of	an	object,	animal	or	system—and	therefore	may,	in	some	sense,	understand	it—without	necessarily	being	familiar	with	the	concepts	or	theories	associated	with	that	object,	animal,	or	system	in	their	culture.	They	may	have	developed	their	own	distinct
concepts	and	theories,	which	may	be	equivalent,	better	or	worse	than	the	recognized	standard	concepts	and	theories	of	their	culture.	Thus,	understanding	is	correlated	with	the	ability	to	make	inferences.	Understanding	and	knowledge	are	both	words	without	unified	definitions.[2][3]	Ludwig	Wittgenstein	looked	past	a	definition	of	knowledge	or	understanding	and	looked
at	how	the	words	were	used	in	natural	language,	identifying	relevant	features	in	context.[4]	It	has	been	suggested	that	knowledge	alone	has	little	value	whereas	knowing	something	in	context	is	understanding,[5]	which	has	much	higher	relative	value	but	it	has	also	been	suggested	that	a	state	short	of	knowledge	can	be	termed	understanding.[6][7]	Someone's
understanding	can	come	from	perceived	causes	[8]	or	non	causal	sources,[9]	suggesting	knowledge	being	a	pillar	of	where	understanding	comes	from.[10]	We	can	have	understanding	while	lacking	corresponding	knowledge	and	have	knowledge	while	lacking	the	corresponding	understanding.[11]	Even	with	knowledge,	relevant	distinctions	or	correct	conclusion	about
similar	cases	may	not	be	made,[12][13]	suggesting	more	information	about	the	context	would	be	required,	which	alludes	to	different	degrees	of	understanding	depending	on	the	context.[10]	To	understand	something	implies	abilities	and	dispositions	with	respect	to	an	object	of	knowledge	that	are	sufficient	to	support	intelligent	behavior.[14]	Understanding	could	therefore
be	less	demanding	than	knowledge,	because	it	seems	that	someone	can	have	understanding	of	a	subject	even	though	they	might	have	been	mistaken	about	that	subject.	But	it	is	more	demanding	in	that	it	requires	that	the	internal	connections	among	ones'	beliefs	actually	be	"seen"	or	"grasped"	by	the	person	doing	the	understanding	when	found	at	a	deeper	level.[10]
Explanatory	realism	and	the	propositional	model	suggests	understanding	comes	from	causal	propositions	[15]	but,	it	has	been	argued	that	knowing	how	the	cause	might	bring	an	effect	is	understanding.[16]	As	understanding	is	not	directed	towards	a	discrete	proposition,	but	involves	grasping	relations	of	parts	to	other	parts	and	perhaps	the	relations	of	part	to	wholes.[17]
The	relationships	grasped	help	understanding,	but	the	relationships	are	not	always	causal.[18]	So	understanding	could	therefore	be	expressed	by	knowledge	of	dependencies.[16]	Gregory	Chaitin	propounds	a	view	that	comprehension	is	a	kind	of	data	compression.[19]	In	his	2006	essay	"The	Limits	of	Reason",	he	argues	that	understanding	something	means	being	able	to
figure	out	a	simple	set	of	rules	that	explains	it.	For	example,	we	understand	why	day	and	night	exist	because	we	have	a	simple	model—the	rotation	of	the	earth—that	explains	a	tremendous	amount	of	data—changes	in	brightness,	temperature,	and	atmospheric	composition	of	the	earth.	We	have	compressed	a	large	amount	of	information	by	using	a	simple	model	that
predicts	it.	Similarly,	we	understand	the	number	0.33333...	by	thinking	of	it	as	one-third.	The	first	way	of	representing	the	number	requires	five	concepts	("0",	"decimal	point",	"3",	"infinity",	"infinity	of	3");	but	the	second	way	can	produce	all	the	data	of	the	first	representation,	but	uses	only	three	concepts	("1",	"division",	"3").	Chaitin	argues	that	comprehension	is	this
ability	to	compress	data.	This	perspective	on	comprehension	forms	the	foundation	of	some	models	of	intelligent	agents,	as	in	Nello	Cristianini's	book	"The	Shortcut",	where	it	is	used	to	explain	that	machines	can	understand	the	world	in	fundamentally	non-human	ways.[20]	^	Bereiter,	Carl.	"Education	and	mind	in	the	Knowledge	Age".	Archived	from	the	original	on	2006-02-
25.	^	Zagzebski,	Linda	(2017),	"What	is	Knowledge?",	The	Blackwell	Guide	to	Epistemology,	John	Wiley	&	Sons,	Ltd,	pp.	92–116,	doi:10.1002/9781405164863.ch3,	ISBN	978-1-4051-6486-3,	S2CID	158886670,	retrieved	2021-11-28	^	Târziu,	Gabriel	(2021-04-01).	"How	Do	We	Obtain	Understanding	with	the	Help	of	Explanations?".	Axiomathes.	31	(2):	173–197.
doi:10.1007/s10516-020-09488-6.	ISSN	1572-8390.	S2CID	218947045.	^	Ludwig	Wittgenstein,	On	Certainty,	remark	42	^	Pritchard,	Duncan	(2008-08-12).	"Knowing	the	Answer,	Understanding	and	Epistemic	Value".	Grazer	Philosophische	Studien.	77	(1):	325–339.	doi:10.1163/18756735-90000852.	hdl:20.500.11820/522fbeba-15b2-46d0-8019-4647e795642c.	ISSN	1875-
6735.	^	Kvanvig,	Jonathan	L.	(2003-08-21).	The	Value	of	Knowledge	and	the	Pursuit	of	Understanding.	Cambridge	University	Press.	ISBN	978-1-139-44228-2.	^	Elgin,	Catherine	Z.	(2017-09-29).	True	Enough.	MIT	Press.	ISBN	978-0-262-03653-5.	^	Lipton,	Peter	(2003-10-04).	Inference	to	the	Best	Explanation.	Routledge.	ISBN	978-1-134-54827-9.	^	Kitcher,	Philip	(1985-
11-01).	"Two	Approaches	to	Explanation".	The	Journal	of	Philosophy.	82	(11):	632–639.	doi:10.2307/2026419.	JSTOR	2026419.	^	a	b	c	Grimm,	Stephen	R.	(2014),	Fairweather,	Abrol	(ed.),	"Understanding	as	Knowledge	of	Causes",	Virtue	Epistemology	Naturalized:	Bridges	Between	Virtue	Epistemology	and	Philosophy	of	Science,	Synthese	Library,	vol.	366,	Cham:	Springer
International	Publishing,	pp.	329–345,	doi:10.1007/978-3-319-04672-3_19,	ISBN	978-3-319-04672-3	^	Pritchard,	Duncan	(2009).	"Knowledge,	Understanding	and	Epistemic	Value".	Royal	Institute	of	Philosophy	Supplements.	64:	19–43.	doi:10.1017/S1358246109000046.	hdl:20.500.11820/0ef91ebb-b9f0-44e9-88d6-08afe5e96cc0.	ISSN	1755-3555.	S2CID	170647127.	^	Hills,
Alison	(2009-10-01).	"Moral	Testimony	and	Moral	Epistemology".	Ethics.	120	(1):	94–127.	doi:10.1086/648610.	ISSN	0014-1704.	S2CID	144361023.	^	Hills,	Alison	(2010-04-29).	The	Beloved	Self:	Morality	and	the	Challenge	from	Egoism.	Oxford	University	Press.	ISBN	978-0-19-921330-6.	^	Bereiter,	Carl	(2005-04-11).	Education	and	Mind	in	the	Knowledge	Age.	Routledge.
ISBN	978-1-135-64479-6.	^	Kim,	Jaegwon	(1994).	"Explanatory	Knowledge	and	Metaphysical	Dependence".	Philosophical	Issues.	5:	51–69.	doi:10.2307/1522873.	ISSN	1533-6077.	JSTOR	1522873.	^	a	b	Grimm,	Stephen	R.	(2014),	Fairweather,	Abrol	(ed.),	"Understanding	as	Knowledge	of	Causes",	Virtue	Epistemology	Naturalized:	Bridges	Between	Virtue	Epistemology	and
Philosophy	of	Science,	Synthese	Library,	vol.	366,	Cham:	Springer	International	Publishing,	pp.	329–345,	doi:10.1007/978-3-319-04672-3_19,	ISBN	978-3-319-04672-3	^	Zagzebski,	Linda	(2008-07-08).	On	Epistemology.	Cengage	Learning.	ISBN	978-0-534-25234-2.	^	Ruben,	David-Hillel;	Ruben,	Director	of	New	York	University	in	London	and	Professor	of	Philosophy	at	the
School	of	Oriental	and	African	Studies	David-Hillel	(2003).	Action	and	Its	Explanation.	Clarendon	Press.	ISBN	978-0-19-823588-0.	^	Chaitin,	Gregory	(2006),	"The	Limits	Of	Reason"	(PDF),	Scientific	American,	294	(3):	74–81,	Bibcode:2006SciAm.294c..74C,	doi:10.1038/scientificamerican0306-74,	PMID	16502614,	archived	from	the	original	(PDF)	on	2016-03-04	^
Cristianini,	Nello	(2023).	The	shortcut:	why	intelligent	machines	do	not	think	like	us.	Boca	Raton:	CRC	Press.	ISBN	978-1-003-33581-8.	OCLC	1352480147.	Wikiquote	has	quotations	related	to	Understanding.	Look	up	understanding	in	Wiktionary,	the	free	dictionary.	Understanding	at	PhilPapers	Fieser,	James;	Dowden,	Bradley	(eds.).	"Understanding	in	Epistemology".
Internet	Encyclopedia	of	Philosophy.	ISSN	2161-0002.	OCLC	37741658.	Retrieved	from	"	noun	(8)adjective	(1)View	synonyms	for	understandingmental	process	of	a	person	who	comprehends;	comprehension;	personal	interpretation.My	understanding	of	the	word	does	not	agree	with	yours.intellectual	faculties;	intelligence;	mind.superior	power	of	discernment;	enlightened
intelligence.With	her	keen	understanding	she	should	have	become	a	leader.knowledge	of	or	familiarity	with	a	particular	thing;	skill	in	dealing	with	or	handling	something.an	understanding	of	accounting	practice.a	state	of	cooperative	or	mutually	tolerant	relations	between	people.To	him,	understanding	and	goodwill	were	the	supreme	virtues.a	mutual	agreement,	especially
of	a	private,	unannounced,	or	tacit	kind.They	had	an	understanding	about	who	would	do	the	dishes.an	agreement	regulating	joint	activity	or	settling	differences,	often	informal	or	preliminary	in	character.After	hours	of	negotiation,	no	understanding	on	a	new	contract	was	reached.Philosophy.the	power	of	abstract	thought;	logical	power.Kantianism.,		the	mental	faculty
resolving	the	sensory	manifold	into	the	transcendental	unity	of	apperception.characterized	by	understanding;	prompted	by,	based	on,	or	demonstrating	comprehension,	intelligence,	discernment,	empathy,	or	the	like.an	understanding	attitude.the	ability	to	learn,	judge,	make	decisions,	etc;	intelligence	or	sensepersonal	opinion	or	interpretation	of	a	subjectmy	understanding
of	your	predicamenta	mutual	agreement	or	compact,	esp	an	informal	or	private	onean	unofficial	engagement	to	be	marriedarchaic,		philosophy	the	mind,	esp	the	faculty	of	reasonwith	the	condition	that;	providing“Collins	English	Dictionary	—	Complete	&	Unabridged”	2012	Digital	Edition	©	William	Collins	Sons	&	Co.	Ltd.	1979,	1986	©	HarperCollins	Publishers	1998,
2000,	2003,	2005,	2006,	2007,	2009,	2012sympathetic,	tolerant,	or	wise	towards	peoplepossessing	judgment	and	intelligence“Collins	English	Dictionary	—	Complete	&	Unabridged”	2012	Digital	Edition	©	William	Collins	Sons	&	Co.	Ltd.	1979,	1986	©	HarperCollins	Publishers	1998,	2000,	2003,	2005,	2006,	2007,	2009,	2012understandingly	adverbnonunderstanding
adjectivenonunderstandingly	adverbself-understanding	nounExamples	are	provided	to	illustrate	real-world	usage	of	words	in	context.	Any	opinions	expressed	do	not	reflect	the	views	of	Dictionary.com.Their	ability	to	survive	and	spread	in	the	aftermath	of	the	dinosaur	extinction	makes	them	a	key	group	for	understanding	how	reptiles	adapted	during	a	period	of	dramatic
environmental	change.Read	more	on	Science	DailyEast	Riding	of	Yorkshire	Council	said	the	course	was	designed	to	help	residents	gain	a	better	understanding	of	their	finances	and	the	support	available	to	improve	financial	literacy.This	has	raised	new	scientific	interest	in	understanding	whether	certain	nutrients	might	influence	the	body's	defense	system.Read	more	on
Science	DailyWhile	interactions	were	limited	for	health	reasons,	this	partnership	ensured	that	the	research	reflected	community	priorities	and	contributed	to	a	fuller	understanding	of	the	living	heritage	of	the	region.Read	more	on	Science	Daily"The	learnings	from	this	will	help	us	work	out	the	countermeasures	to	be	adopted	to	protect	satellites	in	near	space.	They	will	also
help	us	gain	a	better	understanding	of	near-Earth	space,"	he	adds.understandableunderstateBrowse#aabbccddeeffgghhiijjkkllmmnnooppqqrrssttuuvvwwxxyyzzAboutCareersContact	usCookies,	terms,	&	privacyHelpFollow	usGet	the	Word	of	the	Day	every	day!©	2025	Dictionary.com,	LLC	Also	found	in:	Thesaurus,	Medical,	Legal,	Financial,	Idioms,	Encyclopedia,	Wikipedia.
	(ŭn′dər-stăn′dĭng)n.1.	a.	The	ability	by	which	one	understands;	intelligence:	concepts	that	are	beyond	the	understanding	of	a	child.b.	The	quality	or	condition	of	one	who	understands;	comprehension:	Do	you	have	much	understanding	of	calculus?	See	Synonyms	at	reason.2.	Individual	or	specified	judgment	or	outlook;	opinion:	In	my	understanding,	this	is	a	good	plan.3.	A
usually	implicit	agreement	between	two	or	more	people	or	groups:	an	understanding	between	neighbors	over	late-night	noise.4.	A	disposition	to	appreciate	or	share	the	feelings	and	thoughts	of	others;	sympathy:	Can't	you	show	some	understanding	for	the	poor	child?adj.	Characterized	by	or	having	good	sense	or	compassion:	an	understanding	teacher.American	Heritage®
Dictionary	of	the	English	Language,	Fifth	Edition.	Copyright	©	2016	by	Houghton	Mifflin	Harcourt	Publishing	Company.	Published	by	Houghton	Mifflin	Harcourt	Publishing	Company.	All	rights	reserved.	(ˌʌndəˈstændɪŋ)	n1.	the	ability	to	learn,	judge,	make	decisions,	etc;	intelligence	or	sense2.	personal	opinion	or	interpretation	of	a	subject:	my	understanding	of	your
predicament.	3.	a	mutual	agreement	or	compact,	esp	an	informal	or	private	one4.	chiefly	Brit	an	unofficial	engagement	to	be	married5.	(Philosophy)	philosophy	archaic	the	mind,	esp	the	faculty	of	reason6.	on	the	understanding	that	with	the	condition	that;	providingadj7.	sympathetic,	tolerant,	or	wise	towards	people8.	possessing	judgment	and	intelligenceCollins	English
Dictionary	–	Complete	and	Unabridged,	12th	Edition	2014	©	HarperCollins	Publishers	1991,	1994,	1998,	2000,	2003,	2006,	2007,	2009,	2011,	2014	(ˌʌn	dərˈstæn	dɪŋ)	n.	1.	the	mental	process	of	a	person	who	understands;	comprehension;	personal	interpretation.	2.	intellectual	faculties;	intelligence.	3.	knowledge	of	or	familiarity	with	a	particular	thing.	4.	a	state	of
cooperation	between	people,	nations,	factions,	etc.	adj.	6.	characterized	by	comprehension,	empathy,	or	the	like.	Random	House	Kernerman	Webster's	College	Dictionary,	©	2010	K	Dictionaries	Ltd.	Copyright	2005,	1997,	1991	by	Random	House,	Inc.	All	rights	reserved.See	also	knowledge;	learning;	perception;	philosophy;	thinking.	an	impaired	state	of	the	power	of
speech	or	of	the	ability	to	comprehend	language,	caused	by	injury	to	the	brain.the	power	of	entering	into	another’s	personality	and	imaginatively	experiencing	his	feelings.	—	empathie,	adj.an	additional	explanation;	the	use	of	more	words	to	clarify	further.	—	epexegetic,	epexegetical,	adj.the	science	of	intuition	and	reason	as	phenomena	of	the	mind.	—	noological,	adj.-
Ologies	&	-Isms.	Copyright	2008	The	Gale	Group,	Inc.	All	rights	reserved.	–	understanding1.	'comprehension'Both	comprehension	and	understanding	can	be	used	to	talk	about	someone's	ability	to	understand	something.He	noted	Bond's	apparent	lack	of	comprehension.The	problems	of	solar	navigation	seem	beyond	comprehension.A	very	narrow	subject	would	have	become
too	highly	technical	for	general	understanding.2.	'understanding'If	you	have	an	understanding	of	something,	you	have	some	knowledge	of	it,	or	you	know	how	it	works	or	what	it	means.The	past	decade	has	seen	huge	advances	in	our	general	understanding	of	how	the	ear	works.The	job	requires	an	understanding	of	Spanish.You	cannot	use	comprehension	with	this
meaning.Understanding	has	another	meaning.	If	there	is	understanding	between	people,	they	are	friendly	towards	each	other	and	trust	each	other.What	we	need	is	greater	understanding	between	management	and	workers.Collins	COBUILD	English	Usage	©	HarperCollins	Publishers	1992,	2004,	2011,	2012	Noun1.understanding	-	the	cognitive	condition	of	someone	who
understands;	"he	has	virtually	no	understanding	of	social	cause	and	effect"discernment,	savvy,	apprehensionknowing	-	a	clear	and	certain	mental	apprehensioncomprehension	-	an	ability	to	understand	the	meaning	or	importance	of	something	(or	the	knowledge	acquired	as	a	result);	"how	you	can	do	that	is	beyond	my	comprehension";	"he	was	famous	for	his	comprehension
of	American	literature"self-knowledge	-	an	understanding	of	yourself	and	your	goals	and	abilitiessmattering	-	a	slight	or	superficial	understanding	of	a	subjectappreciation,	grasp,	hold	-	understanding	of	the	nature	or	meaning	or	quality	or	magnitude	of	something;	"he	has	a	good	grasp	of	accounting	practices"grasping	-	understanding	with	difficulty;	"the	lecture	was	beyond
his	most	strenuous	graspings"hindsight	-	understanding	the	nature	of	an	event	after	it	has	happened;	"hindsight	is	always	better	than	foresight"realization,	realisation,	recognition	-	coming	to	understand	something	clearly	and	distinctly;	"a	growing	realization	of	the	risk	involved";	"a	sudden	recognition	of	the	problem	he	faced";	"increasing	recognition	that	diabetes
frequently	coexists	with	other	chronic	diseases"2.understanding	-	the	statement	(oral	or	written)	of	an	exchange	of	promises;	"they	had	an	agreement	that	they	would	not	interfere	in	each	other's	business";	"there	was	an	understanding	between	management	and	the	workers"fair-trade	agreement	-	an	agreement	(illegal	in	the	United	States)	between	the	manufacturer	of	a
trademarked	item	of	merchandise	and	its	retail	distributors	to	sell	the	item	at	a	price	at	or	above	the	price	set	by	the	manufacturercovenant	-	(Bible)	an	agreement	between	God	and	his	people	in	which	God	makes	certain	promises	and	requires	certain	behavior	from	them	in	returnunilateral	contract	-	a	one-sided	agreement	whereby	you	promise	to	do	(or	refrain	from	doing)
something	in	return	for	a	performance	(not	a	promise)sales	agreement,	sale	-	an	agreement	(or	contract)	in	which	property	is	transferred	from	the	seller	(vendor)	to	the	buyer	(vendee)	for	a	fixed	price	in	money	(paid	or	agreed	to	be	paid	by	the	buyer);	"the	salesman	faxed	the	sales	agreement	to	his	home	office"statement	-	a	message	that	is	stated	or	declared;	a
communication	(oral	or	written)	setting	forth	particulars	or	facts	etc;	"according	to	his	statement	he	was	in	London	on	that	day"term,	condition	-	(usually	plural)	a	statement	of	what	is	required	as	part	of	an	agreement;	"the	contract	set	out	the	conditions	of	the	lease";	"the	terms	of	the	treaty	were	generous"bargain,	deal	-	an	agreement	between	parties	(usually	arrived	at
after	discussion)	fixing	obligations	of	each;	"he	made	a	bargain	with	the	devil";	"he	rose	to	prominence	through	a	series	of	shady	deals"working	agreement	-	an	informal	agreement	to	work	togethersubmission	-	an	agreement	between	parties	in	a	dispute	to	abide	by	the	decision	of	an	arbiteroral	contract	-	an	agreement	that	is	not	in	writing	and	is	not	signed	by	the	parties
but	is	a	real	existing	contract	that	lacks	only	the	formal	requirement	of	a	memorandum	to	render	it	enforceable	in	litigationreservation	-	the	written	record	or	promise	of	an	arrangement	by	which	accommodations	are	secured	in	advancesettlement	-	a	conclusive	resolution	of	a	matter	and	disposition	of	itsuicide	pact	-	an	agreement	by	two	or	more	people	to	commit	suicide
together	at	a	given	place	and	time;	"the	two	lovers	killed	themselves	in	a	suicide	pact"3.understanding	-	an	inclination	to	support	or	be	loyal	to	or	to	agree	with	an	opinion;	"his	sympathies	were	always	with	the	underdog";	"I	knew	I	could	count	on	his	understanding"inclination,	tendency,	disposition	-	an	attitude	of	mind	especially	one	that	favors	one	alternative	over	others;
"he	had	an	inclination	to	give	up	too	easily";	"a	tendency	to	be	too	strict"4.understanding	-	the	capacity	for	rational	thought	or	inference	or	discrimination;	"we	are	told	that	man	is	endowed	with	reason	and	capable	of	distinguishing	good	from	evil"Adj.1.understanding	-	characterized	by	understanding	based	on	comprehension	and	discernment	and	empathy;	"an
understanding	friend"perceptive	-	having	the	ability	to	perceive	or	understand;	keen	in	discernment;	"a	perceptive	eye";	"a	perceptive	observation"Based	on	WordNet	3.0,	Farlex	clipart	collection.	©	2003-2012	Princeton	University,	Farlex	Inc.noun1.	perception,	knowledge,	grasp,	sense,	know-how	(informal),	intelligence,	judgment,	awareness,	appreciation,	insight,	skill,
penetration,	mastery,	comprehension,	familiarity	with,	discernment,	proficiency	They	have	to	have	a	basic	understanding	of	computers.	perception	ignorance,	incomprehension,	obtuseness2.	sympathy,	consideration,	sensitivity,	love,	concern,	humanity,	affection,	warmth,	tolerance,	goodwill,	compassion,	kindness,	empathy,	tenderness,	neighbourliness,	humanitarianism,
fellow	feeling,	considerateness,	kind	feeling,	kind-heartedness	We	would	like	to	thank	them	for	their	patience	and	understanding.	sympathy	insensitivity3.	agreement,	deal,	promise,	arrangement,	accord,	contract,	bond,	pledge,	bargain,	pact,	compact,	concord,	gentlemen's	agreement	We	had	not	set	a	date	but	there	was	an	understanding	between	us.	agreement	dispute,
disagreement4.	belief,	view,	opinion,	impression,	interpretation,	feeling,	idea,	conclusion,	notion,	conviction,	judgment,	assumption,	point	of	view,	perception,	suspicion,	viewpoint,	hunch,	way	of	thinking,	estimation,	supposition,	sneaking	suspicion,	funny	feeling	It	is	my	understanding	that	this	has	been	going	on	for	many	years.adjective1.	sympathetic,	kind,	compassionate,
considerate,	kindly,	accepting,	patient,	sensitive,	forgiving,	discerning,	tolerant,	responsive,	perceptive,	forbearing	Her	boss,	who	was	very	understanding,	gave	her	time	off.	sympathetic	insensitive,	unsympathetic,	inconsiderate,	intolerant,	unfeeling,	strictQuotations"Shallow	understanding	from	people	of	good	will	is	more	frustrating	than	absolute	misunderstanding	from
people	of	ill	will"	[Martin	Luther	King	Jr	Letter	from	Birmingham	Jail]"The	ill	and	unfit	choice	of	words	wonderfully	obstructs	the	understanding"	[Francis	Bacon	Novum	Organum]"I	shall	light	a	candle	of	understanding	in	thine	heart,	which	shall	not	be	put	out"	Bible:	II	EsdrasCollins	Thesaurus	of	the	English	Language	–	Complete	and	Unabridged	2nd	Edition.	2002	©
HarperCollins	Publishers	1995,	2002nounadjective	The	American	Heritage®	Roget's	Thesaurus.	Copyright	©	2013,	2014	by	Houghton	Mifflin	Harcourt	Publishing	Company.	Published	by	Houghton	Mifflin	Harcourt	Publishing	Company.	All	rights	reserved.	 ،مْهفَم�هفََتمُهافَتم�هفََتمُ

كارْدإ chápajícíchápavýinteligenceporozuměníshodaforståendeforstandforståelseverständnisvollAbmachungBeziehungEinigungVernunftαντίληψηκατανόησηπου	δείχνει
κατανόησηcomprensivoentendimientoacuerdocomprensióninteligenciacompréhensifcompréhensionententeintelligencerelationsamkomulagskilningsríkurskilningurcomprensioneintesacomprensivointendimentodogovorrazumevajočrazumevanje฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀	฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀anlayışanlayışlıhâlden	anlamahoşgörülükavramaCollins	Spanish	Dictionary	-	Complete	and
Unabridged	8th	Edition	2005	©	William	Collins	Sons	&	Co.	Ltd.	1971,	1988	©	HarperCollins	Publishers	1992,	1993,	1996,	1997,	2000,	2003,	2005Collins	English/French	Electronic	Resource.	©	HarperCollins	Publishers	2005Collins	German	Dictionary	–	Complete	and	Unabridged	7th	Edition	2005.	©	William	Collins	Sons	&	Co.	Ltd.	1980	©	HarperCollins	Publishers	1991,
1997,	1999,	2004,	2005,	2007Collins	Italian	Dictionary	1st	Edition	©	HarperCollins	Publishers	1995	(andəˈstӕnd)	verb	–	past	tense,	past	participle	ˌunderˈstood	(-ˈstud)	–	2.	to	know	(eg	a	person)	thoroughly.	She	understands	children/dogs.	verstaan	 م�هفََتَي 	познавам	compreender	mít	pochopení	sich	verstehen	auf	forstå	καταλαβαίνω	σε	βάθος	(π.χ.	ένα	πρόσωπο)	comprender,
entender	mõistma	 نتشاد 	 ییانشآ 	 ًلاماک 	ymmärtää	comprendre	 ןיִבהְָל 	฀฀฀฀฀฀฀	฀฀฀฀	poznavati	megért;	alaposan	ismer	memahami	skilja	capire	よく知っている		nusimanyti	apie,	suprasti	pazīt;	izprast;	saprasties	memahami	begrijpenforstå,	kjenne,	skjønneznać	się	 لديهوپ 	compreender	a	cunoaşte	уметь	обращаться	rozumieť	poznati	razumeti	förstå	sig	på	฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀	anlamak	瞭解(一個人等)	
hiểu,	nhận	thức	được	理解ˌunderˈstandable	adjectiveˌunderˈstanding	adjective	(of	a	person)	good	at	knowing	how	other	people	feel;	sympathetic.	an	understanding	person;	Try	to	be	more	understanding!	begrypend,	begrip	hê	 م�هفََتمُ 	разбиращ	compreensivo	chápající	verständnisvoll	forstående	που	δείχνει	κατανόησηcomprensivo	mõistev	 میهف 	ymmärtäväinen	compréhensif	 ןיִבמֵ 	฀฀฀
imati	više	razumijevanja	megértő	penuh	pengertian	skilningsríkur	comprensivo	理解のある			atjauèiantis,	supratingas	saprotošs;	iejūtīgs	bertimbang	rasa	begripvolforståelsesfullwyrozumiały	 قفاوت 	 ،مهافت 	 ،نو2ت 	 ،ت7ړوج 	 ،ومس 	 ،ايتربارب :	 ايتړو 	 ،دادعتسا 	 ،ښوه 	 ،ايتكري< 	 ،حيرشت 	 ،ريبعت (:	 كرادا 	) هنديسر :	 هندنژيپ 	 ،ههوپ 	compreensivo	înţelegător	отзывчивый	chápajúci	razumevajoč	uviđavan	förstående	฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀
฀฀฀฀฀฀	anlayışlı,	hoşgörülü	通情達理的，有同理心的	чуйний	 راد 	 ظاحل 	 ،راد 	 ھجمس 	thông	cảm	通情达理的，有同情心的	noun2.	the	ability	to	sympathize	with	another	person's	feelings.	His	kindness	and	understanding	were	a	great	comfort	to	her.	begrip	 م�هفََت 	съчувствен	compreensão	porozumění	das	Verständnis	forståelse	κατανόησηcomprensión	mõistvus	 کرد 	ymmärtämys
compréhensionהבנה	฀฀฀฀฀฀฀	suosjećanje	megértés	pengertian	skilningur	comprensione	理解		atjauta,	supratingumas	izpratne;	iejūtība	timbang	rasa	begripforståelse,	innsiktzrozumienie	 ههوپ 	compreensão	înţelegere	отзывчивость	porozumenie	razumevanje	razumevanje	förstående	inställning	฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀	anlayış,	hâlden	anlama	同理心	розуміння;	чуйність	 تم ฀ افم 	
hiểu	biết	体谅，同理心	3.	a	(state	of)	informal	agreement.	The	two	men	have	come	to	/	reached	an	understanding	after	their	disagreement.	verstandhouding	 مُهافَت 	разбиране	entendimento	shoda	die	Einigung	forståelse	συνεννόηση,	συμφωνίαentendimiento	kokkulepe	 قفاوت 	yhteisymmärrys	ententeהבנה	฀฀฀฀฀	dogovor	megállapodás	saling	penegertian	samkomulag	accordo	了解
		supratimas,	susitarimas	saprašanās;	vienošanās	persefahaman	verstandhoudingforståelseporozumienie	 قفاوت 	acordo	acord	договорённость	zhoda	sporazum	sporazum	överenskommelse,	samförstånd	฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀	anlaşma	(非正式的)協議	згода,	взаєморозуміння	 تم ฀ افم 	،฀ توھجمس 	sự	hiểu	nhau	（非正式）协议	make	(oneself)	understood	to	make	one's	meaning	or	intentions	clear.	He	tried
speaking	German	to	them,	but	couldn't	make	himself	understood.	verstaanbaar	 اموهفْمَ 	 هسَفَْن 	 لَُعجَْي 	разбран	se	fazer	entender	dorozumět	se	sich	verständlich	machen	gøre	sig	forståelig	γίνομαι	κατανοητός,	αντιληπτός	hacerse	entender	ennast	arusaadavaks	tegema	 ندناسر 	 ار 	 دوخ 	 روظنم 	tehdä	itsensä	ymmärretyksi	se	faire	comprendre	 ריהִבהְַל 	฀฀฀฀	฀฀฀฀	฀฀฀	฀฀฀฀	jasno	se	izraziti	megérteti	magát
membuat	dipahami	gera	(sig)	skiljanlegan	farsi	capire	意志を通じさせる		()			pasakyti	suprantamai,	susikalbėti	skaidri	izteikties;	panākt	saprašanu	membuat	orang	lain	memahaminya	zich	verstaanbaar	maken	gjøre	seg	forstått;	gi	klar	beskjed	wyrażać	się	zrozumiale,	porozumieć	się	 لوسر 	 بلطم 	 لپخ 	fazer(-se)	entender	a	se	face	înţeles	уметь	объясняться	dorozumieť	sa	sporazumeti	se	
se	izraziti	göra	sig	förstådd	฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀	söylemek	istediğini	belirtmek,	meramını	anlatmak	使別人理解自己的意思	порозумітися	 اناھجمس 	làm	cho	ai	hiểu	mình	使别人理解自己的意思Kernerman	English	Multilingual	Dictionary	©	2006-2013	K	Dictionaries	Ltd.	→	 م�هفََتمُ 	chápavý	forstående	verständnisvoll	που	δείχνει	κατανόηση	comprensivo	ymmärtäväinen	compréhensif	uviđavan
comprensivo	話がわかる	฀฀฀	฀฀	begripvol	forståelsesfull	wyrozumiały	compreensivo	понимающий	förstående	฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀	฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀	anlayış	thông	cảm	善解人意的Multilingual	Translator	©	HarperCollins	Publishers	2009	Want	to	thank	TFD	for	its	existence?	Tell	a	friend	about	us,	add	a	link	to	this	page,	or	visit	the	webmaster's	page	for	free	fun	content.	Link	to	this	page:
Yes,	I	said,	but	I	must	first	come	to	an	understanding	with	you,	and	remind	you	of	what	I	have	mentioned	in	the	course	of	this	discussion,	and	at	many	other	times.I	understand	you,	he	replied;	not	perfectly,	for	you	seem	to	me	to	be	describing	a	task	which	is	really	tremendous;	but,	at	any	rate,	I	understand	you	to	say	that	knowledge	and	being,	which	the	science	of	dialectic
contemplates,	are	clearer	than	the	notions	of	the	arts,	as	they	are	termed,	which	proceed	from	hypotheses	only:	these	are	also	contemplated	by	the	understanding,	and	not	by	the	senses:	yet,	because	they	start	from	hypotheses	and	do	not	ascend	to	a	principle,	those	who	contemplate	them	appear	to	you	not	to	exercise	the	higher	reason	upon	them,	although	when	a	first
principle	is	added	to	them	they	are	cognizable	by	the	higher	reason.You	have	quite	conceived	my	meaning,	I	said;	and	now,	corresponding	to	these	four	divisions,	let	there	be	four	faculties	in	the	soul-reason	answering	to	the	highest,	understanding	to	the	second,	faith	(or	conviction)	to	the	third,	and	perception	of	shadows	to	the	last-and	let	there	be	a	scale	of	them,	and	let
us	suppose	that	the	several	faculties	have	clearness	in	the	same	degree	that	their	objects	have	truth.We	may	call	these	two	active	and	passive	understanding	respectively.It	is	not	necessary,	in	order	that	a	man	should	"understand"	a	word,	that	he	should	"know	what	it	means,"	in	the	sense	of	being	able	to	say	"this	word	means	so-and-so."	Understanding	words	does	not
consist	in	knowing	their	dictionary	definitions,	or	in	being	able	to	specify	the	objects	to	which	they	are	appropriate.**	On	the	understanding	of	words,	a	very	admirable	little	book	is	Ribot's	"Evolution	of	General	Ideas,"	Open	Court	Co.,	1899.To	illustrate	what	is	meant	by	"understanding"	words	and	sentences,	let	us	take	instances	of	various	situations.Such	"understanding"
may	be	taken	to	belong	to	the	nerves	and	brain,	being	habits	which	they	have	acquired	while	the	language	was	being	learnt.His	face	wore	that	expression	when	his	dry	hands	clenched	with	vexation	at	her	not	understanding	a	sum	in	arithmetic,	when	rising	from	his	chair	he	would	walk	away	from	her,	repeating	in	a	low	voice	the	same	words	several	times	over.So,	when	I
said	you	had	less	understanding	than	we,	I	did	not	mean	that	you	had	less	understanding,	you	understand,	but	that	you	had	less	standundering,	so	to	speak."True	that	we	have	less	understanding?"	asked	the	Champion.Then	they	won't	dare	say	you	have	less	understanding,	because	you	understand	as	much	as	they	do."
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