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By	Dr	Oliver	Tearle	(Loughborough	University)The	word	naked	is	so	well-known,	so	familiar	to	us,	that	its	easy	to	overlook	its	strangeness.	It	rhymes	with	no	other	word	in	English,	and	looks	like	a	weird	hybrid	or	cross	between	a	verb	and	an	adjective.	How	did	the	word	naked	come	about,	and	what	are	its	origins?Read	more	Categories	Literature
Tags	Word	Origins	Leave	a	comment	By	Dr	Oliver	Tearle	(Loughborough	University)Where	does	the	word	mayonnaise	come	from?	Many	people	will	confidently	say	they	know	the	answer,	but	perhaps	the	matter	is	a	little	more	complex	and	a	little	more	interesting	than	is	widely	believed.Before	we	plunge	ourselves	into	the	origin	of	mayonnaise,	then,
lets	make	it	a	multiple-choice	quiz	question.Where	does	the	word	mayonnaise	come	from?a)	The	port	of	Mahonb)	The	French	manierc)	The	town	of	Bayonned)	Nobodys	quite	sureRead	more	Categories	Literature	Tags	Word	Origins	1	Comment	By	Dr	Oliver	Tearle	(Loughborough	University)Anyone	who	loves	nonsense	literature	can	surely	tell	us	the
origins	of	the	rather	wonderful	word	slithy.	But	lets	make	it	a	little	more	interesting	and	turn	it	into	a	multiple-choice	quiz	question.	Who	gave	us	the	word	slithy?a)	A	man	named	Shakespeareb)	A	man	named	Whatelyc)	A	man	named	Brestd)	A	man	named	CarrollRead	more	Categories	Literature	Tags	Word	Origins	Leave	a	comment	By	Dr	Oliver
Tearle	(Loughborough	University)Where	does	the	word	alphabet	originally	come	from?	Lets	begin	by	posing	the	question	as	a	quiz.	Well	make	it	multiple-choice	so	its	(potentially)	a	bit	easier.So,	here	goes:	where	does	the	word	alphabet	come	from?Read	more	Categories	Literature	Tags	Word	Origins	1	Comment	By	Dr	Oliver	Tearle	(Loughborough
University)What	does	the	word	orange	literally	mean?	What	is	the	derivation	or	origin	of	orange?	The	words	etymology	is	interesting,	and	also	more	than	a	little	mysterious,	so	lets	take	a	closer	look	at	the	origins	of	the	word	orange.Read	more	Categories	Literature	Tags	Word	Origins	Leave	a	comment	New	Clan	Art	presents	Medea	by	BA	Acting
students	New	College,	Lanarkshireby	Liz	LochheadTickets	11	Adults/8	Concessions	(ticket	price	incl.	1.50	ticket	admin	fee	which	will	display	at	the	checkout)	(fee	applicable	to	all	tickets,	including	tickets	bought	on	the	day)New	CLan	Arts	presents	Euripides	ancient	tragedy	Medea	as	performed	by	the	final	year	BA	Acting	students	of	New	College
LanarkshireIn	this	version	of	Medea,	acclaimed	playwright	Liz	Lochhead	takes	a	well-known	text,	blows	it	apart	and	reassembles	it	in	a	completely	new	light	resulting	in	a	brave,	visionary	and	risky	play	that	challenges	our	preconceptions	of	Euripides	classic.In	Greek	mythology,	Medea	was	the	daughter	of	King	Aetes	of	Kolchis,	niece	of	Circe,
granddaughter	of	the	sun	god	Helios.	In	the	play,	Jason	has	abandoned	Medea,	after	Kreon,	King	of	Corinth,	offered	his	daughter	Glauke.	Medea	seeks	to	exact	a	terrible	revenge	on	Jason	for	his	betrayal.Medea	figures	in	the	myth	of	Jason	and	the	Argonauts,	a	myth	known	best	from	a	late	literary	version	worked	up	by	Apollonius	of	Rhodes	in	the
third	century	BC	and	called	the	Argonautica.	Medea	is	known	in	most	stories	as	an	enchantress,	and	is	often	depicted	as	a	priestess	of	the	goddess	Hecate	or	a	witch.	The	myth	of	Jason	and	Medea	is	very	old,	originally	written	around	the	time	Hesiod	wrote	the	Theogony	around	700	BC.Suitable	for	14+.	Contains	adult	themesThis	is	a	seated	event.
Tickets	sold	as	General	Admission	(you	will	not	be	allocated	a	specific	seat	in	the	auditorium)There	will	be	no	interval.Please	note,	our	box	office	is	only	manned	when	there	is	a	performance	in	the	venue.	For	Box	Office	Collection,	please	wait	until	the	day	of	performance.	Phone	messages	and	emails	to	the	Box	Office	are	checked	at	least	once	a	day,
Tuesdays	to	Saturdays.Dont	forget	Websters	Bistro	is	now	open	for	lunch,	pre-theatre	and	a	la	carte	mealsOther	Performances	23	May	2017	19:3024	May	2017	19:3025	May	2017	19:30Book	onlineWebsters,	416	Great	Western	Road,	Glasgow	G4	9HZ	Page	2Sonia	Friedman	Productions	present	Imelda	Staunton	(Gypsy,	Vera	Drake,	the	Harry	Potter
films),	Conleth	Hill	(Game	of	Thrones,	The	Producers),	Luke	Treadaway	(A	Street	Cat	Named	Bob,	The	Curious	Incident	of	the	Dog	in	the	Night-Time,	The	Hollow	Crown)	and	Imogen	Poots	(A	Long	Way	Down,	Jane	Eyre)	in	James	Macdonalds	critically	acclaimed,	5	star	production	of	Edward	Albees	landmark	play,	broadcast	live	to	cinemas	from	the
Harold	Pinter	Theatre,	London.In	the	early	hours	of	the	morning	on	the	campus	of	an	American	college,	Martha,	much	to	her	husband	Georges	displeasure,	has	invited	the	new	professor	and	his	wife	to	their	home	for	some	after-party	drinks.	As	the	alcohol	flows	and	dawn	approaches,	the	young	couple	are	drawn	into	George	and	Marthas	toxic	games
until	the	evening	reaches	its	climax	in	a	moment	of	devastating	truth-telling.Imelda	Staunton	is	at	her	magnificent	best.	A	first-rate	revival	of	an	astonishing	play.	The	Guardian	GFT,	12	Rose	St,	G3	6RBPage	3	Followed	by	a	discussion	and	Q&A	withdirector	Johnny	Gogan,	about	the	film	andButlers	eventful	life.Described	as	Irelands	Orwell,	Hubert
Butler(1900-91)	smuggled	Jewish	people	into	Irelandfrom	pre-war	Vienna,	then	exposed	the	scale	ofthe	genocide	of	Serbs	in	war-time	Croatia.Silenced	in	an	Ireland	that	could	not	entertaincriticism	of	Catholic	Church	complicity	in	theseevents,	the	truth-teller	Butler	continued	to	writeand	speak	out.Buy	tickets	onlineGFT	12	Rose	St,	G3	6RB	Still
searching	for	a	brilliant	paper?	Get	custom	essay	help	today!	Order	now	Become	a	successful	student	with	our	service	Step	1	Send	your	guidelines	Provide	detailed	instructions	for	your	paper.	Step	2	Select	any	writer	Read	reviews	and	feedback	making	a	decision.	Step	3	Receive	a	unique	essay	Plagiarism	check,	editing,	and	formatting	are	included.
Step	4	Pay	if	satisfied	Release	money	to	your	writer	if	paper	meets	your	expectations.	I	was	assigned	with	this	boring	Anthropology	paper	and	thought	that	I	wont	do	it	on	time.	Luckily,	I	have	found	a	sample	on	the	same	topic	here!	This	is	the	only	platform	that	had	a	sample	for	the	Economics	research	paper	I	needed.	Helped	me	greatly!	The	variety
of	essay	topics	is	impressive!	I	use	Samplius	almost	every	week	as	it	helps	me	to	study!	Writing	essays	is	very	time-consuming.	Samples	help	me	to	save	time	and	energy!	Found	this	website	and	fell	in	love	with	it	immediately!	Every	topic	Ive	ever	needed	has	a	sample	paper	here.	This	platform	saved	my	grades	for	so	many	times.	I	dont	understand
how	Ive	studied	without	it	before.	Samplius	is	very	convenient,	user-friendly	and	has	a	simple	search.	Found	the	needed	sample	in	a	few	minutes!	Got	stuck	while	writing	an	essay?	Leave	it	to	a	professional	writer	and	forget	all	your	troubles!	Hire	writer	At	the	beginning	of	the	play,	Medea's	in	dire	straights.	For	one,	her	husband,	Jason,	has	married
another	woman,	Glauke,	daughter	of	Creon	the	King	of	Corinth.	On	top	of	that,	Creon	banishes	Medea	and	her	two	sons	from	Corinth.	Medea,	however,	is	not	the	kind	of	woman	to	take	such	mistreatment	lying	down.	She	swears	bloody	revenge	and	swiftly	sets	about	finding	a	way	to	kill	them	all.First,	she	convinces	Creon	to	let	her	stay	one	more	day
in	Corinth.	It	goes	against	his	better	judgment,	but	he	allows	it	out	of	pity	for	Medea's	two	sons.	This	gives	Medea	enough	time	to	put	her	plot	into	motion.	Next	Medea	has	to	secure	a	safe	place	to	retreat	to	once	she's	committed	the	murders.	By	an	incredibly	lucky	coincidence,	Aegeus,	King	of	Athens,	happens	by.	Medea	promises	to	cure	his	sterility
if	he	swears	to	give	her	safe	harbor.	Of	course,	she	neglects	to	mention	she's	about	to	kill	a	bunch	of	people.Now	that	Medea	has	the	time	and	a	safe	place	to	retreat	to,	she	can	really	get	to	work.	She	snookers	Jason	into	believing	that	she's	now	cool	with	his	new	marriage.	Medea	begs	her	husband	to	ask	Glauke	if	their	two	sons	can	stay	in	Corinth.
Jason	is	moved	and	agrees.	Medea	gives	Jason	a	gossamer	gown	and	a	golden	crown	to	sweeten	the	deal	for	Glauke.	Jason	and	the	children	trot	off	to	the	palace	with	hope	in	their	hearts.	Their	hope	is	misplaced,	however,	for	once	again	Medea	neglects	to	mention	a	vital	piece	of	information:	the	gifts	are	cursed.A	Messenger	returns	and	tells	Medea
all	about	the	horror	she	has	wreaked.	When	the	Princess	put	on	the	gown	and	crown,	she	received	a	rather	nasty	surprise.	Her	entire	body	caught	fire	and	the	flesh	melted	from	her	bones.	When	Creon	saw	his	daughter's	flaming	corpse,	he	was	so	distraught	that	he	threw	his	body	onto	hers	and	died	as	well.	Medea	thinks	this	is	great.	Now	she	only
has	one	thing	left	to	do,	in	order	to	leave	Jason	totally	devastated	kill	their	sons.The	murder	of	her	children	isn't	easy	for	Medea.	She	struggles	with	her	motherly	instincts,	but	in	the	end	her	revenge	is	more	important.	Medea	drags	the	boys	inside	the	house	and	kills	them	with	a	sword.	Jason	arrives	too	late	to	save	his	sons.	Just	as	he's	banging	on	the
door	to	stop	his	wife,	Medea	erupts	into	the	sky	in	a	chariot	drawn	by	dragons.	Jason	curses	his	wife,	and	she	curses	him	back.	He	begs	to	have	the	children's	bodies	so	that	he	can	bury	them.	She	refuses	him	even	this,	and	takes	their	corpses	away	with	her	as	she	flies	away	triumphant.	The	tragedy	of	Medea	begins	in	medias	res	(in	the	middle	of
things).	Medea's	Nurse	bemoans	Medea's	fateshe	has	been	abandoned	with	her	two	young	children	by	her	husband,	Jason,	who	has	married	the	Princess,	daughter	of	Creon,	king	of	Corinth.	In	the	midst	of	her	lamentations,	the	Nurse	recounts	how	Jason	left	his	homeland,	Iolocus,	in	a	ship	called	the	Argo	to	find	a	treasure	called	the	Golden	Fleece.
The	Golden	Fleece	was	guarded	by	a	dragon	in	Medea's	homeland,	the	Island	of	Clochis.	Aphrodite,	goddess	of	love,	made	Medea	fall	in	love	with	Jason	and	then	help	him	to	steal	the	Golden	Fleece.	While	she	and	Jason	were	fleeing	Clochis	by	boat,	Medea	killed	her	brother	so	that	those	pursuing	them	would	have	to	stop	and	bury	his	body.	In	Iolocus,
she	and	Jason	hatched	a	plot	to	steal	rulership	from	the	king,	Pelias.	Medea	managed	to	trick	Pelias'	daughters	into	killing	him	by	promising	that,	if	they	did,	she	could	restore	him	to	his	youth.	She	did	not	restore	him,	and	Jason	and	Medea	were	chased	from	Iolocus	to	Corinth,	where	they	lived	as	exiles.	Medea	is	infuriated	by	Jason's	abandoning	her
and	their	children,	and	makes	threats	to	kill	Creon	and	the	Princess.	These	threats	reach	Creon	at	the	palace	where	the	children's	Tutor	overhears	that	Creon	intends	to	exile	Medea	from	Corinth.	He	tells	the	Nurse	what	he	heard	outside	Medea's	house.	The	two	promise	not	to	tell	Medea.	The	Nurse	says	she	fears	for	the	children	and	doesn't	like	the
way	Medea	has	been	looking	at	them.	She	sends	the	children	inside	where,	from	offstage,	Medea	addresses	them,	saying	she	wishes	they	were	dead	and	cries	aloud	in	her	grief.	The	Nurse	and	Tutor	leave	and	the	Chorus	of	Corinthian	women	assemble	outside	Medea's	house,	saying	that	it	heard	Medea	cry.	Medea	comes	out	to	speak	to	the	Chorus	of
her	troubles.	Soon,	the	king,	Creon,	arrives	to	give	Medea	her	sentence	of	banishment.	He	tells	her	he	fears	she	will	cause	him	and	his	daughter	harm.	She	tries	to	convince	him	she	is	harmless,	but	he	will	not	relent.	Eventually	she	manages	to	get	him	to	agree	to	give	her	a	single	day	in	which	to	plan	where	she	and	the	children	will	go	in	their	exile.
When	Creon	is	gone,	Medea	laughs	at	him	and	calls	him	a	fool	for	allowing	her	to	stay.	She	intends	to	punish	Creon,	the	Princess,	and	Jason	for	the	way	they	have	mistreated	her.	Next	Jason	comes	to	offer	Medea	money	and	letters	of	recommendation	to	ease	the	burdens	of	her	exile.	The	two	of	them	argue	about	Jason's	behavior,	and	Jason	contends,
somewhat	ridiculously,	that	he	is	acting	in	Medea	and	the	children's	best	interest.	Medea	calls	him	a	coward	and	refuses	any	help.	Jason	leaves.	When	he	is	gone	Medea	reveals	her	plot	to	kill	the	princess	with	a	poisoned	dress	and	crown,	and	then,	in	order	to	hurt	Jason	most,	to	also	kill	her	own	(and	Jason's)	children.	But	first	she	must	find	a	place	of
refuge	for	after	she	leaves	Corinth.	Her	friend,	Aegeus,	the	king	of	Athens,	soon	arrives	on	his	way	from	the	oracle	of	Phoebus	whom	he	has	consulted	concerning	his	inability	to	have	children.	Medea	promises	him	that	she	will	help	him	to	have	children	if	he	promises	to	shelter	her	from	her	enemies.	He	agrees	and	exits.	Medea	sends	a	member	of	the
Chorus	to	fetch	Jason	back.	When	he	comes,	she	tells	him	he	was	right	and	she	is	only	a	foolish	woman	and	begs	him	to	find	some	way	to	let	the	children	stay.	She	sends	the	children	with	Jason	to	the	palace	to	give	the	Princess	the	dress	and	crown	as	gifts.	They	go.	The	Tutor	soon	comes	from	the	palace	with	the	children	and	with	the	good	news	that
the	children	are	allowed	to	stay.	Medea	grieves	because,	for	her,	it	means	the	Princess	is	dead	or	dying	and	she	must	complete	her	plan	by	killing	the	children.	A	Messenger	arrives	from	the	palace	and	recounts	the	Princess	and	Creon's	death	in	vivid	detail.	The	Princess	died	putting	on	the	gifts,	and	Creon	died	by	becoming	entangled	in	the	poisoned
dress	after	embracing	his	daughter's	corpse.	Medea	relishes	the	news	and	steels	herself	to	murder	her	children.	She	takes	them	offstage	(inside)	and	we	hear	them	struggle.	Jason	comes	to	the	house	and	commands	his	men	to	undo	the	bolts	of	the	door.	Before	he	can	manage,	Medea	appears	over	the	stage	in	a	chariot	drawn	by	chimeras	sent	by	the
sun	god,	Helios,	her	grandfather.	She	has	with	her	the	dead	bodies	of	her	children.	She	and	Jason	exchange	cutting	remarks	about	the	tragic	events,	and	the	Chorus	concludes	the	play	by	saying	that	sometimes,	rather	than	expected	events,	the	gods	bring	unexpected	things	to	pass.	By	Dr	Oliver	Tearle	(Loughborough	University)The	story	of	Jason	and
Medea	is	among	the	most	famous	doomed	love	affairs	in	classical	mythology,	and	the	Greek	myths	are	known	for	having	their	fair	share	of	doomed	love	affairs.	But	what	is	the	meaning	and	significance	of	the	Jason	and	Medea	myth?	What	did	Jason	do	to	Medea,	and	what	drastic	action	did	she	take	in	response	to	his	actions?Lets	take	a	closer	look	at
the	myth,	first	by	summarising	the	story	and	then	by	offering	an	analysis	of	its	deeper	meaning.	Jason	and	Medea:	plot	summaryJason	was	the	son	of	Aeson,	the	king	of	Iolcos,	but	Jason	was	educated	by	the	celebrated	wise	centaur,	Chiron.	Like	many	good	heroes,	Jason	was	educated	in	the	art	of	war,	hunting,	and	music,	among	other	things:
everything	a	prince	needs	to	grow	up	and	become	the	stuff	of	legend.	Aeson	was	deposed	by	Pelias,	his	half-brother,	who	was	in	fear	of	Jason	in	turn	usurping	him,	because	hed	been	warned	by	the	oracle	that	he	would	be	deposed	by	a	man	wearing	one	sandal.	And	when	Jason	showed	up	as	a	grown	man	to	pay	respects	to	the	king,	he	was,	sure
enough,	lacking	a	sandal	on	one	foot	because	he	had	lost	it	crossing	a	river.Pelias	decided	to	give	Jason	a	mission	which	he	was	confident	would	prove	impossible	for	the	young	man	to	complete:	to	go	and	recover	the	fabled	Golden	Fleece	from	Colchis.	The	fleece	was	guarded	by	a	dragon.	Jason	rose	to	the	challenge,	building	his	ship,	the	Argo,	and
assembling	a	crew:	the	Argonauts.	In	Colchis,	the	Argonauts	located	the	Golden	Fleece,	but	in	order	to	gain	it,	Jason	was	given	a	series	of	seemingly	impossible	tasks:	he	had	to	yoke	together	two	fire-breathing	bulls,	then	plough	a	field	and	sow	the	teeth	of	a	dragon.	He	managed	to	achieve	all	of	these,	thanks	to	the	help	of	the	daughter	of	Aeetes,	the
King	of	Colchis,	a	woman	named	Medea,	who	fell	in	love	with	him	and	used	her	sorcery	to	assist	him.Medea	gave	him	a	magic	balsam	to	cover	his	body	and	shield	before	he	yoked	together	the	fire-breathing	bulls,	and	told	him	to	throw	a	stone	at	the	dragons	teeth,	because	this	would	cause	all	the	men	lurking	among	them	to	panic	and	start	attacking
each	other,	rather	than	him.	When	the	King	went	back	on	his	word	and	refused	to	give	Jason	the	Golden	Fleece,	instead	attempting	to	burn	the	Argo	and	its	crew,	Medea	used	sorcery	to	restrain	the	dragon	guarding	the	fleece,	allowing	Jason	to	steal	it	and	escape,	with	Medea	joining	him	and	the	Argonauts	on	board	the	ship.Medea	was	the	niece	of
Circe,	the	great	sorceress	who	appears	in	numerous	other	Greek	myths,	and	most	famously	in	Homers	Odyssey.	In	some	versions	of	the	myth,	Hecate	whose	name	is	synonymous	with	witchcraft	was	Medeas	mother.	According	to	Diodorus,	Aeetes	wished	to	kill	all	foreigners	who	entered	his	lands,	but	Medea	spoke	out	against	him.	Some	accounts	of
the	story	even	have	Medea	as	the	witch	or	priestess	charged	with	carrying	out	the	execution	of	any	foreigners	who	appeared	in	her	fathers	kingdom,	but	when	she	clapped	eyes	on	Jason,	she	was	struck	by	an	even	more	powerful	magic	than	her	own	enchantments:	love.So,	the	details	vary	from	one	text	to	another.	But	according	to	The	Penguin
Dictionary	of	Classical	Mythology,	the	day	before	Jason	and	the	Argonauts	arrived	in	Colchis,	Aeetes	had	thrown	his	daughter	in	prison	because	she	had	challenged	him	over	his	foreigner-killing	policy;	however,	she	easily	managed	to	escape.	In	many	versions	of	the	Jason	and	Medea	story,	Medea	even	killed	her	own	brother,	Apsyrtus,	and	threw	him
overboard	in	pieces,	in	order	to	give	the	Argonauts	time	to	escape	when	Aeetes	pursued	them.On	the	journey	home,	Jason	and	Medea	were	married	(in	most	accounts	of	the	tale),	and	the	crew	encountered	a	giant	named	Talos	(whom	Medea	defeated	with	her	magic);	they	then	sailed	into	a	dark	fog,	and	Jason	prayed	to	Phoebus	Apollo	to	light	the	way
forward.	Apollo	agreed,	and	sent	them	a	shaft	of	fire	to	guide	their	way.	They	eventually	made	it	back	to	Iolcos,	with	the	Golden	Fleece	in	their	possession.	Medea	slew	Pelias,	the	King	of	Iolcus,	or	rather	persuaded	the	Kings	own	daughters	to	kill	him,	tricking	them	into	thinking	he	would	be	made	young	again	if	they	boiled	their	father	in	a
cauldron.With	Pelias	dead	and	the	throne	vacant,	Medea	had	cleared	the	way	for	Jason	to	take	the	throne.	The	two	of	them	ruled	as	King	and	Queen	of	Iolcus,	and,	later,	Corinth.	However,	Jason	grew	tired	of	Medeas	company	and	sought	fulfilment	in	the	arms	of	another	woman.	Who	this	other	woman	was	varies	from	telling	to	telling,	but	shes	usually
named	as	either	Glauce	or	Creusa	and	shes	always	the	daughter	of	Creon,	the	King	of	Corinth.When	Jason	decided	to	leave	Medea	and	marry	Glauce	(in	one	version	of	the	myth),	Medea	sent	Glauce	(or	Creusa)	a	wedding	dress	which	Medea	had	poisoned.	When	she	put	the	dress	on,	Glauce/Creusa	found	her	veins	began	to	burn	and	she	was
surrounded	by	fire,	as	was	Creon	when	he	rushed	to	help	his	daughter.	They	both	died.Medea	murdered	her	two	children	by	Jason,	in	the	temple	of	Hera,	before	borrowing	a	chariot	the	god	Helios	had	given	her	a	chariot	driven	by	winged	dragons	and	riding	off	into	the	heavens.	Jason	and	Medea:	analysisThe	story	of	Jason	and	Medea	is	of
considerable	emotional	importance	to	the	third	great	ancient	Greek	epic	poem,	after	Homers	Iliad	and	Odyssey:	that	is,	Apollonius	of	Rhodes	epic	The	Argonautica.	Apollonius	has	been	credited	with	pioneering	a	number	of	new	literary	techniques	in	his	epic	poem,	and	its	been	suggested	that	Virgil	was	inspired	by	The	Argonautica	specifically,	the
portrayal	of	Medea	as	a	tragic	female	figure	when	he	wrote	the	fourth	book	of	The	Aeneid,	which	tells	of	Aeneas	abandonment	of	Dido.Whether	or	not	this	is	true	(and	the	great	scholar	and	translator	E.	V.	Rieu,	for	one,	doubted	it),	Apollonius	is	credited	with	effectively	being	the	first	great	writer	to	study	the	pathology	of	love,	in	A.	W.	Bullochs
phrase,	through	his	portrayal	of	Medeas	fierce	jealousy	and	revenge	when	she	is	betrayed	by	the	man	she	loves.The	trope	of	the	female	helper	who	uses	cunning	and	sorcery	to	assist	the	male	hero	(compare	the	help	Odysseus	gets	in	Homers	poem,	or	the	assistance	Perseus	gets	to	enable	him	to	kill	the	Gorgon	Medusa,	or	Ariadnes	helping	Theseus	in
the	Labyrinth)	is	obviously	an	important	part	of	the	Jason	legend,	but	in	this	instance,	Medea	is	allowed	to	take	an	exacting	and	brutal	revenge	on	the	lover	who	spurned	and	abandoned	her.	The	most	shocking	aspects	of	the	whole	affair	is	her	killing	of	her	children	by	Jason,	of	course,	purely	out	of	spite	for	how	he	has	treated	her.What	prompted
Jason	to	divorce	Medea	and	marry	someone	else?	Although	its	true	that	he	may	have	tired	of	her,	as	many	of	the	legends	state,	there	may	also	have	been	a	legal	reason:	in	Corinth,	Jason	realised	that	his	sons	with	Medea	were	not	recognised	as	legitimate	heirs	to	the	throne	because	Medea	was	a	barbarian.Barbarian	comes	from	the	ancient	Greek	for
foreigner;	ironically,	after	defying	her	father	over	his	hostility	to	foreigners	and	helping	Jason	when	he	needed	her,	Medea	was	now	going	to	be	abandoned	by	her	husband	because	she	herself	was	viewed	as	an	outsider.However,	although	this	is	the	commonest	plot	detail	in	the	Jason	and	Medea	story,	its	worthy	of	closer	analysis,	because	in	some
versions	Medea	doesnt	kill	her	children	at	all.	Instead,	the	two	sons,	whose	names	are	given	as	Mermerus	and	Pheres,	helped	their	mother	to	punish	Jason	for	abandoning	Medea,	and	they	were	caught	with	poisoned	gifts	in	their	possession	which	Medea	used	to	execute	her	revenge,	and	which	played	a	vital	role	in	the	deaths	of	Creon	and	his
daughter.The	people	of	Corinth	stoned	the	two	boys	to	death	for	their	crime.	In	yet	another	account,	Mermerus	followed	Jason	into	exile	and	was	killed	by	a	lioness	while	on	a	hunting	trip.	Subscribe	to	get	the	latest	posts	sent	to	your	email.	Medea	is	a	play	written	by	Euripides;	it	has	many	powerful	literary	elements	which	is	why	it	has	brought	the
attention	of	different	types	of	audiences.	Medea	to	some	might	appear	as	a	feminist	text	because	of	how	Medea	deals	with	her	situation,	and	how	she	behaves	or	acts	around	people	in	the	play,	but	to	other	people	Medea	is	seen	as	an	anti-feminist	text	because	of	how	Medea	turns	evil	after	her	husband	did	her	wrong,	and	how	she	is	two-faced	when	in
a	dialogue	with	other	characters.	Medea	is	clearly	a	feminist	play,	as	seen	through	Medeas	psychological	behavior,	dialogue,	and	how	she	is	not	manipulated	by	Jasons	ways	or	excuses.	Do	not	use	plagiarized	sources.	Get	your	custom	paper	at	"The	Effects	Of	Feminism	In	Medea"	Get	custom	paper	NEW!	Smart	match	with	writer	Why	Medea	is	a
Feminist	Characteristic	qualities	of	women	in	Greek	culture	include	weak,	submissive,	and	inferior	to	men.	In	order	to	have	the	best	revenge	on	Jason,	Medea	decides	she	must	be	the	person	who	has	the	power	over	all	of	the	circumstances	in	the	situation.	She	is	swapping	gender	roles	while	managing	the	situation,	as	being	in	control	is	not	a	feminine
quality	of	ancient	Greek	culture,	but	she	takes	hold	of	the	situation	like	a	man	would	and	demonstrates	her	power	and	cleverness.	In	ancient	Greek	culture	it	is	not	acceptable	for	females	to	assume	qualities	such	as	intelligence	and	cleverness.	Creon,	calls	Medea	clever	and	tells	her	I	am	afraid	of	you.	An	intelligent	woman	may	not	be	submissive	to
the	desires	and	wishes	of	her	husband.	For	that	reason,	their	model	wife	would	be	attractive	and	not	intelligent.	Intelligent	women	were	considered	dangerous	and	unsafe.	Medea,	being	of	strong	mind,	ultimately	chooses	to	overcome	her	weaknesses	and	murders	her	sons	to	keep	them	from	being	murdered	by	her	enemies	of	the	Palace.	She	rather	to
choose	her	independence	over	motherhood,	and	any	feminine	qualities	associated	with	maternity	go	clearly	unnoticed	when	she	murders	her	sons.	Medea	emotionally	battles	between	her	desire	for	independence	and	her	motherliness	throughout	the	play.	But	her	independence	wins	in	the	end.	O	come,	my	hand,	poor	wretched	hand,	and	take	the
sword,	take	it,	step	forward	to	this	bitter	starting	point,	and	do	not	be	a	coward,	do	not	think	of	them,	how	sweet	they	are,	and	how	you	are	their	mother.	Just	for	This	one	short	day	be	forgetful	of	you	children,	afterwards	weep;	for	even	though	you	will	kill	them,	they	were	very	dear,	-O,	I	am	an	unhappy	woman!	Medea	must	kill	her	children	in	order
to	achieve	the	level	of	despair	for	Jason	she	wants	to	obtain,	but	in	doing	so	the	audience	loses	respect	and	admiration	for	her	and	their	support	and	sympathy	is	wasted.	Earlier	in	the	play	the	chorus	sided	with	Medea	based	on	how	Jason	betrayed	her	and	told	her	that	she	was	true	to	get	back	at	him.	Yet	at	this	point	in	the	play,	the	chorus	no	longer
supports	her	plan	if	she	is	elects	to	kill	her	children.	They	beg	and	plead	with	her	not	to	kill	the	children,	but	Medea,	being	of	strong	mind,	ultimately	chooses	to	overcome	her	weaknesses	and	murders	her	sons	to	keep	them	from	being	murdered	by	her	enemies	of	the	Palace.	Medea	as	mentioned	chooses	her	independence	over	motherhood	and	any
feminine	qualities	associated	with	maternity	go	clearly	unnoticed	when	she	murders	her	sons.	Medea	has	many	characteristics	that	make	her	an	outsider.	She	is	an	intelligent,	clever,	and	independent	woman	which	makes	her	a	dangerous	threat	to	the	men.	She	is	not	a	Greek.	She	is	a	barbarian	in	exile	at	Corinth.	Because	of	all	of	these	reasons,	and
simply	because	she	is	a	female,	Medea	is	treated	arrogantly	by	the	men	of	Corinth.	Even	though	Euripides	Medea	is	a	struggle	between	Jason	and	Medea,	it	can	also	be	a	struggle	between	the	male	and	female	sexes.	Medea	rejects	the	typical	gender	roles	she	is	assigned	to,	her	past	or	where	she	lives	indicates	that	she	is	no	average	female.	She	takes
on	masculine	heroic	values	of	vengeance,	reputation	and	pride	in	her	mind.	At	the	end	of	the	play,	he	carries	out	these	features	as	she	murders	the	new	wife,	the	King,	and	her	very	own	sons	and	escapes	back	to	Athens	to	avoid	the	consequences	of	her	revenge.	Overall,	Euripides	Medea	can	be	seen	as	a	feminist	play	in	many	ways	with	the
contradiction	of	Medea	and	Jason	such	as:	female	devotion	versus	masculine	freedom,	weakness	versus	independence,	or	intelligent	versus	influenced.How	Medea	is	seen	as	a	feminist	Medea	is	seen	as	a	feminist	in	the	play	through	many	example	such	as	when,	she	avenges	herself	on	Jason	for	betraying	her	after	all	she	has	done	for	him,	and	Creon
for	giving	his	daughter's	hand	in	marriage	to	Jason	and	wanting	to	expel	Medea,	she	kills	not	only	Creon	and	his	daughter	but	also	her	own	two	sons,	just	to	make	Jason	suffer	even	more.	She	is	constantly	dominating	her	situation,	using	her	cleverness	and	getting	exactly	what	she	wants.	One	example	of	this	is	when	she	says	to	Creon:	'Allow	me	to
remain	here	just	for	this	one	day,	so	I	may	consider	where	to	live	in	my	exile.	Thus	she	persuades	him,	by	playing	on	his	emotions	and	weaknesses,	to	let	her	stay	in	the	country	long	enough	to	carry	out	her	plans,	although	Creon	hates	her	and	wants	her	out	of	the	country	as	soon	as	possible.	Or	when	she	makes	Aegeus	swear	that	he	will	give	her
exile.	Another	example	of	this	is	when	she	makes	Jason	believe	she	has	no	objections	to	his	marriage	with	the	princess	in	order	to	make	Jason	let	her	sons	enter	the	palace	to	give	the	bride	her	present.	Jason	however	is	shown	to	hold	almost	no	power	at	all	throughout	the	play	and	cannot	do	anything	to	stop	Medea	from	ruining	his	life	and	escaping
unpunished.	In	many	ways	Medea	is	masculine,	she	does	not	fear	going	against	men	with	high	power	such	as	Creon	and	her	father.	Medea	mentions	that	she	wishes	to	be	treated	like	a	man	when	she	says:	'I	would	very	much	rather	stand	three	times	in	front	of	a	battle	than	bear	one	child.	This	is	also	seen	when	she	says	Or	sharpen	a	sword	and	thrust
it	to	the	heart,	these	quotes	show	that	she	is	cold-hearted	and	brutal,	also	since	it	is	not	usual	for	a	woman	to	kill	her	own	brother	and	children.	The	chorus	in	Medea	represents	the	women	of	the	society,	and	show	Euripides'	feministic	views;	They	support	her	and	sympathize	with	her.	They	even	encourage	her	to	avenge	Jason's	infidelity	by	saying	she
has	the	right	to	do	it	and	continually	condemning	men	who	are	unfaithful	to	their	women.	Her	actions	are	the	result	of	her	strong	emotions.	She	is	a	passionate	person	who	follows	her	heart	no	matter	the	consequences,	as	seen	when	Medea	betrays	her	father	and	kills	her	brother	she	is	blinded	by	her	love	for	Jason,	later	when	she	is	full	of	fury	and
rage	as	a	result	of	Jason's	disloyalty	she	thinks	of	nothing	but	revenge.	In	her	outrage	she	kills	two	innocent	children,	which	shows	traces	of	evil	in	her	lack	of	sympathy	for	others	and	her	selfishness.	Medea	is	not	rational,	she	does	not	reflect	wisely	on	her	actions	and	acts	impulsively.	Having	these	qualities,	Medea	does	not	make	a	good	feministic
role	model,	simply	because	of	her	unjust	actions.	ConclusionIn	conclusion,	Medea	is	clearly	seen	as	a	feminist	text,	although	the	text	is	a	feminist	one	it	does	not	change	the	fact	that	Medea	herself	is	an	evil	person	based	off	her	unjust	actions,	like	the	murder	of	the	king,	her	sons,	and	the	bride,	this	is	why	Medea	is	seen	as	bad	feminist	role	model.	10
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for	a	5th	century	BCE	Athenian	audience	during	what	is	known	as	the	Golden	Age	of	Athens.	During	Euripides's	childhood,	he	would've	witnessed	the	victory	of	Athens	over	the	Persian	invasion.	Athens	also	gained	political	independence	and	dominancy	over	the	Mediterranean.	With	political	stability	and	a	growing	economy,	Athenian	art	and	literature
flourished	resulting	in	the	growth	of	the	Greek	Tragic	Drama	led	by	Euripides,	Aeschylus,	and	Sophocles.	Medea	by	Euripides	was	a	play	that	subtly	questioned	Athenian	morals.	Athens's	golden	age	ended	in	406	BCE	when	Sparta	was	defeated	in	Athens	in	the	Peloponnesian	War.	Medea	was	written	during	Athens's	Golden	Age,	Pixabay.When	the
play	begins,	Jason,	Medea's	husband,	has	just	left	her	and	their	two	children.	Jason	has	a	desire	to	marry	Glauce,	who	is	the	daughter	of	the	king	of	Corinth:	King	Creon.	By	marrying	Glauce,	Jason	can	raise	his	social	standing.	As	told	by	a	nurse	outside	the	palace,	Jason	and	Medea	went	through	many	obstacles	that	led	them	to	find	refuge	in
Corinth.Medea	was	the	princess	of	Colchis.	She	used	her	powers	as	a	sorceress,	or	a	witch,	to	help	Jason	secure	the	Golden	Fleece.	They	fell	in	love.	While	fleeing	her	homeland,	she	killed	her	brother	to	slow	down	those	pursuing	her.	While	in	Iolcus,	Jason's	home,	she	convinced	the	daughters	of	Pelias,	the	King,	to	murder	him.	Jason	and	Medea	are
exiled	to	Corinth	for	their	actions.Corinth	is	where	they	established	their	family	and	gained	respect	from	the	local	people.	When	Jason	decided	to	abandon	Medea	and	their	children,	Medea	was	devastated.	She	cursed	her	existence	and	that	of	her	children.	If	the	name	Jason	sounds	familiar	to	you	that's	because	he	has	his	own	cycle	of	mythological
tales.	Jason	was	the	leader	of	the	Argonauts,	a	band	of	50	heroes,	charged	with	obtaining	the	Golden	Fleece	which	belonged	to	Jason's	father,	King	Aeson	of	lolcus.King	Creon	is	afraid	Medea	will	seek	revenge	for	Jason's	actions	so	he	banishes	her	and	her	children	from	Corinth.	Medea	begs	for	mercy	and	asks	for	one	more	day	before	she	has	to	leave.
She	is	given	one	day	and	Medea	immediately	begins	to	plan	how	she	will	seek	justice.	She	contemplates	murdering	Jason,	King	Creon,	and	Glauce.	Jason	tells	Medea	she	is	overreacting	and	that	she	is	making	her	and	the	children	vulnerable	in	the	public	eye.	He	tries	to	defend	his	reasoning	for	marrying	Glauce	by	stating	it	is	in	everyone's	better
interest.	He	offers	to	help	Medea,	but	she	refuses.	King	Aegeus	of	Athens	coincidentally	shows	up	in	Corinth	and	offers	Medea	refuge	in	his	home	city.	In	exchange	he	requests	Medea,	who	is	a	sorceress,	to	provide	him	with	information	about	which	drugs	will	cure	his	sterility.	Medea	is	emboldened	now	that	she	has	a	place	to	seek	refuge	and
continues	to	plan	her	revenge.	Her	revenge	plot	now	includes	murdering	her	own	children.	She	justifies	infanticide	by	stating	it	will	make	Jason	suffer	so	much,	that	the	satisfaction	she	will	feel	will	outweigh	the	pain	of	losing	her	children.	Medea	pretends	to	sympathize	with	Jason.	She	offers	Glauce	a	gift	of	a	coronet	and	a	dress	which	she	hopes	will
persuade	King	Creon	to	let	Medea's	children	stay	in	Corinth.	However,	the	gift	Medea	gave	to	Glauce	is	poisoned,	which	kills	Glauce.	King	Creon	is	so	distraught	by	the	death	of	his	daughter,	that	he	embraces	her	poisoned	body	and	dies	alongside	her.	When	a	messenger	provides	information	about	the	deaths,	Medea	barely	reacts.	Earlier	as	she
contemplated	the	death	of	her	children,	she	was	anxious	and	tense.	However	now	she	is	ready	and	confident	about	her	plans	which	are	protested	by	the	chorus.	In	Classical	Greek	drama,	the	chorus	was	made	up	of	a	group	of	actors	whose	purpose	was	to	provide	commentary	about	the	main	action	or	character	in	the	play.	They	would	provide
commentary	through	song,	dance,	and	recitation.	Medea	murders	her	children.	Her	grandfather,	Helios,	the	Sun	God,	provides	Medea	with	a	chariot	pulled	by	a	dragon	which	allows	her	to	escape	the	scene.	Jason	is	left	to	suffer	down	below.	Jason	lost	everything	he	valued	and	the	play	closes	with	his	tragic	state.Below	are	the	key	characters	in	the
play	Medea	by	Euripides.	Medea	is	the	Tragic	Heroine	of	the	play	Medea,	Pixabay.CharacterRole/PurposeQuoteMedeaThe	protagonist.	Medea	is	a	sorceress	and	Princess	who	has	just	been	abandoned	by	her	husband	Jason.	Medea's	emotional	state	intensifies	from	despair	to	rage	throughout	the	play	which	leads	her	to	revenge.	This	includes	the
murder	of	the	King,	his	daughter,	and	her	two	children	she	has	with	Jason.	"In	other	thingsa	woman	may	be	timidin	watching	battlesor	seeing	steel,	but	when	she's	hurt	in	love,her	marriage	violated,	there's	no	heart	more	desperate	for	blood	than	hers"	(Lines	303-307).JasonJason	abandons	his	wife,	Medea,	and	their	two	children	to	marry	Princess
Glauce.	He	wishes	to	advance	his	social	standing.	His	actions	lead	Medea	to	take	revenge	on	him	through	murder.	Jason	is	an	unsympathetic	character	who	values	his	own	self-interest	above	anyone	else."As	for	your	complaints	about	this	marriage,I'll	show	you	that	in	this	I'm	being	wise,	and	moderate,	and	very	friendly	to	you,and	to	my	children.	You
must	have	patience"	(Lines	649-652).King	CreonThe	king	of	Corinth	who	exiles	Medea	from	Corinth.	He	famously	kills	himself	by	embracing	the	dead	body	of	his	poisoned	daughter.	"What	you	say	sounds	comforting	enough,	but	I'm	still	afraid	that	heart	of	yours	is	planning	something	evil.	At	this	point,	I	trust	you	even	less	than	previously"	(Lines	371-
374)	GlauceJason's	new	bride	and	the	daughter	of	King	Creon.	She	is	considered	very	beautiful	and	young	causing	Medea	to	feel	angry	with	jealousy.	"Come,	children,	take	up	these	wedding	gifts	and	carry	themas	offerings	to	the	happy	royal	bride.	What	she's	getting	will	be	worthy	of	her"	(Spoken	by	Medea,	Lines	1121-1124).Children	The	innocent
and	naive	children	of	Medea	and	Jason	who	Medea	murders.	Their	innocent	death	was	used	to	take	revenge	on	Jason	and	make	him	suffer.	Euripides	doesn't	include	the	name	of	the	children,	but	in	other	versions	of	the	myth,	the	names	and	number	of	children	differ.	"Oh,	my	children,	why	are	you	looking	at	me	in	that	way?Why	smile	at	methat	last
smile	of	yours?Alas,	what	shall	I	do?	You	women	here,my	heart	gives	way	when	I	see	those	eyes,my	children's	smiling	eyes"	(Spoken	by	Medea,	Lines	1222-1227)King	AegeusThe	King	of	Athens	offers	Medea	refuge	in	Athens	as	long	as	she	provides	him	with	drugs	that	will	cure	his	sterility.	His	offer	is	what	emboldens	Medea	to	carry	out	her	revenge
plot.	"If	you	can	reach	my	household	on	your	own,you	may	stay	there	in	safety.	Rest	assuredI	won't	surrender	you	to	anyone.But	you	must	make	your	own	escape	from	here.I	don't	want	my	hosts	finding	fault	with	me"	(Lines	863-868)ChorusThe	women	of	Corinth	whose	purpose	is	to	provide	commentary	on	the	action	of	the	play.	They	sympathize	with
Medea	until	she	murders	her	children.	How	will	this	city	of	sacred	streams,	this	land	of	strolling	lovers,welcome	youa	killer,who	slaughtered	her	own	children,	an	unholy	womanamong	its	people?	Consider	thisthe	killing	of	your	children.Consider	the	murder	you	are	going	to	do.	By	your	knees	we	beg	you,in	every	way	we	know,do	not	slaughter	your
own	children"	(Lines	995-1005).Medea	is	an	example	of	Classical	Greek	Tragedy.	Greek	Tragedy	first	appeared	in	Athens	in	the	5th	century	BCE.	Tragedians,	like	Euripides,	took	traditional	stories	and	myths	with	tragic	endings	and	turned	them	into	plays	that	explored	themes	involving	human	nature.Greek	tragedies	evolved	from	Satyr	dithyramb,	a
type	of	hymn,	which	was	sung	alongside	dancing	in	honor	of	the	god	Dionysus.Euripides	was	known	for	his	experimentation	with	the	genre	of	Greek	Tragedy.	These	experimentations	can	be	found	in	the	writing	of	Medea.	Euripides	highlighted	the	emotions	and	feelings	of	the	characters	as	a	way	to	enhance	the	tragic	tone	of	the	plot.O	now	my
sufferings	will	kill	me.	Its	over.My	enemies	have	set	full	sail	against	me,and	theres	no	way	I	can	avert	disaster"	(Lines	333-338).	This	is	an	example	of	how	Euripides	focused	on	the	emotion	of	the	characters.	In	this	line	spoken	by	Medea	to	King	Creon,	who	is	banishing	her,	we	see	the	distress	she	is	going	through.	Her	emotional	state	is	so	distraught
she	feels	it	will	kill	her.Euripides	also	used	monologues	extensively,	rather	than	the	traditional	prologues,	to	provide	background	into	the	past	of	Jason	and	Medea.Monologue:	A	long	speech	spoken	by	an	actor	in	a	play	that	provides	some	sort	of	insight	into	the	main	theme	of	the	play.Prologue:	An	introduction	to	a	piece	of	literature	that	has	a
separate	section	in	the	beginning.	For	example,	we	learn	about	how	Medea	helped	Jason	obtain	the	Golden	Fleece,	including	Medea's	murder	of	her	brother	and	Jason's	murder	of	King	Pelias,	in	a	monologue	spoken	by	Medea's	nurse	(Lines	1-55).	In	this	monologue,	we	are	also	provided	with	the	framework	of	the	story.	In	it,	we	learn	that	Jason	has
left	Medea	and	her	two	children	and	that	Medea	is	distraught.	Monologues	are	a	great	tool	used	by	playwrights,	such	as	Euripides,	to	provide	important	context	without	spending	too	much	time	explaining	it	either	in	dialogue	or	in	an	introductory	section.Another	key	aspect	of	Euripide's	writing	style	in	Medea	is	the	use	of	realism	in	his	writing.	The
dialogue	between	characters	mirrored	the	natural	flow	of	speech	rather	than	the	traditional	use	of	rhyme	and	meter.	He	used	plain	style	writing	to	achieve	this	by	avoiding	heightened,	pompous	language.Why	link	your	children	with	the	nasty	thingstheir	fathers	done?	Why	do	you	hate	them	so?Im	terrified	the	children	will	be	hurt"	(Lines	141-
146).Remember	that	originally	Medea	was	written	in	Classical	Greek.	Therefore,	what	might	be	considered	natural	speech	to	us	may	be	different	than	what	was	the	natural	speech	to	Classical	Greeks.	However,	modern	translations	of	Medea	do	try	to	mimic	modern	natural	speech	to	match	how	Euripides	would've	wanted	the	words	spoken,	such	as
the	lines	spoken	by	Medea	above.In	addition,	Euripides's	realism	can	be	found	in	the	characterization	of	the	characters	as	insecure,	conflict-ridden	people	rather	than	the	more	confident	and	resolute	characters	that	appeared	in	contemporary	plays	by	Sophocles	and	Aeschylus.	There	are	many	times	throughout	the	play	in	which	Medea	doubts	her
plans	or	is	riddled	with	anxiety	about	executing	her	plans.	She	is	emotional	and	distressed	for	the	majority	of	the	play.Euripides	also	implements	the	rhetorical	device	known	as	Pathos.Pathos:	Appealing	to	the	emotions	of	an	audience	and	stirring	feelings	they	may	already	have	within	them.	Euripides	wants	the	audience	to	sympathize	with	Medea's
condition.	He	uses	pathos	to	appeal	to	our	emotional	senses	and	connect	with	her.	The	most	famous	use	of	Pathos	in	Medea	is	Medea's	soliloquy	right	before	she	murders	her	children.A	soliloquy	is	when	a	character	speaks	their	thoughts	out	loud	regardless	of	whether	it	is	heard	by	anyone	else.	Dont	play	the	coward.	Dont	remember	now	how	much
you	love	them,	how	you	gave	them	life.For	this	short	day	forget	they	are	your	children	and	mourn	them	later.	Although	you	kill	them,still	you	loved	them.	As	a	woman,	Im	so	sad"	(Lines	1464-1475)The	audience	is	meant	to	feel	as	heartbroken	as	Medea	does	as	she	is	about	to	kill	her	children.	She	has	to	muster	the	strength	to	do	so.	Pathos	can	be
found	throughout	this	excerpt	and	especially	when	she	states	that	as	a	woman,	she	is	so	sad.Euripides's	play	Medea	was	first	performed	in	431	BCE	during	a	festival	dedicated	to	Dionysus.	Three	tragedians	competed	against	each	other	with	three	tragedies	and	one	satyr	play.A	satyr	play	was	a	type	of	theatrical	performance	that	combined	elements
of	both	comedy	and	tragedy.	They	were	performed	in	honor	of	the	god	Dionysus	and	often	included	the	comedic	character	of	a	satyr.	A	satyr	in	Greek	art	was	depicted	as	a	man	with	the	ears	and	tail	of	a	goat,	and	the	satyr	was	often	a	drunken,	lustful,	and	chaotic	character.	Medea	was	one	of	Euripides's	entries,	and	he	got	last	place	in	the
competition.	Euripides	could	have	lost	for	many	different	reasons	including	his	choice	of	theme	that	involved	a	foreign,	female	protagonist	or	that	Aeschylus	and	Sophocles	were	reigning	champions	of	the	competition	and	were	hard	to	defeat.	Throughout	the	play,	Medea	is	seen	criticizing	the	society	she	lives	in	which	is	heavily	male	dominant.	Medea
has	fulfilled	the	role	of	a	dutiful	wife	and	mother.	She	sacrificed	her	family	to	aid	Jason	to	obtain	the	Golden	Fleece.	However,	she	is	left	abandoned	and	betrayed	by	the	one	she	sacrificed	everything	for.	She	then	refuses	to	conform	to	societal	expectations.	Euripides	does	portray	her	suffering	under	the	patriarchal	oppression	of	her	society	with
sympathy.we	women	are	the	most	unfortunate.First,	we	need	a	husband,	someone	we	getfor	an	excessive	price.	He	then	becomesthe	ruler	of	our	bodies.	And	this	misfortuneadds	still	more	troubles	to	the	grief	we	have.Then	comes	the	crucial	struggle:	this	husbandwe	have	selected,	is	he	good	or	bad?	For	a	divorce	loses	women	all	respect,yet	we	cant
refuse	to	take	a	husband"	(Lines	264-272).In	this	excerpt,	we	see	how	sharply	Medea	criticizes	the	society	in	which	she	lives.	She	is	speaking	to	the	chorus	who	represent	the	women	of	Corinth.	She	points	out	how	men	may	choose	to	do	as	they	wish,	but	women	will	always	be	under	the	rule	of	a	man.	The	consequences	of	a	man's	actions,	such	as
Jason's,	affect	the	woman	more	severely	than	it	does	the	man.Athenian	society	in	the	5th	century	BCE	was	deeply	distrustful	of	foreigners,	calling	them	barbarians.	Usually,	foreigners	were	depicted	as	uneducated,	wild,	and	violent.	Medea,	who	is	considered	a	foreigner,	displays	characteristics	that	both	contradict	the	stereotype	of	a	barbarian	and
fall	into	the	stereotype.	Medea	is	highly	intelligent	and	plays	the	main	role	of	a	tragic	heroine,	which	was	not	seen	before	in	Greek	tragedies.	However,	the	violent	and	passionate	revenge	that	Medea	takes	on	Jason	results	in	the	death	of	Glauce,	King	Creon,	and	her	children.	This	shows	that	she	is	a	foreigner	and	not	like	the	rest	of	the	Corinthians.
The	Corinthian	women's	voices	are	heard	in	the	chorus	and	they	display	this	distrust	for	foreigners	right	before	Medea	kills	her	children:You	hard	and	wretched	woman,just	like	stone	or	ironto	kill	your	children,	ones	you	bore	yourself,	sealing	their	fate	with	your	own	hands"	(Lines	1517-1521).Medea	(431	BCE)	is	a	play	by	the	Greek	Tragedian
Euripides	written	during	Athens'	Golden	Age.	It	was	written	for	the	Dionysiac	festival	competition	in	431	BCE	along	with	two	other	Tragic	Dramas	and	a	Satyr	Play.	Euripides	won	last	place.	Medea	follows	the	story	of	Medea,	a	sorceress,	whose	husband,	Jason,	left	her	and	her	children	to	remarry	Glauce,	the	daughter	of	King	Creon	and	it	explores	the
themes	of	the	female	protagonist	and	barbarianism.Medea	plots	her	revenge	full	of	passion	and	distress.	Her	revenge	results	in	the	murder	of	Glauce,	King	Creon,	and	infamously	her	two	children.	The	play	differs	from	other	Greek	Tragedies	for	its	unique	experimentation	with	pathos,	realism,	and	the	use	of	monologues	rather	than	prologues.	Medea
explores	the	themes	of	the	female	protagonist	and	barbarianism.	Medeawas	written	by	Euripides.	Why	did	Medea	kill	her	children?	Medea	kills	her	children	to	get	revenge	on	Jason	for	abandoning	her	and	her	children	in	order	to	marry	another	woman.	Medea	was	written	in	431	BCE.	Medea	falls	under	the	Greek	Tragedy	genre.	What	is	the	story	of
Medea?	Medea	follows	the	story	of	Medea,	a	sorceress,	whose	husband,	Jason,	left	her	and	her	children	to	remarry	Glauce,	the	daughter	of	King	Creon.	Medea	plots	her	revenge	full	of	passion	and	distress.	Her	revenge	results	in	the	murder	of	Glauce,	King	Creon,	and	infamously	her	two	children.	Save	Article	At	StudySmarter,	we	have	created	a
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Medea	for	a	5th	century	BCE	Athenian	audience	during	what	is	known	as	the	Golden	Age	of	Athens.	During	Euripides's	childhood,	he	would've	witnessed	the	victory	of	Athens	over	the	Persian	invasion.	Athens	also	gained	political	independence	and	dominancy	over	the	Mediterranean.	With	political	stability	and	a	growing	economy,	Athenian	art	and
literature	flourished	resulting	in	the	growth	of	the	Greek	Tragic	Drama	led	by	Euripides,	Aeschylus,	and	Sophocles.	Medea	by	Euripides	was	a	play	that	subtly	questioned	Athenian	morals.	Athens's	golden	age	ended	in	406	BCE	when	Sparta	was	defeated	in	Athens	in	the	Peloponnesian	War.	Medea	was	written	during	Athens's	Golden	Age,
Pixabay.When	the	play	begins,	Jason,	Medea's	husband,	has	just	left	her	and	their	two	children.	Jason	has	a	desire	to	marry	Glauce,	who	is	the	daughter	of	the	king	of	Corinth:	King	Creon.	By	marrying	Glauce,	Jason	can	raise	his	social	standing.	As	told	by	a	nurse	outside	the	palace,	Jason	and	Medea	went	through	many	obstacles	that	led	them	to	find
refuge	in	Corinth.Medea	was	the	princess	of	Colchis.	She	used	her	powers	as	a	sorceress,	or	a	witch,	to	help	Jason	secure	the	Golden	Fleece.	They	fell	in	love.	While	fleeing	her	homeland,	she	killed	her	brother	to	slow	down	those	pursuing	her.	While	in	Iolcus,	Jason's	home,	she	convinced	the	daughters	of	Pelias,	the	King,	to	murder	him.	Jason	and
Medea	are	exiled	to	Corinth	for	their	actions.Corinth	is	where	they	established	their	family	and	gained	respect	from	the	local	people.	When	Jason	decided	to	abandon	Medea	and	their	children,	Medea	was	devastated.	She	cursed	her	existence	and	that	of	her	children.	If	the	name	Jason	sounds	familiar	to	you	that's	because	he	has	his	own	cycle	of
mythological	tales.	Jason	was	the	leader	of	the	Argonauts,	a	band	of	50	heroes,	charged	with	obtaining	the	Golden	Fleece	which	belonged	to	Jason's	father,	King	Aeson	of	lolcus.King	Creon	is	afraid	Medea	will	seek	revenge	for	Jason's	actions	so	he	banishes	her	and	her	children	from	Corinth.	Medea	begs	for	mercy	and	asks	for	one	more	day	before
she	has	to	leave.	She	is	given	one	day	and	Medea	immediately	begins	to	plan	how	she	will	seek	justice.	She	contemplates	murdering	Jason,	King	Creon,	and	Glauce.	Jason	tells	Medea	she	is	overreacting	and	that	she	is	making	her	and	the	children	vulnerable	in	the	public	eye.	He	tries	to	defend	his	reasoning	for	marrying	Glauce	by	stating	it	is	in
everyone's	better	interest.	He	offers	to	help	Medea,	but	she	refuses.	King	Aegeus	of	Athens	coincidentally	shows	up	in	Corinth	and	offers	Medea	refuge	in	his	home	city.	In	exchange	he	requests	Medea,	who	is	a	sorceress,	to	provide	him	with	information	about	which	drugs	will	cure	his	sterility.	Medea	is	emboldened	now	that	she	has	a	place	to	seek
refuge	and	continues	to	plan	her	revenge.	Her	revenge	plot	now	includes	murdering	her	own	children.	She	justifies	infanticide	by	stating	it	will	make	Jason	suffer	so	much,	that	the	satisfaction	she	will	feel	will	outweigh	the	pain	of	losing	her	children.	Medea	pretends	to	sympathize	with	Jason.	She	offers	Glauce	a	gift	of	a	coronet	and	a	dress	which	she
hopes	will	persuade	King	Creon	to	let	Medea's	children	stay	in	Corinth.	However,	the	gift	Medea	gave	to	Glauce	is	poisoned,	which	kills	Glauce.	King	Creon	is	so	distraught	by	the	death	of	his	daughter,	that	he	embraces	her	poisoned	body	and	dies	alongside	her.	When	a	messenger	provides	information	about	the	deaths,	Medea	barely	reacts.	Earlier
as	she	contemplated	the	death	of	her	children,	she	was	anxious	and	tense.	However	now	she	is	ready	and	confident	about	her	plans	which	are	protested	by	the	chorus.	In	Classical	Greek	drama,	the	chorus	was	made	up	of	a	group	of	actors	whose	purpose	was	to	provide	commentary	about	the	main	action	or	character	in	the	play.	They	would	provide
commentary	through	song,	dance,	and	recitation.	Medea	murders	her	children.	Her	grandfather,	Helios,	the	Sun	God,	provides	Medea	with	a	chariot	pulled	by	a	dragon	which	allows	her	to	escape	the	scene.	Jason	is	left	to	suffer	down	below.	Jason	lost	everything	he	valued	and	the	play	closes	with	his	tragic	state.Below	are	the	key	characters	in	the
play	Medea	by	Euripides.	Medea	is	the	Tragic	Heroine	of	the	play	Medea,	Pixabay.CharacterRole/PurposeQuoteMedeaThe	protagonist.	Medea	is	a	sorceress	and	Princess	who	has	just	been	abandoned	by	her	husband	Jason.	Medea's	emotional	state	intensifies	from	despair	to	rage	throughout	the	play	which	leads	her	to	revenge.	This	includes	the
murder	of	the	King,	his	daughter,	and	her	two	children	she	has	with	Jason.	"In	other	thingsa	woman	may	be	timidin	watching	battlesor	seeing	steel,	but	when	she's	hurt	in	love,her	marriage	violated,	there's	no	heart	more	desperate	for	blood	than	hers"	(Lines	303-307).JasonJason	abandons	his	wife,	Medea,	and	their	two	children	to	marry	Princess
Glauce.	He	wishes	to	advance	his	social	standing.	His	actions	lead	Medea	to	take	revenge	on	him	through	murder.	Jason	is	an	unsympathetic	character	who	values	his	own	self-interest	above	anyone	else."As	for	your	complaints	about	this	marriage,I'll	show	you	that	in	this	I'm	being	wise,	and	moderate,	and	very	friendly	to	you,and	to	my	children.	You
must	have	patience"	(Lines	649-652).King	CreonThe	king	of	Corinth	who	exiles	Medea	from	Corinth.	He	famously	kills	himself	by	embracing	the	dead	body	of	his	poisoned	daughter.	"What	you	say	sounds	comforting	enough,	but	I'm	still	afraid	that	heart	of	yours	is	planning	something	evil.	At	this	point,	I	trust	you	even	less	than	previously"	(Lines	371-
374)	GlauceJason's	new	bride	and	the	daughter	of	King	Creon.	She	is	considered	very	beautiful	and	young	causing	Medea	to	feel	angry	with	jealousy.	"Come,	children,	take	up	these	wedding	gifts	and	carry	themas	offerings	to	the	happy	royal	bride.	What	she's	getting	will	be	worthy	of	her"	(Spoken	by	Medea,	Lines	1121-1124).Children	The	innocent
and	naive	children	of	Medea	and	Jason	who	Medea	murders.	Their	innocent	death	was	used	to	take	revenge	on	Jason	and	make	him	suffer.	Euripides	doesn't	include	the	name	of	the	children,	but	in	other	versions	of	the	myth,	the	names	and	number	of	children	differ.	"Oh,	my	children,	why	are	you	looking	at	me	in	that	way?Why	smile	at	methat	last
smile	of	yours?Alas,	what	shall	I	do?	You	women	here,my	heart	gives	way	when	I	see	those	eyes,my	children's	smiling	eyes"	(Spoken	by	Medea,	Lines	1222-1227)King	AegeusThe	King	of	Athens	offers	Medea	refuge	in	Athens	as	long	as	she	provides	him	with	drugs	that	will	cure	his	sterility.	His	offer	is	what	emboldens	Medea	to	carry	out	her	revenge
plot.	"If	you	can	reach	my	household	on	your	own,you	may	stay	there	in	safety.	Rest	assuredI	won't	surrender	you	to	anyone.But	you	must	make	your	own	escape	from	here.I	don't	want	my	hosts	finding	fault	with	me"	(Lines	863-868)ChorusThe	women	of	Corinth	whose	purpose	is	to	provide	commentary	on	the	action	of	the	play.	They	sympathize	with
Medea	until	she	murders	her	children.	How	will	this	city	of	sacred	streams,	this	land	of	strolling	lovers,welcome	youa	killer,who	slaughtered	her	own	children,	an	unholy	womanamong	its	people?	Consider	thisthe	killing	of	your	children.Consider	the	murder	you	are	going	to	do.	By	your	knees	we	beg	you,in	every	way	we	know,do	not	slaughter	your
own	children"	(Lines	995-1005).Medea	is	an	example	of	Classical	Greek	Tragedy.	Greek	Tragedy	first	appeared	in	Athens	in	the	5th	century	BCE.	Tragedians,	like	Euripides,	took	traditional	stories	and	myths	with	tragic	endings	and	turned	them	into	plays	that	explored	themes	involving	human	nature.Greek	tragedies	evolved	from	Satyr	dithyramb,	a
type	of	hymn,	which	was	sung	alongside	dancing	in	honor	of	the	god	Dionysus.Euripides	was	known	for	his	experimentation	with	the	genre	of	Greek	Tragedy.	These	experimentations	can	be	found	in	the	writing	of	Medea.	Euripides	highlighted	the	emotions	and	feelings	of	the	characters	as	a	way	to	enhance	the	tragic	tone	of	the	plot.O	now	my
sufferings	will	kill	me.	Its	over.My	enemies	have	set	full	sail	against	me,and	theres	no	way	I	can	avert	disaster"	(Lines	333-338).	This	is	an	example	of	how	Euripides	focused	on	the	emotion	of	the	characters.	In	this	line	spoken	by	Medea	to	King	Creon,	who	is	banishing	her,	we	see	the	distress	she	is	going	through.	Her	emotional	state	is	so	distraught
she	feels	it	will	kill	her.Euripides	also	used	monologues	extensively,	rather	than	the	traditional	prologues,	to	provide	background	into	the	past	of	Jason	and	Medea.Monologue:	A	long	speech	spoken	by	an	actor	in	a	play	that	provides	some	sort	of	insight	into	the	main	theme	of	the	play.Prologue:	An	introduction	to	a	piece	of	literature	that	has	a
separate	section	in	the	beginning.	For	example,	we	learn	about	how	Medea	helped	Jason	obtain	the	Golden	Fleece,	including	Medea's	murder	of	her	brother	and	Jason's	murder	of	King	Pelias,	in	a	monologue	spoken	by	Medea's	nurse	(Lines	1-55).	In	this	monologue,	we	are	also	provided	with	the	framework	of	the	story.	In	it,	we	learn	that	Jason	has
left	Medea	and	her	two	children	and	that	Medea	is	distraught.	Monologues	are	a	great	tool	used	by	playwrights,	such	as	Euripides,	to	provide	important	context	without	spending	too	much	time	explaining	it	either	in	dialogue	or	in	an	introductory	section.Another	key	aspect	of	Euripide's	writing	style	in	Medea	is	the	use	of	realism	in	his	writing.	The
dialogue	between	characters	mirrored	the	natural	flow	of	speech	rather	than	the	traditional	use	of	rhyme	and	meter.	He	used	plain	style	writing	to	achieve	this	by	avoiding	heightened,	pompous	language.Why	link	your	children	with	the	nasty	thingstheir	fathers	done?	Why	do	you	hate	them	so?Im	terrified	the	children	will	be	hurt"	(Lines	141-
146).Remember	that	originally	Medea	was	written	in	Classical	Greek.	Therefore,	what	might	be	considered	natural	speech	to	us	may	be	different	than	what	was	the	natural	speech	to	Classical	Greeks.	However,	modern	translations	of	Medea	do	try	to	mimic	modern	natural	speech	to	match	how	Euripides	would've	wanted	the	words	spoken,	such	as
the	lines	spoken	by	Medea	above.In	addition,	Euripides's	realism	can	be	found	in	the	characterization	of	the	characters	as	insecure,	conflict-ridden	people	rather	than	the	more	confident	and	resolute	characters	that	appeared	in	contemporary	plays	by	Sophocles	and	Aeschylus.	There	are	many	times	throughout	the	play	in	which	Medea	doubts	her
plans	or	is	riddled	with	anxiety	about	executing	her	plans.	She	is	emotional	and	distressed	for	the	majority	of	the	play.Euripides	also	implements	the	rhetorical	device	known	as	Pathos.Pathos:	Appealing	to	the	emotions	of	an	audience	and	stirring	feelings	they	may	already	have	within	them.	Euripides	wants	the	audience	to	sympathize	with	Medea's
condition.	He	uses	pathos	to	appeal	to	our	emotional	senses	and	connect	with	her.	The	most	famous	use	of	Pathos	in	Medea	is	Medea's	soliloquy	right	before	she	murders	her	children.A	soliloquy	is	when	a	character	speaks	their	thoughts	out	loud	regardless	of	whether	it	is	heard	by	anyone	else.	Dont	play	the	coward.	Dont	remember	now	how	much
you	love	them,	how	you	gave	them	life.For	this	short	day	forget	they	are	your	children	and	mourn	them	later.	Although	you	kill	them,still	you	loved	them.	As	a	woman,	Im	so	sad"	(Lines	1464-1475)The	audience	is	meant	to	feel	as	heartbroken	as	Medea	does	as	she	is	about	to	kill	her	children.	She	has	to	muster	the	strength	to	do	so.	Pathos	can	be
found	throughout	this	excerpt	and	especially	when	she	states	that	as	a	woman,	she	is	so	sad.Euripides's	play	Medea	was	first	performed	in	431	BCE	during	a	festival	dedicated	to	Dionysus.	Three	tragedians	competed	against	each	other	with	three	tragedies	and	one	satyr	play.A	satyr	play	was	a	type	of	theatrical	performance	that	combined	elements
of	both	comedy	and	tragedy.	They	were	performed	in	honor	of	the	god	Dionysus	and	often	included	the	comedic	character	of	a	satyr.	A	satyr	in	Greek	art	was	depicted	as	a	man	with	the	ears	and	tail	of	a	goat,	and	the	satyr	was	often	a	drunken,	lustful,	and	chaotic	character.	Medea	was	one	of	Euripides's	entries,	and	he	got	last	place	in	the
competition.	Euripides	could	have	lost	for	many	different	reasons	including	his	choice	of	theme	that	involved	a	foreign,	female	protagonist	or	that	Aeschylus	and	Sophocles	were	reigning	champions	of	the	competition	and	were	hard	to	defeat.	Throughout	the	play,	Medea	is	seen	criticizing	the	society	she	lives	in	which	is	heavily	male	dominant.	Medea
has	fulfilled	the	role	of	a	dutiful	wife	and	mother.	She	sacrificed	her	family	to	aid	Jason	to	obtain	the	Golden	Fleece.	However,	she	is	left	abandoned	and	betrayed	by	the	one	she	sacrificed	everything	for.	She	then	refuses	to	conform	to	societal	expectations.	Euripides	does	portray	her	suffering	under	the	patriarchal	oppression	of	her	society	with
sympathy.we	women	are	the	most	unfortunate.First,	we	need	a	husband,	someone	we	getfor	an	excessive	price.	He	then	becomesthe	ruler	of	our	bodies.	And	this	misfortuneadds	still	more	troubles	to	the	grief	we	have.Then	comes	the	crucial	struggle:	this	husbandwe	have	selected,	is	he	good	or	bad?	For	a	divorce	loses	women	all	respect,yet	we	cant
refuse	to	take	a	husband"	(Lines	264-272).In	this	excerpt,	we	see	how	sharply	Medea	criticizes	the	society	in	which	she	lives.	She	is	speaking	to	the	chorus	who	represent	the	women	of	Corinth.	She	points	out	how	men	may	choose	to	do	as	they	wish,	but	women	will	always	be	under	the	rule	of	a	man.	The	consequences	of	a	man's	actions,	such	as
Jason's,	affect	the	woman	more	severely	than	it	does	the	man.Athenian	society	in	the	5th	century	BCE	was	deeply	distrustful	of	foreigners,	calling	them	barbarians.	Usually,	foreigners	were	depicted	as	uneducated,	wild,	and	violent.	Medea,	who	is	considered	a	foreigner,	displays	characteristics	that	both	contradict	the	stereotype	of	a	barbarian	and
fall	into	the	stereotype.	Medea	is	highly	intelligent	and	plays	the	main	role	of	a	tragic	heroine,	which	was	not	seen	before	in	Greek	tragedies.	However,	the	violent	and	passionate	revenge	that	Medea	takes	on	Jason	results	in	the	death	of	Glauce,	King	Creon,	and	her	children.	This	shows	that	she	is	a	foreigner	and	not	like	the	rest	of	the	Corinthians.
The	Corinthian	women's	voices	are	heard	in	the	chorus	and	they	display	this	distrust	for	foreigners	right	before	Medea	kills	her	children:You	hard	and	wretched	woman,just	like	stone	or	ironto	kill	your	children,	ones	you	bore	yourself,	sealing	their	fate	with	your	own	hands"	(Lines	1517-1521).Medea	(431	BCE)	is	a	play	by	the	Greek	Tragedian



Euripides	written	during	Athens'	Golden	Age.	It	was	written	for	the	Dionysiac	festival	competition	in	431	BCE	along	with	two	other	Tragic	Dramas	and	a	Satyr	Play.	Euripides	won	last	place.	Medea	follows	the	story	of	Medea,	a	sorceress,	whose	husband,	Jason,	left	her	and	her	children	to	remarry	Glauce,	the	daughter	of	King	Creon	and	it	explores	the
themes	of	the	female	protagonist	and	barbarianism.Medea	plots	her	revenge	full	of	passion	and	distress.	Her	revenge	results	in	the	murder	of	Glauce,	King	Creon,	and	infamously	her	two	children.	The	play	differs	from	other	Greek	Tragedies	for	its	unique	experimentation	with	pathos,	realism,	and	the	use	of	monologues	rather	than	prologues.	Medea
explores	the	themes	of	the	female	protagonist	and	barbarianism.	Medeawas	written	by	Euripides.	Why	did	Medea	kill	her	children?	Medea	kills	her	children	to	get	revenge	on	Jason	for	abandoning	her	and	her	children	in	order	to	marry	another	woman.	Medea	was	written	in	431	BCE.	Medea	falls	under	the	Greek	Tragedy	genre.	What	is	the	story	of
Medea?	Medea	follows	the	story	of	Medea,	a	sorceress,	whose	husband,	Jason,	left	her	and	her	children	to	remarry	Glauce,	the	daughter	of	King	Creon.	Medea	plots	her	revenge	full	of	passion	and	distress.	Her	revenge	results	in	the	murder	of	Glauce,	King	Creon,	and	infamously	her	two	children.	Save	Article	At	StudySmarter,	we	have	created	a
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understand	the	events	of	Medea,	needs	to	be	familiar	with	the	legends	and	myths	on	which	the	play	is	based.	Medea	was	of	a	people	at	the	far	edge	of	the	Black	Sea;	for	the	Greeks	of	Euripides'	time,	this	was	the	edge	of	the	known	world.	She	was	a	powerful	sorceress,	princess	of	Colchis,	and	a	granddaughter	of	the	sun	god	Helias.	Jason,	a	great
Greek	hero	and	captain	of	the	Argonauts,	led	his	crew	to	Colchis	in	search	of	the	Golden	Fleece.	King	Aeetes,	lord	of	Colchis	and	Medea's	father,	kept	the	Fleece	under	guard.	A	sorcerer	himself,	he	was	a	formidable	opponent.	This	legend	takes	place	quite	early	in	the	chronology	of	Greek	myth.	The	story	is	set	after	the	ascent	of	Zeus,	King	of	the
gods,	but	is	still	near	the	beginning	of	his	reign;	Helias,	the	ancient	sun	god	before	Apollo's	coming,	is	Medea's	grandfather.	Jason's	voyage	with	the	Argonauts	predates	the	Trojan	War,	and	represents	the	first	naval	assault	by	the	Greeks	against	an	Eastern	people.	The	traps	set	by	Aeetes	made	the	Golden	Fleece	all	but	impossible	to	obtain.	By
Medea's	aid,	Jason	overcame	these	obstacles,	and	Medea	herself	killed	the	giant	serpent	that	guarded	the	Fleece.	Then,	to	buy	time	during	their	escape,	Medea	killed	her	own	brother	and	tossed	the	pieces	of	his	corpse	behind	the	Argo	as	they	sailed	for	Greece.	Her	father,	grief-stricken	by	his	son's	death	and	his	daughter's	treachery,	had	to	slow	his
pursuit	of	the	Argo	so	he	could	collect	the	pieces	of	his	son's	body	for	burial.	Medea	and	Jason	returned	to	his	hereditary	kingdom	of	Iolcus.	Jason's	father	had	died,	and	his	uncle	Pelias	sat,	without	right,	on	the	throne.	Medea,	to	help	Jason,	convinced	Pelias'	daughters	that	she	knew	a	way	to	restore	the	old	king's	youth.	He	would	have	to	be	killed,	cut
into	pieces,	and	then	put	together	and	restored	to	youth	by	Medea's	magic.	The	unwitting	daughters	did	as	Medea	asked,	but	the	sorceress	then	explained	that	she	couldn't	really	bring	Pelias	back	to	life.	Rather	than	win	Jason	his	throne,	this	move	forced	Jason,	Medea,	and	their	children	into	exile.	Finally,	they	settled	in	Corinth,	where	Jason
eventually	took	a	new	bride.	The	action	of	the	play	begins	here,	soon	after	Medea	learns	of	Jason's	treachery.	A	Nurse	enters,	speaking	of	the	sorrows	facing	Medea's	family.	She	is	joined	by	the	Tutor	and	the	children;	they	discuss	Jason's	betrayal	of	Medea.	The	Nurse	fears	for	everyone's	safety:	she	knows	the	violence	of	Medea's	heart.	The	Tutor
brings	the	children	back	into	the	house.	The	Chorus	of	Corinthian	women	enters,	full	of	sympathy	for	Medea.	They	ask	the	Nurse	to	bring	Medea	out	so	that	they	might	comfort	her;	the	unfortunate	woman's	cries	can	be	heard	even	outside	the	house.	The	Nurse	complies.	Medea	emerges	from	her	home,	bewailing	the	harshness	with	which	Fate
handles	women.	She	announces	her	intention	to	seek	revenge.	She	asks	the	Chorus,	as	follow	women,	to	aid	her	by	keeping	silent.	The	Chorus	vows.	Creon	(not	to	be	confused	with	the	Creon	of	Sophocles'	Theban	cycle),	king	of	Corinth	and	Jason's	new	father-in-law,	enters	and	tells	Medea	that	she	is	banished.	She	and	her	children	must	leave	Corinth
immediately.	Medea	begs	for	mercy,	and	she	is	granted	a	reprieve	of	one	day.	The	old	king	leaves,	and	Medea	tells	the	Chorus	that	one	day	is	all	she	needs	to	get	her	revenge.	Jason	enters,	condescending	and	smug.	He	scolds	Medea	for	her	loose	tongue,	telling	her	that	her	exile	is	her	own	fault.	Husband	and	wife	bicker	bitterly,	Medea	accusing
Jason	of	cowardice,	reminding	him	of	all	that	she	has	done	for	him,	and	condemning	him	for	his	faithlessness.	Jason	rationalizes	all	of	his	actions,	with	neatly	enumerated	arguments.	Although	he	seems	to	have	convinced	himself,	to	most	audience	members	Jason	comes	off	as	smug	and	spineless.	He	offers	Medea	money	and	aid	in	her	exile,	but	she
proudly	refuses.	Jason	exits.	Aegeus,	king	of	Athens	and	old	friend	of	Medea's,	enters.	Aegeus	is	childless.	Medea	tells	him	of	her	problems,	and	asks	for	safe	haven	in	Athens.	She	offers	to	help	him	to	have	a	child;	she	has	thorough	knowledge	of	drugs	and	medicines.	Aegeus	eagerly	agrees.	If	Medea	can	reach	Athens,	he	will	protect	her.	Medea
makes	the	old	king	vow	by	all	the	gods.	With	her	security	certain,	Medea	tells	the	Chorus	of	her	plans.	She	will	kill	Jason's	new	bride	and	father-in-law	by	the	aid	of	poisoned	gifts.	To	make	her	revenge	complete,	she	will	kill	her	children	to	wound	Jason	and	to	protect	them	from	counter-revenge	by	Creon's	allies	and	friends.	Many	scholars	now	believe
that	the	murder	of	Medea's	children	was	Euripides'	addition	to	the	myth;	in	older	versions,	the	children	were	killed	by	Creon's	friends	in	revenge	for	the	death	of	the	king	and	princess.	The	Chorus	begs	Medea	to	reconsider	these	plans,	but	Medea	insists	that	her	revenge	must	be	complete.	Jason	enters	again,	and	Medea	adapts	a	conciliatory	tone.
She	begs	him	to	allow	the	children	to	stay	in	Corinth.	She	also	has	the	children	bring	gifts	to	the	Corinthian	princess.	Jason	is	pleased	by	this	change	of	heart.	The	Tutor	soon	returns	with	the	children,	telling	Medea	that	the	gifts	have	been	received.	Medea	then	waits	anxiously	for	news	from	the	palace.	She	speaks	lovingly	to	her	children,	in	a	scene
that	is	both	moving	and	chilling,	even	as	she	steels	herself	so	that	she	can	kill	them.	She	has	a	moment	of	hesitation,	but	she	overcomes	it.	There	is	no	room	for	compromise.	A	messenger	comes	bringing	the	awaited	news.	The	poisoned	dress	and	diadem	have	worked:	the	princess	is	dead.	When	Creon	saw	his	daughter's	corpse,	he	embraced	her	body.
The	poison	then	worked	against	him.	The	deaths	were	brutal	and	terrifying.	Both	daughter	and	father	died	in	excruciating	pain,	and	the	bodies	were	barely	recognizable.	Medea	now	prepares	to	kill	her	children.	She	rushes	into	the	house	with	a	shriek.	We	hear	the	children's	screams	from	inside	the	house;	the	Chorus	considers	interfering,	but	in	the
end	does	nothing.	Jason	re-enters	with	soldiers.	He	fears	for	the	children's	safety,	because	he	knows	Creon's	friends	will	seek	revenge;	he	has	come	to	take	the	children	under	guard.	The	Chorus	sorrowfully	informs	Jason	that	his	children	are	dead.	Jason	now	orders	his	guards	to	break	the	doors	down,	so	that	he	can	take	his	revenge	against	his	wife
for	these	atrocities.	Medea	appears	above	the	palace,	in	a	chariot	drawn	by	dragons.	She	has	the	children's	corpses	with	her.	She	mocks	Jason	pitilessly,	foretelling	an	embarrassing	death	for	him;	she	also	refuses	to	give	him	the	bodies.	Jason	bickers	with	his	wife	one	last	time,	each	blaming	the	other	for	what	has	happened.	There	is	nothing	Jason	can
do;	with	the	aid	of	her	chariot,	Medea	will	escape	to	Athens.	The	Chorus	closes	the	play,	musing	on	the	terrible	unpredictability	of	fate.
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