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The	World	Bank	is	supporting	Ethiopia	to	address	fragility	and	enhance	resilience	by	emphasizing	social	inclusion,	institutional	development,	economic	opportunities,	job	creation,	and	service	delivery.	Key	priorities	include	supporting	home-grown	reforms	to	transition	Ethiopia	to	a	more	inclusive	economy	where	the	private	sector	plays	a	significant
role	in	growth.	Ethiopia	has	a	long	history	of	dynasties	and	emperors,	dating	back	to	before	the	Middle	Ages.	The	country	went	to	war	for	the	second	time	with	Italy	in	1936,	which	resulted	in	an	Italian	occupation	until	1941.	This	war	occurred	during	the	reign	of	the	last	emperor,	Haile	Selassie.	He	was	overthrown	by	a	Soviet-backed	military
dictatorship.	Rebel	groups	formed	in	response	to	the	dictatorship,	and	by	1991,	the	Ethiopian	People’s	Revolutionary	Democratic	Front	took	over	the	capital.	This	move	began	what	is	known	as	the	Transitional	Government	of	Ethiopia.	To	oversee	the	government,	the	new	ruling	political	party	created	an	87-seat	Council	of	Representatives,	which	was
made	up	of	several	political	parties.	In	1992	and	1993,	some	of	the	parties	left	the	government.	This	led	to	the	new	Constitution	of	1994.	The	Government	Of	Ethiopia	After	implementing	the	Constitution	of	the	Federal	Democratic	Republic	of	Ethiopia,	the	first	multi-party	election	was	carried	out.	This	resulted	in	the	first	elected	President,	Prime
Minister,	Parliament,	and	regional	legislatures.	Today,	the	government	functions	under	a	federal	parliamentary	republic.	This	system	means	that	the	Prime	Minister	is	the	head	of	government.	Although	the	country	also	has	a	President,	most	of	the	governing	power	is	in	the	hands	of	the	Prime	Minister.	Ethiopia	is	divided	into	9	regional	states.	The
boundaries	of	these	states	are	based	on	ethnic	majorities	in	the	population.	Additionally,	two	cities	enjoy	self-governing	status:	Addis	Ababa	and	Dire	Dawa.	Executive	Branch	Of	The	Government	Of	Ethiopia	The	President	is	Ethiopia's	ceremonial	head	of	state.	The	executive	branch	also	consists	of	the	Council	of	Ministers,	made	up	of	the	Prime
Minister,	the	Deputy	Prime	Minister,	and	other	Ministers	and	members.	The	Council	is	selected	by	the	House	of	People’s	Representatives.	There	are	several	Ministries	that	make	up	the	executive	branch	of	the	government:	Foreign	Affairs,	Agriculture	and	Rural	Development,	Water	Resources,	Health,	and	Environment.	Legislative	Branch	Of	The
Government	Of	Ethiopia	The	legislative	branch,	Parliament,	consists	of	the	108-member	House	of	Federation	and	the	547-member	House	of	People’s	Representatives.	The	public	votes	for	the	House	of	People’s	Representatives;	these	representatives	vote	for	the	President,	who	serves	for	a	6-year	term.	The	Prime	Minister	is	appointed	by	controlling
political	party.	State	assemblies	appoint	members	to	the	House	of	Federation,	who	serve	for	5-year	terms.	Judicial	Branch	Of	The	Government	Of	Ethiopia	The	Prime	Minister	recommends	the	President	and	Vice-President	of	the	Federal	Supreme	Court	to	the	House	of	People’s	Representatives.	This	administrative	body	then	appoints	them	to	the	office.
The	Federal	Judicial	Administrative	Council	selects	candidates	for	federal	judges	and	the	Prime	Minister	then	submits	these	candidates	to	the	House	of	People’s	Representatives	for	appointments.	Political	Environment	In	Ethiopia	Since	2005,	the	country	has	experienced	significant	unrest	and	protesting	by	its	citizens.	The	elections	of	that	year	ended
in	the	losing	party	claiming	fraudulent	voter	activity.	This	held	up	official	results	being	announced.	Political	protesting	and	rioting	broke	out	across	the	capital,	resulting	in	the	deaths	of	68	people	and	hundreds	of	arrests.	International	governments	differed	in	opinions,	with	some	claiming	that	the	elections	had	not	been	fair	and	others	claiming	that
Ethiopia	was	moving	closer	to	democratic	ideals.	Political	Stability	in	Ethiopia	is	vital	for	resilience	amid	global	changes.	Strengthening	institutions	and	fostering	unity	are	key	factors	in	achieving	this	goal.In	recent	years,	Ethiopia	has	faced	political	challenges	that	have	highlighted	the	importance	of	addressing	underlying	issues	to	ensure	long-term
stability.	As	the	country	navigates	through	a	rapidly	changing	world,	building	resilience	will	be	crucial	for	sustainable	development	and	peace.By	focusing	on	addressing	governance	issues,	promoting	inclusivity,	and	fostering	a	culture	of	dialogue,	Ethiopia	can	strengthen	its	political	stability	and	build	a	foundation	for	a	prosperous	future.Challenges
to	Political	StabilityHistorical	ContextEthiopia	has	faced	numerous	challenges	in	maintaining	political	stability	due	to	its	historical	context.	The	country’s	diverse	history,	marked	by	different	ethnic	groups	and	their	tensions,	has	posed	a	significant	obstacle.	The	grievances	and	conflicts	that	have	persisted	over	time	have	threatened	the	stability	of	the
political	system.	However,	recent	reform	progress	has	shown	promise	in	addressing	these	challenges	and	fostering	greater	resilience.Ethnic	Diversity	and	TensionsEthiopia	is	a	country	characterized	by	its	ethnic	diversity,	with	more	than	80	ethnic	groups.	The	tensions	arising	from	this	diversity	have	often	led	to	political	unrest,	as	groups	vie	for
power	and	resources.	These	ethnic	tensions	have	been	a	major	challenge	to	achieving	and	maintaining	political	stability	in	the	country.Reform	ProgressIn	recent	years,	Ethiopia	has	embarked	on	a	path	of	reform	to	address	the	challenges	to	its	political	stability.	The	government	has	implemented	various	reforms,	such	as	opening	up	political	space,
releasing	political	prisoners,	and	initiating	dialogue	with	opposition	groups.	These	efforts	have	led	to	positive	changes	and	have	laid	the	foundation	for	a	more	inclusive	and	resilient	political	system.Political	Stability	in	Ethiopia	is	being	supported	through	inclusive	governance	initiatives,	aimed	at	ensuring	representation	and	participation	of	all
segments	of	society	in	decision-making	processes.	At	the	same	time,	a	focus	on	economic	development	is	driving	efforts	to	create	sustainable	growth	and	reduce	poverty	levels,	ultimately	contributing	to	the	country’s	stability.	Ethiopia’s	international	relations	strategy	is	fostering	partnerships	and	collaborations	on	a	global	scale,	promoting	peace	and
stability	in	the	region.	These	combined	efforts	are	crucial	in	establishing	resilience	and	navigating	the	challenges	posed	by	a	dynamically	changing	world.The	current	leadership	dynamics	in	Ethiopia	play	a	crucial	role	in	maintaining	political	stability.	Effective	strategies	for	unity	are	essential	for	the	resilience	of	the	nation.	However,	public	perception
of	the	leadership	also	significantly	impacts	the	stability	of	the	country.Political	stability	in	Ethiopia	is	crucial	for	building	resilience	in	a	rapidly	changing	world.	Youth	engagement	and	empowerment	play	a	key	role	in	achieving	this	goal.	Understanding	youth	demographics	is	the	first	step	in	formulating	effective	strategies.	Ethiopia	has	a	significant
youth	population,	with	a	large	portion	residing	in	rural	areas.	Education	and	skill	development	programs	are	essential	for	equipping	young	people	with	the	tools	they	need	to	contribute	to	their	communities.	Political	participation	is	another	vital	aspect	of	youth	engagement.	Encouraging	the	active	involvement	of	young	individuals	in	decision-making
processes	empowers	them	to	shape	their	own	futures.	By	investing	in	the	education	and	participation	of	Ethiopia’s	youth,	the	nation	can	lay	a	solid	foundation	for	political	stability	and	resilience,	ensuring	sustainable	growth	and	development.The	role	of	media	is	critical	in	shaping	public	perceptions	and	narratives.	Media	also	faces	challenges	such	as
disinformation	and	propaganda.	Regulatory	frameworks	help	safeguard	the	integrity	of	information	dissemination.In	Ethiopia,	addressing	internal	conflicts	is	crucial	for	political	stability	and	resilience.	Regional	dynamics	play	a	key	role	in	shaping	security	policies.	Efforts	towards	peacebuilding	contribute	to	sustainable	development.Security	and
Conflict	ResolutionRegional	DynamicsInternal	ConflictsPeacebuilding	EffortsEvaluating	international	support	for	political	stability	in	Ethiopia	is	crucial	for	building	resilience	in	a	rapidly	evolving	global	landscape.	Addressing	the	changing	needs	and	challenges	requires	a	collaborative	effort	from	the	international	community	to	foster	lasting	stability
and	progress	in	the	region.Foreign	Aid	ProgramsForeign	aid	programs	play	a	crucial	role	in	supporting	political	stability	in	Ethiopia.	These	programs	provide	much-needed	financial	assistance	to	the	country,	enabling	it	to	improve	its	infrastructure,	strengthen	institutions,	and	bolster	its	economy.	Through	diplomatic	engagement,	Ethiopia	has	been
able	to	foster	alliances	and	partnerships	with	other	nations,	further	enhancing	its	stability.	These	global	partnerships	enable	Ethiopia	to	access	vital	resources,	expertise,	and	knowledge,	which	are	instrumental	in	developing	sustainable	solutions	to	political	challenges.	By	leveraging	international	support,	Ethiopia	can	build	resilience	in	a	rapidly
changing	world,	ensuring	its	stability	and	progress.Sustainability	Factors:	Political	stability	and	economic	development	are	essential	components	for	sustainability	in	Ethiopia.	Additionally,	social	cohesion	and	inclusivity	play	a	crucial	role	in	ensuring	long-term	resilience.Anticipated	Obstacles:	The	country	faces	challenges	such	as	ethnic	tensions,
resource	scarcity,	and	external	pressures.	Addressing	these	obstacles	is	vital	for	the	future	prospects	of	political	stability.Resilience	Building	Strategies:	Establishing	strong	governance	structures,	promoting	dialogue	and	reconciliation,	and	prioritizing	economic	diversification	are	key	strategies	for	building	resilience	in	an	ever-changing	global
environment.Political	stability	in	Ethiopia	has	greatly	improved	in	recent	years,	thanks	to	various	reforms	and	efforts	to	address	social	and	economic	challenges.	The	government	has	implemented	policies	that	promote	inclusivity,	decentralization,	and	the	rule	of	law,	leading	to	a	more	resilient	and	stable	political	environment.Several	key	factors
contribute	to	political	resilience	in	Ethiopia,	including	effective	governance,	strong	institutions,	and	citizen	engagement.	The	government’s	commitment	to	democratic	reforms,	economic	growth,	and	social	development	plays	a	crucial	role	in	building	resilience	and	ensuring	political	stability	in	the	face	of	changing	circumstances.Political	stability	in
Ethiopia	is	a	crucial	factor	in	driving	development	and	attracting	investment.	When	the	country	is	politically	stable,	it	creates	a	favorable	environment	for	economic	growth,	job	creation,	and	social	advancements.	A	stable	political	landscape	is	essential	for	the	long-term	development	and	prosperity	of	the	nation.Political	stability	in	Ethiopia	is	crucial
for	its	resilience	in	a	changing	world.	As	the	country	navigates	challenges,	fostering	strong	leadership	and	effective	governance	will	be	vital.	By	addressing	societal	needs	and	fostering	unity,	Ethiopia	can	strengthen	its	position	on	the	global	stage.With	continued	dedication	and	strategic	planning,	the	nation	can	set	a	strong	foundation	for	its	future
stability	and	growth.	November	2	marks	the	one-year	anniversary	of	the	Pretoria	Agreement	that	ended	one	of	the	world’s	most	deadly	contemporary	conflicts.	The	cessation	of	the	violence	between	the	Ethiopian	government	and	the	Tigray	People’s	Liberation	Front	(TPLF)	bought	time	for	the	leadership	in	Addis	Ababa,	but	the	country’s	fragile
stability	is	still	at	risk.	U.S.	efforts	were	instrumental	in	supporting	the	parties	to	enter	into	the	Pretoria	Agreement,	but	its	continued	engagement	remains	crucial.	With	its	relationship	with	Ethiopia	on	the	mend,	Washington	must	prioritize	supporting	movement	toward	sustainable	peace.	Continued	Troubles	The	respite	the	Pretoria	Agreement	has
provided,	while	welcome,	is	only	partial.	The	postconflict	reconstruction	and	reconciliation	needs	in	northern	Ethiopia	are	immense	and	remain	largely	unmet.	Meanwhile,	the	government	is	grappling	with	multiple	compounding	crises.	In	Ethiopia’s	two	largest	regions,	Oromia	and	Amhara,	the	government	is	facing	increasingly	deadly	conflict	with
armed	groups.	Violence	erupted	in	Amhara	after	the	government	announced	plans	to	absorb	special	forces	in	all	regions	of	Ethiopia	into	the	federal	security	apparatus,	a	move	seen	by	Amhara	elite	as	undermining	their	security	at	a	moment	when	TPLF’s	demobilization	remained	incomplete.	Tensions	had	already	been	rising,	as	the	local	political	elite
blamed	the	government	for	ignoring	Amhara	interests,	including	the	status	of	contested	territories	in	western	and	southern	Tigray	that	they	believe	belong	in	the	Amhara	region.	The	Oromo	Liberation	Army	(OLA)	insurgency	continues	to	destabilize	increasingly	large	portions	of	Oromia,	a	diverse	region	of	approximately	35	million	people	that	was	the
locus	of	the	2014–16	protest	movement.	This	violence	also	distracts	from	the	deeper	drivers	of	instability,	which	include	intra-Oromo	political	competition	and	grievances	of	political	and	economic	marginalization.	The	conflicts	in	Amhara	and	Oromia	have	fueled	polarizing	ethnic	politics	that	have	begun	to	deteriorate	societal	relations	between
Ethiopia’s	largest	ethnic	groups.	Ethiopia’s	struggling	economy	will	require	substantial	reform	to	unlock	an	IMF	deal	that	could	help	with	stability.	Humanitarian	needs	due	to	conflict	and	climate	shocks	are	at	historic	highs,	with	more	than	20	million	requiring	assistance	with	food,	shelter,	medical	care,	and	more.	Corruption	and	other	governance
deficiencies	are	rampant,	as	evidenced	by	a	vast	aid	diversion	scheme	that	led	to	the	halting	of	U.S.	food	aid	in	May—a	pause	that	remains	in	place,	except	for	assistance	to	refugees.	Ethiopians	continue	to	suffer	the	physical	and	psychological	wounds	of	war	as	well	as	economic	hardship.	Ethiopian	Government’s	Approach	The	Ethiopian	government’s
central	concerns	are	maintaining	territorial	integrity	and	regime	stability,	enticing	foreign	investment	to	revive	its	homegrown	economic	reform,	and	expanding	its	regional	and	global	role.	In	response	to	its	internal	security	threats,	the	government	has	proven	unable	to	adequately	respond	to	violent	movements	that	are	rooted	in	historic	grievance,
marginalization,	and	fundamental	disagreements	over	the	distribution	of	power	and	the	structure	of	the	state.	In	response	to	nonstate	armed	groups	such	as	the	OLA,	the	government	has	prioritized	an	over-securitized	response,	executed	with	impunity.	Security	operations	often	result	in	human	rights	abuses,	including	extrajudicial	killings,	civilian
casualties,	and	arbitrary	arrest.	They	have	reportedly	employed	the	use	of	drones	and	also	enact	blanket	internet	and	electricity	shutdowns	in	areas	affected	by	conflict.	The	Ethiopian	government	has	opened	the	door	to	dialogue	to	address	political	differences	underpinning	these	conflicts,	with	little	success.	The	Pretoria	Agreement	and	the
implementation	of	several	key	components	indicate	the	government	is	capable	of	pursuing	political	solutions.	Whether	it	is	willing	to	pursue	a	similar	path	to	resolve	the	conflicts	in	Oromia	and	Amhara	remains	unclear.	The	Long	Path	to	Peace	and	Democratic	Reform	Prime	Minister	Abiy	Ahmed’s	rise	to	power	in	2018	brought	high	hopes	for
democratic	reform	among	Ethiopians	and	external	observers.	But	those	changes	may	never	have	been	on	the	table.	At	its	core,	the	change	in	guard	in	2018	was	an	elite-level	political	deal,	despite	its	origins	in	a	years-long	protest	movement.	In	the	same	vein,	the	Pretoria	Agreement	was	the	result	of	an	elite-level	bargain	after	one	side	lost	in	a	brutal
war.	But	the	2018	leadership	change	did	create	space	for	reform-minded	actors	inside	and	outside	of	the	government	to	push	for	a	more	peaceful	and	democratic	Ethiopia.	Women’s	associations	have	become	more	political,	engaging	in	peacebuilding	initiatives,	and	were	among	the	first	to	reach	out	to	their	Tigrayan	counterparts	to	address	the
wounds	of	war.	Nongovernmental	organizations	collaborated	with	the	government	to	advance	a	framework	for	dialogue	that	helped	to	establish	the	Ethiopian	National	Dialogue	Commission.	Human	rights	organizations	expanded	their	investigative	work	and	are	more	public	than	ever	with	their	findings.	Nongovernmental	groups	bravely	came	out
publicly	with	a	call	for	peace	when	the	government	was	rallying	the	country	to	mobilize	against	the	TPLF	advance	in	2021.	These	actors	understand	the	long	path	ahead	for	Ethiopia,	and	they	have	welcomed	U.S.	support	in	their	journey.	Ultimately,	Ethiopia	will	need	systemic	change	informed	by	national	level	conversations	about	Ethiopia’s	past	and
future	to	advance	peace	and	democracy.	The	country	has	launched	processes	with	transformative	promise,	such	as	transitional	justice	and	national	dialogue,	but	they	have	yet	to	produce	tangible	advances,	as	they	lack	sufficient	political	will	from	the	government	and	buy-in	from	Ethiopia’s	diverse	political	elites.	Moreover,	viable	political	processes	to
resolve	conflict	in	Oromia	and	Amhara	are	needed	to	give	space	for	national	dialogue	and	transitional	justice	to	take	root.	The	Need	for	Engagement	Sustainable	peace	in	Ethiopia,	the	second	most	populous	country	in	Africa,	is	critical	to	President	Joe	Biden’s	administration’s	goal	of	elevating	African	nations	to	bolster	the	continent’s	ability	to	solve
global	problems	through	partnership.	Instability	in	the	region,	notably	in	Sudan	and	Somalia,	further	raises	the	importance	of	Ethiopia’s	trajectory	both	for	itself	and	its	more	stable	neighbors	such	as	Kenya,	who	look	on	nervously.	The	path	Ethiopia	takes	from	here	will	also	be	an	important	lesson	for	countries	across	the	Global	South	on	how	to
manage	internal	security	threats,	maintain	regime	stability,	and	remain	relevant	in	the	era	of	shifting	global	alliances.	China	is	courting	countries	such	as	Ethiopia	in	a	geopolitical	tug-of-war,	and	Ethiopia’s	long-awaited	BRICS	invitation	increases	its	relevance	in	the	great	power	competition	calculus.	Ethiopia	may	leverage	the	BRICS	invitation	for	a
more	favorable	bargaining	position	with	the	IMF	and	World	Bank	as	it	urgently	seeks	economic	assistance.	The	U.S.	Role	There	are	limits	to	what	the	United	States	can	do	to	influence	the	Ethiopian	government,	as	its	ability	to	influence	is	predicated	on	having	a	relationship	to	begin	with.	In	this	respect,	U.S.	policy	toward	Ethiopia	raises	a	major
dilemma:	how	to	ensure	Washington	does	not	abandon	democracy	and	human	rights	values	while	expanding	engagement	with	a	significant	regional	player	that	continues	woeful	violations	of	democratic	norms	and	basic	human	rights.	Doubts	about	U.S.	reliability	is	another	obstacle.	Some	Ethiopian	elites	perceive	that	the	United	States	sided	with	the
TPLF	during	the	war	and	that	the	pause	on	U.S.	humanitarian	assistance	is	unfair.	Yet	the	United	States	remains	Ethiopia’s	largest	development	and	humanitarian	assistance	provider	and	has	made	substantial	steps	to	normalizing	the	bilateral	relationship	since	last	November,	including	Secretary	of	State	Antony	Blinken’s	visit	to	Addis	Ababa	in
March	2023.	As	the	United	States	continues	to	chart	out	its	way	forward—particularly	under	a	new	ambassador—it	should	emphasize	four	priorities.	First,	Washington	should	maintain	the	fine	balance	between	normalizing	relations	while	pressing	for	genuine	progress	on	human	rights	and	inclusive	dialogue.	Policymakers	seem	to	have	learned	from
the	past,	when	the	United	States	willfully	ignored	human	rights	abuses	to	secure	security	guarantees	in	the	war	on	terror.	Now,	it	is	proving	it	can	pursue	multiple	objectives	simultaneously—but	that	balancing	act	can	be	difficult.	It	will	require	concerted	effort	from	policymakers	to	push	for	peace	and	improvements	in	human	rights	while	avoiding
downplaying	further	backsliding.	Second,	the	United	States	should	double	down	on	support	to	Ethiopian-led	efforts	to	end	internal	conflict.	The	years	since	Ethiopia’s	historic	political	transition	have	been	a	process	of	negotiating	and	fighting	over	how	power	is	distributed	and	how	to	effectively	manage	political	competition,	which	have	turned	violent.
Sustained	levels	of	conflict	are	one	of	several	indicators	that	the	Ethiopian	government’s	strategy	is	not	working.	The	groups	the	government	now	faces	are	insurgencies	or	small	armed	groups	with	fragmented	command	and	control.	These	groups	can	disrupt	Ethiopia’s	stability	for	years	to	come.	U.S.	policymakers	should	continue	to	carefully	track
local	conflicts	and	their	impacts,	appeal	to	all	sides	to	end	violence,	and	step	up	assistance	and	diplomatic	support	for	pursuit	of	peaceful	means	for	addressing	these	conflicts.	Third,	the	United	States	should	invest	more	in	working	with	Ethiopians	to	advance	human	rights.	Washington	should	continue	to	apply	pressure	on	Addis	Ababa	to	advance
accountability	while	supporting	local	human	rights	professionals,	financially	and	otherwise.	True	reform	can	only	come	from	Ethiopians	working	to	advance	the	cause	from	within	their	country.	A	combination	of	U.S.	public	and	private	pressure	on	the	government,	combined	with	robust	support	and	partnership	with	local	government	and
nongovernmental	entities,	is	the	right	formula.	Finally,	the	United	States	should	adopt	a	long	planning	horizon	while	leaving	space	for	short-term	adjustments.	Ethiopia	faces	major	obstacles	on	its	path	toward	political	stability	and	internal	peace,	let	alone	democratic	reform	and	economic	growth,	and	U.S.	diplomatic	and	assistance	horizons	need	to
be	adjusted	accordingly.	Such	strategic	patience	means	listening	to	local	partners	about	their	long-term	strategies.	U.S.	officials	should	expand	visits	throughout	the	country	to	engage	with	Ethiopians’	visions	and	solutions.	Washington	should	also	use	its	convening	power	to	listen	to	and	amplify	the	diverse	voices	seeking	peaceful,	inclusive	solutions
and	find	out	how	best	to	help	them.	This	strategy	will	also	require	stepped-up	engagement	with	the	U.S.	Congress.	However,	while	thinking	long-term,	the	United	States	must	also	apply	resources	in	a	timely	manner—given	that	momentum	on	peace	talks	and	political	reform	is	often	unpredictable,	and	seizing	it	is	crucial	to	locally	led	endeavors.	The
Pretoria	Agreement	ended	Ethiopia’s	biggest	war,	but	struggles	remain	on	multiple	fronts	as	Abiy	seeks	to	position	Ethiopia	as	a	leader	of	a	continent	ripe	for	economic	expansion.	Ethiopians	know	they	need	functional	institutions	and	a	path	to	an	equitable	and	just	society	to	ensure	longevity	and	secure	such	economic	growth.	With	the	right	strategy,
the	United	States	can	be	an	effective	partner	in	that	journey,	provided	the	journey	is	one	the	government	of	Ethiopia	choses	to	take.	Mobile	<	640px	SM	640px	MD	768px	LG	1024px	XL	1280px	2XL	1536px	This	article	has	multiple	issues.	Please	help	improve	it	or	discuss	these	issues	on	the	talk	page.	(Learn	how	and	when	to	remove	these	messages)
This	article's	lead	section	may	be	too	short	to	adequately	summarize	the	key	points.	Please	consider	expanding	the	lead	to	provide	an	accessible	overview	of	all	important	aspects	of	the	article.	(January	2013)	This	article	needs	additional	citations	for	verification.	Please	help	improve	this	article	by	adding	citations	to	reliable	sources.	Unsourced
material	may	be	challenged	and	removed.Find	sources:	"Politics	of	Ethiopia"	–	news	·	newspapers	·	books	·	scholar	·	JSTOR	(May	2009)	(Learn	how	and	when	to	remove	this	message)	(Learn	how	and	when	to	remove	this	message)	Politics	of	Ethiopia	ConstitutionPresidency	Constitution	History	President	(List)	Taye	Atske	Selassie	Executive	Prime
Minister	(List)	Abiy	Ahmed	Deputies	Debretsion	Gebremichael	Demeke	Mekonnen	Muktar	Kedir	Council	of	Ministers	Legislature	House	of	Federation	House	of	Peoples'	Representatives	Judiciary	Federal	Supreme	Court	Elections	Recent	elections	Presidential:	20182024	Parliamentary:	20212026	NEBEPolitical	parties	Administrative	divisions	Regions
Zones	Districts	Foreign	relations	Ministry	of	Foreign	Affairs	Minister:	Gedion	Timotheos	Diplomatic	missions	of	/	in	Ethiopia	Passport	Visa	requirements	Visa	policy	Foreign	aid	Related	topics	Human	rights	Human	Rights	Commission	Reconciliation	Commission	Inquiry	Board	(Tigray	War)	Other	countries	vte	The	politics	of	Ethiopia	are	the	activities
associated	with	the	governance	of	Ethiopia.	The	government	is	structured	as	a	federal	parliamentary	republic	with	both	a	President	and	Prime	Minister.	The	legislature	is	multicameral,	with	a	house	of	representatives	and	a	council.	The	term	politics	of	Ethiopia	mainly	relates	to	the	political	activities	in	Ethiopia	after	the	late	20th	century	when
democratization	took	place	in	the	nation.	The	current	political	structure	of	Ethiopia	was	formed	after	the	Tigrayan	People's	Liberation	Front	(TPLF)	overthrew	dictator	President	Mengistu	Haile	Mariam	in	1991.	A	general	election	was	held	in	June	1994	and	Ethiopia	has	maintained	a	multiparty	political	environment	until	today.	Main	article:
Government	of	Ethiopia	The	government	of	Ethiopia	is	structured	in	the	form	of	a	federal	parliamentary	republic,	whereby	the	Prime	Minister	is	the	head	of	government.	Executive	power	is	exercised	by	the	government	while	legislative	power	is	vested	in	the	Parliament.	The	Judiciary	is	more	or	less	independent	of	the	executive	and	the	legislature.
There	are	12	ethnically	based	administrative	regions	and	two	self-governing	administrations;	the	capital	city	Addis	Ababa	and	Dire	Dawa.	The	president	of	Ethiopia	is	elected	by	the	House	of	Peoples'	Representatives	for	a	six-year	term.	The	prime	minister	is	chosen	by	the	parliament.	The	prime	minister	is	designated	by	the	party	in	power	following
legislative	elections.	The	Council	of	Ministers,	according	to	the	1995	constitution,	is	comprised	by	the	Prime	Minister,	the	Deputy	Prime	Ministers,	various	Ministers	and	other	members	as	determined	and	approved	by	the	House	of	Peoples'	Representatives.	At	the	current	time,	this	includes	the	20	members	of	Council	of	Ministers.	The	Federal
Parliamentary	Assembly	has	two	chambers:	the	House	of	Peoples'	Representatives	(Yehizbtewekayoch	Mekir	Bet)	with	547	members,	elected	for	five-year	terms	in	single-seat	constituencies;	and	the	Council	of	the	Federation	(Yefedereshn	Mekir	Bet)	with	110	members,	one	for	each	nationality,	and	one	additional	representative	for	each	one	million	of
its	population,	designated	by	the	regional	councils,	which	may	elect	them	themselves	or	through	popular	elections.	The	president	and	vice	president	of	the	Federal	Supreme	Court	are	recommended	by	the	prime	minister	and	appointed	by	the	House	of	Peoples'	Representatives;	for	other	federal	judges,	the	prime	minister	submits	candidates	selected
by	the	Federal	Judicial	Administrative	Council	to	the	People's	Representatives	for	appointment.	This	section	needs	additional	citations	for	verification.	Please	help	improve	this	article	by	adding	citations	to	reliable	sources	in	this	section.	Unsourced	material	may	be	challenged	and	removed.	(January	2013)	(Learn	how	and	when	to	remove	this
message)	Main	article:	History	of	Ethiopia	In	May	1991,	a	coalition	of	rebel	forces	under	the	name	Tigrayan	People's	Liberation	Front	(TPLF)	overthrew	the	dictatorship	of	President	Mengistu	Haile	Mariam.[1]	In	July	1991,	the	TPLF,	the	Oromo	Liberation	Front	(OLF),	the	Ogaden	National	Liberation	Front,	Western	Somali	Liberation	Front,	Oromo
People's	Democratic	Organization	(OPDO),	Amhara	National	Democratic	Movement	(ANDM)	and	others	established	the	Transitional	Government	of	Ethiopia	(TGE),	which	consisted	of	an	87-member	Council	of	Representatives	guided	by	a	national	charter	that	functioned	as	a	transitional	constitution.	Since	1991,	Ethiopia	has	established	warm
relations	with	the	United	States	and	western	Europe	and	has	sought	substantial	economic	aid	from	Western	countries	and	the	World	Bank.	In	June	1992,	the	OLF	withdrew	from	the	government;[2]	in	March	1993,	members	of	the	Southern	Ethiopia	Peoples'	Democratic	Coalition	left	the	government.	The	Eritrean	People's	Liberation	Front	(EPLF),	an
ally	in	the	fight	against	the	Mengistu	regime,	assumed	control	of	Eritrea	and	established	a	provisional	government.	Eritrea	achieved	full	independence	on	May	24,	1993.	President	Meles	Zenawi	and	members	of	the	TGE	pledged	to	oversee	the	formation	of	a	multi-party	democracy.	The	first	election	for	Ethiopia's	547-member	constituent	assembly	was
held	in	June	1994.	This	assembly	adopted	the	constitution	of	the	Federal	Democratic	Republic	of	Ethiopia	in	December	1994.	The	elections	for	Ethiopia's	first	popularly	chosen	national	parliament	and	regional	legislatures	were	held	in	May	and	June	1995.	Most	opposition	parties	chose	to	boycott	these	elections.	There	was	a	landslide	victory	for	the
Ethiopian	People's	Revolutionary	Democratic	Front	(EPRDF).[3]	International	and	non-governmental	observers	concluded	that	opposition	parties	would	have	been	able	to	participate	had	they	chosen	to	do	so.	The	Government	of	the	Federal	Democratic	Republic	of	Ethiopia	was	installed	in	August	1995.	The	first	President	was	Negasso	Gidada.	The
EPRDF-led	government	of	Prime	Minister	Meles	promoted	a	policy	of	ethnic	federalism,	seemingly	devolving	significant	powers	to	regional,	ethnically	based	authorities.	Ethiopia	today	has	nine	semi-autonomous	Regions	of	Ethiopia	that	have	the	power	to	raise	and	spend	their	own	revenues.	In	2004,	the	government	began	a	resettlement	initiative	to
move	more	than	two	million	people	away	from	the	arid	highlands	of	the	east,	proposing	that	these	resettlements	would	reduce	food	shortages.[4]	The	ruling	party,	EPRDF	was	declared	a	winner	by	the	election	board	in	2000,	and	then	again	in	2005	amidst	protests	and	riots	that	led	to	the	death	of	many	Ethiopians.	Hundreds	of	political	leaders–some
of	whom	were	elected	to	parliamentary	positions–	were	arrested	in	connection	with	these	protests.[5]	The	incumbent	president	in	2013	was	Mulatu	Teshome	who	resigned	in	2018.	Human	rights	organisations	have	raised	concerns	over	the	well-being	of	some	of	these	prisoners.	However	8,000	prisoners	have	already	been	freed.[6]	On	5	August	2016,
protests	broke	out	across	the	country	and	dozens	of	protesters	were	shot	and	killed	by	police	over	the	following	days.	The	protesters	demanded	an	end	to	human	rights	abuses,	the	act	of	land	grabbing	by	the	ruling	party	members	and	relatives	of	the	higher	officials,[7]	the	master	plan	intended	to	expand	Addis	Ababa	onto	surrounding	zones	of	the
Oromia	region	including	the	farm	land	of	oromo	people	(special	zones	of	oromia	around	Addis	Ababa),[8]	the	release	of	political	prisoners,	a	fairer	redistribution	of	the	wealth	generated	by	over	a	decade	of	economic	growth,	and	a	return	of	Wolqayt	District	to	the	Amhara	Region.[9][10][11]	The	events	were	the	most	violent	crackdown	against
protesters	in	Sub-Saharan	Africa	since	the	Ethiopian	regime	killed	at	least	75	people	during	protests	in	the	Oromia	Region	in	November	and	December	2015.[12][13]	In	the	wake	of	significant	unrest,	the	TPLF	lost	control	of	the	EPDRF,	with	Prime	Minister	Hailemariam	Desalegn,	announcing	his	resignation	as	head	of	the	EPDRF	in	2018.	Abiy	Ahmed,
who	had	become	Prime	Minister	after	winning	the	EPDRF	leadership	elections	in	April	2018	subsequently	dissolved	the	EPDRF.[14]	He	replaced	it	with	the	Prosperity	Party,	a	coalition	which	includes	all	former	members	of	the	EPDRF	but	notably	excluded	the	TPLF.[15]	This	kickstarted	a	period	of	growing	tension	between	the	government	and	the
TPLF,	which	culminated	in	the	Tigray	War	that	began	in	2020.	The	Economist	Intelligence	Unit	rated	Ethiopia	an	"authoritarian	regime"	in	2022.[16][needs	update]	Main	articles:	List	of	political	parties	in	Ethiopia	and	Elections	in	Ethiopia	In	the	2015	general	election,	Opposition	parties	lost	the	only	seat	which	they	still	held	in	the	House	of	Peoples'
Representatives.	The	Ethiopian	People's	Revolutionary	Democratic	Front	and	its	allies	won	all	547	seats.[17]	For	other	political	parties,	see	List	of	political	parties	in	Ethiopia.	An	overview	on	elections	and	election	results	is	included	in	Elections	in	Ethiopia.	Political	pressure	groups	include	the	Council	of	Alternative	Forces	for	Peace	and	Democracy	in
Ethiopia	(CAFPDE)	Beyene	Petros	and	the	Southern	Ethiopia	People's	Democratic	Coalition	(SEPDC)	[Beyene	Petros].	The	coalition	of	opposition	parties	and	some	individuals	that	was	established	in	2009	to	oust	at	the	general	election	in	2010	the	regime	of	the	TPLF,	Meles	Zenawi's	party	that	has	been	in	power	since	1991,	published	a	65-page
manifesto	in	Addis	Ababa	on	October	10,	2009.	Some	of	the	eight-member	parties	of	this	Ethiopian	Forum	for	Democratic	Dialogue	(FDD	or	Medrek	in	Amharic)	include	the	Oromo	Federalist	Congress	(organized	by	the	Oromo	Federalist	Democratic	Movement	and	the	Oromo	People's	Congress),	the	Arena	Tigray	(organized	by	former	members	of	the
ruling	party	TPLF),	the	Unity	for	Democracy	and	Justice	(UDJ,	whose	leader	was	imprisoned),	and	the	Coalition	of	Somali	Democratic	Forces.	Main	article:	Ethiopian	general	elections,	2005	Ethiopian	general	election	2005.	Only	parties	with	more	than	10	seats	shown.Red:	EPRDFGreen:	CUDPurple:	UEDFDark	blue:	SPDPOrange:	OFDMLight	blue:
Others	Ethiopia	held	its	third	general	election	in	May	2005,	which	drew	a	record	number	of	voters,	with	90%	of	the	electorate	turning	out	to	cast	their	vote.	While	the	election	was	deemed	by	the	European	Union	election	observer	team	to	fall	short	of	international	standards	for	fair	and	free	elections,	other	teams	drew	different	conclusions.	The
African	Union	report	on	September	14	commended	"the	Ethiopian	people's	display	of	genuine	commitment	to	democratic	ideals";	[18]	on	September	15,	the	US	Carter	Center	concluded	that	"the	majority	of	the	constituency	results	based	on	the	May	15	polling	and	tabulation	are	credible	and	reflect	competitive	conditions".[18]	The	US	Department	of
State	said	on	September	16,	"these	elections	stand	out	as	a	milestone	in	creating	a	new,	more	competitive	multi-party	political	system	in	one	of	Africa's	largest	and	most	important	countries."[19]	Even	the	EU	preliminary	statement	of	2005	also	said	"...the	polling	processes	were	generally	positive.	The	overall	assessment	of	the	process	has	been	rated
as	good	in	64%	of	the	cases,	and	very	good	in	24%".[18]	The	opposition	complained	that	the	ruling	EPRDF	engaged	in	widespread	vote	rigging	and	intimidation,	alleging	fraud	in	299	constituencies.[20]	The	ruling	party	complained	that	the	main	opposition	party	CUD's	AEUP	sub	party	had	engaged	in	intimidation.[21]	All	allegations	were	investigated
by	the	National	Electoral	Board	of	Ethiopia	in	cooperation	with	election	monitors,	a	process	which	delayed	the	release	of	the	final	results.	In	June	2005,	with	the	results	of	the	election	still	unclear,	a	group	of	university	students	protested	these	alleged	discrepancies,	encouraged	by	supporters	of	the	Coalition	for	Unity	opposition	party,	despite	a	ban	on
protests	imposed	by	the	government.	On	June	8,	26	people	were	killed	in	Addis	Ababa	as	a	result	of	rioting,	which	led	to	the	arrest	of	hundreds	of	protesters.[22]	On	September	5,	2005,	the	National	Elections	Board	of	Ethiopia	released	the	final	election	results,	which	confirmed	that	the	ruling	Ethiopian	People's	Revolutionary	Democratic	Front
retained	its	control	of	the	government,	but	showed	that	opposition	parties	had	increased	their	share	of	parliamentary	seats,	from	12	to	176.	The	Coalition	for	Unity	and	Democracy	won	all	the	seats	in	Addis	Ababa,	both	for	the	Parliament	and	the	City	Council.	In	February	2006,	UK	Prime	Minister	Blair,	acknowledging	that	the	EPRDF	has	won	the
election,	said	he	wanted	to	see	Ethiopia	resolve	its	internal	problems	and	continue	on	a	democratic	path.[23]	With	Ethiopia's	national	election	in	May	2010	approaching,	some	opposition	groups	begun	to	hint	a	boycott,	accusing	the	government	of	stepping	up	harassment	against	them.	Despite	growing	claims	of	"harassment"	and	"undemocratic
actions"	perpetrated	by	the	ruling	party,	the	Forum	for	Democratic	Dialogue	(FDD),	Ethiopia's	biggest	alliance	of	opposition	political	parties	declared	in	October	2009	that	it	will	contest	in	the	scheduled	election.	Gebru	Asrat,	a	former	ally	of	PM	Meles	Zenawi,	said	that	his	party's	primary	efforts	were	"to	engage	in	negotiation	with	the	government	on
key	election	issues"	ahead	of	the	election,	but	he	added	that	the	government	was	reluctant.	FDD	insists	to	engage	in	a	pre-election	negotiation	on	10	key	subjects,	among	which	the	issues	of	access	to	the	media	for	campaigning,	the	supremacy	of	law,	the	free	access	of	international	observers,	the	establishment	of	an	independent	electoral	board	and	a
stop	to	harassment	and	pressure	on	opposition	members.	Main	article:	Ethiopian	general	election,	2010	The	EPRDF	won	the	2010	elections	by	a	landslide,	taking	499	seats,	while	allied	parties	took	a	further	35.	Oppositions	parties	took	just	two.	Both	opposition	groups	say	their	observers	were	blocked	from	entering	polling	stations	during	the	election
on	Sunday,	May	23,	and	in	some	cases	the	individuals	were	beaten.	The	United	States	and	the	European	Union	have	both	criticized	the	election	as	falling	short	of	international	standards.	Additionally,	the	EPRDF	won	all	but	one	of	1,904	council	seats	in	regional	elections.	ACP,	AfDB,	ECA,	FAO,	G-24,	G-77,	IAEA,	IBRD,	ICAO,	ICRM,	IDA,	IFAD,	IFC,
IFRCS,	IGAD,	ILO,	IMF,	IMO,	Intelsat,	Interpol,	IOC,	IOM	(observer),	ISO,	ITU,	NAM,	OAU,	OPCW,	United	Nations,	UNCTAD,	UNESCO,	UNHCR,	UNIDO,	UNU,	UPU,	WCO,	WFTU,	WHO,	WIPO,	WMO,	WToO.	Scheye	wrote	in	2010	that	significant	donor	resources	are	being	invested	in	security	sector	reform	in	Ethiopia	because	of	donor	national
interest,	even	though	the	country's	ruling	group	is	ideologically	opposed	to	the	core	principles	of	SSR,	and	showed,	at	that	time,	little	interest	in	justice	and	security	sector	development.[24]	The	Guardian	wrote	just	before	the	2015	elections	that	"..the	EPRDF's	relations	with	donors	are	a	crucial	factor	in	maintaining	its	position.	Ethiopia	remains
structurally	dependent	on	aid,	with	the	country	receiving	more	than	$3	billion	a	year	from	the	Organisation	for	Economic	Co-operation	and	Development.	However,	all	indications	are	that	external	support	will	remain	strong,	regardless	of	electoral	openness.	Ethiopia	is	a	key	partner	for	countries	concerned	about	security	in	the	region,	especially	the
US,	UK	and	the	European	Union."[25]	A	group	of	Ethiopian	royalists	continue	to	operate	The	Crown	Council	of	Ethiopia	as	a	government	in	exile.	^	Young,	John	(1997).	"Historical	and	social	background".	Peasant	Revolution	in	Ethiopia:	The	Tigray	People's	Liberation	Front,	1975–1991.	Cambridge:	Cambridge	University	Press.	p.	62.
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elections	are	just	an	exercise	in	controlled	political	participation,	22	May	2015.	The	Parliament	of	Ethiopia	Constitution	of	Ethiopia	Retrieved	from	"	Ethiopia	is	located	in	the	Horn	of	Africa	and	is	one	of	the	most	populous	countries	on	the	continent	with	over	112	million	people.	It	has	a	long	and	complex	history,	with	the	Ethiopian	empire	emerging	in
the	1st	century	CE	and	Christianity	becoming	the	state	religion	in	the	4th	century.	For	much	of	its	history,	Ethiopia	was	able	to	maintain	its	independence	and	repel	foreign	invasions	like	those	of	the	Ottoman	empire	and	Italy.	However,	the	late	19th	and	20th	centuries	brought	significant	challenges,	including	the	Second	Italo-Ethiopian	War,	the	1974
revolution	that	ended	imperial	rule,	civil	wars,	famines,	and	the	rise	and	fall	of	the	Derg	communist	regime.Since	the	overthrow	of	the	Derg	in	1991,	Ethiopia	has	transitioned	to	a	federal	republic	with	ethnically	based	regional	states.	The	Ethiopian	People’s	Revolutionary	Democratic	Front	(EPRDF)	ruled	the	country	for	nearly	30	years	until	Prime
Minister	Abiy	Ahmed	came	to	power	in	2018.	Abiy	initiated	political	reforms	and	negotiated	peace	with	neighboring	Eritrea,	for	which	he	won	the	2019	Nobel	Peace	Prize.	However,	ethnic	tensions	increased	during	Abiy’s	tenure,	resulting	in	violent	conflicts	and	human	rights	violations.	In	late	2020,	conflict	broke	out	between	the	federal	government
and	the	Tigray	People’s	Liberation	Front	(TPLF),	escalating	into	civil	war.This	article	provides	an	in-depth	analysis	of	Ethiopia’s	current	political,	economic,	social,	and	security	situation.	Key	aspects	examined	include	the	ongoing	civil	war	and	political	fragmentation,	economic	development	and	challenges,	demographic	shifts,	as	well	as	human	rights
and	security	issues.	An	evaluation	of	both	progress	made	and	continuing	instability	and	conflicts	is	provided	to	understand	Ethiopia’s	complex	trajectory.The	political	situation	in	Ethiopia	remains	tense	and	unstable	since	the	outbreak	of	civil	war	in	November	2020	between	the	federal	government	and	the	regional	leadership	in	Tigray.	The	ruling
Prosperity	Party	led	by	Prime	Minister	Abiy	has	struggled	to	contain	the	TPLF	insurgency	or	bring	the	conflict	to	a	negotiated	settlement.	Thousands	have	been	killed	and	over	5	million	displaced	by	the	fighting	which	has	also	expanded	beyond	Tigray	and	drawn	in	other	ethnic	militias.The	war	has	hardened	ethnic	identities	and	fractured	the
Ethiopian	state	further	along	ethnic	lines.	Political	parties	have	mobilized	support	based	on	ethnic	affiliation	rather	than	national	platforms.	Elections	were	still	held	in	2021	which	resulted	in	a	landslide	victory	for	Abiy’s	party,	but	opposition	groups	contested	the	results.	There	are	concerns	over	the	closing	political	space	and	heavy-handed	tactics
used	by	the	federal	government	against	media,	activists	and	ethnic	groups	seen	as	opposed	to	central	authority.The	TPLF	provided	the	dominant	force	in	the	EPRDF	coalition	that	ruled	Ethiopia	for	nearly	30	years	until	anti-government	protests	led	to	leadership	change	in	2018.	But	the	TPLF	felt	marginalized	by	Abiy’s	reforms	which	weakened	the
ethnic	federalism	model	it	had	instituted.	Tensions	escalated	over	the	TPLF’s	regional	autonomy	and	these	unresolved	issues	are	at	the	root	of	the	current	civil	war.	Abiy’s	initial	popularity	has	declined	significantly	as	he	has	failed	to	stabilize	the	country,	while	the	TPLF	have	enhanced	their	military	capability	during	the	conflict.	The	fighting	shows	no
signs	of	abating	as	both	sides	refuse	negotiations.This	fragmentation	along	ethnic	lines	presents	a	major	challenge	for	national	unity	and	democracy.	Free	and	fair	elections	are	not	possible	in	the	context	of	civil	war	and	political	intimidation.	The	state-building	project	in	Ethiopia	is	under	severe	strain.	International	pressure	for	peace	talks	has	not
proven	effective	so	far.	Resolving	the	discord	around	ethnic	federalism	and	political	power-sharing	remains	crucial	for	Ethiopia’s	future	as	a	cohesive	democratic	state.Ethiopia	has	registered	rapid	economic	growth	over	the	past	decade,	averaging	10%	GDP	growth	per	year.	However,	the	COVID-19	pandemic	resulted	in	a	decline	to	just	2%	growth	in
2020.	The	IMF	projects	a	recovery	to	3.8%	GDP	growth	in	2021	and	2022.	Yet	the	ongoing	civil	war	poses	major	risks	to	economic	performance	and	national	development.The	main	drivers	of	Ethiopia’s	economic	growth	have	been	public	infrastructure	investment	and	the	expansion	of	the	services	and	agriculture	sectors.	Government	spending	on
roads,	rail,	power	plants	and	an	extensive	dam	building	program	boosted	construction	and	manufacturing	industries.	Increased	agricultural	productivity	and	rising	commodity	exports	brought	in	foreign	currency.	The	government	also	adopted	investor-friendly	policies	to	attract	foreign	investment	in	manufacturing	like	textiles	and	clothes.However,
structural	economic	challenges	remain	including	inadequate	infrastructure,	limited	manufacturing	and	industrial	capacity,	foreign	exchange	shortages	and	poor	export	diversification	beyond	agriculture.	The	majority	of	Ethiopians	still	live	in	poverty	with	88%	subsistence	farming.	High	youth	unemployment	fuels	social	tensions.	Debt	levels	have	risen
considerably	to	finance	the	government’s	development	agenda.The	costs	of	the	civil	war	including	military	spending,	loss	of	tax	revenue	from	Tigray	and	damage	to	infrastructure	will	severely	constrain	the	economy.	Foreign	investment	is	also	likely	to	decline	due	to	the	conflict	and	uncertainty.	Funding	reconstruction	and	providing	humanitarian
relief	to	displaced	populations	will	further	stretch	limited	state	resources.To	return	to	rapid	and	sustainable	growth,	establishing	peace	and	stability	should	be	the	priority.	This	would	allow	public	investment	to	focus	on	reducing	infrastructure	gaps,	expanding	manufacturing	for	job	creation,	as	well	as	improve	agricultural	productivity	and	build
resilience	to	droughts.	A	more	conciliatory	and	unified	political	environment	is	vital	for	economic	revival.Ethiopia’s	population	rose	to	112	million	in	2018	with	continuing	rapid	growth	projected	in	the	decades	ahead.	It	is	a	multi-ethnic	country	with	the	two	largest	groups	being	the	Oromo	and	Amhara	people.	But	there	are	over	80	recognized	ethnic
groups	with	their	own	languages	and	cultures	across	the	country.The	population	remains	predominantly	rural	at	80%	though	urbanization	is	increasing	steadily.	Ethiopia	is	also	a	very	youthful	country	with	over	65%	of	the	population	under	age	25.	High	fertility	rates	are	a	driver	of	population	growth	but	result	in	surplus	labor	in	agriculture.	Providing
education	and	employment	opportunities	for	the	growing	number	of	young	people	is	a	major	priority.	But	youth	unemployment	is	estimated	at	over	20%	which	creates	socio-economic	pressures.Poverty	remains	entrenched	with	one	of	the	lowest	per	capita	GDP	levels	globally.	Despite	progress,	over	25%	of	Ethiopians	lived	in	poverty	in	2016	with
deeper	deprivation	rates	in	rural	areas.	Access	to	basic	services	like	clean	water,	sanitation,	electricity	and	healthcare	is	still	very	limited	for	much	of	the	population.	The	civil	war	has	led	to	a	dire	humanitarian	crisis	with	reports	of	widespread	sexual	violence,	ethnic	based	detentions	and	millions	facing	hunger.Demographic	pressures,	unequal
development	and	ethnic	tensions	create	risks	of	social	unrest	as	witnessed	in	the	recent	civil	disturbances.	Managing	a	youth	bulge	and	meeting	rising	aspirations	will	be	key	challenges.	Ethiopia	also	hosts	one	of	the	largest	refugee	populations	in	Africa	which	strains	local	resources.The	government’s	Homegrown	Economic	Reform	Agenda	seeks	to
accelerate	development	and	job	creation.	But	ethnic	and	regional	inequalities	must	also	be	addressed	to	achieve	an	inclusive	and	equitable	society.	Poverty	reduction,	infrastructure	expansion,	quality	education	and	skills	training,	gender	empowerment	and	cooperative	federalism	based	on	a	shared	national	identity	should	drive	social	policy.Ethiopia
faces	a	dire	security	crisis	stemming	from	both	the	civil	war	in	Tigray	as	well	as	ethnic	conflicts	which	have	intensified	in	recent	years	leading	to	localized	violence	and	displacement.	The	government	has	also	frequently	employed	security	forces	to	crack	down	on	political	dissent	and	protests	especially	by	groups	like	the	Oromo	which	have	historically
faced	discrimination.The	armed	confrontation	between	federal	forces	and	the	TPLF	which	began	in	late	2020	quickly	expanded	from	an	internal	conflict	into	one	drawing	in	Eritrea.	The	TPLF	has	mobilized	local	militias	while	also	facing	drone	strikes	from	the	government	side.	The	spread	of	fighting	into	neighboring	regions	Afar	and	Amhara	has
further	destabilized	the	country.	Over	9	million	people	across	northern	Ethiopia	are	in	need	of	emergency	aid	due	to	the	conflict.This	war	is	layered	on	top	of	localized	ethnic	clashes	which	have	increased	as	political	space	opened	up	during	the	democratic	transition.	Competition	over	political	representation	and	resources	at	the	regional	level	has
turned	violent	in	cases.	Inter-communal	violence	led	to	over	2	million	internally	displaced	people	in	2018	prior	to	the	Tigray	conflict.In	this	environment,	serious	human	rights	violations	including	extrajudicial	killings,	arbitrary	detentions,	sexual	assault,	and	restrictions	on	speech	and	assembly	have	been	widely	reported.	Opposition	activists	and
journalists	have	faced	arrests,	intimidation	and	harassment.	The	space	for	civil	society	and	human	rights	defenders	has	diminished	despite	the	early	optimism	of	the	country’s	transition	period.Establishing	rule	of	law,	an	ethnically	inclusive	national	political	platform,	reconciliation	of	opposition	groups	into	the	democratic	process,	and	professional
non-politicized	security	forces	are	necessary	to	improve	the	security	situation.	Police	and	military	reform,	transitional	justice,	and	negotiated	settlements	of	grievances	are	also	needed	to	strengthen	peace	and	respect	for	human	rights	across	all	regions.Ethiopia	has	undergone	major	political	and	social	changes	since	the	EPRDF	assumed	power	in
1991.	Progress	has	been	made	in	economic	growth	and	provision	of	public	services	leading	to	improvements	in	health,	education	and	living	standards	for	many	Ethiopians.	However,	the	emergence	of	ethnic	nationalism,	youth	dissatisfaction	and	unresolved	grievances	around	regional	autonomy	have	fractured	the	achievements	of	the	past
decades.Prime	Minister	Abiy	Ahmed	accelerated	both	democratic	reforms	and	underlying	tensions	during	his	tenure.	The	resulting	civil	war	and	breakdown	of	ethnic	federalism	threatens	national	cohesion	and	regional	stability.	To	emerge	from	the	current	crises,	Ethiopia	needs	an	inclusive	political	settlement	that	addresses	autonomy	demands
through	constitutional	means,	an	expanded	role	for	civil	society,	consensus	on	shared	national	identity	above	ethnic	ties,	and	transitional	justice	mechanisms	for	human	rights	abuses.Sustaining	economic	development	and	improving	security	also	rest	upon	greater	national	reconciliation	and	political	consensus.	Ethiopia	has	a	young,	dynamic
population	that	can	drive	future	prosperity	if	basic	education,	public	health	and	economic	opportunities	are	accessible	to	all.	This	requires	high,	broad-based	growth	as	well	as	equitable	distribution	of	resources.	A	diversity	of	views	must	be	reflected	in	governance	without	marginalizing	minority	groups.Ethiopia’s	partners	can	support	internal	peace
efforts	through	diplomacy	and	mediation.	But	ultimately	Ethiopians	must	come	together	across	ethnic	lines	to	address	grievances	and	emphasize	common	national	objectives	in	order	to	move	the	country	forward.	With	visionary	leadership	and	an	engaged	population,	the	promise	of	a	stable,	democratic	and	inclusively	developing	Ethiopia	is	still	within
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spokesperson	Legesse	Tulu	stated,	“The	country	is	experiencing	an	atmosphere	of	peace	like	never	before,”	though	this	assertion	contrasts	with	reports	of	widespread	violence	and	instability	in	several	regions.	The	ongoing	conflict	in	the	Amhara	and	Oromia	regions	has	resulted	in	significant	death,	displacement,	and	civilian	suffering.	Civilians	have
also	been	targeted	by	drone	strikes,	and	farming	villages	have	been	subjected	to	bombardment,	leading	to	numerous	casualties.	Witnesses	report	that	large	groups	of	people,	particularly	those	suspected	of	supporting	the	Fano	militia,	are	being	forced	into	relocation	camps	where	they	face	brutal	torture.	However,	Legesse’s	statements	paint	a
different	picture,	asserting	that	the	situation	remains	under	control	and	peaceful.	In	his	Saturday	media	briefing,	Legesse	acknowledged	the	challenges	in	both	the	Amhara	and	Oromia	regions,	attributing	the	violence	to	“anti-peace	groups.”	He	assured	that	the	government	is	actively	addressing	the	security	threats	posed	by	these	groups.
Additionally,	the	spokesperson	revealed	that	an	independent	commission	has	been	set	up	to	deal	with	the	underlying	grievances	of	the	population.	He	also	highlighted	that	thousands	of	militants	and	insurgents	have	transitioned	to	civilian	life,	with	many	more	expected	to	follow	suit.	A	dismissive	stance	that	seems	to	ignore	the	realities	on	the	ground
has	drawn	widespread	criticism.	Award-winning	journalist	Elias	Meseret	compared	the	narrative	to	George	Orwell’s	1984,	quoting	its	famous	slogans:	“War	is	Peace,”	“Freedom	is	Slavery,”	and	“Ignorance	is	Strength.”	Ethiopia’s	recent	macroeconomic	reforms,	supported	by	the	International	Monetary	Fund	(IMF)	and	the	World	Bank,	could	have
profound	implications	for	the	country	and	the	region.	The	key	reforms	include	the	use	of	a	floating	exchange	rate	system	and	of	interest	rates	as	a	policy	tool.	They	were	introduced	just	ahead	of	the	approval	of	a	financial	package	that	could	eventually	amount	to	about	US$20	billion	by	the	IMF	and	the	World	Bank.	Ethiopia	is	also	expected	to	save
about	US$5	billion	from	its	credit	restructuring	following	the	IMF	deal.	The	financial	package	aims	to	tackle	pressing	issues	such	as	inflation,	foreign	exchange	shortages	and	debt	sustainability.	Ethiopia	has	been	one	of	the	fastest-growing	economies	over	the	past	two	decades.	GDP	growth	has	averaged	around	10%	in	most	years.	However,	this	was
largely	driven	by	public	investment,	which	resulted	in	high	government	debt.	The	weak	growth	of	the	private	sector	meant	the	country	produced	little	to	export,	contributing	to	a	shortage	of	foreign	exchange.	High	inflation,	which	peaked	at	37%	in	May	2022,	has	also	been	a	big	challenge.	There	is	broad	agreement	that	macroeconomic	reforms	were
necessary.	The	main	debate	has	become	how	exactly	they	are	carried	out.	I	am	a	development	economist	with	a	passion	for	researching	the	economic	factors	that	drive	societal	progress.	My	previous	research	on	Ethiopia’s	economic	challenges	has	focused	on	the	structural	transformation	of	the	economy	to	provide	employment,	and	an	examination	of
the	country’s	economic	policies.	It	is	my	view	that	Ethiopia’s	macroeconomic	reforms	represent	a	bold	attempt	to	head	towards	economic	stability	and	growth.	Their	success	hinges	on	several	critical	factors:	using	interest	rate	policies	effectively	keeping	the	central	bank	independent	managing	the	transition	to	a	floating	exchange	rate.	Ethiopia’s
strategic	location	in	the	Horn	of	Africa,	a	region	fraught	with	conflict	and	instability,	adds	a	layer	of	complexity.	With	a	population	exceeding	120	million	and	hosting	nearly	a	million	refugees,	Ethiopia’s	stability	is	crucial	not	only	for	its	own	future	but	for	the	region’s	as	well.	Failure	to	stabilise	its	economy	could	worsen	regional	turmoil,	creating
more	refugees	and	making	it	harder	to	help	them.	The	success	of	these	reforms,	therefore,	has	far-reaching	implications.	Interest	rate	policy	The	National	Bank	of	Ethiopia	has	been	given	a	more	active	role:	managing	the	economy	by	setting	short-term	interest	rates,	in	addition	to	its	regulatory	oversight	of	the	banking	system.	For	this	policy	to
achieve	its	desired	effects,	several	conditions	must	be	met.	First,	the	central	bank	must	be	independent.	As	things	stand,	its	ability	to	set	effective	interest	rates	may	be	constrained	by	its	accountability	to	Prime	Minister	Abiy	Ahmed.	Its	decisions	could	be	influenced	by	the	government’s	priorities.	Reports	of	a	lack	of	transparency	in	various	recent
mega	projects	in	Ethiopia	may	undermine	the	credibility	necessary	to	manage	inflation	expectations	effectively.	Second,	the	formal	financial	sector	has	to	be	well	developed.	In	economies	where	the	financial	sector	is	well	developed,	changes	in	interest	rates	can	influence	borrowing,	spending	and	investment	decisions.	Ethiopia’s	private	sector	is
dominated	by	micro	and	small	enterprises	that	rely	primarily	on	their	own	sources	of	finance.	Access	to	formal	finance	such	as	banks	is	limited	and	small	movements	in	interest	rates	may	have	only	limited	effects.	Third,	the	central	bank	needs	quality	data.	It	must	be	able	to	collect,	analyse	and	communicate	economic	data.	Reliable	data	is	crucial	for
setting	optimal	rates	and	monitoring	economic	conditions.	Without	addressing	these	issues,	the	central	bank’s	ability	to	achieve	its	policy	objectives	may	be	limited.	Floating	exchange	rate	The	decision	to	allow	the	currency’s	value	to	be	determined	by	the	market	is	intended	to	address	severe	foreign	exchange	shortages.	Historically,	forex	rationing
favoured	large	government	projects,	often	at	the	expense	of	private	sector	development.	The	new	policy	is	expected	to	correct	these	imbalances,	but	it	also	carries	risks.	The	most	immediate	impact	of	the	reforms	was	the	depreciation	of	the	Ethiopian	currency.	Less	than	10	days	after	the	birr	was	floated,	its	value	had	fallen	by	about	90%.	This	could
result	in	runaway	inflation,	particularly	given	Ethiopia’s	heavy	reliance	on	imports	paid	for	in	ever	more	expensive	foreign	currency.	A	floating	exchange	rate	could	also	introduce	volatility,	which	may	deter	investment	and	increase	economic	instability.	In	an	economy	with	a	competitive	private	sector,	a	weaker	currency	can	boost	export	trade	by
making	goods	and	services	cheaper	and	more	competitive	in	international	markets.	But	these	potential	benefits	may	not	be	fully	realised	due	to	existing	constraints	in	Ethiopia’s	export	sector.	Also,	amid	ongoing	conflicts	in	parts	of	the	country,	a	flexible	exchange	rate	could	lead	to	capital	flight.	In	times	of	conflict	or	instability,	investors	and
businesses	often	protect	their	assets	by	moving	their	capital	to	safer,	more	stable	environments.	A	flexible	exchange	rate	system	might	exacerbate	this	tendency,	as	it	allows	for	more	rapid	changes	in	the	currency’s	value.	Another	concern	is	that	the	influx	of	foreign	exchange	resulting	from	IMF	and	World	Bank	support	could	pose	challenges	to
Ethiopia’s	policy	independence.	Increased	reliance	on	external	funds	could	shift	accountability	away	from	domestic	governance	structures	toward	international	institutions.	A	surge	in	foreign	exchange	could	also	eventually	lead	to	currency	appreciation.	This	could	weaken	export	competitiveness.	A	delicate	balance	is	required	to	maintain	economic
stability.	High	stakes	These	macroeconomic	policy	shifts	hold	promise	–	if	they	work	in	practice.	The	success	of	the	reforms	depends	on	complementary	sectoral	policies	that	free	up	the	private	sector	to	perform	better.	Input	shortages,	value	chains,	customs	clearance	and	security	are	some	of	the	issues	to	address.	The	stakes	are	high.	A	failure	to
stabilise	the	economy	could	have	profound	consequences,	not	only	for	Ethiopia	but	also	for	the	broader	Horn	of	Africa.	Google	map	of	Ethiopia	and	the	regionBy	Abush	GetanehPolitical	analystDiverse	scholars	from	various	fields,	including	political	science,	governance,	and	leadership,	lack	common	consensus	on	the	definition	of	a	state	and	the	terms
“fragile,”	“failed,”	and	“collapsed”	states.	Therefore,	it	is	imperative	to	establish	a	clear	understanding	of	what	constitutes	a	state	and	its	functions	before	judging	on	its	performance	and	determining	its	fragility,	failure,	or	collapse.Political	theory	consistently	defines	the	state	as	the	embodiment	of	a	social	contract.	Essentially,	this	theory	suggests
that	the	existence	of	states	is	founded	on	a	mutually	beneficial	agreement	between	rulers	and	the	ruled,	based	on	rights	and	obligations	that	both	parties	agree	to	uphold.	While	the	ruled	consent	to	be	governed,	pay	taxes,	and	abide	by	the	law,	the	rulers,	in	turn,	provide	various	political	goods,	including	security,	education,	healthcare	systems,
border	control,	a	political	structure,	physical	infrastructure,	a	judicial	system,	and	commercial	and	banking	systems.State	failure	can	be	best	described	as	the	incapacity	of	a	state	to	fulfil	its	obligations	to	its	citizens	and	the	international	community.	Generally,	failed	states	are	characterised	by	a	dysfunctional	state	structure,	which	hampers	the



government’s	ability	to	carry	out	its	functions.	State	failure	not	only	affects	the	effectiveness	of	the	government	but	also	undermines	the	fundamental	pillars	of	the	state,	such	as	its	population,	territory,	and	capacity	to	fulfil	both	internal	and	international	obligations.Instances	of	state	failure	are	not	uncommon,	and	contemporary	examples	can	be
found	worldwide.	For	instance,	Somalia	has	been	without	a	functioning	government	for	over	a	decade,	the	Democratic	Republic	of	the	Congo	has	been	torn	apart	by	internal	rivalries	and	regional	conflicts	over	its	mineral	resources,	and	Sudan	has	experienced	a	complete	halt	in	economic	activities	for	the	past	three	months.Over	the	past	fifty	years,
Ethiopia	has	witnessed	a	tumultuous	transformation	in	its	social,	economic,	and	political	dynamics.	The	power	of	the	government	has	shifted	towards	a	more	complex	economic	and	social	structure,	particularly	favouring	the	Oromo	political	elites.	New	national	actors	have	emerged,	and	national	security	threats	have	undergone	significant	changes.
These	transformations	have	adversely	affected	all	regional	states	thoughTigray,	Amhara,	and	Afar	have	been	experiencing	the	worst	consequences.Prime	Minister	Abiy	Ahmed’s	government	carries	numerous	obligations	to	serve	all	Ethiopians	equally	and	meet	the	expectations	of	the	international	community.	This	is	not	only	a	legal	requirement	but
also	a	necessity	for	his	government.	However,	as	the	leader	of	a	failed	state,	PM	Abiy’s	government	has	been	marked	by	its	inability	to	fulfil	its	social	contract	with	the	Ethiopian	people	and	the	international	community.	The	social	contract	forms	the	foundation	of	its	legitimacy	to	govern,	and	the	government’s	failure	to	fulfil	this	contract	undermines
its	authority	and	power.	In	a	failed	state,	it	is	not	just	the	government’s	functions	that	are	at	stake,	but	also	the	breakdown	of	social	infrastructure	and	the	collapse	of	society’s	very	foundations.In	Ethiopia,	the	rights	of	domestic	populations	have	been	systematically	eroded,	with	inadequate	provision	of	security,	healthcare,	and	other	basic	necessities
in	many	parts	of	the	country.	This	alarming	situation	foreshadows	a	looming	humanitarian	crisis.	Furthermore,	the	inefficiency	of	state	structures	in	providing	essential	rights	to	Ethiopian	citizens,	particularly	those	outside	the	capital	city,	compounds	the	problem.	Consequently,	Ethiopians	fear	that	escalating	violence	could	plunge	the	nation	into	an
all-out	internal	war,	resulting	in	the	loss	of	lives,	a	massive	deterioration	in	living	standards,	the	decay	of	essential	infrastructure,	and	a	complete	abdication	of	government	authorities’	responsibilities	to	improve	the	lives	of	the	Ethiopian	people.As	a	consequence	of	its	failure	to	deliver	political	goods,	the	government	exhibits	a	range	of	unique
characteristics,	including	social	disharmony	among	communities,	the	inability	to	control	borders	and	territories,	ethnic	and	intercommunal	hostility,	predatory	behaviour	by	ruling	elites,	a	surge	in	criminal	violence,	flawed	institutions,	rising	corruption,	the	absence	of	democratic	debate,	and	the	deterioration	of	infrastructure.To	assess	the	current
status	of	the	Ethiopian	government	within	these	three	categories	of	governance,	several	multifaceted	problems	in	the	country	must	be	considered.	These	include	internal	conflicts,	forced	displacement,	mass	arrests,	security	challenges,	and	the	ongoing	humanitarian	crisis	faced	by	Ethiopia	and	its	people.	These	factors	serve	as	major	criteria	in
asserting	that	Ethiopia	is	a	failed	state.Loss	of	physical	control	over	its	territory	is	a	notable	issue.	For	the	past	nine	months,	the	government	has	engaged	in	battles	with	the	Amhara	Fano.	According	to	international	and	local	media	reports,	his	government	has	lost	control	of	90%	of	the	territories	in	the	Amhara	and	Oromia	regions,	with	a	weak	grip
limited	to	zonal	capitals	where	his	troops	are	confined.	The	Fano	freedom	fighters,	with	their	popular	support	from	grassroots	Amharas	and	other	ethnic	groups,	currently	pose	a	threat	to	capturing	Addis	Ababa,	the	federal	capital.Loss	of	legitimacy	is	another	critical	aspect.	Legitimacy	is	earned	when	an	actor,	institution,	or	system	gains	recognition
from	social	players	within	their	sphere	of	political	action.	Legitimacy	is	crucial	as	it	leads	to	voluntary	obedience	and	the	establishment	of	stable	rules	with	relatively	low	levels	of	coercion	and	conflict.	Prime	Minister	Abiy	Ahmed’s	government	has	lost	legitimacy	for	various	reasons,	including	inconsistencies	between	promises	and	actions,	lack	of	truth
and	convincing	evidence	to	support	most	of	his	speeches,	and	failure	to	fulfil	commitments	in	the	interest	of	the	Ethiopian	public.	Consequently,	public	trust	in	him	has	declined.	Despite	thePrime	Minister’s	denial,	Ethiopia	has	experienced	a	devastating	economic	decline	under	his	premiership,	with	political	power	shrinking	to	the	capital,	and	public
services	and	security	provisions	in	most	parts	of	the	country	being	relinquished	to	groups	like	Fano	and	Shene.	These	concrete	signs	and	evidence	substantiate	the	claim	that	Ethiopia	is	a	failed	state,	even	on	the	brink	of	collapse.In	conclusion,	Abiy’s	rise	to	power	in	2017	has	further	exacerbated	Ethiopia’s	descent	into	deep	nationalism,	dividing	the
nation	along	ethnic	and	regional	fault	lines.	Over	the	past	ten	months,	Ethiopia	has	been	embroiled	in	a	de	facto	civil	war	asAbiy’s	forces	continue	to	clash	with	Fano	in	Amhara	and	Shene	in	Oromia.	Less	than	a	year	after	the	war	in	Tigray	ended,	another	conflict	erupted	in	the	Amhara	regional	state	due	to	Abiy’s	desire	to	disarm	the	Amhara	forces.
The	region	has	been	witnessing	political	massacres,	mass	arrests,	internal	displacement,	and	arbitrary	killings.	Tensions	between	Prime	Minister	Abiy’s	government	and	the	Amhara	elites,	who	played	a	pivotal	role	in	bringing	him	to	power,	have	simmered	for	years	but	intensified	after	the	government	issued	orders	to	disarm	the	Amhara	Special
Forces	and	militias.	It’s	crucial	for	Ethiopians	to	understand	that	what	happens	in	the	Amhara	regional	state	affects	all	other	Ethiopian	states	and	even	extends	beyond	the	nation’s	borders.Consequences	and	dangers	of	a	failed	State	Common	characteristics	of	Ethiopia	as	a	failed	state	include	a	government	incapability	of	tax	collection,	law
enforcement,	security	assurance,	territorial	control,	political	or	civil	office	staffing	as	it	is	current	phenomena	in	Ethiopia.State	fragility,	state	failure,	and	state	collapse	are	concepts	related	to	the	capacity	and	ability	of	the	state	to	exercise	a	monopoly	on	the	legitimate	use	of	violence	and	perform	its	basic	functions	well.	State	fragility	occurs	if	the
state	fails	to	exercise	a	monopoly	on	violence,	protect	its	citizens,	provide	adequate	public	services,	and	maintain	legitimacy.	State	failure,	on	the	other	hand,	occurs	when	these	problems	become	more	critical,	challenging	the	state’s	existence.	Finally,	state	collapse	occurs	when	a	state	is	completely	disintegrated,	leaving	an	authority	vacuum.	In	his
2022	research	dubbed	‘Post-2018	Ethiopia:	state	fragility,	failure	or	collapse?’Endalkachew	Bayeh	concluded	Ethiopia	fulfilled	the	fragility	condition	and	was	descending	to	a	failed	state	situation.	Coupled	with	the	protracted	conflicts	in	Amhara	and	Oromia,	which	led	90	percent	of	these	regions’	territories	to	fall	under	armed	groups	according	to
international	media	reports	like	The	Guardian	and	France24	last	month,	it	is	evident	Ethiopia	is	currently	in	the	condition	of	a	failed	state.	Most	government	officials	in	these	regions	have	fled	to	towns	and	cities.	The	assertion	of	the	federal	government,	including	the	federal	security	apparatus	in	these	regions,	is	limited	to	regional	towns	and
cities.	Currently,	in	Ethiopia	the	government	cannot	project	authority	over	its	territory,	citizens	security,	and	it	cannot	protect	its	national	boundaries.	Most	of	its	citizens	no	longer	believe	that	their	government	is	legitimate	and	the	Ethiopian	state	becomes	illegitimate	in	the	eyes	of	the	international	community.Ethiopia’s	State	Failure	presents	a
grave	danger	to	the	well-being	of	its	populations	and	to	international	stability.	For	instance,	it	can	be	a	haven	for	terrorist	organisations,	a	centre	for	the	trade	of	drugs	and	arms	and	breeding	ground	for	dangerous	diseases.	Ethiopia’s	State	Failure	can	spell	an	instability	threat	to	its	borders	and	create	conflict	dynamics	affecting	neighbouring
countries.	There	is	no	doubt	that	Ethiopia’s	state	failure	can	create	regional	and	international	threats	and	requires	regional	and	international	interventions.	The	real	dangers	posed	by	Ethiopia’s	state	failure	calls	for	each	international	intervention	to	address	the	shortcomings	in	the	country	before	it	leads	to	collapse	and	its	consequences.	The	Main
purpose	of	the	diplomatic	shuttle	of	the	United	State	of	America	to	Ethiopia	and	neighbouring	countries	is	just	to	pre-empting	this	situation	before	happening.	As	a	failed	State	the	dynamics	in	Ethiopia	may	lead	to	many,	varied	and	dangerous	problems,	including	civil	war,	more	ethnic	violence,	genocide	and	even	nation	disintegration.While	Ethiopian
scholars	bear	historical	responsibilities	to	save	their	beloved	country,	it	is	disheartening	to	observe	a	scarcity	of	articles,	conferences	and/or	dialogues	addressing	these	deadly	wars	unfolding	within	the	country.	Instead,	foreign	scholars,	international	media,	and	human	rights	organisations	have	become	the	primary	sources	of	information	on	Ethiopia’s
problems.In	general,	all	Ethiopians	must	recognize	that	once	the	nation	collapses	and	spirals	out	of	control,	reversing	the	situation	becomes	exceedingly	difficult.	Therefore,	I	implore	all	Ethiopians	to	urgently	seek	immediate	solutions	before	it	is	too	late.Editor’s	note	:	Views	in	the	article	do	not	necessarily	reflect	the	views	of	borkena.com__To
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